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OPERATION  FOR  NON-UNION  OF  FRACTURE  OF  TIBIA. 

By  J.  M.  Lewis,  M.  D.,  Mexia,  Texas. 

(For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. ) 

MR.  N.  MOODY,  farmer,  age  about  sixty,  weight  about  ont 
hundred  and  seventy  pounds,  in  good  health,  was 
thrown  from  a  wagon  and  his  left  leg  fractured  about  six  inches 
below  the  knee,  (both  bones  broken.) 

From  the  use  of  badly  adjusted  splints,  the  bones  failed  to 
unite.  Mr.  Moody  was  not  able  to  bear  any  weight  on  his  leg, 
and  walked  by  the  aid  of  crutches.  The  leg  could  be  moved 
in  any  direction,  and  did  not  cause  much  pain,  the  union  was 
ligamentous.  This  was  his  condition  when  I  first  saw  him 
about  two  (2)  years  after  the  accident. 
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I  explained  to  him  that  the  only  relief  was  in  an  operation. 
With  the  assistance  of  Dr.  J.  H.  McCain,  who  admistered  chloro- 
form, I  made  one  straight  incision  about  three  (3)  inches 
long,  oyer  the  false  joint  and  crossed  it  with  one  of  about  the 
same  length  ;  dissecting  the  flaps  back,  exposing  the  place  of 
fracture  with  a  small  saw  removed  the  ligamentous  tissue 
and  at  the  same  time  freshening  both  ends  of  the  bone,  (ie.  Tibia, 
for  I  did  not  operate  on  the  Fibula.) 

After  removing  all  spicule  of  bone,  the  edges  of  the  wound 
were  brought  together  with  adhesive  plaster,  and  a  small  point 
left  open  for  drainage  (if  any). 

The  leg  was  then  wrapped  in  cotton  batting,  and  over  this  a 
plaster-of-paris  bandage  applied  ;  the  leg  was  elevated  and  a 
small  opening  made  in  the  plaster  over  the  wound  to  allow 
drainage  ;  and  over  this  cloths  wet  in  solution  of  carbolic  acid. 

The  wound  healed  nicely  and  no  discharge.  The  plaster-of- 
paris  was  kept  on  for  about  five  (5)  weeks,  when  the  bandage 
was  removed ;  union  (bony)  had  taken  place,  and  in  a  short 
time  he  could  bear  his  weight  on  same,  and  in  three  (3)  months 
was  walking  without  the  aid  of  crutch  or  stick.  He  is  a  farmer 
and  does  heavy  work  on  the  farm.  The  operation  was  a  com- 
plete success. 


PLACENTA  PRAEVIA  WITH  MAL-PRESENTATION  :   HYSTEROTOMY  FOR 

RIGID  OS  UTERI. 


By  J.  W.  Hamilton,  M.  D.,  Hornsby's  Bend,  Texas. 

(For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal.) 

DR.  W.  T.  COLLINS'  case  of  Vaginal  Hysterotomy  calls 
to  mind  a  case  which  came  under  my  treatment  last  year. 
At  9  o'clock  p.  m.,  September  16th,  1885,  I  was  called  to  sec 
Mrs.  J.  A.  multipara,  age  24  years  ;  found  her  in  labor.  Was 
informed  that  she  had  been  having  slight  hemorrhage  at  inter- 
vals for  some  five  weeks,  which  haemorrhage  had  been  rather 
profuse  for  several  days  ;  was  informed  that  regular  labor  pains 
had  begun  twelve  hours  previous  to  my  being  called  in.  Im- 
mediately suspected  placenta  prsevia ;  made  digital  examina- 
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tion  ;  found  os  dilated  about  the  size  of  a  half  dollar,  thin  and 
extremely  rigid.  Found  partial  placenta  praevia.  I  will  say 
the  ease  was  not  at  full  term,  but  about  seventh  month  of  gest- 
ation. Patient  did  not  seem  to  be  suffering  much  from  loss  of 
blood;  notwithstanding  there  had  been  continual  haemorrhage 
for  several  days,  but  the  woman  was  having  very  severe  labor 
pains  almost  constantly,  which  was  very  exhausting.  Endeav- 
ored to  push  placenta  to  one  side  and  bring  down  the  head  and 
by  that  means  check  the  hemorrhage.  I  succeeded  in  push- 
ing placenta  aside,  but  instead  of  the  head,  I  found  an  arm  and 
shoulder  presentation  to  deal  with,  which  caused  some  delay  ; 
but  I  succeeded  in  returning  arm  and  bringing  head  down 
which  owing  to  limited  dilation  of  os,  required  some  time  and 
a  good  deal  of  manipulation;  but  the  head  once  being  brought 
down,  accomplisded  the  object  in  view — that  of  preventing 
escape  of  blood  and  checking  haemorrhage  to  some  extent.  I 
then  administered  chloral  hydrate  xx  grs.,  hoping  to  over- 
come the  extreme  rigidity  which  still  existed  but  after  an 
hour  had  elapsed,  another  examination  being  made,  I  found  no 
change  in  her  condition  whatever.  I  then  annointed  os  well 
with  belladonna  ointment  and  repeated  applications  in  fifteen 
minutes,  but  without  desired  effect.  About  12  o'clock  I  was 
told  by  one  of  the  attendants  that  the  patient  was  "jerking  all 
over."  Upon  examination  I  found  her  with  convulsions  :  the 
muscles  of  trunk  and  extremities  jerking  violently,  which  con- 
tinued for  more  than  a  minute,  after  which  the  patient  did  not 
seem  to  recognize  any  one  ;  nor  in  fact  to  be  rational  at  all.  I 
repeated  chloral  hyd.  grs.  xxx,  after  which  I  proceeded  to 
nick  the  border  of  the  us  with  scissors  to  the  depth  of  about 
i  inch  at  three  different  places,  making  one  anterior  and  two 
lateral  incisions,  leaving  posterior  portion  of  os  unbroken,  so 
that  the  "  cleanings"  and  lochial  discharges  could  pass  off  with- 
out coming  in  contact  with  the  broken  surface,  thereby  obvia- 
ting the  dangers  of  septic  poisoning  from  that  source.  After 
this,  I  succeeded  in  delivering  foetus  and  placenta  in  a  very  short 
time.  There  being  considerable  loss  of  blood  after  delivery,  I 
administered  "Squibbs"  Fl.  Ext.  Ergot  3.  1.  Tr.  Digitalis  min. 
xx,  and  proceed  to  syringe  out  uterus  with  a  strongly  carbolized 
sol.  of  one  part  water,  two  parts  strong  vinegar  as  warm  as  pa- 
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tient  could  bear.  Hemorrhage  ceased  ;  womb  contracted  well ; 
patient  resting  well  and  apparently  in  good  condition.  Pre- 
scribed dose  of  Epsom  salts  to  be  taken  the  following  day,  also 
six  grains  quinine  to  be  given  three  times  a  day  for  several 
days.  Mixture  ergot  and  digitalis  to  be  taken  should 
hemorrhage  occur  again.  Patient  did  well  until  eighth  day. 
She  had  a  chill  followed  by  fever,  suppression  of  lochia,  head- 
ache.and  considerable  pain  over  the  womb.  Ordered  carbol- 
ized  vaginal  injections  twice  daily  and  prescribed  quinine  x 
grs.  every  four  hours  ;  fever  subsided  and  patient  made  a  good 
recovery. 

While  "  nicking  of  os''  to  overcome  rigidity  of  that  part  in 
labor  is  recognized  by  many  of  oar  modern  writers  and  taught 
in  our  best  medical  schools,  it  is  surprising  that  it  is  not  prac- 
ticed more  extensively  than  it  is.  It  is  an  operation  that  does 
not  require  any  great  skill  on  the  part  of  obstetrician,  nor  is  it 
attended  with  any  danger  to  the  patient.  Its  advantages  over 
other  means  of  relieving  rigidity  of  os  cannot  be  disputed  ;  it  is 
better  than  chloroform  because  it  is  safer  ;  it  does  not  subject 
the  patient  to  the  dangers  of  hemorrhage  which  the  former 
agent  does.  It  is  better  than  a  sponge  tent  or  a  Barnes  dilator 
because  it  is  much  quicker;  it  enables  us  to  deliver  without  de- 
lay, and  certainly  where  Hemorrhage  is  an  alarming  symptom 
it  is  always  advisable  to  deliver  as  soon  as  possible. 

[We  commend  Dr.  Hamilton's  article  and  that  of  Dr.  Collins 
in  our  last  number,  to  certain  physicians  in  the  northern  part 
of  this  State.  We  see  an  account  of  a  case  of  "rigid  os"  reported 
in  the  Medical  World  recently  in  which  five  physicians  were 
divided  between  embryotomy  and  Csesarean  section ;  but  they 
agreed  upon  the  former,  and  removed  the  child  piece-meal — 
the  mother  died.  These  gentlemen  in  reporting  the  case  ask 
for  suggestions  as  to  what  was  best  to  have  been  done  under 
the  circumstances.  If  labor  was  actively  progressing  and  there 
was  any  especial  reason  for  terminating  it  then  and  there,  pos- 
sibly the  plan  adopted  by  Drs.  Hamilton  and  Collins  referred 
to  above,  would  have  been  attended  with  better  result  than  the 
one  employed — but  we  have  seen  similar  cases  come  around  all 
right  if  left  alone  a  while ;  say — under  a  small  tranquilizing 
potion,  or  a  full  dose  of  some  opiate, — labor  arrested— patient 
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recuperated  in  strength  and  cheered  up  a  little — work  resumed 
next  morning — with  proper  dilatation  and  easy  delivery.  Wo 
would  have  waited,  we  believe,  in  the  case  reported  by  Drs. 
Thompson  and  Moody,  in  the  World.  Spontaneous  evolution 
or  version  has  not  unfrequently  occured,  and  the  arm  present- 
ation was  not  a  contra  indication  to  waiting — certainly  not  to 
nicking".— Ed.] 


A  UNIQUE  CASE. 


By  W.  H.  Calfee,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Waco,  Texas. 

(For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal.) 

IN  a  copy  of  your  Journal  for  March,  Dr.  Paine,  of  Coman- 
che,   reports  u  A  Rare  Case,"  which  recalls  a  unique 
case  in  my  practice  in  December,  1885,  in  Waco.    We  were 

called  to  see  Mrs.  at  2  o'clock  p.  m.,  who  had  been  in 

labor  several  hours,  in  care  of  a  midwife.  At  4  o'clock,  labor 
was  progressing,  and  the  child  was  delivered  at  8  o'clock  p.  m., 
without  any  unusual  conditions,  except  the  cord  was  drawn  so 
tightly  around  the  child's  neck  we  could  not  remove  it  by  ordi- 
nary means  till  after  delivery.  The  mother  did  well  in  her 
recovery. 

The  child's  head  and  body  were  well  developed,  but  both 
arms  were  stumps,  with  no  forearms  or  elbows,  and  about  the 
same  length — two  or  three  inches  of  humerus,  whose  distal  ex- 
tremities were  well  rounded  with  soft  tissue,  as  though  Dame 
Nature  had  done  her  work  well;  excepting  the  right  arm,  which 
had  a  small,  nonligamentous  appendage  about  one  inch  long— 
teat-like  form.  The  legs  above  the  knees  were  well  developed, 
but  both  knees,  or  joints,  only  had  partial  motion — the  right 
knee  less  than  the  left  one.  The  legs  below  the  knees  were 
diminutive,  as  well  as  the  feet,  and  were  not  more  than  half 
the  usual  size.  The  legs  were  short  below  the  knees — about 
half  the  usual  length — and  corresponded.  The  feet,  each,  had 
but  two  toes — the  great  toe  and  the  next  larger,  and  were  about 
half  the  usual  length.    There  was  talipes — calcaneus— of  the 
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right  foot,  and  the  second  or  smaller  toe  on  left  foot  was  liga- 
mentous and  muscular. 

After  ten  days  time  we  amputated  the  little  appendage  on  the 
right  arm,  and  found  it  contained  a  small  artery,  which  we 
ligated.  For  the  calcaneus  we  practiced  sub-cutaneous  tenot- 
omy of  the  tebialis  anticus  and  the  extensor  proprius  policis 
muscles,  which  brought  the  foot  down  readily  ;  then  applied  a 
compress  and  bandage. 

The  development  of  the  smaller  toe  (the  second  in  size)  on 
the  left  foot,  was  such  that  it  could  not  be  of  any  service,  and 
was  a  deformity.  We  amputated  it,  with  slight  hemorrhage. 
From  the  operations  it  readily  recovered.  At  this  time  the 
child  is  healthy  and  growing. 

We  claim  for  the  "freak  of  nature"  a  case  of  unique  de- 
formity. 


A  CASE  IN  OBSTETRICS. 


By  0.  Eastland,  M.  D.,  Wichita  Falls,  Texas. 

(For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal.) 

MAY  12th,  1886.  Mrs.  F.,  aged  thirty-six,  of  German  birth, 
long  resident  of  Texas,  mother  of  five  children,  had  a 
sudden  gush  of  water,  per  vagina,  while  waltzing  about  the 
room;  immediately  lying  down,  it  was  followed  by  pain,  and, 
in  my  absence  from  town,  another  physician  was  summoned. 
For  an  hour  or  two,  as  I  am  informed,  irregular  pains  of  more 
or  less  intensity,  occurred:  but,  with  no  dilation  of  the  os; 
these  finally  subsided  spontaneously,  and  on  the  following  day 
she  walked  about  the  house  with  a  certain  degree  of  comfort, 
occasionally  disturbed  by  a  spasmodic  pain,  especially  notice- 
able about  6  p.m.,  each  day. 

Ten  days  subsequent  to  this  first  loss  of  water,  there  was  an 
intensification  of  the  pain,  and  again  a  quantity  of  liquor  amnii 
was  discharged,  necessitating  a  change  of  clothing,  etc.  Being 
again  summoned,  I  found  irregular  uterine  contractions  occur, 
ring,  with  some  slight  loss  of  water  with  each  pain;  os  thin,  but 
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unyielding,  lying  far  back  toward  the  sacrum,  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  left  synchondrosis.  I  attempted  reposition,  with  some  little 
success,  but  found  the  partially  "  bearing  down  "  pain  still  in- 
effectual; then,  with  some  hope  of  increasing  uterine  action,  I 
attempted  Kristeller's  "  Expressio  Foetus,"  in  a  mild  form. 
This  being  ineffectual,  I  administered  a  good  quantity  of  Quinia^ 
with  hopes  of  oxytoccic  effect;  but  was  disappointed,  not  only  in 
this,  but  it  failed  in  producing  the  ordinary  phenomena  of  cin- 
chonism,  despite  the  fact  of  an  idiosyncrasy  on  the  part  of  pa- 
tient that  prevents  me  from  using  even  the  smallest  therapeutic 
quantities  under  ordinary  circumstances.  All  in  vain — and  the 
pains  subsided,  leaving  the  patient  with  a  moderate  degree  of 
comfort,  to  which  (since  my  efforts  seemed  unnecessary  in  pro- 
voking foetal  expulsion)  I  attempted  to  add  by  an  anodyne. 
The  day  following  she  was  a  little  nervous,  but  free  from  severe 
pain;  there  was  considerable  gastric  disturbance,  and  much 
foetal  movement,  especially  upward.  Subsiding,  as  she  did, 
into  a  semi-comfortable  state,  without  anything  alarming,  at  the 
same  time  without  anything  encouraging  as  to  an  early  termi- 
nation, I  was  content  to  watch  attentively  at  intervals,  until 
about  noon,  June  2d,  when  I  was  summoned,  and  found  true 
pains  occurring,  and  a  footling  presentation.  The  child,  an 
eight-pound  girl,  was  in  the  hands  of  the  nurse  at  3:30  p.  m., 
the  placenta  coming  away  in  about  twenty  minutes,  when  the 
patient  expressed  herself  as  feeling  ''better  than  ever  before." 
After  the  lapse  of  an  hour,  I  drove  leisurely  back  to  my  office, 
having  taken,  as  I  always  do,  McClintock's  precaution  of  care- 
ful examination  of  the  pulse,  with  an  additional  precaution  of 
my  own,  which  I  strenuously  observe,  that  of  leaving  some 
Lig.  Ergotae  Purificatus,  with  specific  directions  for  its  use,  if 
necessary. 

I  had  scarcely  arrived  at  home  and  seated  myself,  when  a 
messenger,  in  haste,  came  to  inform  me  that  Mrs.  F.  was  ' 'sink- 
ing," which  I,  naturally  enough,  conjectured  meant  post  partum 
hemorrhage.  Hastily  arriving  at  the  scene,  I  found  that  situa- 
tion familiar  to  those  acquainted  with  the  perils  of  the  lying-in 
chamber — blanched  and  speechless  lay  the  unconscious  patient 
I  had  so  recently  left  feeling  well  and  cheerful.  The  nurse — 
an  intelligent  one — had,  on  the  first  alarm,  given  the  Ergot,  at 
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the  time  of  dispatching  the  messenger,  and  had  repeated  the 
dose  a  few  minutes  afterward,  to  which  I  forthwith  added  an- 
other, using  compression  on  the  iliac  arteries,  easily  accessible 
through  the  relaxed  abdominal  walls,  kneading  the  flaccid 
uterus  quite  vigorously;  a  responding  contraction  soon  staunched 
the  flow  of  the  life  current,  so  nearly  exhausted.  Stimulants, 
etc.,  restored  consciousness  after  a  time,  and  in  three  hours 
the  extreme  prostration  was  over,  and  while  naturally  quite 
weak  for  a  number  of  days,  her  "  getting  up  "  has  been  fair. 

This  case  presents  a  point  of  interest  in  the  fact  of  delivery 
not  occurring  for  three  weeks  after  the  rupture  of  the  mem- 
branes, during  which  time  there  was  no  really  grave  symptoms 
developed  by  the  mother,  nor  was  there  indication  of  ill  to  the 
fcetus,  as  shown  after  delivery,  either  from  intra-uterine  press- 
ure, lack  of  lubrication  or  nourishment. 

The  functions  of  the  amniotic  fluid  are  recognized  as  a  me- 
chanical protection  of  the  fcetus,  facilitating  motion  in  utero, 
and  the  maintainance  of  equilibrium  in  temperature,  with  a 
proper  moisture  of  the  foetal  integument.    Perhaps  there  will 
be  a  number  of  accoucheurs,  under  whose  eyes  these  lines  may 
come,  who  have  seen  the  wrinkled,  loose,  dry  skin  of  the  in- 
fant delivered  after  the  amniotic  fluid  had  been  away  for  a  con- 
siderable period  of  time;  but  nothing  of  this  was  visible  in  this 
case,  and,  in  search  of  a  reason  for  this,  we  can  but  conclude 
that,  after  the  escape  of  this  important  fluid,  the  organs  or  fac- 
tors of  its  production  immediately  set  about  the  production  of 
a  new  supply.    This  rational  conclusion  naturally  interests  us 
in  the  subject  of  its  origin — a  question  yet  sub  judice.  The 
histological  character  of  the  amnion  inclines  recent  investigat- 
ors to  conclude  with  certainty  that,  during  the  entire  period  of 
gestation,  the  amnion,  at  least,  presides  in  its  evolution,  Con- 
sisting of  two  layers — the  epithelial,  next  the  fcetus,  and  the 
connective  tissue  on  the  exterior — it  would  seem  most  capaci. 
tated  for  active  functions  in  the  earlier  month  of  gestation, 
when  these  cells  are  observed  to  be  in  best  condition  for  activ- 
ity; but  granting  the  truth  of  their  degeneration  in  the  latter 
months,  there  always  remain  numerous  irregular  cells,  well 
filled  for  the  processes  of  transudation  and  osmosis  trom  the 
chorion  and  uterine  walls. 
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A  REMINISCENCE  OF  GAILL ARD— SUBSTITUTES   FOR  TRACHEOTOMY. 


hen  I  was  a  first  course  student  of  Medicine,  at  the  Louis. 


V  V  ville  MedicalCollege,  our  beloved  and  justly  distinguish- 
ed Prof.  E.  S.  Gaillard,  (whose  lectures  were  always  replete 
with  facts  of  practical  importance)  gave  the  members  of  his  class 
many  hints  which  have  doubtless  since  proved  available  in  try- 
ing situations. 

In  these  days  of  the  world's  advance,  when  malignant  affec- 
tions of  the  throat, — diphtheritic,  and  croupous,  seem  to  be  on 
the  increase  and  their  fatality  also,  much  greater  than  formerly, 
the  physician  is  often  brought  face  to  face  with  that  forlorn  hope 
— laryngotomy  or  tracheotomy  ;  and  having  recently  encount- 
ered a  difficult  case  of  croup,  my  memory  has  reverted  to  the 
period  when  I  sat  an  attentive  listener  to  the  ripe  advice  that 
fell  from  the  lips  of  that  eloquent  teacher.  Indeed — through 
all  the  vicissitudes  of  my  student  life — notwithstanding  I  have 
been  under  the  instruction  of  some  of  the  most  illustrious  men 
of  the  day  in  America — the  truths  and  precepts  inculcated  by 
that  grand  and  heroic  one-armed  Confederate  soldier  most  im- 
pressed me,  and  shall  ever  remain  the  choicest  portion  of  my 
student  experience. 

The  case  referred  to  was  like  most  of  them  in  my  experience, 
uncompromising  in  the  onset,  rapid,  the  supervention  of  alarm- 
ing dispncea  prompt,  and  the  approach  of  the  end  fearfully  ob- 
vious. What  shall  I  do  ?  Perform  laryngotomy  or  trache- 
otomy ?  No!  oh,  no!  I  tried  the  knife  once,  and  he  who  has 
used  it  once  in  these  affections  will  be  loth  to  do  so  again  ;  for 
croup  loves  a  wound  as  dearly  as  does  its  twin  sister,  diphthe- 
ria ;  and  oh  ! — the  hemorrhage  and  its  consequences  !  What 
then  must  we  do — can  we  see  our  patient  die  without  an  effort 
on  our  part  to  save  it  ?  Here  I  remembered  suggestions  re- 
ceived from  Dr.  Gaillard.  "In  these  distressing  conditions" 
said  he,  "  after  deciding  to  operate,  we  must  select  the  oper- 
ation freest  from  danger,  primary  and  remote  My  plan 
has  been  to  use,  instead  of  actual  incision,  attending  which 
there  is  always  much  haemorrhage,  the   ordinary  trocar  and 
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canula.  The  puncture  must  be  made  with  something  like 
a  quick  thrust,  and  semi-rotation,  and  moderate  and  equal 
pressure  ;  after  perforation  of  the  inter-cartilaginous  space 
selected, — carefully  avoiding  implicating  important  vessels, 
remove  the  trocar,  as  in  paracentisis, — and  respiration  will 
readily  take  place  through  the  improvised  channel,  to  the  relief 
of  and  complete  mitigation  of  all  embarrassing  symptoms  and 
to  the  joy  of  anxious  friends. " 

''Another  good  plan  to  avoid  hemorrhage  in  tracheotomy  is  to 
use  an  ordinary  triangular  pointed  lancet  heated  to  a  white  heat, 
puncturing  with  it  the  membranes  at  the  chosen  site  of  oper- 
ation. -This  may  seem  barbarous  to  the  unitiated,  but  it  must 
be  remembered  that  in  the  semi-asphyxiated  state  sensibility 
is  greatly  reduced— the  thorough  impregnation  of  the  system 
with  carbonic  acid  gas  effectually  obtunds  feeling  and  estab- 
lishes, to  all  intents  and  purposes  a  state  of  local  anaesthesia. 
The  local  effect  of  the  cutting  in  question  is  beyond  doubt 
highly  beneficial,  all  morbid  organization  surrounding  the  point 
of  entrance  of  the  heated  lancet  is  completely  destroyed  and 
the  raw  surface  is  not  so  apt  to  become  affected,  nor  occluded, 
clogged  by  the  accumulation  of  disease  products." 

Either  of  these  modes  of  operating  in  croup  or  diphtheria  has 
advantages  over  laryngotomy  or  tracheotomy  as  ordinarily 
performed. 

Dr.  Gaillard  also  suggested  in  this  connection  the  use  of  a 
small  elastic  catheter,  introduced  into  the  larynx  per  os,  in 
croup  or  diphtheria — a  means  sometimes  utilized  with  marked 
success.  [He  .should  really  have  the  credit  for  suggesting  "  in- 
tubation of  the  larynx."  Ed.] 

In  presenting  these  few  reminiscences  of  college  life  and  of 
my  old  master  to  the  consideration  of  my  professional  brethren, 
let  it  be  understood  that  I  claim  nothing  for  myself,  no^origi- 
nality  in  connection  with  the  subject,  nor  for  the  distinguished 
Professor.  These  ideas  may  have  originated  with  him  and  they 
may  not.  I  only  know  they  were  new  to  me  and  have  proved 
useful  in  my  hands.  If  this  last  assurance  will  induce  some 
timid  brother  who  instinctively  shrinks  from  the  horrors  of 
tracheotomy  to  undertake  the  relief  of  some  little  sufferer  by 
the  plan  here  indicated,  I  shall  be  compensated  for  this  hast- 
ily written  article.  W.  Neal  Watt,  M.  D. 
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P<D  I\i\ES  PO  ND  ENCE . 


MEDICAL  LEGISLATION. 


Krohne,  Lyons  P.  0.,  Texas,  July  10,  1886. 

Editor  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal: 

THE  Texas  State  Medical  Association,  which  met  at  Dallas 
in  April,  took  no  action  regarding  medical  legislation,  on 
the  grounds  that  the  people  were  the  party  who  needed  protec- 
tion, and  therefore  the  people  must  ask  for  protection. 

The  people  do  not  understand  the  matter;  they  do  not  appre- 
ciate their  position  in  the  premises.  I  have  talked  to  numbers 
on  this  subject  often,  and  have  heard  prominent  citizens  dis- 
cuss this  subject,  even  within  the  last  month,  and  they  take  the 
ground  that  the  doctors  should  look  after  the  protection  of  the 
people  against  quackery;  that  they  alone  are  qualified  to  know 
who  are  competent  and  who  are  not,  and  that  it  is  their  duty 
to  see  that  some  means  be  provided  to  put  an  end  to  this  fraud. 
I  have  seen  a  woman  die  from  post  partum  hemorrhage  (adher- 
ent placenta  with  hour  glass  contraction)  for  the  want  of  timely 
treatment.  We  had  one  of  those  "  doctors  "  in  this  locality, 
who  had  a  case  of  fc'  double  croup,"  and  another  bright  star  of 
this  profession,  who  had  a  case  of  a  woman  who  "  vomited  her 
liver"  and  "passed  her  spleen  off  through  the^bowels  and 
died."  These  self-styled  doctors  are  considered  a  part  of  the 
medical  profession,  and  put  upon  an  equality  with  regular 
physicians  by  the  laity  ;  and  whenever  these  cases  are  made 
public,  the  profession  then  becomes  an  object  of  ridicule;  and 
while  some  make  the  doctors  a  laughing  stock,  the  more 
thoughtful  take  a  more  serious  view  of  the  matter,  and  blame 
them  for  not  putting  a  stop  to  such  glaring  frauds. 

Now,  what  are  we  to  do  ?  Shall  we  sit  still  and  keep  our 
mouths  shut  and  be  a  party  to  fraud  ;  and,  in  some  instances, 
to  murder  ?  No,  sir  ;  we  must  move  in  this  matter  ;  and,  as 
some  one  said  at  Dallas,  we  must  make  our  power  felt;  and 
then,  and  not  until  then,  will  the  medical  profession  receive 
that  recognition  and  support  from  the  law-making  power  that 


12  DANIEL'S  TEXAS  MEDICL  JQTJRNL. 


its  responsible  position  and  dignity  demand,  and  have  a  right 
to  command,  at  the  hands  of  our  representatives. 

How  shall  we  do  this?  I  will  suggest  the  first  step  in  this 
direction.  Let  every  physician  use  his  influence  with  the 
members  of  the  Legislature  from  his  own  section.  Let  Dr. 
Acheson's  Pamphlet  on  Texas  Quackery  be  put  in  the  hands  of 
every  member  of  the  Texas  Legislature.  Let  them  know  what 
quackery  is  doing  for  Texas.  Talk  this  matter  up  in  the 
<c  primaries,"  and  demand  from  candidates  their  support,  and 
refuse  to  vote  for  any  man  who  ignores  the  medical  profession. 

I  was  approached  by  a  gentleman  a  few  days  ago  and  in- 
formed that  he  would  soon  announce  himself  for  the  Legisla- 
ture. I  informed  him  that  my  vote  would  be  cast  and  my  in- 
fluence be  used  for  no  man,  unless  the  rights  of  the  medical 
profession  were  fully  recognized.  He  promised  his  influence 
and  support.  Now,  let^every  physician  do  this,  and  we  will 
soon  see  that  we  can  do  something  to  secure  the  rights  and  raise 
the  dignity  of  the  profession  in  Texas.  Make  the  Legislature 
acquainted  with  the  frauds,  malpractice,  and  even  murders 
committed  by  these  incompetents  ;  and  instead  of  ourselves 
being  tacitly  particeps  criminis,  let  them  take  the  blame  upon 
themselves,  in  case  they  fail  to  act  in  obedience  to  justice  and 
the  demands  of  humanity.  We  do  not  ask  that  this  or  that 
school  of  medicine  be  forbidden  to  practice  medicine  in  Texas; 
but  we  think  it  reasonable  to  demand  that  every  man  who  wishes 
to  engage  in  the  practice  of  medicine  be  required  to  stand  an  ex- 
amination before  a  competent  board  before  being  permitted  to 
engage  in  practice.  It  matters  not  what  school  of  medicine  he 
comes  from,  he  should  be  required  to  be  fully  versed  in  every 
branch  ot  medicine  taught  in  the  school  of  medicine  he  claims 
to  be  educated  in.  Now,  no  educated  physician  of  any  school 
can  object  to  this,  unless  he  wishes  to  shield  ignorance  or 
quackery  in  some  shape  or  form. 

Now  is  the  time  to  work.  The  election  comes  off  next 
November.  Let  every  man  work  on  the  candidates  for  the 
Legislature  during  the  canvass,  and  do  his  whole  duty,  and  in 
the  end  we  will  succeed. 

Yours  truly, 

M.  M.  Myjbrb,  M.  D. 
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jSoCIETY  J^OTES. 


SEMI-ANNUAL    MEETING  OF    THE    "NORTH  TEXAS    MEDICAL  ASSO- 
CIATION." 

HELD  IN  SHERMAN,  JUNE  StH,  9tH,  IOtH. 

June  8: — The  Association  was  called  to  order  at  10  a.  m.,  by 
F.  D.  Thompson,  President.  Geo.  R.  Clayton  was  appointed 
Secretary  pro  tern.    The  following  members  were  present,  viz  : 

Hooks,  of  Paris;  Saunders  and  Dabney,  of  Bonham;  Dun- 
can, of  Savoy;  Moore,  Van  Aistyne;  King,  Bells;  Cox,  Arkada; 
Gilcreest,  Howeth,  Gainesville;  Gardner,  Denison;  Wright, 
Deport;  Moody,  Blossom  Prairie;  Thompson,  Stinson,  Wright, 
Scott,  Freeman,  Brocket,  Lankford,  Nisbet,  Gunby,  Clayton, 
Sherman. 

All  local  and  visiting  physicians,  not  members,  were  invited 
to  a  seat,  and  to  participate  in  the  proceedings  during  the  ses- 
sion. 

The  morning  session  was  devoted  to  appointing  necessary 
committees  and  admitting  new  members. 

Afternoon  session. 

Met  at  2  p.  m.  President  Ihompson  in  the  chair.  The  sec- 
tion on  Surgery  was  opened.  Subject:  "  Surgery  of  the  Rec_ 
turn."  Papers  were  read  by  Dr.  Wilson,  of  Austin,  and  Stin- 
son, of  Sherman. 

Papers  were  also  read  by  Wright,  of  Deport,  and  Stinson, 
of  Sherman,  on  "The  Importance  of  Circumcission."  The 
papers  elicited  considerable  discussion — almost  all  the  mem- 
bers taking  part  and  giving  their  views  on  the  subject,  before 
the  house  adjourned  to  meet  to-morrow  morning  at  8  o'clock. 

June  9: — Met  at  8  a  m.  President  Thompson  in  the  chair. 
The  section  on  Gynecology  was  opened,  the  subject  be- 
ing, Uterine  Displacements."  Papers  were  read  by  Hooks, 
of  Paris,  and  Nesbit,  of  Sherman.  Considerable  discussion 
followed.    The  main  point  of  issue  being  the  practicability  of 


14        DANIEL'S  TEXAS  MEDICAL  JOURNAL. 


Uterine  Pessaries;  the  Association  was  about  divided  on  the 
subject. 

The  section  on  Surgery  was  reopened,  and  a  paper,  read  by 
Dr.  Goodwin,  of  Pottsboro,  on  "Fracture  of  the  Skull,  with 
Compression. " 

Afternoon  Session. 

Met  at  2:30  p.  m.  Section  on  Practice  was  opened,  the  sub- 
ject being  'k  Bowel  Troubles  of  Children  During  Dentition." 
Papers  were  read  by  Bacon  Sanders,  of  Bonham,  and  John  O. 
Scott,  of  Sherman.    Considerable  discussion  followed. 

Dr.  Bucket  read  the  report  of  a  cure  of  "  Cancer  of  the  Stom- 
ach," and  Dr.  Thompson  gave  report  of  "Autopsy"  of  the 
same. 

The  Annual  Address  was  delivered  by  the  President  during 
the  evening,  after  which  the  Association  adjourned  to  Steadman's 
Parlors,  where  they  partook  of  a  "  banquet"  given  by  Grayson 
County  Medical  Society  and  local  physicians. 

June  10:  -Association  met  at  9  a.  m.  President  Thompson 
in  the  chair.  This  session  was  devoted  to  attending  to 
business  pertaining  to  the  Association  and  the  appointing  of 
committees  of  the  various  sections.  The  following  committees 
were  appointed,  viz: 

Surgery — "  Dislocations": 

J.  M.  Fort,  Paris. 

I.  P.  Gunly,  Sherman; 

T.  M.  Taylor,  Sherman. 

Gynaecology — "  Uterine  Tumors,  and  the  Management  of  the 
Second  Stage  of  Labor": 
J.  T.  Wilson,  Austin; 
J.  Duncan,  Savoy; 
V.  A.  Harveth,  Gainesville. 

Practice — "  Pernicious  Malarial  Fever,  as  seen  in  this  sec- 
tion of  the  country: 
E.  VV.  Rush,  Paris. 
J.  R.  Bristow,  Farmington. 
S.  E.  Bramlett.  Paris. 
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The  following  gentlemen  were  elected  to  membership  during 
the  session,  viz: 

T.  M.  Taylor,  Sherman. 
J.  W.  Jackson,  Sherman, 
S.  D.  Howser,  Aubrey. 
Y.  D.  Emerson.  Cameron. 
I.  D.  Devine,  White  Mound. 

D.  Garden,  Pottsboro. 

J.  R.  Burton,  Farmington. 

E.  W.  Arnold,  Whitesboro. 

The  Association  adjourned  to  meet  in  Paris  the  second  Tues- 
day in  December,  18V6. 

F.  D.  Thomson, 'President. 
Geo.  R.  Clayton,  Secretary  pro  tern. 

The  "North  Texas  Medical  Association"  has  about  100  mem- 
bers. The  territory  embraces  all  the  northern  tier  of  country 
from  Texarkana  to  the  western  border  ot  Cook  county.  The 
meetings  are  held  semi  annually,  in  June  and  December,  at 
Sherman  and  Paris  respectively.  The  meetings  are  generally 
largely  attended,  and  the  papers  are  on  practical  subjects  and 
are  generally  very  interesting  and  elicit  thorough  discussion 
of  the  subjects. 


Another  Still. — We  are  indebted  to  Dr.  R.  A.  Taylor,  of 
Millwood,  Collin  county,  for  a  copy  of  the  Constitution  and 
By-laws  of  "  The  Rockwall  and  S.  E.  Collin  County  Medical 
Association, "  an  organization  recently  effected,  and  of  which 
Dr.  R.  A.  Taylor  is  President,  and  Dr.  H.  W.  Manson  is  Sec- 
retary. 


Travis  County  Medical  Society. — At  the  regular  meeting 
of  this  staunch  society,  July  1st.,  there  was  an  interesting  dis- 
cussion on  a  query  propounded  by  a  committee  appointed  to 
select  a  subject  for  discussion,  "  What  has  been  your  experi- 
ence in  treatment,  medical  and  surgical,  based  on  the  germ 
theory  of  disease?"    Dr.  Burt  read  an  elaborate  paper—the 
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last  he  ever  wrote — in  which  he  arrayed  all  the  known  facts 
against  the  acceptance  of  the  g«rm  theory.  This  was  discussed 
by  Drs.  McLaughlin,  Hadra,  Swearingen,  Morris,  and  others 
of  the  society,  and  by  most  of  the  visiting  physicians  present. 
The  meeting  was  honored  by  the  presence  of  Drs.  Tyner  and 
Terrell,  of  San  Antonio,  Gruber,  of  New  Braunfels,  Thorpe, 
of  Liberty  Hill,  Christian  and  King,  of  Burnet,  Hamilton  and 
Cook,  of  Hornsby,  and  Dr.  Florence  E.  Collins,  of  Austin, 
who  was  admitted  to  membership.  After  the  business  was 
finished,  the  brethren  adjourned  from  "  labor  to  refreshment," 
and  discussed  peach  cream  and  caramels  till  a  late  hour. 

We  are  pleased  to  say  this  society  is  in  a  flourishing  condi- 
tion. This  departure,  the  inviting  of  visitors  from  neighbor- 
ing c  ties,  was  instituted  in  the  hope  that  others  would  follow 
the  example,  and  in  that  way  bring  about  a  mo  e  intimate  re- 
lation and  acquaintance  amongst  the  physicians  of  this  State. 


Notice  to  Members,  P.  M.  B.  A.,  of  Texas. —Our  brother, 
Dr.  David  Sayres,  holder  of  certificate  No.  89,  in  the  Physi- 
cians' Mutual  Benefit  Association  of  Texas,  died  July  2, 
1886,  at  his  home  in  Bastrop.  Assessment  No.  2  has  been  is- 
sued to  members,  calling  upon  them  for  $1  each  to  the  fund  for 
the  benefit  of  his  family,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Constitu- 
tion and  By-Laws  of  the  Order.  Failure  to  pay  within  thirty 
days  from  the  date  of  notice  entails  forfeiture  of  membership 
and  all  monies  previously  paid  in,  and  the  erasure  from  the 
roll  of  the  name  of  members  so  failing  to  comply  with  their 
pledges.  F.  E.  Daniel, 

Secretary  and  Treasurer. 


A  High  Compliment  to  a  Distinguished  Texas  Physician. 
— Dr.  Q,  C.  Smith,  of  Austin,  Texas,  has  been  made  a  Fellow 
of  the  Society  of  Science,  Letters  and  Art  of  London,  and  has 
received  his  certificate,  with  the  compliments  of,  and  an  auto- 
graphic letter  from  the  Hon.  President,  Sir  Henry  V.  Goold — 
Bart. 


AD  VERTISEMENTS. 


[LIQUID.] 


Prepared  according  to  the  directions  of  Prof.  E.  N.  Horsford,  of  Cambridge,  Mass 
Universally  prescribed  and  recommended  by  physicians  of  all  schools. 


IN  DYSPEPSIA,  CONSTIPATION,  INDIGESTION, 

The  lining  membrane  of  the  stomach  when  in  a  normal  con- 
dition, contains  cells  filled  with  the  gastric  juice,  in  which 
phosphoric  acid  combined  with  lime,  iron,  potash,  etc.,  is  an 
important  active  principle;  this  is  necessary  to  a  perfect  diges- 
tion. If  the  stomach  is  not  supplied  with  the  necessary  gastric 
juice  to  incite  or  promote  digestion,  dyspepsia  will  follow  with 
all  its  train  of  incident  diseases.  The  only  known  acid  which 
can  be  taken  into  the  stomach  to  promote  digestion,  without 
injury,  is  phosphoric  acid  combined  with  lime,  potash,  iron, 
etc.,  i.  e.,  Horsford's  Acid  Phosphate,  which  is  hereby 
offered  to  the  public. 


sick  Headache  and  Nervous  Prostration. 

Dr.  W,  P.  ClnU,i,  r,  Buffalo,  X.  F.,  says: 
"  r  know  it  to  h*  henejjlclal  in  tick  headache 
and  nervous  prmtrattsm." 

Beneficial  Result*. 
Dr  EJ  Williamson,  St  Louis.  Mo.  say, 


A  Good  Nerve  Tonic. 
Dr  R  S  McUombs,  Philadelphia.  Pa,  says: 
'l  used  it  in  nervous  dyspepsia  u  ith  success. 
It  is  a  good  nerve  tonic  " 

A  Wonderful  Remedy. 
Dr  T  B  Andrew,  late  Demonstrator  of 


Marked  Imiefieial  result*  in  imperfecf hi  A  Anatomy,  Jefferson  Medical  &  ttege,  Ph.Ua., 
gestign  and  diabetes  meRitus"     '    '         iPa.says:  "A  wonderful  remedy  which  gave 
T.       ,    r  .     ..  me  most  gratifying  results  in  the  worst  forms 

n    rir  irP^?ttWwn,if  \of  dyspepsia. 

Dr.  W.W.  Sehofleld,  DalUm,  Mass., saus:\  ..    ,  r  » 

"It  promote*  digestion  and  overcomes  actdl   ^  a  „  ^^ruiUIndimstian. 
stomach  I  JsfFQ  McGavoek,  McQavoc,  Ark.,  says: 

"It  acts  beneficially  in  obstinate  indigestion." 

We  have  received  a  large  number  of  letters  from  physicians 
of  the  highest  standing  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  "relating 
their  experience  with  the  Acid  Phosphate,  and  speaking  of  it 
in  high  terms  of  commendation.  Physicians  desiring  to  test 
Horsford 's  Acid  Phosphate  will  be  furnished  a  sample  without 
expense,  except  express  charges.    Pamphlet  free. 

Prof.  Horsford's  Raking  Preparations. 

Are  made  of  the  Acid  Phosphate  in  powdered  form.  They  re- 
store the  phosphates  that  are  taken  from  the  flour  in  bolting. 
Descriptive  pamphlet  sent  free. 

Riuiiford  Chemical  Works,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Beware  of  Imitations  and  Substitutes. 


AD  VER  TISEMENTS. 


IT  WILL  NOT  STAINI 

MERRILL  { COLORLESS  [MERRELL 

Solution  of  Hydrastia. 

A  permanent  solution  of  the  white  Alkaloid  of  the  Hydrastis  Canadensis— adapt- 
ed to  the  local  treatment  of  all  diseases  of  the  mucous  surfaces. 

Recommended  and  Endorsed  by  Bartholow,  Scudder,  Hall,  Rutherford  and 
other  prominent  writers  in  every  school  of  medicine. 

Tested  and  Approved  in  Diseases  of  the  Nasal  Passages—  of  the  Eye— of  the 
Throat— of  the  Stomach  and  Intestines— of  the  Reproductive  Organs  and  Bladder. 


iS< 


MERRBLL  { COLORLESS }  MRRRELL 

Solntion  of  Bismutl  &  Hyflrastia. 

Introduced  by  us  in  1872.  Associated  with  Bismuth,  the  medicinal  action  of  Hy- 
drastia is  increased  and  its  uses  extended.  This  sohition  contains  2Y2  grains  of  the 
double  citrate  of  Bismuth  and  Hydrastia,  25  per  cent  of  which  is  Hydrastia  Citrate. 


Merrell 


Merrell 


Endorsed  by  the  Medical  Profession  of  the  United  States;  is  the  most  perfect  rep- 
resentative of  all  the  Medicinal  Virtues  of  the  Golden  Seal  Root.  The  White  and 
Yellow  Alkaloids  are  herein  presented  in  a  perfectly  clear,  neutral  non-irritating  so- 
lution, applicable  to  the  treatment  of  all  irritable,  inflammatory  and  ulcerative  con- 
ditions of  the  mucous  tract. 


TheWm.  S.  Merrell  Chemical  Co., 

OlNCIN  NATI, 

Sole  Manufacturers. 

Missouri  River  Depots. 

Meyer  Bros.  Drug  Co.,  Woodward,  Faxon  &  Co.,  Kansas  City; 
McPike  &  Fox,  Atchison  ;  Smith,  Van  Natta  &  Co.,  St. Joseph  ; 

H.  J.  Clarke,  Lincoln  ;  H.  J.  Clarke  Drug  Co.,  Omaha. 
J.  J.  Schott  &  Co.,  Galveston  ;  E.  J.  Hart  &  Co.,  New  Orleans. 
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ADDRESS. 


Custom  is  a  strange  thing;  and  sometimes,  however  absurd, 
a  custom  is  quite  tenacious. 

It  is  now,  and  for  a  long  time  has  been,  and  perhaps  always 
will  be,  in  this  country,  the  custom  to  elect  to  the  offices  of 
honor  in  medical  societies  not  always  the  most  scientific, — 
not,  necessarily,  the  ablest  or  the  most  learned  of  the  mem- 
bers; but  such  associations,  being  of  a  complex  character,  ex- 
hibiting often,  more  of  asocial  than  of  a  scientific  tendency,  and 
with  a  proneness  to  lose  the  equilibrium,  and  run  all  to  frolic, 
it  happens  occasionally  that  social  qualities  count  first,  in  mak- 
ing up  the  estimates  for  the  annual  elections;  hence  the  popu- 
lar man,  being  the  favorite,  comes  in  under  the  string,  several 
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lengths  ahead.  This  is  especially  apt  to  be  the  case,  if,  to  his 
admirable  social  qualities  be  added  a  fluency  of  speech  or  an 
aptness  at  off-hand  declamation. 

Moreover,  custom  has  made  the  man  of  choice  a  representa- 
tive man,  to  that  extent  that  the  Association,  and  the  profes- 
sion at  large  in  the  State,  are  judged,  and  sized  up  by  his  ut- 
terances,— his  mental  calibre;  and  this,  not  alone  on  scientific 
questions.  In  fact,  generally  speaking,  it  is  fair  to  assume  that 
the  President  of  a  State  Association  does  represent  the  profes- 
sion which  thus  honors  him.  But  that  he  always  does  so, 
must  be  looked  upon  in  the  light  of  a  non  sequitar. 

Now,  in  the  eighteen  years  of  the  existence  of  the  organiza- 
tion known  as  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association,  that  repre- 
sentative men  have,  more  than  once,  been  elected  to  the  ['resi- 
dency, no  one  will  deny;  and  their  administration  has  reflected 
credit  upon  the  Association;  and  they  have,  in  their  addresses, 
fairly  reflected  the  sentiments  of  the  body  which  they  repre- 
sented. But  that  this  has  always  been  the  case  with  reference 
to  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association  it  cannot  be  shown. 

There  are,  in  fact,  two  notable  exceptions;  and  as  one  of  the 
gentlemen  referred  to  said,  amongst  other  things,  in  iiis  presi- 
dential address,  4 'it  is  well  that  the  Association  does  not  hold 
itself  responsible  for  the  opinions  or  declarations  of  its  indivi- 
dual members," — we  claim,  with  equal  justice,  that  the  asso- 
ciation should  not  always  be  held  responsible  for  the  utterances 
and  opinions  of  its  presiding  officer.  The  same  gentleman 
also  said,  "many  ideas  fraught  with  absurdity  find  expression 
in  as  learned  bodies  as  ours;"  and  immediately,  though  unwit- 
tingly, gave  an  emphatic  illustration  of  the  truth  of  his  asser- 
tion in  the  following  language 

"Strange  as  it  may  appear,  there  are  those  who  say  they  hon- 
estly believe,  and  actually  attempt  to  teach  that  man  is  a  des- 
cendant of,  or  has  ascended  from  a  lower  organism.  *  *  * 
The  larger  number  of  our  profession  hold  and  teach  that  man 
was  created  in  the  image  of  his  Maker,  full  and  complete  in  all 
the  anatomical  structure  as  we  are  to-day."  (Dr.  A.  P.  Brown, 
Presidential  Address,  Trans.  Tex.  S.  Med.  Soc.  1884. 

We  would  not  disparage  the  able  and  distinguished  gentle- 
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men  whose  addresses  we  quote,  for  they  are  prominent,  well 
known,  and,  as  the  matter  goes,  worthy  of  the  distinction  con- 
ferred upon  them  by  their  election  to  the  highest  office  within 
the  gift  of  the  Association;  but  we  do  say  that,  in  our  deliber- 
ate judgment,  the  majority  of  the  members  of  the  Association 
deprecate  the  introduction  of  a  religious  element  into  the  an- 
nual addresses.  It  is  thought  that  such  addresses  should  be 
of  a  purely  scientific  character;  and,  in  these  two  instances, 
the  gentlemen  have  disappointed  many  friends,  and  surprised 
all.  Not  only  that,  speaking  for,  and  in  the  name  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, they  have  transcended  the  bounds  of  propriety  in  ven- 
turing upon  theological  grounds,  but  they  have  spoken  senti- 
ments which  do  not  find  response  or  sympathy  in  the  bosoms 
of  a  large  majority  of  the  members.  Such  sentiments,  doubt- 
less, are  honestly  entertained  by  the  distinguished  gentlemen, 
and,  doubtless,  do  honor  to  their  early  religious  training;  but 
we  hold  that  they  are  out  of  place,  and  untimely,  when  incor- 
porated into  an  address  before  a  society  whose  ends  are  osten- 
sibly the  advancement  of  medical  and  cognate  sciences. 

So  reluctant  are  we  to  engage  in  a  discussion  of  this  charac- 
ter, that  the  remarks  of  President  Brown,  delivered  some  two 
years  ago,  would  have  been  allowed  to  pass  unnoticed  (though 
we  have  heard  it  said  by  many  that  the  Doctor  made  a  mistake 
in  his  estimate  of  the  Association,  touching  the  belief  of  the 
members  in  evolution),  were  it  not  that  recently  there  has 
been  an  emphatic  repetition  of  this  thing — a  reiteration  of  the 
assertion,  in  substance,  that  the  members  of  the  Texas  State 
Medical  Association  reject  in  toto  the  inspired  conceptions  of 
Darwin,  Huxlej^,  Herbert  Spencer,  and  others  of  that  school  of 
scientists — the  latest  revelations  of  modern  science,  and  that 
those  distinguished  men  are  held  in  contempt  by  the  profession 
of  Texas;  that  the  great  truths  enunciated  by  them,  and  which 
are  now  all  but  universally  accepted,  are  held  in  derision  by 
the  medical  men  of  a  great  State.  We  say,  perhaps,  we  should 
not  have  referred  to  the  subject  at  all,  had  it  not  been  that  at 
the  recent  meeting  of  the  State  Medical  Association  at  Dallas, 
our  worthy  President,  Dr.  E.  P.  Becton,  emphatically  11  saw  " 
the  theological  11  ante  "  of  Brother  Brown,  and  went  him  con- 
liderably  better.    Indeed,  Dr.  Brown,  speaking  without  au- 
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thority,  "  went  it  blind  "  as  to  the  sentiments  of  the  members; 
and  Dr.  Becton  certainly  "  straddled  tne  blind  "  when  he  said: 

"  Now  and  then  some  misguided  member  of  the  profession 
accepts  the  teachings  of  such  men  [sic]  as  Darwin  and  Huxley- 
but  the  great  body  of  American  physicians  know  that  these 
doctrines  are  as  withering,  blighting  as  the  winter's  frost;  that 
they  cramp  the  genius,  freeze  the  vivid  and  glowing  aspirations 
of  the  mind,  and  clip  with  unsparing  hand,  the  lofty  flights  of 
the  intellect":  that  they  hush  the  still  small  voice  of  con- 
science here,  and  damn  the  soul  hereafter."  [Here  followed  a 
glowing  eulogy  on  the  Bible.] 

This  declaration  by  the  President  of  the  Texas  State  Medical 
Association,  speaking  for,  and  in  behalf  of  the  organized  medi. 
cal  profession  of  Texas,  standing  unchallenged,  thoroughly 
commits  the  Association  to  sentiments  which,  we  believe — nay, 
know,  are  foreign  to  a  large  majority  of  the  members.  It 
amounts  to  an  emphatic  u  call;"  and  hence  this  article — a  show- 
ing of  hands,  as  it  were. 

We  have  conversed  with  many  of  the  members,  and  the  re- 
sult of  our  observation  is,  that  Dr.  Becton  stands  almost  alone 
in  his  denunciation  of  the  doctrine  of  ;<  evolution — natural  se- 
lection and  the  survival  of  the  fittest" — solitary,  and  without 
support  in  the  disrespectful  terms  in  which  he  has  seen  proper 
to  speak  of  these  great — the  greatest  scientists  of  this  or  of  any 
age — men  to  whom  the  scientific  world  owe  a  heavy  debt  of 
gratitude,  cheerfully,  reverentially  acknowledged  by  them 
throughout  the  civilized  world!  And  this  journal,  aspiring  to 
be  the  f  xponent  of  rational  medicine  in  Texas — reflecting,  as  it 
does,  to  some  extent,  at  least,  the  sentiments  of  the  State  As- 
sociation, feels  called  upon  to  disclaim  for  itself,  and,  for  a 
large  number  of  its  readers,  any  participation  in.  or  sympathy 
with  any  such  opinions!  We  deny  most  emphatically  that  the 
"  great  body  of  the  profession"  (of  Texas,  at  least)  have  any 
such  knowledge  of  the  destructive  effects  of  scientific  teacnings, 
to  mind,  body  and  soul,  as  is  by  Dr.  B.  ascribed  to  them.  We 
know,  of  our  own  knowledge,  many  gentlemen  wTho  are  in  per- 
fect sympathy  with  evolution  as  opposed  to  special  creation, 
and  who  have  experienced  none  of  the  "blighting,"  "  wither- 
ing/' "damning"  and  "hushing"  influences,  so  forcibly  and 
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so  eloquently  depicted  by  our  distinguished  President.  In- 
deed, they  are  amongst  the  most  enlightened  and  progressive 
of  our  State  Association;  and  we  know,  furthermore,  that 
many  of  them  feel  sore  and  hurt  at  being  thus  emphatically 
handed  over  to  Genesis,  and  represented  as  despising  the  men 
whom  the  scientific  world  delights  to  honor.  In  the  expression 
of  such  sentiments,  which,  as  before  said,  do  credit  to  Dr.  Bec- 
ton's  early  religious  instruction,  and  which  would,  doubtless, 
have  won  for  him  a  name,  great  amongst  theologians,  if  thundered 
from  the  pulpit,  Dr.  Becton  has  transcended  fairly  the  boundi 
of  propriety  and  good  taste,  and  almost  overstepped  the  limits 
of  forbearance.  Such  sentiments,  we  say  (and  let  us  not  b$ 
misunderstood),  are  out  of  place  in  a  presidential  address  be- 
fore a  State  Medical  Society,  however  orthodox  and  appropri- 
ate they  might  be  considered  elsewhere;  and,  as  the  Texas 
State  Medical  Association,  as  such,  makes  no  pretensions  to 
orthodox  Christianity,  we  protest  it  should  not  be  so  com- 
pletely committed  to  tenets  which  give  it  distinctly  that  aspect. 
We  are  not  attacking  the  orthodoxy  of  Dr.  Becton's  belief.  He 
has  a  perfect  right  to  sustain  Genesis  from  the  jump—if 
he  wants  to — and  to  back  Adam  against  protoplasm  and  the 
field,  so  to  speak;  but  let  him  speak  for  himself,  and  not  for 
the  State  Medical  Association.  Let  him  proclaim  his  religious 
beliefs  from  the  pulpit,  and  pour  his  pathetic  pleadings  to  be 
held  guiltless  of  "  materialism  and  infidelity  "  into  the  ears  of 
sympathizing  sisters  and  brothers;  but  let  him  not  say  that  thev 
are  "misguided*"  amongst  our  fellows  who  have  the  capacity 
to  comprehend  and  the  manliness  to  accept  the  doctrines  of 
"  such  men  as  Darwin  and  Huxley.7' 

For  our  part,  we  see  none  of  that  bugaboo — "atheism"  in 
the  doctrine  of  man's  development  from  a  prime  cause; — the 
admission  of  such  cause,  or  law  of  development  would  seem  to 
demonstrate  the  existence  of  an  All- Wise  Intelligence. 

Evolution  is  no  new  thing,  no  "  discovery."  It  is  a  divine 
truth,  and  has  existed  ab  initio,  eternal  and  immutable  !  It  is 
man  who  has  just  received  its  impress  upon  an  awakened  con- 
sciousness that  is  new; — he  being  now,  for  the  first  time,  suffi- 
ciently advanced  intellectually, — developed,  in  accordance  with 
fixed  laws  of  the  Creator,  to  conceive  of, — to  comprehend  th« 
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manner  and  mode  of  man's  progress  and  development.  That 
Darwin  or  Huxley,  or  any  other  man,  should  conceive  and 
properly  interpret  these  great  truths,  amoun-s  to  a  demonstra- 
tion of  the  correctness  of  their  doctrines.  Gallilleo,  Kepler, 
Newton,  taught  no  new  truths,--  hatched  up  no  new  theory  to 
account  for  the  systems  of  worlds  and  their  motion  ;  what  they 
taught  had  always  been  so, — but  they  were  the  first,  so  far  as 
we  know,  to  divine  the  true  state  of  affairs, — to  interpret  cor- 
rectly the  language  of  nature,  and  to  expound  her  governing 
laws  ;  and  we  are  sure  the  accepted  belief  in  the  laws  of  gravi- 
tation ;uid  the  relation  of  the  heavenly  bodies,  to  say  nothing 
of  our  system  of  geology — militates  just  as  much  against  Scrip- 
ture, as  does  the  theory  of  man's  (and  the  earth's)  develop- 
ment against  the  account  of  creation  given  in  Genesis. 

All  this  outcry  against  the  doctrine  of  evolution  tending  to 
11  atheism  "  and  "  infidelity,"  is  on  a  par  with  the  persecution 
of  Gallilleo;  and  like  it,  will  pass  away  with  the  future, — 
higher  development  of  the  mind  of  man  !  The  histor}r  of  civ- 
ilization furnishes  abundant  evidence  that  as  man  has  advanced 
in  intellectual  development  he  has  conceived  of,  and  compre- 
hended more  and  more  of  the  truths  and  beauties  of  nature's 
laws.  Alphabets  and  primers  are  put  into  the  hands  of  chil- 
dren. Not  until  their  minds  have  reached  the  plane  of  devel- 
opment which  will  enable  them  to  comprehend  the  more  ab- 
struse themes,*  are  they  entrusted  with  books.  So  with  the 
book  of  nature.  Man  is  just  leaving  his  childhood  (intellect- 
ually) behind  him,  and  entering  upon  a  period  of  existence 
when  doors,  shut  for  all  these  centuries,  yield  to  the' 'open 
sesame"  of  intellectuality;  and  when  all  shall  have  reached 
that  stage — when  what  now  seems  mist}7,  mythical  and  mixed 
shall  be  as  clear  to  the  mind  as  the  noon-day's  sun,  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  man — lay,  minister  and  professional — will  be  able  to 
entertain  a  broader  conception  of  Deity  than  that  which  de- 
bases Him  to  the  stature  of  a  creature.  Then,  and  not  till  then, 
can  man  be  said  to  be  "  an  image  of  his  Maker." 


*We  have  often  thought  that  perhaps  the  Scriptural  account  of  cosmogony  vrae, 
adapted  to  the  then  popular  comprehension. 
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DEATH  OF  DR.  WILLIAM  JEFFERSON  BURT,  SECRETARY  TEXAS  STATE 
MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 


The  medical  profession  of  Texas,  and  more  particularly  the 
State  Medical  Association  has  sustained  a  sad,  sad  loss  in  the 
death  of  this  estimable  gentleman  and  physician.  On  the 
night  of  July  1st,  he  read  an  elaborate  paper  before  the  Travis 
County  Medical  Society.  Having  been  complaining  for  sev- 
eral days  previously  of  some  bowel  trouble,  he  took  to  bed 
that  night  and  in  one  week  and  a  day  was  no  more.  His  death 
was  calm  and  without  a  struggle.  He  passed  away  quietly  at 
4  a.  if.,  Saturday  July  10  h,  and  his  remains  were  followed  to 
the  grave  by  the  largest  concourse  of  people  that  ever  did  hon- 
ors to  any  deceased  in  Austin.  During  the  impressive  servi- 
ces at  the  Church — by  his  confidential  friend,  companion 
and  constant  associate — the  minister  of  the  Church  of  which  he 
was  a  member  Rev.  Dr.  Smoot,  strong  men  wept,  and  all 
classes,  high  and  low,  shared  the  great  grief  his  untimely  death 
brings  on  this  community.  He  was  universally  beloved  for 
his  many  excellent  qualities  of  head  and  heart. 

"Dr.  Burt  was  born  in  Dawson ville,  Ga.,  June  15,  1838. 
After  finishing  his  literarv  education  at  Hiawasse  and  Mossy 
Creek  colleges,  «  ast  Tennessee,  he  studied  medicine  in  1858-9 
•  in  Georgia  and<  i  Dr.  .lohn  Hockenhull,  and  attended  lectures 
in  Atlanta,  where  he  graduated  in  I860, 

In  the  same  year  he  moved  to  Arkansas  and  entered  the  Con- 
federate army  as  surgeon  to  the  17th  Arkansas  regiment.  He 
continued  in  the  service  until  the  close  of  the  war. 

In  I860  he  settled  at  Jacksonport,  Ark.,  there  continuing  to 
practice  his  profession  until  the  close  of  1873,  when  he  came  to 
Austin,  for  his  health,  where  he  has  resided  ever  since. 

In  1879-80  he  took  a  medical  course  in  New  York  in  the  Col- 
lege of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  and  in  Bellevue  Hospital  Med- 
ical Collp^1.  He  was  an  active  member  of  the  Travis  County 
Medical  Association,  of  which  at  one  time  he  was  president. 
He  \va:  al^o  a  member  of  the  American  Medical  Association, 
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At  one  time  he  was  chairman  of  the  board  of  managers  of  the 
Texas  Insane  Asylum  and  President  of  the  Medical  Examining 
Board  of  the  sixteenth  judicial  district.  During  the  years  of 
1884-85  he  was  city  and  count}r  physician,  and  for  six  years 
Secretary  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association. 

Dr.  Burt  was  married  in  1860  to  Matilda  Palmer,  of  Big  Sa- 
vannah, Ga.  He  leaves  his  wife  and  three  sons — the  oldest, 
Montrose  Burt,  being  just  21,  and  the  youngest  17  year3  of  age. 

He  was  one  of  the  leading  physicians  of  this  county  and  city, 
and  as  such  at  times  contributed  some  very  interesting  and 
valuable  papers  to  the  medical  literature  of  the  day.  He  was 
held  in  high  esteem  by  all  with  whom  he  associated,  and  his 
death  has  caused  a  void  which  will  be  difficult  to  fill." 
— (Statesman.) 

The  entire  medical  profession  of  Austin  attended  his  funeral, 
— two  members  of  the  Travis  County  Medical  Association — 
acting  as  pall  bearers,  with  two  members  from  the  Lodge  of 
Knights  of  Honor  of  which  he  was  a  member,  and  two  repre- 
sentatives of  his  Church. 

A  meeting  of  the  physicians  of  the  city  was  held  the  day  of 
his  death,  and  Drs.  W.  A.  Morris,  R.  M.  Swearingen  and  F.  E. 
Daniel  were  appointed  a  committee  to  draft  resolutions  expres- 
sive of  the  sentiments  of  the  profession  of  the  city  on  the  death 
of  their  companion  ;  and  the  following  was  adopted,  ordered 
published  in  The  Statesman,  and  a  copy  in  manuscript  sent 
to  the  family  of  the  deceased. 

"  Whereas  ;  He,  "  without  whose  knowledge  not  a  sparrow 
falleth  to  the  ground,"  has,  in  His  inscrutable  wisdom  removed 
from  oar  midst  our  friend  and  fellow-physician,  Dr.  W.  J. 
Burt,  in  the  prime  and  vigor  of  his  mature  manhood,  in  mid- 
career  of  his  usefulness  as  a  citizen  and  a  practitioner  of  the 
healing  art,  ere  the  measure  of  his  years  had  been  fulfilled  ; 

Resolved,  That  it  is  with  the  sincerest  regret  and  sorrow  that 
we  are  deprived  thus  prematurely  of  his  companionship  and 
services,  and  that  we  will  ever  cherish  for  his  memory  the 
kindliest  sentiments. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  death  of  Dr.  Burt  the  medical  profes- 
sion at  large  has  sustained  an  immeasurable  loss  ;  in  its  organ- 
ized capacity,  one  of  its  most  useful,  active,  zealous  and  pro- 
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gressive  workers  ;  an  officer  whose  labor  and  talents  have  con- 
tributed very  largely  to  the  success  and  progress  of  the  Asso- 
ciation ;  that  the  city  of  Austin  has  been  bereft  of  one  of  her 
most  liberal  and  enlightened,  and  really  useful  citizens  ;  and 
that  in  every  relation  of  life,  his  was  an  example  worthy  of 
emulation  :  a  kind,  loving  and  provident  husband  and  father, 
a  devoted  Christian  worker  in  the  Church,  a  useful  and  liberal- 
minded  citizen,  a  staunch  friend,  and  an  enlightened  and  be- 
nevolent physician.  And  as  we  consign  to  earth  the  mortal 
remains  of  our  cherished  friend  and  fellow-worker  in  a  cause  to 
which  he  lent  lustre,  and  adorned,  we  experience  the  deepest 
grief  and  sorrow.  The  thought  is  agonizing,  that  no  more  in 
this  life  will  we  meet  his  genial  smile,  his  cordial  and  honest 
grasp,  nor  in  the  sick  room  hear  his  sympathetic  and  encour- 
aging voice,  nor  listen  to  the  words  of  wisdom  and  learning 
that  were  wont  to  delight  us  in  our  society  halis;  yet  in  all 
humiliation  and  reverence  we  do  humbly  bow  to  the  will  of  the 
Great  Physician,  and  console  us  that  He,  too,  is  the  Great 
Healer  of  our  hearts,  while  we  say  "  Thy  will,  not  mine,  be 
done,  Oh  God  I" 

Peace  to  thy  ashes,  Oh  genial,  true-hearted  Christian  friend. 
May  the  Tender  Shepherd  comfort,  console  and  support  thy 
little  Hock,  loved  so  well,  in  the  bitterness  of  their  grief,  in 
this,  the  sad  hour  of  their  affliction  and  heart  desolation." 


DO  WE  NEED  A  CIVIL  SERVICE  REFORM  IN  MEDICINE  ? 


No  one  has  said  so,  but  there  has  evidently  been,  at  the  Jef- 
ferson Medical  College  of  Philadelphia,  an  application  of  pol- 
itical methods  unworthy  of  so  high  a  scientific  body  as  that 
which  constitutes  the  faculty.  There  have  been  "offensive 
partisans,"  and  their  want  of  loyalty  has  cost  a  number  of  sub- 
alterns their  official  heads.  Mind,  no  one  else  has  said  so,  and 
we  have  no  authority  for  saying  so ;  we  arrive  at  the  conclusion 
from  indications  and  from  disconnected  facts — trivial  in  them- 
selves   but  which  put  together  furnish  evidence  that  loyalty  to 
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the  South  and  West,  to  the  National  Medical  Association,  to 
justice  and  to  the  code  of  our  fathers  has  been  construed  into  a 
political  crime,  by  those  in  authority,  and  that  "the  punish- 
ment has  been  made  to  fit  the  crime,"  at  Jefferson  Medical 
College. 

Smarting  under  the  defeat  of  the  scheme  to  organize  the  Inter, 
national  Medical  Congress  out  of  the  select  material  of  Phila- 
delphia, New  York  and  Boston,  in  violation  of  every  principle 
of  right  and  justice,  certain  members  of  that  august  body  ,  the 
faculty  of  the  Jefferson  Medical  College,  have  doubtless  cleared 
out  of  their  positions,  all  the  lecturers  and  assistants  and  ad- 
juncts who  took  part  in  the  controversy,  and  against  the  Agnew- 
Roberts-Hayes  faction  in  the  International  Congress  business  ; 
beginning  with  Shoemaker.  We  believe  it  was  not  intended  to 
part  with  Pancoast,  and  his  resignation,  (which  does  him  honor), 
was  a  surprise  to  the  bosses.  He  is  said  to  have  withdrawn  in 
disgust ;  that  he,  being  democratic,  and  seeing  his  friends 
badly  treated,  could  not,  consistently  with  his  self  respect, 
longer  affiliate  with  the  soi  disant  aristocrats  of  the  faculty — 
whom  one  of  our  exchanges  so  irreverently  calls  "  dudes." 

Why  do  we  say  so  ?  Because — first,  it  is  known  that  a  large 
number  of  assistant  professors  and  lecturers  have  been  dis- 
pensed with  at  the  Jefferson  Medical  College  without  thanks, 
and  as  far  as  we  know  they  are  all  of  the  Shoemaker-Atkinson 
politics —those  two  excellent  gentlemen  being  first  amongst 
them  to  go;  2nd.  Because  Pancoast  did  resign,  and  was  received 
with  open  arms  by  those  dismissed.  They  gave  him  a  dinner,  at 
which,  according  to  the  Medical  Record,  none  of  the  Jefferson 
Professors  were  present;  and  "so  few  of  the  prominent  [?] 
Philadelphia  Physicians"  were  invited. 

3rd.  Because  those  mentioned  have  pooled  their  interests — 
and,  combining  on  the  Medico-Chirurgical  College,  have  al- 
ready formed  a  new  faculty,  and  propose  to  run  opposition  to 
the  "Old  Jeff." 

Should  our  surmises  be  true  we  will  back  the  new  concern  to 
the  extent  of  our  humble  ability  ;  and  will  urge  the  profes- 
sion of  the  South  and  West  to  stand  by  them,  as  they  stood  by 
ug,  and  suffered  for  opinions  sake. 

Verily,  it  is  a  strange  inconsistency  to  declare  so  vehemently 
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against  politics  in  medicine,  and  then  to  be  the  first  to  apply 
political  methods  in  Medical  Colleges.  Only  a  few  days  ago, 
the  Apostle  of  the  Godly  self-elect  electrified  his  ninety-nine 
fellow-"  American  Physicians,"  and  brought  about  a  tre- 
mendous clapping  of  hands,  so  to  speak,  by  the  declaration 
that  "  we  want  a  society  with  no  politics  and  no  code," — and 
behold  !— 

In  dismissing  these  Southern  (and  Western)  sympathizers 
the  Jefferson  Medical  College  has  lost  its  last  hold  on  the 
patronage  of  the  South  and  West;  and  as  a  matter  of  business, 
this  step  was  very  unwise  ;  it  was  biting  the  nose  off  to  spite 
the  face. 


LAWSON  TAIT'S  WONDERFUL  SUCCESS  IN  OVARIOTOMY. 


A  phenomenon  of  the  nineteenth  century  is  the  progress 
made  in  abdominal  surgery  as  evidenced  by  Lawson  Tait's 
one  hundred  and  thirty-nine  consecutive  successful  laparotom- 
ies for  the  removal  of  the  ovaries  or  tubes  or  both. 

This  progress,  like  many  others,  has  been  achieved,  how- 
ever, only  by  a  revolution  ;  and  it  has  brought  about  a  revolu- 
tion in  pathology  and  practice,  the  discarding  of  old  ideas — 
orthodox  for  centuries,  and  the  adoption  of  the  very  reverse 
The  world  sewed  with  the  eye  in  the  head  of  the  needle  foj 
centuries;  Howe  put  it  in  the  point  of  the  needle  and  the  sew. 
ing  machine  was  born.  Tait  discarded  opium  in  peritonitis 
and  now  gives  purgatives,  a  thing  which  formerly  would  have 
condemned  any  man  of  malpractice  in  any  court  of  the  United 
States.  The  fear  of  the  peritoneum  was  what  retarded  pro- 
gress. "It's  the  peritonitis  that  beats  us,"  said  Baker  Brown. 
Tait  abandoned  fear  and  now  "beats  peritonitis."  He  boldly 
invades  the  "sacred  sac,"  having  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that 
"we  are  justified  in  opening  the  peritoneum  very  much  as  we 
open  our  pockets;"  and  that  "suppurative  peritonitis  may  be 
treated  like  any  other  abscess." — Lawson  Tait  in  Brit.  Med. 
Journal. 

His  experience  has  done  away  with  several  other  fallacies, 
and  the  result,  as  formulated  by  himself  into  a  rule  of  action  is 
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— "When  in  doubt;  open  the  abdomen. "  The  rule  formerly 
was,  we  believe,  with  the  average  general  practitioner — "when 
in  doubt,  give  calomel" — the  parallel  of  "leading  trumps," 
according  to  Hoyle.  Tait  has  "coppered"  on  opium;  it  is  no 
longer  "trumps." 

Perhaps  the  most  striking  feature  in  the  report  of  his  one 
hundred  and  thirty-nine  cases,  is  the  fact  that  Mr.  Tait  uses 
no  kind  of  antiseptic  or  germicide.  This  would  look  like  a 
deadener  to  the  idea  of  septic  germs  altogether.  He  shows 
his  contempt  for  germs  in  the  following  language:  "The  water 
I  use  is  plain  unaltered  tap-water,  warmed  by  the  addition  of 
enough  from  the  boiler.  It  is  full  of  germs  and  spores  and 
small  beasts  of  thirty-four  different  varieties,  according  to  a 
careful  report  of  Dr.  Alford  Hill,"  [loc.  cit.~\  and  again,  "My 
fear  of  germs  has  steadily  diminished,  so  that  if  I  could  get 
them  in  sufficiently  large  quantities  I  would  willingly  stuff  my 
pads  with  them  instead  of  wool." 

It  is  to  be  remarked  that  of  his  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine 
cases  not  one  had  been  tapped;  and  Mr.  Tait  says:  "and  for 
many  years  past  1  have  not  had  a  fatal  case  that  had  not  been 
tapped."  He  concludes,  therefore,  very  reasonably  that  "in 
Stilling's  strong  words  tapping  an  ovarian  tumor  is  a  surgical 
crime." 

Another  element  in  the  wonderful  success  of  this  great  and 
bold  operator  is  the  reduction  of  the  length  of  the  incision. 
He  says:  "Nothing  save  an  irreducible  solidity  can  justify  a 
five  inch  incision;"  and  that  he  regards  any  incision  over  three 
inches  as  excessive.  But  "the  main  feature  of  change  accom- 
plished within  the  last  eight  years  in  ovariotomy,"  says  Mr. 
Tait,  "is  the  treatment  of  the  pedicle.  The  clamp  has  been 
wholly  deserted  and  the  intraperitoneal  method  adopted,"  He 
prefers  the  silk  suture  to  the  cautery,  on  account  of  its  univer- 
sal applicability,  and  uses  the  "Staffordshire  knot"  which,  he 
says,  has  never  failed  him.  Mr.  Tait  also  insists  on  including 
in  the  suture  all  tissues  divided-keeping  the  corresponding  tis- 
sues on  each  side  correctly  in  relation  to  each  other  ;  saying  : 
"If  you  exclude  tendon  and  muscle  you  exclude  the  chief  ele- 
ments of  strengh  in  the  union." 

Thus  is  born  another  era  in  Surgery--and  Tait  is  immortal ! 
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"WHAT  ARE  WE  HERE  FOR?" 


This  celebrated  interrogatory  of  the  immortal  Web  Flanagan 
has  been  answered  by  the  President  of  "  The"  Association  of 
American  What'd-ye-call-'em  Physicians,  thus  : 

"  We  all  of  us  know  why  we  are  assembled  here  to-day.  It 
is  because  we  want  an  association  in  which  there  will  be  no 
medical  politics  and  no  medical  ethics."  (Francis  Delafield,# 
President  of  "The"  Association  of  American  Physicians.) 

Exactly.  These  self-righteous  Philadelphia,  Boston  and 
New  York  doctors  who  have  set  themselves  up  as  embodying 
all  the  brains,  all  the  seienc",  all  the  respectability  of  Ameri- 
can medicine,  want  an  association  where  they  can  run  things 
in  their  own  interest; — one  which,  having  "  no  ethics,"  will 
take  no  cognizance  of  crookedness  in  the  way  of  consultations 
with  irregulars,  and  autographic  newspaper  puffs  of  their  surgi- 
cal operations.  These  Publican  Specialists  who  no  doubt 
"  thank  God  that  they  are  not  as  other  men  are  " — (being  con- 
siderably more  "  toney"),  baffled  in  an  attempt  to  "run  the 
machine"  in  the  A.  M.  A.,  set  up  opposition,  and  publish  to 
the  world  that  "  this  is  the  only  genuine  and  great  American 
article  —all  others  are  spurious  -get  the  best." 

We  agree  with  the  Journal  of  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion that  such  an  "Immaculate  Conception"  (and  execution) 
should  have  some  more  distinctive  title, — some  trade  mark  to 
distinguish  it  from  all  other  associations  of  "American  Physi- 
cians;" something  indicative  and  suggestive  of  the  superior 
quality  of  the  stuff  of  which  it  is  composed — if  not  of  the  man- 
ner in  which  it  is  composed; — and  we  timidly  venture  as  ap- 
propriate,—" The  Association  of  The  Few  and  Only  (soi-disant) 
Pre-eminently  Respectable  and  Scientific  Practitioners  of 
(Mixed)  Medicine,  Limited — (none  genuine  without  the  signa- 
ture of  Osier  Minot  and  Fite);"  and  their  motto  should  be, 
"  American  Medicine  in  a  Nutshell." 

By  the  bye,  will  somebody  kindly  inform  us  who  these  gen- 
tlemen are  ?  Who  is  Dr.  Reginald  H.  Fitz— for  instance  ?  and 
what  has  he  done  ?— and  Dr.  "  Edes"— and  "  Dr.  Osier?"— we 
never  heard  of  either  of  those  names  until  we  learned  that  their 
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owners  had  selected  themselves  as  constituting  each,  the  100th 
of  the  sum  total  of  American  wisdom  and  science.  We  are 
ashamed  to  see  Dr.  Whitaker's  name  in  this  pie— ("  four  and 
twenty  black-birds  all  in  a  pie");  he  belongs  to  the  West,  and 
was  doubtless  intended  as  a  small  "  sop  "  to  the  Western  Cer- 
berus. 

We  believe  conceit  has  not  heretofore  been  recognized  among 
the  virtues,  nor  been  considered  an  element  in  scientific  attain- 
ment. As  it  is  evidently  a  predominant  feature  in  this  organi- 
zation, it  must  hereafter  be  recognized  as  both;  and  the  rising 
generation  should  cultivate  cheek,  along  with  medical  science, 
if  they  would  become  "  distinguished  American  physicians." 


"COLORED  PHYSICIANS"  VS.  "  NEGRO  DOCTORS 


The  Austin  Homoeopathic  Journal  said  a  short  time  ago  : 
"  Austin  now  has  three  negro  doctors.  "  [sic]  In  the  June 
number  of  that  publication  the  Editor  having  suddenly  grown 
very  deferential  said  :  "  There  is  to  be  a  Convention  of  Col- 
ored Physicians  in  Galveston  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  a 
State  Association,  they  having  been  refused  membership  in  the 
Allopathic  Association,  on  account  of  their  color,  although  per- 
fectly (i  regular  \9 . 

This  sudden  change  of  tone  can  only  be  accounted  for  by  the 
fact  that  a  very  respectable  colored  physician  of  this  city  re- 
quested said  editor  in  future  to  please  u  spell  it  with  a  capital 
"  N  "  if  he  insisted  on  calling  them  "  negro  doctors.  " 

We  assert  positively  that  no  colored  physician  has  been  re- 
fused admission  to  the  State  Medical  Association  ;  none  have 
applied  for  membership  either  there  or  in  the  Travis  Co.  Med. 
Society.  The  above  was  manufactured  out  of  the  whole  cloth 
for  capital — well,  the  homoeopaths  are  welcome  to  all  the  cap- 
ital they  can  make  in  that  way 

The  same  Journal  spoke  of  Dr.  Mary  Thompson,  having 
been  compelled  to  resign  the  office  of  ohairmain  of  the  Section 
to  which  she  had  been  elected  by  the  A.  M.  A.  Our  interpre- 
tation of  the  affair  from  reading  an  account  of  it  in  the  Journals 
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is  that  she  resigned  voluntarily,  because  one  or  two  individ- 
uals had  criticised  the  action  of  the  Section  in  electing  her ;  but 
that  the  Association  took  any  action  looking  towards  bringing 
about  her  resignation,  we  positively  deny,  -and  assign  the 
statement  of  the  h.  j.  to  the  same  category  with  the  above. 

When  a  convention  of  physicians  was  held  at  Waco  to  or- 
ganize the  Electro-Therapeutic  Association,  Dr.  Vandavel 
(colored),  was,  by  resolution,  invited  to  be  present.  The  col- 
ored physicians  of  Austin  have  a  standing  invitation  to  attend 
the  meetings  of  the  Travis  County  Medical  Society  and  they 
frequently  do  so,  and  are  always  invited  to  participate  in  the 
discussions  ;  being  called  on  by  name  in  turn,  as  are  the  mem- 
bers. We  shall  be  much  pleased  to  see  the  colored  physi- 
cians of  Texas  organize  ;  and  we  will  extend  to  them  the  right 
hand  of  fellowship,  and  to  each  one  of  them  individually  who 
is  professionally  and  morally  in  good  standing.  With  regards 
to  their  making  application  for  membership  in  any  of  the  Asso- 
ciations of  white  physicians,  or  insisting  on  any  "  rights,"  or 
supposed  rights,  they  have  shown  a  delicacy,  and  a  consider- 
ation for  the  social  difference  between  them  and  the  members 
of  the  S.  M.  A.  which  would  shame  a  homoeopath.  Although 
they  outnumber  the  homoeopaths  in  Texas,  they  have  not  "de- 
manded representation"  on  any  "  boards  ",  or  in  any  proposed 
committee  on  legislation;  nor  have  they  "  demanded  "  of  the 
Governor  "a  share  of  public  patronage;"  nor  again,  at  last 
accounts  they  had  not  declared  themselves  "opposed  to  the 
protection  of  the  public  health  "  from  all  dangers  (quacks  in- 
cluded.)—Go  thou  homoeopath  to  the  "  negro  doctor,"  con- 
sider his  ways  and  be  wise. 


IBLIOGRAPHY, 


Mind  Your  Eyes  !  Good  advice  from  a  near-sighted  man  to  his 
fellow-sufferers;  translated  from  the  French  of  Francisque 
Sarcey,  by  Henry  Dickson  Bruns,  M.  D.,  visiting  Oculist 
to  the  Charity  Hospital,  New  Orleans.  N.  0.,  published 
by  the  N.  0.  Medical  Publishing  Association,  1886. 
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This  is  a  neat  little  "  booklet,"  as  the  N.  C.  Medical  Journal 
calls  it ;  being  neither  book  nor  pamphlet— and  is  written  in 
that  sprightly, piquant, vivacious  style  so  eminently  "Frenchy." 
It  is  captivating, — and  once  taken  in  hand,  one  cannot  lay  it 
down  until  it  is  finished.  Dr.  Bruns  very  mod<  stly  says,  that 
"if  he  can't  write  a  book  he  can  translate  one  that  somebody 
else  has  written."  In  this  he  has  conferred  a  boon  on  suffer- 
ing near-sighted  people,  and  a  real  pleasure  on  those  who  will 
not  "mind  their  eyes" — but  will  read, — the  omniverous 
reader.  An  idea  of  the  style  and  contents  of  this  refreshing 
little  morceau  may  best  be  gotten  from  an  extract ; — and  what 
more  appropriate  extract  can  we  give  than  a  "  cataract  extract-" 
ion? 

"The  doctor  said  to  me:  '  Keep  looking  down,  and  take 
things  easy;  don't  strain  on  any  account.'  What  easier  to  do 
than  this  ? 

"  '  All  right,'  said  I  to  myself,  '  I  will  not  strain,  if  that  is 
the  order.'  And  I  strained  with  all  my  might  to  keep  myself 
from  straining.  As  to  looking  down,  it  was  impossible.  While 
I  saw,  for  I  could  still  see  a  little,  the  devilish  knife  crawling 
up  under  my  upper  lid,  my  eye  turned  irresistably  towards  it. 

"  '  Look  down,'  said  M.  Perrin,  gently  ;  '  Look  down,'  said 
Felizet  in  what  was  meant  to  be  a  firm  tone. 

As  for  me,  I  felt  for  myself  mingled  contempt  and  anger, 
for  every  time  that,  by  a  tremendous  effort  of  the  will,  I  turned 
my  eye  down,  it  got  away  again  and  flew  upward  as  if  worked 
by  a  sprmg. 

"  '  I  am  ashamed  of  myself,  doctor,'  said  I,  in  a  most  extra- 
ordinary state  of  weakness.  'I  am  mortified,  humiliated;  I 
thought  that  one  was  always  master  of  his  own  movements  ;  I 
am  not ;  it  is  mortifying.  What  is  the  use  of  being  a  philoso- 
pher?" 

"'Calm  yourself,'  said  M.  Perrin;  'these  are  reflex  move- 
ments.' *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

Taking  advantage  of  a  movement  during  this  conversation, 
M.  Perrin  had  opened  the  eye,  and  the  lens  had  escaped;  the 
operation  was  done,  and  well  done,  with  a  swiftness  and  cer- 
tainty of  which  Felizet  still  speaks  with  admiration. 

"  '  Do  you  see  my  hand,'  said  the  operator,  shaking  it  before 
my  eye.  I  saw  it  through  a  sort  of  fog.  '  Yes,  I  see  it,'  I  said. 
'  Good,  it's  all  over.'  " 

Now — is'nt  that  style  refreshing  ? — (to  the  reader,  not  to  the 
patient).    Write  to  Wharton  Bros.,  6  Carondelet  street,  New 
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Orleans,  for  a  copy — price  50  cents;  and  mention  this  journal, 
please. 


The  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  by  Frank  Hastings 
Hamilton,  A.M.,  M.  D.,  LL.  D.,  late  Professor  of  the  Prac- 
tic  of  Surgery;  with  Operations,  and  of  Clinical  Surgery, 
in  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College;  Consulting  Surgeon 
to  Bellevue  Hospital;  to  the  Bureau  of  Surgical  and  Medi- 
cal Relief  for  the  Outdoor  Poor,  at  Bellevue  Hospital;  to 
St.  Elizabeth's  Hospital,  and  to  the  Hospital  for  the  Rup- 
tured and  Crippled;  Fellow  of  the  New  York  Academy  of 
Medicine,  etc.  Illustrated  with  472  engravings  on  wood. 
Third  edition,  revised  and  corrected.  New  York,  Wm. 
Wood  &  Co. 

The  fisst  edition  of  this  celebrated  work  was  issued  in  1872. 
irbecame  very  popular  at  once  and  was  soon  a  standard  in  the 
schools*  The  work,  we  may  say,  represents  the  conclusions 
arrived  at  as  to  the  best  practical  proceedure  in  surgery  after 
a  long  experience  in  teaching,  and  in  the  practice  of  surgery 
both  in  civil  and  military  life,  by  this  author.  It  is  not  de- 
signed, therefore,  as  a  complete  treatise  on  surgery,  but  as  a 
"text  book  for  students,  and  a  direct  and  complete  guide"  in 
surgical  practice,  according  to  the  author's  own  views  of  the 
subject.  A  second  edition  was  issued  in  1873,  in  which  no 
material  changes  were  made; — typographical  errors  were  elim- 
inated, certain  statements  modified  and  a  few  important  facts 
were  added  only. 

But  since  that  time  such  progress  has  been  made — almost  a 
revolution,  it  may  be  said,  having  taken  place  in  opinion,  since 
the  introduction  of  antiseptics,  that  it  became  necessary  to 
greatly  modify  a  portion  of  the  text,  while  the  original  scope 
and  intentions  have  been  rigidly  adhered  to,  not  that  Dr.  Ham- 
ilton has  adopted  all  that  is  claimed  for  antiseptics  or  "Lister- 
ism,"  for,  we  believe,  he  is  skeptical  as  to  the  "germ  theory," 
— but,  as  he  says — in  the  preface  to  the  third  edition: 

"To  one  whose  experience  has  been  obtained  while  these 
changes  were  in  progress  [the  introduction  of  anaesthesia  in  his 
early  professional  life,  and  that  of  antiseptics  in  his  later  life] 
— a  period  so  brief  in  point  of  time,  but  so  widely  separated 
in  their  practices,  pretences  and  hopes,  it  will  be  granted  to 
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institute  comparisons,  and  to  draw  conclusions.  This  privil- 
ege has  been  exercised  whenever  a  suitable  opportunity  has 
been  presented.' ' 

The  third  edition  is  gotten  out  by  Wood  &  Co.,  in  unusually 
substantial  and  handsome  style. 


A  Doctor's  Experiences  in  Three  Continents.  By  Edward 
Warren— Bey,  M.  D.,  C.  M.,  LL.  D.  Cushing  &  Bailey, 
publishers.    Baltimore,  Md.:  1885;  12mo.;  pp.  613;  cloth. 

This  volume  is  made  up  of  a  series  of  thirty-five  letters,  ad- 
dressed to  John  Morris,  M.  D.,  Baltimore,  Md. 

In  the  first  eight  letters  Dr.  Warren  gives  a  brief  history  of 
his  family,  of  his  Scottish  ancestry,  of  his  early  life,  and  col- 
lege days,  and  intersperses  it  with  many  episodes  which  befall 
boys,  who,  in  mature  years,  become  authors. 

In  the  next  eight  letters,  he  gives  a  history  of  his  visit  to 
Paris  in  1854,  and  his  return  to  North  Carolina,  the  State  of 
his  nativity,  and  of  the  work  and  incidents  of  his  life  until  the 
commencement  of  hostilities  between  the  Confederate  State  8 
and  the  United  States  in  1861. 

In  ten  letters  he  gives  an  interesting  and  graphic  description 
of  his  connection  with  the  Southern  cause,  and  of  the  memor. 
able  transactions  and  scenes  during  those  years, 

In  1872  Dr.  Warren  visited  Egypt,  and  in  the  remaining  nine 
letters  he  gives  us  a  brief  and  instructive  account  of  that  people 
and  their  customs,  and  of  his  service  in  the  army  of  the  Khe- 
dive. 

The  style  of  the  author  is  that  of  a  narrative,  giving  the 
scenes,  incidents,  and  history  of  the  hero  in  all  the  important 
details  of  his  life;  and  be  assured  the  author  has  not  left  the 
reader  to  conjecture  who  the  hero  is.  But  the  work  is  a  valu- 
able contribution  in  its  historical  details,  and  will  well  repay 
the  reader  for  the  time  consumed  in  reading  it. 
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Methods  of  Bacteriological  Investigation.  By  Ferdinand 
Heuppe,  Docent  in  Hygiene  and  Bacteriology  in  the  Chem- 
ical Laboratory  of  R.  Fresenius,  at  Weisbaden.  Trans- 
lated by  Herman  M.  Biggs,  M.  D.,  Instructor  in  Carnegie 
Laboratory,  and  assistant  to  the  Chair  of  Pathological 
Anatomy  in  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College.  Illus- 
trated by  thirty-one  wood  cuts.  New  York:  1886.  D.  Ap- 
pleton  &  Son,  1,  3,  5,  Bond  street.    Cloth;  pp.  218. 

Now,  gentlemen,  hereis  the  book  we  havebeen  looking  to  make 
its  appearance  to  fill  a  long-felt  want  (sure  enough),  for  you  all 
know,  and  we  know,  that  nine-tenths  of  the  best  and  most  ex- 
perienced of  practititioners  know  absolutely  nothing  about  bac- 
teria; they  do  not  know,  we  will  venture,  the  difference  between 
a  micrococcus  and  a  bacterium,  and  could  not  tell  a  schizomycete 
from  a  spore.  Here  is  a  book  that  begins  at  the  beginning,  and 
tells  you  all  about  the  things,  what  they  are  called,  where  and 
how  to  find  them,  how  to  know  them  when  you  see  them,  how 
to  distinguish  one  from  another,  and  how  to  propagate  them, 
how  to  stain  and  mount  them,  and  all  about  it;  just  like  taking 
a  child  and  beginning  with  A,  B,  C,  and  a-b,  ab,  and  so  forth. 
Moreover,  the  book  is  written  in  plain  and  simple  language, 
and  is  easily  understood.  The  classification  is  so  simple  that 
a  child  could  understand  it.  Now  that  the  germ  theory  of  dis- 
ease is  generally  accepted,  and  bacteria  enter  so  largely  into 
the  pathogenesis  of  many  ailments;  now  that  bacteriology  has 
become  a  legitimate  study,  as  essential  as  pharmacology  or  any 
other  ology,  every  physician  should  inform  himself  of  at 
least  the  rudiments  of  the  subject.  In  fact,  he  must  do  so,  or 
he  can  nevrer  follow  the  developments  that  research  are  daily 
opening  up  before  us.  Truly,  the  miscroscope  has  opened 
up  another  world,  of  whose  existence  our  grandfathers 
had  never  dreamed.  This  book  will  teach  you  how  to  go  to 
work  if  you  have  any  desire  to  experiment  with  the  denizens 
of  that  microcosm — those  poisonous  little  fellows  at  whose 
door  so  many  sins  are  laid.  It  is  gotten  up  in  Appleton'g  usual 
neat  style. 
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The  Students  Manual  of  Venereal  Diseses.  Being  a  con- 
cise description  of  those  affections  and  of  their  treatment. 
By  Berkeley  Hill,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Clinical  Surgery  in 
University  College,  London.  Surgeon  to  University  Col- 
lege and  the  Lock  Hospitals;  and  Arthur  Cooper,  M.  D., 
Surgeon  to  the  Westminter  General  Dispensary  :  formerly 
House  Surgeon  to  the  Lock  Hospital.  Fourth  edition. 
Revised.  Philadelphia:  P.  Blakiston  Sons  &  Co.,  1012 
Walnut  str.  1886.    Cloth  .  pp.  132. 

This  is  a  valuable  little  work — a  sum  of  many  of  the  latest 
teachings  and  experiences  with  that  intractable  class  of  dis- 
eases which  every  general  practitioner  encounters  daily. 
Should  be  read  by  all  practitioners  and  especially  will  it  be  of 
assistance  to  the  beginners. 


An  Analysis  of  the  Urine,  with  Special  Reference  to  the 
Diseases  of  the  Genito-Urinary  Organs,  by  K.  B.  Hoff- 
mann, Professor  in  the  University  of  Gratz,  and  R.  Ultz- 
mann,  Docent  in  the  University  of  Vienna.  Translated 
by  T.  Barton  Brune,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  late  Professor  of  the 
Practice  of  Medicine  in  the  Baltimore  Polyclinic  and  Post- 
Graduate  Medical  School,  and  Lecturer  on  Clinical  Medi- 
cine University  of  Maryland;  and  H.  Holbrook  Cu'tus;  Ph. 
B.  M.  D.,  Fellow  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine,  etc. 

Second  edition,  revised  and  enlarged,  New  York,  D.  Ap- 
pleton  &  Co.,  1,  3.  5  Bond  street,  1886.    Cloth,  pages  310. 

This  very  valuable  and  very  practical  book  contains  sixteen 
handsome  chromo-lithographs  of  microscopic  appearance  of  epi- 
thelium from  kindey  tubes,  ditto  from  male  and  female  urethra- 
Primary  forms  of  uric  acid  crystals  (the  so-called  whetstone 
crystals),  uric  acid  as  found  in  "native  urine,"  nitrate  of  urea, 
triple  phosphates,  leucine  and  tyrocine,  the  sediment  of  alka- 
line fermentation,  hsemin,  urate  of  sodium,  cystine,  calcium 
carbonate,  (very  rare),  hyaline,  granular  and  waxy  cylinders, 
pus  corpuscles,  yeast  fungi,  cancer  elements,  etc.,  etc.,  not 
mentioned  in  the  title  page. 

The  best  criticism  we  can  make  on  this  work  is  to  quote  the 
words  of  the  translator,  in  his  preface:  "It  will  supply  a  need 
which  has  been  long  felt  by  American  students  and  physicians. 
We  do  not  know  of  a  single  work  in  the  English  language, 
where,  in  a  concise  form,  so  many  valuable  suggestions  and 
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practical  hints  are  offered,  both  as  regards  analysis  and  diag- 
nosis.'' 

The  book  is  turned  out  in  the  neat  and  substantial  form  char- 
acteristic of  the  great  house  of  Appleton.  Their  books  fairly 
illuminate  ones  library. 


^DITORIAL  jSfoTES. 


To  Our  Subscribers. — This  number  begins  Vol.  II.  All  who 
began  with  the  July  number  last  year  are  notified  now  of  the 
expiration  of  their  subscription,  and  it  is  earnestly  hoped  they 
will  promptly  renew,  without  waiting  to  have  bills  and  duns 
sent  them.  We  ask,  need,  and  cordially  and  earnestly  invite 
your  material  as  well  as  moral  support.  You  know  a  Journal 
can  not  be  conducted  without  money.  What  more  need  we  say 
to  those  who  intend  to  aid  us,  and  who  want  us  to  continue  the 
Journal?    Send  along  the  money. 


Dr.  J.  B.  Hamilton,  Surg  eon- General,  M.  H.  S.9  has  accepted 
the  professorship  of  Surgery  in  the  Chicago  Polyclinic.  He 
will  not  resign  his  government  position,  but  will  spend  his  va- 
cation in  Chicago. 

The  Late  Dr.  Burt. — We  are  much  pleased  to  state  that  Dr. 
Burt  had  a  paid-up  policy  in  the  Equitable  Life  Assurance  So- 
ciety for  $3,585,  and  also  held  a  policy  in  the  Knights  of 
Honor  for  $2,000,  and  one  in  the  Knights  and  Ladies  of  Honor 
for  $3,000.  Dr.  Burt  was  not  a  member  of  the  Physicians' 
Mutual  Benevolent  Association  of  Texas. 

Notice  to  Advertisers — A  Rare  Chance. — The  fourth  cover 
page,  now  occupied  by  the  Peacock  Chemical  Company,  can  be 
secured  for  a  year;  possession  given  with  next  issue — August. 
As  that  is  the  only  cover  or  preferred  space  not  taken,  you 
would  do  well  to  apply  at  once. 
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Dr.  A.  G.  Clopton,  on  June  16,  delivered  before  the  faculty  of 
the  Texas  University,  the  Alumni  Association,  and  a  large 
audience  of  ladies  and  gentlemen,  an  address  on  the  Life  and 
Character  of  Dr.  Ashbel  Smith,  which  was  a  master  piece 
of  English  composition,  and  delivered  in  the  Doctor's 
well  known  forcible  and  graceful  manner.  Pie  paid  a 
handsome,  glowing  tribute  to  the  memory  of  this  good  man. 
The  address  reflects  great  credit  upon  the  distinguished  orator, 
and  we  would  be  pleased  to  reproduce  it  entire,  if  w<-  had  the 
room.  It  is  published  in  full  in  the  Iron  News,  of  Jefferson, 
Texas. 

Accident  to  Dr.  Herff. — We  are  pained  to  learn  that  a  seri- 
ous accident  recently  befel  the  distinguished  Western  surgeon, 
Dr.  Ferdinand  HerfF,  of  San  Antonio.  He  has  a  summer  resi- 
dence at  Boerne,  to  which  he  repairs  in  the  hot  months  to  seek 
much-needed  rest  from  his  laborious  practice, — and  during  his 
sojourn  at  this  retreat,  we  learn,  he  refuses  to  see  patients 
(very  properly).  A  short  while  ago  he  was  thrown  from  his 
buggy,  and  it  is  said  he  received  such  serious  injuries  that  it 
is  feared  he  will  not  recover. 

The  Remedy  worse  than  the  Disease. — One  Dr.  Villavicencio 
proposes  to  practice  inoculation  for  yellow  fever  in  New  Orl- 
eans, and  the  board  of  health  of  that  city  proposes  to  fumigate 
him  if  he  attempts  it. — N.  Y.  Med.  Times. 

The  board  is  afraid  that  some  of  the  pent  up  cryptococci 
might  escape,  and  finding  a  nidus  in  the  city  atmosphere,  mul- 
tiply and  set  up  an  epidemic.    Quis  custodiet  ipsos  custodesf 

Death  of  Dr.  Joe  Willis. — Dr.  Joseph  S.  Willis,  of  Waco, 
Texas,  died  from  the  effects  of  an  overdose  of  bromidia,  taken 
for  the  relief  of  pain  (so  stated  in  the  telegram  to  the  States- 
mcm),  on  the  evening  of  July  6th.  He  was  38  years  old,  and 
had  been  for  many  years  a  member  of  the  Texas  State  Medical 
Association,  and  was  a  leading  practitioner  in  central  Texas. 


The  title  page  for  Vol.  One  is  sent  out  with  this  issue.  Send 
it  to  the  binder  with  your  Journals. 
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Amenities  of  Medical  Journalism  "  Doivn  East." — Brothers 
Shrady,  of  the  New  York  Medical  Record,  and  Brinton,  of  the 
Philadelphia  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter,  have  locked  horns, 
so  to  speak,  and  are  'rastlin'  over  an  accusation  which  the  for- 
mer makes,  that  Dr.  Brinton,  while  defending  the  Code,  is  vir- 
tually violating  it  in  furnishing  a  certificate  of  exceellence  of  a 
1  'certain  water."  Brinton  denies  the  charge,  and  says  he  can 
prove  that  the  proprietors  of  said  water  are  using  his  name 
without  authority;  and  applies  the  following  choice  epithets  to 
his  "  esteemed  contemporary  "  of  the  Record:  li  Disreputable 
and  indecent."  *  *  "And  we  apply  these  adjectives 
to  Dr.  Shrady 's  action  in  the  case  quoted." 

Shrady  is  yet  to  be  heard  from.  Such  language  between 
editors  of  leading  medical  journals  "down  East,  may  be  con- 
sidere  "reputable  and  decent,"  and  ma)-  pass,  perhaps,  un- 
noticed; but  down  this  way  it  would  indicate  the  probability  of 
early  obsequies. 

Another  Veteran  Texas  Physician  Gone. — We  are  pained  to 
chronicle  the  death  of  Dr.  David  Sayres,  of  Bastrop,  who  died 
at  his  home,  in  that  place,  Friday,  July  2,  aged  75  years. 
■t  Dr.  Sayres  was  born  in  Wythe  county,  Virginia,  in  1811;  grad- 
uated at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  in  1835;  settled  in  Mis- 
sissippi the  next  year,  at  Grenada;  was  there  married  in  1840 
(name  of  lady  unknown);  removed  to  Texas  in  1851,  and,  hav- 
ing lost  his  first  wife,  was  married  in  1854  to  Miss  Inda  Scott. 
He  was  the  father  of  Congressman  Joe  Sayres,  of  this  district. 

Dr.  Sayres  was  a  member  of  the  Physicians'  Mutual  Benefit 
Association  of  Texas,  and  his  death  is  the  second  that  has 
taken  place  in  that  order  since  its  organization  in  1884.  He 
was  a  splendid  type  of  the  old  Virginia  gentleman,  and  a  true 
physician.  His  death  is  much  regretted  by  a  host  of  warm 
friends  and  by  the  entire  community  where  he  resided. 

Yellow  Fever  Commission.. — Dr.  Holt's  bill,  as  passed  the 
Senate,  is  so  modified  as  to  leave  out  the  aypointment  of  any 
one  from  civil  life  as  a  member  of  the  commission.  The  Na- 
tional Board  got  in  their  work  partly,  at  least,  and  it  looks  like 
a  repetition  of  the  "  dog  in  the  manger  story — if  I  can't  have 
ti,  you  shall  not."    The  bill  provides  for  a  commission  of  two 
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officers  already  in  the  government  service,  with  authority  to 
employ  expert  service,  nothing  more;  so  we  learn  from  the 
Sanitary  News  of  July  10. 

The  First  Inoculation  in  America. — The  first  inoculation  un- 
dertaken in  America  to  prevent  the  occurrence  of  hydrophobia, 
according  to  the  plan  devised  by  Pasteur,  was  undertaken  last 
Monday  at  the  Carnegie  laboratory,  on  East  Twenty-sixth 
street,  New  York  city,  by  Dr.  Valentine  Mott.  The  patient 
was  a  seven-year-old  boy,  named  Harold  Newell,  a  son  of  Dr. 
J.  C.  Newell,  of  Jersey  City.  He  was  bitten  by  a  pet  dog  on 
June  24.  Dr.  Mott  has  been  making  preparations  for  several 
weeks  past,  since  his  return  from  Paris,  where  he  was  in- 
structed by  Pasteur  himself,  and  from  whose  laboratory  virus 
was  brought  to  New  York. 

The  first  application  of  Pasteur's  theory  in  America  is  a  mat- 
ter of  great  imortance  and  interest,  and  it  is  hoped  may  be  suc- 
cessful. It  is  believed  by  Dr.  Mott  and  Dr.  Newell  that  the 
dog  which  bit  Harold  was  suffering  from  rabies  at  the  time. 
Inoculations  will  be  made  daily  until  fourteen  are  performed, 
when  the  operation  will  have  been  completed. — Sanitary  News, 
July  10. 

We  learn  that  the  patient  had  such  alarming  symptoms  that 
the  inoculation  was  abandoned. 

.4  Good  Move.  We  are  much  gratified  to  learn  through  the 
N.  0.  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  of  the  organization  of 
"The  Physicians'  Mutual  Benevolent  Association,  of  Louisiana" 
Dr.  Richard  H.  Day,  ex-President  of  the  Louisiana  State  Med- 
ical Association,  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  respectable  physi- 
cians of  the  State,  and  Dr.  J.  W.  Dupre,  ditto,  ditto,  are  at  the 
head  of  it;  the  former  being  President  and  the  latter  Secretary. 
A  charter  has  been  obtained  and  a  call  issued  to  the  profession 
of  Louisiana,  to  rally  to  the  support  of  the  truly  benevolent 
scheme.  We  observe  the  death  benefit  assessment  has  been 
placed  at  $3  instead  of  SI,  as  it  is  in  the  Texas  P.  M.  B.  A ; 
and  the  initiation  fee  or  yearly  dues  $1,  the  same  as  in  the  lat- 
ter. We  wish  our  noble' brethren  Day  and  Dupre  every  suc- 
cess in  this  their  good  work.  They  are  both  members  of  the 
Texas  organization. 

It  is  a  shame  that  the  movement  in  Texas  has  not  received  a 
more  cordial  support. 
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Special  Notice  to  Advertisers. — Th-  fourth  cover  page  of 
this  journal,  now  occupied  by  Peacock  Chemical  Co.,  will  be 
vacant  after  this  issue,  andis  for  sale — the  only  "preferred" 
space  not  taken.    Write  for  terms,  and  apply  quick. 


Summer  Diarrhoea.— In  the  large  class  of  summer  diarrhoeas 
of  children  and  adults,  with  griping  in  the  bowels  and  flat- 
ulence, the  use  of  Listerine,  in  doses  varying  from  ten  drops 
to  a  teaspoonful  (with  or  without  water),  has  a  most  salutary 
and  pleasing  effect. 

It  can  be  administered  at  short  intervals  after  eating,  as  soon 
as  regurgitation,  distension  or  acidity  occurs.  Its  action  in  ar- 
resting excessive  fermentation  is  prompt,  besides  it  exercises  a 
decided  sedative  influence  on  the  mucous  membranes  of  the 
stomach. 

The  thymol,  menthol,  and  boracic  acid  which,  with  the 
quota  of  alcohol  necessary  to  their  proper  admixture,  form  the 
principal  elements  of  Listerine,  lend  to  this  compound  a 
special  value  in  this  class  of  cases. — New  York  Medical  Journal. 


Maurice  Hache,  M.  D.,  8  Rue  de  Tournon  Paris,  May  18th 
1886,  says  :  I  have  tried  Bromidia  in  two  cases,  one  patient 
suffering  from  a  slight  febrile  affection,  the  other  a  victim  of 
acute  insomnia;  in  the  latter  case  various  preparations  of 
opium  had  proved  useless  and  the  administration  of  chloral 
was  followed  by  lassitude  and  congestion  in  the  head. 

Bromidia  produced  sound  sleep  in  both  of  these  cases,  unac- 
companied by  any  unpleasantness  on  awaking.  In  my  opinion 
this  preparation  is  destined  to  render  good  service,  and  1  in- 
tend prescribing  it  whenever  the  opportunity  presents  itself. 


Messrs.  R.  A.  Robinson  &  Co., 

Gentlemen:  It  affords  me  pleasure  to  state  that  for  sometime 
past  I  have  been  prescribing  the  Syrup  of  Hypophosphites  and 
Wine  of  Coca  prepared  by  your  firm,  with  uniformly  good  re- 
sults.   Both  are  elegant  preparations^and^seem  to  have  been 
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prepared  with  great  care  and  accuracy,  and  are  thoroughly  re- 
liable. As  a  stimulant  in  cases  of  Exhaustion,  from  whatever 
cause  arising,  and  as  an  antidote  to  the  evil  effects  of  Opium, 
your  Wine  of  Coca  has  proven  most  serviceable.  Your  Syrup 
of  the  Hypophosphites  presents  a  combination  of  constructive 
tonics  and  alteratives  massed  together  in  palatable  form  and  in 
a  beautiful  solution,  indicative  of  unsurpassed  Pharmaceutical 
Art.  I  have  used  the  latter  in  the  debility  of  the  old  and  the 
young;  with  nursing  mothers  and  with  those  of  strumous  and 
tubercular  tendencies  with  most  gratifying  effects.  The  reason- 
able price  of  the  preparations  should  bring  them  within  the 
reach  of  all.  The  well  known  reliability  of  your  bouse  is  a 
sufficient  guarantee  of  the  purity  of  an}T  compound  upon  which 
its  label  is  found.       Yours  very  respectfully, 

{Signed)  Coleman  Rogers,  M.  D. 

Louisville,  Ky.,  March  29,  1886. 


The  New  York  Post-Graduate  Medical  School  was  found- 
ed by  the  former  Post-Graduate  Faculty  of  the  University  of 
the  City  of  New  York,  and  is  now  in  the  fifth  year  of  success- 
ful existence.  It  is  a  school  for  practitioners  only,  but  cases 
are  thoroughly  studied.  .1//  the  instruction  is  clinical  or  is  in 
the  Laboratory.  A  Hospital  and  Dispensary,  with  a  oeautifully 
fitted  "Babie's  Ward,'1  endowed  by  ladies  of  New  York,  form 
a  part  of  the  school.  Ample  time  is  given  during  the  day  for 
attendance  upon  Bellevue,  Mount  Sinai,  the  Presbyterian,  Man- 
hattan Eye  and  Ear,  the  New  York  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary,  the 
Woman's,  the  German,  Maternity  and  Charity  Hospitals,  to 
which  several  of  the  professors  are  attached.  A  Histological 
and  Pathological  Laboratory,  under  the  direction  of  Professors 
Satterthwaite  and  Porter  is  in  the  building. 


The  Well  known  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons 
of  Chicago  announces  the  fall  course  of  lectures  in  this  issue. 
As  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  our  advertising  pages,  the  next 
regular  session  will  begin  September  21,  18S6,  and  continue  24 
weeks.  Send  for  catalogue.  Chicago  is  fast  rivaling  New  York 
and  Philadelphia  as  a  medical  centre,  while  the  resources  for 
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social  enjoyment  and  amusement  during  a  winter's  sojourn,  are 
practically  unexcelled  and  inexhaustable.  We  should  not 
mind  spending  a  winter  in  the  gay  capital  in  the  great  State  of 
Illinois.  Address  Prof.  D.  A.  K.  Steele,  Secretary,  1801  Main 
street  for  particulars. 


Memphis  Hospital  Med.  College,  and  Medical  Depart- 
ment of  S.  W.  Baptist  University.  Attention  of  our  readers  is 
called  to  the  announcent  of  the  regular  Winter  course  of  lec- 
tures in  this  well  known  medical  school.  The  best  praise  we 
can  give  the  college  is  to  cite  the  fact  of  the  steady,  gradual 
but  regular  increase  in  the  class  of  matriculants  each  year 
which  has  characterized  this  school  of  late,  and  to  point  to  the 
Texas  graduates— now  leading  physicians  in  many  parts  of 
this  State,  and  to  say  to  those  now  reading  medicine  in  precep- 
tors office — see  how  Memphis  turns  them  out ! 


To  medical  students . — Before  deciding  where  you  will  at- 
tend your  next  course  lectures,  read  all  the  College  announce- 
ments in  this  issue  of  the  Journal.  The  South  and  West  boast 
of  many  excellant  Medical  Schools,  and  where  all  are  so 
good  and  where  the  Journal  is  carrying  the  announcement  of 
so  many  it  would  hardly  be  fair  to  discriminate;  but  having 
said  much  in  commendation  of  each,  individually,  it  is  to  be 
hoped  we  will  not  be  considered  invidious  if  we  ask  you  to 
especially  consider  the  claims  and  accessibility  of  the  Atlanta 
Medical  College.  The  chief  surgeon  Prof.  Westmoreland  and 
the  Oculist,  Prof.  Calhoun,  are  men  of  worldwide  reputation  for 
ability  in  their  departments.  We  learn  from  Prof.  Gray,  the 
able  Dean,  that  Prof.  Calhoun's  clinic  is  daily  filled  with  pa- 
tients from  all  parts  of  the  South,  including  Texas,  attracted 
thither  by  his  reputation  for  skill  as  an  oculist.  The  material 
for  practical  anatomy  is  practically  inexhaustible,  while  there 
is  more  clinical  material  than  can  be  utilized.  One  may  well  be 
proud  of  a  diploma  from  this  famous  institution  of  learning  . 
Write  to  Prof.  J.  A.  Gray  for  Catalogue,  and  look  well  before 
you  decide  where  to  graduate.    Mention  this  Journal. 
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Medical  Departments,  University  of  Nashville  and  Van- 
derbilt  University.  W.  L.  Nichol,  M.  D.,  Registrar,  Nashville,, 
Tenn.  Attention  of  physicians  and  students  is  called  to  the 
announcement,  in  our  advertising  pages,  of  the  fall  and  winter 
course  of  this  famous  and  deservedly  popular  medical  college. 
There  are  so  many  excellent  physicians  now  practicing  in 
Texas,  who  were  educated  in  those  classic  halls,  that  reference 
is  made  to  them  in  lieu  of  any  words  of  commendation  which 
we  might  feel  disposed  to  write,  and  where  there  are  so  many 
medical  colleges — all  of  them,  in  fact,  advertised  in  our  pages, 
it  would  not  be  fair,  however,  for  us  to  discriminate.  Write  to 
Prof.  Nichol  for  catalogue,  and  mention  this  Journal. 


Forty-six  years  ago  the  Missouri  Medical  College  began 
making  doctors.  In  that  nearly  half  century  how  many  of  the 
most  finished  and  capable  practitioners  have  been  turned  out? 
Go  and  ask  of  the  thousand  cities  and  towns,  and  the  villages 
and  hamlets,  the  hills  and  plains,  the  cross-roads  of  this  broad 
American  continent — for  you  will  find  the  alumni  of  the  old 
Missouri  Medical  College  everywhere  where  people  suffer  and 
physicians  relieve.    Se a  announcement,  and  mention  Journal. 


Elegant  Pharmaceuticals. — The  practice  of  medicine  has 
been  largely  divested  of  disagreeable  features  by  the  skilful 
pharmacist.  No  longer  is  the  physician  obliged  to  order  nau- 
seous, crude  drugs;  but  almost  every  possible  combination  can 
now  be  had  ready  for  administration,  put  up  in  elegant,  taste- 
less or  nearly  tasteless  form.  Apropos  to  this  subject,  we  invite 
attention  to  the  new  whole  page  advertisement  of  Messrs.  R.  A. 
Robinson  &  Co.,  Louisville,  where  it  will  be  seen  these  gentle- 
men offer  to  the  profession  their  unsurpassed  Hypophosphites, 
Wine  of  Coca  and  Lime  Juice  and  Pepsin.  Mention  this 
Journal  in  ordering. 


Men  may  come  and  Men  may  go — and  thousands  of  them, — 
students  of  medicine,  do  come  and  go — through  the  medical 
department  of  the  Tulane  University,  but  the  old  reliable,  like 
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Tennyson's  Brook,  goes  on  forever, — and  long  may  she  wave. 
See  announcement  of  the  fifty-third  annual  course  of  lectures — 
in  this  issue.  More  Texas  students  are  turned  out  first  class 
physicians  from  the  old  University  of  Louisiana  than  from  any 
one  school  in  America.  It's  Warren  Stone's  school — and  our 
Paine  is  one  of  the  teachers.    Mention  Journal. 


Whitney,  Hill  Co.,  Texas,  March  10,  1885. 
Jerome  Kidder  Mfg  (Jo.,  220  Broadway,  N.  Y.: 

Dear  Sirs  :  The  cords,  plates,  etc.,  came  to  hand  in  due 
season.    Enclosed  please  find  P.  0.  order  for  the  amount. 

I  am  delighted  with  my  Battery.  It  is  performing  splendid 
service.  I  am  perfecting  cures  with  it  that  have  for  years  re- 
sisted the  best  medical  treatment. 

Yours  truly, 

R.  G.  Williams,  M.  D. 


New  York  Post-Graduate  Medical  School  and  Hospital. 
— This  institution  has  lately  received  a  special  charter  from  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York.  It  is  the  onl}r  post- 
graduate school  and  clinic  in  New  York  City  that  has  been 
authorized  by  charter  to  teach  those  who  have  already  received 
the  degree  of  Doctor  in  Medicine.    See  announcement. 


Snowden's  Lnstkuments  are  famous.  We  hope  next  issue 
to  give  a  descriptor)  and  cut  of  his  improved  atomizer  for  the 
treatment  of  throat  and  nasal  troubles.  For  the  present — just 
turn  over  and  read  the  new  advertisement,  and  send  for  cata- 
logue.   Mention  this  journal. 


Kansas  City  Medical  College.  The  eighteenth  regular 
session  of  this  popular  institution  will  commence  on  Wednes- 
day, September  15,  1886,  and  will  close  March  14,  1887,  thus 
extending  over  a  period  of  full  six  months  (ten  days  vacation 
at  Christmas.)  The  course  comprises  a  full  series  of  lectures, 
with  daily  examinations  on  subjects,  clinics,  and  practical  work 
in  the  dissecting  rooms  and  laboratory.  For  high  grade  and 
thoroughness  of  instruction  this  college  cannot  be  excelled. 
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See  full  page  announcement,  and  when  writing,  please  mention 
this  journal. 

University  of  Kansas  City,  Medical  Department.  Atten- 
tion is  called  to  the  announcement  of  the  next,  the  sixth  an- 
nual session  of  the  medical  department  of  the  University  of 
Kansas  City,  which  begins  September  13,  and  continues  twen- 
ty-six weeks.  The  President  of  the  Faculty  and  Professor  of 
Surgery,  Dr.  J.  W.  Jackson,  is  well  and  favorably  known  to 
the  Texas  profession,  he  having  attended  the  Belton  meeting  of 
our  State  Medical  Association,  where  he  made  many  friends. 
As  Chief  Surgeon  of  the  Wabash  system  of  railroads  he  is  also 
extensively  known  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  foremost  sur- 
geons of  the  West.  The  faculty  are  all  men  of  superior  attain- 
ments. Kansas  City  is  very  accessible  to  Texas  and  should  re- 
ceive a  share  of  patronage. 

UUIVERTITY  OF  TjOUILVILLE   MEDICAL   DEPARTMENT.  Again 

it  is  our  privilege  and  pleasure  to  direct  the  attention  of  our 
readers  to  the  annual  announcement  of  the  lectures  in  this 
great  school  of  medicine.  The  facilities  possessed  by  this 
school  are  unsurpassed  for  perfecting  the  student  in  knowledge 
— theoretical  and  practical  in  every  branch  of  the  science  and 
art  of  medicine  and  surgery.  Praise  of  such  an  institution,  so 
long  and  favorably  known,  would  be  quite  superfluous.  Write 
to  Prof.  J.  M.  Bodine  for  the  annual  catalogue,  mentioning  this 
Journal. 


Arkansas  to  the  Front — with  one  big  advantage  to  offer  to 
Medical  Students,  as  well  as  many  other  advantages,  to-wit: 
Accessibility — proximity.  It  is  a  matter  of  much  importance 
to  be  able  to  obtain  as  good  and  thorough  medical  instruction 
near  home  as  can  be  had  at  a  distance; — the  saving  in  traveling 
expense  and  time  being  worth  considering;  and  in  case  it 
should  become  necessary  to  visit  home  during  the  long  ses- 
sion, it  is  not  a  journey  of  days  at  a  tremendous  cost.  Send 
to  Prof.  R.  J.  Jennings,  the  Secretary,  for  catalogue,  and  inves- 
tigate the  claims  of  this  school  so  near  home  before  going  off 
to  lectures. 
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"  Scribimus  indocti,  doctique!" 


pRIGINAL  y^RTICLES. 

^^r*  Contributed  Exclusively  to  this  Journal,.^! 


Tlie  Articles  in  this  Department  are  accepted,  and  published  loith  the  understanding 
thai  we  are  not  responsible  for,  nor  do  me  indorse  the  views  and  opinions  of  the  writers,  by 
so  doing. 


IMPETIGO  CONTAGIOSA. 


By  E.  J.  Beall,  M.  D.,  Fort  Worth,  Texas. 

(For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal.) 

TO  Tilbury  Fox,  twenty-two  years  ago,  are  we  indebted  for 
the  first  description  of  the  disease,  the  title  of  which 
heads  this  article.  Since  the  date  mentioned,  many  writers  on 
dermatology  have  referred  to  the  affection  ;  not  lengthily,  how- 
ever, as  no  one  writer  upon  diseases  of  the  skin  seems  to  have 
enjoyed  very  many  opportunities  for  its  observation. 

While  in  the  main  most  dermatologists  fairly  agree  in  des- 
cription, etc.,  yet  some  discrepancies  do  exist,  and  upon  points 
of  importance  as  bearing  upon  a  correct  portraiture,  aetiology, 
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etc.  It  is  with  less  disposition  to  make  an  effort  to  settle  any 
existing  convictions  (of  whatsoever  character,  as  to  variations 
or  discrepancies),  than  the  desire  to  bring  the  subject  here  pre- 
sented to  the  notice  of  the  general  practitioner  ;  for  peradven- 
ture,  at  any  moment  the  disease  may  occur  in  his  daily  work, 
and  a  need  would  then  arise  for  its  proper  recognition,  as  the 
predicate  for  a  correct  therapy. 

Twice,  in  thirty  years,  have  I  recognized  in  practice  con- 
tagious impetigo;  about  five  years  ago,  having  observed  ten  or 
twelve  cases,  and  quite  recently  twelve  others.  What  I  shall 
here  write  is  drawn  from  observations  made  upon  the  cases  last 
mentioned,  as  they  are  fresh  in  mind,  and  consequently  deduc- 
tions would  be  of  greater  value. 

The  first  case  was  a  child  six  years  old.  From  this  origi- 
nated mediately  or  immediately  the  following: 

In  one  family,  six  children,  whose  ages  varied  from  15 
months  to  19  years,  and  the  pater-familias,  aged  52  years;  in 
four  other  families  five  cases,  the  patients  aged  4  to  7  years. 
All  of  these  children  were  playmates,  and  closely  associated 
with  one  another. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  youngest  subject  was  15  months 
old;  the  oldest  52  years.  In  only  five  of  the  cases  was  there 
appreciable  fever,  and  that  of  only  two  days  duration.  In  the 
boy,  aged  19,  much  pain  was  complained  of  in  the  lumbar 
region,  and  pulse  was  reduced  to  fifty  per  minute.  Whether 
this  circulatory  phenomenon  was  a  consequence,  or  coinci- 
dence, I  am  not  prepared  to  say. 

The  eruption  appeared  upon  the  face  in  only  seven  cases. 
On  each  of  two  cases,  only  four  "  vesico-pustules"  were  seen; 
these  at  either  anterior  axillary  border  ;  in  shape  resembling  a 
figure  8,  and  as  large  as  two  silver  half  dollar  pieces;  edges  ap- 
proximated. The  largest  "  vesico-pustule "  was  upon  the 
oldest  subject  (the  only  one  on  him),  and  was  located  upon  the 
inner  aspect  of  the  calf  of  the  leg. 

All  the  cases  occurred  in  the  healthiest  and  most  fashionable 
portion  of  the  city  of  Fort  Worth;  in  families  of  average  health 
in  the  community,  who  have  always  been  well  fed  and  cared  for. 

What  I  shall  present  in  this  paper  is  based  upon  a  personal 
observation  of  the  cases  whose  ages  and   environment  are 
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herein  given;  and  not  drawn  from  descriptions  already  before 
the  profession,  notwithstanding  the  subject  has  received  atten- 
tion from  the  oldest  dermatologists.  I  write  only  of  that  which 
I  saw,  or  rather,  as  the  observation  of  the  disease  impressed 
me.  Whosoever  is  sufficiently  interested,  can  run  the  paral- 
lels and  reconcile  discrepancies  of  observation  between  myself 
and  others ;  and  I  will  be  excused  in  remarking  that  this 
method  is  the  keynote  in  clinical  medicine,  and  brings  afresh 
to  mind  the  oft'  quoted  extract  from  Morgagni  : 

"  Nulla  est  alia  pro  certo  noscendi  via,  nisi  quam  plurimas 
et  morborum,  et  dissectionum  historias,  tarn  aliorum  proprias, 
collectas  habere  et  inter  se  comparare." 

Definition — Contagious  impetigo  is  a  semi-acute,  slightly  in- 
flammatory, contagious  disease,  showing  one  to  twenty,  or 
more,  very  superficial,  discreet  or  confluent  "  vesico-pustules" 
which  rapidly  form  thin,  yellow  or  amber-colored,  easily  de- 
tachable crusts,  upon  removal  of  which  a  moist,  excoriated 
surface  is  presented.  A  secondary  crust  (maybe  traumatic) 
often  follows  the  removal  of  the  primary  one.  The  central 
detachment  of  either  is  followed  by  a  pale  red  or  violaceous 
surface,  which  passes  to  a  copper-red  or  murky  brown,  the 
discoloration  sometimes  remaining  two  or  three  or  more  weeks. 
The  maculation  is  frequently  distributed  so  as  to  present  the 
appearance  of  a  ring  within  a  ring — occasioned,  most  probably, 
by  the  crust  detachment  taking  place  at  different  periods. 

SYMPTOMATOLOGY  AND  DIFFERENTIAL  DIAGNOSIS. 

Impetigo  contagiosa  may  or  may  not  begin  with  constitu- 
tional symptoms  of  a  pyrexial  character.  At  first,  vesicles 
with,  or  without,  slight  peripherical*  redness,  or  areolae,  are 
seen.  These  vary  in  size  from  that  of  a  half  pea,  or  larger, 
and  may  rapidly  enlarge  until,  in  some  instances  the  dimen- 
sion of  a  silver  half  dollar  is  attained.  The  process  of  en- 
largement occurs  in  a  few  hours,  or  within  the  course  of  a  day. 
The  semi-transparent  fluid  of  the  primary  vesicle  gradually 
changes  color,  becoming  more  opalescent — the  vesicle-capsule 
as  well  as  its  contents  undergoing  the  same  transition.  This 


Note  —I  make  a  discrimination  between  the  terms  "peripheral "  and  "  peripheri- 
cs!. "   See  Thomas'  Medical  Dictionary. 
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change  from  partial  transparence  to  opalescence  will  be  con- 
sidered further  on. 

The  vesico-blebs,  or  "  vesico-pustules,"  if  few  in  number, 
and  located  upon  the  trunk  or  limbs,  may  escape  the  notice  of 
both  patient  and  physician,  as  in  the  majority  of  cases  there  is 
neither  irritation  nor  itching.  The  vesicles  are  usually  termi- 
nated by  maturation  or  an  imperceptible  traumatism.  There 
is  no  regularity  in  their  number,  size  and  location  upon  the 
body — they  may  be  few,  small,  medium  or  large,  and  occupy- 
ing diverse  situations.  When  two  or  three  days  have  elapsed, 
the  vesico-blebs,  or  "vesico-pustules,"  break,  either  from 
maturation  or  traumatism.  The  cuticle  is  now  observed  to 
shrink  ;  to  collapse  ;  to  be  too  small  to  cover  the  original  area 
of  the  vesico-bleb,  or  "pustule,"  while  its  surface  is  marked 
with  parallel  linear  wrinkles. 

The  vesico-bleb,  or  tk  pustule-capsule,"  is  pertinently  men- 
tioned ;  as  all  writers  note  this  physical  condition,  but  do  not 
refer  to  the  occurring  superficial  histological  changes,  through 
which  a  pathological  conclusion  may  be  arrived  at,  upon  which 
might  be  based  correct  or  deductive  propositions  in  diagnosis. 

When  the  vesico-  blebs  have  broken,  their  contents  poured 
out,  leaving  a  somewhat  excoriated  surface,  then  ensues  the 
primary  crust  formation.  These  primary  crusts,  or  scabs,  re- 
semble brown  sugar  or  cera  flava  in  color,  are  flaky,  have  a 
precarious  hold  to  the  surface — as  if  "stuck  on" — and  when 
matured  are  easily  detached  by  thumping,  or  by  slight  nail  in- 
terference. When  crust  detachment  has  occurred,  the  peculiar 
primary  maculated  surface  is  observed  to  be  slightly  red  or 
violaceous  in  color,  and  perceptibly  moist.  When  the  primary 
crust  is  removed,  especially  should  the  removal  be  premature, 
there  may  take  place  a  secondary  crust.  This  is  not,  however, 
of  constant  occurrence  ;  yet  'tis  not  infrequent.  A  solution  of 
the  secondary  crust  formation  may  be  that,  it  is  resultant  upon 
the  interference  with  the  natural  course  of  maturation  of  the 
primary  crust.  Yet,  other  hypotheses  might  be  presented  as 
solutions  of  the  fact  of  their  formation  or  existence. 

It  will  be  quite  frequently  observed,  in  relation  to  the  crust 
detachment,  that  separation  occurs  at  the  center  first,  pro- 
gresses centrifugally,  so  that  after  a  day  or  two  only  a  narrow 
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peripheral  attachment  remains  which,  in  turn,  soon  disunites. 
This  cond  tion  I  generally  observed  in  the  cutaneous  lesions 
covered  by  clothing.  The  delayed  peripheral  detachment  of 
the  crust  does  not  exist  in  every  case,  nor  in  each  incrustation 
of  a  given  case;  but  is  more  particularly  noticeable  in  connec- 
tion with  the  larger  incrustations. 

I  have  heretofore  referred  to  a  consequence  of  this  peculiar 
detachment,  in  the  raaculation  of  the  site  preoccupied  by  the 
crust;  showing  a  variation  of  maculation,  in  concentric  rings, 
darkest  at  the  periphery,  growing  lighter  centripetally.  I  have 
positive  evidence  ot  this  maculation  remaining  three  months 
or  more  after  the  crust  is  removed. 

I  have  also  called  attention  to  the  sites  selected  by  the  dis- 
ease as  they  occurred  under  my  observation.  As  stated,  in  no 
instance  have  I  seen  a  mucous  membrane  involved.  Duhring 
and  other  dermatologists  have  noted  this  disease  as  attacking 
that  membrane. 

It  is  stated  that  the  disease  will  continue  from  six  to  fifteen 
days.  I  think  that,  waving  exceptions  to  be  noted,  from  incu- 
bation fever  to  vesicle  formation  is  two  or  three  days,  and  from 
vesicle  formation  to  falling  of  crust  six  or  eight  days.  There 
are,  perhaps,  abortive  cases  ;  but  my  observations  have  been 
too  limited  to  make  this  a  positive  assertion.  As  to  chronicity: 
When  a  child,  or  an  adult,  particularly  the  former,  is  once  in- 
fected, the  termination  of  the  disease  becomes  a  matter  of  en- 
vironment, location  of  lesions,  and  treatment  instituted.  When 
the  cutaneous  lesions  are  upon  the  face  or  chin,  particularly  of 
children,  my  observations  point  to  the  greater  liability  of  the 
disease  being  protracted.  The  pathogenetic  effect  is  here  pro- 
tracted by  sera  ching.  want  of  cleanliness  (in  children),  and 
auto-infection  ;  but  even  under  such  circumstances  I  have  seen 
one  or  two  cases  only  in  which  the  disease  continued  longer  than 
four  or  five  weeks — waving  the  maculation  which  follows  the 
coni|  lete  detachment  of  the  crust,  and  complete  dessication  of 
the  part  occupied  by  the  disease. 

Again,  perhaps  the  increased  itching  when  the  disease  occu- 
pied the  face,  chin,  etc  ,  favored,  as  has  been  hinted  at,  a  more 
chronic  course.  In  such  cases,  the  neck,  particularly  the  an- 
terior cervical  creases,  showed  the  evidences  of  the  disease  in 
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marked  degree ;  but  here  the  lesions  were  smaller,  much 
smaller  than  the  original  incrustations,  whence,  perhaps,  the 
fungi  had  been  transferred. 

In  speaking  of  the  peripheral  maculation  being  of  deeper 
shade  than  at  the  center,  and  in  referring  to  the  fact  that  at  the 
periphery  there  was  now  and  then  observed  the  falling  crust  a 
day  or  so  after  the  center  was  clear,  it  might  be  interesting  to 
account  for  this  condition  in  a  hypothetical  way. 

A.  Does  the  detachment  begin  at  the  center  because  the  dis- 
ease began  there ;  and  attachment  of  the  crust  hold  at  the  per- 
iphery later  because  the  disease  left  the  circumference  last? 

B.  Do  the  fungi  or  micrococci  begin  their  life-work  at  the 
center  and  consume  that  which  nature  elects  for  their  use,  and 
working  from  the  center  to  the  circumference  end  their  life- 
work,  nature,  in  the  meantime,  repairing  the  habitation  of  their 
first  election  ere  they  have  vacated  their  last? 

C.  Do  they  have  a  limited  life-tenure  of  ten  or  fifteen  days, 
and  when  from  a  given  point  to  a  circumference  they  have  con- 
sumed that  infra  dermic  pabulum  suited  to  their  growth  and 
maturation,  then  ensues  a  peripheral  gathering,  and  by  their 
death  or  ptomaines  leave  the  last  evidence  of  their  existence  in 
deeper  peripheral  maculation,  and  delayed  falling  of  the  peri- 
pheral portion  of  the  crust  ? 

.ETIOLOGY  AND  PATHOLOGY. 

Dermatologists  differ  as  to  the  cause  of  impetigo  contagiosa. 
Some  assume  the  existence  of  a  fungus  as  the  prime  materies 
morbi,  while  others  claim  that  no  fungus  can  be  demonstrated  ; 
and  others  still,  contend  there  is  a  relation  existing  between 
the  disease  and  that  of  vaccination,  and  that  the  fungus,  or 
parasite,  is  identical  with  that  found  in  the  vaccine  crust.  That 
it  does  sometimes  follow  vaccination,  I  am  prepared  to  ac- 
knowledge and  believe  ;  for  when  I  observed  my  first  cases,  a 
few  years  since,  smallpox  was  pre\alent,  and  very  general  vac- 
cination had  been  and  was  being  done.  The  latter  cases,  those 
upon  which  the  observations  herein  given  were  made,  I  know 
did  not  follow  immediate  vaccination.  In  a  portion  of  the 
twelve  cases  lately  observed,  not  one  had  been  vaccinated 
nearer  to  the  development  of  the  disease  than  four  months; 
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and  in  several  of  those  affected  with  impetigo  contagiosa,  who 
were  vaccinated  four  months  prior  to  the  appearance  of  the 
disease,  no  effect  could  be  induced  by  vaccination,  because  pro- 
tected  by  previous  and  repeated  vaccination  in  the  years  pre- 
ceding. 

In  the  study  of  the  microscopy  of  the  crust  removed  from 
one  of  the  twelve  cases,  it  would  have  been  agreeable,  and  per- 
haps instructive,  to  have  made  a  parallel  study  of  a  vaccine 
crugt,  and  to  have  endeavored  to  negative  or  affirm  the  work  of 
Dr.  Piffard  in  that  line;  but  a  vaccin  crust  was  not  attainable. 
I  have  stated  that  a  number  of  the  cases  lately  observed  had 
been  repeatedly  vaccinated  not,  however,  within  four  months 
of  the  time  when  contagious  impetigo  was  contracted.  If  the 
fungus  is,  as  has  been  claimed,  the  same,  it  would  be  interest- 
ing to  know  whether  one  having  had  contagious  impetigo  is 
protected  against  smallpox.  If  not,  a  paradox  is  presented 
that  needs  the  touch  of  time  and  the  hand  of  a  master  to  eluci- 
date. Of  one  thing,  however,  in  this  dilemma,  I  am  certain  : 
Vaccination  is  no  protection  against  impetigo  contagiosa  !  And 
another  ;  contagious  impetigo  does  not  respect  previous  small- 
pox, as  one  of  the  subjects  of  that  disease  was  the  subject  of 
variola  a  number  of  years  ago. 

Believing  the  genesis  of  the  disease  is  dependent  upon  a  pe- 
culiar micro-organism,  the  evidence  upon  which  this  belief  is 
based  is  here  presented  for  the  consideration  of  the  reader  : 

Microscopical  Examination  of  the  Primary  Crust  from  Impetigo 

Contagiosa. 

The  crust  was  treated  with  a  three  per  cent,  solution  of  pure 
caustic  potash,  then  stained  with  eosin,  and  mounted  in  glycer- 
ine, upon  a  glass  slide. 

Observations  were  made  with  a  one-fifth  Gundlach  objective, 
D  eye-piece  and  amplifying  tube. 

By  staining,  a  happy  result  was  obtained — perfect  differenti- 
ation became  easy.  The  field  presented  an  abundance  of  epi- 
thelium and  fibrous  tissue  ;  here  and  there  oil-globules  and 
crystals  of  margarine;  and,  scattered  throughout,  numerous 
minute,  round  and  oval  bodies  which  were  considered  to  be  the 
micro-organism  constantly  attending,  and  in  all  probability  the 
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direct  factor  in  the  aetiology  of  the  disease  (impetigo  contagi- 
osa). 

In  the  method  used,  the  epithelium  and  the  elastic  fibres 
partook  of  the  stain,  while  the  micro-organisms  did  not.  The 
nuclei  of  the  epithelial  cells  were  well  defined  ;  and  the  elastic 
fibres,  owing  to  their  refractive  property,  were  easily  discerned. 
The  oil-globules  presented  only  such  features  as  are  common  to 
them  when  viewed  in  glycerine  menstrua  ;  a  few,  however, 
were  contaminated  with  detrital  granules,  in  which  instance 
their  appearance  resembled  bi-concaye  disks  and  nucleated  cells 
The  crystals  of  margarine  were  identical  with  that  found  in 
sebaceous  matter,  perhaps  somewhat  more  highly  colored.  The 
micro-organisms,  under  white  light,  were  colorless,  highly  re- 
fractive, spheroidal  and  ovoidal  in  shape;  4w  to  i  of  an  inch 
in  diameter;  disseminated  throughout  the  field,  singly  and  in 
pairs,  sometimes,  apparently,  in  chaplets  of  three  and  four.  In 
a  few  instances  they  appeared  to  be  moniliform,  but  further  in- 
vestigation disproved  that  condition,  the  appearance  having 
originated  in  the  juxtaposition  of  two  or  more  pairs.  From  the 
many  observations  made,  the  following  data  were  obtained  : 

In  early  life  the  organism  is  an  exceedingly  small,  transpar- 
ent spherule,  not  exceeding  srt„„  of  an  inch  in  diameter  (some  of 
them  measured  as  low  as  „;tlll0  of  an  inch  in  diameter);  highly 
refractive;  not  acted  upon  by  alkalies,  nor  capable  of  being 
stained  by  eosin.  From  the  spherule  they  pass  to  an  ovoid, 
which,  evidently,  is  their  form  at  maturity.  The  diameter 
measurement  of  the  ovoidal  forms  exhibited  a  variation  from 
,4)  to  sooo  of  an  inch  ;  and  in  no  instance  could  there  be  detected 
an  ovoid  of  less  diameter  than  the  smaller  figure  noted,  or  of 
greater  than  the  larger.  Propagation  proceeds  by  cell  division, 
or  "  segmentation."  When  the  organism  reaches  maturity, 
unless  it  dies,  a  nebulous  line  crossing  it  transversely  can  be 
readily  detected.  If  this  line  is  carefully  watched,  it  will  be 
seen  to  deepen  to  a  furrow  which  completely  encircles  the  ovoid 
at  right  angles  with  its  length.  The  constriction  steadily  pro- 
gresses until  the  original  ovoid  assumes  the  appearance  of  two 
attached  spherules,  which,  in  time,  should  segmentation  be- 
come complete,  separate,  each  beginning  an  individuality.  If 
these  newly  formed  individuals  live,  and  their  life  career  is 
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observed,  they  will  be  seen  to  undergo  the  same  transformation 
witnessed  of  their  progenitors:  from  the  spherule  to  the 
ovoid,  then  segmentation.  It  frequently  happens  that  seg- 
mentation does  not  reach  maturation.  In  such  instances  the 
organism  becomes  a  dyad ;  but  if  it  remains  in  this  condition 
it  is  most  likely  due  to  the  advent  of  death — had  life  continued, 
the  separation  would  have  been  complete.  Where  more  than 
two  spherules  or  ovoids  appear  to  be  connected,  the  multi- 
plicity is  owing  to  juxtaposition  of  individuals.  As  hereinbe- 
fore stated,  the  micro-organisms  found  in  the  crusts  from  im- 
petigo contagiosa  are  not  of  the  moniliform  variety — they  do 
not  exist  in  chaplets.  Nor  are  the}7  hyphomycetous,  as  neither 
hyphse.  nor  mycelia  were  present.  The  number  of  organisms 
invading  the  epithelium  and  elastic  fibres  were  in  direct  ratio 
with  the  square  of  the  surface  exposed,  each  tissue  contribut. 
ing  its  proportion. 

The  accompanying  illustration  is  rather  a  poor  representa- 
tion of  the  view  it  is  intended  to  reproduce.  It  is  to  be  regret- 
ted the^engraver  was  not  more  painstaking  ;  as  it  is,  great  in- 
justice has  been  done  the  observation.  Delicate  and  accurate 
definition  has  been  sacrificed,  and  only  a  crude  sketch  remains. 


A  is  intended  to  represent  the  juxtaposition  of  an  ovoidal 
micro-organism  to  a  pair  (dyad)  in  which  segmentation  was 
nearly  complete.  That  the  ovoid  was  not  connected  with  the 
"  dyad"  could  be  readily  and  positively  determined  in  the 
original  ;  but  not  so  easily  in  the  illustration.    B  is  a  mass  of 
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epithelial  cells,  many  of  which  were  invaded  by  the  organism. 
The  engraver  failed  to  differentiate  between  the  nuclei  of  the 
epithelial  cells  and  the  organisms.    C,  elastic  fibres. 

While  the  disease  is  considered  to  be  extremely  superficial, 
it  evidently  penetrates  the  epidermis  and  papilla,  and  involves, 
to  a  limited  extent,  the  superficial  layer  of  the  corium.  The 
organisms  were  found  in,  and  the  crusts  contained  the  exuded 
elements  of,  the  tissues  mentioned. 

In  attempting  to  classify  this  organism,  many  difficulties  are 
encountered  ;  but  in  the  1  ght  of  our  present  knowledge  it  may 
be  safely  said  to  be  a  protophite  belonging  to  the  order  of 
schizomycetes  ;  suborder,  sphserobacteria  ;  genus,  micrococcus. 

If  further  investigation  should  determine  that  the  microbe  of 
contagious  impetigo  is  in  fact  a  micrococcus,  reasoning  by  anal- 
ogy, when  studying  its  symptomatology,  etc.,  we  may  conclude 
that  the  disease  must  be  classed  with  the  infectious  diseases,  as 
varicella,  etc.  Several  writers  say  the  disease  sometimes  pre- 
vails epidemically.  There  is  sometimes  a  fever  stage  which  pre- 
cedes the  skin  manifestation  ;  also,  a  regularity  in  the  progress, 
ion  of  the  eruption.  These  and  other  facts  might  be  noted  as 
indices  for  the  propriety  of  classifying  the  affection  under  con- 
sideration among  those  having  similar  peculiarities  ;  and  such 
obtains  with  the  specific  infectious  diseases.  Would  not  im- 
petiginoid  varicella,  then  be  an  appropriate  term  ? 

It  is  to  be  regretted,  when  we  had  determined  to  investigate 
this  disease,  that  a  crust  only  was  obtainable;  that  not  until 
after  the  drawing  had  been  made  and  the  cut  received  from  the 
hands  of  the  engraver  did  the  thirteenth  case  come  under  ob- 
servation, from  which  the  fluid  of  a  matured  vesicle  was  ob- 
tained and  examined,  in  which  we  found  the  identical  micro- 
organism (contrary  to  the  assertion  of  Dr.  Fox)  that  was  present 
in  the  crust.  Had  this  opportunity  presented  itself  earlier,  we 
would  have  produced  an  illustration  of  the  appearance  of  the 
fluid  under  the  microscope  that  the  reader  might  make  the 
comparison  with  that  of  crust. 

It  would  have  been  a  matter  of  further  interest  to  have  sub- 
jected the  microbes  to  culture,  and  endeavored  to  propagate 
the  disease  from  attenuated  cultures  of  both  fluid  and  crusts. 
But  it  otherwise  happened,  and  the  consolation  only  remains 
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that,  the  future  may  yet  bring  with  it  the  opportunity  of  inves" 
tigating  this  and  other  points  of  paramount  interest. 

Let  us  commend  the  broad  and  interesting  field  referred  to  to 
others  ;  and,  although  the  disease  does  not  endanger  life,  there 
is  a  point,  peradventure  involving  human  happiness  or  woe, 
which  imperatively  demands  of  our  profession  as  nearly  per- 
fect elucidation  as  practicable  that  a  differentiation,  from  spe- 
cific disease,  at  least,  may  be  established.  He  who  shall  work 
this  field  well,  we  think,  may  establish  an  oasis  in  a  desert; 
may  place  a  hand-print  upon  medical  work  and  literature. 

DIAGNOSIS. 

The  disease  is  to  be  differentiated  from  varicella,  eczema 
pustulosum,  impetigo,  ecthyma,  syphilis,  etc. 

From  Varicella.— The  vesicles  and  vesico-pustules  of  vari- 
cella are,  as  a  rule,  more  generally  disseminated  over  the  body; 
are  smaller ;  and  differ  in  consistence  and  color  from  that 
which  obtains  in  impetigo  contagiosa. 

From  Eczema  Pustulosum.— In  the  latter  disease  there  is  no 
fever,  the  surface  is  redder,  crusts  thicker  and  darker  and  not 
so  easily  detached;  while  the  itching,  discharge  and  cutaneous 
infiltration  are  greater. 

From  Impetigo. — Impetigo  is  always  pustular,  or  primarily 
so  ;  is  more  apt  to  appear  in  patches  ;  the  pustules  are  smaller 
and  deeper  seated. 

From  Ecthyma;  Simple  or  Specific. — In  this  disease  the  erup- 
tion is  discrete,  pustular,  and  situated  upon  an  inflammatory 
base  (notably  so  as  regards  non-specific  ecthyma);  forms  thick 
dark  scabs,  and  is  painful  (especially  in  the  non-specific  vari- 
ety); is  also  of  longer  duration,  as  a  rule. 

From  the  Pustular  Syphiloderm  — In  this  case  the  lesions  are 
usually  small,  and  grouped;  crusts  more  adherent;  are 
"thick,  bulky,  uneven  and  heaped-up;"  maybe  greenish-yel- 
low or  dark  ;  the  ulcer  beneath,  deeper. 

In  making  a  differentiation  from  the  disease  just  mentioned, 
or  others,  I  wish  to  emphasize  the  following  : 

In  very  many  cases  of  contagious  impetigo  when  the  crusts 
detach,  they  begin  at  the  center  and  progress  towards  the  cir- 
cumference;  and  when  the  first  shedding  is  complete,  the  cen- 
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ter  will  be  clear,  while  at  the  periphery  a  thin  incrustation  re- 
mains. One  or  two  days  later  this  thin  incrustation  exfoliates. 
Again,  I  wish  to  emphasize  the  fact  that,  the  maculation  which 
follows  the  crust  detachment  is  lightest  in  color  at  the  center, 
where  separation  first  began,  and  darkest  at  the  periphery, 
where  exfoliation  last  occurred.  This  condition  is  not  always 
seen  ;  but  I  observed  it  in  a  number  of  cases,  in  which  it  was 
generally  observed  upon  the  neck  or  at  unexposed  places.  I 
desire  to  make  it  a  matter  ot  record  that,  when  seen,  it  can  be 
considered  pathognomonic  of  the  disease. 

PROGNOSIS. 

May  be  considered  always  favorable.  It  an  unfavorable 
termination  should  occur,  it  must  be  considered  as  consequent 
upon  some  intercurrent  disease. 

TREATMENT. 

Little  need  be  written  upon  this  portion  of  the  subject.  An 
occasional  warm  bath,  and  the  application  of  the  following 
unguent,  is  all  that  will  be  indicated. 

R   Sulphuris  Sublimati, 

Hydrargyri  Ammoniati,       -       -       -  aa£ij 

Zinci  Oxidi,  3J 

Olei  Mentha?  Piperita?,        -       -       -  gtt.x 
Lanolini,  

M.  Ft.  ungt. 
Sig-    Apply  two  or  three  times  daily. 

In  terminating  this  article  I  will  be  excused  for  indulging  an 
expression  of  regret,  that  a  very  sick  child  prevented  me  devo- 
ting the  time  to  its  preparation  needed  to  have  utilized  more 
satisfactorily  the  material  presented. 

The  disease  may  prevail  to  a  greater  extent  in  Texas  than  I 
am  aware  of ;  I  know  of  no  literature  upon  the  subject  emanat- 
ing from  Texan  Physicians.  If,  therefore,  what  I  present, 
shall  prove  of  interest,  or  lead  to  the  recognition  and  study  of 
the  disease,  I  shall  not  regret  the  time  consumed,  though  I 
may  regret  not  writing  better  in  regard  to  so  interesting  a 
subject. 
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In  conclusion  I  desire  to  acknowledge  the  valuable  assis- 
tance, in  the  preparation  of  this  paper,  rendered  me  by  H.  W. 
Harper,  Ph.  G.,  of  Fort  Worth,  Texas. 

Fort  Worth,  Texas,  August  10,  1886. 


CO  LP0- MYOTOMY. 


By  J.  W.  Carhart,  M.  D.,  Lampasas,  Texas. 

(For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal.) 

MYOMA  of  the  uterus  is  an  hyperplasia  of  some  portion 
of  the  uterine  tissue.  It'  the  hyperplasia  be  of  the 
conne.  tive  tissue  we  call  the  tumor  a  fibro-myoma.  If  it  be  of 
the  muscular  tissue,  it  is  classified  as  cellular.  If  of  the 
glands  of  the  organ,  it  is  classified  as  glandular.  Authors  dif- 
fer, however,  in  their  classification,  and  as  a  result  an  almost 
indefinite  number  of  names  have  been  applied  to  these  growths. 

It  is  not  my  purpose  in  this  paper  to  discuss  the  various  my- 
omatous growths  to  which  the  uterus  is  subject;  but  simply  as 
preliminary  to  an  account  of  an  operation,  to  present  some 
features  of  uterine  polypi;  more  especially  since  the  literature 
on  the  suhject  is  not  as  abundant  as  on  some  other  forms  of 
uterine  disease.  It  is  noticeable  that  Galen,  Hippocrates, 
Celsus,  and  other  ancient  writers,  make  no  mention  of  uterine 
polypi  whatever;  and,  to  my  surprise,  1  find,  on  examining 
several  modern  authors  on  diseases  of  women,  that  the  subject 
is  omitted  altogether,  or  else  only  incidentally  alluded  to. 

A  submucous  myoma  cannot  develop  into  the  firmer  uterine 
parenchyma,  and  therefore  must  distend  into  the  uterine  cavity. 
It  may  remain  there  as  a  polypus  sessile  on  a  broad  base,  or  it 
may  proliferate  into  the  uterine  cavity,  attached  to  the  paren- 
chyma by  a  narrow  pedicle.  In  this  form  it  is  often  delivered 
into  the  vagina.  The  pedicle  is  usually  attached  to  one  wall 
of  the  uterus,  and  by  contractions  of  the  organ  and  the  drag- 
ging force  exerted  upon  the  pedicle,  the  point  of  attachment  is 
usually  moved  downwards  until  it  reaches  the  cervix.  In  this 
condition  it  may  vary  in  size,  often  no  larger  than  a  marble, 
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and  occasionally  of  such  bulk  as  to  completely  fill  the  vagina. 
It  is  covered  with  mucous  membrane,  and  within,  consists  of 
connective  tissue  in  a  state  of  hypergenesis.  The  tissue  of  the 
pedicle  is  usually  firm  and  persistent,  and  is  traversed  by 
abundant  nutrient  blood  vessels.  Accounts  of  hollow  polypoid 
uterine  growths  are  to  be  found  in  medical  literature. 

Uterine  polypoid  growths  are  subject  to  morbid  changes  ;  for 
example,— calcareous,  fatty,  and  malignant.  Occasionally  we 
find  the  pedicles  of  a  polypus,  delivered  into  the  vagina,  eo 
constricted  by  a  rigid  and  contracted  os  as  to  produce  congest- 
ive edoema,  which  may  result  in  gangrene.  Such  condition  of 
the  tumor  may  follow  also  injury  from  coitus  or  some  other 
cause,  when  sloughing  of  the  whole  tumor  may  take  place;  and 
poasibly  a  spontaneous  cure;  or,  more  likely,  septicaemia  and 
death. 

The  diagnosis  of  a  polypus,  already  delivered  into  the 
vagina,  and  the  location  of  its  pedicle  attachment,  are  not  diffi- 
cult, provided  the  mass  is  not  so  large  that  the  fingers  cannot 
be  passed  up  to  the  cervix  uteri.  In  that  case,  a  satisfactory 
diagnosis  might  be  difficult,  and  mistakes  have  been  made  by 
eminent  men. 

For  the  removal  of  pediculated  polypi,  lying  in  the  vagina 
laparo-myotomy  is  not  to  be  thought  of.    Colpo-myotomy,  or  the 
attack  of  the  tumor  from  below,  may  be  effected  in  a  variety  of 
ways,  of  which  the  following  are  principal,  viz  : 

Excision; 

Torsion  and  traction; 
Ecrasement; 

The  galvano-caustic  wire; 
The  spoon  saw. 

The  above  is  Thomas'  classification  of  methods.  He  further 
Bays:  "  Should  the  pedicle  be  within  reach  of  knife  or  scis- 
sors, it  may  be  divided.  *  *  Should  the  g.owths  be  small 
*  *  they  may  be  scraped  from  their  attachment  by  a  large 
steel  curette." 

Since  serious  haemorrhage  may  ensue  from  cutting  with  knife 
or  scissors  a  mass  of  tissue  traversed  by  such  an  abundance  of 
blood  vessels  as  is  the  pedicle  to  one  of  these  tumors,  that 
method  of  operation  is  to  be  carefully  considered  before  un- 
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dertaken.  Should  that  method  be  chosen,  the  tumor  must  be 
removed  with  dispatch,  in  order  to  allow  of  the  speedy  appli- 
cation of  haemostatics. 

Few  practitioners  in  provincial  districts  have  an  armamenta- 
rium so  thoroughly  equipped  as  to  be  able  to  elect  a  method 
fully  suited  to  each  case.  Ways  and  means  are  frequently  to 
be  devised,  and  methods  are  often  resorted  to,  in  various  oper- 
ations, which  are  not  laid  down  in  the  books,  and  not  infre- 
quently with  complete  success.  Often  the  methods  of  the  books 
have  to  be  combined  for  lack  of  instruments,  or  to  meet  pe- 
culiarities as  they  arise,  and  secure  the  best  results. 

These  facts  are  illustrated,  to  some  extent,  in  the  following 
case: 

Mrs.  J.,  aged  30  years,  white,  a  native  of  Texas,  married  ten 
years,  the  mother  of  four  children,  the  youngest  sixteen  months 
old;  is  slight  and  delicate  in  form,  of  nervous  temperament, 
and  rather  delicate  in  health.  She  complained  of  metrorrhagia 
whilst  I  was  treating  her  husband  for  typhoid  fever;  said  her 
menses  had  ceased  three  months  before,  and  she  frequently  ex- 
perienced dragging  pains,  but  declined  treatment,  saying  she 
thought  it  would  soon  "pass  off."  During  my  absence  from 
town,  however,  on  November  13,  1885,  she  became  alarmed  at 
the  amount  of  haemorrhage,  and  finding  me  absent,  called  an- 
other physician,  who  did  not  propose  an  examination,  but  pre- 
scribed ergot  and  black  haw.  On  my  return,  on  the  morning 
of  the  14th,  1  answered  the  call,  supposing  I  should  find  her 
husband  worse.  I  found  Mrs.  J.  flooding  badly,  although  not 
so  bad,  she  said,  as  the  night  before.  Supposing  her  to  be 
pregnant,  and  that  a  miscarriage  was  threatened,  I  proposed  an 
examination,  which  was  readily  consented  to,  and  on  the  in- 
troduction of  the  fingers  I  found  a  mass  lying  in  the  vagina, 
which  o  i  the  instant  I  took  to  be  the  foetus  and  membranes. 
She  said  she  did  not  think  she  was  "  in  a  family  way."  I  dis- 
covered that  the  feel  of  the  mass  was  not  that  of  a  foetus  and 
membranes,  but  more  that  of  a  placenta.  Passing  my  index 
finger  up  to  the  cervix  uteri,  I  felt  what  seemed  to  me  to  be  the 
cord,  and  was  inclined  to  think  it  a  case  of  placenta  previa. 
This  thought  was  at  once  dispelled  by  the  contracted  condition 
of  the  os,  which,  however,  admitted  the  finger  far  enouhg  to 
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feel  the  attachment  of  the  pedicle  to  the  side  of  the  cervix.  I 
was  then  certain  that  I  had  to  deal  with  a  polypus,  the  size  of 
a  man's  fist,  with  a  pedicle  not  larger  than  one's  little  finger. 

Not  being  provided  with  an  ecrasseur  of  any  sort,  my  first 
attempt  was  to  remove  it  by  torsion  and  traction.  I  failed  in 
this,  as  it  was  too  slippery  for  my  fingers,  and  I  had  no  vulsel- 
lnm  or  spoon  forceps  with  which  to  grasp  it.  I  might  have 
reached  the  pedicle,  perhaps,  with  long,  curved,  blunt  scissors, 
used  in  14  Emmet's  operation,"  but  I  feared  the  laceration  of 
adjacent  parts,  and  still  more  the  hemorrhage  that  might  fol- 
low before  I  could  remove  the  mass  from  the  vagina  and  apply 
hot  water  or  a  haemostatic  tamponade.  I  therefore  decided  to 
dissect  away  the  tumor  and  scrape  oft*  the  detritus  of  the  pedi- 
icle  from  the  walls  of  the  cervix  with  a  sharp  steel  curette, 
which  I  did,  partly  cutting  the  tumor  with  blunt  scissors,  and 
partly  tearing  it  with  my  lingers,  keeping  the  haemorrhage 
thoroughly  under  control  by  occasional  injections  of  water  at 
112°  F.  The  patient  was  in  a  dorsal  decubitus,  with  feet 
drawn  up  and  kn^es  separated.  No  anaesthetic  was  given,  and 
no  one  present  to  render  me  any  assistance. 

The  curette  removed  completely  the  tenacious  tissue  of  the 
attachment,  which  gave  free  haemorrhage,  but  which  wag 
promptly  controlled  by  the  use  of  hot  water.  Plenty  of  time 
was  taken,  as  the  patient  suffered  but  little  pain  and  but  slight 
exhaustion. 

A  few  doses  of  bromide  of  potassium  and  chloral-hydrate 
were  given  during  the  night;  and  the  following  morning  injec- 
tions of  warm  carbolized  water  were  ordered  and  continued  for 
several  days.  The  patient  made  a  quick  and' uninterrupted  re- 
covery; and  informs  me  at  this  writing  that  she  has  menstru- 
ated regularly  since,  with  no  sign  of  metrorrhagia. 

Dr.  F.  E.  Daniel  of  Austin  has  been  tendered  the  appoint- 
ment of  Secretary  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association  vice 
Dr.  W.  J.  Burt,  deceased. 

It  is  supposed  that  on  the  retirement  of  General  Murray  this 
month,  the  Medical  officers  of  the  U.  S.  Army  will  turn  their 
Baxter  the  Surgeon  General, 
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LICATION   OF  THE   BRACHIAL  ARTERY. 


Report  of  a  Case  read  before  the  Hill  County  Medical  and  Surgi- 
cal Association,  July  14,  188f>,  by  N.  B,  Kennedy,  M.  D., 
Hillsboro,  Texas. 


N  Thursday  morning,  July  10,  1886,  I  was  called  to  ?ee 


v7  Dr.  J.  W.  Lovvfiy's  son,  the  messenger  informing  me  he 
had  been  wounded  with  a  knife,  and  was  about  to  bleed  to 
death.  In  company  with  Dr.  H.  B.  Vaughan,  I  hastened  to 
Dr.  Lowery's,  who  lives  some  eighteen  miles  from  Hiiisbro, 
and  three  miles  from  Aqmlla  Station,  on  the  Texas  Central 
Railroad. 

On  arrival,  at  12  o'clock  noon,  Dr.  Lowery  sent  a  messenger 
immediately  for  Dr.  Pratt,  living  one  mile  distant,  who  had 
seen  the  case  the  night  before.  Dr.  Lowery  gave  us  the  fal- 
lowing history  of  the  case:  Hi*  son  was  nine  years  of  age, 
ami  had  always  been  a  bright,  healthy  boy.  We  found  him  a 
very  bright,  intelligent  little  fellow.  About  three  weeks  be- 
fore this  time  the  son  was  assisting  the  father  to  marking  some 
pigs,  and,  in  running  after  the  pigs,  he  ran  full  tilt  against  the 
knife  in  his  father's  hand.  The  knife  was  very  sharp,  and  had 
a  broad  blade. 

The  blade  of  the  knife  entered  the  front  of  the  fore  arm, 
about  two  inches  below  the  bend  of  the  elbow,  completely  sev- 
ering the  radial  artery,  and  dividing  some  of  the  fibres  of  the 
median  nerve.  As  an  evidence  there  was  no  radial  pulsation, 
one-half  of  the  index  tinger  was  totally  devoid  of  sensation 
and  cold,  while  the  thumb,  although  sensitive  to  the  prick  of  a 
pin,  yet  had  an  abnormal  burning  sensation  in  it 

The  doctor,  as  soon  as  he  discovered  his  son  bleeding,  imme- 
diately applied  compresses  soaked  in  tannic  acid  to  the  wound, 
which  completely  controlled  all  external  hemorrhage.  The 
little  fellow  seemed  to  be  doing  well,  except  that  he  commenced 
to  have  pain  in  the  wound,  which,  at  times,  was  very  severe. 
There  was  no  hemorrhage  for  a  week  or  ten  days,  when,  sud- 
denly, the  wound  burst  asunder;  and  the  hemorrhage  was 
very  profuse,  the  blood  gushing  out  per  saltvm.    The  doctor 
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again  applied  his  compresses,  soaked  in  tannic  acid,  and  again 
had  the  external  hemorrhage  under  control.  The  doctor  said, 
before  applying  the  compresses,  he  noticed  considerable  swell- 
ing at  the  bend  of  the  elbow,  and  that  the  integument  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  wound  had  a  bluish  appearance. 

On  the  night  of  June  9th,  the  doctor  had  gone  to  church, 
when  a  messenger  was  sent  for  him  to  come  home  post  haste, 
as  the  compresses  had  given  away,  and  the  hemorrhage  was  as 
profuse  as  ever.  On  reaching  home  he  found  his  wife  had  used 
the  compresses,  and  had  the  hemorrhage  under  control.  The 
doctor  sent  for  Dr.  Pratt,  who  came  promptly,  and  gave  the 
little  fellow  an  hypodermic  of  a  quarter  of  a  grain  of  morphia 
to  allay  pain,  as  he  was  suffering  with  very  great  pain. 

On  removing  the  bandages  and  compresses,  and  washing 
away  all  externally  clotted  blood,  we  found  the  integument  o1 
a  bluish  color,  and  much  swelling  at  the  bend  of  the  elbow: 
and  the  tissues  very  much  indurated.  We  decided  that  the 
swelling  and  hardness  was  due  to  extravasated  blood,  which 
had  dissected  up  the  tissues  and  clotted. 

Drs.  Pratt,  Vaughan.  Lowery  and  myself  were  decidedly  and 
unanimously  of  the  opinion  that,  instead  of  endeavoring  to 
find  the  contracted  ends  of  the  radial,  a  better  operation  would 
be  to  ligate  the  brachial  in  the  middle  of  the  arm.  So  much 
blood  had  been  extravasated,  and  the  ends  of  the  radial  so 
much  contracted,  that  it  would  have  been  difficult  to  operate 
successfully. 

Mr.  Bryant,  in  his  admirable  work  on  surgery,  says:  11  This 
operation  (referring  to  ligation  of  the  radial  artery)  is  a  very 
difficult  and  uncertain  one,  and  it  is  an  open  question  whether 
it  is  a  sound  one.  I  am  disposed  to  think  the  brachial  had 
better  be  tied,  under  all  circumstances,  rather  than  have  re- 
course to  it." 

Having  everything  in  readiness  that  we  should  need  for  the 
operation,  we  proceeded  to  ligate  the  brachial  artery  of  the 
right  arm.  The  middle  of  the  arm  was  the  point  of  election. 
The  course  of  the  artery  was  indicated  by  a  line  drawn  from 
the  middle  of  the  axilla  to  the  inner  side  of  the  biceps  tendon 
at  the  bend  of  the  elbow:  and  the  inner  border  ef  that  muscle 
was  our  guide  to  the  incision     With  the  arm  extended  and 
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supinated.  we  made  a  cut  some  two  inches  long.  The  skin  and 
superficial  fascia  heing  very  thin,  we  very  carefully  divided 
and  exposed  the  deep  fascia.  We  next  proceeded,  with  care, 
to  lay  open  the  deep  fascia;  after  which  we  flexed  the  fore  arm. 
We  found  the  basilic  vein  lying  immediately  below  the  deep 
fascia,  on  the  inner  side  of  the  brachial  artery,  the  ulnar  nerve 
on  the  inner  side  of  the  vein,  and  the  median  nerve  in  front  of 
the  artery.  We  were  careful  not  to  Open  the  shectth  of  the 
biceps  muscle.  After  reaching  the  deep  fascia,  in  which  we 
knew  the  artery  was  imbedded  (for  it  is  well  known  that  the 
trunks  of  all  arteries—except  the  cutaneous — are  covered  in  by 
fascia),  we  ceased  cutting,  and  used  the  handle  of  the  instru 
ment;  and  gently  tore  up  the  fascia  until  the  sheath  of  the 
artery  was  then  exposed  It  was  then  carefully  raised  on  for- 
ceps and  opened — the  opening  being  only  just  large  enough  to 
admit  the  end  of  an  aneurism  needle.  The  needle,  armed  with 
a  catgut  ligature,  was  passed  between  the  vein  and  artery,  the 
needle  withdrawn,  and  the  ligature  tied  hard  and  fast,  and  cut 
oft  short.  The  wound  was  then  cleansed  with  a  carbolized  lo- 
tion; and,  during  every  step  of  the  operation,  our  hands, 
Sponges  and  instruments  were  disinfected  with  a  five  per  cent, 
solution  of  carbolic  acid.  The  edges  of  the  wound  were 
brought  together  and  sutured,  and  a  carbolized  lotion  applied 

We  then  decided  to  cut  down  on  the  old  wound,  which  we 
did  by  an  incision  some  two  and  one-half  inches  in  length, 
and  turned  out  a  large  quantity  of  clotted  blood.  After  wash- 
ing out  the  wound,  we  had  some  hemorrhage,  which  was  very 
easily  controlled.  We  were  of  opinion  the  hemorrhage  was 
from  the  inferior  profunda  branch  of  the  brachial.  After  thor- 
oughly cleansing  the  wound  and  noting  that  all  hemorrhage 
had  ceased,  the  edges  of  the  wound  were  brought  together  and 
sutured  and  carbolized  lotions  applied. 

The  anaesthetic  used  was  chloroform.  The  patient  took  it 
well,  but  was  some  time  coming  under  its  influence;  but  there 
was  nothing  denoting  any  untoward  result.  About  the  time 
we  bad  completed  the  operation,  and  had  begun  to  congratulate 
ourselves,  the  patient's  pulse  suddenly  ceased  at  the  wrist, 
and  he  ceased  to  breathe. 

We  immediately  resorted  to  every  expedient  we  could  think 
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of  to  restore  animation;  but  with  no  success,  when  Dr.  Vaughan 
proposed  that  we  try  the  great  French  surgeon,  Nelaton's, 
plan,  which  we  did,  with  the  happiest  results. 

As  soon  as  we  placed  the  patient's  head  downwards  and 
heels  up.  he  gasped,  and  soon  commenced  to  breathe,  and  his 
pulse  returned  to  the  wrist.  We  remained  with  him  until  he 
was  fully  restored  and  had  taken  some  food. 

June  11th. — Patient  had  some  surgical  fever,  the  circulation 
being  slightly  accelerated — temperature  101°  F.  Dr.  Pratt 
gave  antipyrine,  which  soon  reduced  the  temperature  below 
normal,  when  quinine  and  stimulants  were  given.  There  had 
been  no  pain  in  the  arm,  and  the  patient  had  slept  well. 

June  13th. — Again  saw  the  patient.  The  wound  in  the  arm 
had  very  nearly  healed  by  first  intention,  and  the  wound 
in  the  fore  arm  was  granulating  and  discharging  a  laudable 
pus,  while  the  general  appearance  of  the  fore  arm  had  im- 
proved, and  the  dark  appearance  of  the  integument  had  en- 
tirely disappeared,  and  the  member  had  a  natural,  healthy  ap- 
pearance. Dr.  Lowery  informed  he  had  some  little  fever 
every  day  since  the  operation,  but  that  his  appetite  had  con- 
tinued good,  and  that  he  continued  to  sleep  well.  Tempera- 
ture this  morning  99|°  F.,  and  circulation  normal.  The  qui- 
nine had  been  continued  from  the  morning  of  June  the  11th. 

From  this  time  on  the  patient  improved  rapidly,  and  is  now 
well. 


P<D  i\F\ES  PO  ND  EN  C  E . 


WATERMELON  SEED  IN  TRACHEA. 

Burleson,  Texas,  July  27,  1886. 


Editor  Daniel's  Medical  Journal. 

A  few  days  ago  while  Mr.  H.  Sparkman  was  eating  some 
watermelon,  he  accidentally  sucked  a  seed  and  a  portion  of  the 
pulp  into  the  trachea.  Nature  at  once  set  up  a  violent  effort  to 
expel  the  seed  and  pulp  but  failed  to  succeed. 


DANIEL'S  TEXAS  MEblCAL  JOURNAL.  6? 


Mr.  Sparkman  immediately  consulted  me  and  I  gave  him 
Pulv.  Ipecac  until  I  had  produced  gentle  nausea  ;  then  I  caused 
some  dry  Scotch  snuff  to  he  blown  into  his  throat.  This  caused 
violent  coughing,  and  the  seed  and  pulp  were  promptly  expelled. 

Thinking  this  plan  of  treatment  is  a  little  out  of  the  usual 
line,  I  have  written  the  above  for  publication  if  you  think  it 
worthy  of  space  in  your  valuable  Journal. 

Very  respectfully, 

James  Pickett,  M.  D. 


REUCION  IN  MEDICAL  ADDRESSES  ENDORSED. 
THE  MINORITY  REPORT. 

Cuero,  DeWitt  Co.,  Texas,  July  30,  1886. 
Dr.  F.  E.  Daniel,  Austin,  Texas. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  return  to  your  address  by  this  mail  No.  L,  Vol.  II  Daniel's 
Medical  Journal.  As  my  subscription  is  paid  to  date  you 
will  erase  my  nam*1  from  your  list.  I  fully  support  Dr.  E.  P. 
Beckton   and  do  not  support  your  editorial    of  above  issue* 

Yours  &c. 

D.  B.  Blake. 

Here  now  is  the  legitimate  fruit  of  our  temerity  in  saying 
the  profession  of  Texas  do  not  approve  of  the  introduction  of 
theology  into  the  Presidential  address  before  the  State  Medical 
Association  !  We  have  lost  a  subscriber  '  He  stops  his  Journal 
because  he  endorses  the  plan  of  mixing  up  religion  in  the  mat- 
ters of  the  State  Medical  Association  a  id  of  denouncing  science , 
as  damning  to  the  soul  and  withering  to  the  body.  We  submit, 
we  have  not  questioned  the  orthodoxy  of  Dr  Becton's  religious 
belief,  nor  have  we  said  we  do  not  endorse  his  religious  views  if 
expressed  in  the  pulpit.  We  have  protested  that  the  Medical 
profession  of  Texas  do  not  agree  with  Dr.  Becton  that  the  teach- 
ings of  "  such  men  as  Darwin  and  Huxley"  are  ruinous — to 
mind,  body,  soul  and  estate,  and  do  not  sustain  him  in  his  de- 
nounciation  of  them  and  their  labors.  If,  perchance,  Dr. 
Blake  has  been  tampering  with  science  and  has  found  Dr. 
Benton's  statements  true  as  regards  himself,  we  can  only  say 
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his  is  an  isolated  case,  and  we  trust  he  may  not  be  "  frozen,  99 
"  damned,  "  "withered"  and  "blighted'1  past  all  hope  of 
redemption. 


THE  PRESIDENTIAL  ADDRESS  AND  MODERN  SCIENCE. 

Open  Letter  to  President  Becton  T.  S.  M.  A.     By  F.  A.  Schmitt, 
M.  D.,  Schulenburg,  Texas. 

(For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal  ) 

Editor  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 

It  afforded  me  both  pleasure  and  satisfaction,  to  find  at  least 
one  of  our  State  Medical  Journals  vindicating  the  good  scien- 
tific standing  of  the  Medical  profession  of  Texas  and  at  the 
same  time  courageous  enough  to  resent  an  insult  offered  to 
science  and  to  two  of  our  foremost  scientists. 

In  order  to  show  you  and  an  enlightened  public  that  there 
are  others  of  the  profession  in  Texas,  who  keenly  felt  the  in- 
sult offered  and  at  the  same  time  to  criticize  that  portion  of 
Dr.  Becton's  address  which  was  so  offending  to  both  science 
and  scientists,  T  append  a  verbatim  copy  of  letter  written  by 
myself  and  addressed  and  mailed  to  Dr.  E.  P.  Becton,  of  Sul- 
phur Springs,  Texas,  immediately  after  reading  his  address  in 
the  Texas  Courier  Record  published  at  Fort  Worth,  Texas. 
Respectfully  yours, 

F.  A.  Schmitt,  M.  D. 

Schulenburg,  Texas,  June  2^,  1886. 
Dr.  E.  P.  Becton,  Late  Pres.  T.  S.  M.  A.,  Sulphur  Springs: 

Respected  Sir  :  In  your  address  before  the  State  Medical 
Association  at  Dallas  you  chose  to  use  the  following  language; 

"  But  th^  most  unkindest  cut  of  all  is,  that  the  ten- 
dency of  the  profession  in  America  is  towards  materialism  and 
infidelity,  etc.  For  this  there  is  not  the  slightest  foundation. 
[Yon  are  right,  Dr.,  th^re,  is  not.— S.] 

''Now  and  then  some  misguided  [?]  member  of  the  profes- 
sion accepts  the  teachings  of  such  men  as  Darwin  and  Huxley; 
but  the  great  body  [?]  of  American  physicians  know  that  these 
doctrines  are  as  withering,  blighting  as, the  winter's  frost,  that 
they  'cramp  the  genius,  freeze  the  vivid  and  glowing  aspira- 
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tions  of  the  mind,  and  clip  with  unsparing  hand  the  lofty 
flights  of  the  intellect/  that  they  hush  the  still  small  voice  of 
conscience  here,  and  damn  the  soul  hereafter.'" 

If  scientific  labor  has  such  demoralizing  effect,  why,  I  ask, 
not  stop  it  altogether — why  not  declare  it  a  felony,  punishable 
as  such,  and  thereby  teach  these  scientific  fellows  how  to  be- 
have and  to  keep  within  the  boundaries  of  Biblical  teaching? 

If  you  had  addressed  a  congregation  from  the  pulpit,  your 
utterances  would  have  received  the  hearty  consent  of  every 
well-meaning  Christian  ;  the  most  learned  scientist,  as  well  as 
the  humblest  illiterate  would  have  exalted  over  your  "  scrip- 
tural eloquence  ;"  but  carrying  such  slanderous  and  insulting 
language  to  hoth  scientists  and,  science  into  the  halls  of  the  rep- 
resentative scientific  body  of  a  great  State,  is  more  than  the 
medical  profession  can  endorse,  and  I  for  one  emphatically  deny 
that  the  medical  profession  of  Texas  is  in  sympathy  with  your 
views  and  utteranc  s  ;  i.  e* ,  that  scientific  research  and  the  de- 
ductions therefrom  are  as  withering,  blighting  as  winter's  frost, 
or  that  they  cramp  the  genius,  freeze  the  vivid  and  glowing  as- 
pirations of  the  mind,  and  clip  with  unsparing  hand  the  lofty 
flights  of  the  intellect — or  that  they  hush  the  still  small  voice  of 
conscience  here  and  damn  the  soul  hereafter- 

I  venture  to  assert  the  contrary,  sir: — I  take  upon  myself  the 
responsibility  for  saying,  that  the  lofty  flights  of  the  intellect 
can  but  be  enhanced  through  the  medium  of  the  researches, 
discoveries  and  deductions  of  the  very  scientists  you  chose  to 
name  with  such  utter  disrespect  and  disregard,  to  their  scien- 
tific standing  and  acknowledged  greatness. 

I  further  make  bold  to  say  that  such  doctrines  as  you  chose 
to  spread  before  the  representative  scientific  body  of  our  State 
are  unworthy  a  man  of  <>ur  noble  profession  and  of  your  stand- 
ing as  such— representing,  as  you  have  done  as  President  of  our 
State  Society,  the  profession  of  Texas;  and  that  such  views  as 
you  hold  regarding  science  and  scripture  belong,  not  to  the 
nineteenth  century,  but  to  the  middle  ages,  when  science  was 
spurned  and  theological  sophistry  held  its  sway. 

I  have  not  the  honor  of  your  personal  acquaintance,  and 
therefore  this  letter  may  surprise  you,  as  also  may  do  its  more 
or  less  aggressive  spirit,  but  as  public  men,  their  actions  and 
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shortcomings  ought  always  to  be  open  to  fair  criticism,  I  take  ad- 
vantage of  this  privilege  to  express  my  thoughts  in  the  matter, 
and  to  censure  where,  in  my  estimation,  censure  is  duly 
deserved. 

Respectfully, 

F.  A.  Schmitj,  M.  D. 


^Society  J^otes. 

MINUTES  OF  BELL  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SOCIETY,  AUGUST  '86. 

Meeting  called  to  order  at  2  p.  m.  in  Dr.  Batte's  office  by  Dr. 
Frank  Allen,  President.  Present  Drs.  Allen,  Armstrong,  Bat- 
te,  Enoch,  Flint,  Ghent,  Hudson,  Hunter,  Russell,  Ross  and 
Talley. 

Board  of  Censors  reported  favorably  on  the  petition  of  Dr.  Al- 
bert Armstrong  for  membership,  and  he  was  elected  to  mem- 
bership by  acclamation. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  President  appoint  a  committee 
of  three  to  take  notice  of  the  death  of  Dr.  Bun  of  Austin, 
Texas.  The  President  appointed  the  following,  Doctors  Batte, 
Ross  and  Talley. 

The  discussion  of  thp  subject  selected  at  a  previous  meeting 
was  begun  by  the  reading  of  a  paper  on  the  subject  by 
Dr.  Ross.  The  discussion  proved  to  be  very  interesting  and 
useful . 

The  discussion  of  diagnosis,  prognosis  and  treatment  of 
typhoid  fever  was  made  the  subject  for  the  next  meeting,  and 
Dr.  Haley  was  elected  to  open  the  subject  with  Dr.  Hudson  as 
alternate.  The  meeting  then  adjourned  to  meet  again  the  first 
Tuesday  m  September. 

R.  P.  Talley,  Sec. 


ORGANIZATION  OF  AN  INTERNATIONAL  "COUNTY"  MEDICAL  SOCIETY 

IN  TEXAS. 


The  following,  clipped  from  a  Brownsville  Texas  Paper  is 
kindly  sent  us  by  our  correspondent  and  friend  Dr.  A.  S.  Wolff. 
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On  Saturday  a  meeting  of  the  medicial  men  of  Brownsville, 
Texas,  and  Matamoros,  Mexico,  was  held  at  Dr.  Wolffs  office. 
All  the  medical  gentlemen  of  both  sides  of  the  river  were  in  at- 
tendance, which  proves  the  alacricty  with  which  they  respon- 
ded to  the  call  of  Dr.  Wolff  and  the  desire  that  animates  them 
to  form  an  organized  society,  such  as  exists  in  many  cities  and 
districts  where  there  are  less  medical  men  and  less  necessity 
of  these  social  and  professional  organizations.  The  following 
is  the  roster  of  our  medical  men  : 

Dr.  Bentley,  U.  S.  A.,  Dr.  A.  S.  Wolff,  Dr.  C.  B.  Combe, 
Dr  Et.  Melot,  Dr.  Main,  Dr.  Vails,  Dr.  I.  Martinez,  Dr.  C. 
Macmanus,  Dr.  M.  Cisero,  Dr.  Dias  Gutierrez,  Dr.  M.  Barra- 
gan,  Dr.  Manuel  Carpi o,  Dr.  Guzman  and  Dr.  Ortega. 

Dr.  Macmanus  was  voted  to  the  chair  and  Dr.  Vails  as  sec- 
retary for  the  occasion.  On  permanent  organization  Dr. 
Macmanus  was  unanimously  elected  permanent  president  Dr, 
M.  Cicero,  Vice-president,  Dr.  Vails  secretary,  Dr.  C.  B. 
Combe  treasurer  and  Drs.  Melon  and  Cicero  censors. 

After  having  passed  a  pleasant  hour  in  discussing  their  or- 
ganization and  future  proceedings,  it  was  agreed  to  have  the 
next  meeting  of  the  society  in  Matamoros  on  the  15th. 


Malaria,  Malaria, 

Sweet,  loving,  true,  Malaria. 
Scott  Way  and  naughty  R.  K. 

Have  slandered  thee,  Malaria  ! 
But  we  are  friends — I  love  thee  well. 
What  tongue  or  lips  can  ever  tell 
The  fun  we've  found  in  swamp  and  dell 

'Mid  Jersey's  watery  area? 
Gentle  archer — merry  shaker — 
Patron  of  the  undertaker — 

I  sing  thy  praise,  Malaria  ! 


SWEET  MALARIA. 
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Ah !  faithful  friend,  Malaria, 

'Twas  not  in  far  Bavaria, 
Nor  Hunter's  Point  nor  Harlem  Flats, 

Nor  Jersey's  vast  aquaria, 
That  first  I  shook  in  terror  wild 
Till  buildings  seven  stories  piled, 
Tottered  and  trembled  like  a  child, 

Half  frantic  with  hysteria  ! 
Nay    I  solicit  for  my  deficit 
Pardon  that  I  have  chanced  to  miss  it — 

I've  never  had  malaria! 

Then  why,  O  sweet  Malaria, 

Sing  I  thy  praise,  if  nary  a 
Shake  I've  had  in  fields  of  rye 

And  fragrant  Antennaria  ? 
Ah  !  ''thereby  hangs  a  tale.'1     You  see, 
When  first  you  stood  revealed  to  me, 
Your  victim  paid  his  doctor's  fee 

To  me,  ray  dear  Malaria  ; 
For  my  position  is  physician 

To  those  who  have  malaria  ; 
To  peddle  quinine  is  my  mission  ; 
And,  ^ince  thou  belfcerest  my  condition, 

1  Jove  thee,  sweet.  Malaria, 

Sweet,  loving,  true  Malaria! 

—  Ala.  Med.  Jourftdl. 


Can't  Understand  It.— There  are  many  things  we  cannot 
understand.  One  is,  how  a  person  can  reconc  le  to  his  con- 
science the  reading  of  a  journal  month  after  month  without 
remitting  the  amount  of  subscription,  or  notifying  the  editor 
of  his  wish  to  discontinue  accompanied  by  arrearages  to  date. 
To  such  of  our  readers  we  would  say,  if  you  wish  the  Journal 
continued  please  remit  the  subscription  price  ;  if  you  wish  it 
discontinued  please  inform  us  of  the  fact  on  a  postal  card. — 

[Exchange. 


At)  VERTISEMENTS. 


AlAi's  Ai  Phosphate, 

[LIQUID.] 

Prepared  according  to  the  directions  of  Prof.  E.  N.  Horsford,  of  Cambridge,  Mass 
Universally  prescribed  and  recommended  by  physicians  of  all  schools. 


IN  DYSPEPSIA,  CONSTIPATION,  INDIGESTION, 

HEADACHE,  3E3TO. 

The  lining  membrane  of  the  stomach  when  in  a  normal  con- 
dition, contains  cells  rilled  with  the  gastric  juice,  in  which 
phosphoric  acid  combined  with  lime,  iron,  potash,  etc.,  is  an 
important  active  principle;  this  is  necessary  to  a  perfect  diges- 
tion. If  the  stomach  is  not  supplied  with  the  necessary  gastric 
juice  to  incite  or  promote  digestion,  dyspepsia  will  follow  with 
all  its  train  of  incident  diseases.  The  only  known  acid  which 
can  be  taken  into  the  stomach  to  promote  digestion,  without 
injury,  is  phosphoric  acid  combined  with  lime,  potash,  iron, 
etc.,  i.  e.,  Horsford's  Acid  Phosphate,  which  is  hereby 
offered  to  the  public. 

Sick   Headache  and  t^errom  Prostration  >  ObodNervi  Tonic. 

Dr.  ir.  p.  Clothier.  Buff alo,  X.  V'.,  my*:\  Dr  R  $  McL'ombs,  Philadelphia.  Pa,  says: 
"  [  know  it  to  tie  beneficial  in  sich  headache  "/  used  it -in  nervous  dyspepsia  with  success, 
ami  nervous  pi  rwt ration."  It  fa  a  good  nerve  tonic" 

Beneficial  Result*.  „    *  Wonderful  Remedy . 

Dr  E  J  Wintamson.  H1  Uniis.  Mo,  says:     '"'  1   &  Andrew*  late  Drm^trataro) 

'  Marked  beneficial  result*  in  impt  tdi !- \Anotomy.  J effersoii  Medical  College.  Phila., 

aestton  ami  dinbeb*  meilitus."  pn- <n"s     £  uwnderful  remedy  which  gans 

•me  most  gratifying  results  m  the  worstforms 
Promotes  Digestion.  \nf  dyspepsia. 

Dr.  W.  W  Sehofield,  TJalton,  Mass.,  nays:]  1  ivtoHnnt*  tndioe*tu»i 

ytpromete*  digestion  and  overcomes  acid    DrFQ  ^f^tf^A  rft,,  rnys: 

"It  acts  beneficially  in  obstinate  indigestion . ' 

We  have  received  a  large  number  of  letters  from  physicians 
of  the  highest  standing  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  relating 
their  experience  with  the  Acid  Phosphate,  and  speaking  of  it 
in  high  terms  ot  commendation.  Physicians  desiring  to  test 
Horsford's  Acid  Phosphate  will  be  furnished  a  sample  without 
expense,  except  express  charges.    Pamphlet  free. 

Prof;  Horsford's  Baking,  Preparations, 

Are  made  of  the  Acid  Phosphate  in  powdered  form.  They  re- 
store the  phosphates  that  are  taken  from  the  flour  in  bolting. 
Descriptive  pamphlet  sent  free. 

Rnmford  Chemical  Works,  Providence,  R,  I. 

VST"  Beware  of  Imitations  and  Substitutes. 


AD  VE'R  '//SEMEJSTTS. 


IT  WILT,  NOT  ST^JGST! 

HERRIiLL  |  COLORLESS }  MBRRBLL 

Solution  of  Hydrastia. 

A  permanent  solution  of  the  white  Alkaloid  of  the  Hydrastis  Canadensis— adapt- 
ed to  the  local  treatment  of  all  diseases  of  the  mucous  surfaces. 

Recommended  and  Endorsed  by  Bartholow,  Scudder,  HaU,  Rutherford  and 
other  prominent  writers  in  every  school  of  medicine. 

Tested  and  Approved  in  Diseases  of  the  Nasal  Passages—  of  the  Eye— of  the 
Throatr-of  the  Stomach  and  Intestines— of  the  Reproductive  Organs  and  Bladder. 


MRELL  { COLORLESS  I MRMBLL 

alii  of  Hi: 


Introduced  by  us  in  1872.  Associated  with  Bismuth,  the  medicinal  action  of  Hy- 
drastia is  increased  and  its  uses  extended.  This  solution  contains  2y,  grains  of  the 
double  eftratfi  of  Bismuth  and  Frdrssfja,  2ft  per  cent  of  which  is  Hydrastia  Citrate. 


Stjjjtatadl 


Endorsed  by  the  Medical  Profession  of  the  United  States:  is  the  most  perfect  rep- 
resentative of  all  the  Medicinal  virtues  of  the  G-olden  Seal  Root.  The  White  and 
Yellow  Alkaloids  are  herein  presented  in  a  perfectly  clear,  neutral  non-irritating  so- 
lution, applicable  to  the  treatment  of  all  irritable,  inflammatory  and  ulcerative  con- 
ditions of  the  mucous  tract. 


TheWm.  S.  Merrell  Chemical  Co., 

CINCINNATI, 

Sole  Manufacturers. 

Missouri  River  Oepots. 

Meyer  Bros.  Drug  Co.,  Woodward,  Faxon  &  Co.,  Ransas  City; 
McPike  &  Fox,  Atchison  ;  Smith,  Van  Natta  &  Co.,  St. Joseph  ; 

H.  J,  Clarke,  Lincoln  ;  H.  J.  Clarke  Drug  Co.,  Omaha. 
J.  J.  Schott  &  Co.,  Galveston  ;  E.  J.  Hart  &  Co.,  New  Orleans. 
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AN  AMERICAN  CONTRIBUTION  TO  BACTERIOLOGY. 


Under  the  above  caption  the  New 'York  Medical  Record  speaks 
editorially,  and  quite  at  length,  of  the  discovery,  by  Dr.  Mc- 
Laughlin of  Austin,  of  the  micrococcus  of  dengue. 

This  article,  while  complimentary  in  the  main,  is  strangely 
contradictory.  The  Record  describes  with  minuteness  the  de- 
tails of  Dr.  McLaughlin's  investigations  and  the  result,  praises 
the  doctor  for  being  sufficiently  interested  in  science  to  find 
time  from  a  laborious  practice,  to  make  such  experiments;  and 
commends  the  example  to  others  who,  tho'  scientifically  in- 
clined, say  they  "have  not  time"  to  make  experiments.  (En 
passant  we  will  say  that  the  life-work  of  Gross,  Flint  and  F.  H. 
Hamilton  should  he  sutfic  ent  refutation  of  any  such  assertions 
-—those  eminent  practitioners  having  found  time  from  their 
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professional  duties  to  contribute  very  largely  to  the  literature 
of  medicine  and  surgery.) 

After  saying  ''He  [Dr.  McL"]  examined,  microscopically, 
fresh  (specimens  [of  the  blood  of  dengue  patients]  as  well  as 
others  that  were  dried  and  stained  and  sterilized.  He  also  ob- 
tained pure  cultures  of  a  micro-organism  and  watched  its 
growth  in  successive  cultivations.  He  believes  there  is  always 
in  the  blood  of  these  patients  a  peculiar  organism,  having  its 
own  method  of  growth,  and  taking  up,  with  especial  avidity,  a 
stain  of  methyl  blue  dissolved  in  caustic  potash.  This  organ- 
ism is  spherical  in  shape,  and  about  1-20  to  1-3U  the  diameter 
of  a  red  blood-cell.  The  organisms  grew  well  upon  sterilized 
jelly,  always  presetting  their  morphological  character  in  succes- 
sive cult  arts,  [italics  ours.]  All  the  experiments  seemed  to 
show  that  the  blood  of  persons  suffering  from  dengue  contains 
these  micro-organisms,  and  no  other, ''—the  Record  closes  by 
the  startling  assertion  that  "Dr.  McLaughlin's  experiments, 
therefore,  are  nut  conclusive  of  anything  yet  and,  that  11  it 
cannot  be  said  that  this  micrococcus  is  not  identical  with  that 
found  in  other  disease-*  "  [!!!] 

Here,  we  say,  is  a  strange  contradiction.  According  to  the 
Record's  admission,  the  researches  prove  :  1st,  That  dengue  is 
a  contageous  disease  and  is  produced  by  a  living  organism  : 
2nd,  That  this  organism  always  preserves  its  morphological 
(and,  therefore,  distinguishing)  character ;  3d,  That  it  has  its 
own  peculiar  stain.  And,  according  to  Dr.  McLaughlin's  pa- 
per, the  investigation.-  prove,  4th,  That  micro-organisms  can 
and  do  exist  in  the  blood  cells  ; — something,  according  to  Fried- 
lander,  not  heretofore  demonstrated.  The  above  would  seem 
to  be  "conclusive"  of  something. 

As  to  the  identity  with  the  organisms  found  in  the  blood  of 
other  diseases,  the  micro-coccus  of  dengue  as  shown  by  Dr. 
McL.  differs  materially,  1st.  According  to  Friedlander,  but 
two  diseases  are  known  to  have  micro-organisms  uniformly 
found  in  the  blood,  viz  :  Anthrax,  and  Relapsing  fever.  In 
the  first  named  we  find  a  rod-shaped,  and  in  the  second  a 
spiral-shaped  bacteria  in  the  plasma,  bat  not  in  the  cell]  while 
that  of  dengue  is  spherical,  and  is  found  in  the  blood  cell,  as 
well  as  in  the  plasma.    The  micro-coccus  of  dengue  therefore 
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cannot  be  "  identical  with  that  of  other  diseases.  "  2nd.  The 
coccus  of  dengue  does  not  stain  with  analine  dyes  in  the  uni- 
form manner  which  the  organisms  named,  and  most  others,  do. 

The  only  other  cocci  said  to  be  found  in  the  blood  cell  are 
those  of  malarial  fever  as  recently  claimed  by  Levarron  ;  and 
from  these,  the  cocci  of  dengue  are  differentiated — 3rd.  By 
their  morphological  character,  and  their  behavior  with  stain- 
ing agents. 

The  Record  in  closing  its  comments  says  :  11  Dr.  McLaughlin 
has  come  quite  near  being  the  first  American  physician  to 
find  the  specific  micro-organism  of  a  disease  affecting  man.  " 

We  would  ask  the  Record  to  please  name  the  American  phy- 
sician who  has  been  the  first  to  find  such  organism  ?  as  the  re- 
mark implies  that  the  micro-organism  has  been  found  by  an 
American  physician  and  that  Dr.  MeLauglin  is  not  that  physi- 
cian !  Or,  to  be  generous,  did  the  Record  mean  to  say  that  Dr. 
McLaughlin  was  the  first  American  physician  who  had  come 
very  near  finding  a  specific  organism  ? 

Apropos,  of  the  Mia o-coccus  McLa  uyhlinii  [Daniel,]  we  ob- 
serve with  some. surprise  that  our  usually  just  and  courteous 
cont  mporary  of  the  N.  0.  M.  &  8, "Journal  claims  (August  No. 
— page  147)  to  be  the  first  Lo  bring  the  subject  of  Dr. 
McLaughlin's  researches  and  discovery  to  the  notice  of  the  pro- 
fession, ami  we  believe,  cites  the  April  Number  of  that  Journal 
as  containing  the  article.  We  beg  to  refer  our  frien  !s  ot  the  N. 
O.  M.  &  S.  Journal  and  others,  to  the  November  Number  of 
Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Jourhal/( Vol .  1  No.  V.  p.  238),  for  a 
full  description  of  Dr.  McLaughlin's  experiments,  methods  and 
discovery  from  reports  to  us  by  Dr.  McLaughlin,  and  from  ocu- 
lar examinations  of  the  specimens,  which  announcement  we 
know  to  be  t  :ie  first  made  of  the  %t  interesting  and  important 
discovery.  " 

The  advice  given  to  the  man  who  had  attempted  to  conceal  a 
large  rish  under  a  short  jacket  was  -"you  should  wear  a  longer 
jacket  or  steal  a  smaller  fish  "  We  suggest  to  our  N  0.  contem- 
porary to  read  the  Texas  Journal  more  closely,  or  to  give  us 
credit  /or  some  interest  in  the  work  of  the  profession  of  our 
State.  We  take  this  occasion,  however,  to  thank  our  worthy 
contemporary  for  the  kind  and  complimentary  mention  it  has 
made  of  our  friend  and  contributor  Dr.  McLaughlin  and 
his  works,  in  several  numbers. 
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PENNY  WISDOM  AGAIN   SAVE  AT  THE  SPIGOT,  LOSE  AT  THE  BUNC. 

Wm.  Wood  &  Co.,  heretofore  so  liberal,  have  done  a  shabby 
thing  which  not  only  lowers  them  in  the  estimation  of  South- 
ern and  Western  journals,  but  which  will  cause  them  the  loss 
of  many  a  dollar.  We  cannot  account  for  it,  unless  they  are 
feeling  the  falling  off  of  Southern  and  Western  patronage  in 
consequence  of  the  silly  and  suicidal  policy  they  allowed 
the  manager  of  the  Record  to  pursue  with  reference  to 
the  International  Congress.  It  will  be  remembered  the  N.  Y. 
Medical  Record  (Wood  &  Co.'s  Leading  publication)  was  very 
bitter  agaist  the  South  and  West,  really  insulting;  and  it  is  not 
a  matter  of  surprise  that  many  of  the  subscribers  of  the  Record 
have  dropped  it. 

Wood  &  Co.  have  notified  (we  presume  all  of  the )  Southern 
and  Western  medical  journals  that  hereafter  books  sent  for 
review  will  be  sent  by  express  at  the  expense  of  those  receiv- 
ing them. 

We  would  like  to  ask,  who  is  most  bent-fitted  in  a  transac- 
tion ut'  that  kind'.'  Are  not  reviews  advertisements?  Intended 
as  such,  tu  promote  the  sale  of  the  books?  Well,  publishers 
have  been  giving  such  notices,  g -nerall  v  commendatory ,  in 
consideration  of  a  complimentary  copy.  Where  the  editor  gets 
three  dollars  worth  of  books,  Wood  &  Co.  receive  perhaps  twen- 
ty-five dollars  worth  of  advertising,  to  say  nothing  of  the  fruits 
of  it  in  the  way  of  sales;  and  now  they  want  the  journals  of 
the  South  and  West  feo  pay  the  express  charges.  None  of  it 
for  us,  if  you  please. 

It  has  been  proposed  that  the  journals  of  the  South  and 
West  unite  in  declining  to  receive  any  more  books,  and  give 
any  more  reviews  on  any  such  terms.  The  St.  Louis  Medical 
Review  and  the  St.  Louis  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  are  with 
us  in  this  move,  and  at  the  risk  of  being  accused  of  a  boycott, 
we  ask  others  to  join  us.  Other  publishing  houses,  the  great 
Appletons  and  Blakistons  make  no  such  unreasonable  demands, 
and  the  journals  of  this  section  of  the  country  should  resent 
anysuch  proposition,  as  niggardly  and  unworthy  of  a  live,  and 
heretofore  liberal  publishing  firm. 
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ditorial  Notes 


Appointments  T.  S.  M.  A. — The  President  of  the  Texas  State 
Medical  Association  has  appointed  Drs.  R.  M.  Swearingen  and 
J.  W.  McLaughlin  on  the  Publication  Committee  in  place  of  Dr. 
Q.  C.  Smith,  declined  to  serve,  and  Dr.  W.  J.  Burt,  deceased. 
The  Transactions  will  appear  much  later  than  was  anticipated, 
for  reasons  which  it  would  not  do  to  publish-  -just  yet. 


A  Call  has  been  issued  to  the  Medical  profession  of  the 
South  and  West  to  meet  with  the  Mississippi  Valley  Medical 
Association  at  Crab  Orchard,  Kentucky,  in  July  1887,  to  form 
a  Southern  and  Western  Medical  Association— a  kind  of  cut 
loose  from  our  Eastern  brethren. 

Poor  Baby. — A  writer  in  an  exchange  says:  "  If  the  baby 
does  not  thrive  on  fresh  milk  it  should  be  boiled.  " 

Another  one,  speaking  of  anew  nursing-bottle,  says  :  "When 
the  baby  has  done  sucking  it  should  be  unscrewed  and 
hung  up.  " 

In  the  forthcoming  Transactions  oi  the  Texas  State  Medical  As- 
sociation there  will  be  an  article  in  which  the  author,  speaking 
of  a  sick  child  says  :  "  The  stomach  was  very  irritable  and  it 
kept  twiching  its  mouth.  " 

Dog  Days  seem  to  take  all  the  life  out  of  most  people.  Our 
exchanges  for  August  are  mostly  as  tame  as  stale  cider. 


P.  M.  B.  A. — Members  of  the  Physician's  Mutual  Benefit  As- 
sociation of  Texas,  who  have  failed  to  respond  to  the  asess- 
ment  for  the  benefit  of  the  heirs  of  Brother  Dr.  D.  Sayres, 
which  assessment  was  mailed  July  10th,  are  again  called  on  to 
send  forward  their  $1.  Failure  to  do  so  by  the  end  of  August 
will  forfeit  membership  ;  and  the  names  of  all  such  as  fail  to 
make  good  their  pledge,  will  be  erased  from  the  roll. 

F.  E.  Daniel,  M.  D. 

Sec.  and  Treasurer. 
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Surgeon  Geineral  Baxter,  U.  S.  A. -That  is  the  way  it  will 
read  very  shortly,  unless  we  greatly  mistake  ;  for  General 
Murray,  having  reached  the  age  of  62,  will  be  retired,  accord- 
ing to  army  regulations,  and  Col.  J.  H.  Baxter,  who  is  now, 
and  has  been,  during  Gen.  Murray's  administration,  the  First 
Assistant  Surgeon  General,  is  the  ranking  Colonel  of  the  six 
Assistants  Surgeon  General  on  the  roster.  Moreover,  Dr. 
Baxter  has  every  claim  to  the  position  that  attaches  to  long 
and  faithful  service,  intelligent  and  satisfactory  discharge  of 
duty, — competency— capacity ,  a  thorough  acquaintance  with 
the  responsible  duties  of  this  the  highest  office  in  the  medical 
department  of  the  army.  It  is  thought,  too,  by  many,  that  in- 
justice was  done  him  by  the  late  president  Arthur  in  not  mak- 
ing him  Surgeon  General  at  the  time  Dr.  Murray  was  appointed, 
his  friends  claiming  thai  he  even  out  ranks  Gen.  Murray. 
There  is  a  kink  somewhere  in  t)ie  date  of  commissions,  on 
which  a  doubt  hangs— and  Dr.  Baxter  did  not  get  the  benefit  of 
the  doubt  at  that  time  :  but  now,  there  is  no  Oould  as  to  bis 
seniority  ;  and  we  should  not  like  to  hear  any  man  say  there  is 
doubt  on  any  other  score,  as  to  his  fitness  to  discbarge  the 
duties  with  ability,  or  to  grace  and  adorn  the  office  with  his 
many  admirable  qualities. 


A  New  Bo>\k. — In  the  Brief  for  July  is  an  account  by  Dr. 
H-  C.  Bennett,  of  New  Salem,  Texas,  of  '  a  twin-headed 
baby,"  which  he  was  compelled  to  remove  piecemeal  recently. 
On  page  296,  the  Doctor  says  :  "We  then  took  off  the  other 
leg,  together  with  the  asinnomate  bone." 

If  the  Doctor  had  preserved  this  rare  specimen,  and  exhib- 
ited it  along  with  the  "  twin-headed  baby,"  it  would  have  im- 
mortalized the  baby — the  only  one  ever  known  to  possess  an 
"asinnomate  bone." 


Dot  Your  Eyes  — As  an  illustration  of  the  want  of  accuracy  in 
writing,  observed  in  many  distinguished  men,  we  mention  the 
receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  well  known  physician,  in  which  he 
said:  "  I  have  been  expecting  to  hear  from  you  daily."  We 
replied  that  we  had  no  occasion  to  write  daily,  nor  had  we  the 
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time  or  inclination  to  do  so.  Of  course  he  meant  to  say  he  had 
"daily  been  expecting  to  hear,"  etc. 

Stay-at-home  Young  Lady  to  Traveled  Young  Lady  — "I  suppose 
you  spent  a  week  or  more  in  Rome  ;  tell  me  about  the  sights 
you  saw." 

T.  Y.  L. — Rome?  Rome?  Let  me  see  !  Ah,  no!  we  passed 
through  there  in  the  night.'' 

Texas  Surgery — Laparotomy  for  Intestinal  Wounds. — In 
connection  with  the  subject  of  Laparotomy  for  wounds  of  the 
intestines,  it  is  generally  understood  that  but  three  successful 
cases  (for  gunshot  wounds)  have  been  recorded  in  America: 
the  first  two  by  Dr.  W.  T.  Bull,  and  the  third  one  by  Dr.  J.  B. 
Hamilton.  It  should  be  known  that  Dr.  Bacon  Saunders,  of 
Bonham,  Texas,  has  operated  twice  for  wounds  of  the  intes- 
tines, and  once  with  success.  The  Doctor  has  performed  ab- 
dominal section  eleven  (or  twelve?)  times,  with  only  two 
deaths.  This  should  be  recorded,  but  the  Doctor  is  too  modest 
to  assert  his  claims.  We  are  promised,  however,  the  report  of 
the  successful  case  alluded  to  above;  and  we  want  it  to  go  on 
record  with  those  of  Bull  and  Hamilton;  that  Texas  should 
have  the  credit  of  at  least  the  fourth  successful  case. 

The  next  number  of  this  Journal  will  be  printed  in  clean, 
new  type  throughout,  and  enlarged.  Now  is  the  time  to  sub- 
scribe. 

Dr.  W.  J.  Burt. — It  is  proposed  to  issue  in  this  Journal,  at 
an  early  date,  an  excellent  engraved  portrait  of  Dr.  Burt,  to- 
gether with  a  biographical  sketch.  Our  readers,  we  feel  as- 
assured,  will  prize  this  as  a  souvenir  of  our  departed  friend  and 
co-worker  in  the  cause  of  medical  science.  Send  in  your  sub- 
scriptions now  to  enable  us  to  carry  out  this  laudable  desire. 


A  Healthy  City. — Austin,  the  beautiful  Capital,  was  never 
more  healthy  than  at  present,  the  scarlet  fever  having  disap- 
peared, and  the  dengue  scare  gotten  up  by  the  agitator  has  sub- 
sided. 
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We  learn  that  scarlet  lever,  in  a  mild  form,  has  appeared  at 
Columbus,  Texas. 

We  are  in  want  of  "  Original  Communications."  Let  us 
hear  from  you,  subscribers. 

Discounting  the  Future. — The  following  document  was 
handed  us  by  a  gentleman  from  B — lank  county,  and  is  genu- 
ine.   It  is  copied  verbatim  et  literatim  : 

"  To  the  Court  of  Blank  County  Tex  this  is  to  Certify  that 
Mr  Tom  Pilere  [Pillow.— Ed.]  is  not  Abel  to  attend  Court  on 
the  9  of  June  written  by  Dr  R.  B.  Blank  Attenden  Physician 
this  the  5  day  of  June  86." 

It  will  be  observed  that  this  "Attenden  Physician,"  in  addi- 
tion to  his  professional  attainments  (which,  it  is  to  be  hoped, 
are  above  his  literary  ditto)  possesses  the  rare  gift  of  divining 
the  future,  since  he  certifies  "on  the  5  day  of  June"  that  "  Mr 
Pelere  [Pillow]  is  not  Abel  to  attend  Court  on  the  9  of  June." 
He  does  not  leave  room  for  the  possibility  of  "  Mr.  Pilere's  " 
getting  better,  or  becoming  "  Abel."  The  certificate  is  a  safe 
one,  and  the  assertion  therein  cannot  be  gainsaid.  A  man  can- 
not, in  the  nature  of  things,  anticipate  the  future  so  far  as  to  do 
a  thing  to-day  which  is  to  transpire  at  some  subsequent  period. 
If  he  could  do  so,  how  nice  it  would  be,  in  our  leisure,  to  dis- 
pose of  a  lot  of  things  that  are  going  to  crowd  us  later,  but 
which  can  come  only  with  the  future  !— to  bottle  up  business 
for  the  fall,  like; — or  contemplating  the  loss  of  sleep  every 
night  next  week, — to  anticipate  and  make  up  that  loss  by 
sleeping  every  night  next  week  now.  It  is  somewhat  like  the 
man  who,  having  lost  one  night's  sleep,  put  two  mattrasses 
on  the  bed  to  compensate  for  it, — to  get  two  nights  sleep  at 
once,  as  it  were. 


Editorial  Secrets. — We  reproduce  the  following  from  Gail- 
lard' s  Medical  Journal.  "The  subscriber  cannot  know  how 
vastly  important  he  is  to  the  editor.  In  turn,  he  plays  the 
part  of  confidant,  critic,  consoler,  judge.  Without  him  the 
editor's  work  in  life  wTould  be  absolutely  valueless,  Inspira- 
tion would  cease  ;  industry  lapse  into  idleness  ;  careful  com- 
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pilation  would  be  but  the  rearing  of  a  structure  for  the  first  idle 
wind  to  level  to  the  ground,  while  editorial  acumen  would  be 
as  the  flowers  of  the  field,  doomed  to  perish  on  the  morrow. 
*  *       *       Many  are  the  faults  condoned  by  the  good 

subscriber,  and  many  the  short-comings  which  he  has  over- 
looked ;  many  the  friendly  hints  which  he  gives  to  the  editor; 
and  the  timely  suggestions  which  he  offers.  May  heaven  bless 
him  and  multiply  him  ! 

But  there  is  also  the  delinquent  subscriber.  What  is  he  to 
the  editor?  Does  he  know  that  it  is  his  hand  which  has  loaded 
the  editor's  life  with  burdens  heavy  indeed,  but  which  must  be 
borne  with  a  smile,  and  lifted  with  constant  patience  ?  Does  he 
know  that  it  is  he  who  robs  the  editor  of  necessary  sleep  ;  who 
turns  his  sweetest  pleasures  into  bitter  regrets  ?  *  *  * 
Does  he  know  that  while  he  deems  himself  "careless*'  and 
"procrastinating"  only,  he  is  helping  to  pile  up  a  load  of  debt 
upon  the  constant  friend  who  sends  him  at  regular  intervals 
the  freshest  and  best  results  of  his  mental  labor  !  Ah  !  delin- 
quent subscriber,  think  not  that  thy  faults  are  venial !  Pass  not 
over  the  modest  monthly  reminder  which  asks  thee  to  "remit," 
with  indifference.  Upon  thy  promptitude  hangs  the  happiness 
of  one  who  oontributes  greatly  to  thy  pleasure,  thy  knowledge, 
and  thy  usefulness.  Upon  thy  "remembrance"  depends  the 
welfare  of  one  who  forgets  thee,  never.  Be  not  thou  the  one  to 
make  him  anxious  and  unhappy,  but  warm  his  heart  and  stim- 
ulate his  courage  by  thy  practical  assistance.  —  Extract  from  "  An 
Editor's  Note  Book.'' 

t  — .  

Egotism  Extraordinary. — "  I  cannot  say  whether  it  will  be  a 
success  or  not  :  [because]  I  shall  not  be  there.  You  will  see 
very  few  distinguished  persons  [like  me]  there,"  so  wrote  the 
anonymous  correspondent  of  the  Neiv  York  Medical  Record.  For 
modesty  it  takes  tho  confectionary.  If  somebody  would  stick 
a  peacock's  feather  in  the  seat  of  this  fellows  trowsers  doubtless 
he  would  strut  himself  to  death  and  the  fool-killer  would  be 
spared  a  small  job,  and  there  would  be  a  vacancy  in  the  im- 
mortal one  hundred. 
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"STOP  MY  PAPER." 

The  following  from  the  Winfield  Courier  is  respectfully  sub- 
mitted without  comment :  "  In  the  history  of  all  newspapers 
it  is  seen  that  there  have  been  fools  who  get  on  their  ear  at  odd 
spells  and  stop  their  paper.  If  these  people  were  not  over 
wise  in  their  own  conceit,  they  would  put  their  finger  in  the 
river,  pull  it  out  and  see  what  effect  it  had.  The  individual 
who  vainly  imagines  that  a  paper  cannot  survive  without  his 
support,  ought  to  go  away  from  the  city  awhile.  When  his 
lordship  returns,  he  will  find  that  nine-tenths  of  his  friends 
did  not  know  that  he  had  gone,  and  the  other  tenth  didn't  care 
a  cent.  We  know  and  hope  some  of  our  patrons  will  find 
things  in  the  Courier  they  cannot  endorse.  Even  the  good 
book  hits  a  trifle  hard  sometimes.  To  get  mad  and  burn  your 
Bible  would  not  mend  matters  nor  hurt  the  publishers.  The 
same  with  an  editor.  You  may  call  him  all  sorts  of  ugly 
names,  and  the  paper  would  still  be  out  on  time.  And  what  is 
less  to  your  credit,  you  would  sneak  around  every  night  and 
borrow  a  copy  of  your  neighbor.  It  is  safest  and  best  to  keep 
your  vest  well  pulled  down  and  your  subscription  paid  up,  if 
you  can't  afford  to  pay  it  ahead.  These  are  '  seeds  ot  kindness' 
we  desire  to  scatter  everywhere." 

Publishers  will  please  take  notice  that  all  books  sent  for 
review  or  notice  in  this  Journal  must  come  post  or  expressage 
paid. 

Reliable  Insurance  at  Lowest  Rates  to  Physicians,  is 
furnished  by  the  Security  Mutual  Benefit  Society  of  New  York. 
It  is  claimed  that  insurance  can  be  carried  in  this  Company  at 
$5  per  $1,000;  and  that  only  three  assessments  a  year  are  laid. 
The  Company  is  well  endorsed.  See  advertisement  and  send 
for  circulars  etc.    Mention  this  Journal. 

An  Apostate  Westerner. — The  bait  thrown  to  Whitaker  by  the 
shrewd  Philadelphia  organizers  of  "The"  Association  of  What- 
d'ye  call'ems—  limited,  was  too  tempting;  it  caught  him,  and 
now  he  "cannot  attend  or  in  any  way  participate  in  the  Inter, 
national  Medical  Congress  as  now  proposed  to  be  organized  !" 
What  a  mighty  fish  a  frog  is  sometimes  ! 
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IBLIOGRAPHY, 


Diseases  of  the  Spinal  Cord,  by  Byron  Bramwell,  M.  D., 
F.  R.  C.  P.,  (Edin),  lecturer  on  Principles  and  Practice  of 
Medicine  and  on  Medical  Diagnosis  in  the  Extra  Academi- 
cal School  of  Medicine,  Edinburgh  •  and  ever  so  many 
other  titles  which  we  think  it  unnessary  to  enumerate. 
With  fifty-three  colored  plates  and  two  fine  wood  engrav- 
ings.   Second  edition,  New  York,  Wm.  Wood  &  Co.,  1886. 

This  is  the  Januar}"  number  of  " Wood's  Standard  Library" 
for  1886.  It  is  dedicated  to  Prof.  Charcot,  of  Paris,  and  Prof. 
Erb,  of  Leipzig,  to  whom  the  author  says  he  is  indebted  for 
his  knowledge  of  the  subject. 

An  important  feature  of  this  work,  and  one  which  is  the  out- 
growth of  modern  civilization, — is  tbe  chapter  on  concussion 
of  the  spine  and  the  method  of  examining  in  "railroad  cases." 
No  doubt,  railroad  corporations  have  been  swindled  out  of  mil- 
lions for  alleged  damages  to  the  spinal  cord.  Those  cases  of 
injury  "where  there  is  no  lesion,  no  solution  of  continuity  and 
which  are  laid  to  "shock"  or  "concussion,"  form  a  large  per 
cent,  of  the  claims  for  damages  by  railway  accidents;  and  in 
the  interest  of  justice  as  well  as  of  the  rights  of  rail- 
road corporations,  it  is  important  to  be  able  to  say 
if  there  be  real  injury  to  the  spine,  and  to  what  ex- 
tent,—or  if  the  claimant  is  only  "malinguering."  This 
book  is  a  valuable  addition  to  the  literature  on  the  subject  of 
spinal  diseases  and  injuries, 

Gotten  out  in  uniform  style,  maroon  cloth  and  gilt,  with  the 
other  volumes  of  the  "Library"  for  1886. 


Hand-book  of  Practical  Medicine.  By  Herman  Eichorst, 
Professor  of  Special  Pathology  and  Therapeutics,  Director 
of  the  University  Medical  Clinic  in  Zurich,  Vol.  I,  Dis- 
eases of  the  Circulatory  and  Respiratory  Apparatus.  One 
hundred  and  three  wood  engravings.  New  York:  William 
Wood  &  Co.  1886. 
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This  is  the  March  number  of  Wood's  library  of  standard 
medical  authors,  uniform  with  the  series  for  1886. 


The  Genuine  Works  of  Hippocrates.  Translated  from  the 
Greek,  with  a  preliminary  discourse  and  annotations.  By 
Francis  Adams,  LL.  D.,  Surgeon.  In  two  volumes.  Vol. 
I,  New  York:  Wm.  Wood  &  Co.  1886.  This  is  the 
April  number  of  Wood's  library. 

To  those  who  find  pleasure  in  poring  over  the  theories  and 
speculations  of  the  Father,  and  in  instituting  comparisons,  and 
estimating  the  progress  of  medicine  since  that  day,  this  work 
will  be  interesting,  There  being  so  much  doubt  and  obscurity 
on  the  subject  of  Hippocrates'  writings,  the  Sydenham  Society 
requested  Mr.  Adams  to  thoroughly  investigate  the  works  bear- 
ing his  name,  and  to  cull  out  of  them  those  that  are  known 
to  be  genuine,  and  to  furnish  a  translation.  Messrs.  Wood  & 
Co.  have  presented  here  the  first  volume  of  the  labors  of  the 
author;  and,  as  it  bears  the  seal  of  approval  of  the  Sydenham 
Society,  we  suppose  there  is  no  doubt  as  to  its  being  genuine. 
Every  student  of  medicine  should  be  familiar  with  the  doc. 
trines  of  the  great  Hippocrates. 


A  Manual  of  Practical  Therapeutics— considered  with  ref- 
erence to  articles  of  the  Materia  Medica.  By  Edward  J. 
Waring,  C.  I.  E.,  M.  [).,  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Physicians,  London;  Surgeon  Major  (Retired)  of  her  Ma- 
jesty's Indian  army.  Edited  by  Dudley  W.  Buxton,  M. 
D.,  B.  S.,  London,  member  R.  C.  of  Physicians,  etc. 
Fourth  edition.  Philadelphia:  P.  Blakiston,  Son  &  Co. 
1886.    Price—cloth,  $3;  sheep,  $3.50. 

The  first  edition  of  this  standard  work  was  issued  thirty-two 
years  ago,  since  which  time  therapeutics,  both  in  theory  and 
practice,  has  undergone  many  important  changes,  and  has  ad- 
vanced with  equal  pace  with  other  branches  of  medical  science. 
The  progress  has  been  set  forth  in  each  successive  edition  of 
the  work,  bringing  it  up  to  the  very  hour  of  going  to  press  on 
each  edition;  and  so  with  this,  the  fourth  volume;  it  embraces 
the  very  latest  discoveries  and  adopted  views  on  therapeutics. 
Hence  much  matter  contained  in  the  earlier  editions  has  been 
greatly  curtailed,  and  many  subjects  greatly  modified,  thus 
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making  room  for  the  more  important  new  remedies,  which  are 
fully  treated  of.  The  work  is  issued  in  the  usual  attractive 
style  of  the  Blakistons. 

A  Compend  of  Pharmacy.  By  F.  E.  Stewart,  M.  D.,  Ph.  G. 
Quiz  Master  in  chemistry  and  theoretical  pharmacy  in  the 
Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy  (Alumni  Quiz),  Lecturer 
on  and  Demonstrator  of  Pharmacy  in  the  Woman's  Medi- 
cal College  of  Pennsylvania,  member  of  the  American 
Pharmaceutical  Association,  etc.  Based  upon  Prof.  Joseph 
P.  Remington's  "  Text-book  of  Pharmacy."  Philadelphia: 
1886.  P.  Blakiston,  Son  &  Co.,  4012  Walnut  street-  Cloth: 
pp.  196. 

A  very  neatly  arranged  and  thorough  little  book,  designed  to 
aid  the  student  in  refreshing  his  memory  for  the  green  room. 
A  perusal  of  its  contents  will  well  repay  one — any  one — for 
the  trouble,  for  there  is  a  world  of  "  knowledge  " — in  a  very 
small  space.  (We  wonH  say  multum  in  parvo.)  It  is  useful  to 
druggists  also.  Gotten  up  in  exquisite  taste  and  style  by  the 
famous  publishers — the  Blakistons. 


Insanity  and  Its  Treatment.  Lectures  on  the  treatment, 
medical  and  legal;  of  insane  patients.  By  G.  Fielding 
Blandford,  M.  D.,  Oxon,  Fellow  Royal  College  of  Physi- 
cians, London,  etc  Third  edition,  together  with  Types  of 
Insanity,  an  illustrated  guide  in  the  physical  diagnosis  of 
mental  diseases,  by  Allan  NcLane  Hamilton,  M.  D.;  one  of 
the  consulting  physicians  to  the  Insane  Asylum  of  New 
York  city  and  the  Hudson  River  State  Hospital  for  the  In- 
sane, etc.    New  York:  Wm.  Wood  &  Co.  1886. 

This  is  the  February  number  of  Wood's  library  of  standard 
medical  authors,  uniform  in  maroon  cloth  and  gold  with 
the  series.  This  new  edition,  the  author  says,  has  been 
revised  by  the  light  of  experience,  which  has  enabled  him  "  to 
estimate  the  value  of  the  knowledge  we  possess,  to  test  our 
remedies  and  to  modify  our  treatment,"  in  the  therapeutics  of 
insanity;  and  that  the  discoveries  and  advances  in  the  physiol- 
ogy and  therapeutics  of  insanity  during  the  last  few  years  have 
not  been  of  so  great  importance  as  those  recorded  in  the  former 
editions. 
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Medical  and  Surgical  Directory  of  the  United  States. — 
The  indefatigable  publishing  house  of  R.  L.  Polk  &  Co.,  of 
Detroit,  have  at  last  finished  the  gigantic  task  of  enrolling  the 
physicians  and  surgeons  of  America,  and  have  given  to  the 
profession  and  the  public  one  of  the  most  valuable  aids  to  busi- 
ness of  nearly  every  kind,  that  can  be  imagined.  It  is  very 
complete,  and  contains  a  world  of  information,  useful  not  alone 
to  Doctors,  but  to  all  business  men.  It  is  a  catalogue  of  nearly 
80,000  practitioners  of  Medicine,  arranged  by  States  and  alpha- 
betically ;  giving  the  date  and  place  of  graduation  of  all  whose 
data  could  be  obtained,  (and  here  we  will  say  — the  means  em- 
ployed to  that  end  were  thorough  and  reliable  ;  experienced, 
intelligent  canvassers  were  sent  into  every  nook  and  corner, 
(for  Doctors  are  found  everywhere)  and  they  left  nothing  un- 
done, to  make  the  Directory  complete.)  The  ';kind  of 
Doctor  "  is  indicated  by  the  letter  R — for  Regular,  and  H  for 
Homoeopathic  (or  irregular — same  thing.)  The  post  office  ad- 
dress of  each  is  given,  the  population  of  the  town  or  city  ;  to- 
gether with  its  location,  geographically  ;  all  the  existing  and 
extinct  Medical  Colleges  in  the  United  States  and  Canada  are 
put  down,  with  their  officers,  number  of  professors,  lecturers, 
demonstrators,  etc.  together  with  all  the  various  Medical  organ- 
izations, from  the  International  Medical  Congress  and  the 
American  Medical  Association  down  to  the  smallest  cross  road 
Medical  Society,  and  even,  we  believe,  tkthe  "  Association  of 
so  called  American  Physicians--limited.  All  the  Hospitals, 
Sanitariums,  Asylums  and  other  Medical  Institutions  are  also 
put  down,  with  their  respective  governments.  The  Boards  of 
Health,  Town,  County  and  State,  and  even  the  National  ;  a 
synopsis  of  the  laws  of  registration  and  other  laws  relating  to 
the  profession  in  each  State,  with  the  names  of  the  proper  per- 
sons to  write  to  if  you  happen  to  have  any  business  in  that 
line;  or  want  to  know  what  little  Mesrss.  Polk  &  Co.  have  not 
told  you  about  anything  and  everything  that  concerns  a  doctor, 
in  any  State,  or  anywhere  ;  and  lastly,  the  names  of  all  the 
Medical  Journals  and  other  Medical  publications,  are  given, 
with  the  names  of  the  editors  and  publishers,  date  of  publica- 
tion, subscription  price  etc.  No,  not  last,  for  we  see  here  they 
go  on  and  tell  us  all  about  the  official  lists  of  officers  of  the 
Medical  departments  of  the  United  States  Army,  Navy,  and 
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Marine  Hospital  Service  and  Roster  of  examining  surgeons  of 
the  U.  S.  Pension  Department. 

We  thought  we  were  surely  done,  after  enumerating  all  the 
above  ;  but  we  find  the  half  has  not  been  told  of  this  wonder 
of  painstaking  compilation;  for — in  the  one  volume,  after  one 
gets  tired  of  lists  of  names,  etc.,  he  can  rest  his  eye  by  reading 
descriptive  sketches  of  each  State  and  Territory,  giving  loca- 
tion, boundary,  extent  of  area  (miles  and  acres),  latitude  and 
longitude,  statistics  relating  to  climate,  temperature,  rate  of 
mortality,  number  of  deaths  from  consumption,  etc.,  and  even 
the  names  and  location  of  all  the  best  known  mineral  springs 
and  wells. 

If  this  is  not  an  encyclopaedia  of  useful  knowldege,  it  would 
be  hard  to  get  up  one.  The  work  is  turned  out  in  a  substantial 
cloth  binding  and  red  edges  ;  is  gotten  up  in  good  style,  and  is 
sold  at  the  very  moderate  price  of  seven  dollars  a  volume.  We 
would  not  part  with  our  copy  for  seven  times  seven  dollars, 
unless  we  were  sure  of  being  able  to  replace  it. 

The  public  and  the  profession  owe  R.  L.  Polk  &  Co.  a  heavy 
debt  of  gratitude  for  this — the  most  useful  book  that  has  ap- 
peared in  many  years.  In  ordering  a  copy — which  we  advise 
you  to  do,  if  you  have  anything  to  say  to  physicians,  or  want 
to  know  anything  about  them,  or  where  they  live,  what  they 
do,  etc.,  mention  to  Polk  &  Co.,  that  you  heard  of  the  Directory 
through  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal — if  you  please. 


y^DVEFjisERs'  Notices. 


The  Hypodermic  Syrinoe  is,  to  the  modern  physician,  as 
indispensable  an  instrument  as  was  the  lancet  to  his  prede- 
cessors— half  a  century  ago.  As  an  agent  for  use  in  emergen- 
cies, however,  it  must  be  in  such  a  form  that  the  exact  dose  of 
the  medicine  required  can  be  ready  for  administration  at  a 
moment's  notice.  Physicians  all  know  how  vexatious  it  is  to 
have  the  syringe  out  of  order  at  a  time  when  it  is  urgently 
needed,  the  bother  of  mixing  the  dose,  ect. 
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Parke  Davis  &  Co.,  the  physician's  friends  and  coadjutors, 
appreciate  these  things,  as  they  do  all  the  needs  and  wants  of 
the  profession,  and  with  that  skill  and  watchful  interest  in  the 
physician's  welfare  which  has  ever  characterized  them,  this 
great  house  has  brought  out  a  system  of  hypodermic  medica- 
tion which  it  is  believed  will  solve  the  difficulty  and  render  the 
hypodermic  the  universal  method  of  administration.  They 
have  furnished  the  syringe,  too,  with  which  to  accomplish  the 
desired  end.  Their  Hypodermic  Tablets,  to  which  they  now 
call  attention,  are  exceedingly  soluble,  and  accurate,  and  will 
keep,  without  deterioration.  They  are  put  up  in  convenient 
shape,  together  with  the  syringe,  in  a  neat  silk-lined  case, 
which  can  be  carried  in  the  vest  pocket.  They  embrace  all  the 
remedies  usually  employed  hypodermically,  and  which  require 
accuracy  in  division,  and  are  put  up  in  such  doses  as  are  usu- 
ally required — the  minimum,  medium  and  maximum  ;  more- 
over, they  are  sold,  syringe  and  all,  at  a  price  which  will  con. 
vince  any  one  that  Parke  Davis  &  Co.  have  a  consideration  for 
the  doctor's  pocket  as  well  as  for  his  convenience  ;  and  that 
they  appreciate  the  scarcity  of  money  down  in  this  neck  of  the 
woods.  See  advertisement  on  fourth  cover  page — and  mention 
this  journal  when  ordering,  please.  P.  D.  &  Co.  will  always 
have  the  best  of  everything,  even  to  the  best  advertising  page. 


The  Medical  Profession  of  Alabama.  — It  is  gratifying  to 
note  the  advance  made  by  the  medical  profession  of  this  noble 
old  State  within  recent  years.  Organization  has  been  largely 
effected — and  largely  through  the  labors  of  that  excellent  Sani- 
tarian and  Physician  Dr.  Geo.  A.  Ketchnm  ;— and  to-day  the 
Alabama  State  Medical  Association  is  one  of  the  foremost  of 
the  many  State  associations  in  all. good  work.  They  have,  per- 
haps, the  best  organization  of  any  State — the  practice  of  medi- 
cine being  regulated  by  a  Board  appointed  by  the  State  Asso- 
ciation, which,  by  the  bye,  is  a  chartered  institution.  Recent- 
ly a  very  creditable  medical  journal  has  made  its  appearance 
from  Alabama,  as  the  exponent  of  Alabama  medicine  ;  and  the 
staunch  medical  school  down  by  the  sea — which  has  weathered 
the  storms  of  many  years — doing  good  work  all  the  while,  has 
taken  on  new  life  in  response  to  the  general  awakening  in  the 
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profession,  and  is  now  better  prepared  than  ever  to  impart  a 
thorough  medical  education;  Dr.  Geo.  A.  Ketchum  is  one  of  the 
teachers  and  is  also  Dean,— and  to  him  our  readers  are  respect- 
fully referred  for  catalogues  or  other  information  not  found  in 
the  whole  page  advertisement  in  this  issue.  One  thing — we 
can  assure  you  of  a  most  courteous  answer  to  all  enquiries. 
The  climate  of  Mobile,  its  soft  warm  sea-breezes — its  luscious 
fruits — beautiful  drives  and  refined  society  combine  to  make 
it  a  most  delightful  winter  resort.  We  imagine  it  would  be  a 
luxury  to  study  medicine  in  Mobile. — In  writing  to  Dr.  Geo.  A. 
Ketchum,  do  not  fail  to  mention  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Jour- 
nal. 


Medicine  Thoroughly  Taught. — It  is  well  known  that  the 
St.  Louis  Medical  College  has,  for  the  last  six  years,  de- 
manded three  courses  of  lectures  among  its  requirements  for 
graduation — a  graded  system,  whereby  larger  opportunities  and 
increased  facilities  are  given  for  the  acquisition  of  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  medicine  in  all  its  branches.  New  chairs  have 
been  created,  and  subjects  heretofore  treated  clinically  only, 
are  developed  didactically  in  the  measure  of  their  importance. 
The  curriculum  of  studies  has  been  extended,  and  all  branches 
of  medicine  are  thoroughly  taught  by  eminent  and  able  mas- 
ters, both  in  the  laboratory  and  the  lecture  rooms,  and  in  the 
numerous  and  extensive  clinics.  Moreover,  all  the  latest 
methods  of  diagnosis — all  the  recent  improvements  in  mechan- 
ical appliances,  all  the  latest  discoveries  known  to  the  profes- 
sion of  the  old  world  or  the  new,  are  immediately  availed  of 
and  utilized  here,  to  the  students'  advantage;  and  a  young  man, 
leaving  those  classic  halls,  with  the  seal  of  the  college  to  his 
diploma,  can  feel  secure  of  a  position  in  the  front  rank  of  med- 
icine anywhere.  The  forty-fifth  regular  course  of  lectures  be- 
gins in  September.  Dr.  E.  H.  Gregory,  the  President  of  the 
American  Medical  Association,  is  Professor  of  Surgery,  and 
the  genial  Alleyne,  who  will  take  pleasure  in  giving  you  infor- 
mation, is  the  Dean  of  the  college.  St.  Louis  is  within  forty- 
six  hours  of  Austin,  and  is  a  most  attractive  city  in  which  to 
spend  a  winter.    Mention  this  journal. 
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♦GUNSHOT  FRACTURES  OF  THE  SPINAL  COLUMN,  WITH  THE  REPORT 

OF  THREE  CASES. 

By  W.J.  Burt,  M.  D.y  Austin,  Texas. 
[For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal.] 

f  \  UNSHOT  fractures  of  the  vertebra?  are  usually  comminuted 
VJT  and  compound  injuries.  They  are  frequently,  also,  com- 
plicated with  grave  lesions  of  the  abdominal  and  thoracic  viscera, 
or  of  the  great  vessels  of  the  neck,  and  prove  immediately  fatal  be- 
fore there  is  opportunity  for  observation  or  treatment. 

For  descriptive  purposes  these  fractures  may  be  divided  into  two 
classes,  viz:  those  restricted  to  the  apophyses  and  those  involving 
the  bodies  of  the  vertebrae.    In  either  class  the  spinal  cord  may,  or 

*This  article  was  in  competition  for  the  prize  offered  by  the  T.  S.  M.  A. 
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may  not  be  injured.  Injuries  to  the  cord,  from  either  the  missile 
or  fragments  of  bone,  are  essentially  contused  and  lacerated  in  their 
nature.  Fractures  of  the  vertebrae — body  or  apophyses — are  al- 
ways of  a  serious  nature,  and  prove  fatal  in  a  large  per  cent  of 
cases,  either  from  the  primary  injuries,  or  from  secondary  lesions. 

While  it  is  true,  in  at  least  fifty  per  cent  of  the  cases,  that  the 
damage  to  the  vertebrae  and  cord  is  beyond  the  help  of  the  surgeon, 
yet  there  are  cases  of  fractures  of  the  processes  or  laminae,  or  even 
the  pedicles,  with  or  without  compression  of  the  cord,  that  may  be 
relieved  by  prompt  surgical  attention. 

The  desire  of  the  writer  is  to  collate  some  facts  and  statistics  in 
the  history  of  this  class  of  fractures,  and  to  suggest  a  treatment  for 
some  of  them,  that  will,  it  is  believed,  encourage  surgeons  to  treat 
more  actively  and  promptly,  according  to  clear  and  accepted  surgi- 
cal principles,  what  some  authors  mention,  mildly,  as  a  possible 
treatment. 

HISTORY. 

In  the  history  of  the  British  army  in  the  Crimea,  thirty-three 
cases  of  gun  shot  fracture  of  the  vertebrae  are  reported  among  the 
British  soldiers.  Twenty-nine  cases,  or  ninety  per  cent,  proved 
fatal.  The  four  cases  of  recovery — two  officers  and  two  men — were 
"mere  fractures  of  the  processes  of  the  cervical  vertebrae." 

In  the  French  army  in  the  Crimea,  there  were  reported  one  hun- 
dred and  ninety-four  cases  of  these  fractures,  with  181,  or  93  per 
cent  of  deaths. 

In  the  war  between  Prussia  and  Hanover,  in  1866,  the  mortality, 
in  these  injuries,  was  75  per  cent. 

But  the  most  reliable  and  interesting  statistical  history  of  these 
fractures  is  furnished  by  Drs.  Barnes  &  Otis,  in  The  Medical  and 
Surgical  History  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion. 

In  Circular  No.  6,  S.  G.  O.,  1865,  it  is  reported  that  of  187  re- 
corded cases,  180,  or  95  per  cent,  proved  fatal.  Of  the  7  cases 
which  did  not  die  from  the  injuries,  according  to  the  circular,  "  6 
were  fractures  of  the  apophyses  only."  One  was  a  fracture  of  the 
body  of  the  third  cervical  vertebra. 

Drs.  Barnes  &  Otis  have  tabulated  several  hundred  cases,  which 
are  here  presented  : 
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TABLE  NO.  I. 

Report  of  642  Cases  of  Gun  Shot  Fraclure  of  the  Vertebra — Mili- 
tary Surgery. 

>—  .  *»  «d  3  s^.  ~  a  JS* 

o  «o  .  s  53  -  o  cj 

Region.                             .  "  S  u  r"1  r°  —  n  5  U  es 

O  g  —  ^  -  .  —  •_  £ 

Cervical                                          91  63  19       81  70 

Dorsal  131  87  32      18  63.5 

Lumbar  149  66  51      28      4  45.5 

Cervico-Dorsal                                  2  1  1      ....  50 

Dorso-Lumbar                                   3  3    100 

Not  stated  260  129  72      50     9  51.4 

Total   642    349    175    104    14  55.5 

Prof.  John  A.  Liddell  says,  "  doubtless  these  279  cases,  marked 
'discharged  and  returned  to  duty,'  were  mere  fractures  of  the  trans- 
verse or  spinous  processes." 

For  the  purpose  of  comparison,  the  following  table,  as  compiled 
by  Dr.  Otis  in  1867,  is  presented.  These  cases,  or  nearly  all  of 
them,  are  from  the  records  of  civil  surgery: 

TABLE  NO.  2. 

Report  of  394  Cases  of  Gun  Shot  Fractures  of  the   Vertebra — Civil 

Surgery. 

Region.  i     "3      ~Z  t       a  ^3 

U     &       £&      I  £| 

Cervical  212  164  10  38  77.3 

Dorsal  130  82  20  28  63.1 

Lumbar                                                    57  34  8  15  59.7 

Not  stated                                               19  5  6  8  26.3 

Total  418  285      44     89  68.2 

In  24  of  the  above  cases  the  cervico-dorsal,  or  dorso-lumbar  ver- 
tebrae, were  fractured,  and  are  accredited,  in  the  table,  to  both 
regions;  hence  the  cases  aggregate  418  instead  of  394  cases. 

Table  No.  1,  of  642  cases,  in  military  surgery,  gives  an  average 
mortality,  where  the  region  was  noted,  of  60  per  cent;  Table  No.  2, 
in  civil  surgery,  of  393  cases,  where  the  region  was  noted,  a  mor- 
tality of  70  per  cent.    According  to  the  first  table,  we  find  that  the 
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lumbar  vertebrae  are  more  frequently  fractured,  next  the  dorsal,  and 
last  in  point  of  frequency  the  cervical.  While  according  to  the 
second  table — civil  cases — the  frequency  of  the  injuries  to  the  dif- 
ferent regions  is  reversed.  The  cervical  first,  the  dorsal  next,  and 
lumbar  last.  Or,  to  state  it  differently — in  military  surgery  25  per 
cent  of  fractures  were  cervical,  35  per  cent  dorsal,  and  40  per  cent 
lumbar;  while  in  civil  surgery  53  per  cent  were  cervical,  32  per  cent 
dorsal,  and  15  per  cent  lumbar. 

Drs.  Barnes  &  Otis  sum  up  their  observations  of  reported  cases 
as  follows,  viz: 

"  Cases  of  gun  shot  injuries  to  the  vertebrae  were  commonly  fatal; 
a  few  cases,  where  the  apophyses  only  were  injured,  and  fewer  still 
where  the  bodies  were  fractured,  made  partial  recoveries." 

Of  the  5  cases  of  partial  recoveries  reported  by  them,  of  frac- 
tures of  the  cervical  vertebrae,  in  three  of  them  it  was  definitely 
known  that  the  spinous  processes,  only,  were  injured;  in  one  case,  a 
transverse  process;  and  in  one  very  remarkable  case,  the  body  of 
the  third  cervical  was  fractured.  I  give  a  brief  report  of  the  case 
as  it  is  presented,  officially,  in  a  recent  work  on  surgery. 

July  2,  at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  a  soldier  was  wounded  by  a 
conical  ball,  which  passed  through  the  upper  lip,  below  the  soft 
palate,  and  penetrating  the  posterior  pharynx,  lodged  in  the  body 
of  the  third  cervical  vertebra,  resulting  in  paralysis  of  the  upper 
and  lower  extremities.  Thirty-six  days  afterwards  the  ball  was  re- 
moved and  the  paralysis  gradually  disappeared.  Eight  months 
from  the  date  of  the  injury,  Dr.  W.  W.  Keen,  jr.,  at  Turner's  Lane 
hospital,  Md.,  uses  the  following  language  about  him  :  "Nearly  the 
entire  body  of  the  third  cervical  vertebra  has  come  away,  includ- 
ing the  anterior  half  of  the  transverse  process,  and  the  vertebral 
foramen." 

Now  what  the  doctor  means  by  the  "anterior  half  of  the  trans- 
verse process  coming  away"  I  cannot  comprehend  ;  and  when  he 
states  that  the  "vertebral  foramen"  came  away,  my  credulity  is 
overtaxed.  If,  for  instance,  the  doctor  had  reference  to  the  "for- 
amen" for  the  vertebral  artery  "coming  away,"  he  should  have  in- 
formed us  of  the  behavior  of  the  artery.  If,  however,  he  had  re- 
ference to  the  "foramen"  for  the  spinal  cord  "coming  away,"  his 
indifference  to  the  cord,  in  its  new  surroundings,  will  always  bring 
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upon  him  the  criticism  of  every  true  investigator  in  this  depart- 
ment of  surgery. 

As  curiosities  in  surgical  literature  and  to,  show  the  tenacity  of 
life  when  the  spinal  cord  and  colum  are  greatly  mutilated,  I  here 
present,  in  synopsis,  a  few  cases  that  occurred  and  were  officially 
reported  during  the  recent  war  in  the  United  States  : 

Case  i — Chas.  S.,  87th  Pennsylvania,  was  wounded  July  9,  1864, 
and  died  October  13,  1864.  At  the  autopsy  the  ball  was  found 
lodged  in  the  spinal  canal  of  the  10th  dorsal  vertebra,  and  yet  the 
man  lived  96  days. 

Case  2 — T.  K.,  6th  United  States  cavalry,  was  wounded  by  a  36- 
calibre  pistol  ball  March  26,  1866,  and  died  63  days  after- 
wards. The  ball  had  penetrated  the  3rd  lumbar  vertebra,  entered 
the  canal  and  lodged  in  the  canal  of  the  4th  lumbar. 

Case  3 — Michael  X.,  13th  New  York,  was  wounded  June  27,  1862, 
and  died  December  27,  1862.  He  lived  7  months  with  the  ball 
lodged  in  the  spinal  canal  of  the  5th  lumbar  vertebra.  There  was 
no  paralysis  and  but  little  inconvenience  from  the  ball  for  3  months 
and  20  days. 

Case  4 — C.  S.,  wounded  July  9,  1864,  by  a  musket  ball,  which 
was  found  to  have  entered  the  spinal  canal  of  the  8th  dorsal  verte- 
bra and  passed  up  through  7th,  6th  and  into  the  5th  dorsal,  destroy- 
ing the  cord  and  meninges,  and  the  man  lived  3  months  and  4  days. 

Case  5 — A.  McLain,  shot  by  a  canoidal  pistol  ball  May  11,  1863. 
The  ball  entered  the  spinal  canal  cf  the  8th  dorsal  and  passed  up 
the  canal  and  lodged  in  the  canal  of  the  1st  cervical.  According 
to  this  history  the  ball  traversed  the  spinal  canal  of  16  vertebrae 
and  destroyed,  or  seriously  damaged  the  cord  and  meninges,  and 
yet  the  man  lived  8  days. 

I  now  call  attention  to  three  cases  of  G.  S.  fracture  of  the  spinal 
column,  which  have  recently  been  observed  in  this  city  by  the 
writer. 

Alice  Davis,  colored,  aged  26,  was  wounded  by  a  45-calibre  pis- 
tol ball  October  28,  1885.  The  ball  entered  her  body,  while  stand- 
ing, three  inches  to  the  right  of  the  spinal  column,  and  opposite 
the  8th  dorsal  vertebra  ;  it  passed  toward  the  8th  dorsal  and  through 
the  laminae  and  base  of  the  spinous  process  of  that  bone,  and  entering 
the  abdominal  cavity,  lodged  between  the  8th  and  9th  ribs  of  the 
left  side,  from  which  point  it  was  removed.    The  women  fell  to  the 
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floor,  completely  paralyzed  in  her  lower  extremities,  having  neither 
sensation  nor  motion  in  either  leg,  the  paralysis  showing  that  the 
functions  of  the  white  substance  of  the  posterior  columns  and  the 
gray  central  matter  of  the  cord  were  arrested  or  destroyed.  Com- 
plaint was  made  of  sharp  pains  in  the  track  of  the  ball  and  a  ting- 
ling sensation  in  the  upper  extremities.  Retention  of  urine  and 
fceces  for  six  days.  After  which  the  discharges  were  involuntary. 
On  November  2,  five  days  after  the  injury,  a  large  gangrenous 
slough  appeared  over  the  sacro-lumbar  region,  about  6x5  inches  in 
extent.  Several  smaller  ones  showed  themselves  about  the  same 
time  over  the  heels,  instep  and  gastrocnemii.  There  were  neither 
pain  nor  discomfort  in  these  sloughing  surfaces.  They  could  not 
have  resulted  from  pressure  alone.  Some  other  element  as  a  potent 
factor  must  have  existed.  A  reasonable  explanation  is  that  from 
some  inhibitory  influence,  there  was  persistent  contraction  of  the 
blood  vessels  supplying  the  parts,  and  by  these  means,  cutting  off 
the  nutrition,  which,  necessarily,  resulted  in  sphacelus.  Another 
point,  confirmatory  of  the  position,  lies  in  the  fact  of  the  low  vital- 
ity of  the  ulcerated  or  raw  surfaces  ;  for  there  was  neither  pains, 
sensation,  nor  any  disposition  to  granulation  in  these  surfaces  and 
almost  no  blood  flowed  from  handling  them.  A  high  septicsemic 
fever  of  104  to  105  0  ,  with  delirium,  and  great  prostration  devel- 
oped on  the  7th  day  of  the  injury  and  continued,  with  occasional 
remissions,  during  life.  On  the  nth  of  November  paralysis  of  the 
upper  extremities,  and  a  comatose  condition,  were  observed,  and 
they  continued  until  death  on  the  16th  of  November,  being  19  days 
from  the  date  of  injury. 

Autopsy. — The  bullet  had  passed  through  the  laminae  and  base 
of  the  spinous  process  of  the  8th  dorsal,  forcing  spiculae  of  bone 
against  the  meninges  and  cord,  lacerating  the  former,  and  contract- 
ing the  canal  to  about  half  its  normal  size. 

Several  clots  of  blood  were  within  the  canal,  external  to  the 
theca.  Osteo-myelitis  of  the  7th  and  8th  Dorsal,  with  partial  destruc- 
tive degeneration  of  the  intervertebral  substance  was  noted.  The 
dura  mater  was  highly  inflamed,  and  adhered .  in  several  places  to 
the  cord  and  walls  of  the  canal.  On  making  a  vertical  section  of 
the  cord  in  these  bones,  the  gray  matter  was  found  softened,  and  the 
incised  surfaces  of  the  cord  had  a  worm-eaten  appearance  for 
about  3  inches  in  length.    The  nerves  originating  in  this  part  of 
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the  cord,  on  being  opened  longitudinally,  showed  evidences  of  in- 
flammation, and  in  their  center,  in  a  small  degree,  there  was  this 
characteristic  softened  and  worm-eaten  appearance,  and  in  places, 
a  slight  tinge  of  red  was  observed. 

CASE  NO.  II. 

Nathan  Elgin,  colored,  aged  28,  wounded  by  a  45  calibre  pistol 
ball  February  8th,  1886,  at  10  p.  m.  The  ball  entered  the  left  side 
or  back  about  3^  inches  from  the  spinal  column,  and  4  inches 
above  the  crest  of  the  left  Ilium,  and  passed  towards  the  first 


lumbar  vertebra.  Paralysis  of  the  lower  limbs  came  on  at  once, 
with  retention  of  urine  and  foeces.  He  complained  of  much  pain 
in  the  lumbar  region,  and  was  entirely  rational.  Drs.  Graves  and 
Cummings  slightly  enlarged  the  orifice  of  entrance  and  ascertained 
the  ball  had  entered  the  spinal  column,  and  could  not  be  found. 
They  gave  an  unfavorable  diagnosis,  which  was  not  satisfactory  to 
the  friends  of  the  wounded  man,  and  two  homoeopathic  physicians 
were  called  to  take  charge  of  the  case. 

At  9  a.  m.  February  10th,  35  hours  after  the  injury  was  received 
Elgin's  condition  was  unchanged.  He  was  quiet,  rational,  with  no 
fever,  and  but  little  suffering. 
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The  writer  was  informed  that  the  homoeopathic  attendants  cut 
down  upon  the  rib  at  the  orifice  of  entrance  and  removed  a  piece  of 
bone.  The  patient  never  rallied  and  only  spoke'one  time  after  this  oper- 
ation, and  died  at  n  p.  M.  There  is  no  doubt  but  his  death  was 
hastened  by  this  surgical  interference.  The  depressing  effects  of 
he  anaesthetic,  and  loss  of  blood,  and  the  shock  of  the  operation 
were  potent  factors  in  terminating  life  so  quickly.  The  heart's  ac- 
tion was  not  disturbed  until  the  heroic  effort  to  remove  a  few  inches 
of  costal  bone  had  been  planned  and  executed. 


AillOp^y,  l      huui.)  all^i   tlCiiUl.      i'cii'ia    Oi     I  lie    Sllia.il    uuivcia,  aiiU 

the  descending  colon  were  congested  and  inflamed.  The  left  renal 
vein  and  the  ascending  vena  cava  were  filled  with  clotted  blood. 
The  left  psoas  muscles  were  much  swollen  and  congested,  as  was  the 
peritoneum  in  the  vicinity.  The  left  kidney  was  swollen,  engorged 
and  softened,  as  was  also  the  right  one,  but  less  so.  The  ball  had 
passed  in  the  rear  of  the  psoas  muscles,  left  kidney  and  peritoneum, 
and  declining  slightly  downwards,  had  entered  the  inter-vertebral 
foramen,  between  the  last  dorsal  and  first  lumbar  vertebrae,  and 
passed  into  the  canal,  and  lodged  in  it,  partly  in  the  first,  and  partly 
in  the  second  lumbar,  fracturing  the  pedicles,  and  articulating 
surfaces  of  both  bones.  The  cord  and  meninges  in  the  track  of  the 
ball  were  almost  totally  destroyed.    The  bullet,  in  its  passage  re- 
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versed  ends,  and  was  found  with  the  conical  end  pointing  towards 
the  channel  of  entrance. 

CASE  NO.  III. 

Sam.  Pearson,  colored,  aged  27,  was  wounded  November  25, 
1885,  by  a  38  calibre  pistol  ball.  The  ball  entered  about  4  inches 
to  the  right  of  the  seventh   dorsal  vertebra   and  passed  directly 


towards  the  spinal  column,  producing  paralysis  of  the  lower 
limbs,  abdominal  muscles  and  pelvic  viscera.  There  was  retention 
of  urine  and  feces  for  about  2  weeks,  and  after  that  time,  the  dis- 
charges were  involuntary,  the  urine  continuously  dribbling  away. 
On  November  28,  a  second  examination  was  made,  under  the  in- 
fluence of  chloroform  and  a  free  incision  about  3  inches  in  length 
was  made  by  Dr.  Swearingen  along  the  right  side  of  the  spinous 
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processes  of  the  7th,  8th  and  9th  dorsal  vertebrae,  and  the  incision 
connected  with  the  track  of  the  ball.  The  location  of  the  ball  was 
not  ascertained.  A  perforated  rubber  tube  was  carried  along 
the  track  and  incision,  and  retained  for  drainage  and  for  mercuric 
bichloride  washes.  The  wound  healed  nicely  and  rapidly.  On 
the  8th  of  December  a  large  slough  occurred  over  the  sacrum,  the 
left  trochanter  major  and  head  of  the  left  femur,  involving  the  cap- 
sule, allowing  the  head  to  be  disarticulated  when  the  limb  was 
moved.  Septicemic  fever,  about  the  same  time,  developed  and  contin- 
ued, with  more  or  less  intermission  and  remissions,  through  the  case. 
Other  sloughs  of  various  sizes,  on  other  parts,  developed  from  time 
to  time,  and  with  no  kind  of  treatment  would  they  granulate  or  show 
any  disposition  to  resolution.  January  12th, — 48  days  from  injury, 
jerkings  and  twitchings  of  lower  limbs  and  abdominal  muscles  be- 
came very  annoying.  They  came  in  paroxysms — 3  or  4  times  a 
day — with  distressing  nausea.  As  time  progressed,  the  jerkings  be- 
came violent  and  would  flex  the  limbs  at  right  angles,  but  were 
usually  controlled  with  opiates.  There  has  been  a  slow,  but  pro- 
gressive emaciation  throughout  the  case. 

Notwithstanding  complete  paralysis  of  motion  a*nd  sensation  in 
the  lower  limbs,  occasional  paroxysms  of  muscular  spasms  occurred, 
that  would  completely  flex  the  lower  limbs,  producing  intense 
nausea,  and  great  prostration.  The  intellect  remained  clear,  through- 
out the  case,  except  a  few  times  while  a  high  fever  prevailed.  Gas- 
tric digestion  was  good,  and  a  genuine  relish  for  nourishment,  and 
enjoyment  of  food  were  very  noted.  But  the  assimilative  organs 
were  not  competent  to  appropriate  this  digested  food  into  blood, 
hence  the  progressive  emaciation.  He  was  really  "skin  and  bones 
and  ligaments  "  when  death  closed  the  scene.  He  died  quietly  154 
days  after  receiving  the  wound. 

An  autopsy  was  held.  The  pistol  ball  entered  the  ninth  dorsal 
vertebra  at  the  base  of  the  right  transverse  process,  and  passed  a 
little  downward,  and  lodged  in  the  spinal  canal  in  that  bone,  com- 
pletely imbedding  itself  in  the  meninges  and  spinal  cord.  There 
were  also  small  spicule  of  bone  penetrating  into  the  cord  around 
the  ball.  The  meninges  were  thickened,  and  bore  evidences  of  in- 
flammatory deposits. 

The  cord  itself  was  softened,  but  partly  intact  in  this  locality. 
With  this  amount  of  damage  to  the  cord  and  meninges,  and  the  ball 
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and  spiculae  of  bone  producing  constant  pressure  and  irritation,  re- 
sulting in  softening  of  the  cord,  and  producing  in  it  inability  to 
transmit  sensory  cr  motor  impressions,  it  is  very  remarkable  that 
such  a  case  should  live  154  days. 

In  these  three  cases  reported,  the  damage  to  the  spinal  column, 
cord  and  meninges,  was  so  great,  that  no  treatment  or  operation 
could  have  relieved  them. 

DIAGNOSTIC  SYMPTOMS. 

These  fractures  being  compound  in  their  nature,  can  usually  be 
diagnosed  by  exploring  the  wound  with  the  finger,  or  a  suitable 
probe.  Simple  fractures  of  the  spinous  processes  or  laminae  may 
generally  be  recognised  by  pain,  and  tenderness  under  pressure,  and 
by  increased  mobility  and  crepitation  when  the  processes  are 
moved.  Fractures  of  the  pedicles  and  bodies  of  the  vertebrae  are 
more  obscure  and  almost  always  involve  the  cord,  when  paralysis 
of  the  limbs  and  sphincters  follows;  also  priapism,  and  afterwards 
neuropathic  sloughs.  These  symptoms  may  arise  from  concussion 
as  well  as  compression.  Whatever  arrests  the  transmission  of  sen- 
sory impressions  through  the  gray  matter  of  the  cord,  or  of  motor 
impressions,  through  the  posterior  white  columns,  may  produce 
paralysis.  If  the  paralysis  occurs  immediately  after  the  injury,  the 
cause  will  generally  be  concussion,  compression,  or  partial,  or  en- 
tire destruction  of  the  continuity  of  the  cord. 

If  the  paralysis  comes  on  some  hours  afterwards,  it  is  generally 
due  to  extravasated  blood  within  the  "theca-vertebralis  when 
paralysis  comes  on  at  a  later  period,  it  is  often  caused  by  menin- 
gitis or  myelitis.  By  these  symptoms  a  diagnosis  can  generally  be 
made  in  reference  to  a  fracture,  and  to  the  extent  of  the  damage. 

But  I  call  attention  to  another,  and  so  far  as  I  know,  a  new  means 
or  method,  that  can  be  practiced,  to  clear  up  some  obscure  cases  of 
injury  to  the  bodies  of  the  vertebrae.  I  mean  an  examination  after 
"Simon's  method"  of  rectal  exploration,  that  I  now  call  the  "intra- 
abdominal explorations  per  rectum,"  which,  as  is  readily  seen,  is 
an  extending  of  the  "Simon  method"  to  an  exploration  of  the  ab- 
domen, and  a  digital  examination  of  the  anterior  portion  of  the 
bodies  of  the  lower  vertebrae.  This  method  of  examination  is  to 
be  accomplished  as  follows : 

Anaesthetize  the  patient,  paralyse  the  sphincters,  and  gently  intro- 
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duce  the  fingers  and  hand  into  the  rectum  and  push  its  folds,  and 
those  of  the  lower  portion  of  the  colon  upward,  as  you  would  push 
the  finger  of  a  glove  into  the  body  of  the  glove  by  pressure  upon 
its  tip.  The  fingers  are  then  sufficiently  free  to  examine  the  bodies 
of  the  lower  vertebrae,  and  if  they  are  fractured,  the  injury  may  be 
discovered.  This  method  of  examining  the  bodies  of  the  lower 
portion  of  the  spinal  column  I  claim  as  a  new  departure,  or  rather 
a  suggestion,  that  so  far  as  I  know,  has  never  been  made.  Dr.  B. 
E.  Hadra,  of  Austin,  informs  me  that  the  idea  of  exploring  the  ab- 
dominal cavity  in  this  way  for  the  purpose  of  examining  the  organs 
of  the  abdomen,  has  been  in  his  mind  for  some  time;  and  he  fur- 
ther states,  that  he  has  made  the  examination  in  the  "living  sub- 
ject." The  exploration  is  not  as  difficult  as  would  at  first  thought 
appear,  and  can  be  made  with  no  reasonable  expectation  of  serious 
results  following  it.  I  present  this  as  a  new  method  of  diagnosis 
in  fractures  of  the  bodies  of  the  lower  portion  of  the  spinal  column, 
and  take  the  position  that  if  the  method  is  put  to  its  full  practical 
and  clinical  test,  a  differential  diagnosis  of  injuries  and  dis- 
ease of  the  vertebral  organs  of  the  abdomen  may  be  made  with  as 
m  ich  ease  and  certainty  as  we  now  explore  and  examine  the  organs 
of  the  pelvis.  By  way  of  parenthesis,  I  will  suggest,  that  by  this 
method  of  exploration  a  large  field  is  opened  for  investigation. 
This  method  will  give  us  an  almost  certain  diagnosis  in  supposed 
extra-uterine  pregnancy.  Also  in  tumors  of  the  abdominal  cavity, 
involving  the  kidneys,  liver,  spleen  and  other  organs.  And  just 
what  possibilities  there  are  in  store,  from  a  diagnostic  standpoint, 
by  this  method  of  recto-abdominal  exploration,  the  future  alone 
can  solve. 

TREATMENT. 

The  two  pressing  indications  to  meet  in  gun  shot  fractures  of  the 
vertebrae  are,  to  extract  any  foreign  bodies,  and  remove  any  spicule 
of  bone  that  can  be  found,  and  place  the  body  as  nearly  at  rest  as 
can  be  done,  observing  cleanliness  and  antiseptic  precautions.  The 
use  of  opiates,  if  there  is  much  suffering,  and  cool  compresses,  wet 
with  an  antiseptic  fluid,  or,  if  preferred,  dry  antiseptic  treatment 
with  iodoform,  may  be  required,  with  attention  to  the  bladder  and 
bowels.  The  two  points,  however,  to  which  I  desire  to  call  atten- 
tion in  treatment,  are  the  following,  viz:  Incision,  in  certain  cases, 
near  to  the  spinous  processes,  and  in  certain  other  cases,  to  trephin- 
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ing,  and  removing  the  cause  of  compression.  In  reference  to  the 
first,  I  will  say,  that  if  the  wound  of  entrance  is  three  or  more  inches 
from  the  spinal  column,  and  an  examination  discovers  a  fiactured 
vertebra,  the  proper  surgical  treatment  is  to  make  a  free  incision  on 
one,  or  even  both,  sides  of  the  spinous  process  supposed  to  be  dam- 
aged, and  connect  it  with  the  track  of  the  ball.  The  reasons  for 
this  incision  are  very  apparent  to  any  thoughtful  surgeon. 

1.  That  a  more  careful  examination  may  be  made  of  the  injuries 
received. 

2.  That  foreign  bodies,  and  fragments  of  bone  can  be  more 
easily  found,  and  readily  removed. 

3.  That  more  complete  drainage  of  the  parts  injured  can  be  ac- 
complished, antiseptic  washes  better,  and  more  easily,  used,  collec- 
tions of  pus  avoided,  and  osteo-myelitis  prevented. 

With  all  these  advantages,  resulting,  more  or  less,  from  the  incis- 
ion mentioned,  a  neglect  to  perform  it  lays  the  surgeon  subject  to 
criticism.  The  history  of  many  cases  reported,  in  both  civil  and 
military  surgery,  where  inflammatory  deposits,  accumulations  of 
pus,  and  necrosed  bones,  have  been  secondary  causes  of  death,  are 
potent  reasons  for  free  openings  and  thorough  drainage.  Take  an 
instance  where  a  ball  enters  six  inches  from  the  spinal  column,  and 
passes  into,  or  through,  some  part  of  it,  leaving  a  track  of  six  inches, 
through  tough  fascia,  and  muscles  of  the  back.  Any  advice  to  wash 
this  tortuous  track  antiseptically,  would  be  a  play  upon  the  credulity 
of  a  mere  tyro  in  surgery. 

The  importance  of  these  incisions  I  desire  to  impress  with  all 
the.  force  and  persuasion  language  can  convey.  For,  if  the  surgeon 
fails  to  perform  this  primary  operation,  and  allows  the  secondary 
lesions  to  arise,  mentioned  above,  in  his  patient,  and  become  fac- 
tors in  producing  his  death,  he  will  not,  and  cannot,  stand  blame- 
less before  just  criticism. 

TREPHINING  THE  SPINAL  COLUMN. 

The  operation  of  excising  and  removing  parts  of  a  vertebra  by 
trephine,  saw,  or  chisel  and  mallet,  has  been  mentioned  since  the 
days  of  Paulus  /Egineta,  and  advocated  since  the  time  of  Pare  as  a 
theoretical  possibility. 

Occasionally,  through  the  generations,  a  vigorous  flash  of  original- 
ity lights  up  the  annals  of  surgery,  and  projects  its  rays  far  in  ad- 
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vance  of  what  is  denominated  conservatism;  and  laparotomy,  ooph- 
orectomy, enterorrhaphy  and  such  like  measures,  become  fixed 
operations  in  surgery.  It  was  the  intensity  of  thought,  the  burning 
thirst  for  excellence,  and  the  combination  of  peculiar  attributes, 
that  made  such  men  as  Watt,  and  Davy  and  Faraday  potential  fac- 
tors in  science  ;  and  their  discoveries  brought  wealth  and  knowl- 
edge to  the  nations.  It  was  when  surgeons  and  the  whole  surgical 
literature,  condemned  excision  of  the  knee  point,  that  Henry 
Park,  of  Edinburgh,  rose  majestically  above  theory,  and  resected 
the  knee  joint  of  a  man,  and  saved  his  leg  and  foot;  which  oper- 
ation is  to-day,  a  brilliant  memorial  of  that  surgeon. 

In  1814,  with  all  precedents  against  the  operation,  the  cele- 
brated Henry  Cline  removed  by  saw,  trephine  and  chisel  the 
arches  of  the  nth  dorsal  vertebra  which  were  pressing  upon 
the  cord  and  producing  paralysis.  The  man  lived  17  days.  The 
necropsy  showed  fracture  of  the  12th  dorsal,  dislocation  forward 
of  the  nth  dorsal,  and  laceration  of  the  cord  and  membranes.  If  the 
cord  had  not  been  so  seriously  damaged,  the  operation,  remov- 
ing the  compression,  might  have  saved  the  life  of  the  patient. 

John  Rhea  Barton  was  probably  the  first  American  surgeon  to  at- 
tempt the  operation.  Prof.  Liddell  says  he  "has  failed  to  find  one 
completely  successful  case  on  record."  Malgaigne  calls  the  oper- 
ation a  "desperate  and  blind  one."  Prof.  Miller,  of  Edinburgh, 
says,  "  The  trephine  is  not  to  be  thought  of."  Prof.  Erichsen,  and 
many  other  writers,  .either  condemn  or  remain  neutral  in  reference 
to  trephining.  This  of  course  has  reference  to  trephining  the  ver- 
tebrae, when  there  is  bony  pressure  upon  the  cord,  and  has  no  ref- 
erence, whatever,  to  removing  loose  or  detached  pieces  of  bone. 

M.  Louis  in  1762  was  reported  to  have  resected  a  vertebra,  but  a 
careful  examination  of  the  report  of  the  case  shows  it  was  simply 
removing  loose  fragments  of  bone  five  days  after  the  injury.  Dr. 
Stephen  Smith,  at  Bellevue  hospital,  New  York,  resected  the  lam- 
inae of  the  10th  dorsal  vertebra,  which  was  pressing  upon  the  cord. 
He  removed  that  part  of  the  bone  and  relieved  the  compression, 
also  about  four  ounces  of  dark  colored  blood  escaped  from  the 
spinal  canal.  He  found  the  meninges  and  cord  badly  injured,  and 
the  results  bad,  for  the  paralysis  steadily  crept  upward,  and  finally 
caused  death  by  asphyxia.  {New  York  Jow'nal  of  Medicine,  1859? 
pages  87  to  88.) 
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Dr.  Ashhurst  has  tabulated  43  cases,  where  the  vertebrae  have 
been  trephined,  or  resected  with  the  following  results  : 

31  cases,  or  72  per  cent.,  died.  4  cases  not  benefitted.  4  cases 
were  relieved.    4  cases  results  not  known. 

Of  the  31  cases  marked  "died,"  it  is  no  where  asserted  in  the  re- 
ports, that  any  of  them  would  have  lived  if  the  operation  had  not 
been  performed.  It  is  stated,  4  cases,  or  9  per  cent,  were  relieved. 
Then  we  argue  that  the  operations  were  justifiable.  No  one  was 
killed  or  seriously  damaged  by  the  trephining,  and  9  per  cent,  of 
all  cases  were  relieved.  Let  us  compare  results  of  resections  and 
excisions  in  other  major  operations,  and  note  the  per  cent,  of  recov- 
eries. Take  G.  S.  wound  of  the  hip  joint.  Drs.  Otis  and  Hun- 
tington report  43  cases  of  primary,  and  60  cases  of  intermediate  ex- 
cision, with  93  cases,  or  95  per  cent,  of  deaths;  recoveries  5  cases 
or  5  perct.  Or  to  take  the  total  number  of  primary,  intermediate  and 
secondary  excisions;  we  have  171  cases,  with  145,  or  86.5  per  cent, 
of  deaths,  and  13.5  per  cent,  of  recoveries,  or  did  not  die.  It  must 
be  noted  that  these  recoveries  stand  over  against  the  deaths  and  do 
not  mean  that  they  recovered  in  the  sense  of  having  useful  limbs. 
In  G.  S.  injury  of  the  knee  joint  Drs.  Gurlt  and  Culberson  have 
collected  144  cases  of  resection.  Results,  111  cases,  or  77  per  cent, 
of  deaths  ;  33  cases,  or  23  per  cent,  of  recoveries.  It  will  thus  be 
seen  that,  according  to  statistics,  the  mortality  in  excisions  of  the 
knee  and  hip  joints  from  G.  S.  injuries,  is  about  as  great  as  in  ex- 
cisions, or  trephining  the  vertebrae.  No  surgeon  would  think  of 
trephining  every  case  to  which  he  is  called.  But  the  argument  is, 
that  in  some  cases,  not  all  of  them,  the  operation  is  not  only  a  just- 
ifiable one,  but  is  demanded  from  sound  surgical  principles  and  ex- 
perience. Every  case  must  rest  upon  its  merits,  as  weighed  by  the 
judgment  of  the  surgeons.  Take  a  fractured  vertebra,  with  parts  of 
the  processes,  laminae  or  pedicles,  pressing  against  the  cord,  caus- 
ing paralysis,  and  finally,  degenerative  destruction  of  the  ^cord,  and 
death  of  the  patient.  Could  any  surgeon  hesitate  to  attempt  the 
removal  of  the  compressing  cause,  any  more  than  if  it  was  the 
brain  being  compressed?  In  examining  the  records  of  trephining 
the  vertebrae,  I  have  been  astonished  to  notice  that  illustrious  sur- 
geons have  so  often  waited  until  inflammatory  deposits  and  soften- 
ing, had  occurred,  before  they  would  attempt  the  operation.  If  the 
trephining  is  to  benefit  a  patient,  suffering  from  compression  of  the 
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cord  by  blood,  or  missile,  or  bone,  it  must  be  done  before  the  cord 
has  lost  its  integrity.  It  is  a  difficult  operation,  but  the  bottom 
lact,  the  elementary  principle,  and  clinical  experience  call  just 
as  loud  and  long  for  relief,  as  if  the  operation  was  a  trivial  one. 

The  actual  nature  of  the  injury  is  not  always  easily  told,  and 
there  may,  or  may  not  be,  compression,  and  no  one  can  say  in  ad- 
vance that  such  an  operation  will  give  relief.  But  the  fact  is  before 
us  ;  there  is  a  G.  S.  injury  directed  toward  the  spinal  column,  a 
probe,  or  the  finger  detects  a  fracture;  there  is  paralysis  below  the 
injured  bone,  with  retention  and  all  the  general  and  special  man- 
ifestations of  damage  to  the  cord  by  compression  or  otherwise. 
The  experience  of  civil  and  military  surgery,  all  over  the  world,  is, 
that  such  a  patient  will  die  from  the  primary  injury,  or  secondary 
lesions.  What  will  we  do  ?  If  he  will  certainly  die  without  surgi- 
cal relief  can  be  given,  the  effort  to  give  that  relief  by  incision  and 
trephining  will  not  kill  him.  Should  we  refuse  to  give  him  the  only 
chance  of  saving  his  life?  It  is  a  mortal  peril,  and  demands  an  ex- 
treme remedy.    "Aut  Caesar,  aut  melius:' 


FORCEPS  IN  LABOR. 

By  C.  L.  Gwyn,  M.  D. 
[Read  before  the  Galveston  Medical  Club,  July  5,  1886.] 
[For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal.  J 

I WILL  not  tire  you  with  an  account  of  the  first  use  and  intro- 
duction as  well  as  the  various  modifications  of  these  inval- 
uable instrument ;  their  history  is  supplied  by  your  text-books. 

While  valuing  them  highly  as  a  sometimes  indispensable  aid  in 
our  troubles,  it  is  their  too  frequent  use,  or  their  abuse,  that  gives  me 
concern. 

\  will  not  be  uncharitable  enough  to  say  that  the  younger  mem- 
bers of  our  profession  are  impelled  to  the  indiscriminate  use  of  the 
forceps  by  their  zeal,  or  goaded  on  by  the  clamor  and  importunities 
of  the  friends  and  attendants  of  the  patients  to  have  something  done 
for  speedy  relief ;  or  again  that  they  are  actuated  by  a  desire  to 
show  their  superior  skill;  nor  will  I  accuse  our  seniors,  the  busy 
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practitioner,  of  a  desire  to  get  rid  of  his  case  and  save  time,  but  in 
their  needless  use  they  will  find  that  a  Nemesis  will  follow  them. 

I  say  these  things  with  a  full  knowledge  that  I  will  be  voted  non- 
progressive and  an  "  old  fogy,"  but  Gentlemen,  I  would  rather  be 
considered  a  "  slow  coach  ",  "not  up  to  the  times,"  than  needlessly 
or  carelessly  mutilate  a  single  woman  ;  I  care  not  how  low  her 
condition  may  be  in  the  scale  of  social  life. 

I  will  not  repeat  the  rules  for  the  use  of  these  instruments,  they 
are  so  plain'ly  and  well  given  in  every  well  ordered  work  on  Qbstet- 
rics,  that  if  heeded,  will  prevent  their  abuse.  Labor  is  a  natural,  a 
physiological  condition,  one  for  which  the  system  is  gradually  pre- 
pared from  the  beginning  of  pregnancy,  and  any  medicine,  or  the 
use  of  any  instrument  that  interferes  with  this  condition  renders  it 
pathological.  This  state  of  affairs  is  best  illustrated  by  abortion, 
either  from  want  of  viability  of  the  embryo,  or  brought  on  by  induc- 
tion; in  either  case  we  find  the  uterus  unprepared  for  the  change, 
and  sub-involution  a  result. 

Sub-involution  with  its  chain  of  morbid  symptoms  is  not  the  only 
ill  we  have  to  expect  from  the  ill-advised  use  of  instruments;  we 
may,  and  frequently  do  have  lacerations  of  cervix  uteri,  and  of  per- 
ineum or  sometimes  both.  I  do  not  claim  that  all  cases  of  lacer- 
ation are  due  to  the  use  of  forceps,  but  the  majority  are,  and  the 
poor  woman  a  cripple  for  life,  or  until  restored  by  the  gynaeic  sur- 
geons' act.  I  will  hardly  be  amiss  when  I  claim  that  the  forceps 
make  more  work  for  the  gynaecologist  than  all  other  conditions 
combined. 

During  the  past  year  I  have  had  in  my  practice  seven  or  eight 
cases  to  present  themselves  for  uterine  troubles  due  to  laceration. 
In  six  cases  I  found  lacerations  of  the  perineum,  and  in  one  case 
both  of  cervix  and  perineum,  in  which  instruments  had  been  used  in 
delivery;  also  one  case  of  laceration  of  perineum  occurring  nat- 
urally. Three  of  the  cases  claimed  to  have  occurred  in  Hospital, 
three  claimed  to  have  suffered  at  the  hands  of  resident  physicians  of 
this  place,  and  one  from  the  ignorance  of  a  widwife.  It  may  be  ob- 
jected that  those  occuring  in  Hospital  were  at  the  hands  of  resident 
students,  tyros,  yet  they  seem  to  do  no  worse  than  the  older  mem- 
bers of  the  craft. 

It  will,  doubtless,  be  claimed  that  the  use  of  instruments,  by 
shortening  labor,  lessens  the  suffering  and  saves  the  strength  of  the 
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woman,  and  that  she  has  a  good  "  getting  up."  Yet  such  is  really 
not  the  case;  for  involution  is  interfered  with,  the  natural,  persistent 
and  violent  muscular  contractions  of  the  uterus  hasten  structural 
changes,  fatty  degeneration  of  the  now  useless  tissues  takes  place 
more  speedily,  and  the  effete  products  are  more  readily  thrown  off 
as  lochia,  than  if  meddled  with. 

Dame  Nature  does  her  work  well ;  art  has  never  been  able  to 
equal,  much  less  improve  upon  her  methods,  and  we,  as  physicians, 
find  that  our  greatest  success  in  treatment  of  all  disease  is  when  we 
approach  nearest  to  Nature's  ways. 

Our  right  to  interfere  "with  Nature's  course  in  delivery  for  the  re- 
lief of  pain  is  questionable;  we  need  go  but  a  little  further  back 
and  produce  abortion,  or  prevent  conception,  if  the  ablation  of 
pain  is  the  great  desideratum;  the  one  is  as  justifiable  as  the  other; 
the  mental  as  well  as  the  physical  sequences  of  unfertile  copula- 
tion, and  the  disasters  that  follow  in  the  wake  of  abortion,  would,  if 
no  other  or  moral  reason,  restrain  the  honorable  physician  from 
such  unholy  procedures. 

In  cases  of  impaction  or  apparent  impaction  ot  the  foetal  head, 
frequently  external  manipulations  will  facilitate  labor  by  a  slight 
change  of  the  cranial  position  ;  and  most  of  you  have  found  that 
after  introducing  one  blade  of  the  forceps,  the  head  commenced 
to  descend  and  normal  labor  resumed. 

The  temptation  to  use  forceps  is  very  great  in  cases  of  inertia 
uteri,  yet  it  has  been  my  good  fortune  to  be  able  to  do  without 
them  more  than  once,  by  the  exhibition  of  ergot,  (a  bad  practice); 
by  the  use  of  stimulants,  and  by  external  manipulations. 

I  remember  a  case  of  inertia  uteri  in  which  the  patient  had  gen- 
eral anasarca  from  malarial  troubles,  and  probably  nephritic  com- 
plications, and  was  as  marked  a  case  of  anaemia  as  one  could  wish 
to  see.  She  had  an  intolerance  of  alcoholic  stimulants;  ergot  failed 
to  produce  contractions;  my  patient  was  rapidly  sinking  from  ex- 
haustion; my  forceps  were  six  miles  away,  at  home.  I  used  inhala- 
tions of  nitrite  of  amyl;  as  the  cheek  flushed  the  brain  became  nour- 
ished and  the  uterus  contracted.  Three  exhibitions  of  the  medi- 
cine, within  a  half  hour,  caused  labor  to  continue,  and  a  full  term, 
living  child  to  be  brought  into  the  world  before  the  messenger  re- 
turned with  my  instruments.  In  this  case  the  amount  of  hemor- 
rhage, following  the  birth  of  the  child,  was  less  than  I  have  ever 


Daniel's  texas  medical  journal. 


109 


before  had  in  a  case  of  labor.  It  was  one  of  those  cases  in  which 
the  use  of  forceps  would  have  been  justified;  but  what  would  have 
been  the  condition  of  my  patient?  I  would  probably  have  had  a 
flabby,  flacid  and  non-contracted  uterus  with  every  sinus  open,  and 
oozing  the  life-blood  of  my  patient  away,  and,  in  all  probability, 
she  would  have  succumbed  to  an  uncontrollable  post-partum  hem- 
orrhage. 

In  still  another,  but  opposite  condition  of  affairs,  the  temptation 
is  equally  great.  In  the  stout  little  woman,  in  full  health,  in  the 
prime  of  her  womanhood,  when  every  muscle  is  toned  up  to  its 
fullest  extent  and  is  rigid  as  a  bar  of  iron,  labor  is  often  delayed  by 
the  non-yielding  of  the  muscles  of  the  external  outlet.  Relaxants  will 
save  your  interference. 

And,  gentlemen,  in  conclusion,  I  feel  as  if  I  had  but  half  done 
my  duty  to  the  profession  and  to  humanity  should  I  fail  to  lift  up 
my  voice  and  cry  aloud  from  the  watch-towers  against  the  abuse 
and  misuse  of  these  potent  engines  of  destruction  which  should  be 
the  "dernier  ressort"  of  the  obstetrician. 


A  METHOD  OF  RENDERINC  IODOFORM  INODOROUS. 

By  C.  K.  Gregg,  M.  D.  Ramos  Arispe,  Mexico. 
[For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal.] 
WOULD  like  to  call  the  attention  of  the  profession  to  a  mode 


^  of  disguising  completely,  the  disagreeable  odor  of  a  drug 
which  we  are  called  upon  so  frequently  to  use,  and  whose  good  ef- 
fects are  so  marked.  Having  had  quite  a  large  amount  of  venereal 
practice  among  the  natives  and  employees  of  the  Mexican  National 
R.  R.,  I  have  been  endeavoring  for  some  time  to  discover  some 
means  of  improving  the  odor  of  our  "  sheet  anchor "  remedy  in 
syphilis  and  chancroids  with  their  complications  and  sequelae;  also 
acute  and  chronic  ulcers  of  a  non-specific  type.  The  odor  of  the 
drug  in  some  instances,  especially  to  the  Mexicans,  who  have  very 
delicate  stomachs,  being  so  powerful  as  to  cause  nausea  and  even 
vomiting — and  also  making  them  ashamed  to  mix  socially  with 
their  friends.  Hence  it  seems  absolutely  necessary  that  we  should 
devise  some  means  of  evading  such  baneful  effects  of  a  local  appli- 
cation so  efficient.    In  the  May  number  of  the  Journal  of  Cutaneous 
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and  Venereal  Diseases  a  long  list  of  drugs  for  rendering  Iodoform- 
inodorous  is  mentioned,  and  none  of  which  it  is  stated  have  proved 
efficient.  However  I  commenced  some  time  ago  to  use  oil  of  pep- 
permint, and  with  the  happiest  results.  By  means  of  5  drops  of  the 
oil  to  one  ounce  of  the  dry  powder  or  ointment,  I  have  found  that 
the  odor  is  rendered  entirely  inocuous.  Patients  who  are  not  al- 
ways careful  and  keep  the  air  excluded,  do  not  complain  of  the  odor 
returning  by  such  exposure.  I  have  tried  this  procedure  in  a  great 
many  cases  and  have  aever  had  any  complaints  offered.  I  trust  a 
worthy  trial  W4ll  be  given  to  this  simple  method,  for  if  it  proves  a 
success  in  the  hands  of  others,  we  have  accomplished  much  in  the 
mode  of  treating  those  loathsome  local  lesions  with  our  most  potent 
remedy. 


MALARIAL  PARAPLEGIA  -  RELIEVED  WITH  SULPHATE  OF  QUINIA. 

Reported  for  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal,  by  C.  W.  Wilkinson, 
M.  D.,  Surgeon  in  charge  of  St.  Mary's  Hospital,  Galveston,  Tex. 


John  P.  Wurts,  aged  23  years,  was  struck  with  paralysis  on  the 
12th  day  of  June,  1886,  at  the  town  of  Abilene,  Texas.  At  that 
time  he  had  been  away  from  Galveston,  his  old  home,  about  13 
months,  having  been  most  of  the  time  at  Corsicana,  Dallas  and  Fort 
Worth,  and  all  the  while  living  in  good  health. 

On  the  6th  day  of  June  he  was  caught  in  a  severe  hail  storm,  and, 
as  he  said,  "took  cold."  On  the  next  day,  7th,  he  was  seized  with 
a  "chill  and  fever,"  which  lasted  until  in  the  night ;  on  the  8th  he 
was  well,  and  on  the  9th  he  had  another  "chill  and  fever,"  which 
lasted  into  the  night.  He  says  "my  fevers  were  broken  up  with 
quinine,  and  I  went  then  to  Abilene.  On  the  morning  of  the  12th 
I  was  in  a  barber's  chair,  not  feeling  well,  and  getting  worse,  I  left 
the  shop  to  go  to  my  boarding  house.  I  could  hardly  drag  my  legs 
after  me,  and  felt  very  weak.  My  condition  gradually  grew  worse, 
till  on  the  14th  I  could  not  move  my  legs  and  was  laid  up  in  bed." 
On  the  23d  of  June  he  arrived  in  Galveston  and  was  taken  to  St- 


OSPITAL 


RACTICE, 


HISTORY  OF  CASES. 


,  daniel's  texas  medical  journal. 


ni 


Mary's  hospital  in  the  following  condition :  Lower  limbs  complete- 
ly paralysed  as  to  motion,  but  highly  alive  to  sensation.  Could 
bear  no  pressure  upon  either  limb  without  great  pain. 

Bowels  and  bladder,  both  paralyzed ;  one  unable  to  retain  and 
the  other  to  expel  its  contents;  upper  extremities  healthy;  surface 
pale ;  patient  entirely  helpless,  can  not  move  a  muscle  of  his  lower 
extremities ;  no  fever. 

In  this  condition  of  paraplegia  he  remained  several  days,  gradu- 
ally growing  worse,  until  on  the  evening  of  July  the  4th,  he  was 
seized  with  a  convulsion  of  an  epileptiform  character.  Up  to  this 
time  he  had  been  taking  iodide  of  potassium,  40  grains  a  day,  un- 
der the  impression  that  he  had  been  the  victim  of  a  former  syphi- 
litic attack.  The  plan  of  treatment  pursued,  however,  did  not  im 
prove  the  patient,  as  demonstrated  by  the  sequel.  His  convulsive 
attack  was  treated  by  morphine  and  sulphuric  ether,  administered 
hypodermically,  but  so  prostrated  was  the  case  for  several  hours 
afterwards,  that  an  unfavorable  prognosis  was  given  without  hesi- 
tation. 

The  patient,  through  the  treatment  he  received  at  the  time,  did 
not  succumb  to  his  severe  attack,  but  remained  in  a  prostrated 
condition  for  several  days  afterwards,  supported  mainly  on  beef 
tea  and  stimulants.  He  now  began  to  complain  of  pains  occurring 
in  his  lower  limbs  every  evening,  which  would  last,  usually,  several 
hours  before  leaving,  and  which  annoyed  him  very  considerably. 

Upon  the  ground  that  a  periodical  disorder  demanded  an  anti- 
periodic  remedy,  I  ordered  15  grains  of  sulphate  of  quinia  to  be 
given  Mr.  Wurtz  before  his  pain  hour,  every  evening.  The  effect  of 
the  remedy  was  very  promptly  and  markedly  demonstrated ;  the 
pains  recurred  very  slightly  after  the  first  administration  of  the  drug 
and  never  returned  at  all  after  the  second,  nor  did  his  improve- 
ment cease  with  the  subsidence  of  his  pains.  Motion  became  re- 
stored in  his  limbs,  and  within  a  week  from  the  beginning  of  the 
quinine  treatment,  the  patient  was  out  of  bed,  and  walking  all  about 
the  hospital.  This  patient  has  continued  to  improve.  About  the 
20th  day  of  July,  I  suspended  the  quinine  treatment,  with  a  view  of 
testing  the  capacity  of  the  patient  to  withstand  the  remedy.  He 
required  further  treatment,  however,  as  towards  the  27th,  he  began 
to  grow  weary  in  his  limbs,  and  was  unable  to  walk  about  as  freely 
as  during  the  w'eek  before;  moreever  a  little  pain  returned  in  his 
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thigh,  and  I  resorted  to  quinine  in  20  grain  doses  again.  At  date  of 
writing,  August  28,  he  is  on  his  feet,  and  seemingly  in  splendid 
health. 


pOI^ESPONDENCE. 


THE  JEFFERSON    MEDICAL  COLLEGE   OF  PHILADELPHIA  AND    THE  INTERNA- 
TIONAL MEDICAL  CONGRESS. 


Letter  from  the  Dean. 
To  the  Editor  of  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal: 

I FIND  in  the  June  number  of  your  spirited  and  enterprising 
Journal,  an  editorial  on  Jefferson  Medical  College,  which 
contains  some  inaccuracies  calculated  to  do  the  Institution  injury, 
and  which  I  trust  your  sense  of  fairness  will  permit  me  to  correct* 
As  respects  the  International  Medical  Congress,  Jefferson  College 
can  have  only  the  interest  felt  by  every  loyal  American  physician, 
that  the  meeting  in  Washington  will  be  a  success  in  every  way.  The 
members  of  the  faculty  called  on  to  take  part,  acted  as  individuals. 
To  prove  this,  allow  me  to  state  a  bit  of  history.  I  was  invited  to 
a  place  in  the  organization  as  made  by  the  original  committee,  of 
whom  my  colleague,  Prof  Da  Costa,  was  one,  but  declined  the  ap- 
pointment immediately,  and  before  the  names  were  announced.  I 
may  say  now,  my  chief  reason  was,  that  I  had  a  confident  anticipa- 
tion the  arrangement  made  would  prove  unsatisfactory,  because  the 
organization  did  not  have  a  sufficiently  National  character,  in  that 
it  did  not  include  many  of  the  eminent  men  of  the  West  and  South. 
The  committee  having  acted,  and  the  organization  published  to  the 
world,  it  seemed  to  me  best,  for  the  sake  of  harmony,  to  permit  the 
work  of  the  committee  to  remain  undisturbed.  Those  who  agitated  the 
matter  at  the  New  Orleans  meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion, are  responsible  for  the  discord  that  has  since  occurred,  but  in 
this  agitation  Jefferson  Medical  College  and  its  faculty  have  in  no 
way  participated.  As  respects  any  changes  in  the  instructors  of  the 
college,  it  is  quite  impossible  that  the  differences  in  the  Interna- 
tional Medical  Congress  could  have  had  any  influence;  for  some 
members  of  the  faculty  had  one  way  of  thinking  about  it,  and  some 
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another  way.  Is  it  not  possible  for  you  to  believe  that  the  faculty, 
in  the  few  changes  which  had  been  made,  had  in  view  only  the  im- 
provement of  the  courses  of  instruction?  You  are,  also,  entirely 
misled  as  to  the  position  of  the  College  on  the  "  New  Code  Ques- 
tion." The  faculty,  and  I  believe  almost  the  whole  of  the  medical 
profession  of  Philadelphia,  are  firm  in  their  adherence  to  the  Code 
of  the  American  Medical  Association.  Therefore,  those  who  have 
alleged  the  code  question  as  a  reason  for  our  action  in  any  case, 
simply  assert  an  untruth. 

It  is  an  equally  erroneous  statement  that  the  faculty  of  the  Jeffer- 
son Medical  College  have  signalized  their  opposition  to  the  Ameri- 
can Medical  Association  by  uniting  in  the  organization  of  a  new 
national  association.  Here,  again,  each  member  of  the  faculty  has 
acted  for  himse!f.  Several  have  joined  the  new  body,  for  purely 
scientific  reasons;  several  have  declined  to  enter  it,  lest  their  pur- 
pose be  misunderstood,  and  further  cause  of  discord  arise.  I  may, 
surely,  speak  for  myself,  and  especially  on  points  capable  of  imme- 
diate proof.  I  was  invited  to  unite  with  other  gentlemen  in  form- 
ing the  new  society,  but  declined,  for  the  reason  that  this  movement 
would  be  construed  to  mean  an  organized  opposition  to  the  Ameri- 
can Medical  Association.  It  has  happened  as  I  predicted,  and  yet 
I  am  confident  that  the  gentlemen  concerned  in  the  formation  of 
the  new  society,  are  governed  solely  by  scientific  zeal,  and  have 
no  sympathy  with  the  new  code,  and  are  indifferent  to  geograph- 
ical boundaries. 

The  information  given  you,  in  regard  to  some  changes  in  the 
corps  of  Instructors  at  Jefferson  College,  is  mixed  up  with  so  many 
errors,  as  to  be  very  misleading.  Allow  me  to  state  the  affair  as  it 
really  is.  If  you  will  kindly  refer  to  the  Annual  Announcement 
for  1886,  and  to  those  for  several  years  past,  you  will  see  that  the 
Instructors  continue  very  much  the  same.  The  changes  to  which 
you  refer  took  place  before  "the  controversy"  in  which  "the  Ag- 
new-Roberts-Hays  faction  in  the  International  Congress"  partici- 
pated, "beginning  with  Shoemaker."  The  change  simply  consisted 
in  giving  up  the  few  lectures  of  the  spring  and  fall  terms,  delivered 
by  the  gentlemen  to  whom  you  refer,  because  we  decided  to  con- 
fine the  instruction  to  our  regular  corps.  Our  students  were  per- 
mitted— even  advised — to  avail  themselves  of  the  clinical  instruc- 
tion given  by  these  gentlemen  at  any  of  the  dispensaries  with 
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which  they  were  connected.  An  attempt  has  been  made,  also,  to 
associate  the  closing  of  a  Post  Graduate  Course,  with  these  vari- 
ous disturbing  questions,  as  if  the  college  were  trying  to  injure 
these  self-appointed  champions  of  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion. Their  grievances  have  been  told  in  the  secular  press  of  Phil- 
adelphia, where  we  learned  for  the  first  time  how  our  action  was 
viewed  by  these  gentlemen.  The  truth  simply  is,  that  the  Post- 
Graduate  course  which  we  had  organized,  could  not  be  success- 
fully conducted  alongside  of  the  under-graduate  method  of  instruc- 
tion, and  we  abandoned  the  field  to  an  institution  devoted  to  that 
special  purpose.  The  University  of  Pennsylvania  had  a  similar 
experience,  and  their  and  our  post-graduate  courses  ceased  at  the 
same  time.  That  such  an  incident  can  be  perverted  to  the  pur- 
pose of  these  code  agitators,  is  difficult  to  realize. 

As  regards  the  part  which  Dr.  Pancoast's  resignation,  and  his 
acceptance  of  a  place  in  the  Medico-Chirurgical  College,  together 
with  "the  excellent  gentlemen,"  who  are  "all  of  the  Shoemaker- 
Atkinson  politics,"  it  is  not  easy  to  speak  seriously.  If  they  wish 
to  buildup  a  new  College,  with  any  sort  of  fashionable  programme, 
by  all  means  let  them  do  it.  What  is  that  to  Jefferson  College? 
Why  do  they  find  it  necessary  to  abuse  that  institution  in  their  at- 
tempts to  found  a  new  one?  We  have  not  opposed  them  in  any 
way.  If  they  can  demonstrate  their  right  to  exist  by  succeeding, 
we  will  be  entirely  pleased.  Their  success  will  inure  to  our  benefit. 
When  there  was  a  third  Medical  College  in  Philadelphia,  Jefferson 
had  never  been  more  prosperous.  This  has  been  the  uniform 
experience. 

When  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College  entered  on  its  prosper- 
ous career  in  New  York,  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons, 
and  the  University  Medical  College,  were  also' benefitted,  and  grew 
apace  with  the  new  impetus  given  to  medical  teaching.  In  view  of 
these  facts,  all  that  we  can  desire  is  to  see  the  new  college  prosper- 
ous ;  but  it  must  be  faithful  to  its  professions,  and  not  merely  seek 
success  by  exciting  animosities  and  inflaming  prejudices. 
Very  respectfully, 

Roberts  Bartholow,  M.  D., 
Dean  of  the  Jefferson  Medical  College  of  Philadelphia. 
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IT  WILL  NOT  STATIST! 

■hull  { COLORLESS  I  merrgll 

Solution  of  sfydrastia. 

A  permanent  solution  of  the  white  Alkaloid  of  the  Hydrastis  Canadensis— adapt- 
ed to  the  local  treatment  of  all  diseases  of  the  mucous  surfaces. 

Recommended  and  Endorsed  by  Bartholow,  Seudder,  Hall,  Rutherford  and 
other  prominent  writers  in  every  school  of  medicine. 

Tested  and  Approved  in  Diseases  of  the  Nasal  Passages—  of  the  Eye— of  the 
Throat— of  the  Stomach  and  Intestines— of  the  Reproductive  Organs  and  Bladder. 
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iuhll  \  COLORLESS }  ihull 

SoMioa  of  Bismuth  &  Hyflrastia. 

Introduced  by  us  in  1872.  Associated  with  Bismuth,  the  medicinal  action  of  Hy- 
drastia  is  increased  and  its  uses  extended.  This  solution  contains  2lA  grains  of  the 
double  citrate  of  Bismuth  and  Hydrastia,  25  per  cent  of  which  is  Hydrastia  Citrate. 


MsrrsulFliSlilTililiiMerrell 

Endorsed  by  the  Medical  Profes  ion  of  the  United  States:  is  the  most  perfect  rep- 
resentative of  all  the  Medicinal  Virtues  of  the  Golden  Seal  Root.  The  White  and 
Yellow  Alkaloids  are  herein  presented  in  a  perfectly  clear,  neutral  non-irritating1  so- 
lution, applicable  to  the  treatment  Of  all  irritable,  inflammatory  and  ulcerative  con- 
ditions of  the  mucous  tract. 


The  Wm.  S.  Merrell  Chemical  Co., 

OINUIN  N  ATI, 

Sole  Manufacturers. 

Missouri  Stiver  Depots. 
Meyer  Bros.  Drug  Co.,  Woodward,  Faxon  &  Co.,  Kansas  City; 
McPike  &  Fox,  Atchison  ;  Smith,  Van  Natta  &  Co.,  St. Joseph  ; 

H.  J.  Clarke,  Lincoln;  H.  J.  Clarke  Drug  Co.,  Omaha. 
J.  J.  Schott  &  Co.,  Galveston;  E.  J.  Hart  &  Co.,  New  Orleans. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


[LIQUID.] 

Prepared  according  to  the  directions  of  Prof.  E.  N.  Horsford,  of  'Cambridge,  Mass. 
Universally  prescribed  and  recommended  by  physicians  of  all  schools. 


L\  DYSPEPSIA,  CONSTIPATION,  INDIGESTION, 

The  lining  membrane  of  the  stomach  when  in  a  normal  con- 
dition, contains  cells  filled  with  the  gastric  juice,  in  which 
phosphoric  acid  combined  with  lime,  iron,  potash,  etc.,  is  an 
important  active  principle;  this  is  necessary  to  a  perfect  diges- 
tion. If  the  stomach  is  not  supplied  with  the  necessary  gastric 
juice  to  incite  or  promote  digestion,  dyspepsia  will  follow  with 
all  its  train  of  incident  diseases.  The  only  known  acid  which 
can  be  taken  into  the  stomach  to  promote  digestion,  without 
injury,  is  phosphoric  acid  combined  with  lime,  potash,  iron, 
etc.,  i.  e.,  Horsford's  Acid  Phosphate,  which  is  hereby 
offered  to  the  public. 

Sick   Headache  and  Nervous  Prostration. 

Dr.  W.  P.  Clnthiw,  Buffalo,  X.  1'.,  saw: 
"  I  Know  it  to  he  beneMcial  in  eieh  headache 
and  nervous  pro*trotitm." 

Beneficial  BesuSbs. 
Dr  E  J Williamson,  Si  bOUie,  Mo,  ><"/>.■ 
"Marked  beneficial  results  in  imperfect  di- 
gestion and  diabetes  mettUm." 

Pro  m  i  >tc*  Digestion . 
Dr.  W.  W.  Sehofirld,  Dalton,  Mats.,  says: 
tlIt  promote*  digestion  and  overcomes  acid 

stomach  I    JL"  r  ' 1   ■cunwirn,  .nn;iii»r,  j//i.,.vii/,v; 

It  acts  beneficially  in  obstinate  indujesti/m.' 

We  have  received  a  large  number  of  letters  from  physicians 
of  the  highest  standing  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  relating 
their  experience  with  the  Acid  Phosphate,  and  speaking  of  it 
in  high  terms  of  commendation.  Physicians  desiring  to  test 
Horsford's  Acid  Phosphate  will  be  furnished  a  sample  without 
expense,  except  express  charges.    Pamphlet  free. 

Prof.  Horsford's  Baking  Preparations. 

Are  made  of  the  Acid  Phosphate  in  powdered  form.    They  re- 
tore  the  phosphates  that  are  taken  from  the  flour  in  boiling. 
Descriptive  pamphlet  sent  free. 

Rumford  Chemical  Works,  Providence,  R.  I. 

S^Beware  of  Imitations  and  Substitutes.  ~§il 


A  UOOa  a  errc  J  otne. 
Dr  H  8  McCombs,  Philadelphia.  Pa,  sails: 
■I  us, , i  n     nervous  dyspepsia  uith  success. 
It  is  n  good  nerve  tonic." 

A  Wondi  rful  Remedy. 
Dr  T  H  Andrew,  laic  Demonstrator  of 
Anatomy,  Jefferson  Medical  Cottage,  Phiht., 
F}a,snys:  "A  wonderful  remedy  Which  yore 
me  most  gratifying  results  £71  the  worst  forms 
oj  dtyt  pepeia. 

( thstiuafr  I ndiucstion. 
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Editorial. 


A  "NOTABLE  ADDRESS"  INDEED. 


"If  thy  brother  ask  thee  for  a  fish,  wilt  thou  give  him  a  stone?" 


In  the  selection  of  a  successor  to  Dr.  Flint,  to  deliver  the  address 
in  Medicine  before  the  British  Medical  Association,  the  entire  pro- 
fession of  the  United  States  felt  that  the  choice  of  Dr.  John  S.  Bil- 
ligs,  of  the  United  States  Army  was  a  happy  one.  With  a  singular 
unanimity  of  sentiment  the  medical  press  endorsed  the  selection. 
The  medical  profession  of  the  whole  country  acknowledged  Dr 
Billings'  ability ;  and  knowing  and  admiring  his  pleasing  address 
and  versatile  talent,  felt  that  the  reputation  of  American  medicine 
would  be  safe  in  his  hands.  The  South  and  West,  equally  with  the 
North  and  East;  were  proud  of  him.    Many  thought  that  he  was  a 
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great  man  ;  at  least,  that  he  had  the  elements  of  greatness  incubat- 
ing within,  and  only  wanted  time  and  opportunity  to  develop  into  a 
truly  great  man.  Was  he  not  already  famous?  Was  he  not  already 
a  John  Hopkins  professor  ?  And  many  in  Europe  got  an  idea  that 
he  was  the  Surgeon  General  of  the  United  States  Army; — just  how, 
we  do  not  know;  perhaps  his  brilliant  qualities  and  distinguished 
bearing  made  them  think  that  if  he  was  not,  he  ought  to  be. 

The  opportunity  came.  We  looked  to  see  him  prove  himself  worthy 
of  such  great  anticipations,  and  the  profession  was  ready  to  accord 
to  him  the  first  place  in  American  medicine  ; — Flint's  place.  Flint's 
mantle  had  fallen  by  common  consent  upon  his  shoulders. 

This  was  the  opportunity  of  his  life, — the  touch-stone  of  his  qual- 
ity. He  had  it  in  his  power,  had  he  been  truly  great,  to  forever  fix 
the  seal  of  his  own  fame,  and  to  make  secure  his  title  as  the  greatest 
of  American  physicians.  Much  could  have  been  done  to  heal  the 
unfortunate  breech  which  he,  himself,  more  than  any  other,  has 
made  in  the  profession  of  this  country ;  to  re-unite  the  profession 
of  the  sections,  which  were  alienated  through  unjust  discrimination 
in  his  appointments.  And  these  things  he  could  have  done,  not  by 
a  sacrifice  of  veracity, — not  by  any  generosity, — but  by  si?nply  being 
just  / 

But  it  seems  the  Doctor  could  not  rise  above  the  petty  jeal- 
ousies that  characterize  the  pigmies  of  medicine.  He  could  not  re- 
sist the  temptation  to  strike  a  blow  at  those  who  defeated  his 
scheme  of  organization  of  the  Congress  upon  a  basis  which  many  of 
the  very  best  men,  even  of  the  North,  say  was  not  just — inasmuch 
as  it  was  not  a  national  representation.  Forgetting  every  consider- 
ation of  patriotism  and  of  justice,  he  stooped  to  the  devices  of 
small  souls,  and  cast  a  slur  upon  the  profession  of  the  Mississippi 
Valley. 

Dr.  Billings  has  disappointed  many.  It  seems  he  could  not  rise 
to  the  dignity  of  a  realization  of  the  fact  that  he  was  expected  to 
represent  American  Medicine,  and  he  stooped  to  represent  a  sec- 
tion— a  clique  !  He  drew  invidious  distinctions,  and  said,  in  effect, 
that  all  the  science  of  the  profession  resides  above,  and  beyond,  the 
malarial  belt !  He  drew  a  map,  and  marked  out  the  sections  where 
malaria  prevails, — all  throughout  the  South  and  West — the  great  Mis- 
sissippi Valley.  Where  malaria  is  rifest,  the  map  was  blackest;  and 
— according  to  his  deductions, — science  scarcest. 
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We  will  give  the  doctor  credit  to  suppose  that  he  meant  the 
country — the  thinly  settled  region  ;  but  he  spoke  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi Valley  in  its  entirety.  St.  Louis,  Memphis,  Vicksburg, 
New  Orleans,  Chicago  —  many  large  cities  are  in  the  malarial  re- 
gions. Did  the  Doctor  really  mean  to  say  there  are  not  many 
physicians  in  those  cities  —  (not  an  "exceptional"  one)  —  and  even 
in  smaller  towns,  and  even  in  the  country  —  the  peers  of  most  of 
those  north  and  east?  The  transactions  of  the  State  Medical  Asso- 
ciation of  the  "Mississippi  Valley  States"  disprove  the  assertion  ! 

Dr.  Billings  has,  by  this  part  of  his  address,  brought  ridicule, 
when  we  expected  him  to  reflect  credit.  We  venture  even  his  Brit- 
ish auditors — being  familiar  with  the  quarrel  over  the  International 
Congress,  and  Dr.  Billings'  cause  for  feeling  offended  —  either 
smiled  at  what  must  have  seemed  a  weakness,  or  blushed  for  his 
effrontery — blushed,  that  he  should  hold  up  that  map  and  say,  "this 
black  spot  represents  the  home  of  sickness  in  my  country;  and  it 
represents,  also,  and  is  the  limit  to  the  unenlightened  part  of  the 
Medical  Profession/" — and  this,  too,  in  the  presence  of  the  gigantic 
Davis,  the  Father  of  Medicine  in  the  Mississippi  Valley ! 

And  Flint?  —  the  Great  Dead?  Ah!  he  must  have  groaned 
aloud  in  his  coffin  as  His  Successor  so  slandered  twenty  thou 
sand  of  his  constituency  ! 


THE  GOOD  OF  THE  CAUSE. 


The  Constitution  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association  recites 
that  the  objects  of  said  Association  are  "  to  organize  the  medical 
profession  of  the  State  in  the  most  efficient  manner  possible, — to 
encourage  a  high  standard  of  professional  qualifications  and  ethics; 
and  to  promote  professional  brotherhood.'"     [Italic  ours,  Ed.] 

The  avowed  mission  of  this  Journal  is,  and  ever  has  been,  the 
organization  of  the  regular  profession  of  the  State, — the  building  up 
of  the  State  Medical  Association,  and  the  advancement  of  the  best 
interests  of  legitimate  medicine  in  Texas.  We  have  striven  to  this 
end,  and  we  rejoice  in  the  prosperity  of  the  Association.  We  love 
it;  and  when  we  have  seen, — on  more  than  one  occasion, — the  oc- 
currence of  events  which  appeared  to  us  detrimental  to  its  best  in- 
terests,— at  the  risk  of  having  our  motives  questioned,  we  have  poin- 
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ted  it  out,  and  advised  its  correction.  Such  was  the  Journal's  cri- 
ticism of  the  Dallas  meeting. 

Actuated  by  such  regard  for  the  future  and  permanent 
welfare  of  the  Association,  we  expressed  the  opinion  that 
theological  discussions  in  the  annual  address  of  the  Presi- 
dent are  out  of  place,  and  deprecated  by  the  profession.  Feel- 
ing well  assured  that  a  repetition  of  it  would  create  dissensions  and 
jealousies, — and,  in  the  end,  lead  to  the  disruption  of  the  Associa- 
tion,— as  faithful  watchmen  on  the  tower,  we  sounded  the  alarm. 
Gontrary  to  our  expectations,  we  have  fared  much  like  the  stranger 
did,  who  undertook  to  adjust  a  family  difficulty. 

There  is  nothing  more  absurd  than  the  attempt  to  explain  plain 
English,  (unless  it  is  to  have  to  explain  a  joke),  and  nothing  more 
unpleasant  than  personal  explanations. 

While  our  course  in  the  premises  has,  by  many  prominent  mem- 
bers, been  appreciated  and  commended, — our  language  pronounced 
"  courteous  and  conciliatory,  yet  of  no  uncertain  sound  ;" — while 
some  have  recognized  in  the  much  talked  of  editorial  a  sincere  de- 
sire to  preserve  harmony,  and,  therefore,  a  service  to  the  Associa- 
tion,— others  have  misconstrued  our  language, — impugned  our  mo- 
tives, and  accused  us, — even,  of  infidelity  !  assigning  to  us,  mean- 
time, all  manner  of  unworthy  motives,  as  instigating  us  to  a  "  perso- 
nal attack"  on  two  of  the  Ex-Presidents — our  personal  friends! 

While  we  are  not  indifferent  to  these  acts  of  injustice,  we  can  not 
do  otherwise  than  bear  them  as  best  we  may.  The  insinuations 
that  the  article  in  question  was  the  outgrowth  of  any  personal  feel- 
ing on  our  part,  of  pique  or  resentment,  are  too  absurd  even  to  no- 
tice; but  we  feel  called  upon  to  correct  the  misapprehension  as  to 
our  own  religious  sentiments.  We  were  careful  to  express  none,  in 
the  article  referred  to,  yet,  with  a  strange  inconsistency,  some  of 
our  friends  have  assumed  that  we  are  opposed  to  the  Christian  re- 
ligion!  We  will  say,  once  for  all,  the  assumption  is  unwarranted, 
and,  certainly,  not  justified  by  any  line  or  sentence  in  our  article 
of  July.  We  also  take  occasion  to  disclaim  any  intention,  or  de- 
sire, to  reflect  on  Drs.  Brown  and  Becton.  For  those  distinguished 
gentlemen  we  have,  personally,  the  highest  regard,  and  a  respect 
for  their  religious  principles.  We  have  attributed  to  these  gentle- 
men simply  an  error  of  judgment  in  giving  utterance  to  religious 
sentiments  in  the  association  meetings,  however  much  they  may 
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have  felt  justified  by  antecedent  remarks  of  certain  members  in  the 
course  of  certain  essays,  on  former  occasions.  We  differ  with  them 
as  to  the  justification.  Two  wrongs  do  not  make  a  right.  While 
we  approve,  most  cordially,  of  the  practice  of  invoking  the  Divine 
Blessing  on  the  labors  of  the  Association,  in  the  discussion  of  moot 
theological  points,  we  recognize  a  dangerous  and  fruitless  innova- 
tion; something  entirely  beyond  the  object  and  purposes  for  which 
the  Association  was  created ;  and  it  matters  not  who  started  it,  it 
should  cease,  at  once,  and  forever  !  Especially  should  this  be  in- 
sisted upon,  when  the  President,  assuming  to  speak  for,  and  in  the 
name  of  the  Association,  pledges  the  members  to  the  Christian,  or 
any  other  faith,  and  denounces  as  "misguided"  those  who  dissent 
from  his  position  with  reference  to  man's  origin.  We  would  advo- 
cate a  broader  spirit  of  toleration,  were  the  discussion  of  the  sub- 
ject legitimately  a  part  of  the  Association's  programme ;  for,  we 
hold  that  such  a  course  and  such  language  are  not  calculated  to 
promote  and  foster  "professional  brotherhood"  to  any  great  extent, 
but  rather  to  alienate  the  members,  one  from  another,  and  all  from 
the  meetings. 

In  regard  to  the  "views  and  opinions"  expressed  by  Dr.  Becton5 
in  his  address,  and  which  The  Journal  said  were  not  indorsed  by 
the  members,  we  had  no  reference  whatever  to  his  religious  opin- 
ions, and  so  stated.  The  declaration  which  we  challenged  was, 
that  "the  great  body  of  the  profession"  [meaning,  of  the  Associa- 
tion, except  those  few  "misguided"  ones],  know  that  the  doctrines 
of  such  men  as  Darwin  and  Huxley  are  withering,  blighting  as  the 
winters  frost, — that  they  clip  the  wings  of  noble  aspiration,  and 
damn  the  soul  hereafter."  We  asserted  that  such  opinions  were  not 
held  by  the  association  as  a  body — that  the  members  have  no  such 
knowledge. 

With  this  we  dismiss  the  subject.  We  have  the  good  of  the  cause 
too  much  at  heart  to  sit  idly  by  and  witness  the  introduction  of 
what  we  conceive  to  be  an  element  of  discord  into  the  affairs  of 
the  Association, — a  subject  subversive  of  its  best  interests,  and 
tending  to  its  ultimate  destruction,  without  raising  our  voice  in 
warning.  We  have  spoken  without  fear  or  favor,  and  having  an  ap- 
proving conscience,  we  feel  that  we  have  discharged  a  duty,  which, 
in  time,  will  bring  its  own  reward. 
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DR.  BARTHOLOW'S  POSITION. 

An  editorial  in  our  July  number,  "  Do -we  Need  a  Civil  Service 
Reform  in  Medicine?"  has  elicited  a  letter  from  Dr.  Roberts  Bar- 
tholow,  the  distinguished  Dean  of  Jefferson  Medical  College,  which 
letter  will  be  found  in  our  Department  of  "Correspondence." 

It  will  be  seen  that  Dr.  Bartholow  strenuously  denies  that  poli- 
tics had  anything  to  do  with  the  removal  of  Drs.  Atkinson  and 
Shoemaker  from  the  faculty.  The  Doctor  gives  us  a  refreshing,  little 
piece  of  news  to  the  effect  that  he  refused  appointment  under  the 
original  committee  because  he  "  had  a  confident  anticipation  that 
the  arrangement  would  prove  unsatisfactory  because  the  organi- 
zation did  not  have  a  sufficiently  national  character,  in  that  it  did 
not  include  many  eminent  men  of  the  West  and  South."  That  is 
to  say,  he  anticipated  that  the  South  and  West  would  not  submit  to 
any  such  injustice,  and  would  protest  against  it.  He  anticipated 
trouble,  and  stood  from  under.  Had  Dr.  Bartholow,  occupying  the 
important  position  he  does  in  the  medical  world,  used  his  influence 
to  have  the  organization  made  more  representative,  he  would  have 
shown  himself  to  be  a  friend  of  the  South  and  West,  and  of  justice; 
and  the  result  might  have  been  different.  His  views  are  identical 
with  those  of  Dr.  Shoemaker,  who  promptly  alligned  himself  in  the 
direction  of  his  sympathies  and  convictions,  and  spoke  out,  in  de- 
fence of  right.  He  thereby  endeared  himself  to  the  South  and 
West,  and  they  will  not  forget  it.  It  is  said  "a  still  tongue  shows  a 
wise  head."  Dr.  Bartholow  has  given  evidence  of  much  wisdom, 
by  this  standard;  he  said  nothing;  and  to-day  the  positions  of  the 
two  gentlemen  are  very  different;  one  is  in  and  the  other  is  out  of 
Jefferson  Medical  College. 

In  reply  to  one  portion  of  the  Doctor's  letter,  we  have  to  say  that 
no  "information"  has  been  "given"  us;  nor  have  toe  made  any 
charges.  Our  remarks  were  in  the  nature  of  a  surmise  as  to  the  cause 
of  the  marked  changes  of  the  faculty.  It  looked  like  more  than  a 
coincidence  that  the  discharged  (and  resigned)  teachers  should  be  on 
one  side,  and  most  of  the  faculty  on  the  other  side  of  the  Inter- 
national Medical  Congress  question;  and  we  thought  we  saw  some- 
thing like  cause  and  effect.  We  had  no,t  seen  the  Baldwin-Bartho- 
low  correspondence  at  the  time  our  editorial  was  written. 
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A  DANGEROUS  OPERATION. 

In  a  paper  read  before  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association  by- 
Prof.  Edmond  Souchon,  of  Tulane  University,  Dr.  Souchon  tells 
of  an  amusing  occurrence  that  attended  an  operation  in  the  Char- 
ity hospital  clinic,  as  follows  : 

It  was  a  case  of  abscess  of  the  axilla,  and  as  it  was  intended  to 
make  only  one  thrust  of  the  knife,  it  was  thought  unnecessaiy  to 
push  the  chloroform  to  a  full  anaesthesia  ;  so  the  patrent  was  only 
stupified  a  little,  and  the  abscess  lanced. 

The  Doctor  says  :  "As  the  knife  penetrated  the  flesh,  the  patient 
sprang  to  his  feet  in  a  wild,  excited  and  unconscious  manner, 
rushed  at  the  case  of  instruments,  which  was  near  by,  and  had  half 
opened  a  drawer  and  was  about  seizing  an  instrument,  when  one  of 
the  students  bravely  caught  him.  He  very  soon  quieted  down. 
The  next  day,  in  the  ward,  he  told  us  that  he  had  just  come  from  a 
grinding  on  a  sugar  plantation,  where  a  number  of  Chinese  were 
employed ;  that  he  was  always  quarreling  with  them,  and  that  as  he 
was  going  under  chloroform,  the  students  around  him  became  gra- 
dually transformed,  in  his  mind,  into  Chinese;  and  that  as  the  knife 
penetrated  him,  though  he  felt  no  pain,  he  felt  satisfied  it  was 
one  of  the  Chinamen  who  had  stabbed  him.  Hence  the  rush  he 
made  to  what  he  thought  was  his  armory,  for  a  weapon  to  defend 
himself." 


^Society  J^Iotes. 


TEXAS  STATE  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

OFFICE  COLLECTIVE  INVESTIGATION  COMMITTEE. 

Raymond,  Texas,  July,  1886. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  NOTES  ON  DIPHTHERIA. 
The  object  of  the  inquiry  is  to  secure  information  as  regards  the 
following  points  : 

/.  The  specific  and  general  cofiditions  which  develop  diphtheria, 
and  the  means  by  which  it  is  communicated. 

2.     The  relation  sicstained  by  diphtheria  to  other  diseases. 
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j.     The  clinical  history  of  the  malady  as  determined  by  the  individ- 
ual attacked. 

It  is  deemed  quite  unnecessary  to  revert  to  the  fact  that  our 
knowledge  of  the  etiology  of  the  various  infectious  diseases,  when 
subjected  to  a  process  of  critical  elimination;  is  quite  limited  ;  it  is 
therefore  desired  that  every  fact  standing  in  relation  to  the  cause  of 
diphtheria  be  carefully  and  accurately  recorded  after  a  thorough 
test  as  to  its  claim. 

It  is  a  well  known  fact  that  diphtheria  displays  many  points  in 
common  with  other  diseases.  With  scarlatina,  in  its  incubative 
period  ;  in  the  fact  that  it  marks  gradations  from  the  mildest  to  the 
most  malignant  type  ;  in  point  of  incidence — the  seat  of  inflamma- 
tion; in  the  gravity  of  the  blood-poisoning  and  prostration  in  its 
severest  form;  and  in  thenephritis  which  not  infrequently  attends  as 
a  complication  or  sequel.  It  also  resembles  typhoid  fever  in  the 
fact  of  its  communicability  from  person  to  person,  as  well  as  its 
development  from  foul  exhalations.  It  likewise  bears  similarity  to 
small-pox  and  scarlet  fever,  since  it  may  be  propagated  not  only  by 
contact  or  inoculation,  but  through  the  medium  of  the  atmosphere. 

Much  attention  should  also  be  directed  to  the  incubation  period 
of  this  disease,  and  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  "  those  cases 
are  of  the  greatest  value  in  which  the  receiver  of  infection  is  ex- 
posed to  it  but  for  a  limited  time,  and  all  other  sources  of  infection 
can  be  eliminated."  The  attention  of  the  investigator  is  called  to 
the  possibility  of  a  simple  sore-throat  being  cultivated  up  to  well- 
marked  diphtheria,  by  being  transmitted  through  several  persons 
residing  in  localities  and  under  circumstances  favorable  to  its  de- 
velopment. It  is  believed  that  diphtheria  occurs  more  frequently 
in  rural  districts  than  in  densely  populated  towns  and  cities.  In- 
formation that  may  clear  up  doubts  and  establish  truth  in  regard  to 
this  point,  will  be  valuable. 

Does  a  first  attack  impart  any  protection  against  a  second ;  or, 
does  a  family  predisposition  to  throat  affections  determine  a  special 
liability  to  an  attack  from  diphtheria  ?  Facts  bearing  directly  on 
these  points  are  especially  desired. 

The  committee  are  especially  anxious  that  the  cards  already  in 
the  hands  of  the  members  be  filled  and  returned  as  early  as  may  be 
practicable,  otherwise  no  report  can  be  made  on  the  diseases  rep- 
resented— acute  pneumonia,  acute  rheumatism  and  cholera.  Unless 
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special  interest  is  developed  and  maintained  in  this  work,  by  the 
members  of  the  Association,  your  committee  will  be  powerless. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Sam.  R.  Burroughs,  Chairman. 
[Readers  will  please  observe  the  change  in  Dr.  Burrough's  P.  O. 
address  from  Guy's  Store  to  Raymond  (same  county,  Leon) — Ed.] 


STATE   MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

Dr.  F.  E.  Daniel,  Austin,  Texas: 

Dear  Doctor — Enclosed  please  find  your  appointment  to  the 
Secretaryship  of  our  State  Association  [to  fill  the  vacancy  caused 
by  the  death  of  our  lamented  Burt.  I  hope  it  will  suit  you  to  ac- 
cept the  appointment,  as  it  is  the  result  of  due  deliberation  and 
consultation,  and  also  of  many  voluntary  letters  written  to  me,  ask- 
ing your  appointment. 

Respectfully, 

T.  H.  Nott,  M.  D., 
President  Texas  State  Medical  Association. 
Goliad,  Texas,  July  30,  1886. 

TRAVIS  COUNTY    MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Travis  County  Medical  Association 
Dr.  J.  Cummings  was  elected  President  ;  Dr.  Ralph  Steiner,  Vice 
President  ;  Dr.  B.  E.  Hadra,  Treasuerer,  and  Dr.  Florence  E.  Col- 
lins, late  of  Chicago,  but  now  of  Austin,  Secretary. 


PHYSICIANS'  MUTUAL  BENEFIT  ASSOCIATION  OF  TEXAS-PAYMENT  OF 
SECOND  DEATH-BENEFIT. 


Office  Phys.  Mut.  Benefit  Ass'n  of  Texas, 
Austin,  Texas,  Sept.  6,  1886. 
Mrs.  Inda  Sayres,  care  Dr.  A.  Garwood,  Bastrop,  Texas. 

Dear  Madam: — As  Secretary  of  the  Physicians'  Mutual  Benefit 
Association  of  Texas,  it  becomes  my  pleasing  duty  to  hand  you 
herewith,  Messrs.  Raymond  &  Co's.  sight  draft  on  New  York  for 
One  Hundred  and  Nine  Dollars; — the  same  being  the  full 
amount  paid  into  this  office  under  assessment  on  the  entire  mem- 
bership, for  the  benefit  of  Certificate  No.  89,  which  was  held  by 
your  late  husband — our  lamented  brother,  Dr.  David  Sayres. 
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I  beg  you  to  accept  this  little  sum  as  a  free  will  offering  from  our 
small,  but  devoted,  brotherhood  of  physicians;  and,  at  the  same 
time,  please  receive  our  assurance  of  sincere  sympathy  in  your  sad 
bereavement,  and  believe  me 

Very  truly  and  respectfully  yours, 

F.  E.  Daniel,  M.  D., 
Secretary  and  Treasurer  P.  M.  B.  A. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  those  who  paid  the  assessment  for  the 
above  fund.  Out  of  a  membership  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-one 
at  the  time  of  Dr.  Sayres'  death,  twelve  failed  to  respond  to  the  call, 
notwithstanding  they  had  a  second  notice,  at  the  end  of  thirty  days? 
and  an  extension  of  twenty  days.  Those  twelve  are  suspended  from 
the  Order.  We  are  ashamed  to  say  that  amongst  them  are  some 
very  well  known,  prominent  physicians; — and  we  do  not  know  how 
to  account  for  it. 


F.  E.  Daniel, 

R.  M.  Swearingen, 

J.  M.  Litten, 

W.  P.  Burts, 

R.  H.  Day, 

J.  H.  McClintock, 

H.  C.  Ghent, 

J.  B.  Duchiene, 

S.  J.  Fox, 

S.  W.  Shoalars, 

J.  W.  Dupree, 

J.  H.  E.  Powell, 

Geo.  Cupples, 

F.  Herf, 

D.  V.  Spring, 
S.  F.  Starley, 
H.  W.  Brown, 
R.  G.  Williams, 
C.  E.  R.  King, 
M.  A.  Taylor, 

J.  W.  McLaughlin, 
A.  R.  Kilpatrick, 
F.  A.  Tompkins, 
J.  T.  Webb, 
R.  W.  Reid, 

E.  S.  Tidwell, 
W.  A.  Morris, 
J.  M.  Ross, 
H.  H.  Thorp, 


J.  P.  Coffey, 
W.  F.  Buck, 
J.  M.  Matthews, 
M.  D.  Sterrett, 
F.  T.  Paine, 
M.  M.  Myers, 

B.  E.  Hadra, 
W.  M.  Powell, 
L.  H.  .Hardy, 
O.  C.  Weller, 
J.  W.  Daniel, 
A.  D.  Paulus, 
J.  M.  Ball, 
W.  T.  Strain, 
A.  M.  Hill, 
T.  J.  Bennett, 

C.  C.  Francis, 

J.  A.  Throckmorton. 
J.  R.  Scales, 
J.  R.  Keating, 
J.  E.  Mayfield, 
T.  J.  Murph, 
A.  D.  Tinsley, 
C.  M.  Harrison, 
W.  G.  Jamison, 
F.  R.  Martin, 
R.  S.  Gregg, 
J.  M.  Lewis, 
T.  M.  Wilson, 


J.  W.  Fennell, 
E.  P.  Becton, 
Q.  A.  Shuford, 
J.  Rowland, 
T.  S.  Burk, 
J.  H.  Bowers, 
A.  S.  Patten, 
A.  Patten, 
Jos.  Greer, 
M.  R.  Denman, 
R.  Leming, 
R.  P.  Talley, 
J.  A.  Denson, 
C.  A.  Danforth, 
S.  F.  Styles, 
W.  H.  Wilkes, 
A.  M.  Womack, 
W.  J.  Dupre, 
C.  Sams, 
H.  M.  Rather, 
J.  H.  T.  King, 
R.  Westmoreland, 
T.  J.  Watlington, 
T.  G.  May, 
A.  Welch, 
Jos.  Getzwiller, 
S.  A.  Stone, 
J.  T.  Foster, 
W.  A.  McGee, 
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J.  H.  Evans, 
J.  T.  Y.  Jamison, 
J.  K.  Fraser, 
W.  T.  Boyd, 
J.  T.  Field, 
A.  Wagymar, 
W.  Gluver, 

W.  L.  Kirksey. 
Total,  109. 

We  are  pleased  to  report  the  addition  of  twenty-one  new  mem- 
bers since  the  date  of  Dr.  Sayres'  death,  July  2nd — making  at  this 
date  one  hundred  and  thirty  members  in  good  standing. 


J.  M.  Hons, 
A.  N.  Perkins, 
T.  C.  Osborn, 
F.  C.  Ford, 
Q.  C.  Smith, 
W.  H.  Lancaster, 
S.  A.  Towsey, 


R.  A.  Taylor, 
J.  B.  Stinson, 
A.  W.  Fly, 
J.  E.  Kirkley, 
J.  M.  Frey, 
A.  S.  Wolff, 
M.  F.  Wakefield, 


-DITORIAL  NOTES 


I* 


Dr.  Frank  Hastings  Hamilton,  who  died  recently,  is  the  last 
of  the  great  trio  of  American  surgeon-physicians,  whose  life  and 
labors  distinguished  the  present  era — Gross,  Flint  and  Hamilton. 


Yellow  Fever  was  officially  declared  in  New  Orleans  September 
1st.  State  Health  Officer  Swearingen,  of  Texas,  went  over  to  in- 
vestigate, and,  we  presume,  quaratine  against  New  Orleans  will  be 
immediately  declared. 


Transplantation  of  a  Rabbit's  EYE.-The  New  E?igland  Medical 
Monthly  says  that  Dr.  N.  O.  Bradford,  of  Boston,  has  a  second 
time  successfully  performed  the  operation  of  transplanting  a  rab- 
bit's eye  into  the  orbit  of  a  man.  This  makes  in  all,  as  far  as  re- 
ported, six  cases  where  the  attempt  has  been  made,  and  Dr.  Brad- 
ford— an  American  surgeon — is  the  only  one  who  has  succeeded, 
and  he  has  performed  the  very  extraordinary  operation  successfully 
twice.  Altho'  vision  was  not  expected  in  the  transplanted  eye? 
says  the  New  England  Medical  Monthly,  the  patient  obtained  a 
very  satisfactory  artificial  eye. 


The  Texas  Courier  Record  of  Medicine,  our  sprightly  and 
enterprising  neighbor,  has  removed  to  Dallas.  We  are  much  pleased 
to  note  a  great  improvement  in  the  typographical  execution  of  the 


126 


DANIEL'S  TEXAS  MEDICAL  JOURNAL. 


journal,  and  in  its  general  appearance  and  get  up.  We  wish  our 
friends,  the  two  big  B's  every  success. 


Scientific  Intolerance. — "How  can  there  be  such  a  question  as 
Science  versus  Religion  ?  Both  are  supposed  to  be  expressions  of 
great  truths,  and  though  we  may  not  at  first  sight  recognize  the  har- 
mony of  separate  presentation,  yet  if  they  be  not  falsities,  eav,h  is 
compatible,  the  one  with  the  other.  But  if  any  man  attempts  an 
appeal  to  bigotry  and  prejudice  when  a  new  scientific  theory  is 
broached,  and  endeavors  to  forestall  a  candid  examination  by  de- 
nouncing it  as  not  in  harmony  with  any  formulated  creed,  whether 
of  revealed  religion  or  practical  knowledge,  he  is  reviving  the  me- 
thods of  the  old  inquisition,  which  gave  to  Galileo  the  choice  be- 
tween recantation  and  the  stake.  Creeds  are  but  the  work  of  men, 
and  in  the  light  of  further  knowledge  even  the  best  may  be  found 
defective. 

It  is  always  easier  to  create  a  prejudice  against  an  argument  by 
branding  it  heterodox,  than  carefully  to  examine  into  its  merits  or 
demerits.  But  in  the  name  of  all  that  is  consistent,  why  should 
political  or  religious  questions  enter  into  the  consideration  of  strict- 
ly scientific  subjects  ?  If  the  theories  be  true  they  cannot  but  har- 
monize with  religious  truth,  and  if  they  be  false  that  must  appear 
upon  an  examination.  The  aim  of  professional  societies  is  sup- 
posed to  be  the  elimination  of  extraneous  matter,  and  the  bringing 
to  light  of  scientific  facts,  no  matter  what  particular  creed  or  party 
or  faction  may  fancy  itself  prejudiced  thereby,  What  matters  it, 
what  political  party  or  religious  sect  a  man  may  belong  to  if  he  re- 
veals to  us  new  teachings  of  science?  Is  there  not  even  one  place 
where  men  of  all  creeds  can  meet  on  common  ground,  and  intelli- 
gently discuss  scientific  and  professional  questions  without  engag- 
ing in  personal,  political,  or  religious  polemics?  This  branding  of 
men  as  dangerous  creatures  because  they  do  not  subscribe  to  some  other- 
man's  dogma,  is  unworthy  those  who  are  searching  after  truth.  [Ital 
ours.  Ed.]  What  man  possesses  a  creed  which  all  other  classes  of 
men  will  pronounce  orthodox?  It  is  every  man's  privilege  to  stand 
up  stoutly  for  his  political  or  religious  belief  when  it  is  attacked, 
but  it  is  despicable  to  appeal  to  sectarian  or  party  prejudice  to  pre- 
vent the  consideration  of  scientific  theories  in  a  professional  meet- 
ing."— Editorial,  Independent  Practitioner. 
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The  above  expresses  our  ideas  so  fully  on  certain  points,  now  en- 
gaging the  attention  of  our  own  profession,  that  we  produce  it  al- 
most entire. 

We  hold  that  science  and  religion  are  not  antagonistic,  but  on 
the  contrary,  prove  each  other  ;  and  we  believe  that  the  apparent 
inconsistencies — for  they  are  only  imaginary — will  be  cleared  up, 
and  reconciled,  in  the  light  of  better  knowledge — as  man  "advances 
in  intellectual  development." 

But,  we  repeat  what  we  said  on  a  former  occasion,  the  discussion 
of  religious  beliefs,  is  "out  of  place  before  a  medical  association." 

"A  notable  Address." — Dr.  Merryman  says  Dr.  Billings'  ad- 
dress was  not — able  in  one  respect  ;  it  was  very  weak.  Malaria 
did  it. 


Saccharine — verv  ! — It  is  claimed  that  a  substance  has  been 
discovered,  a  principle  of  coal  tar,  which  is  two  hundred  and 
thirty  seven  times  sweeter  than  cane  sugar. 

Our  Dr.  Merryman  says  he  is  acquainted  with  something  just 
two  hundred  and  thirty  seven  thousand  times  sweeter  than  sacch- 
arine.   It  is  also  a  "principal" — and  her  name  is  Cather — ine  ! 


A  Member  of  Congress,  from  the  West,  received  the  following 
from  one  of  his  constituents  :  "  Dear  Sir,  my  children  have  been  af- 
flicted with  scabs  all  winter,  and  the  medicine  given  them  by  the 
doctor  here  does  not  seem  to  do  them  any  good.  I  see  by  the  pa- 
pers that  there  are  some  very  fine  doctors  in  Washington  connected 
with  the  Government,  and  if  it  does  not  cost  too  much  I  wish  you 
would  ask  them  what  is  good  for  the  scabs,  and  write  me  by  return 
mail.  " — Exchange. 

We  learn  by  special  from  Washington  that  the  Congressman  re- 
ferred the  case  to  Dr.  Jno.  S.  Billings,  U.  S.  A. — as  being  the 
finest  of  the  "  fine  doctors  connected  with  the  Government,"  and  an 
authority  on  "  scabs."  This  is  in  keeping  with  the  eternal  fitness 
of  things.  Billings — the  "  exception  to  the  rule  "  having  been 
raised  in  the  West,  and  having  carried  all  the  science  out  of  that 
section  when  he  removed  to  Washington,  is,  in  a  measure,  respon- 
sible for  this  boy's  case.  (See  "  Malarial  Map.") — The  writer,  when 
he  says,  "I  see  by  the  papers,"  evidently  had  read  that  British  ad- 
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dress — how  else  would  he  know  that  the  "fine  doctors  are  connected 
with  the  Government  ?" 


Mr.  E.  T.  Cook,  brother  of  Dr.  F.  T.  Cook  of  Taylor,  died  at 
his  home  in  Williamson  Co.,  August  4,  of  typhoid  fever. 

Dr.  W.  F.  Sharpe  of  Milano  is  a  candidate  for  representative 
in  the  next  legislature. 


Dr.  T.  J.  Wilson,  assistant  physician  at  the  Insane  Asylum  at 
Austin,  has  resigned,  and  will  return  to  Sherman,  his  old  home. 


Dr.  T.  J.  Bennett,  of  Austin,  has  received  the  appointment  of 
1st  Assistant  Physician  to  the  State  Insane  Asylum,  vice  Wilson 
resigned. 


A  Whisper  to  our  Friends. — We  know  that  times  are  hard  and 
money  scarce  in  the  country.  Although  our  terms  are  $2,  payable 
in  advance,  and  notwithstanding  it  takes  money  to  run  the 
Journal,  we  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  pressing  our  sub- 
scribers ;  certainly  not  as  making  it  an  alternative  to  pay  or  stop. 
While  we  will  be  very  thankful  for  all  favors  in  the  way  of  advance 
subscriptions,  and  we  ask  those  who  can,  conveniently,  do  so,  to  re- 
mit, we  will  cheerfully  extent  time  to  all  who  desire  it — who  desire 
to  continue  the  Journal,  but  are  not  prepared  just  now  to  pay  for 
it.  Drop  us  a  card  and  a  memorandum  will  be  made  opposite 
your  name,  to  await  your  convenience. 


Preferring  to  the  excellent  article  on  "  Gunshot  Wounds  of  the 
Spinal  Column,"  the  last  paper  (but  one)  written  by  the  lamented 
Dr.  Burt, — and  which  is  published  in  this  number  of  the  Journal? 
it  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  he  left  no  key  to  the  cuts  represent- 
ing the  injured  vertebrae; — the  cuts  were  ordered,  but  only  arrived 
after  his  death.  This  detracts  greatly  from  the  value  of  the  con- 
tribution. 


It  Beats  the  Deck! — The  Texas  Courier  Record  of  Medicine  and 
Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal  club  for  $3.00 !  Address  either 
office.    Time  limited. 
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Obstinate  Constipation. — I  have  a  patient,  a  man  who  has  been 
constipated  four  years,  has  called  upon  all  the  physicians  in  the 
place,  neither  have  benefitted  him,  never  having  had  an  action 
upon  the  bowels  oftener  than  six  to  eight  days.  He  is  now  taking 
the  Acid  Mannate  in  small  doses  daily,  keeping  his  bowels  free.  I 
have  a  lady  patient  who  is  suffering  with  a  uterine  trouble,  and  has 
periodical  nervous  sick  headache  (I  think  solely  dependent  upon 
the  uterine  troubles);  she  is  also  constipated.  I  have  her  upon  the 
Acid  Mannate;  she,  as  well  as  myself,  is  pleased  with  its  effect;  her 
headaches  are  not  so  frequent  or  severe. 

Columbus,  Kan.  E.  A.  Scott,  M.  D. 


Dr.  John  Tanner,  of  London,  says:  "I  am  fully  convinced 
that  there  is  no  other  preparation  that  contains  such  nutritive  prop- 
erties for  the  rapid  production  of  healthy  structure  in  the  child  as 
Mellin's  Food.  I  therefore  always  recommend  it  in  preference  to 
any  other  kind  of  diet." 

Mellin's  Food  has  been  so  long  in  our  midst,  and  its  sterling 
worth  is  so  thoroughly  known,  that  little  remains  to  be  said;  it  has 
established  an  enviable  reputation,  second  to  none  in  preparations 
of  its  kind. 


Charles  Truax  &  Co.,  Chicago. — We  invite  attention  of  our 
readers  to  the  advertisement  of  Chas.  Truax  &  Co.,  the  famous  In- 
strument dealers  of  Chicago,  to  be  found  in  our  advertisement 
pages.  It  was  once  thought  that  New  York  was  the  center  of  the 
western  hemisphere  and  that  nothing — especially  surgical  instru- 
ments, could  be  had  elsewhere.  But  since  railroads  have  developed 
the  country,  rival  cities  are  successfully  competing  for  Southern 
trade.  This  is  particularly  true  as  to  surgical  instruments  and  cer- 
tain pharmaceuticals.  Chicago  is  getting  to  be  as  much  a  medical 
center  as  New  York.  The  American  Medical  Association  will 
meet  there  next  April.  "\Ye  ask  you  to  acquaint  yourself  with  the 
prices  and  instruments  of  this  leading  house — and  it  will  be  to  your 
advantage.    Please  mention  this  Journal. 


The  Cooper  Medical  College  of  San  Francisco,  was  the  first 
Medical  College  established  on  the  Pacific  slope.  It  has  a  world- 
wide reputation,  and  its  graduates  are  admitted,  on  application,  to 
the  Universities  of  Berlin  and  Glasgow,  and  to  the  Royal  College 
of  Surgeons  of  London,  which  is  the  extent  of  recognition  accorded 
by  these  celebrated  educational  bodies  to  any  College  in  the  United 
States.    The  Cooper  Medical  College  has  a  very  high  standard, 
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and  requires  three  courses.  The  lectures  are  held  in  the  summer 
and  fall — the  most  appropriate  seasons  in  that  climate  for  the  study 
of  medicine.  The  heat  is  never  oppressive  or  enervating,  but 
the  bracing  summer  winds  induce  to  mental  activity ;  while  the 
dryness  of  the  atmosphere  prevents  decomposition — thus  favoring 
dissection.  The  session  lasts  from  June  to  November,  with  a  two 
weeks  vacation  in  August. 

Our  Texas  student  are  reminded  that  the  penetration  of  railroads 
across  the  continent  has  rendered  San  Francisco  as  accessible  as 
Philadelphia,  and  the  journey  is  made  in  luxuriant  palace  cars  in  a 
few  hours  through  the  beautiful  plains  and  valleys  of  West  Texas 
and  New  Mexico.  How  delightful  to  spend  the  summers  in  the 
land  of  gold  and  of  golden  fruits,  in  the  most  delightful  climate  in 
the  world  !  while  preparing  ones  self  for  the  practice  of  medicine. 
It  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  our  advertising  pages  that  the  Coop- 
er Medical  College  is  now  a  candidate  for  the  Texas  patronage, 
and  we  advise  all  who  are  interested  to  carefully  consider  the 
claims  of  this  famous  College  before  deciding  where  to  attend  lec- 
tures. Prof.  Henry  Gibbons,  jr.,  Dean,  920  Polk  street,  San  Fran- 
cisco, will  be  pleased  to  send  catalogue  on  applicrtion.  Mention 
Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 


J.  Lindsav  Porteuos,  M.  D.,  F.  R.  C.  S.  M.  R.  C.  P.  Ed. 

In  the  April  No.  of  the  Edinburgh  Medical  Journal  says  : 

Of  late  there  has  been  a  great  influx  of  new  drugs,  some  of  great 
value,  others  of  little  or  no  use.  Where  a  medical  man  has  an  ex- 
tensive practice,  consisting  of  rural  and  urban  patients,  he  has  am- 
ple opportunity  of  testing  the  effects  of  drugs,  as  the  varieties  of 
disease  that  come  under  his  notice  are  great;  and  although  his 
means  of  watching  the  actions  of  drugs  are  not  so  good  as  in  hos- 
pital practice,  yet  a  good  deal  can  be  done  if  he  cares  to  take  a 
little  trouble  to  "  take  notes." 

The  following  is  one  which  has  been  used  for  some  time  by  my 
colleague  (Dr.  Proudfoot)  and  myself,  and  I  give  the  results : 

Bromidia. — About  eighteen  months  ago  a  friend  of  mine  from 
America  told  me  of  the  wonderful  effects  of  a  medicine,  much  used 
in  the  States,  called  Bromidia.  According  to  the  makers,  it  is  com- 
posed of  chloral  hydrate,  15  gr.;  potassium  bromide,  15  gr.;  extract 
of  cannabis  indica,  }i  gr.;  and  extract  of  hyoscyamus,  ]/%  gr.  I 
obtained  some,  and  have  ordered  it  regularly  for  over  a  year;  and 
have  found  it  excellent  in  the  pain  of  rheumatism,  pneumonia,  and 
cancer;  also  in  the  sleeplessness  of  scarlatina  and  alcoholism.  It 
has  never  failed  me  in  procuring  sleep,  without  the  disagreeable 
dreams  and  after-effects  of  opium.  The  dose  is  ^  to  1  dram  every 
hour  till  sleep  is  procured.  I  have  also  found  it  of  much  service  in 
cases  of  tonsillitis,  used  as  a  gargle  with  glycerine  and  carbolic 
acid 
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Ozoniferous  Essences  as  Antiseptics. — Listerine  possesses 
essential  properties  analogous  in  their  effects  to  the  ozoniferous 
ethers  so  highly  recommended  by  Dr.  Benjamin  Ward  Richardson 
and  others  as  deodorizers  and  disinfectants  for  the  sick-room,  and 
should  be  used  in  the  same  way — sprinkled  over  handkerchiefs, 
garments,  and  the  bed-linen  of  fever  cases.  Mantegazza,  "  On  the 
Action  of  Essences  and  Flowers  in  the  Production  of  Atmospheric 
Ozone,  and  on  their  Hygienic  Utility."  {Rendiconti  del  Reale  In- 
stitute* Lombardo,  vol.  iii.,  fasc.  vi.),  as  quoted  by  Fox  on  Ozone,  re- 
ports that  the  disciples  of  Empedocles  were  not  in  error  when  they 
planted  aromatic  and  balsamic  herbs  as  preventatives  of  pestilence. 
He  contends  that  a  large  quantity  of  ozone  is  discharged  by  odor- 
iferous flowers,  and  that  flowers  destitute  of  perfume  do  not  produce 
it.  Cherry-laurel,  clove,  lavender,  mint,  lemon,  fennel,  etc.,  are 
plants  which  develop  ozone  largely  on  exposure  to  the  sun's  rays. 
Among  flowers,  the  narcissus,  heliotrope,  hyacinth,  and  mignonette 
are  conspicuous  ;  and  of  perfumes  similarly  exposed,  eau-de- 
cologne,  oil  of  bergamot,  extract  of  millefleurs,  essence  of  lavender, 
and  some  aromatic  tinctures.  He  also  points  out  that  the  oxida- 
tion of  the  essential  oils,  such  as  nutmeg,  aniseed,  thyme,  pepper- 
mint, etc.,  are  convenient  sources  of  ozone,  and  concludes  that  the 
ozoniferous  properties  of  flowers  reside  in  their  essences,  the  most 
ozoniferous  yielding  the  largent  amount  of  ozonce.  It  is  of  such 
aromatic  essences  that  Listerine  is  composed,  and  hence  its  efficacy 
under  the  circumstances  indicated. — The  Sanitarian,  Nov.  1885. 


Quinine  Pills. — The  analysis  of  Warner  &:  Co.'s  Quinine  Pills 
by  Professor  Genth,  of  The  University  of  Pennsylvania,  confirms 
those  made  by  Professor  Coblentz,  also  of  Professor  Trimble,  of  the 
Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy.  Samples  were  obtained  and 
used  as  stated  by  Professor  Trimble.  A  careful  examination  of  the 
Sulphate  of  Quinine  including  an  assay  of  water  of  crystallization 
is  made  in  connection  with  every  lot  used  by  this  house,  so  as  to 
merrit  the  confidence  of  the  physicians  throughout  the  country, 
who  should  be  careful  to  specify  our  make.  There  is  no  sub-coat- 
ing of  shellac,  collodion,  glue,  or  any  other  material  used.  The 
coating  will  dissolve,  when  the  pill  is  suspended  in  water,  in  a  per- 
iod of  three  minutes,  and  the  substance  of  the  pill  in  30  minutes 
longer,  thus  presenting  a  more  soluble  pill  than  a  ready-made  Qui- 
nine Pill  without  coating  or  with  other  coating.  Our  make  of  Pill 
Podohpylili,  Sugar-Coated,  will  dissolve  as  quickly  or  more  so  than 
the  same  pill  issued  by  others  without  quoating.  These  things  are 
mentioned  as  plain  facts,  which  any  one  can  verify,  and  to  possi- 
tively  establish  reliability  of  this  brand  cf  Pills,  in  the  manner  of 
which  Messrs.  Warner  &  Co.  have  applied  an  experience  of  thirty 
years. — {Exchange?) 
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AN  OBSCURE  CASE  CF  PERI-UTERINE  CELLULITIS. 


Mistaken  for  Pregnancy  of  Three  or  Four  Months'  Duration 
witlq  Remarks  on  Diagnosis  and  Treatment. 


By  W.  C.  Fisher,  M.  D.,  Galveston. 
[For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal.] 

T~>  W.,  age  22  years,  nativity  Wisconsin,  called  at  my 
office  July  2,  1886,  about  3  p.  m.,  with  the  following 
history  :  Mother  of  two  children.  The  first  was  born  when 
she  was  seventeen  years  old  ;  the  second,  two  3rears  later. 
Both  labors  were  normal.  Has  had  two  abortions  induced, 
in  what  manner  I  am  unable  to  state.  There  was  only  two 
months  interval  between  the  abortions.  She  was  anaemic, 
and  presented  the  appearance  ot  one  who  had  suffered,  both 
mentally  and  physically.  Her  statement  was,  that  for  the 
past  three  wreeks  she  had  been  flooding  a  good  deal;  had 
pains  resembling  labor  pains,  and  her  womb  was  open.  On 
inquiry,  I  ascertained  that  she  was  of  the  opinion  that  she 
was  pregnant,  and  had  introduced  a  pen-holder  into  the 
uterus  and  worked  it  around  with  considerable  force,  untiL 
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(she  said  that)  there  was  a  faint  feeling  and  some  nausea. 
I  ordered  her  a  prescription  containing  ergot,  viburnum, 
bromide  of  potassium  and  morphia,  a  combination  which  I 
have  found  very  useful  in  cases  presenting  similar  symptoms. 
In  addition  to  this  I  prescribed  rest  in  the  recumbent  pos- 
ture. I  was  sent  for  the  next  evening,  and  found  her  suffer- 
ing with  prJns  similar  to  the  wagging  pains  of  the  first  stage 
of  labor.  On  digital  examination,  I  found  the  vagina  and 
adnexa  rather  warmer  than  normal,  but  .not  unduly  sensitive 
to  touch.  The  uterus  was  slightly  prolapsed,  and  the  exter- 
nal os  was  sufficiently  patulous  to  admit  the  index  finger  up 
to  the  first  joint:  and  in  Douglass'  cul-de-sac  there  was  a 
hard  mass  the  size  of  an  orange,  which,  on  pressure,  pro- 
duced scarcely  any  pain.  From  this,  I  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that  there  was  a  foetus  in  the  uterus  which 
was  very  anxious  to  come  cut.  Whether  it  had 
been  destroyed  by  the  rough  treatment  it  had  had,  or 
was  still  alive,  I  was  unable  to  determine,  she  not  being- 
far  enough  advanced  ia  pregnancy  to  hear  the  fcetal  heart.  I 
ordered  powdered  opium,  in  grain  doses,  every  two  hours, 
until  the  pain  was  relieved,  and  impressed  upon  her  the 
importance  of  keeping  perfectly  quiet.  I  called  the  next 
morning  and  found  her  free  of  fever,  and  was  told  that  she 
spent  a  comfortable  night,  and  that  she  was  feeling  much 
better  in  every  respect.  I  left  instructions  for  her  to  keep 
quiet  and  take  no  medicine  unless  the  pain  returned.  Late 
that  evening  I  was  sent  for,  and  found  her  suffering  so  much 
pain  that  1  was  forced  to  give  opium  freely.  Up  to  this  time 
there  had  been  no  fever.  Her  symptoms  and  physical  signs 
not  changing  for  the  better,  I  felt  assured  that  the  foetus 
was  dead,  and,  if  not,  her  condition  was  such  that  the  induc- 
tion of  labor  was  justifiable.  In  this,  my  friend,  Dr.  Samp- 
son, agreed  with  me,  and  gave  most  valuable  assistance 
throughout  the  case.  I  first  tried  to  introduce  a  Simpson's 
sound,  but  after  several  ineffectual  attempts  I  desisted.  I 
...hen,  after  patient  trial,  introduced  a  Sims'  sound,  which 
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bent  at  the  half  of  a  circle  posteriorly — (the  depth  was  about 
three  inches).  Dr.  Sampson  then  drew  the  uterus  well  down 
with  a  tenaculum,  and  introduced  a  pair  of  long  uterine 
dressing  forceps,  and  gave  the  os  a  good  stretching.  The 
patient  was  left  some  morphia  and  ordered  ergot  pretty  freely, 
and  hot  vaginal  irrigations.  That  evening,  late,  I  found  her 
with  some  fever,  and  right  well  under  the  influence  of  the 
anodyne.  The  next  evening  the  fever  had  disappeared,  and 
on  vaginal  examination,  the  parts  were  normal  to  touch,  and 
if  anything,  the  external  os  less  patulous  than  it  was  prior  to 
the  stretching. 

Her  condition  remaining  about  the  same  for  four  days,  and 
nothing  escaping  from  the  uterus  in  the  shape  of  a  foetus, 
and  she  being  very  anxious  to  have  the  womb  relieved  of  its 
contents,  I  had  her  thoroughly  anaesthetized,  and  then  intro- 
duced a  uterine  dilator.  After  this  I  carried  quite  a  large 
piece  of  anti-septic  cotton  well  into  the  uterus,  and  let  it 
remain.  When  the  patient  recovered  from  the  effects  of  the 
chloroform,  I  ordered  the  free  use  of  ergot,  in  the  hope  that 
it  would  increase  the  action  of  the  uterus,  and  expel  the  mass 
through  the  dilated  os.  I  also  ordered  frequent  hot  anti- 
septic injections.  In  a  few  hours  after  performing  this  oper- 
tion,  the  pulse  ran  up  to  about  120,  and  the  temperature  to 
103  1-2  ;  but,  under  the  influence  of  large  doses  of  quinine 
and  opium,  I  soon  brought  it  down  two  degrees.  In  abou 
thirty-six  hours,  there  being  quite  a  fetid  odor  in  the  womb, 
which  evidently  originated  in  the  uterus,  I  removed  the 
pledget  of  cotton,  and,  to  my  surprise,  a  large  quantity  of 
fetid  pus  escaped.  There  must  have  been  from  one-half  pint 
to  a  pint.  At  first  I  thought  that  it  was  due  to  decomposition 
of  the  foetus,  but  when  I  called  the  next  day,  I  found  her 
free  of  fever,  and  on  examination,  the  hard  mass  in  Douglass' 
cul-de-sac  had  diminished  a  great  deal ;  then,  for  the  first 
time,  I  recognized  my  case  as  one  of  -periuterine  cellulitis, 
with  the  opening  of  the  abscess  into  the  uterus,  instead  of  a 
case  of  pregnancy.    Under  the  influence  of  a  gentle  tonic 
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and  hot  injections,  she  made  a  rapid  and  uninterrupted 
recovery. 

She  then  told  me  that  she  felt  pretty  sure  that  she  passed 
the  foetus  before  coming  to  my  office,  but  that,  not  being 
certain,  she  wished  to  deceive  me,  in  the  hope  that  I  could 
remove  it  if  it  still  remained.  The  cause  of  the  cellulitis  was 
undoubtedly  the  means  which  she  used  to  induce  the  abortion. 

REMARKS. 

Dr.  Thomas,  in  his  most  excellent  work,  says:  "The 
diseases  with  which  cellulitis  may  be  confounded,  are : 
Fibrous  tumors,  hematocele,  pelvic  peritonitis  and  early  -preg-  I 
nancy y  He  gives  the  following  symptoms :  Chill,  increased 
thermometric  range,  pain,  fever,  dysuria,  metrorrhagia.  He 
further  says:  "But  he  who  awaits  these  symptoms  for  diag- 
nosis, will  be  led  into  many  errors  of  omission,  for  subacute 
cases  very  generally,  and  acute  cases  sometimes,  fully  develop 
themselves  without  them."  He  says:  "All  cases  maybe 
brought  under  three  heads  as  to  severity  of  symptoms:  ist. 
Cases  accompanied  by  chill,  fever,  pain,  and  the  ordinary 
signs  of  inflammation.  2d.  Those  accompanied  by  pain 
without  chill  or  fever.  3d.  Those  marked  by  scarcely  any 
symptoms,  except  extreme  feebleness  and  some  sense  of 
pulsation,  and  weight  about  the  pelvis,  with  hectic  fever 
towards  evening." 

In  another  place,  in  regard  to  the  escape  of  the  purulent  | 
matter,  he  says:  "rst.  Through  the  abdominal  walls  or 
saphenous  openings.  2d.  Through  the  pelvic  viscera,  blad- 
der, rectum,  vagina,  urethra,  or  uterus  (italics  mine).  3d. 
Through  floor  of  the  pelvis,  near  the  anus.  4th.  Through 
the  pelvic  foramina,  obturator,  or  sacro-ischiatic.  5th. 
Through  pelvic  roof  into  the  peritoneal  cavity." 

He  also  says,  "  The  most  frequent  channels  of  evacuation 
are  the  vagina  and  rectum,  in  the  non-puerperal  form,  and 
probably  the  abdominal  walls  in  the  puerperal,  or,  at  least* 
the  results  of  Dr.  McClintock's  carefully  noted  cases  would 
lead  us  to  believe  so.    In  thirty-seven  puerperal  cases  treated 
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by  him,  which  ended  in  suppuration,  twenty  abscesses  dis- 
charged in  the  iliac  regions,  two  above  the  pubes,  one  in  the 
inguinal  region,  and  one  beside  the  anus.  Of  the  remaining 
thirteen,  six  were  discharged  per  vaginam,  five  per  anum, 
and  two  burst  into  the  bladder." 

My  object  in  reporting  this  case,  is  because  I  think  my 
error  in  diagnosis  was  perfectly  justifiable,  and  because  it 
presents  several  interesting  features.  My  reasons  for  think- 
ing the  error  in  diagnosis  justifiable,  are  the  following: 

1.  The  history  as  given  by  the  patient,  and  the  large 
mass  in  the  cul-de-sac  of  Douglass,  together  with  the  patu- 
lous condition  of  the  os,  the  peculiar  pains  which  were  simi- 
lar to  labor  pains,  and  the  hemorrhage.  These  symptoms, 
surely,  are  very  suggestive  of  an  impending  or  threatened 
miscarriage . 

2.  The  absence  of  a  marked  chill,  which  generally  ushers 
in  a  case  of  cellulitis. 

3.  No  rise  of  temperature,  save  that  which  followed  oper- 
ative measures. 

4.  There  was  no  dysuria,  which  is  generally  quite  well 
marked  in  cellulitis. 

5.  There  was  metrorrhagia,  which  is  generally  a  marked 
symptom  of  cellulitis  :  but,  on  the  other  hand,  is  it  not  the 
rule,  with  scarcely  an  exception,  that  we  have  hemorrhage 
in  a  case  of  abortion,  prior  to  the  expulsion  of  the  foetus? 

6.  On  digital  examination,  there  was  scarcely  any  undue 
heat  in  the  vagina  and  adjacent  organs,  and  in  cellulitis  there 
is  generally  quite  an  elevation  in  the  local  temperature. 
Neither  Was  there  undue  tenderness  on  pressure,  either  in 
the  vagina  or  against  the  mass,  while  in  cellulitis,  tenderness 
is  a  very  prominent  symptom. 

A  most  interesting  feature  in  this  case  is  the  discharge  of 
the  pus  through  the  uterus.  This  is,  indeed,  a  very  rare 
occurrence,  as  you  will  see  by  reference  to  the  quotations 
from  Dr.  Thomas,  which  I  have  given  above. 

Another  very  interesting  point  in  the  case  is,  that  my 
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patient  ever  survived  the  active  treatment  which  she  was  sub- 
jected to  while  suffering  with  cellulitis. 

If  this  case  will  be  of  interest  to  the  readers  of  the  Jour- 
nal, T  will  feel  fully  repaid  for  the  trouble  I  have  had  in 
preparing  it. 


THE  EXPERIENCE  OF  A  MEDICAL  EXPERT. 


By  E.  A.  Schmidt,  M.  D. 

[For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal.] 

TREADING  a  paper  on  "Expert  Testimony  and  Compensa- 
^\  tion"  in  a  late  Medical  Journal,  reminds  me  of  my  sad 
experience  as  an  expert  witness  in  a  rape  case,  which  hap- 
pened several  years  ago,  and  which  I  here  relate,  for  the 
purpose  of  contributing  my  share  in  bringing  about  a  change 
in  public  sentiment  and  thereby,  perhaps,  acting  upon  our 
law-makers  in  initiating  a  new  and  better  order  of  things. 

An  attempt  had  been  made  in  my  neighborhood — Austin 
County,  my  former  home — to  outrage  the  person  of  a  little 
girl  nine  vears  old,  on  her  way  home  from  school.  The  sup- 
posed perpetrator  had  been  "tracked,"  followed  and  arrested 
the  same  day,  at  the  county  seat,  ten  miles  from  the  scene 
of  action.  About  midnight  of  that  day  I  was  aroused  by  a 
deputy  sheriff,  and  commanded  to  at  once  proceed  to  the 
house  of  the  outraged  child's  parents,  and  there,  with  a  pro- 
fessional brother  of  an  adjoining  settlement,  to  examine  the 
injured  child — for  forensic  purposes.  I,  of  course,  unhesi- 
tatingly obeyed  the  order,  saddled  my  horse,  prepared 
myself  with  the  necessary  armamentarium,  and  after  an 
hour's  ride,  we  arrived  at  the  place  of  designation. 

After  having  finished  my  task,  my  companion  in  adversity, 
Dr.  E.  and  myself,  were  at  once  summoned  by  the  officer  to 
appear  the  next  day  at  Bellville,  the  county  seat,  ten  miles 
distant,  as  witnesses  in  a  preliminary  examination. 

At  Bellville  we  once  more  were  commanded  by  the  officiat- 
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ing  Justice  to  examine  the  child's  condition,  which  we  did. 
The  preliminary  judicial  proceedings  lasted  until  night,  and 
we  two  forcibly  made  witnesses  were  held  all  day  at  the 
county  seat,  of  course  at  our  expense,  and  to  the  detriment 
of   our  professional  duties  in  our  respective  districts. 

The  supposed  criminal  was  held  to  await  the  action  of  the 
grand  jury,  and  after  this  body  had  indicted  the  supposed, 
offender,  we,  forcibly  made  witnesses,  were  summoned  to 
appear,  as  is  customary  in  such  proceedings. 

This  time  two  days  were  abstracted  of  our  time,  and 
the  hotels  being  crowded,  expenses  running  up  quite  high. 

But  the  case  was  at  last  postponed.  At  the  next  term  of 
court  two  days  more  of  our  time  and  the  necessary  expenses 
were  incurred. 

The  jury  in  the  case  being  "  hung/'  it  naturally  came  up 
at  the  next,  but  was,  as  customary,  again  postponed;  our 
time  and  earnings,  at  these  trials  being  squandered  as  on 
former  occasions.  In  this  way  the  case  was  manipulated 
over  and  over  again. 

Meanwhile  I  had  removed  to  Schulenburg,  in  an  adjoining 
county.  Sometime  after  my  removal,  on  arriving  home  from 
a  long  professional  ride  in  the  country,  weary,  worn  out  and 
indisposed,  I  was  met  at  the  gate  by  an  officer  of  the  law 
who  presented  "attachment"  for  the  bod}'  of  one  F.  A. 
Schmidt.  I  was  formally  arrested,  and  in  company  of  a 
sheriff  summarily  put  on  board  of  the  midnight  train  and 
transported  to  Bellville — being  150  miles  distant  by  rail — 
where  again  court  was  in  session,  and  where  probably  my 
case  would  be  acted  upon. 

The  case  had,  however,  already  been  postponed,  and  I 
was  permitted  to  return  home,  but  not  before  "his  honor," 
the  District  Judge,  had  cited  me  before  him  in  open  court, 
and  had  placed  me  under  heavy  penalty — $500  bond — to 
insure  my  next  appearance,  and,  in  order,  as  "his  honor" 
remarked,  to  save  the  State  the  cost  of  attachment;  leaving 
me,  poor  victim,  suffering  for  having  spent  time,  money  and. 
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assiduity  in  learning  a  profession  which  entitled  the  State  to 
deal  with  me  as  though  it  was  a  felony  to  study  and  I  a  criminal 
who  deserved  punishment.  Being  thus  under  heavy  bond, 
it  became  necessary  on  my  part  to  watch  the  case  and  hold- 
ing myself  in  readiness  to  appear,  at  a  moment's  notice,  per- 
haps. Not  by  any  means.  I  had  been  summoned  three 
years  before,  and  our  statutes  do  not  require  a  second  notice 
of  the  re-convening  of  the  court.  I  had  to  keep  myself 
informed  as  best  I  could,  and  the  expensive  telegraph  had  to 
be  resorted  to  by  me,  so  as  to  receive  timely  notice  of  my 
required  presence.  In  short,  I  was  at  the  entire  pleasure  of 
the  judge  and  the  lawyers  concerned  in  the  case,  from  be- 
ginning to  end. 

The  case  was  at  last  dismissed,  and  your  humble  servant 
minus — not  to  count  loss  in  practice,  worry,  and  anxiety — 
over  two  hundred  dollars  cash  outlay,  for  which  I  received 
no  remuneration  whatever,  mv  ''expert*'  testimony  thrown  in. 

Such  has  been  my  experience  as  an  expert  witness,  forcible- 
made  such  by  command  of  officers  of  the  law.  I  could 
recount  a  number  of  similar  experiences  of  other  profes- 
sional brethren,  and  I  see  no  reason  why  they  should  not 
happen  to  this  day,  for  I  have  it  on  good  authority  that  all 
this  is  perfectly  legal.  Is  it,  then,  to  be  wondered  at  that 
I,  and  other  victims  of  the  blindfolded  goddess,  shun  expert 
cases  ever  since,  and  that  the  State  loses  our  services,  and 
justice  our  testimony,  whenever  me  can  devise  means,  proper 
or  improper — at  any  rate  demoralizing — to  defeat  the  courts 
in  trespassing  on  our  time,  knowledge,  purse,  and,  what  is 
worse,  on  our  personal  libertv?  Ought  such  intolerable  con- 
dition to  continue?  Should  the  State,  as  it  certainly  does, 
contribute  in  demoralizing  its  best  citizens  by  forcing  them, 
for  self-protection,  to  become  of  loose  veracity  and  reserved 
in  the  fulfillment  of  their  humanitarian  duties  f  I  should 
think  not,  and  the  sooner  our  law-makers  change  this  condi 
lion  of  things,  the  better  for  all  concerned. 

Schulenberg,  Texas. 
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CRANIOTOMY. 
Attempt  at  Irjdictmeqt  of  the  Atteqdin.g  P'qysiciaq, 

By  Peyton  Turner,  Af.  D. 
[For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal.] 

fflRS    B.,  aged  20,  primipara,  began  to  have  occasional 
slight  pains  on  the  9th  of  November  last.  The  case  had 
advanced  to  term,  and  on  the  10th  the  contractions  of  uterus 
increased  in  frequency  and  severity,  denoting  the  advent  of 
labor  nigh  at  hand.    At  12  m.  she  took  to  bed,  and  touch 
revealed  a  slightly  dilated  os.    Not  wishing  to  interfere  with 
the  uterine  contractions,  and  hoping  to  diminish  the  acuteness 
of  the  pains,  gave  chloral,  and  noted  the  dilation  as  it  pro- 
ceeded with  great  rapidity.    The  head  could  but  partially 
engage  after  complete  dilation,  and,  as  the  pains  now  were 
excruciating  and  frequent,  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
unaided  nature  was  inadequate  to  effect  delivery.  Conjoined 
manipulation  revealed  an  enormous  head,  but  I  was  at  a  loss 
to  know  whether  to  suspect  over-development  or  intra-uterine 
hydrocephalus.     Regarding  as  most  conservative,  to  first 
attempt  delivery  with  the  forceps,  I  made  use  of  the  Simp- 
son long  forceps,  but  in  this  I  was  unsuccessful.    I  have 
delivered  with  forceps  a  number  of  times,  and  this  was  the 
first  time  failure  attended  my  efforts.    After  fruitless  efforts 
to  engage  the  head,  I  withdrew  the  blades,  and  concluded  to 
wait  a  little  while  longer  on  nature.    The  pain  became  almost 
continuous,  and  of  such  severity  that  I  feared  a  rupture  of  the 
uterus  would  take  place.    Signs  of  exhaustion  began  to  show 
themselves,  and  now  relief  was  imperative,  or  my  patient 
would  perish.    Still  deferring  the  operation  of  cranioto  my, 
I  made  another  attempt  at  instrumental  delivery.    This  time 
I  was  successful  m  engaging  the  head,  but  the  disproportion 
was  such  that  I  was  soon  convinced  that  diminution  of  the 
size  of  the  head  offered  the   only  chance  of  safety  to  the 
mother.    Something  must  be  done,  and  the  patient's  condi- 
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tion,  by  this  time,  suggested  that  any  further  delay  would 
probably  prove  disastrous.  I  told  the  family  it  was  possible 
to  save  the  life  of  the  mother  by  sacrificing  the  child ;  con- 
sent being  obtained,  the  cranium  was  punctured,  and  a  gush 
"of  hydrocephalic  fluid  took  place;  then  I  made  traction  by 
the  forceps  (which  had  not  been  removed,)  and  brought 
the  head  down  to  the  inferior  strait.  The  head  was  not  suffi- 
ciently reduced,  however,  to  be  accommodated  at  the  inferior 
strait,  and  required  an  incision  through  which  I  removed  the 
cranial  contents,  then  compressed  the  head  and  completed 
delivery  by  the  forceps  at  about  5  o'clock.  The  placenta 
was  forced  into  the  vagina  in  due  time  and  was  removed  with 
the  hand;  I  also  administered  ergot.  I  have  failed  to  men- 
tion the  use  of  chloroform  from  time  to  time,  as  the  case 
demanded.  Antiseptic  injections  were  used  twice  daily  for 
eight  or  ten  days,  and  convalescence  was  rapid  so  far  as  par- 
turition was  concerned. 

The  second  night  following  labor,  the  patient  was  seized 
with  acute  dysentery,  and  doubting  the  propriety  of  beginning 
the  treatment  with  purgatives,  I  at  once  resorted  to  astrin- 
gents. This  complication  resisted  such  remedies  as  Dover's 
powder,  opium,  ipecacuanha,  carbolic  acid,  kino,  plumbic 
acetate,  ferric  and  cupric  sulphates,  etc.  A  strict  milk  diet 
only  was  allowed,  but  the  disease  ran  its  course. 

Certain  parties  inimical  to  my  welfare  sought  to  have  me 
indicted  ;  and  the  grand  jury  were,  from  duty,  bound  to  inves- 
tigate the  case.  They  did  not  examine  all  the  witnesses, 
however,  presuming,  no  doubt,  that  it  would  be  useless  to  try 
further  to  find  a  bill  of  indictment  against  me.  The  case  no 
doubt  had  been  grossly  misrepresented. 

As  to  the  justifiability  of  the  operation,  let  us  refer  to 
Playf air's  Obstetrics  a  moment  and  see  : 

Page  498 — "  Want  of  proportion  between  the  foetus  and 
the  pelvis,  depending  on  undue  size  of  the  head,  either 
natural  or  the  result  of  disease,  may  render  the  operation 
essential.    In  the  former  of  these  cases,  we  shall  generally 
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have  first  attempted  delivery  with  the  forceps,  and,  if  it  has 
failed,  there  can  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  propriety  of  lessening 
the  bulk  of  the  head  by  perforation." 

If  an  aperture  one  inch  in  diameter  would  admit  the  pas- 
sage of  a  solid  body  two  inches  in  diameter,  then  it  would 
be  possible  to  deliver  in  intro-uterine  hydrocephalic  cases 
without  any  great  regard  for  mechanical  rules  or  physical 
laws.  Such,  however,  would  be  contrary  to  reason,  and 
common  sense  would  suggest  a  diminution  of  the  size  of  the 
solid,  or  an  enlargement  of  the  aperture. 

In  speaking  of  the  treatment  of  these  hydrocephalic  cases, 
Playfair  says  it  4 'consists  in  tapping  the  head,  so  as  to  allow 
the  cranial  bones  to  collapse." 

We  would  infer  from  the  records  of  Celsus,  ^Etius  and 
Hippocrates,  that  the  operation  was  not  unknown  to  them, 
and  since  man  first  began  to  write  up  human  ailments,  it  is 
pretty  certain  that  there  is  not  a  civilized  race  on  the  globe 
who  do  not  regard  the  life  of  the  mother  as  paramount  to 
that  of  the  fcetus,  and  I  think  the  day  has  already  come, 
(and  been  with  us  some  time,  as  to  that,)  when  a  man  who 
would  set  with  folded  hands  and  let  the  parent  perish,  should 
be  held  criminally  responsible  for  the  same,  as  it  is  certain 
both  mother  and  child  would  perish  under  the  circumstances. 
Statistics  show  that  rupture  of  the  uterus  is  quite  likely  to 
occur  in  cases  of  hydrocephalus,  and  this,  of  itself,  is  a  suf- 
ficient guarantee  that  a  very  early  interference  is  necessary, 
and  if,  from  physical  signs,  we  conclude  the  child  already 
dead,  then  I  would  advise  the  interference  almost  at  the 
inception  of  labor,  or  as  soon  as  sufficient  dilation  had  taken 
place,  and  by  so  doing,  save  precious  lives  ;  notwithstanding 
we  may  run  the  risks  of  being  arraigned  before  a  tribunal  of 
justice,  through  malevolence  of  personal  enemies,  who  are 
on  the  lookout  for  some  way  to  injure  those  who  succeed 
where  they  fail. 

Abilene,  Texas,  August  6,  1886. 
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A  CASE  OF  HOUR-GLASS  CONTRACTION  AFTER  THE  THIRD 
STAGE  OF  LABOR, 

By  R.  W.  Shipper,  M.  D.,Bend,  Texas. 

[For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal.] 

T  WAS  called  to  wait  on  Mrs.  G.,in  labor  with  her  seventh 
child;   arrived  at  3  a.  m. ;  found  her  having  regular 
pains,  and  all  going  on  well.    At  5  a.  m.  she  was  delivered 
of  a  fine  female  child.    In  twenty  minutes  the  secundines 
were  brought  away  by  the  combined  methods  of  traction  and 
expression,  so  well  known  to  all  the  readers  of  this  article. 
Looking  well  to  the  condition  of  the  uterus,  and  attending 
to  other  duties  incident  upon  such  occasions,  I  took  my  seat, 
to  remain  the  length  of  time  thought  necessary.    In  about 
three-quarters  of  an  hour  the  patient  said  she  was  flooding, 
and,  on  looseing  the  bandage,  I  found  the  uterus  large  and 
flabby.    Grasping  it  with  the  cold  wet  hands,  I  compelled  it 
to  contract;  and  gave  a  full  dose  of  fluid  extract  ergot,  to 
insure  against  further  trouble  of  like  character.    I  reapplied 
the  compress  and  binder,  and  again  left  her  bed.    She  said 
the  womb  was  not  contracted,  after  a  short  interval,  and 
again  I  found  her  flooding,  but  not  severely.    This  time  I 
made  a  vaginal  examination,  to  ascertain  if  there  were  any 
shreds  of  membrane,  or  other  cause  for  the  hemorrhage  than 
uterine  inertia,  and  found  none.    From  the  time  the  organ 
began  to  contract  this  time,  the  lady  suffered  with  the  most 
terrific  after-pains.    The  womb  contracted  in  that  peculiar 
way,  known  as  "hour-glass"  contraction  ;  the  external  os  be- 
ing dilated,  while  the  internal  was  fast  closed,  and  the  organ 
small,  and  much  elongated,  extended  above  the  umbilicus. 
The  patient's  suffering  was  so  great  that  I  gave  her  a  dose 
of  morphia,  and  soon  the  pains  subsided,  leaving  the  organ 
firmly  contracted,  however,  in  the  peculiar  form  above  men- 
tioned.   I  did  not  interfere,  but  after  remaining  until  10 
o'clock  a.  m.,  five  hours  from  birth  of  child,  I  gave  orders 
to  the  husband  to  send  for  me  at  once  if  anything  went 
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wrong.  I  saw  the  patient  at  6  p.  m.  She  told  me  that  she 
had  just  had  some  almost  painless  contractions,  and  there  had 
heen  expelled  from  the  uterus  some  firm  coagula,  and  that 
the  organ  then  resumed  its  natural  form  and  size,  and  she 
had  no  more  trouble.  Her  getting  up  has  been  a  good  one, 
there  being  nothing  abnormal  in  the  case,  except  a  slight 
swelling,  with  tenderness  along  the  leg,  where  there  had 
been  some  varicose  veins.  The  patient  had  a  mild  attack  of 
intermittent  fever  three  weeks  before  confinement,  which 
had  been  promptly  arrested.  She  had  had  a  severe  attack 
of  scorbutus  twenty  months  before. 


(SOI^ESPONDENGE. 


Medico-Chirurgical  College  of  Phil-  > 
adelphia,  September  25,  1886.  \ 

Editor  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal  : 
T  \EAR  SIR — It  has  been  the  purpose  of  the  Faculty  of  the 
Medico-Chirurgical  College  to  carry  on  its  work  in  har- 
mony with  all,  for  the  higher  education  of  medical  students, 
without  discussion  with  any  School.  But,  when  remarks  are 
made  which  are  neither  fair,  just  nor  truthful,  it  makes  it 
necessary  that  a  reply  should  be  given. 

Professor  Bartholow,  Dean  of  the  Jefferson  Medical  Col- 
lege, in  his  letter  to  you,  as  published  in  your  Journal  for 
September,  makes  the  charge  that  ''they"  (the  Medico-Chi- 
rurgical College)  are  abusing  the  Jefferson  Medical  College. 
In  the  question  he  asks,  "  Why  do  they  find  it  necessary  to 
abuse  that  [the  Jefferson  Medical  College]  institution  in  their 
attempt  to  found  a  new  one?" 

The  Faculty  of  the  Medico-Chirurgical  College  desire  me 
to  state  that  nothing  has  ever  been  said  or  done  derogatory 
to  the  Jefferson  Medical  College.    If  Professor  Bartholow 
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has  heard  that  any  such  action  has  been  taken,  his  informa- 
tion is  from  an  improper  and  incorrect  source. 

An  attempt  to  found  a  new  School  is  not  being  made,  but 
to  bring  to  the  front  one  that  has  been  working  for  the  prin- 
ciple of  higher,  longer,  and  more  thorough  education,  for 
some  years.  In  doing  this,  it  has  been  with  the  warmest 
and  most  friendly  feelings  for  all  of  the  other  schools,  and 
with  the  belief  that  those  Faculties  would  see  that  the  estab- 
lishment of  other  schools  in  this  city  must  inure  to  their 
benefit  also;  for  the  more  schools,  the  greater  the  attrac- 
tion for  students,  justifying  the  old  reputation  of  Philadel- 
phia as  the  great  medical  center  of  the  country. 

The  Faculty  desire,  also,  to  say  that  they  are  not  attempt- 
ing to  build  up  a  School  on  a  sort  of  ''fashionable  pro- 
gramme." They  are  simply  making  an  effort  to  comply 
with  the  expressed  general  demands  of  the  profession 
throughout  the  country.  If,  by  complying  with  these  'de- 
mands for  higher  education,  our  curriculum  is  to  he  dubbed 
a  "  fashionable  programme,"  we  are  glad,  and  feel  proud  to 
be  in  the  fashion.  Yours  very  truly, 

Peter  D.  Keyser,  Dean. 


DARWINIAN  THEORY  VS.  SPECIAL  CREATION, 

Letter  from  Dr.  Park,  of  Waco. 
Editor  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal: 
HE  educated  physician,  as  a  rule,  is  a  close  observer  of  the 
processes  of  nature.  The  laws  of  growth  and  develop- 
ment, and  all  the  phenomena  of  animal  life,  are  inseparably 
connected  with  the  science  of  medicine.  Some  knowledge 
of  chemistry  and  physics  is  also  absolutely  essential  to  the 
physician.  He  finds  that  the  forces  and  laws  governing  the 
development  of  animal  and  vegetable  life  are  regular  and 
unvarying,  and  that  nothing  is  done  in  a  hurried  manner,  or 


DANIEL'S  TEXAS  MEDICAL  JOURNAL.  i47 


■per  solium.    For  every  effect  he  feels  sure  there  is  an  ade- 
quate cause,  whether  he  is  able  to  find  it  or  not. 

As  science  advances,  the  belief  in  miracles  and  supernatu- 
ralism  decreases.  The  rational  mind  refuses  to  accept  a 
supernatural  explanation  for  any  phenomenon,  when  a  lower 
or  natural  one  is  at  hand.  The  law  of  logic,  "  that  we  are 
forbidden  to  assume  the  operation  of  higher  causes,  when 
lower  ones  are  found  sufficient  to  explain  the  observed 
results,"  is  as  binding  on  us  as  the  multiplication  table. 
This  law  is  the  only  logical  barrier  between  science  and 
superstition,  and,  without  it,  we  would  lapse  into  the  savage 
state.  The  great  Kepler  violated  this  law  when  he  ac- 
counted for  the  movements  of  the  planets  by  saying  that 
each  one  had  an  angel  behind  it,  pushing  it  along  in  its 
appointed  course.  Now,  this  was  excusable  in  his  day,  but 
when  Sir  Isaac  Newton  discovered  the  law  of  gravitation, 
which  perfectly  accounted  for  all  the  movements  of  the 
heavenly  bodies,  it  became  no  longer  allowable.  The 
rational  mind  is  compelled  to  accept  the  lower  cause  and 
discard  the  higher.  And  so  we  must  do  in  attempting  to 
explain  the  phenomena  of  nature. 

There  are  just  two  theories  offered  to  account  for  the  ori- 
gin of  all  the  varied  species  of  animal  and  vegetable  life 
found  upon  our  globe,  and  only  two.  There  are  none  others 
conceivable.  The  first,  or  Mosaic  account,  is  called  special 
creation;  the  second,  or  scientific  account,  is  called  evolu- 
tion. The  one  is  miraculous,  and  comes  down  to  us  from 
an  ignorant,  barbarous  age  of  the  world  ;  the  other  is  derived 
from  the  present  scientific  age.  The  first  has  been  handed 
down  to  us,  along  with  a  family  of  myths,  such  as  a  flat 
earth,  solid  firmament  above,  and  the  rotation  of  the  sun 
around  the  earth.  All  the  rest  have  been  gradually  dissi- 
pated by  the  light  of  advancing  science,  and  this  one  will 
have  to  share  the  same  fate.  Savage  man's  interpretation  of 
the  phenomena  of  nature  can  not  stand  when  opposed  to  the 
developments  of  this  cultured  age. 
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The  doctrine  of  evolution  and  the  Darwinian  theory  areas 
firmly  established,  in  the  minds  of  scientific  men,  as  the 
Copernican  or  gravitation  theories.  All  of  them  are  derived 
from  ligitimate  deductions  from  carefully  observed  facts ; 
and  when  this  is  the  case,  no  scientific  theory  ever  changes. 

The  opposition  to  the  scientific  theory  of  evolution  is  con- 
fined almost  exclusively  to  the  clergy;  their  opposition  is  not 
due  to  any  error  which  they  can  point  out,  but  solely  because 
they  fear  its  acceptance  will  destroy  the  belief  in  some  of  the 
dogmas  of  sectarian  religion.  There  are  a  few  others  who 
cling  to  the  old  Mosaic  account,  but  in  doing  so  they  show  to 
the  world  that  they  have  not  kept  up  with  the  science  of  the 
day.  Twenty  years  ago  there  were  a  few  reputable  scientific 
men  who  disputed  the  Darwinian  theory,  but  now,  as  Prof. 
Marsh  truthfully  says,  "The  battle  has  been  fought  and 
won,  and  it  is  a  waste  of  time  to  argue  with  one  who  disputes 
its  truth." 

To  rail  at,  and  attempt  to  cast  ridicule  upon,  these  grand 
scientific  doctrines,  is  as  much  out  of  taste  as  it  would  be  for 
a  lawyer  to  deride  the  learning  of  Coke  and  Blackstone  in  a 
court  of  justice. 

There  can  be  no  objection  to  any  one  refusing  to  endorse 
evolution  or  Darwinism  until  fully  satisfied  of  their  truth,  but, 
surely,  it  is  in  exceedingly  bad  taste  to  rush  into  print  and 
vehemently  abuse  them.  I  would  much  rather  be  the  author 
of  the  Rev.  John  Jasper's  sermon,  "  The  Sun  do  Move," 
than  to  make  such  a  record. 

And  why  not?  Since  there  are  some  few  plausible  argu- 
ments against  the  Copernican  theory,  but  none  of  the  slightest 
force  against  the  theory  of  evolution. 

Mr.  Alfred  R.  Wallace,  late  President  of  the  British 
Association,  and  a  man  whose  fame  as  a  painstaking,  clear- 
headed scientist  is  not  surpassed  by  any  one  throughout  the 
whole  civilized  world ;  a  man  noted  for  his  candor  and  devo- 
tion to  truth,  whose  name  will  live  for  ages,  in  a  recently  pub- 
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lished  article,  uses  the  following  words  in  reference  to  Mr. 
Darwin  and  his  theory: 

"  However  much  our  knowledge  of  nature  may  advance 
in  the  future,  it  will  be  by  following  in  the  pathways  Mr- 
Darwin  has  made  clear  for  us  ;  and  for  long  ages  to  come  the 
name  of  Darwin  will  stand  for  the  typical  example  of  what 
the  student  of  nature  ought  to  be,  and,  if  we  glance  back 
over  the  whole  domain  of  science,  we  shall  find  none  to 
stand  beside  him  as  equals,  for  in  him  we  find  a  patient 
observation  and  collection  of  facts,  as  in  Tycho  Brahe;  the 
power  of  using  those  facts  in  the  determination  of  laws,  as 
Kepler;  combined  with  the  inspirational  genius  of  a  Newton, 
through  which  he  was  enabled  to  grasp  fundamental  princi- 
ples, and  so  apply  them  as  to  bring  order  out  of  chaos,  and 
illuminate  the  world  of  life,  as  Newton  illuminated  the 
material  universe.  Paraphrasing  the  eulogistic  words  of  the 
poet,  we  may  say  with  a  greater  approximation  to  truth, 
"  Nature  and  nature's  laws  lay  hid  in  night, 
God  said,  'Let  Darwin  be,'  and  all  was  light." 

Waco,  Texas,  September  15,  1886. 

[While  we  have  objected  to  the  discussion  of  this  subject 
in  Association  meetings,  as  likely  to  make  discord,  we  see  no 
objection  to  its  discussion  in  relation  to  medical  science  in 
The  Journal.    See  disclaimer  on  first  page. — Ed.] 


A  CORRECTION. 

Editor  Daniel's,  Texas  Medical  Journal  : 
TN  THE  article  "  Gunshot  Fractures  of  the  Spinal  Column," 
in  the  last  number  of  your  journal,  my  name  is  quoted  in 
conjunction  with  Simon's  method  of  rectal  explorations  by 
the  whole  hand.  It  reads  there  this  way,  which  must  neces- 
sarily set  me  in  a  very  queer  light,  because  I  neither  claim 
to  be  a  rediscoverer  of  Simon's  method,  nor  do  I  consider  it 
to  be  a  procedure  unknown  to  the  profession.  Though  I  hate 
to  remonstrate,  because  of  the  decease  of  the  writer,  I  deem 
it,  nevertheless,  my  duty  to  defend  myself,  and  to  claim  for 
myself  what  is  mine. 
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The  idea  of  using  Simon's  method  in  vertebral  injuries 
struck  me  first  in  Garfield's  case;  later  on,  about  two  or 
three  years  ago,  when  a  case  of  that  kind  was  reported  and 
discussed  before  the  Texas  Medical  Association,  I  made  such 
a  suggestion,  which  fact  can  be  corroborated  by  the  members 
then  present.  A  few  weeks  before  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Texas  State  Medical  Association,  about  February,  1886, 
Dr.  Burt,  in  accidental  conversation,  told  me  about  his  paper, 
and  I  then  spoke  of  my  idea.  He  wishing  to  use  it,  I  con- 
sented to  it,  provided  he  would  state  my  authorship,  as  I 
intended,  and  still  intend,  to  put  the  method  into  practice, 
when  a  suitable  case  should  offer  itself.  (I  would  not 
wonder  if  it  was  practiced  already  by  somebody  else.)  I 
hope  nobody  will  charge  me  with  vain  pugnacity  for  these 
lines.  Dr.  Burt  surely  would  have  made  such  amends  him- 
self, if  called  on.  Whether  the  point  in  question  is  of  value 
or  not,  is  of  minor  importance  to  me.  In  writing  this  I  am 
actuated  by  a  desire  to  be  extricated  from  what  I  feel  to  be  a 
false  position  before  the  profession. 


A  "  NEW  WAY  TO  TAKE  THE  TEMPERATURE"  (?). 

Editor  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal  : 
>OING  the  rounds  of  the  journals  lately,  is  an  article  enti- 


tied  a  "  New  Way  to  Take  the  Temperature  Quickly," 
thus:  "Warm  the  instrument,  and  then  observe  the  degree 
of  fall  instead  of  rise."  The  writer  of  the  article  asserts 
that  the  thermometer  may  be  placed  in  the  axilla,  and  not 
more  than  two  minutes  will  give  you  an  accurate  record  of 
the  temperature.  I  would  like  to  know  how  an  index  to  a 
self-registering  thermometer  can  be  made  to  act  so  absurdly 
as  to  rise  or  fall  at  the  will  of  the  physician?  The  alleged 
plan  might  work  with  one  of  the  old  style  thermometers; 
that  is,  one  in  which  the  mercury  commences  falling  as  soon 
as  it  is  taken  from  a  warm  place  to  a  cooler  atmosphere  ;  or, 
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in  other  words,  a  thermometer  that  has  no  self-registering 
index,  or  one  that  had  been  ruined  by  the  mercury  in  the 
bulb  and  the  index  getting  together.  I  write  this  merely  to 
get  information,  as,  perhaps,  I  am  stupid  and  unable  to  see 
it,  as  the  paragrapher  intended. 

Yours  truly,  E.  L.  Sessions. 

Whitney,  Texas,  September  20. 


GJULLINGS  FI^OM  ©ONTBMPOI^AI^IES. 


HE  PUT  HIS  FOOT  IN  IT. 


TN  the  St.  Louis  Weekly  J^eviezu,  under  the  heading,  "  Dr. 
^    Delafield's  Address,"  Dr.  Hughes  says: 

At  the  inauguration  of  the  Association  of  American 
Physicians  and  Pathologists,  which  occurred  at  Washington 
City  last  June,  Dr.  Francis  Delafield,  President,  is  reported 
as  having  promulgated  the  raison  d'etre  of  the  new  organi- 
zation in  the  following  language:  44  We  all  like  to  give 
instruction  and  gain  reputation,  and  both  of  these  we  can  do 
in  the  societies  already  existing,  but  we  also  want  a  society 
in  which  we  can  learn  something.  And  this,  I  take  it,  is  the 
real  object  of  the  enterprise  which  we  inaugurate  to-day;  to 
form  an  'Association  of  Physicians  and  Pathologists,'  to  which 
we  may  come,  year  after  year,  with  a  well-founded  hope 
that  at  each  meeting  we  shall  find  something  to  learn." 

It  is^sadly  unfortunate  that  these  gentlemen  can  only 
sustain  the  relationship  of  membership  to  the  other  societies 
to  instruct,  and  must  organize  a  new  society  to  learn  some- 
thing. 

What  will  the  other  societies  do  for  instruction  now, 
with  these  instructors  and  reputation  makers  banded  together 
into  a  society  of  their  own,  and  keeping  the  learning  all 
among  themselves?  We  humble  learners  of  the  other  socie- 
ties object. 
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NDER  this  heading  a  writer  in  the  Nashville  Journal  of 


Medicine  and  Surgery,  says: 
"  The  tendency  in  prescribing  is  to  elegance  and  pleasant- 
ness. Although  we  have  capsules,  wafers,  sugar  and  choco- 
late coatings,  yet  the  drug  may  prove  inert  by  the  insolubility 
of  the  coating.  Since  the  discovery  of  various  alkaloids, 
small  doses  have  become  more  common.  If  drugs  are  effect- 
ual in  small  doses  frequently  repeated,  why  not  prescribe 
small  doses? 

But  do  not  understand  me  to  say  that  we  can  prescribe  for 
all  diseases  in  this  manner.  There  are  some  troubles  which 
are  only  overcome  by  heroic  doses. 

In  diphtheria,  scarlatina,  follicular  tonsillitis,  potassium 
chlorate  in  one  grain  doses  every  half-hour,  affords  much 
relief,  and  is  curative. 

One-grain  doses  of  croton  chloral  every  half-hour,  in  many 
forms  of  neuralgia,  is  beneficial. 

In  obstinate  urticaria,  salicylate  of  soda  in  two  grain  doses 
every  half-hour,  acts  well ;  also  drop  doses  of  balsam  of 
copaiba  every  half-hour. 

The  vomiting  of  drunkards  is  often  helped  by  half-drop 
doses  of  Fowler's  solution.' 

For  voting  of  infants,  one  grain  of  calomel  to  one  ounce 
of  lime  water;  to  this  add  one  pint  of  pure  water,  and  give 
a  teaspoonful  of  the  mixture  every  ten  minutes. 

In  wheezing  and  cough  of  children  with  bronchitis,  good 
results  may  be  obtained  with  tartar  emetic,  one  grain  to  two 
pints  of  water ;  teaspoonful  every  half-hour. 

Sick  headache  is  often  relieved  by  one  drop  of  tine.  nux. 
vomica  every  five  minutes. 

One  of  our  best  remedies  for  inflammation  of  the  bladder 
is  tine,  cantharides,  one  drop  every  hour. 

In  excessive  menstruation,  fl.  ext.  ergot  has  been  success- 
fully used  in  minim  doses  every  half-hour,  for  six  or  eight 
hours  before  the  expected  flow.  A  simple  febrile  movement, 
with  hot,  dry  skin,  full  and  bounding  pulse,  may  be  relieved 
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by  half-drop  of  tine,  aconite  root  every  half -hour;  also  use- 
ful in  acute  nasal  catarrh. 

Sub-acute  nasal  catarrh,  with  abundant  secretions,  is  often 
delayed  by  minim  doses  of  tine,  belladonna,  every  half-hour 
until  eight  or  ten  minims  are  taken. 

In  malarial  fever,  when  quinine  fails,  picric  acid,  gr.  i-8,in 
combination  with  ammonia,  is  used  with  benefit;  also  bene- 
ficial in  pertussis. 

In  asthma,  with  indigestion  and  anaemia,  Fowler's  solution 
one  drop  doses  often  proves  remarkably  beneficial. 

Apomorphia,  gr.  1-20  three  or  four  times  a  day,  often  pro- 
duces brilliant  results  in  spasmodic  cough. 


LANOLIN  AND  ICHTHYOL. 


IN  a  paper — Notes  on  Drugs — in  the  Journal  of  Cutaneous 
and  Venereal  Diseases,  Dr.  H.  G.  Piffard  says  : 
Lanolin,  or  oil  from  wool,  comes  to  us  from  abroad  in  the 
form  of  a  soft,  foul-smelling  ointment.  In  this  country,  it  is 
protected  by  letters-patent  No.  271,192.  In  the  specifications, 
this  new  product  is  claimed  to  be  a  "perfectly  white,  neutral, 
colorless  ointment,"  which  description  certainly  does  not 
apply  to  the  article  as  supplied  for  sale. 

The  chief  claims  made  in  behalf  of  lanolin  are,  that  it  is 
more  readily  absorbed  than  any  other  fat,  and  that  it  pro- 
motes the  absorption  of  medicinal  substances  combined  with 
it.  Since  in  the  majority  of  cases  we  do  not  wish  absorption, 
but  surface  action  only,  this  property  is  a  detriment,  and  lan- 
olin is  to  be  condemned  as  a  general  basis  for  ointments. 
An  exception  to  this  may  be  a  combination  of  lanolin  and  tar, 
which,  in  suitable  cases,  appears  to  work  better  than  the 
officinal  tar  ointment. 

Ichthyol  appears  to  me  to  closely  resemble  the  old  oleum 
•sulphuratum  or  balsam  of  sulphur,  and  would  doubtless  ob- 
tain a  recognized  place  in  therapeutics,  were  it  not  that  it  has 
been,  in  this  country  at  least,  brought  prominently  forward 
as  a  general  cure-all  tor  cutaneous  diseases,  and  advertised 
as  such  in  the  public  journals,  theatre  programmes,  railway 
stations,  etc.  This  places  it  in  the  same  rank  as  Cuticura 
and  similar  proprietary  compounds,  and  removes  it  from  the 
-armamentarium  of  the  scientific  physician." 
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Society  rio^ES. 


PHYSICIANS'  MUTUAL  BENEFIT  ASSOCIATION  OF  TEXAS. 

HE  following  members  paid  the  assessment  for  the  benefit 
of  Certificate  No.  89,  (Sayers),  after  the  list  was  pub- 
lished in  our  last  issue  :  Drs.  Y.  D.  Harrington,  G.  W.  Gray, 
Jno.  Inabnit,  W.  T.  Richmond,  T.  J.  McFarland. 

Twenty-seven  new  members  have  joined  since  Dr.  Sayers' 
death,  July  2,  and  there  are  now,  in  good  standing,  141  ;  of 
whom  136  are  liable  for  assessment  No.  3,  just  sent  out,  for 
Certificate  No.  134  (Dr.  A.  Welch,  died  Sept.  22),  five 
having  joined  since. 

Bastrop,  Texas,  Sept.  9,  1886. 
F.  E.  Daniel,  M.  D.,  Austin,  Tex.: 

Dear  Doctor — Your  favor  of  sixth  inst.  received  with  in- 
closed draft  to  Mrs.  Sayers. 

I  presented  your  letter  and  the  draft  in  person,  she  ex- 
pressing her  grateful  appreciation  of  your  kind  interest  in  her 
distress.  Inclosed  find  receipt,  and  I  trust  further  acknowl- 
edgment may  be  made  through  your  Journal.  With  best 
wishes  for  yourself  and  our  Journal,  I  am,  yours  truly, 

A.  Garwood. 

Received,  Bastrop,  Texas,  of  Dr.  F.  E.  Daniel,  Secretary 
Physicians'  Mutual  Benefit  Association,  of  Texas,  sight  draft 
on  Swenson  &  Sons,  of  New  York,  for  $109,  in  payment  of 
death  benefit  due  Dr.  D.  Sayers'  heirs,  under  provisions  of 
Certificate  No.  89.  Mrs.  Inda  Sayers. 


REPORT    OF   THE   ORGANIZATION    OF  THE    CENTRAL  TEXAS  MEDICAL 

ASSOCIATION, 

T  a  meeting  of  the  Waco  Medical  Association,  held  Sep- 
tember 28th,  Dr.  F.  M.  Pitts,  Jr.,  a  visiting  brother,  sug- 
gested the  idea  of  calling  a  convention  of  the  physicians 
residing  in  the  towns  and  counties  contiguous  to  Waco,  to 
meet  in  the  city  of  Waco,  at  some  suitable  time,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  organizing  a  District  Medical  Association. 
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The  idea  was  heartily  endorsed  by  the  members  present, 
and  a  committee  appointed  to  issue  a  call  for  the  convention, 
to  be  held  in  Waco,  October  12th,  at  10  a.  m. 

The  call  was  issued,  and,  at  the  appointed  time,  a  number 
of  physicians  from  various  places  gathered  in  the  hall  of  the 
Waco  Medical  Association,  for  the  purpose  above  named. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  H.  W  Brown,  of  Waco,  Dr.  D.  R. 
Wallace,  of  Terrell,  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  Dr.  H.  L. 
Taylor,  of  Waco,  requested  to  act  as  temporary  secretary. 

By  request  of  the  Chairman,  Dr.  Brown  made  a  few 
appropriate  remarks,  stating  the  object  of  the  meeting  and 
welcoming  the  visiting  physicians  to  Waco,  and  extending  to 
them  the  hospitality  of  her  physicians  and  people. 

Dr.  Taylor,  in  behalf  of  the  committee  who  issued  the  call 
for  the  meeting,  stated  that  the  object  in  inserting  the  clause 
"  Auxilliary  to  the  State  Medical  Association,"  was  to  dispel 
any  belief  which  might  arise  in  the  minds  of  the  profession, 
that  the  Central  Texas  Medical  Association  was  intended  to 
antagonize  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association.  He  did 
not  favor  making  this  Association  dependent  upon,  or  subser- 
vient to  the  State  Association  or  any  other,  but  favored  a 
complete  independence  in  every  particular. 

Dr.  H.  C.  Ghent,  of  Belton,  said  he  heartily  favored  the 
organization  of  a  District  Medical  Association,  and  would 
co-operate  with  it  in  all  its  movements,  whether  independent 
of,  or  auxilliary  to,  the  State  Association. 

Dr.  R.  P.  Talley,  of  Belton,  said  he  was  in  favor  of  mak- 
ing the  Association  independent  of  everything,  expossing  all 
political  methods  and  everything  which  did  not  bear  directly 
on  practical  medicine.  He  wanted  to  see  a  strictly  Medical 
Society,  where  subjects  pertaining  to  the  practical  side  of  the 
profession  might  be  discussed,  and  where  papers  on  medi- 
cal subjects  might  be  analyzed  and  criticised  by  members 
of  the  profession  in  a  friendly  way. 

Dr.  H.  L.  Parsons,  of  Waco,  said  he  heartily  endorsed 
what  had  been  said  by  the  gentlemen  who  had  preceded  him, 
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and,  in  order  to  further  the  movement  in  hand,  he  moved 
that  the  Chair  appoint  a  committee  of  five  on  permanent  orga- 
nization, to  report  at  the  afternoon  session. 

Motion  carried,  and  chair  appointed  Drs.  H.  L.  Parsons, 
H.  W.  Brown,  W.  A.  Howard,  R.  P.  Talley  and  H.  C. 
Ghent. 

Dr.  Brown  then  made  a  few  remarks  on  organization,  sug- 
gesting the  establishment  of  a  pathological  museum  and  a 
library  in  connection  with  the  Association.  He  then  moved 
adjournment  till  2  130  p.  m.,  when  the  Association  would  meet 
for  permanent  organization. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  Association  was  called  to  order  at  3  o'clock  p.  m.,  by 
Temporary  Chairman  Wallace. 

The  committee  on  permanent  organization  announced  that 
they  were  ready  to  report,  and  were  ordered  to  proceed. 

Dr.  H.  L.  Parsons,  as  chairman  of  the  committee,  read 
the  report,  and  it  was  adopted  as  read,  with  but  few  changes. 
(For  want  of  space  only  a  synopsis  of  the  report  can  be 
given  here.) 

The  Association  shall  be  known  as  the  Central  Texas 
Medical  Association.  The  requirements  for  membership 
are  the  same  as  those  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Associa- 
tion. 

The  officers  are  one  President,  one  Vice  President,  one 
Treasurer,  and  one  Secretary,  who  are  to  be  elected  by  bal- 
lot, and  shall  serve  one  year. 

The  By-Laws  provides  for  meetings  of  the  Association  in 
Waco  quarterly,  as  follows:  On  the  second  Tuesday  in 
January,  April,  July  and  October,  at  10  o'clock,  a.  m. 

Applications  for  membership  shall  be  referred  to  a  stand- 
ing committee  on  credentials,  who  shall  report  on  the  same, 
and  the  Association  shall  adopt  by  ballot. 

Subjects  for  discussion  shall  be  selected  by  a  standing 
committee  appointed  by  the  President. 
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One  member  shall  be  appointed  by  the  President  to  open 
the  discussion  on  each  subject. 

A  committee  of  arrangements  is  also  provided  for,  to 
which  all  matters  of  business  are  referred. 

After  the  adoption  of  the  report,  the  Association  proceeded 
to  elect  permanent  officers  for  the  ensuing  year,  as  follows  : 
For  President,  Dr.  F.  M.  Pitts,  Jr.,  of  Mount  Calm;  Vice- 
President,  Dr.  H.  W.  Dudley  of  Hillsboro  ;  Treasurer,  Dr.  R. 
P.  Talley  of  Belton;  Secretary,  Dr.  H.  L.  Taylor  of  Waco. 

The  President  then  announced  the  following  standing 
committees:  Credentials — Drs.  Ghent,  Wallace  and  Met- 
calfe; Arrangements — Drs.  Brown,  King  and  Parsons  ;  Sub- 
jects— Drs.  Talley,  Dudley  and  Barker. 

The  Committee  on  Subjects  then  retired  to  select  subjects 
for  discusion  at  the  next  regular  meeting. 

Moved  and  carried,  that  a  copy  of  proceedings  be  sent  to 
each  of  the  Texas  medical  journals,  with  a  request  that  they 
be  published. 

Numerous  letters  from  prominent  physicians  in  all  parts 
of  the  State,  endorsing  the  movement,  and  asking  that  they 
be  allowed  to  become  members,  were  read  and  the  applica- 
tions approved. 

The  Committee  on  Subjects  reported,  and  the  following 
were  chosen  from  the  report  by  the  Association  for  discussion 
at  the  next  meeting: 

1.  Syphillis  when  Contracted  can  be  Eradicated  ;  discus- 
sion to  be  opened  by  Dr.  R.  P.  Talley  of  Belton. 

2  Typho-Malarial  Fever,  So-called ;  discussion  to  be 
opened  by  Dr.  W.  L.  Barker  of  Waco. 

After  attending  to  several  minor  matters,  which  it  is  not 
necessary  to  report,  the  Association  adjourned  to  meet  in 
Waco  on  the  Second  Tuesday  in  January,  1S87,  at  10 

O'CLOCK,  A.  M. 

The  meeting  was  harmonious  throughout,  and  twenty- 
eight  (28)  members  joined  the  Association. 

The  Secretary  takes  pleasure  in  extending  a  cordial  invi- 
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tation  to  all  physicians  in  good  standing  in  the  State  to  be 
present  at  the  next  meeting  and  become  members  of  the 
Association.  It  is  not  merely  a  local  affair,  but  is  intended 
for  all  who  wish  to  become  members. 

H.  L.  Taylor,  Secretary. 


To  Members  of  the  State  Medical  Association  : 

The  Secretary  has  on  hand  a  number  of  copies  of  the 
Transactions  for  1884  and  I^S'  New  members,  and  mem- 
bers who  failed  to  receive  a  copy  will  be  supplied  on  applica- 
tion, enclosing  17  cents  for  postage. 

The  new  volume  of  Transactions  (1886)  is  now  ready,  and 
will  be  mailed  to  members  post-paid.  It  is  the  handsomest 
volume  of  Transactions  ever  gotten  out  by  any  State  Associ- 
ation without  exception. 


Being  desirious  of  building  up  the  Physicians  Mutual 
Benefit  Association,  and,  at  the  same  time,  our  subscription 
list,  we  make  the  following  offer:  Those  who  subscribe 
(and  remit  the  price  of  subscription)  between  now  and 
December  1st,  will  be  given  a  membership  in  the  Physicians'' 
Mutual  Benefit  Association  free,  if  they  desire  it.  There 
will  be  nothing  to  pay  then  till  January  1st,  when  all  are 
required  to  pay  the  annual  dues  of  $1.00  for  the  new  year. 
Of  course,  if  a  death  occurs  meantime,  all  members  will  be 
assessed  $i.co. 


Convulsions  may  be  frequently  cut  short  like  magic  by 
turning  the  patient  on  his  left  side.  The  nausea,  as  an  after 
effect  of  chloroform  and  ether  narcosis,  may  generally  be 
controlled  in  the  same  manner. — Chicago  Medical  limes. 
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JURY  TRIALS  OF  THE  PAUPER  INSANE. 

HILE  the  medical  profession  of  Texas  is,  and  for  some 
years  has  been  zealously  engaged  in  the  laudable  en- 
deavor to  procure  the  enactment  of  a  sensible  and  efficient 
law  to  "regulate  the  practice;"  or,  rather,  to  restrict  the 
privilege  of  practicing  medicine  to  the  hands  of  physicians, 
the  fact  is  overlooked  that  there  are  other  matters  in  which 
medical  men  are  interested,  and  which,  affecting  the  welfare 
of  a  large  class  of  unfortunates,  call  for  reform  as  loudly, 
and  as  urgently,  as  that  of  the  promiscuous  practice  of  medi- 
cine. 

The  statute  laws  of  Texas,  and  of  other  States  which  re- 
quire a  jury  trial  of  an  insane  pauper,  as  a  precedent  neces- 
sary to  his  admission  into  an  asylum,  are  not  only  impractic- 
able and  attended  with  many  absurdities,  but,  according  to 
Dr.  D.  R.Wallace,  State  Superintendent  of  Asylum  at  Terrell, 
they  are  absolutely  harmful;  and,  to  use  his  own  words, 
"can  be  shown  to  be  contrary  to  humanity  and  common 
sense."  Medical  men  alone  can  comprehend  these  things, 
and  intelligent  legislation  can  be  effected  only  through  their 
advice,  or,  at  least,  b}'  their  co-operation.  They  are  not  only 
"interested"  in  this  matter,  as  just  remarked,  but  there  is  a 
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dreadful  responsibility  involved  in  their  not  procurring  the 
passage  of  such  laws  as  will  mitigate  the  sorrows,  and  render 
less  miserable  the  lot,  of  the  unfortunates  among  us: — prison- 
ers, the  blind,  the  deaf  mutes,  and  the  insane.  The  State  pro- 
vides bountifully  for  its  unfortunates,  yet  for  the  want  of  in- 
telligent legislation,  in  some  instances,  those  for  whom  the 
asylum  comforts  were  intended  and  provided,  are  deprived 
of  them;  or,  as  in  the  case  under  discussion,  receive  them 
only  in  such  a  way  as  to  make  them  a  curse  rather  than  a 
blessing. 

This  state  of  things  may  fairly  be  attributed — as  well  as 
many  other  sins  of  omission — to  the  want  of  a  State  Board  of 
Health.  It  does  seem  strange  that  an  intelligent  people  will 
attempt  to  legislate  on  medical  and  sanitary  matters — will  en- 
deavor to  protect  the  public  health  and  to  provide  for  the  un- 
fortunate classes — without  even  consulting  the  only  men  or 
body  of  men  who  know  anything  whatever  about  the  require- 
ments of  the  case.  But,  that  is  a  threadbare  subject;  and 
the  hope  is  Utopian  that  the  people  of  Texas  will  ever  enjoy 
the  benefience  of  intelligent  sanitary  laws  enacted  by  the  ad- 
vise of  those  learned  in  medicine. 

Dr.  Wallace  is  a  man  extensively  learned  in  psychological 
medicine  as  well  as  in  medical  jurisprudence.  He  has  had 
large  experience  with  diseases  of  the  mind,  and  has  closely 
observed  insanity  in  all  its  phases.  He  is  at  present  in 
charge  of  the  large  branch  State  Lunatic  Asylum  at  Terrell, 
and  was  formerly  in  charge  of  the  original  and  main  Asylum 
at  Austin.  His  long  connection  with  the  asylums,  his  ex- 
tensive learning  in  that  peculiar  field  of  study,  and  his  knowl- 
edge of  the  practical  working  of  the  laws  concerning  the  in- 
sane, render  him  peculiarly  fitted  to  speak  of  the  needs  of 
these  unfortunates  and  the  necessity  of  reforms. 

In  a  paper  before  us,  a  reprint  from  the  Transactions  of 
the  Texas  State  Medical  Association  for  1886,*  (now  issuing 

*  "  Some  Reflections  on  Medical  Ethics,  Medical  Legislation,  and  Jury 
Trials  of  the  Insane,"  by  D.  R.  Wallace,  M.  D.,  L.L.  D.,  Terrell,  Texas,  read  before 
the  Texas  State  Medical  Association,  Dallas,  April,  1886. 
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from  the  office  of  the  Secretary)  Dr.  Wallace  draws  a  sad, 
sad  picture  of  the  working  of  the  laws  governing  the  admis- 
sion of  pauper  insane  into  the  asylums.  He  calls  upon 
the  medical  profession,  and  especially  upon  his  confreres  of 
the  State  Medical  x\ssociation,  to  assist  him  in  procuring  the 
repeal  of  this  obnoxious  law,  or  such  modification  of  it  as 
will  strip  it  of  its  baleful  influences  on  the  poor  unfortunates, 
and  substitute  therefore  such  clause  as  will  effectually  secure 
to  them  the  benefits  intended  by  the  humane,  but  not  advised 
framers  of  the  law,  and  the  generosity  of  the  State  in  such 
provision.  He  calls  on  the  State  Association  to  "  give  him 
a  lift."  He  intends,  we  infer  from  the  paper,  to  make  an 
effort  at  such  repeal  or  modification  at  the  next  session  of  the 
Legislature  ;  but,  bearing  in  mind,  as  we  do,thefate  of  other 
efforts  at  legislation  on  behalf  of  the  State  Association,  we 
do  not  clearly  see  how  the  Association  can  do  anything.  If  the 
Legislature  would  give  us  a  State  Board  of  Health,  it  would  be 
in  keeping  with  the  dictates  of  common  sense  to  listen  to  the 
advice  of  such  Board  ;  indeed,  a  State  Board  of  Health 
should  be  the  source  from  which  all  medical  and  sanitary 
enactments  by  the  Legislature  originate;  it  should  be  an 
advisory  board.  How  do  legislators  make  laws  for  the  farm- 
ing interests,  or  any  other  branch  of  industry,  without  a 
knowledge  of  the  necessities  of  the  case,  derived  from  those 
who  have  practical  experience  ?  It  is  a  fact  that  all  other 
classes  are  consulted  as  to  the  needs  of  protection  or  reform^ 
except  medical  men  as  to  sanitation  ! 

Dr.  Wallace  says:  He  has  always  found  the  Legislature  of 
Texas  ready  and  willing  to  do  anything  reasonable  in  regard 
to  this  unfortunate  class,  but  he  evidently  anticipates  trouble: 
"  Judging,"  he  says,  44  from  what  has  taken  place  in  the 
State  of  Illinois — the  only  other  State,  I  believe,  in  which  a 
similar  provision  prevails — it  may  not  turn  out  to  be  so  easy 
a  matter,"  [and,  he  might  have  said,  judging  from  what  took 
place  in  Texas  at  the  last  session  of  the  legislature — when 
they  laughed  to  scorn  the  bill  to  regulate  the  practice,  and 
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refused  to  pass  the  one  to  create  a  State  Board  of  Health 
because  "  Texas  was  not  able  (?)  to  afford  the  appropriation 
of  $3,000,"  called  for  to  carry  out  its  provisions. — Ed.] 
"It  is  a  curious  fact,"  continues  the  author,  that  "  there  [in 
Illinois]  superintendents  of  insane  hospitals,  boards  of 
charity,  and  others,  have  been  laboring  for  its  repeal  for 
years." 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  law  in  Texas  does  not 
apply  to  pay  patients— only  to  paupers — and,  therefore,  all 
this  circumlocution  preliminary  to  placing  a  person  in  an 
asylum  is  unnecessary.  It  has  been  urged  that  it  is  necessary, 
in  order  to  prevent  abuse  ;  to  prevent  interested  persons  from 
getting  possession  of  the  property  of  the  accused.  This 
does  not  apply  to  paupers,  therefore  Dr.  Wallace  does  not 
discuss  that  objection  ;  but,  with  reference  to  other  features* 
he  says  : 

"A  much  more  serious  objection  to  jury  trials  is  found  in  the  delay 
incident  to  such  legal  process.  I  have  known  the  friends  of  an  insane 
person  to  put  off  from  day  to  day,  and  from  week  to  week,  until 
months  had  passed,  before  the  unfortunate  could  be  gotten  to  the  hos- 
pital ;  and  it  must  be  added,  this  was  precisely  the  time  during  which, 
if  anything  could  have  been  done  at  all,  it  must  have  been  attempted. 
In  the  meantime,  the  patient  passed  into  chronic  mania,  whence  he 
subsides  rapidly  into  dementia.  *  *  *  A  degredation  from  our 
mental  and  emotional  eminence  in  creation,  to  a  state  of  permanent 
mindlessness,  in  which  one  is  dead  to  the  love  and  hatred,  and  to  the 
joys  and  pains  of  life — oblivious  of  the  past  and  unconcerned  for  the 
future ;  stirred  by  no  ambition  ;  capable  of  no  effort ;  and  unmoved  by 
any  motive — a  mere  human  hulk,  like  Byron's  Bark — 
'Thrown,  when  the  war  of  winds  is  o'er, 

A  solemn  wreck  on  fortunes  shore, 
'Mid  sullen,  calm  and  silent  bay 

Unseen,  to  drop  by  dull  decay  !'  " 

The  author  then  draws  a  picture  of  the  operation  of  this 
evil  law,  as  follows: 

"Take  an  imaginary  case.  It  cannot  be  made  as  dramatic  as  the 
real  ones,  many  of  them.  Remember  two  traits  common  to  nearly  all 
insane  people  ;  they  do  not  consider  themselves  insane  ;  they  are  in- 
credulous and  suspicious — more  so,  generally,  toward  their  friends 
and  relations  than  toward  strangers.  An  insane  person  is  induced  to 
take  a  ride — is  induced  to  prolong  it  to  a  county  town.  Arrived 
here,  he  is  inveigled  into  the  court  house.    He  is  at  once  confronted 
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by  judge,  jury  and  lawyers.  These  he  is  accustomed  to  associate- 
with  trials  and  criminal  prosecutions.  He  soon  learns  he  is  the  sub- 
ject of  inquiry — that  his  conduct  is  being  investigated ;  hears  his 
name,  understands  witnesses  giving  evidence  in  regard  to  his  conduct. 
If  he  comprehends  the  charge,  that  he  is  insane,  and  it  is  rarely  he 
does  so —  he  knows  it  is  not  so  ;  knows  his  friends  knew  it  is  not  so  ; 
thinks  it  is  a  mere  pretense  ;  the  true  cause  or  charge  is  kept  out  of 
sight.  He  comes  out  of  the  court  house  amazed,  dazed  and  alarmed. 
He  wants  to  leave  the  country  ;  his  friends  propose  a  trip— to  some  wat- 
ering place,  it  may  be — some  eastern  city;  Europe,  perhaps.  He  con- 
sents, and  starts  upon  his  journey ;  he  stops  at  Austin  or  Terrell ;  takes 
a  cab  ;  is  driven  up  to  a  large  building.  Asking  what  it  means,  is  told 
it  is  a  fine,  first-class  hotel,  where  they  will  get  dinner,  and,  perhaps, 
rest  over  night.  They  enter.  He  (the  patient),  at  the  end  of  this 
eventful  farce,  finds  himself  locked  up  in  a  lunatic  asylum.  He  at 
once  wakes  up  to  the  reality — to  feel  he  has  been  deceived,  outraged, 
foully  dealt  with.  Better,  infinitely  better,  to  have  told  him  the  truth 
from  the  first;  told  him  he  was  sick,  crazy — anything  true — so  as  not 
to  have  deceived  him,  even  if  it  had  resulted  in  having  to  take  him  to 
the  asylum  by  force.  Never  deceive  a  crazy  man  ;  better,  far  better, 
put  hirn  in  chains.  *  *  *  *  Now,  ask  him  what  he  is  doing 
there.  He  answers,  "I  don't  know.  They  tried  me,  and  have  sent 
me  here  to  prison.  They  say  I  am  crazy.  I  know  I  am  not,  and  I 
know  they  know  I  am  not.  I  have  done  nothing  to  be  imprisoned 
for. 

"That  he  has  been  deceived,  he  knows,  and  he  very  naturally  con- 
cludes that  the  officers  of  the  asylum,  in  whose  custody  he  is  placed, 
have  had  a  hand  in  it — are,  in  fact,  the  prime  movers." 

Dr.  Wallace,  it  seems,  would  prefer  that  the  commitment 
to  the  custody  of  the  asylum  should  be  "upon  the  certificate 
of  two  responsible  practitioners  of  medicine,"  and  says  it 
may  safely  be  assumed  that  there  is  no  more  risk  to  personal 
liberty  in  this  way  than  upon  the  verdict  of  a  jury.  Very 
true,  as  regards  paupers,  but  still  we  do  not  see  how  an  in- 
sane person  can  be  gotten  into  an  insane  asylum  without  de- 
ceiving him  in  some  way. 

We  sincerely  hope  the  Doctor  may  be  able  to  make 
the  Legislature  see  the  matter  in  the  proper  light,  and  to  so 
modify  the  law  as  to  render  it  more  compatible  with  the  dic- 
tates of  humanity,  and  with  the  welfare  of  the  poor  creatures 
for  whose  benefit  (?)  it  was  enacted.  And  we  would  also 
be  glad  to  see  the  State  Medical  Association  take  some  ac- 
tion in  the  matter,  at  least,  to  declare  their  sense  of  the 
necessity  for  reform,  as  requested  by  Dr.  Wallace. 
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A  PROPHECY, 


HE  ultimate  result  of  the  struggle  in  the  American  Medi 


^-^  cal  Association  will  be  the  final  extinction  of  the 
Medical  Center. 

That  this  was  the  necessary  outcome  of  their  course,  would 
have  been  plainly  evident  to  the  leaders  in  the  revolt,  had 
they  been  capable  of  looking  beyond  their  own  immediate 
circles.  Fifty  years  ago,  the  supremacy  of  the  East,  in  mat" 
ters  medical,  was  perfectly  natural.  There  were  the  only 
good  schools  of  medicine  then  existing  in  America ;  the 
only  development  of  clinical  and  other  practical  methods  of 
instruction  ;  even  after  medical  colleges  had  arisen  in  the 
great  cities  of  the  West  and  South,  the  Eastern  prestige  was 
sustained  by  attracting  to  the  old  established  schools  the  best 
of  the  teachers  developed  in  other  sections  of  the  country. 
Hence,  a  professorship  in  the  colleges  of  Philadelphia  or 
New  York  was  looked  upon  as  the  utmost  pinnacle  to  which 
the  ambitious  surgeon  could  climb.  The  wise  counsels 
which  brought  Gross  to  Philadelphia,  and  Marion  Sims  to 
New  York,  helped  to  perpetuate  the  supremacy  of  the  East 
for  years  after  the  other  sections  of  the  country  were  fully 
abreast  of  her. 

But  a  narrower  policy  began  to  prevail.  The  Eastern 
schools  fell  under  the  influence  of  rings  and  cliques  of  men, 
who  sought  their  own  elevation  more  than  that  of  the  insti- 
tution upon  which,  leech-like,  they  had  fastened  themselves. 
Positions  becoming  vacated  in  the  faculties  were  no  longer 
filled  by  the  best  men  who  could  be  selected  from  the  coun- 
try at  large,  but  were  obtained  through  family  or  social 
influence,  or  else  were  conferred  exclusively  on  graduates  of 
the  college  itself.  To  such  an  extent  was  this  exclusivism 
carried  out,  that  out  of  a  staff  of  ninety-nine  in  the  teaching 
corps  of  an  old  Eastern  university,  only  two  were  not  her 
own  graduates. 
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This  short-sighted  policy  stimulated  the  growth  of  the 
Western  colleges.  As  the  prospect  of  Eastern  professorships 
grew  dim,  the  great  teachers  developed  in  other  sections 
turned  their  attention  to  building  up  their  own  institutions  ; 
and,  as  neither  money,  enterprise,  nor  public  spirit  is  wanting 
in  any  part  of  the  country,  their  success  was  certain.  While 
the  Eastern  schools  have  been  emasculated  by  the  system  of 
"employing  only  cultured  gentlemen  to  teach,  because  our 
students  are  gentlemen's  sons,"  the  other  sections  have  been 
infiltrated  with  the  most  energetic  and  progressive  men  in  the 
profession.  They  are  the  men  who  in  swarms  "cross  the  sea 
yearly  to  ransack  the  schools  of  Europe  in  search  of  the  new 
and  useful  in  medicine." 

Still,  the  prestige  of  the  East  remained  after  all  real 
superiority  on  her  part  had  ceased  to  exist.  All  that 
was  needed  was  a  single  rude  blow  to  dissipate  the 
delusion,  and  show  the  true  relative  strength  of  the  two 
parties  ;  and  this  blow  she  dealt  herself.  The  exhibition 
of  peurile  spite,  made  by  her  alleged  leaders,  has  brought  on 
her  the  contempt  of  the  whole  American  profession,  except 
the  few  cads  who  rejoice,  for  once,  in  finding  themselves  in 
what  they  consider  "good  company.'''  The  harm  done  was 
not  so  much  in  what  they  did,  as  in  the  revelation  it  gave  of 
the  littleness  and  lack  of  foresight  it  showed  in  these 
" leaders."  The  time  for  such  action  to  be  dignified  or 
useful  has  long  passed.  Achilles  may  sit  sulking  in  his  tent 
if  he  feels  like  it,  but  the  fight  will  go  on  just  the  same. 
There  are  Ajax,  Diomedes,  Ulysses,  and  a  host  of  nameless 
others,  who  are  fully  his  equals  in  prowess,  and  his  services 
will  not  be  missed.  In  fact,  he  will  find  it  difficult  to  obtain 
any  place  in  the  front  rank  among  the  men  who  have  pressed 
on  while  he  halted.  New  men  will  appear  on  the  scene. 
Hereafter  the  Eastern  colleges  will  have  simply  the  standing 
which  the  quality  of  their  work  warrants.  Their  classes  will 
dwindle  to  the  mere  personal  following  of  the  members  of 
their  faculties.    Young  and  energetic  men  will  push  forward 
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the  schools  which  will  share  their  honors.  New  institutions 
can  with  ease  adopt  high  standards  and  equip  themselves  with 
late  and  improved  appliances,  of  which  the  pecuniary  inter- 
ests of  the  older  schools  render  them  chary  about  availing 
themselves.  Their  text-books  will  be  supplanted  by  those 
of  more  popular  men;  their  authority  will  be  disputed  at 
every  step;  and,  most  unkindest  cut  of  all,  their  consultation 
will  be  derived  only  from  their  own  personal  friends. 


UR  "esteemed"  of  the  Courier  Record,  has  been  to 


Galveston.  They  say  "go  away  from  home  to  hear 
the  news.*'  He  heard  some  "news"  (to  us)  there.  In  giv- 
ing an  account  of  a  meeting  of  the  Galveston  Medical  Club, 
which  he  attended,  the  editor  says  : 

"  The  President,  [Dr.  C.  H.Wilkinson]  stated  that  Tait's 
operation  has  been  performed  in  Texas  four  times,  namely: 

Once  by  Dr.   ,  of  Lampasas;   once  by  Dr.  Thompson, 

of  Sherman;  once  by  himself ,  and  now  by  Dr.  Fly,  of  Gal- 
veston. To  this  list  we  will  add  a  fifth  operation,  by  Dr. 
Allen,  of  Dallas." — Courier  Record,  Sept.  26th. 

This  is  certainly  a  very  poor  showing  for  Texas  ;  andr 
believing  that  it  is  incomplete;  that  the  operation  has  been 
performed  more  than  jive  times  in  San  Antonio  alone,  wre 
addressed  a  note  to  Dr.  Cupples — the  Nestor  of  surgery  in 
Texas — asking  for  data.  To  this  the  doctor  very  promptly 
sent  the  following  : 

"Case  1 — By  G.  G.  Watts;  menstrual  epilepsy;  single; 
aged  23;  T aits'  operation;  death  on  5th  day;  peritonitis* 
Date,  November,  1883.    First  operation  in  Texas. 

"Case  2 — By  G.  Cupples;  widow,  aged  49,  of  many  years 
standing;  Tait's  operation;  recovery,  with  cure  of  ailments. 

"Case  3 — By  Cupples;  married  woman,  aged  22  ;  three 
years  standing;  amenorrhoea  of  ten  months  ;  diagnosed  adhe- 
sions with  probable  pyo.  salpinx,  laparotomy ;  removal  of 
adhesions.     Ovaries  not  seen;  very  rapid  and  permanent 
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cure.  Painless  menstruation  on  twenty-seventh  day  after 
operation. 

"Case  4 — ByCupples  :  married  woman,  aged  22  ;  excessive 
vaginismus;  intense  dysmenorrhea  from  the  age  of  13; 
morphia  habit.  Tait's  operation  ;  sutures  removed  on  the 
fourth  day.    Complete  cure. 

"Case  5 — By  F.  Herff ;  married  woman  about  30  years  of 
age;  long  standing  dysmenorrhea  of  agonizing  severity; 
Batty's  operation  ;  suppurative  peritonitis  ;  womb  reopened, 
irrigation  ;  drainage.    Final  recovery  and  cure. 

"(Apropos:  Dr.  Herff  made  a  successful  nephrectomy  in 
the  person  of  a  young  married  woman,  whom  I  examined  at 
his  request.    This  was  nearly  two  years  ago.) 

''Make  what  use  you  please  of  the  foregoing,  the  correct- 
ness of  which  I  vouch  for,  as  I  operated  or  assisted  in  all 
these  cases." 

To  the  above  must  be  added: 

By  Dr.  B.  E.  Hadra,  at  Austin.    Mrs.  M.   ,  Tait's 

operation,  recovery;  Mrs.  G.,  Tait's  operation,  died  of  ex- 
haustion ;  Mrs.  — — ,  Tait's  operation,  recovery. 

"Three  straight  Tait's"  the  doctor  calls  them. 

By  Dr.  G.  W.  Christian,  Burnet,  one  Tait's  operation. 

Including  the  above,  Dr.  Hadra  has  performed  laparotomy 
eighteen  times  for  various  purposes. 

The  above  is  as  far  as  heard  from.  We  venture  Tait's 
operation  has  been  performed  in  Texas  nearer  fifty,  than  five 
times.  A  number  of  distinguished  operators  are  to  be  heard 
from  yet;  and  since  our  friend,  Brooks,  has  started  the  sub- 
ject and  put  his  foot  in  it,  we  suggest  to  him  that  it  would  be 
a  good  idea — a  service  to  the  profession — of  interest  to  his 
readers,  and  simple  justice  to  Texas  and  her  surgeons,  a  field 
in  which  he  can  earn  new  and  additional  laurels,  to  get  up 
statistics  on  the  subject,  and  we  are  sure  he  can  make  a 
better  showing  for  Texas. 
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ALAS  !  POOR  YORICK  ! 


T^vOUBTLESS,  ere  this,  Dr.  Billings— the  brilliant < 'excep- 
tion  to  the  rule" — is  timid  about  opening  the  medical 
journals.  His  absurd  statements  made  before  the  British 
Medical  Association  about  malaria  and  science  being  antag- 
onistic have  brought  down  upon  him  a  shower  of  invective 
and  ridicule.  It  seems  that  his  aim  was  to  create  the  im- 
pression that  the  medical  profession  of  the  South  and  West 
are  ignorant,  half  educated,  not  "scientific,"  as  a  kind  of  a 
half-way  justification  of  his  course  in  the  original  organiza- 
tion of  the  International  Medical  Congress  as  proposed  by 
him — the  omission  of  members  from  those  sections  ; — and 
he  went  at  it  in  a  roundabout  way.  "Malaria"  was  drag- 
ged in  as  a  kind  of  pretext  for  saying  that  there  is  no 
"science"  in  the  great  Mississippi  valley. 

But  his  plan  was  an  unfortunate  one,  and  has  laid  him 
open  to  severe  ridicule.  He  asserts  that  "malaria  and  sci- 
ence are  antagonistic;"  the  inference  being  that  science 
exists  only  where  there  is  no  malaria  ;  and  as  he  evidently 
intended  to  create  the  belief  that  all  the  science  is  up  North, 
or  "  down  East,"  he  overlooked  the  fact  that  his  map  showed 
an  abundance  of  absence  of  malaria — ergo — presence  of 
science  away  up  in  the  great  Northwest,  the  Territories  and 
Utah  ;  and  also,  where,  according  to  Bartholow,  there  is  dense 
ignorance — in  southern  Illinois.  He  and  Dr.  Bartholow  should 
have  compared  notes  better,  for,  as  it  stands,  Billings  insists, 
according  to  his  map,  that  lower  Illinois  in  immensely  scien- 
tific. 

Dr.  Davis,  in  the  yournal  of  the  American  Medical  Asso- 
ciation (Sept.  25),  treats  Billings  and  his  "notable  address" 
in  a  serio-comic  vein  that  is  exquisite — irresistable.  His 
commentary  on  the  map  and  the  address  is  worthy  of  a 
Juvenal  or  a  Dickens.  After  pointing  out  the  existence  of 
the  greater  part  of  the  science  of  the  medical  profession  of 
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America,  away  up  in  the  great  Northwest — up  amongst  the 
Rocky  Mountains,  and  down  in  Lower  California,  and  in 
Utah,  according  to  this  "  map" — he  says: 

"  Reasoning  on  these  lines,  and  looking  at  the  Utah  part  of  the 
malarial  map,  one  might  be  inclined  to  formulate  some  such  law  as 
'Malaria  and  Polygamy  are  Antagonistic ;'  for  there  is  a  great  deal 
of  polygamy  in  Utah,  but  very  little  malaria  ;  and  while  there  is  much 
malaria  in  the  Mississippi  valley,  there  is  no  polygamy ;  and  this  is 
further  borne  out  by  the  fact  that  while  the  Sultan  of  Turkey  has  many 
wives,  he  is  not  subject  to  malaria.  Now,  then,  if  malaria  and  science 
are  antagonistic,  malaria  and  polygamy  antagonistic,  malaria  and  can- 
cer antagonistic,  and  cancer  and  science  synergistic,  does  it  not  follow 
that  polygamy  and  science  are  synergistic?  Have  we  not  here  a  key 
to  the  great  problem  of  what  to  do  with  the  Mormons?  Let  the  Gov- 
ernment send  half  a  dozen  bactero-therapists  to  Utah,  each  armed  with 
cultivations  of  the  bacillus  malaria?.  *  *  *  *  Yet,  if  malaria 
and  science  are  antagonistsc,  there  is  still  a  gleam  of  hope — one  way 
out  of  the  difficulty  ;  and  but  one.  We  regard  it  as  fortunate  in  medi- 
cine, when  we  find  something  antagonistic  to  something  else,  which  is 
dangerous  ;  and  if  malaria  be  antagonistic  to  cancer,  polygamy  and 
science,  the  converse  must  be  true.  Here,  then,  we  have  a  prophy- 
lactic indication  ;  instead  of  planting  eucalyptus  trees,  which  must 
take  some  years  to  grow ;  instead  of  draining  swampy  lands,  which 
requires  a  vast  amount  of  money,  let  us  transplant  full  grown  cancer 
patients,  polygamists  and  scientists,  to  our  malarial  districts,  in  such 
numbers  that  the  malarial  microbes  must  inevitably  be  overcome  and 
driven  from  the  country.  Let  a  great  cry  go  up  from  the  Mississippi 
valley  and  other  malarial  districts  for  an  influx  of  cancer  patients 
from  the  North  and  Northeast,  and  scientists  from  Idaho,  Utah 
and  Nevada."     [Italics  ours.] 

The  irony  in  that  last  sentence  is  exquisite.  Dr.  Davis 
insists  that  Billings  meant  cancer,  and  not  science  ;  that  can- 
cer is  the  only  thing  enjoyed  by  the  East,  not  possessed  by  the 
South;  as  he  has  shown  by  the  "map"  that  the  "science" 
predominates  in  the  Rocky  Mountain  region.  (In  this,  Bil- 
ling's reminds  us  of  the  little  boy  who  boasted  that  "they" 
had  something  at  "their"  house,  which  none  of  the  others 
had,  and  when  asked  what  it  was,  triumphantly  answered 
"a  dead  grand-ma.") 

Dr.  Davis  concludes  his  masterly  article  in  these  telling 
words.  Those  who  have  been  favored  with  seven  immense 
volumes  of  "The  Index  Catalogue  of  the  Surgeon  General's 
Office"  will  not  fail  to  see  the  point: 
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"And  if  the  remedies  prove  potent  against  the  evil,  then  we  will 
see  that  science  and  malaria  are  really  antogonistic ;  we  will  see  how 
great  results  may  spring  from  incidental  suggestions  made  in  a  foreign 
country :  and  we  will  also  see 

'  How  //zrt^'.v-learning  turns  no  student  pale, 
Yet  holds  the  eel  of  science  by  the  tail.'  " 

Poor  Billings  !  With  the  whole  of  the  Southern  and  West- 
ern.  Journals  turned  against  him — and  the  journal  of  the 
American  Medical  Association  making  fun  of  him,  he  must 
feel  that  he  has  made  an  unenviable  notoriety  ;  and,  doubt- 
less, he  wishes  that  he  had  not  been  "  the  exception  to  the 
rule,"  but  had  followed  the  "  old  Scotch  maxim,"  which 
he  quotes:  44  That  which  you  don't  know,  tell  that  not  to 
any  one." 

It  only  remains  now  for  some  medical  Thomas  Nast  to 
carricature  him  in  the  act  of  holding  an  eel  labled  "science" 
firmly  by  the  tail,  while  a  large  number  of  eels,  having 
eluded  the  grasp  of  the  people  in  the  Mississippi  valley,  are 
making  tracks  for  the  mighty  East.  (With  a  pile  of  Index 
catalogues  in  the  foreground.) 


HEGI^OLOGIGAL. 


IN  MEMORIAM. 


HAYS  WHITE  MOORE,  M.  D. 


TX  AYS  WHITE  MOORE,  M.  D.,  son  of  David  B.  Moore 
and  Mary  White  Moore,  was  born  at  New  Orleans, 
Louisiana,  March  5,  1S56,  and  died  at  his  residence,  Fort 
Worth,  Texas,  on  Sunday,  September  26,  1886,  of  peritoni- 
tis, resultant  from  ulceration  of  the  gall-bladder. 

Shortly  after  the  close  of  the  late  civil  strife  (in  1866), 
when  Hays  was  but  ten  years  of  age,  his  father  and  mother 
died,  and  he  was  then  placed  under  the  guardianship  of  his 
paternal  uncle,  by  whom  he  was  reared. 
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His  early  life  was  spent  in  New  Orleans,  where  he  received 
the  greater  part  of  his  academic  education,  the  remainder 
having  been  obtained  at  Emory  &  Henry  College,  Virginia. 

At  the  close  of  his  academic  course,  he  visited  relations  in 
Tennessee  and  Kentucky  ;  and  while  at  Pembroke,  in  the 
latter  State,  he  made  the  acquaintance  of  Dr.  Joseph  Potts 
Thomas,  a  surgeon  of  wide  reputation. 

Dr.  Thomas  was  impressed  with  young  Moore's  perception 
and  seeing  elements  that  he  thought  would  develop  an  able 
surgeon,  he  induced  him  to  study  medicine.  Under  the  pre- 
ceptorship  of  this  noted  Kentucky  surgeon,  Moore  progresed 
rapidly,  imbibing  many  of  the  traits  which  lent  lustre  to 
the  record  of  his  instructor. 

Ere  long,  he  entered  the  Louisville  Medical  College,  and 
after  a  due  course  of  study  was  graduated  M.  D.  therefrom 
Febuary  27,  1878.  During  his  collegiate  term,  he  received 
special  instruction  in  gynaecology  from  Dr.  Wm.  H.Wathen. 
and  clinical  instruction  at  the  various  hospitals,  receiving  also  a 
diploma  from  the  Louisville  City  Hospital. 

Now  arrived  at  manhood,  and  provided  with  a  physician's 
armamentarium,  Dr.  Moore  began  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion in  Saddlersville,  Tennessee,  whence,  on  account  of  a  lim- 
ited field  of  labor,  he  removed  to  Fort  Worth , Texas,  in  1880, 
where  he  remained  to  the  time  of  his  death. 

In  February,  1882,  he  was  appointed  city  physician  of  Fort 
Worth,  which  position  he  held  until  April,  1883,  declining  re- 
election, that  he  might  devote  more  time  to  private  practice. 
He  served  as  physician  and  surgeon  to  the  Tarrant  county 
jail  from  January,  1SS2,  until  his  death.  He  was  also  sur- 
geon to  the  fire  department;  local  surgeon  to  the  Gulf,  Col- 
orado and  Santa  Fe  Railroad:  Stale  examiner  for  the 
Knights  of  Honor  ;  county  examiner  for  the  order  of  Chosen 
Friends,  and  for  several  life  insurance  companies  ;  was  a 
member  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association,  and  chair- 
man of  its  Section  on  Surgery  (Belton  meeting),  also  a  mem- 
ber of  its  Judicial  Council ;  president  of  the  Fort  Worth  and 
Tarrant  County  Medical  and  Surgical  Association  ;  chair- 
man of  the  Democratic  Executive  Committee  of  Tarrant 
county,  etc. 

He  contributed  to  medical  literature  a  paper  on  ' 6  Demen- 
tia and  Hemiplegia,  Resulting  from  Cerebral  Compression, 
Relieved  by  Trephining' '  ( read  before  the  Texas  State  Medical 
Association,  eleventh  annual  meeting);  "  Poisoning  by  Coal 
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Gas  of  Two  Comanche  Chiefs"  (Daniel's  Texas  Medical 
Journal,  February,  1886),  and  several  other  papers. 

Prior  to  his  death,  he  was  engaged  in  the  preparation  of  a 
"  Report  of  a  Successful  Laparotomy  upon  a  Female  Child, 
Aged  Nine  Years."  In  his  earliest  experience  he  exhibited 
an  aptitude  for  surgery  which,  had  he  been  permitted  the 
natural  allotment  of  years,  would  have  raised  him  to  the  front 
rank  among  famous  surgeons.  Young  though  he  was,  ability 
had  already  brought  to  him  a  recognition  for  which  many 
strive  a  lifetime  without  attaining.  The  operations  he  per- 
formed were  many  and  various,  and  among  them  some  of  the 
most  difficult  in  the  art  of  surger}^. 

For  a  year 'or  more  prior  to  his  death,  Dr.  Moore  had,  at 
times,  suffered  from  hepatic  colic  ;  but  not  until  the  spring  of 
1886  had  these  attacks  assumed  a  serious  character.  In  the 
latter  part  of  March  last,  he  experienced  a  long  and  severe 
illness,  which  very  nearly  proved  fatal.  After  this,  he  re- 
mained in  reasonably  good  health  until  the  following  August, 
when  he  was  again  prostrated.  He  recovered  and  enjoyed 
partial  immunity  from  pain  until  the  final  attack. 

Early  Friday  morning  (September  24th),  he  was  aroused 
by  a  severe  pain  in  the  right  hypochondriac  region.  The 
disease  progressed  rapidly,  and  by  3  o'clock,  a.  in.,  Sunday, 
his  symptoms  became  alarming.  At  6  o'clock,  after  a  con- 
sultation, his  physicians,  Drs.  Beall,  Adams  and  Black,  con- 
cluded he  was  beyond  physical  aid.  After  this,  he  aroused 
to  consciousness  several  times.  At  3  p.  m.,  he  made  an  ef- 
fort to  get  nearer  the  window ;  his  eyes  brightened  ;  one 
moment  of  recognition  came,  a  placid  smile  spread  o'er  his 
face — and  then  his  eyes  grew  meaningless,  and  he  died. 

Attended  by  two  loving  sisters,  and  surrounded  by  friends 
to  whom  he  was  dear  as  a  brother,  this  grand,  noble,  princely 
spirit,  took  its  flight. 

An  autopsy  was  made,  in  the  presence  of  Drs.  Beall,  Ad- 
ams, Black,  Slauter,  and  VanZandt,  and  three  friends.  It 
disclosed  an  ulceration  and  perforation  of  the  gall-bladder, 
through  which  the  bile  had  escaped  into  the  abdominal  cav- 
ity, causing  the  fatal  peritonitis.  A  gall-stone,  weighing 
forty-six  grains,  was  found. 

The  very  same  condition  was  presented  at  the  autopsy  of 
the  famous  St.  Louis  Surgeon,  Prof.  John  T.  Hodgen. 
*  *  *  •*  *  #  * 

Of  commanding  appearance  and  great  physical  power, 
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nature  had  made  his  body  a  fitting  temple  for  the  strong  will 
and  powerful  mind  that  lived  therein. 

Possessing  a  keen  intuitive  knowledge  of  mankind,  he  was 
at  home  among  all  classes  of  men.  There  were  none  so 
lowly  that  they  did  not  feel  the  effect  of  his  sympathizing 
presence  ;  none  so  high  that  they  did  not  know  they  had  met 
an  equal. 

His  friends  loved  him  with  a  devotion  inspired  by  the 
knowledge  that  in  the  hour  of  danger,  and  time  of  trouble, 
he  would  be  with  them  with  calm  courage  and  strong  deci- 
sion ;  ready  to  do  battle  for  their  cause ;  and  his  enemies 
turned  in  silent  fear  from  one  who,  in  the  right,  knew  not  the 
name  of  peril. 

Kind,  hospitable  and  generous  ;  he  was  a  social  companion 
fitted  to  brighten  the  hours  of  revelry  and  the  place  of  song ; 
and  midst  the  darker  scenes  of  life  his  charitable  hand  and 
open  purse  were  ever  ready  to  alleviate  the  pangs  of  misery 
and  want. 

His  patients  found  in  him  not  only  a  doctor,  but  a  friend  ; 
for  he  went  to  the  sick  room  not  as  an  hireling,  but  as  one 
who  delighted  to  be  the  servant  of  science  in  her  high  mis- 
sion of  conquering  pain  and  tribulation,  and  restoring -to 
health  and  happiness  the  afrlicted  of  his  race. 

If  "  true  religion  is  to  visit  the  fatherless  and  widow  in 
their  affliction,'"'  and  in  the  great  unknown,  happiness  falls 
to  those  who  loved  their  brothermen,  he  has  a  glorious 
future  beyond  the  darkness  of  the  grave. 

The  silent  tongues  of  many  mournful  hearts  do  higher 
tribute  to  his  memory  than  any  effort  of  this  pen ;  for  years 
shall  fade  away,  and  old  men  and  women,  one  by  one  go 
tottering  to  the  tomb,  ere  from  the  minds  of  this  people  will 
pass  away  the  cherished  memory  of  Dr.  Hays  White 
Moore.  J.-H. 

Fort  Worth,  Texas,  Oct.  12,  1886. 


T  MED — At  his  residence  in  Ferris,  Texas,  Sept.  22,  Dr. 
****  Albert  Welch,  aged  37  years. 

Dr.  Welch  was  a  member  of  the  Physicians'  Mutual 
Benefit  Association  of  Texas,  and  also  of  the  Texas  State 
Medical  Association ;  having  joined  the  latter  at  the  Dallas 
meeting,  last  April.    Assessments  have  been  sent  out  to 
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the  members  of  the  P.  M.  B.  A.  for  the  death  benefit 
fund  provided  for  in  the  Constitution  and  By-Laws  of 
the  Society,  and  it  is  hoped  that  members  will  promptly 
respond,  as  failure  to  pay  within  the  time  specified  forfeits 
membership  and  all  monies  previously  paid  in. 


fiEWS  AND  CQlSGELLANY. 


The  American  Public  Health  Association  will  meet 
next  year  in  Memphis. 

Discontinued — From  date,  all  clubbing  arrangements  are 
discontinued  by  mutual  consent. 

Dr.  G.  M.  Boynton,  late  of  Breckenridge,  Stevens 
County,  Texas,  has  settled  in  Austin.    Welcome,  Doctor. 

The  Mississippi  Valley  Medical  Association  will  meet 
at  Crab  Orchard  Springs,  Kentucky,  in  July,  next  year.  Let 
every  State  Association  send  delegates  to  swell  the  roll  and 
push  on  the  good  work. 

Physicians,  Take  Notice. — Physicians  are  requested  to 
-pay  no  money  to  any  one  traveling  as  agent,  either  for  this 
Journal,  or  for  the  Physicians'  Mutual  Benefit  Association 
of  Texas.  All  authority  to  solicit  for  either  is  hereby 
revoked. 


Dr.  J.  R.  Briggs,  our  esteemed  contemporary  of  the 
Texas  Courier  Record  of  Medicine,  we  regret  to  learn, 
has  been  seriously  ill  with  phlegmonous  erysipelas,  and  con- 
fined to  bed  at  Bonham,  Texas.  The  doctor  had  the  misfor- 
tune to  lose,  by  fire,  at  Bells,  recently,  his  trunks,  containing 
his  wearing  apparel,  books,  instruments,  and  valuable  papers, 
to  the  amount  of  $400.  Truly,  misfortunes  never  come 
singly.    The  doctor  has  our  sympathy  and  best  wishes. 

The  Manufacture  of  Quinine  by  Synthesis. — Mr. 
Creswell    Hewett,  of    London,   has   succeeded   in  man- 
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ufacturing  quinine  synthetically  from  "an  article  which  can 
always  be  got  in  abundance  in  any  part  of  the  world,"  and 
which  is  cheap.  This  discovery,  it  is  thought,  will  reduce 
the  price  of  quinine  to  a  trifle  (3d.  per  oz.)  The  import- 
ance of  Mr.  Hewitt's  rind  will  be  appreciated  by  the  British 
Government,  which  expends  £60,000,  or  $300,000,  annually 
in  the  cultivation  of  the  Cinchona  tree  :  and  the  saving  will 
be  understood,  when  it  is  remembered  that  the  bark  of  the 
Cinchona  only  yields  2  per  cent,  of  good  quinine  ;  98  per 
cent,  being  valueless.  Thus  has  Chemistry  contributed 
another  great  boon  on  mankind. 

The  Fever  at  Boloxi,  Miss.,  and  "Shotgun"  Quaran- 
tine.— After  all  the  controversy  about  the  nature  of  the 
fever  which  appeared  at  Boloxi,  some  weeks  since, 
it  seems  to  have  turned  out  to  be  yellow  fever,  notwith- 
standing the  possitive  assertions  to  the  contrary.  News- 
paper reports  publish  the  number  of  cases  at  present  at  275, 
and  telegrams  report  the  establishment  of  "shotgun  quaran- 
tine" at  neighboring  towns. 

It  is  too  late  in  the  season  to  fear  any  danger  of  its  becom- 
ing epidemic  in  Texas;  nevertheless  Texas  has  re-established 
quarantine  (on  Oct.  19). 

The  sagacity  of  the  Texas  State  Health  Officer  is  apparent 
in  his  action  in  instituting  quarantine  when  the  fever  was  first 
reported,  notwithstanding  the  diagnosis  of  "malaria,"  by  the 
local  doctors.  It  seems  that  Dr.  Swearingen,  who  visited 
Boloxi,  had  his  opinion  of  the  fever,  and  acted  on  it. 

Texas  Quarantine  Officers  and  the  Storms. — If 
there  are  any  who  believe  the  position  of  Quarantine  officer 
on  the  coast  of  Texas  is  a  sinecure,  let  them  ponder  the 
recent  experience  of  Drs.  Fisher,  Perkins  and  McFarland. 

In  the  recent  storm  which  swept  away  the  beautiful  city 
of  Indianola,  we  learn  that  Dr.  Fred  K.  Fisher,  the  quar- 
antine officer  at  Pass  Cavallo,  with  his  wife,  was  only  saved 
by  clinging  for  nine,  long  hours,  waist  deep,  to  some  salt 
cedar  bushes,  while  the  waves  broke  often  over  their  heads, 
and  the  current  was  so  swift  that  it  was  with  great  difficulty 
they  could  keep  their  feet.  The  Doctor's  house,  with 
its  entire  contents,  was  carried  away,  including  the  old  fam- 
ily silver,  an  heirloom  in  the  family. 

Dr.  T.  J.  McFarland,  at  Indianola  (who,  however,  is  not 
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a  quarantine  officer,  but  a  practicing  physician  of  that  place, 
and  an  old  resident),  was  driven,  with  his  wife  and  children, 
to  the  house-top,  whence  they  were  washed  off  by  the  waves, 
and  were  saved  only  by  clinging  to  floating  timbers  ;  while 
everything  he  possessed  on  earth,  except  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren, was  swallowed  up  and  lost  in  the  watery  horror ! 
Think  of  it !  Imagine  the  situation,  if  you  can — rendered 
doubly  dreadful  by  the  intense  darkness  of  a  storm-black 
night,  whose  gloom  was  intensified  by  the  occasional  light- 
ning's flash,  and  the  roar  of  the  surging,  angry  sea  !. 

Dr.  A.  N.  Perkins,  the  faithful  quarantine  officer  at  Sa- 
bine Pass,  writes  to  State  Health-Officer  Swearingen,  of  the 
recent  storm. 

"We  lost  everything  but  our  lives.  It  is 
impossible  to  say  now  how  many  were  lost;  not  less,  I 
think,  than  seventy-five;  only  a  small  proportion  of  their 
bodies  have  been  found.  *  Our  town  was  almost  entirely  de- 
stroyed. The  quarantine  building  has  not  yet  been  heard 
of.  The  life-saving  building  remains,  not  much  injured.  I 
will  return  to  the  Pass  in  a  few  days,  and  report  to  you,  at  an 
early  date,  what  remains  of  the  State  property  formerly  in 
my  charge." 

In  1877,  Dr.  Pete,  the  Quarantine  officer  at  Galveston,  to- 
gether with  his  grandson,  and  a  fine  saddle  horse,  were 
washed  away,  and  we  believe  were  never  after  heard  of. 

The  above  furnishes  only  another  illustration  of  that  self- 
sacrificing  heroism  so  characteristic  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession, which  has  prompted  so  many  of  its  brilliant  mem- 
bers to  lay  down  their  lives  in  the  endeavor  to  discharge  a 
sacred  trust. 


^DVE^.TISEI^S'  HODGES, 


A  Physician  from  a  neighboring  city  informs  us  that  quite 
a  number  of  physicians  in  that  city  have  recently  bought  the 
Archer  Chair.    See  advertisement. 


"  They  Say" — and  what  they  say  must  be  true — that 
Kidder's  Crust  Pepsin  has  six  times  the  strength  of  the  pep- 
sin of  U.  S.  P.    Its  digestive  powers  are  immense. 
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Surgeons  should  not  forget  how  near  Atlanta  is,  when 
they  want  any  kind  of  surgical  appliances,  and  I.  Phillips, 
the  dealer  of  the  South,  is  very  prompt  to  fill  orders,  as  we 
know. 


They  Like  it. — It  is  estimated  by  a  traveling  salesman 
in  Texas,  that  about  one-half  of  the  practicing  physicians 
who  are  44  abreast  of  the  times,"  in  the  section  where  he 
traveled,  are  using  Barry's  thermometer. 

The  Second  Summer  is  the  crisis  in  the  baby's  life;  if 
he  gets  through  the  bowel  trouble  incident  to  teething,  he  is 
O.  K.  Extractum  Pancreatis  should  be  added  to  his  milk, 
to  digest  it.  It  will  regulate  the  bowels  by  obviating  the  fer- 
mentation of  undigested  milk. 

Phcenix  Like. — The  Kentucky  School  of  Medicine  has 
arisen  from  the  ashes  of  its  former  self,  the  handsome  build- 
ing having  recently  been  destroyed  by  fire,  and  is  now  in  full 
blast,  with  every  preparation  and  facility  for  thorough  instruc- 
tion in  all  branches.    See  advertisement. 


Persons,  young,  old,  or  middling,  and  especially  nursing 
mothers,  experiencing  the  debilitating  effects  of  hot  weather, 
and  suffering  from  ^^/-assimilation,  and  losing  weight, 
should  order  a  case  of  Wyeth  Brothers'  Liquid  Malt.  It 
is  tonic,  stimulant  (the  merest  trace  of  alcohol)  and  nutri- 
tient;  very  refreshing. 

It  is  not  only  invalids  and  children  who  delight  in  Mellin's 
Pood,  but  a  large  class  of  consumers  whose  digestive  organs 
require  delicate  treatment.  The  Food  is  so  nourishing  and 
so  delicious  that  those  with  any  delicacy  of  constitution  will 
find  it  better  than  medicine,  and  the  concentration  of  nourish- 
ing properties.  Every  year  increases  its  popularity  with  the 
medical  profession. 

Reliable. — We  have  before  spoken  of  the  aids  to  prac- 
tice given  physicians  by  intelligent  manufacturing  chemists  ; 
it  not  only  is  a  satisfaction,  a  pleasure,  to  know  that  what  one 
is  prescribing  is  reliable  as  to  exact  doses  and  solubility,  but 
often  a  patient's  life,  no  less  than  the  physician's  reputation, 
•depends  upon  these  qualities  of  the  medicines  used.    In  this 
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connection,  we  wish  to  say  that  the  hypodermic  tablets — and 
the  gelatine  and  sugar  coated  pills  prepared  by  the  "old  reli- 
able" house  of  Sharpe  &  Dohme,  Baltimore,  fulfil  these 
requisites,  and  physicians  using  them  can  depend  upon  the 
above  statement.  They  will  not  disappoint  you,  as  we  were 
once  disappointed.  At  a  crisis,  we  found  eleven  coated  pills 
in  the  commode,  when  we  expected  to  lind  our  patient 
quininized.  They  were  not  made  by  Sharp  &  Dohme,  vou 
may  depend.    Their' s  are  soluble  and  reliable. 

Constipation  in  Pregnancy. — I  used  Acid  Mannate  with 
great  satisfaction  in  the  case  of  a  young  lady  in  her  first 
pregnancy.  She  was  most  obstinately  constipated  for  five 
months — had  taken  everything  she  could  hear  of.  No  relief. 
She  was  entirely  cured  with  one  bottle  of  Acid  Mannate. 
Completed  her  term,  and  has  remained  well  ever  since — now 
four  months.  F.  W.  Rathrick,  M.  D. 

Battle  Creek,  Mich. 


Wanted. — To  hear  of  a  case  of  malaria  of  long  standing 
which  has  resisted  the  usual  treatment.  Mansanetta  Water, 
sold  by  C.  B.  Shafer,  of  Washington  City,  is  said  to  cure 
such  cases  where  quinine  and  all  else  fail,  and  the  proprietor 
wants  to  correspond  with  some  physician  having  such  case  in 
hand  :  he  otters  to  sell  a  barrel  of  the  water  on  exceedingly 
liberal  terms,  for  a  trial,  and  guarantees  a  cure.  Wants  a 
report  made,  no  matter  what  the  result. 

Albany,  Texas,  Sept.  n,  1886. 
Jerome  Kidder  Manufacturing  Co.,  New  York  City. 

Gentlemen : — The  Electrode  came  all  O.  K.,  also  the  Bat- 
tery. *  *  *  I  must  thank  you  for  your  promptness  in 
filling  my  little  orders,  and  will  further  say  that  I  regard  the 
"  Jerome  Kidder  Battery  "  the  very  best  that  is  made;  it 
has  proven  satisfactory  in  every  kind  of  disease  that  I  have 
treated  with  it.    Very  truly,  W.  M.  Poweel,M.  D. 


Xewt  York  Post-Graduate  Medical  School  and  Hos- 
pital.— This  institution  is  the  only  one  in  New  York  that 
has  a  special  charter  from  the  Legislature.  The  hospital  is 
under  the  same  roof  with  the  school  besides  this,  many  of 
the  professors  are  connected  with  the  large  hospitals  of  the 
city,  and  hold  clinics  there  exclusively  for  post-graduate 
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matriculates,  while  the  gravest  operations  may  also  be  seen 
at  the  school.  More  than  700  practitioners  have  attended 
its  sessions  since  its  foundation,  four  years  ago. 

Jefferson  Medical  College. — We  direct  the  attention 
of  our  readers  to  the  announcment  in  our  advertising  pages  of 
this  famous  institution  of  learning.  The  corps  of  instruction 
has  been  recently  reorganized,  and  every  preparation  has 
been  made,  and  every  facility  secured,  to  give  to  the  student 
a  thorough  course  of  instruction  in  every  branch  of  medical 
study. 

In  this  connection  it  affords  us  pleasure  to  inform  our 
readers  upon  the  authority  of  Dr.  Bartholow,  the  distinguished 
Dean,  that  the  differences  as  to  the  International  Congress, 
which  unfortunatly  exist  in  the  medical  profession  had  noth- 
ing whatever  to  do  with  the  changes  made  in  the  teaching 
corps  Dr.  Bartholow  assures  us  that  the  subject  of  the 
Congress,  as  affecting  the  members  of  the  faculty,  has  never 
been  mentioned  in  faculty  meeting.  We  are  pleased  to  be 
able  to  make  this  announcement. 


Substitution. — Does  the  profession  realize  how  much 
injury  is  done  to  physicians  and  their  patients  by  the  substitu- 
tion of  spurious,  or  the  so-called  "just  as  good"  preparations  ; 
in -place  of  goods  of  standard  reputation? 

The  following  letter  from  Dr.  Springer  is  a  case  in  point. 
Respectfully,  Battle  &  Co., 

Chemists  Corporation. 
Van  Buren,  Ohio,  Sept.  10,  1886. 
Messrs.  Battle  &  Co.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Gentlemen : — In  the  case  of  "  Insomnia,"  which  I  reported 
to  you  in  May  last,  and  wherein  it  required  seven  drachm 
doses  (hourly,  1  drachm)  to  produce  sleep  by  Bromidia 
bought  at  pharmacy  in  Findlay — it  required  but  one  drachm, 
repeated  in  one  hour,  to  produce  a  good  night's  rest,  of  the 
sample  bottle  you  sent  me.  I  also  use  the  Bromidia  (Battle 
&  Co.)  with  the  best  results  in  "  cholera  infantum,"  and  in 
44  hysteria." 

Am  satisfied  that  the  article  bought  at  Findlay  -was 
"Spurious.'"  Geo.  Springer,  M.  D. 


The  late  issue  of  the  present  number  of  the  Journal,  was 
caused  by  a  change  in  the  house  of  publication. 
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ABSORPTION  OF  CATARACT. 

(PROBABLY  CONGENITAL)  ONE  YEAR  AFTER  FIRST  DISCISSION  AI1D  TEN 
MONTHS  AFTER  SECOND. 

Reported  by  T.  J.  Tyner,  M.  D.,  San  Antonio  y  Texas. 
(For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal.) 

MISS  R.,  age  19.  Health  and  family  history  good.  Has  never 
had  either  convulsions  or  any  serious  illness.  As  well  as  she  can 
remember  her  vision  has  never  been  good,  although  has  been  able 
to  read  until  six  years  ago.    In  right,  vision  =  15-200  in  left  2-200. 

July  1st,  1885,  with  the  application  of  a  four  per  cent  solution 
of  cocaine,  and  without  pain,  I  made  a  discission  in  left  eye,  ro- 
tating the  needle  in  the  lens  substance.  There  was  much  swelling 
but  no  reaction.  The  pupil  was  kept  well  dilated  with  atropine  and 
instead  of  the  bandage  I  used  cold  compresses  with  solution  of 
boric  acid. 

September  1st  following,  there  being  no  perceptible  indication  of 
absorption,  I  made  a  second  operation,  dividing  the  tens  in  several 
places ;  flakes  of  which  in  two  or  three  days  dropped  down  in  the 
lower  part  of  anterior  chamber.  Notwithstanding  she  was  taken 
during  the  night  with  an  attack  of  dengue  fever  which  was  quite 
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severe,  no  reaction  whatever  followed,  and  the  lens  substance 
in  the  anterior  chamber  disappeared  in  two  or  three  weeks,  by 
absorption. 

June  1886.  I  had  seen  the  young  lady  from  time  to  time,  and  had 
given  the  operation  up  as  a  failure,  and  so  stated  in  Dr.  Geo. 
Cupples'  report  on  Texas  Surgery,  and  contemplated  extracting  the 
cataract,  as  the  other  eye  had  grown  practically  useless  ;  but  to  my 
surprise  and  gratification  she  presented  herself  to-day,  with  the  lens 
absorbed,  except  a  small  area  in  lower  segment.  A  perfect  view  of 
the  fundus  was  obtained,  and  vision  =  15-70. 

November  fifth,  vision  has  increased  to  15-30  partly,  with  a  prob- 
ability of  still  further  improvement.  There  is  not  the  slightest  stain 
or  opacity  of  either  the  anterior  or  posterior  capsule.  No  synechia, 
and  the  pupil  reacts  thoroughly. 

The  object  of  interest  in  this  case,  (and  the  only  one),  is  the 
great  length  of  time  required  for  absorption — nearly  one  year.  Ab- 
sorption is  usually  complete  in  children  in  from  four  to  ten  weeks, 
and  in  young  adults  from  six  or  seven  weeks  to  three  months,  rarely 
ever  going  beyond  that  time. 

I  shall  operate  in  the  other  eye  in  a  few  days,  and  will  give  the  re- 
sult to  the  readers  of  the  Journal. 

There  was  an  outside  feature  in  the  case  worthy  of  mention. 
Atropia  was  applied  sufficiently  often  to  keep  the  pupil  dilated,  but 
a  few  weeks  after  the  second  operation  it  produced  lachrymation, 
hyperemia,  increased  tension  and  intense  pain,  lasting  eight  to 
twelve  hours.  As  these  symptoms  increased  in  intensity  after  each 
application,  the  use  of  the  drug  was  discontinued. 

San  Antonio,  November  7.  1886. 


STRYCHNIA  HYPODERMICALLY,  IN  MALARIAL 
HEMATURIA. 

By  S.  Leard  Keown,  M.  D.,  Dallas,  Texas. 
For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 

MR.  F — ,  Oct.  26,  just  four  weeks  from  a  malarious  district  in 
Arkansas,  where  he  had  been  having  chills  for  12  months, 
causing  anaemia,  emaciation,  enlargement  of  the  liver  and  spleen, 
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was  a  very  unfit  subject  to  stand  the  trying  ordeal  of  this  dreaded 
disease. 

He  had  enjoyed  an  immunity  from  chills  since  leaving  Arkansas, 
until  the  9th  of  April,  when  he  had  a  light  chill.  This  put  him  on 
his  guard,  and  on  the  following  day,  after  taking  a  course  of  pur- 
gative medicine,  took  a  liberal  quantity  of  quinine  j  this  did  not 
have  the  desired  effect  in  keeping  off  the  expected  chill  as  it  made 
its  return  a  little  earlier  than  it  appeared  on  the  day  before.  The 
same  course  of  medicine  was  repealed,  with  the  hope  of  prevent- 
ing another  paroxysm,  which  was  as  fruitless  as  in  the  first  instance, 
as  on  this,  the  third  day  from  his  first  chill,  he  had  one  of  unusual 
severity,  lasting  two  and  a  half  hours,  during  which  time  he  was  in 
hard  rigors.  This  attack  was  attended  with  considerable  fever  and 
inordinate  vomiting.  The  distress,  occasioned  by  his  constant 
vomiting,  caused  him  to  send  for  me,  and  I  reached  him  about  two 
o'clock  p.  m.  just  as  the  cold  stage  was  going  off.  He  was  still 
vomiting  bilious  matter  which  was  expelled  in  small  quantities 
every  few  minutes.  There  was  increased  action  of  the  salivary 
glands,  with  the  same  discoloration  of  saliva  as  was  shown  by  the 
saliva  vomited.  Temperature  was  104  0  ,  circulation  140  0  ,  with 
very  low  arterial  tension.  Inquiring  into  the  appearance  of  his 
urine,  I  was  told  it  was  very  dark;  this,  with  his  general  symptoms, 
aroused  my  suspicions  of  the  existing  trouble;  however,  I  refrained 
from  coming  to  a  settled  conclusion,  till  his  urine  could  be  in- 
spected. 

I  gave  him  calomel,  two  grains,  sub.  nit.  bismuth,  four  grains  and 
morphine  one-fourth  grain.  This  was  borne  by  the  stomach,  not- 
withstanding its  extreme  irritability.  The  vomiting  continued 
though  nausea  and  retching  was  not  so  severe.  A  half  teaspoonful 
each,  of  spirits  of  nitre  and  fluid  extract  of  ergot  was  given  which 
was  immediately  ejected  from  the  stomach,  although  it  was  given 
largely  diluted.  A  mustard  plaster  was  placed  over  the  stomach, 
and  allowed  to  burn  quite  freely;  his  feet  were  placed  in  warm 
water  and  the  same  dose  of  nitre  and  ergot  repeated,  which  was  as 
promptly  expelled  as  the  first  dose.  Directing  quinine  by  inunc- 
tion to  be  commenced  at  six  o'clock,  and  trusting  to  the  calomel, 
bismuth  and  morphine,  which  latter  was  reduced  from  one-fourth 
to  one-eighth  grain,  to  keep  the  severe  vomiting  somewhat  re- 
strained, I  left,  with  instructions  for  them  to  send  for  me,  if  the 


DANIEL'S  TEXAS  MEDICAL  JOURNAL. 


next  urine  voided  was  still  dark.  They  failed  to  save  a  specimen 
of  urine,  or  to  even  notice  it,  as  he  went  out  of  the  house  after 
dark  to  urinate.  Fortunately  I  was  called  again  in  the  early  part 
of  the  night  on  account  of  the  troublesome  vomiting  which  was  on 
the  increase,  as  regards  both  severity  and  quantity.  My  apprehen- 
sions of  malarial  hematuria  now  run  so  high  that  I  determined  to 
remain  with  him,  till  he  again  passed  his  urine.  In  the  meantime 
I  engaged  myself  in  addressing  remedies  to  palliate  the  obstinate 
vomiting  which  continued  in  defiance  of  every  anti-emetic 
remedy  at  hand.  While  other  remedies  were  being  tried  to 
quiet  the  stomach,  warm  water,  as  hot  as  could  beborne,was  given 
him.  This  would  so  dilute  the  acrid  contents  of  the  stomach  as 
to  ward  off  vomiting  for  a  while.  It  was  also  observed  that  when 
vomiting  did  occur  immediately  after  taking  the  warm  water, 
the  act  was  accomplished  with  more  ease.  His  thirst  was  intense, 
and  every  spoonful  of  cold  water  given  him  was  instantly  thrown 
off.  We  now  abandoned  all  attempts  to  check  emesis  and  made 
constant  use  of  the  hot  water  draughts,  whenever  nausea  appeared. 
This  being  retained  a  short  while,  gave  some  relief  to  his  thirst  in 
addition  to  its  service  in  mitigating  the  hard  vomiting.  About  two 
o'clock  in  the  morning  he  discharged  from  the  bladder  a  half  pint 
of  fluid  as  dark  as  venous  blood. 

I  now  knew  that  my  former  suspicions  were  correct,  and  at  once 
commenced  to  use  strychnia  hypodermically,  giving  one  thirty-fifth 
of  a  grain  at  a  time.  The  first  made  an  immediate  perceptible 
change  in  the  circulation.  The  pulsation  became  quicker  and 
stronger,  with  the  intervals  between  each  pulsation  clearly  denned. 
Directing  the  calomel,  bismuth  and  morphine  to  be  continued 
every  four  hours,  and  the  warm  water  given  whenever  vomiting  was 
threatened,  and  a  continuance  of  the  quinine  by  inunction,  I  left 
to  return  again  at  daylight.  On  my  return  I  found  vomiting  un- 
changed, arterial  tension  again  lowering,  and  prostration  rapidly 
advancing.  His  skin  by  the  approaching  daylight  showed  to  be 
almost  as  yellow  as  an  orange.  His  respiration  was  becoming 
hurried,  and  he  was  complaining  of  great  bodily  heat  though  his 
temperature  had  gone  down  to  100  °  .  I  now  injected  the  second 
dose  of  strychnia,  with  a  full  dose  of  morphia.  An  enema  of  warm 
water  and  soap  was  given,  which  caused  the  bowels  to  move,  the 
action  being  watery  and  very  yellow.    After  giving  him  a  little  rest, 
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the  syringe  was  again  used,  which  caused  a  larger  action  than  the 
former,  and  of  the  same  bilious  appearance.  The  bismuth  and 
morphine  were  left  off  now,  as  the  former  seemed  to  be  of  no  use, 
and  the  latter  was  not  needed.  Calomel  was  continued  in  five  grain 
doses  every  four  hours  for  the  following  twenty-four  hours.  At  this 
time  the  color  of  the  urine  was  not  so  bad,  but  its  quantity  was  very 
scant.  Eighteen  hours  elapsed  without  any  urine  being  passed* 
which  was  a  period  of  great  anxiety  to  me,  for  on  the  appearance 
of  this  fluid  I  mainly  depended  for  my  prognostic  information.  As 
soon  as  this  failure  on  the  part  of  the  kidneys  was  noticed,  I  com- 
menced giving  five  drops  of  tincture  of  digitalis  with  each  hypo- 
dermic injection  of  strychnia.  When  he  again  passed  his  urine,  to 
my  delight,  it  had  very  much  improved  in  appearance.  While  his 
temperature  had  gone  to  the  normal  point,  skin  was  rapidly  clear- 
ing up,  vomiting  was  less  frequent,  and  bowels  were  discharging  bil- 
ious matter  freely,  I  felt  an  extreme  uneasiness  on  account  of  the 
kidneys  failing  to  act  for  this  length  of  time. 

Strychnia  and  digitalis  were  kept  up,  but  their  interval  between 
administration  was  lengthened  from  four  hours  to  six  hours.  By 
this  time  (the  fourth  day  since  the  hard  chill)  the  symptoms  had 
improved,  but  prostration  was  considerable,  and  exhaustion  was  ex- 
pected. The  stomach  was  too  irritable  to  retain  nourishment  of 
any  ordinary  kind,  or  to  carry  out  its  part  in  the  digestive  process. 
The  bowels  were  moving  too  often  to  allow  of  rectal  feeding.  Now 
that  the  alarming  symptoms  had  considerably  abated,  a  fatal  issue 
impended  from  the  source  of  exhaustion.  During  my  absence,  some 
of  his  friends,  in  the  attempt  to  nourish  him,  gave  a  small  quantity 
of  sweet  milk  which  was  in  a  few  minutes  vomited  in  a  hard  coa- 
gulated condition.  Under  these  embarrassing  circumstances  at- 
tending the  administration  of  nourishment,  the  peptonising  powder 
of  Fairchild  Bros.  &  Foster  was  used  in  the  artificial  digestion  of 
milk,  which  was  taken  with  a  relish  and  retained  with  a  joyful  sur- 
prise by  the  patient.  He  was  again  seen  in  twenty-four  hours,  by 
which  time  it  was  evident  that  recovery  would  be  the  result. 

The  essentials  in  this  clinical  report  are  the  heroic  use  of  strych- 
nia, to  which  allusion  was  made  by  myself  in  Daniel's  Texas 
Medical  Journal,  October  edition,  1885,  and  the  use  of  chemi- 
cally digested  nourishment.  Strychnia,  standing  at  the  head  of 
vaso-motor  stimulants,  produces  contraction  of  the  relaxed  blood 
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vessels  upon  which  the  leakage  depends  in  malarial  hematuria,  etc.; 
hypodermic  administration  is  greatly  to  be  preferred  in  such  cases, 
on  account  of  the  extreme  irritability  of  the  stomach,  and  to  secure 
immediate  action.  Some  difficulty  exists,  however,  in  making  a 
suitable  solution  for  this  mode  of  administration,  unless  the  follow- 
ing plan,  which  I  obtained  by  experiment,  is  used  : 

Take  powdered  crystalized  sulphate  of  strychnia  one  grain,  water 
ten  drops,  alcohol  sixty  drops;  mix  in  a  test  tube,  and  apply  heat 
till  solution  is  effected.  This  makes  a  permanent  solution,  which 
is  not  precipitated  by  the  addition  of  either  alkalies  or  acids,  each 
drop  representing  one-seventieth  of  a  grain  of  the  alkaloid.  A 
sufficient  quantity  of  this  solution  should  be  used  to  effect  contrac- 
tion of  the  blood  vessels.  We  are  authorized  by  Prof.  Orendorf, 
professor  of  Therapeutics  in  the  Kentucky  School  of  Medicine,  to 
use  one-thirtieth,  cne-twentieth,  one-tenth  of  a  grain  if  necessary, 
to  effect  this  result.  In  this  case  the  sub-cutaneous  injection  of 
one-thirty-fifth  of  a  grain  every  four  to  six  hours  kept  up  contrac- 
tion of  the  vessels,  and  arrested  the  escape  of  blood  and  bile  from 
their  proper  channels.  No  unpleasant  symptoms  were  produced 
throughout  the  whole  use  of  the  drug  in  this  case.  For  a  few  min- 
utes after  injecting  the  dose  used,  twitching  of  the  muscles  and 
tendons  of  the  forearms  was  noticed,  but  no  other  threat  of  con- 
vulsive action  was  made. 

It  is  a  fact,  conceded  by  many  observing  physicians,  that  not  a 
few  patients  die  of  exhaustion  after  surviving  the  crisis  of  the  dis- 
ease. Suitable  nourishment  at  the  proper  time  would  save  many 
of  this  class.  The  stomach,  if  not  too  irritable  to  retain  ordinary 
nourishment,  is  too  feeble  to  digest  the  same;  besides,  the  time  re- 
quired for  stomach  digestion  is  too  valuable  to  loose,  when  life  de- 
pends on  immediate  nutrition.  Of  all  the  prepared  foods  tried  in 
my  practice,  I  have  not  seen  the  utility  of  the  one  here  mentioned, 
surpassed.  Fresh,  pure  milk,  which  contains  a  greater  variety  of 
the  nutritive  elements  required  by  the  system,  can  be  introduced 
into  the  stomach  pre-digested,  in  which  condition  it  is  at  once  ap- 
propriated by  the  system. 

I  am  aware  that  many  of  our  best  practitioners  place  more  con- 
fidence in  heroic  doses  of  quinine,  and  a  free  use  of  jaborandi  in 
the  treatment  of  malarial  hsematuria,  than  they  do  in  the  employ- 
ment of  strychnia.    Quinine,  when  given  in  large  doses,  certainly 
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has  the  effect  of  paralyzing  the  vasomotor  centres,  and  thereby  re- 
laxes the  blood  vessels  and  bile  ducts;  besides,  when  the  blood  is 
saturated  with  quinine,  the  amceboid  movement  of  its  corpuscular 
elements  is  arrested,  making  the  remaining  portion,  its  plasma 
more  fluid;  in  which  state  it  more  easily  passes  through  the  relaxed 
tissues  of  the  vessel.  Jaborandi  is  undoubtedly  the  most  relaxing 
therapeutic  agent  in  use.  This  erroneous  use  of  these  drugs  in 
malarial  hematuria  is,  to  some  extent,  pardonable;  for  this  disease 
is  known  to  depend  upon  malaria;  and  quinine  is  our  foremost  an- 
tidote to  this  miasm;  and  the  great  healing  agent  to  its  pathological 
lesions.  The  ability  of  the  skin  to  act  vicariously  for  the  kidneys, 
strongly  suggests  the  employment  of  jaborandi,  which  has  the 
power  to  augment  the  action  of  the  sudorific  glands  to  their  ut- 
most extent.  While  the  use  of  these  agents  is  thus  strongly  indi- 
cated, we  must  not  fail  to  remember  their  relaxing  effects  upon  the 
whole  system,  whicn,  to  overcome  this  undue  relaxation,  is  the 
great  desideratum  in  treating  this,  the  most  dreaded  of  malarious 
affections.  After  the  unpleasant  experience  of  the  responsibilities 
ln  a  good  number  of  cases  of  this  trouble,  we  have  brought  our 
convictions  to  the  point  to  abandon  the  use  of  jaborandi  altogether, 
and  to  make  a  very  careful  use  of  quinine.  Malarial  hsematuria, 
depending,  as  it  does,  upon  malarial  miasm  for  its  pathological 
foundation,  the  importance  of  removing  the  cause  in  treating  any 
disease,  and  of  preventing  the  recurrence  of  paroxysms  in  malarial 
affections,  and  the  necessity  of  using  supportive  measures  in  this 
disorder,  which  is  attended  by  early  prostration,  renders  a  moderate 
use  of  quinine  imperative.  We  may  give  a  sufficient  amount  of  the 
alkaloids  of  cinchona  to  partially  cinchonize  the  patient,  without 
producing  relaxation  of  the  system.  The  physiological  action  of 
quinine  is,  in  moderate  doses,  to  stimulate  all  parts  of  the  system; 
while  in  large  doses  it  paralyzes  the  vaso-motor  centres.  (Farguhar- 
son,  Bartholow,  Chisom,  Lewisky,  Birquet,  et  al). 


Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal  is  read  more  extensively  in 
Texas  than  any  journal  published,  and  the  circulation  is  still  in- 
creasing. Send  along  your  names,  gentlemen,  there  will  be  enough 
to  go  around. 
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A  CASE  OF  INERTIA  UTERI. 


By  C.  L.  Gwynn,  M.  D.,  Galveston,  Texas. 


(For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal.) 


N  the  5th  of  March  1880  I  was  called  to  Mrs.  K.,  age  22  years  a 


\_J  native  of  Alabama,  married  and  a  primipara.  I  found  her  suf- 
fering with  general  anasarca,  and  by  her  calculations  within  three 
weeks  of  her  expected  confinement. 

The  history  of  the  case,  as  far  as  I  could  learn,  was  that  she  was 
chlorotic  from  the  commencement  of  her  menstrual  life,  and  had 
lived  for  the  past  two  years  in  the  Brazos  bottom,  a  very  malarious 
district.  She  had  suffered  intensely  from  morning  sickness  from 
the  beginning  of  her  pregnancy  to  the  present.  I  gave  R.  Cerii 
oxalat  gr.  ij.  every  second  hour  with  some  relief.  I  also  gave  her 
R.  Pil  Digitalis  Comp  every  4th  hour  with  the  result  of  giving  tone 
and  controlling  the  heart's  action;  there  was  also  a  slight  increase 
in  the  amount  of  urine  voided.  I  had  no  test  case  or  apparatus  for 
the  examination  of  the  urine  for  albumin,  so  cannot  say  whether 
it  was  present  or  not,  or  if  present,  in  what  quantities. 

March  8th.  The  amount  of  the  dropsy  largely  increased;  the  labia 
pudendi  (which  I  had  not  examined  before)  enlarged  to  the  size  of 
small  cocoanuts.  For  their  relief  I  used  acupuncture  and  gave  fl.  ext. 
Buchu  in  Z  doses,  also  sub-carbonate  of  iron  and  nourishing  diet. 
March  10th.  Found  to-day  the  labia  almost  normal  in  size  ;  the 
dropsy  of  the  lower  extremities  almost  gone,  and  the  patient  feeling 
better.    I  discontinued  the  iron,  as  it  produced  gastric  irritation. 

March  nth.  About  day  I  was  called  to  this  case  in  labor,  she 
had  had  slight  pains  since  midnight ;  her  mother  had  given  her  a 
half  grain  dose  of  morphine.  Upon  making  a  digital  examination 
per  vagina,  I  found  the  os  tineas  barely  dilated  enough  to  insert  the 
forefinger  ;  the  waters  unruptured,  the  position  of  the  child  right 
lateral,  with  the  spine  to  the  front.  According  to  her  calculations 
she  lacked  some  days  of  being  at  full  term,  and  I  determined  to 
await  the  effect  of  the  morphia;  about  noon  labor  recommenced, 
spontaneous  version  having  taken  place,  the  vertex  presented. 
Owing  to  the  anaemic  condition  of  the  patient  itwas  slow  and  almost 
powerless,  inertia  taking  place,  and  the  patient  being  about  to  sink 
from  exhaustion,  having  an  intolerance  to  alcoholic  stimulants,  my 
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forceps  being  at  home  six  miles  away.  I  applied  five  drops  of 
nitrite  of  amyl  by  inhalation,  with  the  immediate  effect  of  increasing 
heart  action  and  uterine  contractions.  I  repeated  the  inhalation  in 
fifteen  minutes,  with  like  effect,  and  again  in  fifteen  minutes  more 
with  the  effect  of  bringing  the  child  and  secundines  into  the  world; 
there  was  less  wasting  or  hemorrhage  following  this  delivery  than 
in  any  I  had  conducted  for  years. 

The  labor  lasted,  from  the  first  pains,  about  fifteen  hours.  The 
baby  was  a  well  formed  girl  weighing  about  five  pounds. 

March  13th.  Patient  seemingly  doing  well,  but  as  she  does  not 
rally  in  strength,  I  have  ordered  the  baby  to  be  taken  away  from 
her,  and  tonics  and  nutritive  diet  given. 

March  17th.  Patient  gradually  sinking  in  spite  of  tonics,  resto- 
rative medicines,  food,  etc. 

March  20th.  Died  to-day  of  ansemic  exhaustion  leaving  the  in- 
fant to  follow  her  six  months  later,  of  infantile  diarrhoea. 


A  CASE  OF  COMPOUND-COMMINUTED  FRACTURE  OF 
THE  FRONTAL  BONE,  WITH  DEPRESSION: 
RECOVERY. 


N  the  evening  of  June  4th,  last,  I  was  called  to  see  a  negro  boy 


Voyaged  about  18  years,  who  had  been  hit  in  the  forehead  a  few 
hours  before  my  arrival,  with  a  rock  about  the  size  of  two  fists. 
When  hit,  he  fell  as  though  dead;  was  picked  up  and  brought  to 
the  house,  a  distance  of  three  hundred  yards,  after  which  he  slowly 
revived.  When  I  arrived,  I  found  him  lying  in  a  semi-conscious 
condition;  pulse  slow,  full  and  regular;  respiration  slow,  labored 
and  irregular;  pupils  dilated.  There  was  a  transverse  gash  about 
two  inches  long,  an  inch  above  the  eye  brows  This  communicated 
with  a  depressed  and  comminuted  fracture  of  the  frontal  bone. 
It  being  night,  I  dressed  the  wound,  made  the  patient  as  comfor- 
table as  possible,  and  postponed  further  proceedings  until  daylight 
When  seen  the  next  day,  the  patient  complained  of  pain  and 
heaviness  in  the  head;  articulation  indistinct,  pulse  full  and  regu- 


By  Eugene  Clark,  M.  D.,  Lockhart,  Texas. 


For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 
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lar,  breathing  slow  and  irregular,  pupils  dilated.  He  was  put  under 
the  influence  of  a  mixture  of  chloroform  and  ether,  the  cut  en- 
larged and  an  incision  made  at  right  angle  and  from  the  middle  of 
the  upper  edge  of  the  first  cut.  The  skin  was  dissected  back  re- 
vealing a  depressed  triangular  fracture,  the  sides  of  which  were 
about  two  and  a  half  inches  long.  The  base  of  the  triangular  frac- 
ture was  downward,  and  was  badly  comminuted.  The  comminuted 
bone  was  removed,  and  an  elevator  introduced  into  the  opening 
made  by  its  removal,  and  the  depressed  portion  of  bone  elevated 
into  position.  In  removing  this  comminuted  bone,  there  was  one 
spicula  of  the  internal  table  which  had  perforated  the  dura  mater 
and  entered  the  longitudinal  sinus,  upon  the  removal  of  which 
there  came  forth  a  continuous  stream  of  black  blood  about  an 
eighth  of  an  inch  in  diameter.  The  longitu'dinal  incision  was 
closed  with  sutures,  and  a  piece  of  absorbent  cotton  introduced  to 
check  the  hemorrhage  from  the  opened  sinus.  The  transverse  cut 
was  left  open  for  drainage,  and  the  removal  of  the  cotton.  The 
wound  was  dressed  with  a  dry  dressing  of  absorbent  cotton. 

Upon  coming  from  under  the  influence  of  the  anaesthetic,  he  was 
able  to  get  up  from  the  table  and  walk  to  his  bed.  He  said  that 
his  head  felt  free  from  heaviness  or  pain,  and  his  speech  was  clear 
and  distinct. 

When  seen  on  the  6th,  the  temperature  was  gS)4  °  >  pulse  87,  res- 
piration 22,  pupils  normal,  intellect  clear.  The  cotton  which  had 
been  introduced  to  check  the  hemorrhage  from  the  opened  sinus, 
was  removed,  and  there  was  no  further  trouble  from  hemorrhage. 
The  wound  was  washed  out  with  a  disinfectant  solution  and  dressed 
as  before,  with  a  dry  dressing.  The  patient  did  well — at  no  time 
did  the  temperature  go  over  101  0  .  On  the  12th  the  patient  sat  up 
and  shelled  corn.  In  four  weeks  time  the  wound  had  healed,  leav- 
ing the  patient,  with  the  exception  of  a  slight  scar,  none  the  worse 
for  the  mishap. 

Cincinnati,  Ohio,  September  24,  1886. 
F.  E.  Daniel,  M.  D.,  Austin,  Texas. 

Dear  Doctor : —  *  *  *  You  can  rest  assured  I  will  give  you 
whatever  business  I  can  for  your  publication,  as  I  regard  it  as  one 
of  the  most  enterprising  of  the  many  Medical  Journals  of  the  South. 
You  have  certainly  made  great  headway  with  it. 

Yours  very  truly,  H.  C.  Hall. 
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Correspondence. 


TAIT'S  OPERATION  IN  TEXAS. 

Note  from  Dr.  Wilkinson,  President  of  Galveston  Club. 

Editor  Daniel's  Medical  Journal. 
Dear  Sir  : 

IN  your  October  number  you  allude  to  a  meeting  of  the  Galveston 
Medical  Club  wherein  you  quote  me  as  having  stated  in  connec- 
tion with  a  subject  up  before  that  body  for  discussion  that  "Four  cases 
of  Tait's  operation  had  been  performed  in  Texas,"  and  you  pro- 
ceeded to  show  that  several  other  similar  operations  had  been 
performed  etc.,  etc. 

Now,  in  justice  to  myself  and  to  the  editor  of  the  "  Courier- 
Record  of  Medicine,"  who  was  only  reporting  what  he  had  heard,  I 
desire  to  state  what  was  said,  and  my  reasons  for  such  statement. 

In  announcing  to  the  Club  that  four  cases  of  Tait's  operation  had 
been  performed  in  Texas,  it  was  not,  by  any  means,  intended  that 
only  four  such  cases  had  ever  occurred  in  our  entire  State.  On  the 
contrary,  the  writer  was  of  the  opinion  that  others  had  been  per- 
formed. But  this  he  wished  to  emphasize,  viz.:  that  only  the  report 
of  four  such  cases  had  come  to  his  knowledge.  Up  to  the  first  of  the 
present  year,  but  seven  cases  of  oophorectomy  had  been  reported. 
(See  Cupples'  report  on  Surgery  to  State  Association  1886.  How 
many  of  these  were  Battey's,  and  how  many  were  Tait's  I  cannot 
state  ;  probably  three  of  the  former,  and  four  of  the  latter;  possibly 
fewer  of  Tait's.  Be  this  as  it  may,  certainly  not  more  than  four  or 
five  salpingo-oophorectomies  had,  up  to  August  t,  of  the  present  year, 
been  reported  in  any  Texas  Medical  Journal,  if  indeed  in  any  other, 
though  many  more  may  have  been  performed. 

It  is  a  source  of  regret  to  us  all  that  physicians  do  not  report 
such  cases,  as  the  credit  of  Texas  surgery  could  not  fail  to  be 
enhanced  by  such  publicity. 

It  was  with  this  very  object  in  view,  to-wit :  In  order  to  bring  out 
the  experiences  of  other  gentlemen  in  this  department  of  Gynaecol- 
ogy, that  the  writer  furnished  the  list  of  Tait's  operations  that  had 
been  brought  to  his  particular  attention. 
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I  am  induced  to  believe  that  few,  if  any,  of  Dr.  Cupples'  cases,  or 
in  fact,  few  of  any  other  operative  cases,  have  ever  found  light 
in  either  of  our  home  journals  ;  and  with  a  start  of  12  or  13  let  the 
number  increase  until  it  reaches,  as  I  think  it  can,  at  present  25  or 
30  oophorectomies. 

[We  beg  leave  to  remark  that  it  was  the  Courier  Record 
that  "quoted  "  Dr.  Wilkinson,  and  not  this  Journal.  We  merely  ex- 
tracted what  the  Courier  Recorded,  attributed  to  him.  Our  object 
was  also,  to  call  out  reports. — Ed.] 


"TAIT'S  OPERATION  (?)  IN  TEXAS." 

NOTE  FROM  DR.  BALDWIN,  OF  OHIO. 

Editor  of  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal  : 

Whether  Tait's  operation  has  been  performed  five  times  in  Texas 
or  fifty,  may  depend  upon  what  constitutes  a  Tait  operation.  Of 
the  cases  reported  by  Dr.  Cupples,  as  given  in  your  October  issue, 
pages  166-7,  only  one — case  3 — is  a  passable  Tait,  and  that  is  too 
briefly  reported  to  be  certain.  You  say  Dr.  Hadrahad  three  Tait's, 
and  Dr.  Christian  one  ;  but  the  conditions  found  at  these  opera- 
tions are  not  given. 

In  a  letter  from  Dr.  Battey,  dated  October  1,  '86,  he  defines  his 
operation  as  follows  : 

"The  complete  extirpation  of  both  ovaries  whilst  yet  in  a  state 
of  functional  activity,  for  the  effectual  remedy  of  cases  of  disease, 
otherwise  incurable."  Under  date  of  October  8,  '86,  Mr.  Tait 
writes  me  :  "I  mean  by  Tait's  operation  the  removal  of  uterine  ap- 
pendages for  disease,  actual  physical  disease,  other  than  cystoma. 
That  is  to  say,  an  operation  for  removal  of  all  the  uterine  appen- 
dages, both  ovaries  and  tubes,  for  myoma  of  the  uterus,  is  a  Tait 
operation.  Removal  of  one  tube  for  pyosalpinx,  or  other  disease? 
is  a  Tait  operation.  Removal  of  both  ovaries  and  tubes  for  chron- 
ic inflammatory  disease  and  adhesions,  is  a  Tait  operation.  Re- 
moval of  appendages  which  are  not  diseased,  and  are  not  removed 
on  account  of  disease  of  the  uterus,  is  not  a  Tait  operation.  The 
latter  is  an  operation  of  which  I  do  not  approve,  because  the  re- 
sults have  not  been  satisfactory." 

What  is  meant  by  a  Battey  operation,  is  pretty  well  understood 
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in  this  country;  and  it  is  quite  generally  supposed  that  a  Tait  oper- 
ation is  simply  a  Battey,  plus  removal  of  the  tubes ;  but  such  a 
definition  is  incorrect. 


"TAIT'S  OPERATION." 

Fort  Worth,  Texas,  November  14,  1886. 
Editor  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal: 

What  do  our  Texas  journals  and  surgeons  mean  by  Tait's  opera- 
tion ? 

Mastin  has  said  that  the  removal  of  the  ovaries  should  bear  the 
name  of  Battey.  The  removal  of  the  tubes  the  name  of  Tait.  The 
removal  of  both,  ovaries  and  tubes,  the  name  of  Hagar.  Tait  has  ex- 
pressed the  wish  that  his  name  be  attached  to  the  removal  of  the 
uterine  adnexa  for  bleeding  uterine  myoma. 

What  do  Wilkinson  and  others  mean  by  Tait's  operation  ?  I 
have  made  nine  laparatomies,  or  as  Tait  prefers,  nine  abdominal 
sections.    Yours,  etc.  E.  J.  B.,  M.  D. 


"TAIT'S  OPERATION  IN  TEXAS." 
By  A.  Wadgymar,  M.  D.,  Corrizo  Springs,  Texas. 
Case  i,  1884,  February  9 — Mrs.  D.  V.,  age  26,  dysmenorrhcea, 
sterility,  successful  ;  child  born  March  19,  1885. 

Case  2,  Mrs.  B.  W.,  aged  23,  catalepsy;  cause,  amenorrhcea;  sup- 
pression, of  nine  years  standing. 

Case  3,  Mrs.  G.,  age  28  years  ;  dysmenorrhcea  ;  all  cases  cured. 


"MISGUIDED   MEMBERS   OF  THE   PROFESSION,"  AND 
THE  PRESIDENTIAL  ADDRESS  AGAIN. 


Action  of  the    East  Line  (Dr.  Becton's  Home)  Medical 

Association. 

Greenville,  Texas,  Oct.  25,  i836. 
Dr.  F.  E.  Daniel,  Austin,  Texas. 

Dear  Sir : — The  East  Line  Medical  Association  at  its  last  reg- 
ular meeting  held  in  Greenville,  October  5,  adopted  the  enclosed 
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resolutions,  and  instructed  me  as  Secretary,  to  furnish  them  to  the 
Courier  Record  of  Medicine  and  your  Texas  Journal  for  publication. 

Yours  &c, 
J.  W.  Garnett,  Secretary  E.  L.  M.  A. 

"Whereas,  the  July  number  of  Daniel's  Medical  Journal  con- 
tains an  article  from  the  editor  thereof  essaying  a  criticism  upon 
the  several  addresses  of  Drs.  Brown  and  Becton,  both  having  been 
president  of  the  T.  S.  M.  A.,  and  said  article  going  beyond  as  we 
believe,  the  bounds  and  spirit  of  fair  and  legitimate  criticism, 

Be  it  hereby  resolved  by  this  Association 

First,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Association  that  the  criticism 
was  uncalled  for,  unfair  and  undignified,  and  does  not  reflect  the 
sentiment  of  the  majority  of  the  physicians  of  our  great  State, 
as  claimed — that  the  language  used  was  opprobrious  and  personal, 
and  is  by  us  most  emphatically  condemned. 

Second,  That  Drs.  Brown  and  Becton,  in  the  judgment  of  this 
body,  as  presidents  severally  of  T.  S.  M.  A.,  bore  the  honors  of 
that  position  with  credit  to  themselves,  and  to  the  approbation  of 
their  fellows  in  medicine. 

Third,  That  whereas  in  the  article  referred  to  the  editor  has  as- 
sumed to  represent  the  medical  fraternity  of  Texas  in  matters  of 
theology — we  rebuke  it  as  audacious  and  impertinent. 


Office  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal,  j 
Austin,  Texas,  October  30,  1S86.  j 
Dr.  J.  W.  Garnett,  Secretary  East  Line  Medical  Association, 
Greenville,  Texas. 

Dear  Sir:  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  October  25,  inst., 
enclosing  resolutions  passed  at  a  recent  meeting  of  the  "East  Line 
Medical  Association,"  censuring  me  for  expressions  in  the  editorial 
columns  of  this  journal  for  July. 

I  regret  that  you  saw  proper  to  withhold  them  till  too  late  for 
publication  in  the  October  number  of  the  journal,  as  I  should  like 
to  have  published  them  simultaneously  with  the  Courier-Record. 
They  shall  appear  in  the  next  issue  of  the  journal,  as  requested. 

I  think  your  society  has  taken  an  extreme  view  of  the  matter, 
and  has  done  me  an  injustice  in  construing  the  article  referred  to. 
I  allude  to  the  third  paragraph  of  your  resolution,  which  recites 
that  I  have  "assumed  to  represent  the  medical  fraternity  in  matters 
of  theology."  I  repudiate  the  charge,  and  protest,  it  is  not  war- 
ranted by  the  facts  ;  that  viewed  dispassionately,  and  from  an  un- 
biassed standpoint,  not  a  line  or  sentence  in  the  editorial  is  legiti- 
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mately  susceptible  of  any  such  construction.  The  Roman  tactics 
of  "defending  by  attacking,"  which  has  been  attempted  by  the 
"East  Line  Medical  Association,"  is  more  ingenious  than  just;  for 
it  was  just  precisely  that  assumption,  by  the  Presidents,  (which  you, 
and  not  I,  characterize  as  "audacious  and  impertinent,") — to  which 
objection  was  made  editorially,  as  calculated  to  stir  up  strife  and 
dissension  in  the  State  Association. 

Moreover,  I  have  disclaimed  (editorially)  any  intention  to  reflect 
personally  upon  the  gentlemen  named,  and  had  dismissed  the  sub- 
ject, after  stating  my  reason  to  have  been  in  the  interest  of  har- 
mony in  the  association;  But  since  the  "East  Line  Medical  Asso- 
ciation" deline,  on  behalf  of  Drs.  Becton  &  Brown,  to  accept,  either 
my  disclaimer  or  my  explanation,  but  bring  up  the  subject  at  this 
late  day,  and  in  such  shape,  I  am  so  clearly  put  upon  the  defensive, 
that  I  must  be  excused,  if,  in  my  defense,  I  make  use  of  evidences 
of  approbation,  and  eyidorsement,  both  of  the  course  and  language  of 
the  Journal,  quite  at  pronounced  and  emphatic  as  the  "censure" 
of  your  association.  To  do  this,  will,  of  course,  involve  a  return 
to  the  subject  in  the  journal, — something  which  I  had  hoped  to 
avoid, — and  should  the  result  be, — what  I  have  sincirely  endeavored 
to  prevent, — feeling  and  discord  among  the  members  of  the  State 
Association,  I  shall  hold  myself  as  wholly  irresponsible  for  it. 
Very  respectfully, 

F.  E.  Daniel. 

(See  editorial  columns.) 


RARE  EFFECTS  OF  QUININE  ON  THE  SKIN. 

Editor  of  DajiieVs  Texas  Medical  Journal  : 

I NOTICE  in  the  September  number  of  thhe  Courier  Record 
2l  report  of  a  case  of  rare  effects  of  quinine  on  the  skin  by  Dr. 
C.  H.  Wilkinson,  of  Galveston,  which  reminds  me  of  a  case  which 
I  was  called  to  see  August  20th,  1886, — the  two  year  eld  child  of 
Mr.  C.  P.  M. — and  found  the  little  fellow  suffering  from  an  attack 
of  intermittent  fever.  I  at  once  made  the  following  R  for  the  child: 
Quinine  sul  grs.  xx,  B.  C.  Soda  gr.  xii,  Syr  Yerba  Santa  §ii. 

M.  S.  Teaspoonful  every  hour  and  a  half  until  four  or  five  doses 
of  the  mixtures  was  administered  ;  this  was  in  the  afternoon.  August 
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a i st,  at  ii  o'clock,  a.  m.  I  called  again,  and  to  my  surprise  the 
mother  informed  me  the  baby  was  broke  out  all  over  like  it  was 
taking  measles,  and  further  stated  she  could  not  believe  it  to  be 
measles  as  it  had  not  been  exposed  to  the  disease  at  all. 

After  carefully  examining  the  eruption  I  informed  her  that  the 
breaking  out  was  the  effects  of  the  quinine.    I  ordered  her  to  dis- 
continue the  medicine  and  I  put  it  on  the  following 
B  :  Liq.  Pot.  arsen       M  xx. 
Aq.  Pura  3ii. 

M.  S.  Teaspoonful  three  times  a  day.  The  child  did  not  have 
any  more  chills,  and  made  a  good  recovery. 

Since  that  time  I  have  had  occasion  to  prescribe  quinine  again; 
it  produced  the  same  erythematous  eruption. 

This  is  the  first  case  of  the  kind  I  have  ever  met  with.  I  report 
this  case  merely  to  add  another  link  to  the  chain  of  evidence  that 
dermatic  cinchonism  is  no  myth.  J.  E.  Roach,  M.  D. 


DISLOCATION  OF  OCCIPITAL  BONE  FROM  ATLAS. 

Editor  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal : 

I herewith  append  you  a  report  of  a  case,  which  will  add  one 
more  to  the  very  few  reported  cases  to  be  found  in  medical 
literature.  On  September  26th,  18S6,  Dr.  P.  J.  Powers  was  called 
urgently  to  visit,  five  miles  in  the  country,  Mr.  Failing,  who  had 
been  thrown  from  a  falling  horse,  about  3  p.  M.,  August  16th.  The 
doctor  arrived  about  6  p.  if.,  and  found  patient  comatose,  perfectly 
paralized  except  as  to  respiratory  and  cardiac  function,  respiration 
very  stertorous,  and  at  intervals  intermitting.  Right  pupil 
quite  dilated.  Left  contracted  to  pin  point  apperture,  the  pulse 
full,  regular  and  84  beats  to  a  minute.  Inferior  maxilla  dropped 
down;  unable  to  swallow,  temperature  normal.  No  reaction  what- 
ever. The  Doctor  turned  the  patient  in  left  semiprone  position 
and  examined  the  spine,  as  he  thought,  very  carefully,  but  found 
nothing  externally  indicating  any  lesion  of  that  part.  No  external 
evidence  of  injury  was  visible  except  dislocation  of  left  shoulder, 
head  of  the  humerus  forward,  downward,  slightly,  and  inwards;  sub- 
glenoid variety.  This  because  of  the  perfect  paralysis  was  easily 
reduced.    There  was  no  congestion  of  conjunctiva.  Directions 
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were  given  enjoining  perfect  rest  with  the  exception  of  occasional 
stimulating  pediluvia  awaiting  morning  for  some  reaction.  At  3 
p.  M.,  next  day,  patient  was  again  seen  by  Dr.  B.  and  myself.  Con- 
dition of  patient  changed  in  the  following  respects:  Temperature 
104^,  pulse  130,  respiration  30  to  a  minute;  quite  an  accumulation 
of  sordes  on  teeth.  On  examining  patient  I  found  a  dislocation  of 
the  occipital  bone,  from  Atlas,  and  such  as  that  when  in  the  left 
semiprone  position  was  almost  replaced  for  the  time,  and  difficult 
co  discern,  but  in  all  other  positions  quite  evident;  and  also  such 
that  if  the  head  were  placed  in  same  position,  the  respirations 
could  be  interrupted,  and  indeed  I  thought  that  at  one  time  by  a 
certain  position,  an  end  had  been  reached  ;  this,  however,  was  re- 
lieved by  a  selected  position.  The  abnormal  position  of  the  spinal 
column,  or  atlas  was  to  right  and  possibly  posteriorly; — occcipital 
bone  of  course  to  left.  There  was  also  slight  spasms  of  left  arm 
and  hand,  with  extreme  extension  of  both  feet;  no  motion  else,  ex- 
cept those  caused  by  respiration.  Patient  died  at  6  p.  m.,  27th, 
twenty-seven  hours  after  fall,  without  any  increase  of  convulsions. 
Respectfully, 

W.  H.  Lanxaster,  M.  D. 

Coleman,  Tejcas,  October  2nd,  1886. 


A  UNIQUE  CASE  IN  MINOR  SURGERY. 

Editor  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  yournal : 

HAVING  had  recently  a  rather  unique  case  in  minor  surgery, 
I  thought  to  give  a  sketch  in  your  valuable  Journal. 
Mrs.  J.  K.  applied  for  advice  in  regard  to  a  foreign  body,  which 
she  thought  to  be  a  pin  or  needle,  which  made  its  appearance  some 
ten  months  since,  in  the  left  mammal  region.  I  found  the  body 
located  in  the  fifth  intercostal  space,  lying  obliquely  with  point  di- 
rected downward  and  outward,  with  head  deeply  imbedded  in  su- 
perficial facia.  As  the  point  lay  immediately  beneath  the  integu- 
ment, I  thought,  to  make  an  incision  just  over  it  and  use  small  for- 
ceps, would  be  all  that  was  necessary;  but  I  found  it  almost  im- 
possible to  get  a  hold  on  it,  it  being  in  the  loose  fascia.  Having 
gained  the  patient's  consent,  I  concluded  to  use  an  anaesthetic.  I 
then  had  Dr.  Welsh  called,  who  came,  accompanied  by  Dr.  Burk, 
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both  of  this  place.  They  agreeing  with  me,  we  at  once  proceeded. 
After  getting  a  good  state  of  anaesthesia,  we  made  an  incision  the 
length  of  the  foreign  body,  cutting  well  down  and  separating  the 
gristly  cyst  in  which  it  was  incased. 

It  was  found  to  be  an  iron  pin,  very  much  corroded,  so  much 
so  that  it  came  out  in  three  pieces,  which,  being  placed  together, 
gave  the  outline  of  the  pin.  The  incision  was  immediately  closed 
by  two  or  three  interrupted  sutures,  and  the  wound  dressed  antis- 
ceptically. 

I  have  written  these  few  lines  for  information,  as  the  patient  could 
furnish  no  clue.  She  does  not  recollect  to  have  smallowed  a  pin 
or  to  have  stuck  one  in  her  person.  If  anyone  feels  disposed  to 
give  a  few  suppositions,  or  ideas,  in  regard  to  it,  they  will  be  thank- 
fully received. 

W.  A.  Barton,  M.  D. 

Newport,  Texas. 


A  NEW  METHOD  IN  INCARCERATED  SCROTAL  HERNIA. 


Editor  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal: 

THE  patient,  a  large  stout  man  about  35  years  old,  had  been  suf- 
fering from  complete  strangulation  for  twenty-four  hours.  The 
scrotal  sack  was  as  large  as  an  infant's  head  at  a  year  old,  very 
hard  and  tense.  Taxis,  the  knee-chest  position,  suspension  with 
head  down,  and  various  other  methods  had  been  tried  in  vain.  His 
condition  was  becoming  serious.  I  had  in  my  pocket  a  Martin's 
India  rubber  bandage.  I  took  the  scrotum  in  my  left  hand  to 
steady  it,  and  began  with  the  band  at  the  distal  end  to  strap,  mak- 
ing strong  tension,  and  as  the  strapping  approached  the  canal  in  a 
spiral  manner,  decreased  the  tension.  I  then  wound  the  band 
back  to  the  distal  end,  increasing  the  tension.  In  five  minutes  of 
this  steady  and  expulsive  pressure,  I  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing 
the  sack  diminishing,  and  suddenly  the  whole  collapsed  with  a 
gurgle,  and  the  reduction  was  complete. 

Now,  Mr.  Editor,  if  this  is  worth  putting  in  your  journal,  you 
may  do  so;  if  not,  put  it  in  the  waste  basket. 

W.  A.  Lockett,  M.  D., 

Brenham,  Texas. 
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THE  TEXAS  STATE  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION, 
(of  especial  interest  to  certain  members.) 

The  growth  and  prosperity  of  this  organization  has  been  some- 
thing remarkable,  and  has  attracted  the  attention  of  the  profession 
at  large,  not  only  at  home  but  abroad.  A  few  years  ago  it  was 
scarcely  known,  outside  the  State,  that  there  was  such  an  organi- 
zation; but  within  two  years — since  the  Belton  meeting,  where  it 
seems  to  have  taken  on  a  new  impetus,  we  may  say,  in  round  num- 
bers, that  the  membership  has  about  doubled;  and  its  work,  as 
evidenced  by  the  handsome  volumes  of  yearly  Transactions,  will 
compare  favorably  with  that  of  many  older  associations.  The 
medical  press  has  been  exceedingly  complimentary  in  speaking  ot 
it,  and  of  the  esprit  du  corps  which  has  characterized  the  body;  and 
to-day,  in  all  parts  of  the  United  States,  physicians,  authors,  sta- 
tisticians, boards  of  health,  insurance  companies — all  who  are 
interested  in  such  matters,  properly  regard  the  Association  as  the 
official,  and  a  very  creditable  exponent  of  rational  medicine  in  the 
great  State  of  Texas.  The  spirit  of  organization,  once  aroused, 
has  pervaded  the  land,  and  we  hope,  ere  many  years,  to  chronicle 
the  enrollment  of  the  entire  regular  profession  of  the  State. 

These  facts  should  appeal  to  the  pride  of  the  members,  individ- 
ually, and  stimulate  them  to  greater  exertions.  It  is  not  enough  to 
be  punctual  in  attendance,  and  to  regularly  contribute  papers  to 
the  several  sections — tho'  both  of  these  are  recognized  as  self-evi- 
dent duties;  but  each  one  should  exert  himself  to  induce  others  to 
join  and  to  do  likewise;  should  heartily  co-operate  in  the  endeavor 
to  bring  within  the  parent  fold  all  legitimate  practitioners  in  good 
standing  within  the  State. 

Moreover,  they  should  be  scrupulously  exact,  and  prompt  to  pay 
their  pro  rata  share  of  the  expense  incidental  to  carrying  on  the 
work.  It  is  not  at  all  creditable  to  the  Association,  that  some 
sixty  odd  members  allowed  their  names  to  be  dropped  from  the 
roll  for  non-payment  of  yearly  dues;  and  now  that  a  resolution  ap- 
pears on  the  books  permitting  those  members  to  be  reinstated  on 
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the  same  terms  that  new  members  are  admitted,  we  sincerely  trust 
that  they  will  hasten  to  do  so. 

The  direct  object  of  this  article  is  to  call  attention  to  the  fact 
that  there  are  others  than  those  already  dropped  who  are  in  arrears, 
and  who  will  surely  be  suspended  unless  they  heed  the  warning. 
The  Secretary,  by  direction  of  the  President,  sent  out  in  August,  a 
circular  letter  to  delinquents,  setting  forth  the  fact  that  the  Treas- 
ury would  be  (and  now  is)  pretty  well  depleted  by  the  heavy  ex- 
pense,— partly  of  publishing  a  large  volume  of  Transactions — and 
calling  on  them  to  pay  up.  We  are  sorry  to  say  that  up  to  date 
very  few  have  done  so, — notwithstanding  each  one  was  notified  of 
the  amount  due,  and  of  the  urgent  need  for  its  immediate  use. 

As  others  than  members  will  read  this,  we  will  not  go  into  de- 
tails; suffice  it  to  say  that  the  Association  is  in  need  of  the  money, 
and  if  there  are  any  who  do  not  know  how  their  account  stands, 
the  information  will  be  furnished  by  the  affable  and  efficient  Treas- 
urer, Dr.  J.  Larendon,  at  Houston,  to  whom  all  remittances  should 
be  made,  and  not  to  the  Secretary. 

The  handsome  volume  of  transactions  has  been  mailed  to  the 
members.  To  those  who  have  not  yet  responded  to  the  President's 
call,  we  trust  it  will  serve  as  a  forcible  reminder  of  an  imperative 
duty. 


NINTH  INTERNATIONAL  MEDICAL  CONGRESS. 

TO  THE  MEDICAL  PROFESSION. 


Dear  Doctor  : — In  accordance  with  the  request  of  Dr.  Joseph 
Jones,  of  New  Orleans,  La.,  President  of  the  XlVth  Section  of  the 
Ninth  International  Medical  Congress,  I  will  investigate  the  impor- 
tant questions  embraced  under  Section  VI  of  the  Inquiries  prepared 
for  the  Council  of  this  Section  by  Dr.  Jones. 

In  order  to  throw  light  upon  these  important  questions,  I  have, 
upon  consultation  with  the  President  of  the  XlVth  Section,  drawn 
up  the  following  questions,  relating  chiefly  to  the  effects  of  over- 
flows and  rice-culture  upon  the  Public  Health ;  and,  in  order, 
to  obtain  reliable  information,  I  address  the  following  interrogations 
to  the  medical  men  in  those  localities,  and  respectfully  request,  as 
early  as  possible,  a  full  and  specific  answer  to  each  question. 
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Question  1.  How  long  have  you  been  cognizant  of  the  results  of 
overflows  of  the  Mississippi  and  its  tributaries  upon  the  Public 
Health  ? 

2.  Have  you  closely  observed  the  effects  of  the  overflows  upon 
the  Public  Health? 

3.  Have  you  generally  or  uniformly  observed  an  increase  of 
sickness  immediately  succeeding  the  overflows  ? 

4.  If  so,  what  diseases  ?  Their  character  and  type  ? 

5.  What  local  or  general  conditions  (including  topography) 
have  you  noted,  controlling  or  modifying  the  effects  of  overflows 
upon  the  Public  Health  ? 

6.  Have  you  kept  statistics  of  number  and  dates  of  these  over- 
flows, and  the  cases  of  sickness  (if  any)  resulting  therefrom  ?  If  so, 
please  give  these  statistics. 

7.  What  is  your  experience  of  the  effects  of  rice-culture  upon 
the  Public  Health?  and  what  the  rate  of  death  per  1,000  population 
before  and  since  the  commencement  of  the  rice-culture? 

8.  Has  malarial  haematuria  increased  in  frequency  and  severity 
during  the  past  forty  years?  And  is  said  increase  due  to  the  in- 
creased cultivation  of  rice  in  the  Delta  of  the  Mississippi  river,  or 
in  other  localities  where  the  rice  is  cultivated? 

9.  What  effect  has  the  camping  and  working  of  State  prisoners 
in  the  low  lands  and  swamps  had  upon  said  prisoners,  held 
by  Louisiana,  Arkansas,  Mississippi  and  other  States  so  employing 
their  prisoners  ? 

10.  How  many  deaths  have  been  caused  among  State  prisoners 
by  malarial  diseases,  directly  traceable  to  exposure  to  the  malaria 
of  the  swamps  ? 

11.  Give  facts  bearing  upon  the  relative  effects  of  overflows  and 
rice-culture  upon  the  colored  and  white  races. 

12.  Relations  of  drinking  water  to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants 
of  rice,  sugar,  and  cotton  plantations?  Effects  of  swamp  water?  ef- 
fects of  cistern,  well  and  spring  water,  for  drinking  purposes  ? 

13.  The  best  means  of  protecting  the  health  of  the  laborers  and 
inhabitants  in  such  localities  ? 

The  physicians  of  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi  river  and  the  rice 
regions  of  Arkansas,  of  Alabama,    Georgia,    North  and  South 
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Carolina,  Florida  and  Texas,  are  earnestly  requested  to  furnish 
their  replies  to 

Richard  H.  Day,  M.  D., 
Baton  Rouge,  La.  P.  O.  Box  181. 

[We  publish  the  above  in  the  interest  of  the  Congress.  In  a  letter 
to  us,  accompanying  it,  Dr.  Day  says  :  "  We  have  been  charged  in 
high  places  with  being  intellectually  dwarfed  by  malaria,  and  in- 
capable of  that  mental  development  which  is  arrogated  to  our 
Northern  and  Eastern  confreres.  Let  us  stamp  out  this  falsehood 
by  the  good  work  which  we  may  present  to  the  Ninth  International 
Congress." 

We  hope  our  readers  will  respond  to  Dr.  Day's  call  and 
show  that  at  least  in  Texas,  "  Malaria  "  is  not  "  antagonistic  to 
science." — Ed.] 


Office  Secretary  of  State  Medical  Association,  ) 
Austin,  Texas,  November  20,  1886.  j 
Secretaries  of  subordinate  and  of  auxiliary  medical  associa- 
tions in  Texas,  County  and  District,  are  urgently  requested  to  furn- 
ish this  office  at  as  early  date  as  practicable  a  report  of  the  num- 
ber of  active  members  of  their  respective  organizations,  together 
with  name  and  address  of  President  and  Secretary  ;  also,  to  report 
promptly  any  changes  in  these  offices.  This  is  necessary  in  order 
to  enable  the  Secretary  to  promptly  disseminate  information  of  im- 
portance emanating  from  the  National,  or  State  Medical  Associa- 
tion, as  well  as  to  perfect  the  roll  of  the  latter,  and  to  regulate  re- 
presentation,  etc. 

F.  E.  Daniel,  Secretary. 


Members  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association,  who  find 
errors  or  omissions  in  their  record  in  the  roll  of  members  in  the 
transactions  just  issued,  will  do  themselves  justice  and  the  secre- 
tary a  favor,  if  they  will  promptly  point  out  such,  and  thus  enable 
the  publishing  committee,  another  year,  to  correct  it.  Many  have 
never  furnished  the  necessary  data  for  their  record,  as  will  be  seen 
by  the  roll.  If  any  members  have  not  received  the  transactions, 
they  will  report  promptly  to  this  office. 


AD  VER  TISEMENTS. 


IT  WILL  NOT  STAIN  I 

■hull  { COLORLESS }  merbell 

Solution  of  Hydrastia. 

A  permanent  solution  of  the  white  Alkaloid  of  the  Hydrastis  Canadensis— adapt- 
ed to  the  local  treatment  of  aU  diseases  of  the  mucous  surfaces. 

Recommended  and  Endorsed  by  Bartholow,  Scudder,  Hall,  Rutherford  and 
other  prominent  writers  in  every  sohool  of  medicine. 

Tested  and  Approved  in  Diseases  of  the  Nasal  Passages— of  the  Eye— of  the 
Throat— of  the  Stomach  and  Intestines— of  the  Reproductive  Organs  and  Bladder. 


MERRELL  {COLORLESS }  MERRELL 

Solution  of  Bismntli &Hyflrastia. 

Introduced  by  us  in  1872.  Associated  with  Bismuth,  the  medicinal  action  of  Hy- 
drastia  is  increased  and  its  uses  extended.  This  solution  contains  2%  grains  of  the 
double  citrate  of  Bismuth  and  Hydrastia,  25  per  cent  of  which  is  Hydrastia  Citrate. 


MerrclllFli  HyflraStiSlMerrell 

Endorsed  by  the  Medical  Prof  ess  ion  of  the  United  States;  is  the  most  perfect  rep- 
resentative of  all  the  Medicinal  Virtues  of  the  Golden  Seal  Root.  The  White  and 
Yellow  Alkaloids  are  herein  presented  in  a  perfectly  clear,  neutral  non-irritating  so- 
lution, applicable  to  the  treatment  of  all  irritable,  inflammatory  and  ulcerative  con- 
ditions of  the  mucous  tract. 


The  Wm.  S.  Merrell  Chemical  Co., 

CINCINNATI, 

Sole  Manufacturers. 

Hilssonri  River  Depots. 

Meyer  Bros.  Drug  Co.,  Woodward,  Faxon  &  Co.,  Kansas  City; 
McPike  &  Fox,  Atchison  ;  Smith,  Van  Natta  &  Co.,  St. Joseph  ; 

H.  J.  Clarke,  Lincoln  ;  H.  J.  Clarke  Drug  Co.,  Omaha. 
J.  J.  Schott  &  Co.,  Galveston  ;  E.  J.  Hart  &  Co.,  New  Orleans. 


AD  VER  TI SEMEN  TS. 


.tail's  Ai  Pliitate, 

[LIQUID.] 

Prepared  according  to  the  directions  of  Prof.  E.  N.  Horsfokd,  of  Cambridge,  Mas* 
. Universally  prescribed  and  recommended  by  physicians  of  all  schools. 


IN  DYSPEPSIA,  CONSTIPATION,  INDIGESTION, 

IIEA33A  O IX DEI,  ETC. 

The  lining  membrane  of  the  stomach  when  in  a  normal  con- 
dition, contains  cells  filled  with  the  gastric  juice,  in  which 
phosphoric  acid  combined  with  lime,  iron,  potash,  etc.,  is  an 
important  active  principle;  this  is  necessary  to  a  perfect  diges- 
tion. If  the  stomach  is  not  supplied  with  the  necessary  gastric 
juice  to  incite  or  promote  digestion,  dyspepsia  will  follow  with 
all  its  train  of  incident  diseases.  The  only  known  acid  which 
can  be  taken  into  the  stomach  to  promote  digestion,  without 
injury,  is  phosphoric  acid  combined  with  lime,  potash,  iron, 
etc.,  i.  e.,  Horsford's  Acid  Phosphate,  which  is  hereby  offered 
to  the  public. 

Sick  Headache  and  Nervous  Prostration.— Dr.  W  P.  Clothier,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  says: 
"1  know  it  to  bo  benetlcial  in  sick  headache  and  nervous  prostration." 

Benefi'  inl  Re-ul  s  —Dr.  E.  J  Williain-on,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  says:  "  Marked  beneficial 
results  in  imperfect  digestion  and  diabetes  mellitus." 

Promote*  U  ye  linn.  —  Dr.  W.  W.  Schoneld,  D.  lton,  Mass., says:  "It  promotes  diges- 
tion and  overcomes  acid  stomach. 

A  Good  Nerve  Tonic. — Dr.  K.  S.  McCombs,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  says:  "I  used  it  In 
nervous  dyspepsia  with  success.  It  is  a  good  nerve  tonic." 

A  Y.ond  rful  Remedy  —Dr.  T,  H.  Andrew,  late  Demonstrator  of  Anatomv,  Jefferson 
Medical  College,  Puila.,  Pa.,  says:  "A  wonderful  remedy  which  gave  me  most  grat- 
ifying results  is  the  worst  iorms  of  dyspepsia." 

Ob*  in  vte  In  ligestion.  Dr  F.  G.  McGavock,  McGavoc,  Ark.,  says:  "  It  acts  bene- 
ficially in  obstinate  indigestion." 

We  have  received  a  large  number  of  letters  from  physicians 
of  the  highest  standing  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  relating 
their  experience  with  the  Acid  Phosphate,  and  speaking  of  it 
in  high  terms  of  commendation.  Physicians  desiring  to  test 
Horsford's  Acid  Phosphate  will  be  furnished  a  sample  without 
expense,  except  express  charges.    Pamphlet  free. 

Prof.  Horstord's  Baking  Preparations, 

Are  made  of  the  Acid  Phosphate  in  powdered  form.    They  re- 
store the  phosphates  that  are  taken  from  the  flour  in  bolting. 
Descriptive  pamphlet  sent  free. 

RUMFORD  CHEMICAL  WORKS,   PROVIDENCE,   R.  I. 

Beware  of  immitations  and  substitutes.  *®i 


EDITORIAL-  Departmeih1, 


F.  E.  DANIEL,  M.  D„  Editor  and  Publisher. 

  CCLLAEOBATCFvS  :   


E-  J.  Doerina,  M.  D.,  Chicago. 
Geo.  Cupples,  M.  D.,  San  Anionic 
Odo  Betz.  M.  D..  Ge>manu. 
E.  J.  P.eali,  M.  D.,  Fo>t  Worth,  Texa*. 
T.  C.  0<bnrn,  M.  D.,  Cleburne,  Texas. 
Wm.  Penny,  M.  D.,  New  York. 


H.  O.  Marcy,  M.  D.,  Boston. 

C.  K.  Gregg.  M.D.,  Mexico. 

R.  M.  Swearingen.  M.  D.,  Austin. 

C.  H.  Wilkinson,  M.  D..  Galveston. 

J.  W.  McLaughlin,  M.  D.,  Austin. 

R.  H.  L.  Bibb,  M.  D..  Mexico. 


THE  SURGEON'S  RELATION  TO  HOMICIDES  BEFORE 

THE  COURTS. 


In  view  of  certain  well  known  occurrences  before  the  Courts  here 
in  Texas,  and  of  a  certain  phase  of  our  criminal  law,  it  is  small 
wonder  that  in  "  shooting  scrapes  " — as  the  not  infrequent  homi- 
cides are  called,  it  is  sometimes  difficult  to  get  a  physician ; 
physicians  are  gettiug  to  be,  and  with  reason,  very  shy  of  going  to 
a  wounded  man — especially  at  night,  and  more  particularly  to 
a  colored  man  ; — for  they  see  before  them  the  prospect  of  a 
frequent  and  long  attendance  upon  first,  the  magistrates,  then 
the  District  Court; — one  sees  himself  on  the  witness  stand  under  the 
galling  fire  of  a  cross  examination,  which  will  throw  the  bravest 
into  a  cold  sweat  ;  and  he  sees  himself  emerge,  very  much  ruffled, 
without  pay, — other,  perhaps,  than  that  of  an  ordinary  witness 
to  facts — (about  laborer's  wages) — when,  may  be,  he  has  been  made 
to  "  suppose  a  case  " — and  to  give  an  opinion  ;  and  he  may  leave 
that  stand  a  damaged,  perhaps  a  ruined  man,  by  having  been 
angered  or  confused  by  the  interrogations  of  a  too  zealous  attorney, 
who  will  do  much  to  discredit  a  witness,  and  clear,  or  convict — as 
the  case  may  be — the  prisoner  at  the  bar. 

But  physicians  do  go,  and  do  attend  to  the  wounded,  however 
reluctantly.  They  cannot  disregard  altogether  the  demands  of 
humanity  and  of  public  opinion. 

One  of  the  well  known  occurrences  alluded  to  is,  briefly  stated, 
about  this  :  A  man  was  struck  and  fell,  striking  heavily  on  some 
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object.  The  surgeon  found  on  the  back  of  the  head  a  swelling 
which  crepitated  on  pressure.  The  patient  was  in  a  state  of 
profound  coma  from,  apparently,  cerebral  pressure.  The  only 
other  evidences  of  injury  about  the  person  visible,  was  a  drop 
of  blood  on  the  temple,  which  was  overlooked.  Believing  the 
occipital  bone  to  be  fractured  and  depressed,  the  surgeon  cut  down 
on  the  "  bump,"  and  applied  the  trephine ;  nothing  there.  The 
man  died.  A  knife  blade  was  found  in  the  brain,  having  been  driven 
in  in  the  temporal  region  and  broken  off,  and  an  abscess  had  formed. 
The  defendant  was  cleared  on  the  ground  that  it  was  probable  that 
the  surgical  operation,  and  the  failure  to  remove  the  blade,  were  the 
cause  of  the  death. 

The  peculiar  phase  of  the  law  referred  to  is  found  in  the  judge's 
charge  in  the  above  case,  (Texas  Reports.)  It  seems  that  if  it  can 
be  shown  that  the  wounded  man  did  not  have  done  for  him 
all  that  could  have  been  done  by  the  most  skillful  and  competent 
surgeon — all  that  is  known  to  the  resources  of  the  science  and  art 
of  medicine,  the  defendant  shall  have  the  benefit  of  the  omission  or 
neglect ;  and  if  a  grave  operation  has  been  performed,  it  shall 
be  taken  into  consideration  as  a  factor  in  the  death.  This  seems 
just.  To  illustrate :  A  inflicts  a  slight  cut  on  B  on  the  fore- 
arm, severing  the  radial  artery.  A  goes  off  and  procures  a  physi- 
cian who,  instead  of  ligating  the  artery,  makes  some  styptic  appli- 
cation, and  in  course  of  time,  the  man  bleeds  to  death.  It  is  very- 
clear  that  what  is,  in  that  case,  technically  a  homicide,  would  have 
been,  if  the  man  had  been  properly  treated,  only  an  assault,  and  the 
physician  is  culpable.  But  granting  that  all  has  been  done  that  is 
known  to  surgery,  and  the  man  still  dies,  the  defense  can  be  set  up 
that  the  surgeon,  and  not  the  defendant  killed  him  ! 

Before  the  District  Court  in  this  city  at  last  term,  the  case  of  Dr. 
Felder,  charged  with  killing  Sam  Pearson,  colored,  came  up.  (A 
report  of  the  surgical  part  of  the  case  was  published  in  this  Journal 
in  September,  with  cuts  of  the  fractured  vertebrae. — "  Gunshot  Frac- 
tures of  the  Spinal  Column  by  W.  J.  Burt,  M.  D."  A  copy  of  the 
Journal,  containing  it,  was  introduced  into  Court  to  illustrate  the 
nature  of  the  wound.) 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  ball  fractured  the  body  of  one  of 
the  lumbar  vertebras  producing  paralysis  of  the  lower  extremities. 
An  incision  was  made,  but  the  ball  was  not  found.    After  death— 
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which  occurred  some  six  or  eight  weeks  later,  the  ball  was  found  to 
be  impinging  on  the  cord,  but  the  membrane  was  not  ruptured. 
The  man  was  attended  by  some  of  the  best  surgeons  in  Austin. 
The  defense  set  up  was,  that  the  patient  did  not  have  proper  surgi- 
cal treatment,  and  it  was  claimed  that  the  ball  should  have  been  re- 
moved ;  that  had  it  been  removed  at  once,  the  patient  might  have 
recovered.  Two  of  the  surgeons  admitted  the  plea,  (others  thought 
it  was  a  mortal  wound  and  that  it  was  of  little  consequence  whether 
the  ball  were  removed  or  not.)  We  are  told  that  the  bombarding 
of  the  first  mentioned  surgeon  by  the  prosecuting  attorney  was  ter- 
rific. "  So  you  admit,  Doctor,"  said  he,  "  that  the  ball  should  have 
been  removed?"    "Yes."    "Well  sir,  why  did  you  not  remove  it?" 

"Because,  had  I  done  so,  and  the  patient  had  died,  I  should  have 
been  considered  accessory  to  his  death"  replied  the  Doctor.  "So, 
then,"  said  the  attorney.  "  You  were  trying  to  save  yourself y  and 
not  the  patient  /" 

The  Doctor  was  right.  In  order  to  remove  the  ball,  trephining 
of  the  body  of  the  vertebra  would  have  been  necessary,  an  opera- 
tion of  great  gravity,  usually  attended  with  unfavorable  results. 
It  was  not  known  before  death  that  the  cord  was  not  severed  ;  and 
had  the  surgeons  trephined  for  the  removal  of  the  ball,  and  the  pa- 
tient had  died, — which  is  more  than  likely, — the  probabilities  are 
largely  in  favor  of  the  defendant's  having  been  acquitted,  and  sus- 
picion thrown  on  the  susgeons.  This  looks  hard.  A  man  is  shot 
in  the  abdomen.  Shock  and  other  evidences  of  wounded  intestines 
convince  the  surgeon  that  only  by  an  operation  is  there  a  chance 
for  the  safety  of  the  patient.  Yet,  if  he  operates,  and  fails  to  save  the 
patient,  the  defense  is  possible  that  the  operation  was  a  factor  in 
the  death  ;  because  it  can  be  shown  that  quite  as  many, — many 
more,  in  fact, — gunshot  wounds  in  the  abdomen  have  recovered 
without  operation  than  with  it.  Up  to  date,  there  are  only  three 
successful  laparotomies  for  such  wounds  on  record,  to-wit :  two  by 
Dr.  W.  T.  Bull,  and  one  by  Dr.  J.  B.  Hamilton,  (Dr.  Bacon  Saun- 
der's  case,  of  Bonham,  has  not  been  recorded) ;  on  the  other  hand, 
failure  to  operate  may  be  pleaded  successfully  in  defense  of  accused. 

The  above  is  given  as  a  specimen  of  what  a  physician  has  to  suf- 
fer on  the  witness  stand  in  the  surgery  of  homicides  in  Texas,  for 
the  $1.50  a  day  ;  and  also  to  show  the  fearful  alternative  of  doing 
his  duty,  and  running  the  risk  of  a  criminal  prosecution  himself, 
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while  aiding,  unintentionally,  to  defeat  justice,  and  clear  the  crim- 
inal, or  shrinking  from  it,  and  being  ridiculed  in  court  ! 

We  do  not  claim  that  this  case  is  a  parallel  of  the  trephining 
case  mentioned,  nor  that  the  trephining  was  necessary  or  justifiable; 
it  was  a  mistake — to  which  the  most  careful  are  liable, — but  the 
principle  is  the  same,  and  serves  to  illustrate  the  predicament  of 
the  surgeon  before  the  courts,  and  the  operation  of  the  law — some- 
times to  defeat  justice.  It  seems  the  surgeon  is  liable,  if  he  oper- 
ates— and  the  prisoner  has  the  benefit, — and  equally  so,  if  he  fails 
to  operate.  He  is  thus  made  the  scape-goat,  and  the  accused  often 
goes  clear. 

(In  our  last  number  Dr.  Schmidt  gives  his  experience  before  the 
courts  as  an  expert  in  a  rape  case.  In  the  same  issue  Dr.  Peyton 
Turner,  at  Abilene,  tells  how  he  came  near  being  indicted,  because 
he  performed  craniotomy.  At  present,  proceedings  are  being  had,  to 
indict  two  leading  physicians  of  an  adjoining  county,  for  causing 
the  death  (?)  of  a  woman,  on  whom  the  operation  of  laparotomy 
had  been  performed, — and  for  the  death  of  a  patient  from  chloro- 
form, during  preparation  for  an  operation.  In  the  former  case,  the 
woman  got  out  of  bed  the  day  after  the  operation,  and  with  regard 
to  the  latter — all  surgeons  know  that  no  amount  of  skill  and  fore- 
thought will  surely  prevent  such  an  occurrence,  in  even  the  health- 
iest persons,  sometimes.) 

These  things  all  considered,  is  it  a  wonder  that  surgeons  are 
afraid  to  do  what  their  conscience,  and  their  learning  tell  them  is 
clearly  their  duty  ?  And  that  they  are  shy  of  attending  a  wounded 
man  ? 

Thus  it  comes  about  that  through  the  operation  of  a  well-meant 
law,  instead  of  the  skill  and  the  intelligence  of  the  physician  being 
made  an  adjunct  to  the  execution  of  justice — he  is  alienated,  and 
in  a  kind  of  self-defense,  he  avoids  the  witness  stand  whenever  it  is 
possible  to  do  so. 

IN  THE  INTEREST  OF  PEACE. 

"angry  words  stir  up  strife." 

By  reference  to  our  correspondence  department,  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  "East  Line  Medical  Association"  essay  to  defend  Dr.  Bec- 
ton  (from  an  imaginary  assault)  by  attacking  us  / 
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The  zeal  of  the  doctor's  friends  is  to  be  commended, — up  to  a 
certain  point  ;  but  when  two  of  them  exceed  him,  and  stop  their 
own  Jonrnal,  injury  is  inflicted  only  on  themselves. 

When,  in  July,  we  said  "the  majority  of  the  members  of  the  State 
Medical  Association  deprecate  the  introduction  of  a  religious  ele- 
ment into  the  Presidential  addresses,"  and  pointed  out  certain  lan- 
guage of  Drs.  Brown  and  Becton  which  we  thought  was  "untimely 
and  out  of  place,"  we  were  sincere  in  the  desire  to  preserve  har- 
mony in  the  association,  feeling  assured  that  such  language  would 
provoke  retorts  from  members,  who,  holding  adverse  views,  had 
been  denounced  as  "misguided", — and  thus  create  feeling  and  dis- 
cord which  might  even  break  up  the  association. 

We  have  since  pointed  out  that  the  "sentiment",  which,  we  said, 
was  not"endorsedby  the  majority  of  the  members,"  was  the  assertion 
by  the  President  that  "the  great  body  of  American  physicians 
KNOW  that  the  doctrine  of  Darwin  and  Huxley  are  as  withering, 
blighting  as  the  winter's  frost ;  that  they  "freeze,"  "damn."  etc., 
etc.,  etc.  We  said  specifically,  "this  declaration  commits  the 
association  to  sentiments  which  are  foreign  to  a  majority  of  the 
members;"  and  it  was  the  sentiment  on  this  subject,  which  "the 
Journal,  to  some  extent,  at  least,"  claimed  to  reflect.  We  denied 
that  the  profession  know  any  such  thing. 

The  meaning  should  be  clear  to  an  unprejudiced  person  ;  yet 
the  language,  having  a  specific  reference  to  that  quotation  from  Dr. 
Becton's  address,  wherein  he  most  unmistakable  "assumes  to  re- 
present the  medical  fraternity  in  matters  of  Theology,"  is  construed 
by  the  "East  Line  Medical  Association"  into  an  "assumption"  of  the 
kind  on  our  part,  and  called  "audacious  and  impertinent."  As  our 
remarks  can  only  be  distorted  into  such  construction,  while  the 
language  of  the  President's  address  is  scarcely  susceptible  of  any 
other,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  zeal  of  the  doctor's  friends  leads 
them,  seemingly,  into  the  absurdity  of  lashing  him,  over  our  shoul- 
ders. It  does  make  a  difference  whose  ox  is  gored.  That  which 
is  essayed  to  be  defended  in  a  President,  would  be  "audacious"  in 
an  editor.  The  "assumption"  has  been  stigmatized  by  the  "East 
Line  Association,"  and  must  rest  where  it  properly  belongs, — not 
with  us. 

Now,  the  provocation  is  strong,  to  "answer  back," — to  have  the 
last  word.    The  propensity  to  do  so  is  one  of  the  most  persistent 
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manifestations  of  the  "old  Adam"  in  man's  nature,  and  we  plead 
guilty  to  our  share.  It  will  be  seen,  by  reading  our  letter  to  Dr. 
Garnett,  that  it  was  our  intention  to  defend  ourself  from  this  un- 
warranted attack  by  the  "East  Line  Medical  Association,"  by  pub- 
lishing letters  from  prominent  members,  wherein  the  position  and 
language  of  the  Journal  are  strongly  endorsed, — and  that  to  which 
we  only  mildly  protested, — denounced  in  language  which  would  in- 
evitably have  lead  to  strife,  and  created,  perhaps,  a  fatal  split  in 
the  association.  But  we  have  thought  better  of  it ;  and  having  the 
approval  of  our  own  conscience,  and  being  confident  of  that  of  all 
right-thinking  and  unbiassed  members  who  prefer  peace  to  strife, 
(whatever  may  be  said  of  our  action  by  others),  we  will  let  the  "re- 
solutions" pass  ;  let  the  "East  Line"  have  the  last  word  ; — decline 
the  tendered  affront,  and  bearing  the  injustice  as  well  as  we  may, 
we  will  have  nothing  more  to  say  on  the  subject.  This  is  the  pro- 
per, the  manly  course,  and  will  be  appreciated. 

And  rigbt  here — lest  we  may  be  thought  inimical  to  the  gentle- 
men, on  whose  accouut  all  this  fuss  has  been  made,  we  will  say  that 
no  one  in  Texas  admires  and  respects  them,  as  gentlemen  and  phy- 
sicians, more  than  we  do.  It  was  an  error  of  judgment  to  declare 
what  the  profession  believe  or  do  not  believe  on  the  subject  of  reli- 
gion or  evolution,  in  an  address  before  the  State  Medical  Asssocia- 
tion.  It  was  dangerous  to  its  harmony,  and  foreign  to  its  objects, — 
and  deprecated  by  the  majority  of  the  members,  a  position  which 
we  still  maintain. 

Our  labors  in  behalf  of  medicine  in  Texas  are  on  record  and 
speak  for  themselves.  We  have  the  good  of  the  cause  at  heart,  and 
will  not  permit  ourselves  to  be  irritated  or  provoked  into  doing 
that  which  would  bring  about  just  what  we  have  sought  to  avoid  ; 
and  we  distinctly  declare  that  our  action  in  thus  finally  dismissing 
the  subject  (which  ought  never  to  have  been  mooted),  is  the  best 
evidence  of  our  sincerity,  and  of  our  devotion  to  the  cause  of  hon- 
orable medicine  in  Texas. 


REQUISITES   OF  A  GYNECOLOGIST:   THE  MICHIGAN 

IDEAL. 


Dr.  Whitaker  is  credited  with  saying  "  a  bald  head  and  bay-win- 
dow abdomen  are  important  qualities  by  which  to  succeed  in  gyn- 
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aecology."  We  have  known  even  this  unique  combination  to  fail. 
The  statement  is  a  libel  on  women.  True  femininity  is  in  closer 
sympathy  with  true  virility  than  it  would  imply. — Medical  Age,  De- 
troit. 

This,  certainly,  is  a  most  extraordinary  declaration.  Now,  we 
would  like  to  ask  Brother  Mulherron  if  he  speaks  from  experience, 
or  from  mere  "hear  say?" — if  he  has  found  the  possession  of  "true 
virility"  or  good  "combination"  with  his  gynaecological  skill  ? — and 
if,  in  Michigan,  both  qualities  are  called  into  requisition  at  the 
same  time  ?  If  not, — what  has  the  "  virility  "  of  the  surgeon  to  do 
with  gynaecology  anyhow  ?  Nor  do  we  know  by  what  process 
of  reason — or  upon  what  principle  the  Age  concludes  that  "true 
virility  "  is  not  a  concomitant  of  "a  bald  head  and  bay-window- 
abdomen."  A  lady  patient  may  see  and  appreciate  the  "true" 
skill  of  her  attendant, — she  may  admire  his  "true  "  politeness,  easy, 
affable  manners  and  other  qualities,  but,  before  letting  her  sympathy 
go  out  to  him,  we  are  naturally  curious  to  know  by  what  means  she 
can  arrive  at  any  estimate  of  that  quality  which  the  Age  says  she  so 
closely  sympathizes  with? — whether  it  be  "true"  or  otherwise  ? 
The  above  statement  of  the  Age  is  most  ambiguous,  and  calls 
for  explanation.  We  think  Brother  Mulherron's  remark  is  much 
more  of  "a  libel  on  women"  than  that  of  Dr.  Whitaker,  and 
he  should  apologize.  In  this  matter  we  are  somewhat  like  Pat's 
wife,  who,  when  the  recruiting  officer  of  the  army  rejected  Pat  on 
the  grounds  of  "physical  disability"  for  a  certain  delicate  ailment, 
exclaimed  :  "  Begorra  !  and  I  thought  it  was  for  foighting  yes 
wanted  him  !" 


BIOGRAPHY  OF  CONTEMPORARY  PHYSICIANS  OF  TEXAS, 

EDITED  BY  F.  E.  DANIEL,  M.  D. 


The  canvas  for  this  work,  which  has  been  interrupted  somewhat 
by  the  hard  times  and  scarcity  of  money,  is  now  renewed,  and 
Messrs.  S.  H.  Dixon  &  Co.,  the  publishers  who  have  the  contract 
for  collecting  the  data,  and  for  publishing  it  in  accordance  with  the 
Prospectus  originally  announced,  inform  us  that  it  will  be  pushed 
to  completion  at  as  early  day  as  practicable.  It  is,  however,  a 
work  that  will  require  time,  and  much  labor  and  care;  and  as  there 
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is  no  necessity  for  hurry,  there  will  be  none.  Subscribers  must  rest 
patient;  and  meanwhile  the  list  is  open;  and  only  room  for  a  few 
more  portraits.  Better  terms  have  been  made  for  engraving  from 
photographs,  and  we  are  authorized  to  say  they  will  be  inserted  for 
$20,  instead  of  $35,  as  announced.  Address  S.  H.  Dixon  &  Co., 
Austin,  Texas. 

Mr.  Dixon  informs  me  that  he  has  the  subscription  and  portrait 
of  most  of  the  Presidents  of  the  State  Association,  and  many  other 
older  practitioners.  The  portraits  of  our  recently  deceased  broth- 
ers, Drs.  Ashbell  Smith,  W.  J.  Burt  and  W.  H.  Parks,  will  be 
inserted,  with  the  obituary  notices,  as  well  as  their  biography. 
Lose  no  time  in  securing  your  space,  or  you  will  regret  it. 

Wanted — Experienced  canvassers;  liberal  compensation,  and  a 
paying  job. 


^Medical  J^ews  and  ^VIiscellany. 


"  RESIGNATION  "  (S)  (?) 
There  is  a  certain  Faculty, — what  e'er  may  be  pretended, — 

That  made  some  vacant  chairs; 
There  is  a  certain  college, — extensively  defended — 

Yet,  one  dead  Dean  is  there."  (  Wrong  fellow?) 

Dr.  W.  H.  Wilkes,  late  of  Waco,  Texas,  has,  we  learn,  located  at 
Kansas  City,  Mo.,  and  has  formed  a  co-partnership  with  Dr.  Jack- 
son. Our  loss,  is  our  neighbors  gain  ;  Texas  can  ill  afford  to  part 
with  such  men  as  Dr.  Wilkes,  and  we  shall  miss  him. 

Battey's  Operation. — "Antisepsis  in  Ovariotomy."  Dr.  Battey 
reports  severity  consecutive  operations,  and  sixty-eight  recoveries. 
He  uses  carbolized  spray,  carbolized  silk  for  pedicle  and  sutures, 
and  solution  C.  A.  1  to  40  for  sponges  and  instruments. 

FALSE  PRETENSE  (?) 

It  was  given  out  that  what  won  the  next  State  Medical  Associa- 
tion meeting  for  Austin  was  the  understanding  that  there  should  be 
no  banquet  and  no  wine  !    We  learn  that  while  some  were  so  told, 
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it  was  quietly,  but  extensively  circulated  that  the  best  whiskey 
in  the  State  is  to  be  had  at  Austin !  "Mc."  says  this  is  "  the  hatchet 
that  did  it,"  or,  rather,  we  suspect  that  he  did  it  with  that  hatchet. 

THE  LATE  CROP. 
What  amount,  and  for  what,  did  varioloid? 
What  was  it  that  the  bone  felon?  Was  it  fractured  ? 
Who  knows  what  shape  a  diagnosis? 
What  was  that  for  which  a  germicide  ? 
How  high  did  she  expect  to  rate  ? — Did  anyone  dis-sputa  ? 
Which  of  the  ancients  dyed  his  bearcl  ?  Thucy-dides  ! 

—Next. 


"  TAIT  IN  TEXAS." 

A  local  journal  points  with  pride  to  the  fact  that  Tait's  operation 
has  probably  been  performed  nearer  fifty,  than  five  times  in  that 
State.  At  this  rate  the  mothers  of  Texas  will  soon  need  another 
champion.  New  York  Medical  Record. 

While  we  have  a  voice  to  speak,  and  an  arm  to  strike,  the 
mothers  of  Texas  shall  never  want  a  champion  to  defend  them 
against  the  vulgar  attacks  of  renegade  Southerners  ! 

AN  ENTERPRISING  WEEKLY. 
After  "  He  Snatched  Her  from  the  Grave,"  "  Doctoring  an  Afri- 
can King,"  "  Fees  for  Noted  English  Physicians,"  "  Grafts  of 
Frog's  Skins,"  and  a  few  more  "  chestnuts  "  of  that  sort  have  been 
going  the  rounds  of  the  Monthly  Medical  Journals  for  the  last  year, 
they  are  reproduced  in  the  November  6,  1886,  number  of  a  certain 
Eastern  Weekly  with  a  "sunset  cover  "  (?)  Here  is  enterprise  for 
you,  and  shows  a  vigorous  use  of  the  scissors  on  old  files. 

REPORT  YOUR  CASES. 
The  gradual  additions  to  human  knowledge  that  have  been  made 
year  by  year  for  centuries  past  stand  now  collated  as  the  sum  total 
of  information  of  the  people  of  the  nineteenth  century.  That  which 
was  worthy,  that  which  was  calculated  to  redound  of  the  benefit  of 
the  human  race,  has  been  preserved  and  put  into  permanent  shape, 
accessible  to  all ;  that  which  was  worthless  has  been  forgotten.  As 
with  general,  so  with  medical  knowledge.    It  is  the  aggregation  of 
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individual  experiences,  sifted,  sorted,  reasoned  upon,  and  elaborated, 
that  makes  up  the  sum  of  our  knowledge  of  to-day.  No  case  is  too 
trivial  to  be  instructive  to  the  thoughtful  and  observant  physician. 
In  every  such  case  a  man  will  find  something  to  ponder  upon,  and 
having  so  pondered,  he  should  give  the  benefit  of  his  reflections  to 
his  brethren. 

The  experiences  and  reflections  of  the  practical  man  should  be 
recorded  in  the  medical  periodicals.  Then  comes  along  the  liter- 
ary man,  who  gathers  about  him  this  mass  of  valuable  information, 
sorts  the  chaff  from  the  wheat,  arranges,  brings  all  this  knowledge 
into  order,  and  the  valuable  textbook  is  the  result. 

The  majority  of  men  seem  afraid  of  the  pen.  There  is  scarcely 
a  physician  who  will  not  readily  sit  down  and  tell  you  of  some 
interesting  experience  that  he  has  had,  and  tell  it  well,  so  that  he 
instructs  you;  but  ask  him  to  put  what  he  has  said  into  writing  for  pub- 
lication, and  he  at  once  says  either  that  he  is  "  not  much  at  writing^ 
or  has  no  time,  or  puts  it  off  for  the  to-morrow  that  never  comes.  It 
is  almost  inconceivable  how  much  valuable  material  is  thus  annu- 
allly  consigned  to  oblivion.  This  is  to  be  greatly  regretted,  and 
we  desire  to  strongly  urge  upon  all  physicians  to  "  write  more.  " 
Never  mind,  if  you  do  not  possess  a  "  literary  style,"  or  if  your  pen 
does  not  glide  over  the  paper  with  the  facility  of  a  Gross,  a  Bartho- 
low,  a  Stille,  or  a  Flint  ;  send  in  your  contributions  clad  in  good, 
honest  homespun,  and  we  will  find  a  place  for  them — for  it  is  just 
such  plain,  practical  material  that,  in  our  judgment,  tends  to  in- 
crease our  knowledge  of  the  healing  art. 

The  above,  from  the  editorial  columns  of  the  Medical  and  Surgi- 
cal Reporter,  so  fully  "  covers  the  ground,"  and  expresses  our  senti- 
ments and  wishes  on  this  important  subject,  that  we  copy  it  entire, 
with  thanks.  We  cannot  too  strongly  impress  upon  physicians,  and 
especially  those  who  have  not  yet  grown  gray  in  the  practice,  the 
importance  of  recording  their  observation  for  the  benefit  of  poster- 
ity, at  least ; — it  is  a  solemn  duty. 

THE  LAW  IN  REGARD  TO  PUBLICATIONS. 

I.  Subscribers  who  do  not  give  notice  to  the  contrary  are  con- 
sidered as  wishing  to  continue  their  subscription. 

II.  Any  person  who  takes  a  Journal  regularly  from  the  post  of- 
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fice,  whether  he  has  subscribed  or  not,  is  responsible  for  the  sub- 
scription. 

III.  If  subscribers  move  to  other  places  without  informing  the 
publisher,  they  are  legally  responsible.  Notices  should  always  be 
given  of  the  removal. 

IV.  Any  person  ordering  his  paper  to  be  discontinued  must  pay 
up  all  arrearages,  or  the  publisher  may  continne  to  send  it  until 
payment  is  made,  and  collect  the  whole  amount,  whether  it  is  taken 
out  of  the  office  or  not. 

V.  Postmasters  are  required  to  give  notice  by  letter  when  a  sub- 
scriber does  not  take  his  paper  from  the  office. 

In  our  advertising  pages,  to-day,  will  be  found  a  striking  and 
instructive  illustration  of  the  comparative  worth  of  the  various 
kinds  of  baking  powders  now  in  the  market. 

Cholera  has  made  its  appearance  in  Beunos  Ayres.  The  signi- 
ficance of  this  will  be  apparent  when  it  is  remembered,  that,  be- 
tween this  date  and  Christmas,  eleven  vessels  from  that  port  will 
arrive  at  New  Orleans.    Look  out. 

AFTER  THE  QUACKS. 
Our  neighbors  of  the  Tennessee  State  Medical  Association,  at  a 
recent  meeting  appointed  a  committee,  of  which  Dr.  F.  L.  Sim,  the 
indefatigable  editor  of  the  M.  V.  Med.  Monthly  is  chairman,  to 
urge  upon  the  legislature  the  importance  of  enacting  a  law  to  regu- 
late the  practice  in  Tennessee  ;  and  the  committee  are  out  in  an 
address  to  the  profession  of  that  State,  appealing  to  them  to  use 
their  influence  at  home  to  favorably  impress  representatives,  by  ex- 
plaining to  them  the  objects  desired,  and  the  benefits  to  be  obtained 
by  such  a  law.  Our  neighbors,  like  ourselves,  complain  that  the 
State  is  overrun  by  the  refuse,  driven  out  of  other  States,  by  the 
operation  of  such  laws.  We  tender  them  our  sympathy,  and  wish 
them  better  luck  than  the  Texas  Association  had  in  a  similar  un- 
dertaking. 

YOUNG  DOCTORS  TAKE  NOTICE. 
Wanted — A  physician,  or  a  lady,  in  every  county  in  Texas,  to 
take  subscriptions  for  this  Journal,  and  applications  for  member- 
ship in  the  Physician's  Mutual  Benefit  Association  of  Texas.  Com- 
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missions  on  each,  one  half  for  the  other;  and  with  every  cash  remit- 
tance of  Fifteen  Dollars  a  premium  of  $2.50  in  cash  additional,  or 
a  Hypodermic  syringe,  late  style  ;  or  a  new  and  late  standard  me- 
dical work,  worth  from  £2.50  to  $5.00.  Get  every  regular  physician 
in  the  county  to  take  the  Journal,  and  to  join  the  Benefit  Associa- 
tion.   Write  for  blanks. 

Editor  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 

A  double  edition  of  the  Journal,  with  a  splendid  Moss-type 
engraving  of  the  late  lamented  Secretary  of  the  State  Medical  As- 
sociation, Dr.  W.  J.  Burt,  will  be  published  in  April. 

Wanted — A  real  good  experienced  canvasser  for  "Biography  of 
Contemporary  Physicians  of  Texas"  edited  by  Dr.  F.  E.  Daniel. 
Address  ;  S.  H.  Dixon,  Austin,  Texas. 

Wanted — Situation  in  a  drugstore  as  prescriptionist,  by  a  young 
man  aged  22^,  of  excellent  habits,  thoroughly  competent  and  of 
seven  years  consecutive  experience.  Very  best  testimonials  as  to 
character,  habits  and  capacity. 

Address  this  Office. 
[We  endorse  applicant  in  every  particular — Editor.] 

Prize  Essay  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association. — Dr. 
D.  R.  Wallace,  Superintendent  State  Lunatic  Asylum  at  Terrell  will 
review  Dr.  Brigg's  paper  in  the  next  issue  of  this  Journal.  The 
paper  appears  in  the  Transactions  of  this  year. 


THE  TRANSACTIONS  T.  S.  M.  A. 
Explanation  :  A  wrapper  was  addressed  to  each  member,  and 
sent  to  the  bindery.  Four  hundred  copies  were  finished  on  the 
15th,  and  sent  off.  The  next  and  last  lot  was  finished  and  shipped 
on  27th.  This  is  why  some  received  the  book  earlier  than  others  ; 
no  preference  was  shown. 

PROFESSIONAL  SECRECY. 
Dr.  A.  Y.  P.  Garnett  gave  a  certificate  of  sickness  to  a  clerk  in 
the  Pension  office,  who  sent  it  in,  to  account  for  his  absence.  The 
officer  demanded  to  know,  specifically,  what  was  the  matter  with  the 
man  ;  wanted  to  be,  himself,  the  judge,  we  suppose,  whether  it  were 


COMPARATIVE  WORTH  of  BAKING  POWDERS. 


ROYAL  (Absolutely Pare).. 
GRANT'S  (Alum  Powder)*. 
RUMFORD'S,  when  fresh.. 
KANFORD'S,  when  fresh... 

REDHEAD'S  

CHARM  (Alum  Powder)*... 
AMAZON  (Alum  Powder)  * . 
CLETELAND'S(shortwt.ioz.)| 
PIONEER  (San Francisco)... 

CZAR  

DR.  PRICE'S  

SNOW  FLAKE  (Groffs)... 
LEWIS'  

PEARL  (Andrews  &  Co.)  g| 

HECKER'S  

GULLET'S  

ANDREWS&CO."Regal"*^^ 

Milwaukee,  (Contains  Alum.; 

BULK  (Powder  sold  loose). . . .  Hi 
RUMFORD'S,  whennotfresh  B 


REPORTS  OF  GOVERNMENT  CHEMISTS 

As  to  Purity  and  Wholesomeness  oft  lie  Royal  Baking  Powder. 

"I  have  tested  a  package  of  Royal  Baking  Powder,  which  I  purchased  in  the 
open  market,  and  find  it  composed  of  pure  and  wholesome  ingredients.  It  is  a  cream 
of  tartar  powder  of  a  high  degree  of  merit,  and  does  not  contain  either  alum  or 
phosphates,  or  other  injurious  substances.  E.  G.  Love,  Ph.D." 

"  It  is  a  scientific  fact  that  the  Royal  Baking  Powder  is  absolutely  pure. 

"H.  A.  Mott,  Ph.D." 


"  I  have  examined  a  package  of  Royal  Baking  Powder,  purchased  by  myself  In 
the  market.  I  find  it  entirely  free  from  alum,  terra  alba,  or  any  other  injurious  sub- 
stance.      Henry  Morton,  Ph.D.,  President  of  Stevens  Institute  of  Technology." 

"  I  have  analyzed  a  package  of  Royal  Baking  Powder.  The  materials  of  which 
it  is  composed  are  pure  and  wholesome.       S.  Dana.  Hayes,  State  Assayer,  Maes." 

The  Roval  Baking  Powder  received  the  highest  award  over  all  competitors  at 
the  Vienna  World's  Exposition,  1S73  ;  at  the  Centennial,  Philadelphia,  1876  ;  at  the 
American  Institute,  New  York,  and  at  State  Fairs  throughout  the  country. 

No  other  article  of  human  food  has  ever  received  such  high,  emphatic,  and  uni- 
versal endorsement  from  eminent  chemists,  physicians,  scientists,  and  Boards  of 
Health  all  over  the  world. 

Note — The  above  Diagram  illustrates  the  comparative  worth  of  various  Baking 
Powders,  as  shown  by  Chemical  Analysis  and  experiments  made  by  Prof.  Schedler. 
A  pound  can  of  each  powder  was  taken,  the  total  leavening  power  or  volume  in 
each  can  calculated,  the  result  being  as  indicated.  This  practical  test  for  worth  by 
Prof.  Schedler  only  proves  what  every  observant  consumer  of  the  Royal  Baking 
Powder  knows  by  practical  experience,  that,  while  it  costs  a  few  cents  per  pound 
more  than  ordinary  kinds,  it  is  far  more  economical,  and,  besides,  affords  the  advan- 
tage of  better  work.  A  single  trial  of  the  Royal  Baking  Powder  will  convince  any 
fair-minded  person  of  these  facts.  - 

*  While  the  diagram  shows  some  of  the  alum  powders  to  be  of  a  higher  degree 
of  strength  than  other  powders  ranked  below  them,  it  is  not  to  be  taken  as  indicat- 
ing that  they  have  any  value.  All  alum  powders,  no  matter  how  high  their  strength, 
\re  to  be  avoided  as  dangerous. 


ustzew  yoee:  post-gbadtjate 

MEDICAL  SCHOOL  AND  HOSPITAL. 

Incorporated  by  Special  A.ct  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York. 
ESCLVSIVELT    FOB  1 1ST  IvESIDXCXIfcTE- 

Fifth  Year—Sessions  of  1886-7. 

 FACULTY.  

Thi8  school  will  enter  upon  its  fifth  year  on  September  15th.  It  was  founded  by- 
members  of  the  Post-Graduate  Faculty  of  the  University  of  the  City  of  New  York, 
and  was  the  fir6t  institution  in  the  United  States  to  present  a  systematic  system  of 
clinical  instruction  for  graduates  in  medicine. 

The  teaching  is  practical  and  thorough.  The  school  is  not  a  mere  clinic,  although 
all  the  lectures  are  clinical,  but  it  is  a  place  of  instruction  in  which  the  practitioner, 
by  actually  handling  the  cases  under  the  guidance  of  the  professors  and  instructors, 
may  learn  the  use  of  instruments  for  examination  and  treatment,  and  observe  the 
effects  of  remedies.  Each  hospital  to  which  the  teachers  are  attached  forms  a  part  of 
the  field  of  instruction.  The  general  schedule  is  so  arranged  that  there  is  no  conflict 
in  the  hours  of  attendance  of  the  professors.  The  clinics  begin  at  9  a.  m.,  and  con- 
tinue until  6  p.  m.  each  day.  Clinics  are  also  given  on  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  Thurs- 
day and  Friday  evenings,  and  the  Clinical  Society  of  the  School  meets  twice  a  month 
©n  Saturday  evenings.  A  Dispensary  and  an  Hospital  form  a  part  of  this  school, 
with  one  ward  exclusivelv  for  infants,  which  has  been  lately  endo^  ed  by  benevolent 
ladies  of  New  York  City.  Practitioners  may  enter  the  school  at  any  time. 
Wm.  A.  Hanmonc,  M.  D.— Professor  of  Diseases  of  the  Mind  and  Nervous  System 

and  of  Medical  Electricity  ;  Surgeon-General  of  the  U  S.  Army  (Retired  List.) 
D.  B.  St.  John  Roosa,  M.  D.,  LL  D.— Professor  of  Diseases  of  the  Eye  and  Ear  ;  Sur- 
geon to  the  Manhattan  Eye  and  Ear  Hospital  ^President  of  the  Faculty. 
Fredrick  R.  Sturgis,  M,  D.— Professor  of  Diseases  of  the  Genito-Urinary  Organs,  and 

of  Venereal  Diseases  ;  Surgeon  to  the  Charity  Hospital. 
Clinton  Wagner,  M.  D.— Professor  of  Diseases  of  the  Nose  and  Throat  ,  Surgeon-in- 

Chief  of  the  -Metropolitan  Throat  Hospital. 
Thos.  E  Satterthwaite.  M.  D.—  Professor  of  Pathology  and  General  Vedicine  ;  Path- 
ologist to  the  Presbyterian  Hospital. 
Charles  L.  Dana,  M.  D  —Professor  of  Diseases  of  the  Mind  and  Nervous  System,  and 
of  Medical  Electricity;  Professor  of  Physiology,  Woman's  Med.  College  ;  Physician 
to  Bellevue  Hospital. 

M.  Josiaa  Roberts,  M.  D.— Professor  of  Orthopaedic  Surgery  and  Mechanical  Thera- 
peutics ;  Visiting  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  to  the  Randall's  Island  Hospitals. 

Alexander  J.  C.  Skene,  M.  D.— Professor  of  Diseases  of  Women  ;  Professor  of  Dis- 
eases of  Women,  L.  I.  Hospital  M«d.  School  ;  Attending  Surgeon  of  the  L.  I.  Col- 
lege Hospital. 

Andrew  H.  Smith,  M.  D.— Professor  of  Clinical  Medicine  and  Therapeutics  ;  Attend- 
ing Physician  to  the  Presbyterian  Hospital  ;  Consulting  Physician  to  the  Ortho- 
paedic Hospital. 

William  Oliver  Moore.  M.  D.— Professor  of  Diseases  of  the  Eye  and  Ear  ;  Professor  of 
Diseases  of  the  Eye  and  Ear,  University  of  Vermont,  and  Woman's  Medieal  Col- 
College,  New  York 

William  F.  Flughrer.  M.  D.— Professor  of  Clinical  Surgery  ;  Surgeon  to  Bellevue  and 
Mount  Sinai  Hospitals. 

Bache  McE.  Emmett,  M  D  —  Professor  of  Diseases  of  Women  i  A'st  Surgeon  to  the 
New  York  State  Woman's  Hospital. 

Edward  Kershner,  M.  D.,  U.  S.  N.— Professor  of  Naval,  Military  and  State  Hygiene. 

Ambrose  L.  Ranney,  M.  D.— Professor  of  the  Anatomy  and  Physiology  of  the  Ner- 
vous System  ;  Professor  of  General  and  Special  Anatomy,  University  of  Vermont. 

William  Henry  Porter,  M  D.— Professor  of  Clinica.  Medicine  and  Pathology  ;  Cura- 
tor of  the  Presbyterian  Hospital. 

George  Henry  Fox,  M.  D.— Professor  of  Diseases  of  the  Skin  ;  Professor  of  Derma- 
tology, College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  New  York. 

Stephen  Smith  Burt,  M.  D.— Professor  of  Physical  Diagnosis  ;  Physician  to  the  Out- 
Door  Department.  Bellevue  Hospital. 

Seneca  D.  Powell,  M.  D.—  Professor  of  Minor  Surgery. 

C.  A.  Von  Ramdohr,  M.  D.— Professor  of  Obstetrics  :  Physician  to  the  German 
Poliklinik. 

Horace  T.  Hanks,  M.  D.— Professor  of  Diseases  of  Women  ;  Ass't  Surgeon  to  the 

Now  York  State  Woman's  Hospital. 
Lewis  S.  Pilcher,  M.  D  —  Professor  of  Ciinical  Surgery. 

H.  J.  Garrigues.— Professor  of  Obstetrics  ;  Surgeon  to  the  Maternity  and  German 
Hospitals. 

Herber  G.  Lyttle,  M.  D.— Asso.  Professor  of  Genito-Urinary  Diseases,  and  of  Vener- 
eal Diseas. 

Graeme  M.  Hammond,  M.  D.— Asso.  Prof,  of  Diseases  of  the  Mind  and  Nervous  Sys- 
tem. 

J.  R.  Nilson,  M.  D.— Asso.  Prof,  of  Diseases  of  Women. 
G.  B.  Hope,  M.  D.— Asso.  Prof,  of  Diseases  of  the  Nose  and  Throat. 
SAMUEL  LLOYD,  Ass't  Sec'y.  FREDERIC  R.  STURGIS,  Sec'y  of  the  Faculty. 

Please  mention  Daniel's  Medical  Journal  226  East  20th  St.,  New  York  City. 
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sufficient  cause  for  absence.  Of  course  Dr.  Garnett  refused  to 
comply  with  the  demand,  and  Secretary  Lamar  had  the  good  sense 
to  sustain  him. 

PHYSICAN'S  MUTUAL  BENEFIT  ASSOCIATION. 
Assessment  No.  3  for  the  benefit  of  the  heirs  of  Dr.  Albert  Welch, 
has  been  paid  by  all  but  nine  of  the  members,  and  the  money  has 
been  sent  by  draft  to  Mrs.  Welch  at  Paris.    We  hope^to  present  her 
receipt  in  the  next  issue. 

THE  NEW  SURGEON-GENERAL  U.  S.  A. 
The  President  has  appointed  Assistant  Medical  Purveyor  John 
Moore,  to  the  office  of  Surgeon-General  made  vacant  by  the  retire- 
ment of  General  Murray.  We  were  much  in  hopes  the  President 
would  see  the  justice  of  recognizing  Dr.  Baxter's  claims  to  promo- 
tion, he  being  the  Senior  Assistant  Surgeon-General  and  Chief 
Medical  Purveyor.  But  then — Baxter  is  not  of  Cleveland's  politics; — 
and  competency,  seniority  of  rank,  long  and  efficient  service — all  go 
for  naught  if  the  applicant  is  not  of  the  party  having  the  "ins," 
— "to  the  victor  belongs  the  spoils,"  evidently,  is  a  cardinal  maxim 
in  politics. 

DEATH  OF  DR.  JOSIAH  T.  MATTHIS,  OF  AUSTIN. 
This  estimable  gentleman  and  skilled  physician  died  November  30th,  after  an 
illness  of  only  two  weeks,  of  an  obscure  disease  of  the  liver,  the  nature  of  which 
was  only  revealed  to  the  physicians  on  post  mortem  examination.  Dr.  Mathis 
came  to  Texas  from  Tennessee  some  twelve  years  ago,  settling  in  the  southeastern 
part  of  the  state,  whence  he  removed  to  Austin  two  years  later.  Devoting  himself 
exclusively  to  diseases  of  the  eye,  etc.,  he  soon  had  a  lucrative  practice  and  made 
for  himself  a  wide  reputation  as  an  oculist.  He  was  a  most  estimable  gentleman 
and  an  exemplary  citizen,  and  his  loss  will  be  severly  felt  in  this  community, 
where  he  was  universally  respected.  Aged  59  years.  The  Travis  County  Medi- 
cal Association  attended  the  funeral  in  a  body. 


IBLIOGRAPHY, 


Diseases  of  the  Nerves,  Muscles  and  Skin,  being  Vol.  III.  of 
Dr.  Hermann  Eichhorst's  Handbook  of  Practical  Medicine,  and 
Vol.  X.  of  Wood's  Library  of  Standard  Medical  Authors,  1886, 
(consisting  of  12  vols.,  price  #15.00.)  Sold  only  by  subscription. 
William  Wood  &  Co.,  New  York.    The  author  takes  right  hold  of 
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his  subject,  and  disposes  of  it  secundem  artem  in  a  most  thorough 
and  scientific  manner.  This  volume  begins  where  volume  two  left 
off,  at  section  V,  Diseases  of  the  Nerves,  which  are  classified  and 
treated  seriatim,  beginning  at  peripheral  nerves — motor  and  sen- 
sory ;  then  of  the  spinal  cord,  and  finally  of  the  brain.  Section 
VI.  treats  of  diseases  of  the  skin  upon  a  classification  of  six  divi- 
sions :  ist — Dermatidides,  under  which  head  he  describes:  A,  Ery- 
thematous inflammation,  such  as  urticaria.  2 — Erythema  nodosum. 
3 — Erythema  exudativum  multiform,  [a  pretty  sweeping  classifica- 
tion.] 4 — Acrodynia.  5 — Pellagra,  B,  vesicle-like  inflammations:  1, 
Eczema;  2,  milearia,  etc.,  etc. 

This  is  about  as  good  and  convenient  a  classification  as  we  have 
seen. 


Electrolysis,  its  Theoretical  Consideration  and  its  Therapeutical 
and  Surgical  Applications.    By  Robert  Amory,  A.  M.,  M.  D., 
Member  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society;  Fellow  of  the 
American  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences  ;  Fellow  of  the  Ame- 
rican Academy  of  Medicine,  etc.,  etc.  Octavo,  314 pages.  Illus- 
trated by  nearly  one  hundred  fine  wood  engravings.  Supplied 
only  to  subscribers  for  "  Wood's  Library  of  Standard  Medical 
Authors,"  for  1886  (12  vols.,  price,  $15.00)  of  which  this  is  Vol. 
VIII.  New  York,  William  Wood  &  Company. 
This  is  the  August  number  of  this  popular  series.    It  is  written 
in  a  singularly  clear  and  easily  comprehended  style  for  a  book  of 
such  a  technical  character.    Beginning  at  the  beginning  of  the  sub- 
ject, it  carries  the  reader  through  Physics  in  Electrolysis.  The 
kind  of  batteries  necessary  for  Electrolysis.    The  resistance  and 
diffusion  of  the  Electrical  current,  the  effects  of  electricity  upon  the 
human  body.    Destruction  of  Living  Tissue  by  Electrolysis,  Modes 
of  Employing  Electrolysis,  Application  of  ditto,  to  treatment  of  dis- 
ease in  general,  and  to  certain  diseases  in  particular,  such  as 
exophthalmic  Goitre  and  Hypertrichosis.     Then  a  chapter  on  the 
measurement  of  currents  of  Electricity  is  given.    The  book  closes 
with  a  description  of  apparatus  and  instruments  used  in  treatment 
by  electrolysis  of  the    living   tissue,    and  a  general  summary, 
in  which  are  discussed  some  of  the  causes  of  the  resolutive  action 
from  galvanism  of  the  tissues  by  surface  application  of  the  elec- 
trodes, or  from  their  electro-puncture. 

Unlike  certain  pedantic  writers,  we  could  name,  this  author  does 
not  presuppose  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  subject  on  the  part  of 
the  reader  ;  but  he  takes  pains  to  make  details  clear,  even  in 
the  rudiments  of  the  subject.    It  is  a  good  and  unique  little  book. 


A  Manual  of  Animal  Vaccination,  Preceded  by  Considera- 
tions on  Vaccination  in  General.  By  Dr.  E.  Warlomotn, 
Member  of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Medicine,  of  Belgium; 


AD  VER  TISEMENTS. 


PHILLIPS'  PALATABLE  COD-LIVER  OIL 

By  reason  of  its  high  standard  of  excellence,  reliability,  and  uniformity,  which  has 
been  maintained  since  its  introduction,  enjoys  the  confidence  of  many  physicians.  It 
exhibits  the  most  minute  division  of  the  oil-globules  yet  attained  in  an  emulsion, 
and  by  reason  of  its  perfect  miscibility  in  milk,  water,  or  other  fluid,  it  is 
easy  of  administration  or  assimilation. 

As  it  presents  many  features  of  superiority,  physicians  still  unacquainted  with  it 
are  respectfully  urged  to  examine  it. 

ATTENTION  IS  ALSO  ASKED  TO 

PHILLIPS'  DIGESTIBLE  COCOA. 

It  furnishes  a  reliable  article  of  diet  for  the  sick  room,  and  a  suitable  substitute  for 
Tea  or  Coffee  for  every  day  use.  The  fat  of  the  Cocoa  (usually  the  disturbing-  ele- 
ment) is  herein  digested  by  means  of  Pancreatine,  and  there  is  none  of  the  feeling  of 
heaviness,  depression  and  headache  (so  common  after  drinking  the  ordinary  Cocoas 
or  Chocolates),  following  the  use  of  this  preparation.  It  makes  a  delicious  bever- 
age, and  is  nourishing  to  a  high  degree.  It  is  often  digested  when  milk  or  oth- 
er nutrients  cause  distress,  and  therefore  becomes  a  superior  food  in  irritable  condi- 
tions of  the  stomach.   

IPIHZIIiIjIIFS7 

PHOSFHO-MUfiJATE  OF  QUININE 

(COMPOUND).  ^" 

A  Reliable  General  Tonic  and  Antiperiodic .  We  are  now  introducing  this  elegant 
combination  of  our  Wheat  Phosphates,  with  Quinine,  Iron,  and  Strychnia,  and  ask 
an  examination  of  it  by  the  Medical  Profession.  It  will  be  found  efficacious  in  a 
large  class  of  Pathological  conditions.   Circulars  and  samples  supplied. 

Our  preparations  are  to  be  had  of  druggists  generally. 

MILK  OP  MAGNESIA  —An  Antacid. 

WHEAT-PHOSPHATES  (Acid).— A  Nutrient  Tonic. 

The  Chas.  H.  Phillips  Chemicl  Co.,  30  Piatt  St.,  New  York. 

j  AYRES'  HERNIA  TRUSS  S^the  ayres' truss 

a  jmjf^  §     Is  the  best  I  have  seen 

2  ous  forms,  and  I  heart- 
s' "*  ily  recommend  it  to  the 

profession. 
2.1     Hunter  McGuire, 
§  X  M. D., Emeritus Projessor 
H  S".  /Surgery  Medical  College 
:MOPJD,  V-^.     E'^'o;  Virginia. 
The  Inventor  refers  by  special  permission  to — 

Stanford  E.  Chaille,  A.M.,  M.  D.,  Professo^of  Physiology  University  of  Louisiana. 
Frank  H.  Hamilton,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  late  Professor  of  Surgery,  Bellevue  Hospital 
Medical  College,  New  York. 
J.  L.  Cabell,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Physiology  and  Surgery,  University  of  Virginia. 
Isaiah  H.  White,  M.  D.,  late  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy,  Medical  College  of  Va. 
James  B.  McCJaw,  M.  D.,  Prof.  Practice  of  Medicine,  Medical  College  of  Va. 
J.  S.  Wellford,  M.  D.,  Prof.  Diseases  Women  and  Children,  Medical  College  of  Va. 
O.  F.  Mason,  M.  D.,  Emeritus  Prof.  Physiology  and  Pathology,  Med.  College  of  Va 
Hunter  McGuire,  M.  D.,  Emeritus  Prof.  Surgery,  Medical  College  of  Va. 
Landon  B.  Edwards,  M.  D.,  Editor  Virginia  Medical  Monthly,  Richmond,  Va. 
Address  all  orders  to 

WHOLESALE  DEUGGISTS,RICHMOND,VA 
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The  attention  of  Physicians  is  invited  to 

Wm.  R.  Warner  &  Co.'s 

Soluble  and  Reliable 

Quinine  Pills 

MADE  OF  PURE  MA  TERIAL  AND  OF  FULL  WEIGHT. 


PRICES  CURRENT. 


Soluble  Coated  (Sugar)                   of  100.  of  500. 

PIL.  QUININE  SUL.,  *  gr                         $  .45  $2.00 

lgr  60  2.75 

"          "             "       2  grs                         1.00  4.75 

3  grs                         1.45  7.00 

5  grs                           2.35  11.50 

Transparent  Coated  (Geiati»  >  TZ?$]e  pMle 

PIL.  QUININjE  SUL.,  J  gr                        $  .45  $2.00 

"       1  gr  60  2.75 

"             "       2  grs                          1.00  4.75 

3  grs                          1.45  7.00 


5  grs    2.35  11.50 

Compressed  (Tablets.)         PeroSe  p«le 

PIL.  QUININiE  SUL.,  1  gr   $  .60  $2.75 

"          "             "       2  grs    1.00  4.75 

"          "             "       3  grs    1.45  7.00 

5  grs    2.35  11.50 

Prices  Subject  to  Discount. 

WAR1STEB  &  CO.'S 

TASTELESS    QUININE  TABLETS. 

Each  Tablet  contains  1  gr.  Tannate  of  Quinine  with  Chocolate. 
They  have  no  bitter  taste,  and  can  be  eaten  as  ordinary 
Chocolate.    Per  dozen  boxes,  of  30  Tablets  each,  $4.00. 

Wm.  R.  Warner  &  Co., 

MAKERS  OF  SOLUBLE  COATED  PILLS, 

Philadelphia  and  New  York. 
AGENTS,  J.  J.  TOBIN,  AUSTIN,  TEXAS. 
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Founder  of  the  State  Vaccine  Institute  of  Belgium  ;  Director 
of  the  "  Institut  Vaccinal  de  Belgique,"  at  Brussels,  etc.  Trans- 
lated and  edited  by  Arthur  J.  Harris,  M.  D.,  Assistant  Physi- 
cian and  Joint  Lecturer  to  St.  John's  Hospital  for  Diseases  of 
the  Skin;  Consulting  Physician  to  the  Association  for  the  Sup- 
ply of  Pure  Vaccine  Lymph  ;  Honorary  Secretary  to  the  Wil- 
lan  Society  of  London  ;  Treasurer  to  the  Sloane  Society;  Late 
Honorary  Medical  Officer  to  the  Holloway  and  North  Isling- 
ton Dispensary,  etc..  etc.    With  an  appendix,  showing  the  re- 
sults of  re-vaccination,  and  the  comparative  utility  of  animal 
vaccine.    Philadelphia  :  John  Wyeth  &  Brother,  1412,  1414 
and  1416  Walnut  Street. 
This  is,  we  believe,  the  most  exhaustive  work  on  the  subject  re- 
cently published,  and  as  Dr.  Warlomont  is  the  founder  of  the  State 
Vaccine  Institute  of  Belgium,  and  for  a  number  of  years  was 
the  director,  his  experience  entitles  his  opinion  and  advice  to  con- 
sideration as  an  authority  on  vaccination,  and  everything  connec- 
ted withjjbovine  lymph.     It  is  a  book  which  will  prove  of  much  in- 
terest to  the  medical  profession,  and  contains  information  in  detail 
that  will  be  a  benefit  also  to  sanitary  committees,  boards  of  health, 
etc.,  etc.    Published  by  John  Wyeth  &  Brother,  who  are  also 
authority  on  vaccine  virus. 


The  Staff  of  Life. — Bread  is  said  to  be  "the  staff  of  life."  It 
clearly  owes  its  title  and  claim  as  such  to  the  diastase  which  it  con- 
tains, and  without  which  it  would  be  indigestible.  So,  Maltine, 
which  is  very  rich  in  that  element,  and  which  has  no  superior  in 
nutritive  value,  may  be  said  also  to  be  the  staff — (staff,  support)  of 
life  to  invalids  and  especially  to  consumptives,  and  all  those  suffer- 
ing from  wasting  diseases — palatable,  digestible,  and  easily  assim- 
ilated. We  insert  a  whole  page  advertisement  of  this  standard 
article  in  this  issue.    Please  mention  this  Journal. 


"  Speaks  for  Itself. — We  need  hardly  call  attention  to  an  ad- 
vertisement as  well  displayed  as  that  of  Charles  Lenz  &  Co.,  of 
Goodell's  Dilator  etc.,  but  we  do  so  to  request  readers,  who  are 
thereby  induced  to  order  goods,  to  say  where  they  saw  the  adver- 
tisement— this  is  of  value  to  us.  Goodell's  instruments  are  now  too 
well  known  to  require  any  recommendation,  the  dilator  is  nearly  as 
standard  as  Sim's  speculum. 


Spring  Time  and  Spring  Term. — The  poet  says  it  is  in  the 
Spring  time  that  the  young  man's  mind  "  lightly  turns  to  thoughts 
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of  love."  That  was  long  ago,  no  doubt,  and  has  gone  out  of  fashion, 
quite.  It  is  in  the  spring  time  nowadays,  that  the  Texas  young 
man,  who  has  been  reading  "Gray's  Anatomy"  in  the  doctor's 
office  all  winter,  turns  his  thoughts  to  the  Spring  terms  of  medical 
lectures  and  asks  himself,  where  he  shall  go.  We  would  remind 
him,  lectures  begin  on  3rd  of  March  at  the  Medical  Department  of 
the  University  of  Louisville,  and  that  the  fee  for  the  whole  course  is 
only  $25.    Mention  this  Journal,  please. 

Notwithstanding  the  multiplicity  of  Syrups  of  Hypophosphites 
upon  the  market,  "Fellows" — the  original — maintains  its  rep- 
utation for  superiority. 


Ingluvin. — Prof.  Roberts  Bartholow,  M.  A.,  M.  D.,  LL.  D.,  in  his 
late  work  on  "Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics,"  says :  This  is  a 
preparation  from  the  gizzard  of  the  domestic  chicken — ventriculus 
callosus  gallinaceus.    Dose,  gr.  v. — scruples  j. 

Ingluvin  has  the  remarkable  property  of  arresting  certain  kinds 
of  vomiting — notably  the  vomiting  of  pregna?icy.  It  is  a  stomachic 
tonic,  and  relieves  indigestion,  flatulence  and  dyspepsia. 

The  author's  experience  is  confirmatory  of  the  statements  which 
have  been  put  forth  regarding  the  exceptional  power  of  this  agent 
to  arrest  the  vomiting  of  pregnancy.  It  can  be  administered  in  in- 
flammatory conditions  of  the  mucous  membrane,  and  it  has  no  irri- 
tant effect.  Under  ordinary  circumstances,  and  when  the  object  of 
its  administration  is  to  promote  the  digestive  function,  it  should  be 
administered  after  meals.  When  the  object  is  to  arrest  the  vomiting 
of  pregnancy,  it  should  be  given  before  meals. — From  the  American 
Analyst,  August  1st,  1886. 


Hydronaphthol. — Dr.  Justus  Wolff  asserts  that  E.  Merck's  state- 
ment that  betanaphtol  and  hydronaphthol  are  identical,  is  a 
mistake,  which  may  result  in  the  most  serious  consequences  if 
betanaphthol  be  used  instead  of  hydronaphthol  "  as  the  first  one 
is  a  most  dangerous  and  deadly  poison,  whilst  the  latter  is  an  excel- 
lent absolutely  reliable  and  harmless  antiseptic."  The  poisonous 
character  of  betanaphthol  has  been  established  a  long  time  ago  by 
such  authorities  as  Kaposa,  Neisser  and  Piffard,  and  lately  by  Max 
Schwarz,  while  Dr.  G.  R.  Fowler,  Dr.  Lawrence  Wolff  and  many 
others,  have  proved  hydronaphthol  to  be  non-poisonous,  and  a  most 
effective  antiseptic.  Hydronaphthol  is  distinguished  from  betan- 
aphthol not  only  by  its  physiological  action,  but  also  by  distinct 
chemical  reactions,  by  its  chemical  constitution,  as  it  possesses 
certainly  more  hydrogen  in  the  molecule  than  betanaphthol.  Of 
the  several  distinguishing  chemical  reactions,  the  following  may  be 
given  as  an  example  :  If  from  a  diluted  iron-perchloride  solution 
two  drops  are  added  to  an  alcoholic  betanaphthol  solution,  it  be- 
comes of  a  bright  green  color,  whilst  the  same  proportion  of  an  al- 
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coholic  hydronaphthol  solution  of  the  same  strength  becomes  dark- 
yellowish  brown,  by  addition  of  the  same  proportion  of  iron- 
perchloride  solution.  Other  reactions  are  also  different,  and  the 
melting  points  obtained  by  most  careful  determinations  are,  for 
hydronaphthol,  117  deg.  C,  and  for  betanaphthol,  122  deg.  C. 
These  and  other  facts  satisfy  the  author  that  hydronaphthol  is  dis- 
tinct from  the  poisonous  compound  which  is  known  as  betanaphthol 
and  that  it  is  not  alphanaphthol,  not  a  mixture  of  the  two  last 
named,  and  does  not  contain  any  of  either. — Druggists'  Circular  for 
September. 


No  Practitioner  who  is  liable  to  be  called  on  to  sew  up  a  wound, 
or  to  perform  a  surgical  operation,  should  be  without  the  iron-dyed 
silk  for  sutures.  Sold  by  Wm,  Snowden,  No.  7  North  nth  street, 
Philadelphia.  By-the-bye,  we  can  testify  to  the  superiority  of  the 
surgical  instruments  and  appliances  sold  by  that  house. 

Spurious  Goods  are  often  a  source  of  much  vexation  and  disap- 
pointment to  the  surgeon;  none  more  so  than  plasters  that  will  not 
stick,  or,  those  said  to  be  medicated,  which  produce  no  effect. 
Messrs.  Seaburry  &  Johnson,  the  pioneers  in  "spread-rubber  goods," 
and  whose  name  is  a  guarantee  of  superiority,  warn  the  profes- 
sion that  plasters  are  being  made  by  discharged  employees  claiming 
to  understand  the  process  of  this  famous  house.    Look  to  this. 

Palatable  Cocoa  and  other  elegant  Pharmaceuticals.  The  C. 
H.  Phillips  Chemical  Company  are  nothing  if  not  benefactors  to 
the  sick  and  invalid.  Their  palatable  Cocoa,  ostensibly  a  medi- 
cine, is  really  one  of  the  most  delicious  beverages  that  can  be 
made  ;  palatable,  indeed,  delicious,  as  well  as  highly  nutritious 
and  easily  digestible.  At  their  great  exhibition  of  chemicals  and 
physicians'  supplies  at  the  Washington  meeting  of  the  American 
Medical  Association,  they  kept  a  large  silver  urn  full  and  hot,  and 
to  thousands  of  visitors, — Doctors — laymen — ladies  and  children, 
— they  dispensed  the  delicious  smoking  aromatic  Cocoa — thereby 
refreshing  them,  gratuitously.  One  cannot  distinguish  it  from  the 
best  home-made  chocolate.  See  their  new  advertisement — Phos- 
pho-muriate  of  Quinine,  etc.    Mention  this  Journal,  please. 


The  St.  Louis  Post-Graduate  Medical  College. — Notwith- 
standing the  heavy  outlay  recently  made,  to  equip  the  college  with 
all  that  is  new  and  valuable,  in  the  way  of  adjuncts,  it  has  been  de- 
termined to  reduce  the  fee  for  the  six  weeks  course  to  $30.00  for  all 
branches.  Considering  the  proximity  of  St.  Louis — the  little  cost 
of  getting  there,  and  of  staying  there,  this  is  a  great  inducement  to 
physicians  to  take  a  post-graduate  course.  Please  mention  the 
Journal. 


AD  VER  TISEMENTS. 


CAULOCOREA. 

roe  most  important  Therapeutic  Apent  ever  presenter)  to  the  Mea:ca   Profeiiton  In 
the  treatm*  tit  of  the  Diseases  of  the  Female  Reproductive.  Organs. 


Formula  :— Caclocokea  is  composed  of  the  active  principles  of  Caulo- 
phy.ium  Thauctroides,  Viburnum  Opu.us,  Prunifolium.  Dioscorea  Vn.osa, 
MfChciia  Repens  Aletns  P'arinosa,  so  combined  with  Spts.  Jit  her  is  Comp. 
and  Aromatics.  as  to  form  a  most  perfect  and  agreeable  Elixir,  and 
greatly  increase  the  anti-spasmodic  and  tonic  effect. 


This  elegant  Elixir  is  Emmenagogue,  Parturient,  Anti- Spasmodic,  Diuretic  and 
Tonic,  and  is  particularly  efficacious  in  the  treatment  of  Engorgement,  Inflammation 
and  Induration  of  the  Uterus,  Dysmenorrhea,  Menorrhagia,  Leueorrnea,  Ammen- 
iiorrhcea,  Prolapsus  Uteri.  Hysteria,  Melancholia,  Pruritus  Vulvae,  impaired  Vitality, 
Vomiting  of  Pregnancy,  Habitual  Abortion,  and  Urtemic  Eclampsia. 

CAULOCOREA  possesses  extraordinary  curative  virtues  in  Prolapsus  Uteri,  or  any 
form  of  Uterine  Displacements,  imparting  strength  to  the  relaxed  muscles  and  tone 
to  the  whole  uterine  economy,  relieving  the  patient  from  the  troublesome  and  perni- 
cious pessary.  It  is  a  direct  Uterine  Tonic  of  great  efficiency,  developing  the  organic 
nutritive  elements  and  the  dynamic  nervous  and  vital  powers,  and  will  prove  emi- 
nently beneficial  in  all  cases  where  the  functions  of  the  internal  reproductive  organs 
a re deranged. 

It  being  a  powerful  anti-spasmodic,  is  the  remedy  par  excellence  in  dysmenorrhea 
or  Threatened  AbortiOL  .  which  every  physician  will  perceive  by  a  glance  at  the 
formula. 

We  are  gratified  to  know  that  the  intrinsic  merit  of  CAULOCOREA  has  commended 
it  to  the  favor  it  is  receiving  at  the  bandB  of  the  profession. 

DOSE  - One  tabiospoonful  three  or  more  times  a  day,  as  indicated. 

To  females,  who  are  subject  to  convulsions  during  Gestation  or  Parturition,  it 
should  be  given  for  several  weeks  previous  to  to  the  time  of  the  threatened  paroxysm, 
two  or  three  times  a  day,  alternating  weekly  with  Bromide  otassium. 

For  Dysmenorrhea,  give  CAULOCOREA  for  a  week  previous  to  the  appearance  of 
the  Catamenia.  Immediately  upon  its  appearance,  should  any  pain  ensue,  give  in 
smaller  dosfts  every  few  minutes,  until  the  pain  is  alleviated. 

In  caseof  Habitual  Aoortion,  give  CAULOCOREA  as  soon  as  pregnancy  is  discov* 
ered,  and  continue  until  gestatidn  is  far  advanced. 

CAULOCOREA  is  put  up  in  Pound  Bottles,  for  Physicians'  Prescriptions  only.  Price 
$1  per  bottle.    To  be  had  at  all  druggists. 
Prepared  under  the  direction  of  . I    a  mien  Lowell,  M.  D. 
DISTRIBUTING  AGENTS- Rust  Bros.  &  Bird,  Boston;  Noyes  Bros.  &  Cutter,  St. 
Paul;  Morrison,  Plumuier  &  Robbins,  New  York;  Johnson,  Holloway  &  Co.,  Phil- 
adelphia; I.  L.  Lyons  &  Co. .New  Orleans. 
For  Hand-Books  containing  more  definite  directions,  sent  free  to  ail  who  mention  the 
Daniel's  Medical  Journal,  or  for  correspondence. 

Address,  Or.  J.  W.  LOWELL  &  CO.,  F.  V.,  Portland,  Me. 
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ABORTION. 

FROM  THE  STAND-POINT  OF  PERSONAL  EXPERIENCE. 

By  S.  H.  Stout,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  L.  L.  D.,  Cisco,  Texas. 

For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 

UPON  the  intelligent  and  conscientious  obstetrician,  threatened 
abortion  and  the  management  of  inevitable  miscarriages, 
often  inflict  the  most  worrying  anxiety.  Abortion  is  an  accident  of 
the  gravest  import  to  the  child-bearing  female,  for  it  often  seriously 
compromises  her  bodily  health  and  mars  her  happiness. 

In  attempting  here  to  record  an  outline  of  individual  experience 
and  the  conclusions  founded  thereon,  it  is  not  proposed  to  enter 
into  a  discussion  of  the  physiology  of  gestation  and  parturition,  nor 
largely  to  descant  upon  the  pathology  of  miscarriages. 

In  my  experience,  unwonted  muscular  effort  has  been  the  most 
frequent  exciting  cause  of  abortion.  Stooping  and  reaching  up 
while  using  muscular  efforts  for  a  considerable  length  of  time  are 
attitudes  most  frequently  provocative  of  this  disaster;  in  the  former, 
fatiguing  muscular  effort  either  in  lifting  or  pushing;  in  the  latter, 
long  and  tiresome  work  in  tacking  or  tying  curtains  overhead. 
Great  bodily  fatigue  and  mental  anxiety  in  nursing  the  sick,  in  my 
experience,  has  also  been  a  frequent  exciting  cause  of  abortion. 
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I  have  also  known  females,  descended  from  a  common  stock, 
much  given  to  aborting.  In  one  family  of  tour  sisters  every  one 
aborted  from  one  to  three  times  as  often  as  they  carried  a  foetus 
to  full  term.  In  one  family  of  the  highest  respectability  every 
married  female  for  two  generations,  had  miscarried  one  or  more 
times.  The  flooding  in  their  cases  was  fearful  in  quantity.  In 
every  case  the  placenta  was  diseased.  Having  found  a  son  of  one 
of  these  ladies  covered  from  birth  with  copper  colored  splotches, 
through  his  father,  who  was  a  very  sensible  and  discreet  man,  I  set 
on  foot  an  enquiry  as  to  the  family  history.  In  the  fourth  genera- 
tion antecedent  to  that  of  his  son,  he  found  the  maternal  ancestor 
was  not  respectable  as  to  virtue.  During  three  generations  des- 
cended from  her,  there  was  not  a  stain  upon  the  character  of  any 
female  of  her  stock.  Indeed  they  were  all  respectable  and  occu- 
pied social  positions  of  influence.  Anti-syphilitic  remedies  cured 
the  boy,  and  thus  I  had  proof  strongly  corroborating  the  suspicion 
previously  entertained,  that  the  family  for  several  generations  had 
suffered  from  hereditary  syphilis. 

Falling,  being  thrown  from  a  height,  fright,  jumping,  running;  at- 
tacks of  fever,  diarrhoea,  gastritis,  pneumonia  and  other  phlegmasia, 
I  have  known  to  produce  abortion. 

During  one  epidemic  of  measles  I  attended  upon  three  females 
pregnant  for  four,  five,  and  seven  months  respectively,  neither  of 
whom  aborted. 

I  have  never  happened  to  treat  any  female  pregnant,  laboring 
under  any  one  of  the  other  exanthemata. 

In  only  one  case  have  I  ever  had  to  produce  artificial  abortion 
to  save  the  mother's  life,  threatened  by  persistent  and  uncontrol- 
able  nausea  and  vomiting  of  pregnancy.  I  remember  no  case  of 
abortion  produced  by  the  nausea  and  vomiting  of  pregnancy.  In 
two  instances  abortion  supervened  upon  attacks  of  acute  gastritis. 
When  the  nausea  of  pregnancy,  however  worrying  it  may  be  to  the 
patient,  does  not  seriously  threaten  death  from  inanition,  I  am  in- 
clined to  the  opinion  that  it  is  protective,  rather  than  a  serious  in- 
jury to  the  mother  and  her  foetus,  whenever  the  manufacture  of 
plastic  blood  is  in  excess  of  their  needs  or  power  of  appropriation. 
I  have  met  with  numerous  mothers,  who  suffered  from  this  sickness 
during  the  first  five  or  six  months  of  pregnancy,  and  vomited  daily 
half,  or  more  than  half,  of  the  food  they  ingested,  that  went  on  fat- 
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tening  until  parturition  at  full  term,  giving  birth  to  fat  babies. 
Robust,  hearty,  laboring  women,  puking  every  day  more  or  less 
often,  have  been  known  to  attend  to  their  daily  duties,  maintaining 
otherwise  good  bodily  health,  and  jolly  spirits,  to  the  end  of  the 
term  of  gestation. 

The  nausea  of  pregnancy  has  oftenest  given  me  trouble  among 
society  women,  with  whom  any,  the  least  ailment  or  circumstance, 
that  interrupts  their  social  enjoyments  or  engagements  or  ambition, 
is  a  source  of  continual  worry,  and  consequent  persistent  ap- 
peals for  relief. 

In  all  cases  of  threatened  abortion,  a  careful  investigation  should 
be  at  once  made,  to  ascertain  whether  the  case  is  one  of  inevitable 
or  preventable  miscarriage.  In  either  case  the  patient  should  be 
at  once  required  to  assume  the  recumbent  posture  and  to  persist- 
ently maintain  it  until  in  the  latter  instance  the  dangerous  symp- 
toms have  subsided,  and  in  the  former,  until  the  flow  of  blood  has 
ceased  and  the  uterine  involution  is  so  far  complete  as  to  forbid 
the  provocation  of  metrorrhagia,  a  very  common  sequent  of  abor- 
tion. 

In  cases  of  preventable  abortion,  I  have  never  found  any  article 
of  the  materia  medica  so  efficient  as  opium,  which  I  have  generally 
administered  in  the  form  of  a  dry  pill  repeated  p.  r.  n.  When  the 
stomach  did  not  tolerate  the  medicine,  an  injection  or  suppository 
per  anum  has  often  proven  efficient. 

A  mustard  plaster  three  inches  wide  "and  six  or  seven  inches 
long,  placed  over  the  lumbar  region  of  the  spine,  I  never  fail  to  pre- 
scribe, for  reasons  obvious  to  any  intelligent  student  of  the  pathol- 
ogy of  abortion.  I  do  not  remember  a  case  in  which  I  have  failed 
to  arrest  a  preventable  threatened  abortion  by  the  practice  above 
outlined. 

I  do  not  regard  an  abortion  to  be  preventable  when  the  bag  of 
waters  has  been  ruptured  or  it  is  protruding  unbroken  through  the 
external  os  uteri-  The  frequently  accompanying  hemorrhage  be- 
comes then  the  greater  source  of  anxiety.  The  sooner  the  deliv- 
ery of  all  the  parts  of  the  ovum  is  completed,  the  better  in  such 
cases  for  the  patient,  and  for  the  practitioner.  If  the  foetus  is  in 
reach  of  the  fingers  it  is  my  practice  to  aid  its  delivery  by  gentle 
traction,  for  it  is  desirable  to  get  it  out  of  the  way  as  soon  as  the 
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os  is  dilated  enough  to  let  it  pass,  in  order  that  the  delivery  of  the 
placenta  may  be  accomplished,  if  possible,  at  once. 

It  is  my  experience  that  a  retained  placenta  in  cases  of  miscar- 
riage can  be  more  easily  delivered  immediately  after  the  delivery 
of  the  foetus  than  several  hours  afterwards.  At  that  time  the  circu- 
lar fibres  of  the  neck  of  the  womb  are  more  flaccid  and  yielding 
to  the  fingers  or  to  instruments,  (if  their  introduction  is  necessary,) 
than  several  hours  afterwards. 

(Right  here  it  is  proper  to  remark  that  in  all  my  obstetric  prac- 
tice I  have  never  met  with  a  case  of  hour-glass  contraction  of  the 
uterus  in  births  at  full  term). 

If,  after  the  birth  of  the  foetus,  the  practitioner  does  not  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  relaxed  condition  of  the  circular  fibres  of  the  neck 
of  the  uterus,  or  rather  of  those  surrounding  the  internal  os,  he  will 
often  have  to  resort  to  tents  or  other  means  of  overcoming  their 
contraction,  using  either  his  fingers  or  some  one  of  the  instruments 
used  for  stretching  the  os;  and  even  then,  he  is  liable  to  find  he  has 
produced  irritation  of  the  organ,  as  manifested  by  its  increased  heat 
and  tenderness,  and  the  unyielding  character  of  its  circular  fibres. 

For  more  than  thirty  years  it  has  been  my  practice  to  use  the 
wire  loop,  and  no  other  instrument  whatever,  when  the  fingers  can- 
not effect  the  delivery  of  the  placenta  in  early  abortions.  I  am  not 
aware  that  any  one  ever  before  myself  thus  used-  the  wire  loop. 
Certain  it  is,  its  use  was  not  suggested  to  me  by  any  one.  I  first  re- 
sorted to  it  because  it  is  as  reasonably  an  appropriate  instrument 
for  drawing  out  a  placenta  from  the  cavity  of  the  womb,  as  for 
drawing  a  cork  from  the  cavity  of  a  bottle,  due  allowance  being 
made  for  the  different  nature  of  a  hollow  living  organism,  and  an 
inorganic  vessel. 

In  delivering  a  retained  placenta  in  abortions  prior  to  the  sixth 
month  of  gestation,  I  always  use  a  wire  so  flexible  that  I  can  shape 
it  without  the  aid  of  the  vise  or  forceps.  Only  in  cases  further  ad- 
vanced would  I  use  an  instrument  not  easily  flexible  with  the  hands 
of  the  operator.  In  a  majority  of  cases,  in  which  I  have  resorted 
to  the  wire  loop,  I  have  found  the  wire  on  the  premises  of  the  pa- 
tient, and  there  improvised  the  instrument.  In  very  early  abor- 
tions, the  wire  with  which  the  straw  and  handle  of  the  common 
house  broom  are  bound  together,  admirably  answers  the  purpose. 
If  it  proves  too  flexible  it  can  be  doubled  and  twisted  together  be- 
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fore  forming  the  loop.  I  make  the  loop  as  follows  :  A  piece  of 
wire  from  sixteen  to  twenty  inches  in  length  is  doubled  upon  itself 
at  or  near  the  middle,  where  the  loop  is  formed.  From  two  to  three 
inches  from  the  middle  the  two  extremities  of  the  wire  are  twisted 
upon  each  other,  and  at  their  ends  turned  up  so  as  to  form  a  guide 
to  the  direction  of  the  pelvic  curve  of  the  instrument.  The  two 
extremities  of  the  wire  thus  twisted  upon  themselves,  form  a  han- 
dle for  the  instrument,  which,  exclusive  of  the  loop,  ought  to  be 
from  eight  to  sixteen  inches  long.  All  of  the  handle  behind  the 
loop  I  cover  with  cloth  or  adhesive  plaster  to  prevent  the  catching 
of  any  of  the  soft  parts  of  the  mother  in  the  interstices  of  the 
twisted  wire.  This  loop  can,  with  caution,  be  safely  introduced 
into  the  cavity  of  the  womb.  If  while  there,  it  is  cautiously  ro- 
tated, more  or  less  of  the  placenta  becomes  engaged  in  the  loop, 
when,  by  gentle  traction  on  the  instrument  its  delivery  is  wholly  or 
in  part  effected.  Should  the  whole  placenta  fail  of  delivery  at  the 
first  introduction  and  withdrawal  of  the  instrument,  it  should  be 
again  and  again  (if  need  be)  introduced  until  there  is  reasonable 
ground  to  believe  that  all  of  the  mass  has  been  delivered.  The 
wire  loop,  before  introduction  into  the  womb,  should  be  disinfected 
and  annointed. 

Too  much  caution  as  to  remaining  in  the  recumbent  posture  un. 
til  involution  of  the  uterus  has  been  completed,  cannot  be  given  a 
female  who  has  aborted.  Generally  a  patient  who  has  aborted 
should  remain  in  bed  as  long  as  should  a  mother  giving  birth  to  a 
child  at  full  term. 

In  every  case  of  abortion  I  have  ever  attended  I  have  been  able 
without  serious  difficulty  to  deliver  the  placenta,  save  in  a  single 
case  which  I  met  with  prior  to  my  use  of  the  wire  loop. 

I  was  once  called  to  see  a  woman  suffering  from  septicaemia  con- 
sequent upon  retained  placenta  after  an  abortion,  about  ten  days- 
prior  to  my  visit.  She  died.  I  have  had  so  little  difficulty  in  de- 
livering the  placenta  after  abortion  that  I  take  no  interest  in  the 
discussion  as  to  whether  it  is  safer  to  leave  its  delivery  to  nature  or 
to  aid  it  by  art.. 

The  case  of  septicaemia  above  mentioned  was  met  with  early  in 
my  professional  career,  and  has  ever  stimulated  me  to  deliver  the 
placenta  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  woman  who  has  once  aborted  is  very  liable  to  a  repetition 
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of  the  accident  at  about  the  same  period  of  gestation  at  which  the 
first  abortion  occurred.  A  young  married  woman  aborted  in  four 
pregnancies  between  the  fifth  and  sixth  month,  before  applying  to 
me  for  advice.  In  addition  to  the  usual  precautions,  I  directed  her 
to  apply  a  blister  three  by  six  inches  over  the  spine,  in  the  lumbar 
region,  immediately  upon  the  occurrence  of  the  least  pain  in  that 
part,  and  to  go  to  bed  and  remain  there,  if  need  be,  for  at  least  a 
month.  Following  this  advice  during  the  next  pregnancy  she  car- 
ried the  foetus  to  the  full  term.  The  habit  of  aborting  was  broken 
up.  She  was,  when  I  last  saw  her,  the  happy  mother  of  five  healthy 
children,  having  never  again  aborted,  or  as  'she  asserted,  been 
threatened  with  abortion,  during  any  subsequent  pregnancy. 


HYDROCEPHALUS  COMPLICATING  A  BREECH  PRESENTATION. 

By  Ed??iu?id  J.  Doering,  M.  D.,  President  Chicago  Medical  Society. 


HE  writer  was  very  much  interested  in  the  article  on  "Crani- 


JL  otomy,"  by  Dr.  Peyton  Turner,  in  the  October  number  of 
Daniel's  Medical  Journal.  The  Doctor  managed  his  case  ad- 
mirably, and  in  accordance  with  the  teachings  of  the  recognized 
authorities.  It  seems  strange  that  after  having  saved  the  life  of  the 
mother,  for  which  he  should  have  received  unstinted  praise,  an  at- 
tempt should  have  been  made  to  find  a  criminal  indictment  against 
him  for  having  done  his  duty.  It  simply  illustrates  that  there  is 
absolutely  no  limit  to  the  amouut  of  ingratitude  and  ignorance  of 
which  a  human  being  may  be  possessed.  Dr.  Turner's  case  leads 
me  to  place  on  record  a  similar  one  which  occurred  in  my  practice 
about  two  years  ago. 

On  the  morning  of  the  ioth  day  of  October,  1884,  I  was  called  to 

attend  Mrs.  Z.  ,  age  24,  whom  I  had  attended  a  year  previous 

in  her  first  confinement,  delivering  her  of  a  strong,  healthy  child. 

Mrs.  Z.  informed  me  that  she  had  had  more  or  less  pain  for  24 

hours  preceding  my  arrival.  On. examination  I  found  the  os  suf- 
ficiently dilated  to  diagnose  a  breech  presentation.  The  pains  con- 
tinued frequent  and  severe,  the  os  dilated  completely  in  a  few 
hours,  and  the  breech  descended  into  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis, 
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where  it  remained  stationary  and  apparently  firmly  impacted. 
After  waiting  patiently  for  two  hours  and  no  change  taking  place,  I 
sent  for  my  friend,  Dr.  S.,  to  assist  me  in  giving  an  anaesthetic,  and 
with  some  difficulty  delivered  the  breech  with  the  forceps.  Laying 
aside  the  forcep  s,  I  extracted  the  child  as  far  as  the  neck,  and  here 
all  my  eff orts  to  deliver  the  head  failed.  Dr.  S.  then  changed 
places  with  me,  but  with  the  same  result.  From  the  impossibility 
of  applying  the  forceps  to  the  after-coming  head,  we  concluded 
that  we  had  a  hydrocephalic  head  to  deal  with,  and  after  some  de- 
lay in  getting  the  necessary  instruments,  with  the  assistance  of  Dr. 
C,  the  head  was  perforated  and  extracted  with  a  blunt  hook.  The 
head  measured  about  twice  the  size  of  an  average  head.  The 
mother  did  remarkably  well  and  recovered  without  one  unfavor- 
able symptom. 

The  treatment  consisted  of  antiseptic  injections  and  the  internal 
administration  of  ergot  and  quinine. 

In  June  of  the  present  year  I  delivered  Mrs.  Z.  of  a  healthy  girl, 
a  face  presentation,  but  requiring  no  interference.  It  may  be  of 
interest  to  quote  here  a  few  extracts  from  the  works  of  different 
authorities  :  Lusk,  3d  edition,  1885,  says:  "Congenital  hydro- 
cephalus of  sufficiently  marked  development  to  constitute  an  im- 
pediment to  parturition,  is  comparatively  rare,  occurring,  accord- 
ing to  the  statistics  of  Madame  LaChapelle,  only  15  times  in  43,545 
deliveries.  In  case  of  a  breech  presentation  the  diagnosis,  which 
is  then  more  difficult,  must  chiefly  rest  upon  the  detection,  at  the 
fundus,  of  a  tumor  larger  than  the  normal  foetal  cranium.  The 
previous  occurrence  of  hydrocephalus  in  the  same  subject  and  fee- 
ble foetal  movements  may,  in  this  instance,  slightly  facilitate  the 
task  of  the  diagnostician." 

Cazeaux  &  Tarnier  (8th  American  edition,  1886,)  wrote  as  fol- 
lows: "Hydrocephalus  becomes  a  more  serious  matter  when  the 
breech  presents,  inasmuch  as  the  true  nature  of  the  case  is  liable  to 
escape  detection.  Again,  supposing  the  diagnosis  made  out,  perfo- 
ration of  the  cranium  is  performed  with  difficulty,  on  account  of 
its  being  accessible  only  by  its  base.  Though  it  is  often  possible 
to  pass  the  instrument  through  the  arch  of  the  palate,  I  would  pre- 
fer to  introduce  the  blunt  hook  into  the  orbit  and  enter  the  cranium 
through  the  optic  foramen."  (This  was  the  method  followed  in 
Mrs.  Z.'s  case.) 
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of  the  accident  at  about  the  same  period  of  gestation  at  which  the 
first  abortion  occurred.  A  young  married  woman  aborted  in  four 
pregnancies  between  the  fifth  and  sixth  month,  before  applying  to 
me  for  advice.  In  addition  to  the  usual  precautions,  I  directed  her 
to  apply  a  blister  three  by  six  inches  over  the  spine,  in  the  lumbar 
region,  immediately  upon  the  occurrence  of  the  least  pain  in  that 
part,  and  to  go  to  bed  and  remain  there,  if  need  be,  for  at  least  a 
month.  Following  this  advice  during  the  next  pregnancy  she  car- 
ried the  foetus  to  the  full  term.  The  habit  of  aborting  was  broken 
up.  She  was,  when  I  last  saw  her,  the  happy  mother  of  five  healthy 
children,  having  never  again  aborted,  or  as  'she  asserted,  been 
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HYDROCEPHALUS  COMPLICATING  A  BREECH  PRESENTATION. 

By  Edmund  J.  Doering,  M.  D.,  President  Chicago  Medical  Society. 
(For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal.) 

THE  writer  was  very  much  interested  in  the  article  on  "Crani- 
otomy," by  Dr.  Peyton  Turner,  in  the  October  number  of 
Daniel's  Medical  Journal.  The  Doctor  managed  his  case  ad- 
mirably, and  in  accordance  with  the  teachings  of  the  recognized 
authorities.  It  seems  strange  that  after  having  saved  the  life  of  the 
mother,  for  which  he  should  have  received  unstinted  praise,  an  at- 
tempt should  have  been  made  to  find  a  criminal  indictment  against 
him  for  having  done  his  duty.  It  simply  illustrates  that  there  is 
absolutely  no  limit  to  the  amouut  of  ingratitude  and  ignorance  of 
which  a  human  being  may  be  possessed.  Dr.  Turner's  case  leads 
me  to  place  on  record  a  similar  one  which  occurred  in  my  practice 
about  two  years  ago. 

On  the  morning  of  the  ioth  day  of  October,  1884, 1  was  called  to 

attend  Mrs.  Z.  ,  age  24,  whom  I  had  attended  a  year  previous 

in  her  first  confinement,  delivering  her  of  a  strong,  healthy  child. 

Mrs.  Z.  informed  me  that  she  had  had  more  or  less  pain  for  24 

hours  preceding  my  arrival.  On  examination  I  found  the  os  suf- 
ficiently dilated  to  diagnose  a  breech  presentation.  The  pains  con- 
tinued frequent  and  severe,  the  os  dilated  completely  in  a  few 
hours,  and  the  breech  descended  into  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis, 
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where  it  remained  stationary  and  apparently  firmly  impacted. 
After  waiting  patiently  for  two  hours  and  no  change  taking  place,  I 
sent  for  my  friend,  Dr.  S.,  to  assist  me  in  giving  an  anaesthetic,  and 
with  some  difficulty  delivered  the  breech  with  the  forceps.  Laying 
aside  the  forceps,  I  extracted  the  child  as  far  as  the  neck,  and  here 
all  my  eff  orts  to  deliver  the  head  failed.  Dr.  S.  then  changed 
places  with  me,  but  with  the  same  result.  From  the  impossibility 
of  applying  the  forceps  to  the  after-coming  head,  we  concluded 
that  we  had  a  hydrocephalic  head  to  deal  with,  and  after  some  de- 
lay in  getting  the  necessary  instruments,  with  the  assistance  of  Dr. 
C,  the  head  was  perforated  and  extracted  with  a  blunt  hook.  The 
head  measured  about  twice  the  size  of  an  average  head.  The 
mother  did  remarkably  well  and  recovered  without  one  unfavor- 
able symptom. 

The  treatment  consisted  of  antiseptic  injections  and  the  internal 
administration  of  ergot  and  quinine. 

In  June  of  the  present  year  I  delivered  Mrs.  Z.  of  a  healthy  girl, 
a  face  presentation,  but  requiring  no  interference.  It  may  be  of 
interest  to  quote  here  a  few  extracts  from  the  works  of  different 
authorities  :  Lusk,  3d  edition,  1885,  says:  "Congenital  hydro- 
cephalus of  sufficiently  marked  development  to  constitute  an  im- 
pediment to  parturition,  is  comparatively  rare,  occurring,  accord- 
ing to  the  statistics  of  Madame  LaChapelle,  only  15  times  in  43,545 
deliveries.  In  case  of  a  breech  presentation  the  diagnosis,  which 
is  then  more  difficult,  must  chiefly  rest  upon  the  detection,  at  the 
fundus,  of  a  tumor  larger  than  the  normal  foetal  cranium.  The 
previous  occurrence  of  hydrocephalus  in  the  same  subject  and  fee- 
ble foetal  movements  may,  in  this  instance,  slightly  facilitate  the 
task  of  the  diagnostician." 

Cazeaux  &  Tarnier  (8th  American  edition,  1886,)  wrote  as  fol- 
lows: "Hydrocephalus  becomes  a  more  serious  matter  when  the 
breech  presents,  inasmuch  as  the  true  nature  of  the  case  is  liable  to 
escape  detection.  Again,  supposing  the  diagnosis  made  out,  perfo- 
ration of  the  cranium  is  performed  with  difficulty,  on  account  of 
its  being  accessible  only  by  its  base.  Though  it  is  often  possible 
to  pass  the  instrument  through  the  arch  of  the  palate,  I  would  pre- 
fer to  introduce  the  blunt  hook  into  the  orbit  and  enter  the  cranium 
through  the  optic  foramen."  (This  was  the  method  followed  in 
Mrs.  Z.'s  case.) 
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In  the  2d  edition  of  Playfair  he  writes:  "The  diagnosis  of  intra- 
uterine hydrocephalus  is  by  no  means  so  easy  as  the  description  in 
obstetric  works  would  lead  us  to  believe.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
true  nature  of  the  case  is  comparatively  rarely  discovered  before 
delivery.  In  one  out  of  five  cases  of  hydrocephalus  the  foetus  pre- 
sents by  the  breech.  The  diagnosis  is  then  still  more  difficult,  for 
the  labor  progresses  easily  until  the  shoulders  are  born,  when  the 
head  is  completely  arrested,  and  refuses  to  pass  with  any  amount  of 
traction  that  is  brought  to  bear  on  it.  Even  the  most  careful  ex- 
amination may  not  now  enable  us  to  make  out  the  cause  of  the  de- 
lay." 

From  the  above  extracts  we  learn  then  that  hydrocephalus,  com- 
plicated by  breech  presentation,  occurs  about  once  in  14,000  de- 
liveries, and  that  the  diagnosis  is  very  difficult  to  make. 


YERATRIM  IN  PUERPERAL  ECLAMPSIA. 

By  U.  G.  M.  Walker,  M.  D.,  Tyler,  Texas. 

(For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal.) 
ESTATING,  as  well  as  parturient  women,  are  unfortunately 
predisposed  to  many  ills,  and  among  them  none  is  more  ap- 
palling or  attended  with  more  unfortunate  termination  than  puer- 
peral convulsions.  Indeed,  this  dread  manifestation  of  perturbed 
nervous  action,  is  one  of  the  most  distressing  that  the  accoucheur 
has  to  encounter. 

Though  recognized  and  described  from  the  earliest  chronicles  of 
obstetric  records,  the  treatment  has  by  no  means  been  uniform,  ex- 
cepting the  time-honored  advice  to  bleed.  Not  that  we  would  cri- 
ticise or  ignore  this  advise,  for  certainly  it  is  an  agent  of  great 
power,  and  much  good  in  many  cases,  and  under  certain  conditions 
of  system  it  is  the  agent  to  accomplish  all  the  good  that  a  remedy 
can  do.  There  are  other  agents  too,  to  supplement  its  action,  and 
in  some  instances  to  take  its  place,  that  successfully  carry  a  patient 
through  the  perils  of  this  dread  ordeal — chloroform,  hydrate  of 
chloral,  bromide  posossium,  gelsemium,  lobelia  et  id  omne  genusT 
have  been  resorted  to,  and  favorable  reports  of  successful  results 
attributed  to  their  use.  But  in  this  brief  article  I  wish  particularly 
to  call  the  attention  of  practitioners  to  the  beneficial  action,  and 
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result  from  the  use  of  that  great  nervous  and  circulatory  sedative, 
Veratrum-Viride. 

Not  that  use  of  this  agent  is  new,  or  original  with  me,  in  the  treat- 
ment of  this  malady,  but  as  its  use  was  attended  with  favorable  re- 
sults, and  as  all  testimony  in  the  use  of  a  remedy  is  valuable  in  es- 
tablishing its  value,  I  therefore  report  the  following  case: 

On  the  night  of  December  — ,  I  was  called  to  see  Mrs.  P  ,  a 

primipara,  aged  about  20,  who,  after  retiring,  was  seized  with  a 
convulsion.  When  I  arrived  she  was  quiet,  and  counsciousness 
had  returned.  She  was  anasarcous,  with  considerable  peritoneal 
effusion.  The  pleural  cavities  and  pericardal  sac,  I  found,  upon 
physical  examination,  to  be  free  from  any  dropsical  accumulation. 
Her  time  of  confinement  was  near,  but  upon  vaginal  examination 
there  was  evidence  of  actual  labor.  I  found,  upon  inquiring  into 
the  history  of  the  case,  that  for  some  two  or  three  months  she  had 
occasionally  had  chills,  and  for  some  six  weeks  had  gradually  be- 
come dropsical;  the  urine,  upon  examination,  proved  to  be  highly 
albuminous.  I  gave  an  emetic  of  Ipecac,  and  she  vomited  freely  an 
undigested  mass;  this  was  followed  by  an  hypodermic  of  morphine, 
%  grain.  She  was  quieted,  slept  well,  and  for  three  days  continued 
up.  On  the  morning  of  the  —  I  was  called,  again  and  found  that 
she  had  two  convulsions.  Examination  now  showed  that  labor  had 
commenced.  Gave  chloroform  by  inhalation  which,  though  mitigat- 
ing the  convulsions,  did  not  entirely  arrest  them.  They  continued 
to  recur  at  intervals  of  an  hour,  subsequently  at  an  interval  of  half 
an  hour,  and  the  paroxysms  shortened  to  from  15  to  20  minutes. 
At  this  stage  my  professional  friend,  Dr.  D.  H.  Conally,  was  called, 
and  upon  consultation,  as  the  first  stage  of  labor  was  not  com- 
pleted, the  os  uteri  undilated,  and  the  head  above  the  superior 
strait,  the  pains  feeble,  we  determined  upon  the  combined  action  of 
Ergot  and  Veratrum,  giving  them  in  combination  hypodermically, 
fifteen  drops  of  the  former,  to  ten  of  the  latter;  this  repeated  at  an 
interval  of  an  honr,  quieted  the  convulsions  and  increased  the  uter- 
ine action;  the  convulsions  ceased  after  the  third  dose,  labor  pro- 
gressed and  by  the  natural  forces  of  labor  a  dead  foetus  was  deliv- 
ered. Though  unconscious  when  the  delivery  took  place,  and  re- 
maining so  for  some  24  hours,  the  mother  has  daily  improved  and 
is  now  fully  convalescent,  the  dropsical  condition  having  disap- 
peared.   In  this  case  some  25  or  30  convulsions  had  occurred,  and 


^3° 


DANIEL'S  TEXAS  MEDICAL  JOURNAL. 


were  recurring,  the  interval  shortening  between  the  paroxysms,  up 
to  the  time  we  exhibited  the  Veratrum  and  Ergot.  I  am  perfectly- 
satisfied  that  the  cessation  of  the  convulsive  paroxysms  was  due  to 
the  sedative  effects  of  the  Veratrum. 

The  Ergot  undoubtedly  stimulated  uterine  action  and  hastened 
the  termination  of  labor.  It  may  be  asked  why  was  the  obstetric 
forceps  not  used.  We  had  them  at  hand,  but  fortunately  when  the 
os  was  sufficiently  dilated,  or  even  dilatable,  to  prudently  apply 
them,  active  uterine  action  occurred,  the  membranes  ruptured,  and 
two  or  three  decided  pains  terminated  the  labor.  While  we  are  a 
decided  advocate  for  the  proper  use  of  this  invaluable  obstetric  aid? 
and  particularly  in  convulsions,  we  will  never  be  so  bold  as  to  in- 
troduce into  an  undilated  os,  or  even  attempt  to  grasp  a  head  above 
the  superior  strait.  At  the  stage  when  we  intended  to  apply  them, 
uterine  action  was,  fortunately,  so  vigorous  as  not  to  necessitate 
their  use. 


"NIGUAS,"  A  PARASITE  COMMON  TO  NORTHERN  MEXICO. 

By  C.  K.  Gregg,  M.  D.,  Ramos  Arispe,  Mexico. 


Y  attention  was  first  drawn  to  the  troublesome  and  loath- 


,  1  V  I  some  condition  produced  by  "niguas"  by  a  case  seen  with 
my  friend,  Dr.  R.  H.  L.  Bibb,  in  Saltillo  two  years  ago.  Neither  of 
us  at  that  time  had  ever  seen  or  heard  of  such  an  affection,  and  we 
were  forced  to  regard  the  case  as  one  of  syphilitic  ulcers  of  the 
foot,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  there  existed  no  well  marked 
syphilitic  history,  the  patient  being  a  young  woman  of  the  poorest 
class  of  natives.  However,  we  lost  sight  of  the  case  after  having 
put  the  patient  on  syphilitic  treatment.  Several  months  elapsed 
before  I  saw  another  case,  and  upon  close  inquiry  I  found  the  dis- 
ease to  be  very  common,  especially — I  may  say  almost  exclusively 
— among  the  lower  class  of  Mexicans.  This  condition  of  things, 
which  gives  rise  to  so  much  suffering,  and  which  is  so  rebellious  to 
treatment,  is  due  to  the  entrance  under  the  skin  of  "niguas,"  as 
they  are  called  by  the  natives,  or  which  are  better  known  to  Ameri- 
cans, and  those  especially  of  the  Southern  States,  as  "jiggers,"  or 
flesh  worms,  a  most  uninviting  little  insect,  which  produces  such 
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ravages  when  once  it  gets  upon,  and  makes  its  way  under,  the  skin 
of  a  human  being.  Their  seat  of  prediliction  is  the  feet,  more  es- 
pecially under  the  toe  nails  and  inter-digital  spaces;  their  entry 
almost  exclusively  at  this  part  of  the  body  is  due  to  the  fact  that 
the  poorer  class  of  people,  or  "pelados,"  seldom  apply  soap  and 
water  to  their  pedal  extremities,  and  never  wear  socks  or  stockings, 
and  the  majority  only  sandals  instead  of  shoes.  One  can  readily 
imagine,  therefore,  how  easy  it  is  for  the  insects  to  gain  admittance 
to  a  part  so  greatly  exposed  and  neglected  as  the  feet.  Hogs  and 
other  animals,  I  find  upon  inquiry,  are  known  also  to  have  large 
numbers  of  "niguas"  between  their  toes.  The  insect  presents  the 
appearance  of  the  nit,  or  the  egg  of  the  louse,  only  being  some- 
what larger.  I  regret  that  I  cannot  give  the  microscopical  appear- 
ance. The  insect  first  manifests  itself  by  an  itching  or  uneasy  sen- 
sation at  or  near  the  toes  or  under  the  nails,  which,  by  scratching,, 
becomes  inflamed  and  gives  rise  to  ulcers,  with  more  or  less  de- 
struction of  flesh,  in  some  cases  the  bones  being  almost  denuded. 
If  treatment  is  commenced  early,  before  much  loss  of  tissue  has 
taken  place,  the  evil  can  generally  be  easily  remedied,  but  when 
considerable  time  has  elapsed,  the  disease  tends  to  become  chronic 
in  character  and  difficult  to  relieve;  in  some  cases  the  whole  foot 
is  swollen  and  even  abcesses  occur,  as  I  have  seen  in  a  few  instan- 
ces, on  the  palm  or  surface.  The  patient  in  such  a  condition  as 
this  is  of  course  strictly  confined  to  the  bed,  and  needs  constitu- 
tional, as  well  as  local,  treatment.  As  a  rule  careful  cleansing  and 
mild  local  applications  is  alone  necessary,  Iodoform  or  oxid.  zinc, 
in  the  form  of  the  dry  powder,  being  more  efficacious  than  oint- 
ments. From  two  to  three  weeks  is  the  time  required  in  mild  cases 
before  granulation  can  take  place,  on  the  contrary,  severe  cases 
may  require  several  months. 

I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  trespassing  upon  the  space  of  your 
valuable  journal,  as,  prior  to  practicing  in' Mexico,  I  had  never 
heard  of  such  an  affection,  and  deem  it  of  sufficient  interest  to  call 
the  attention  of  your  readers  to  it,  that  I  may  be  further  enlight- 
ened on  the  subject. 
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DR.  MCLAUGHLIN'S  MICROBIC  THEORY  OF  DENGUE  FEYER. 

READ  BEFORE  THE  WEST  TEXAS  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

Reported  by  R.  Menger,  M.  D.,  San  Antonio,  Texas. 

For  Daniel's  Texas  MedicalJournal. 
OW,  that  dengue  fever  is  again  the  topic  of  the  day,  allow  me 
to  present  to  you  the  late  discoveries  made  by  Dr.  J.  W. 
McLaughlin,  concerning  the  microbian  theory  of  dengue. 

Dr.  McLaughlin  made,  during  a  six  months  uninterrupted  work, 
very  interesting  and  elaborate  investigations  with  blood  taken  di- 
rectly from  dengue  fever  patients  and  submitted,  under  all  possible 
precautions  against  external  contamination,  to  a  rigid  microscopi- 
cal examination,  using  the  best  instruments  and  the  most  approved 
methods  of  staining,  etc.  The  Doctor  found,  invariably,  myriads  of 
smallest,  round,  or  oval-shaped  bodies,  not  alone  in  the  blood- 
serum,  but  especially  in  the  blood  corpuscles,  often  counting  10,  15, 
20  and  more  in  one  blood  cell.  This  is  a  discovery  heretofore  not 
made  known;  and,  that  they  are  organisms  of  the  bacteria  type,  is 
approved,  not  alone  by  Koch,  in  Berlin,  to  whom  the  Doctor  sent 
microscopic  slides,  but  also  by  one  of  the  most  distinguished  path- 
ologists and  microscopists  in  the  south,  Dr.  H.  D.  Schmidt,  path- 
ologist to  the  Charity  Hospital  at  New  Orleans. 

We  are  all  more  or  less  acquainted  with  the  bacteriae  of  other 
diseases;  in  fact,  there  are  but  few  diseases  in  which  organisms 
have  not  been  discovered.  We  know  that  micrococci  are  found  in 
ordinary  pus,  in  abscesses  of  pyaemia,  in  old  ulcerative  processes, 
in  old,  simple  and  complicated  wounds,  in  erysipelas,  measles, 
scarlatina,  cerebro-spinal  meningitis,  dysentery,  yellow  fever,  diph- 
theria, hydrophobia,  in  swine  plague,  etc.,  and  that  other  organisms 
called  bacilli  are  also  found  in  various  diseases,  and  have  been  ac- 
cordingly classified,  for  instance:  the  bacillus  subtilis,  the  bacil- 
lus of  human  saliva,  the  bacillus  anthracis,  or  microbe  of  malignant 
pustule,  baccilus  tuberculosis,  bacillus  typhosus  of  typhoid  fever, 
bacillus  leprae  of  leprosy,  bacillus  malariae,  bacilli  of  syphilis* 
glanders,  pertussis,  septicaemia  and  cholera.  Then  we  have  a 
"Spirillum,"  discovered  in  blood  of  patients  suffering  with  relapsing 
fever,  but  only  during  the  febrile  paroxysms,  and  disappearing  in 
the  intermission  and  through  convalescence. 
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It  is  also  well  known  that  we  find  myriads  of  bacteriae,  either 
micrococci,  bacilli  or  other  types  of  organisms  outside  of  the  hu- 
man system,  in  liquid  and  solid  substance,  especially  such  under- 
going decomposition,  and  also  in  the  air.  Now,  is  it  not  very  pos- 
sible for  such  organisms  to  enter  the  human  system,  multiply  there 
under  certain  favorable  conditions  of  the  system  to  enormous  quan- 
tities and  produce  various  abnormal  functions  of  different  organs? 
May  this  be  the  case  in  dengue  fever  or  not,  the  fact  remains  that 
bacteria  exist  in  dengue  blood  in  large  quantities  and  that  by  their 
presence  the  blood  contains  "foreign  bodies," — so  to  say,  certainly 
bodies  which  do  not  belong  there!  As  example,  I  may  relate  to 
those  absolutely  doubting  the  microbien  theory  in  disease,  a  case 
of  trichinosis.  What  are  trichinae?  They  are  such  small  organ- 
isms (although  by  far  not  as  small  as  the  largest  type  of  bacteriae) 
that  it  takes  a  good  microscope  to  detect  them.  Now,  these  min- 
ute organisms,  the  trichinae,  also  act  somewhat  like  a  foreign  body 
in  the  system,  infecting  and  affecting  especially  the  muscular  sys- 
tem. Whoever  saw  a  genuine  case  of  trichinosis  knows  only  too 
well  the  excruciating  pain  and  other  complications  the  patient  has 
to  suffer  from  these  diminutive  micro-organisms! 

For  my  part,  I  would  not  lay  much  stress  on  all  of  the  discover- 
ies made  of  micro-organisms.  I  would  only  believe  such  diseases 
to  have  been  caused  by  them,  as  those  where  the  investigations  had 
been  made  with  the  utmost  care  and  the  investigator  known  to  be  a 
thoroughly  competent  microscopist. 

I  have  not  the  time  to  go  into  a  particular  detail  concerning  the 
microbien  theory  in  general,  but,  as  I  had  been  corresponding  with 
Dr.  McL.  during  his  entire  investigations,  and  to  prove  my  assertions, 
I  may  be  allowed  to  recite  to  you  several  paragraphs  of  Dr.  Mc- 
Laughlin's pamphlet,  entitled,  "Researches  into  the  ^Etiology  of 
Dengue  Fever." 

This  is  a  most  interesting  report,  containing  many  entirely  new 
•observations,  but  I  refer  you  to  the  original  for  its  entire  perusal. 
I  will  show  you,  at  the  close  of  this  paper,  two  micro-photos  of 
dengue  blood,  made  recently,  from  slides  of  Dr.  McLaughlin. 

On  page  3  Dr.  McLaughlin  describes  the  mode  of  obtaining  the 
blood  as  follows: 

1st.  "Blood,  which  was  obtained  from  living  subjects  during 
the  various  stages  of  dengue,  was  microscopically  examined,  (a), 
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directly,  that  is,  without  the  addition  of  any  chemical  reagents; 
(b),  after  it  had  been  subjected  to  the  action  of  certain  chemical 
reagents,  viz:  glacial  acetic  acid,  with  and  without  dilution;  caustic 
potash  in  solution,  both  weak  and  strong;  chloroform  and  ether. 

2d.  This  blood  was  carefully  dried  upon  sterilized  cover-glasses 
by  passing  these  through  the  flame  of  a  spirit  lamp,  and  then  sub- 
jected to  the  action  of  various  staining  reagents. 

3d.  Dengue  blood  obtained  from  living  subjects  was  intro- 
duced, upon  the  point  of  a  platinum  wire,  into  test-tubes  contain- 
ing sterilized  culture  of  jelly  prepared  for  this  purpose. 

These  tubes  were  closed  with  plugs  of  sterilized  cotton,  then 
placed  in  an  incubator,  where  the  temperature  was  kept  at  ioo°  F. 
for  the  growth  of  such  organisms  as  were  contained  in  the  blood. 

4th.  Blood  was  drawn  directly  from  the  veins  of  a  living  subject 
into  a  series  of  sterilized  glass  bulbs,  which  were  united  by  a  cap- 
illary tube.  This  was  performed  in  such  a  manner  that  it  seems 
impossible  for  germs  from  the  air,  or  by  other  accidental  means,  to 
have  gained  an  entrance  into  these  bulbs.  These  were  also  kept  in 
the  incubator,  at  a  temperature  of  ioo°  F. 

6th.  The  matters  vomited  and  urine  passed  by  dengue  subjects 
were  subjected  to  microscopic  examinations." 

Then  the  Doctor  continues  on  another  page: 

"When  it  is  remembered  that  air  and  water  contain  large  quanti- 
ties of  micro-organisms,  that  these  adhere  to  the  glass  apparatus, 
metal  instruments,  fingers,  and  clothing  of  the  operator,  and  that 
bacteria  wtll  quickly  form  in  distilled  water,  and  in  staining  fluids 
required  in  such  examinations,  the  necessity  of  thoroughly  washing 
and  then  sterilizing  by  heat  and  by  chemicals,  when  this  is  practi- 
cable, all  articles  used,  and  by  boiling  and  filtration,  or  other  effi- 
cient means,  becomes  at  once  apparent. 

The  methods  which  I  adopted  to  secure  cleanliness  and  steriliza- 
tion of  all  glass  apparatus,  instruments  and  other  agents  used  in 
these  experiments,  may  not  have  been  absolutely  perfect  in  every 
instance.  I  made  them  as  uearly  so  as  the  means  at  my  command 
would  allow.  I  am  constrained  to  believe,  from  the  uniformity  of 
the  results  obtained,  notwithstanding  some  minor  defects  in  the  de- 
tails of  my  technical  methods,  that,  in  the  main,  they  were  suffi- 
ciently exact  to  exclude  serious  errors. 

The  second  difficulty  which  confronts  him  who  examines  blood 
for  schizomycetes,  is  to  dry  the  blood  on  the  cover-glass  without 
overheating,  and  thus  disintegrating  it. 

The  third  difficulty  is,  to  not  mistake  for  micro-organisms  cer- 
tain elements  and  granules  found  in  normal  and  pathological  blood. 
These  mistakes  have  occurred  frequently,  and  wrecked  many  a 
beautiful  hypothesis.  That  the  reader  may  know  and  appreciate 
the  difficulties  to  which  I  refer,  I  quote  from  the  recent  work  of 
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Dr.  F.  Huppe :  *  "The  examination  of  blood  for  bacteria  offers 
very  great  difficulty,  because  in  the  normal  blood  within  the  ves- 
sels, and  in  the  normal  disintegration  of  the  healthy  blood." 

Here  the  Doctor  refers  in  detail  to  the  elements  of  the  blood, 
which,  directly  or  through  their  granules,  may  be  confounded  with 
nerve  organisms,  and  continues  on  page  9  : 

"If  it  be  desired  to  examine  the  blood  for  bacteria,  a  small  drop 
is  rapidly  spread  out  in  a  thin  layer,  dried,  fixed,  and  then  passed 
three  times  through  the  flame,  and  then  stained  in  the  ordinary 
manner.  In  such  preparations  the  bacteria  are  sufficiently  stained, 
but  not  the  granules." 

All  the  glass  apparatus  and  instruments  used  in  the  following  ex- 
aminations of  dengue  blood  were  sterilized  by  the  following  meth- 
ods :  The  cover-glass  and  microscope  slides,  which  had  never 
been  previously  used,  were  first  washed  in  warm  water  with  soap, 
then  in  clear  water,  then  immersed  in  Seller's  cleansing  fluid,  pre- 
pared as  follows : 

Bichromate  potash   2  ozs. 

Sulphuric  acid   3  fid  ozs. 

Water  25  fld  ozs. 

When  they  were  taken  from  this  solution,  they  were  again  washed 
in  clear  water,  and  finally  heated  in  the  flame  of  a  spirit  lamp  just 
before  they  were  used.  The  metal  instruments  were  washed  in 
warm  water  and  soap,  clear  water,  and  then  in  a  5  per  cent,  solu- 
tion of  carbolic  acid;  they  were  also  heated  in  the  flame  of  the 
lamp  just  before  they  were  used.  The  platinum  wire  was  fused  to 
the  end  of  a  glass  rod  ;  this  wire  was  sterilized  always  before  using, 
by  heating  it  to  whiteness  in  the  lamp.  The  arm  or  finger  of  the 
person  from  whom  the  blood  was  obtained  was  washed  with  warm 
water  and  soap  ;  then  in  a  5  per  cent,  solution  of  carbolic  acid. 

The  part  was  then  punctured  with  a  sterilized  needle,  and  a 
small  portion  of  the  blood  which  appeared  at  the  point  of  puncture 
was  transferred  by  means  of  the  sterilized  platinum  wire  to  the 
sterilized  cover-glass  ;  this  was  covered  by  another  glass  in  order 
to  obtain  a  thin  layer  of  blood  upon  each  of  them  ;  they  were  then 
separated,  dried,  and  finally  passed  three  times  through  the  flame 
of  the  lamp,-  in  order  to  thoroughly  coagulate  the  albumen,  and  fix 
the  blood  elements. 

Continuing  with  the  above,  the  Doctor  again  goes  into  interest- 
ing and  new  details,  showing  the  peculiar  behavior  of  these  organ- 
isms against  different  chemical  re-agents,  and  on  page  14  follows 
with  a  description  of  manipulating  the  sterilized  test  tubes.  He 
says : 

*  "Methods  of  Bacteriological  Investigation,"  by  Dr.  Ferdinand  Huppe.  D.  Ap- 
pleton  &  Co.,  New  York,  1886. 
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"When  it  is  considered  that  these  culture  investigations  occupied 
a  period  of  six  months,  and  that  during  this  time  many  transfers 
occurred  from  test-tubes  containing  micrococci  to  those  which  did 
not  contain  them;  that  each  transfer  removed  by  generations  the 
organisms  from  those  contained  in  preceding  tubes;  that  frequent 
microscopic  examinations  of  the  different  series  of  tubes  invaria- 
bly revealed  a  pure  culture,  e.  g.,  without  any  other  forms  of  bacte- 
ria; it  would  seem  that  the  methods  of  sterilization  employed  had 
been  successful  in  excluding  alien  germs,  and  that  those  found  had 
a  common  origin  from  dengue  blood. 

The  life  history  of  these  organisms  was  watched  daily,  and  stud- 
ied by  means  of  Holman's  life-slide.  In  the  old  cultures,  those 
which  were  removed  by  many  generations  from  the  blood,  the  or- 
ganisms were  smaller,  less  deeply  colored,  and  less  frequently  en- 
capsulated, than  those  seen  in  the  blood,  or  removed  from  it  by  a 
few  generations.  When  examined  in  water  without  being  stained, 
or  in  other  fluid  media  which  possess  a  low  index  of  refraction,  the 
micrococci  are  seen  in  active  movement  (Brown  movement). 

In  those  cultures  which  are  removed  by  only  a  few  generations 
from  the  blood,  the  cocci  are  seen  surrounded  by  capsules.  These 
are  sometimes  faintly  colored  pinkish,  and  can  be  distinguished 
from  the  cocci,  which  possess  a  deep  color. 

Two  methods  of  generation  were  observed  :  The  first  by  fission; 
the  organisms  are  seen  to  divide  through  their  centres;  each  coccus 
will  thus  form  two  others.  Frequently  these  newly  formed  organ- 
isms remain  united  together  so  as  to  assume  the  form  of  a  rod  or 
chaplet;  this  indicates  that  they  belong  to  the  class  named  strepto- 
cocci. In  other  cases  they  unite  to  form  swarms  or  zooglose. 
These  latter  become  more  compact,  the  distinctions  of  the  cocci 
less,  the  color  of  the  mass  deeper,  until  they  finally  contract  into 
corpuscular  bodies,  about  the  size  of  red  blood  cells;  these  often 
unite  to  form  filaments,  which  frequently  assume  the  shape  of  a  net- 
work. This  I  have  often  seen  when  the  culture  was  thinned  with 
distilled  water  and  allowed  to  dry  upon  a  microscopic  slide.  This 
arrangement  can  be  seen  whether  the  specimens  are  stained  or  not. 
The  swarms  and  chaplets  of  the  micrococci  can  be  much  better 
seen  in  the  stained  preparations.  A  histological  stand,  Abbe's  illu- 
minating apparatus  and  1-12  H.  I.  objective,  manufactured  by  J. 
Grunow,  of  New  York,  were  used  in  these  researches, 

The  results  obtained  in  the  following  and  last  series  of  investiga- 
tions of  dengue  blood  are  to  me  very  satisfactory  and  conclusive, 
inasmuch  as  the  means  adopted  to  exclude  alien  germs  were,  as  far 
as  I  can  see,  absolutely  perfect. 

The  apparatus  used  consisted  of  a  series  of  glass  bulbs  united 
and  blown  upon  a  capillary  glass  tube — Liebig's  potash  bulbs.  To 
one  end  of  this  apparatus  was  attached  a  new  hypodermic  needle, 
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by  means  of  a  short  piece  of  new  rubber  tubing.  To  the  other  from 
this  culture  bulb,  were  subjected  to  the  various  aniline  stains. 

The  remaining  bulbs  were  examined  six  weeks  later.  They  all 
contained  pure  cultures  of  the  dengue  streptococcus,  with  disinte- 
grated blood  cells.  These  organisms  were  seen  in  zooglocea, 
swarms,  and  in  compact  corpuscular  masses;  these  were  often 
united  to  form  filaments.  Normally  shaped  blood  cells  were  found 
in  only  one  of  these  last  series  of  bulbs.  I  think  their  preservation 
in  this  bulb  was  due  to  a  layer  of  coagulated  serum  which  had 
formed  over  the  surface  of  its  contained  blood.  Many  of  the  blood 
corpuscles  in  this  bulb  were  more  or  less  disintegrated,  those  which 
retained  their  shape  were  clouded  by  coagulation  of  the  cell  proto- 
plasm, which  concealed  the  organisms  they  contained  to  a  greater 
or  less  extent.  These,  however,  could  be  seen  in  great  numbers, 
when  the  blood  was  examined  in  a  weak  alkaline  or  acid  solution, 
which  rendered  the  cells  more  transparent.  None  of  the  bulbs, 
when  opened,  had  the  least  odor  of  putrefaction,  and  the  only  mi- 
cro-organisms which  they  contained  were  those  peculiar  to  dengue. 

With  four  more  pages  on  this  new  and  interesting  subject,  Dr.  Mc. 
L.  closes  his  investigations,  which,  I  dare  say,  are  executed  with  as 
much  care  and  dexterity  as  any  similar  work  has  been  done  any- 
where outside  of  Texas,  and  all  those  who  take  the  least  interest  in 
scientific  medicine  may  justly  feel  proud  over  the  tedious  work  and 
the  good  results  obtained  by  a  Texas  physician  ! 


^Society  J^otes. 

"TRANSACTIONS  TEXAS  STATE  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION,  1886." 

OPINIONS  OF  THE  PRESS. 

It  is  a  matter  of  no  little  pride  to  the  profession  of  Texas  to  see 
their  work  so  highly  spoken  of  as  in  the  following  few  extracts  from 
our  exchanges  : 

"The  Texas  State  Medical  Association  may  well  be  proud  of  its 
last  volume  of  Transactions.  €ome  improvements  might  be  easily 
made  in  its  arrangement.  For  example,  it  is  difficult  to  understand 
why  all  the  papers  should  be  attached  as  an  appendix,  and  why  the 
publication  committee  did  not  do  a  little  more  editing.  Again, 
should  this  volume  go  abroad  some  of  our  European  colleagues 
will  wonder  why  certain  French  and  German  names  are  not  spelled 
correctly.  The  names  of  several  of  our  valued  contemporaries 
have  also  been  well  disguised  in  some  places.    There  is  another 


238     DANIEL'S  TEXAS  MEDICAL  JOURNAL. 


point  to  which  we  desire  to  call  attention.  One  member  of  the  As- 
sociation reports  a  case  of  what  seems  to  have  been  chronic 
catarrhal  gastritis  with  some  unusual  symptoms.  It  is  reported  as 
"A  Remarkable  Case  in  my  Practice."  The  first  thing  to  do  in 
writing  an  article  is  to  give  it  a  proper  and  descriptive  title.  We 
call  attention  to  this  now  because  it  is  a  fault  of  so  many  writers  to 
make  a  title  which  is  descriptive  of  anything  from  a  ruptured  pe- 
rineum to  hay  fever.  "Cases  from  Practice"  is  an  abomination 
which  is  too  frequently  seen.  The  title  of  a  paper  should  be  in- 
dexical  of  the  whole  paper.  All  writers  may  not  know  this,  but  a 
publication  committee  is  supposed  to  know  it. 

For  all  this,  however,  the  volume  under  consideration  is  one 
upon  which  the  members  of  the  Texas  Association  may  congratu- 
late themselves.  It  is  very  handsome,  and  well  printed  on  excel- 
lent paper.  It  contains  some  good  articles,  which  would  be  all  the 
better  if  they  were  properly  indexed.  Six  hundred  and  ninety-one 
pages  of  book  is  a  good  deal  to  send  out  without  an  index.  One  of 
the  best  papers  in  the  volume  is  on  "Boracic  Acid  in  Surgery  and 
Gynecology,"  by  Dr.  C.  M.  Ramsdell,  of  Lampasas,  which  will  re- 
pay careful  reading.  Dr.  O.  L.  Williams,  of  Chapel  Hill,  reports 
two  cases  in  which  electricity  acted  well  in  congestive  fever  (per- 
nicious malarial?).  Dr.  Q.  C.  Smith,  of  Austin,  in  an  interesting 
paper  on  the  "Treatment  of  Sporadic  Dysenteries,"  very  properly 
condemns  opium,  mercury  and  starvation.  Dr.  T.  C.  Osborn,  of 
Cleburne,  calls  attention  to  the  usefulness  of  bimuriate  of  quinine 
with  urea  generally,  and  particularly  in  a  case  of  pneumonia.  Dr. 
J.  R.  Briggs,  of  Fort  Worth,  calls  attention  to  the  value  of  lycopus 
Virginicus  (bugle  weed)  in  the  bites  and  stings  of  insects  and  rep- 
tiles. This  plant  seems  worthy  of  a  closer  examination  than  has 
been  given  to  its  physiological  action.  A  valuable  contribution  to 
the  subject  of  malaria  may  be  found  in  a  paper  by  Dr.  Henry  K. 
Leake,  on  "Malarial  Irritation  of  the  Bladder  in  the  Female." 
Those  who  may  be  inclined  to  doubt  the  wisdom  of  conservative 
treatment  in  gun-shot  fracture  of  the  femur  would  do  well  to  read 
the  report  of  four  cases,  all  of  which  recovered,  by  Dr.  J.  T.  Field, 
of  Fort  Worth.  Dr.  J.  G.  O'Brien,  of  Dublin,  reports  a  case  of  ex- 
traction, by  tracheo-laryngotomy,  of  a  watermelon  seed  from  the 
air  passages  of  a  child  12  months  old,  with  recovery.  Dr.  B.  F, 
Brittain,  of  Jacksonville,  records  a  very  curious  case  of  necrosis  of 
the  lower  maxilla,  which  began  with  toothache.  The  necrosed  por- 
tion was  removed,  with  a  good  result.  Dr.  C.  M.  Farrar,  of  Fort 
Worth,  reports  a  case  of  amputation  of  both  legs,  with  recovery,, 
and  death  subsequently  from  abscess  of  the  pancreas.  Dr.  O. 
Eastland,  of  Wichita  Falls,  reports  a  case  of  dislocation  of  the  long 
head  of  the  biceps,  which  was  reduced  spontaneously  on  the  fourth 
day,  after  ineffectual  efforts  by  the  method  of  Prince.  The  Prize 
of  the  Association  was  awarded  to  Dr.  J.  R.  BriggjS*  of  Fort  Worth,, 
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for  a  paper  on  "Physical  and  Mental  Culture,"  which  we  hope  to 
notice  soon  in  another  department." — Journal  American  Medical 
Association. 


The  Southern  Practitioner,  of  Nashville,  says: 

The  Texas  State  Medical  Association  and  its  committee  of  pub- 
lication are  to  be  congratulated  on  one  of  the  handsomest  and  most 
elegant  volumes  of  Society  Transactions  that  we  have  ever  seen. 
As  an  outcome  of  the  malarial  belt,  it  is  rather  a  "stunner,"  and 
will  compare  more  than  favorably  with  those  from  more  intellect- 
ual^) localities  on  this  continent,  or  even  "  Yurrup." 

The  handsome  cloth  binding,  elegant  paper  and  neat  typography 
would  be  a  credit  to  the  most  enterprising  and  completely  equipped 
publishing  house  of  the  most  metropolitan  city  of  either  continent. 
But  Texas  is  a  great  State,  with  great  doctors,  and  a  future  that 
will  yet  prove  marvelous. 

We  regret  exceedingly  that  we  have  not  space  to  give  a  full  and 
extended  review  of  tne  subject-matter  contained  in  the  elegant  vol- 
ume before  us.  A  brief  examination  convinces  us,  that  from  the 
minutes  of  the  meeting,  and  the  President's  address,  to  the  very  full 
and  comprehensive  index,  it  is  teeming  with  good  things,  and  will 
furnish  mental  pabulum  for  many  a  good  feast,  prepared  by  the  very 
progressive  and  talented  members  of  the  medical  profession  in  Texas. 


The  Weekly  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter,  of  Philadel- 
phia, says: 

This  portly  volume  of  nearly  seven  hundred  pages,  well  printed 
and  carefully  edited,  proves  in  the  completest  manner  that  the 
physicians  of  Texas  are  behind  no  others  in  their  devotion  to  the 
progress  of  their  science.  Thereports  of  the  chairmen  of  the  various 
sections  on  the  progress  of  their  respective  branches  are  prepared 
with  care,  and  in  each  section  there  are  quite  a  number  of  original 
communications  from  physicians  in  the  State.  Nearly  all  of  these 
contain  valuable  matter,  and  deserve  preservation  in  the  volume. 
It  is,  in  all  respects,  a  meritorious  publication. 


And  the  New  York  Medical  Journal  says: 

The  "Transactions  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association"  at  its 
eighteenth  annual  session,  held  at  Dallas  on  the  27th,  28th,  29th  and 
30th  of  April,  1886,  have  just  been  issued  in  the  form  of  a  handsome 
volume  of  nearly  seven  hundred  pages.  The  papers  read  at  the 
meeting  are  for  the  most  part  very  meritorious,  and,  in  particular, 
the  reports  made  to  the  various  sections  strike  us  as  of  more  than 
ordinary  value.    We  regret  to  learn  that  the  Secretary  died  during 
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the  preparation  of  the  volume,  but  we  congratulate  the  Association 
on  the  appointment  of  so  energetic  and  capable  a  successor  as  has 
been  found  in  Dr.  Daniel,  of  Austin. 

The  North  Texas  Medical  Association  held  its  annual  meeting 
at  Paris,  Texas,  on  the  14th,  15th  and  16th  insts.,  Dr.  F.  D.  Thomp- 
son, of  Sherman,  the  president,  presiding.  In  our  next  we  hope  to 
be  able  to  give  a  report  of  the  work  done.  Judging  from  the  names 
of  the  chairmen  of  sections,  we  expect  something  good. 


MINUTES  OF  THE  REGULAR  ANNUAL  MEETING  OF  THE  TYEST 
TEXAS  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION, 

HELD  OCTOBER  27,  1886. 

By  D.  Berry,  M.  D.,  San  Antonio,  Texas. 
(For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal). 

Regular  annual  meeting  of  West  Texas  Medical  Association 
called  to  order  at  8  p.  m.,  October  27,  1886,  the  President,  Dr.  G. 
Graham  Watts,  in  the  chair.  Present,  Drs.  Cupples,  Chew,  Tyner, 
Tyler,  Lowry,  Barnitz,  Carothers,  Terrell,  Menger,  Favre,  Fennell 
of  Seguin,  Kingsley,  King  and  Berry. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  annual  meeting  were  read  by  the  secre- 
tary. The  annual  report  of  the  treasurer  was  read  and  adopted. 
The  secretary  read  a  telegram  from  Dr.  G.  W.  Kerr,  of  Waelder, 
regretting  his  absence.  Dr.  Tyner  presented  the  name  of  Dr.  T. 
G.  Turpin,  of  Corpus  Christi,  for  membership.  It  was  determined 
by  the  censors  to  lay  the  matter  over  until  the  next  regular  meet- 
ing in  order  to  obtain  the  gentleman's  credentials.  No  other  busi- 
ness appearing  before  the  Association  for  disposal,  the  election  of 
officers  for  the  ensuing  year  was  proceeded  with.  For  President 
the  names  of  Drs.  Lowry,  Tyner  and  Berry  were  proposed.  On 
ballot  Dr.  Berry  received  the  largest  number  of  votes  and  was  de- 
clared elected.  Drs.  J.  W.  Fennell,  of  Seguin,  and  P.  W.  Johns,  of 
San  Antonio,  were  unanimously  elected  First  and  Second  Vice- 
President.  For  Secretary  and  Treasurer  the  names  of  Dr.  E.  J.  Ca- 
rothers and  F.  Terrell  were  proposed.  On  ballot  Dr.  Terrell  was 
elected.  Drs.  Cupples,  Tyner  and  King  were  elected  censors.  The 
retiring  President,  Dr.  Watts,  made  a  short  address,  reviewing  the 
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work  completed  during  the  past  year,  and  spoke  of  the  brilliant  fu- 
ture which  he  thought  was  in  store  for  the  Association.  The  Presi- 
dent appointed  Drs.  Cupples  and  Chew  to  escort  the  President- 
elect to  the  chair,  and  at  the  request  of  Dr.  Tyner  he,  too,  was 
placed  on  the  committee.  Dr.  Berry,  in  a  few  remarks,  thanked 
the  Association  for  the  high  honor  conferred  upon  him,  coupled 
with  the  promise  to  perform  the  duties  of  the  office  to  the  best  of 
his  ability.  The  Association  then  adjourned  to  their  annual  ban- 
quet, which  was  served  by  that  prince  of  caterers,  Ludwig  Mahncke, 
at  the  Mission  Garden.  Conviviality  was  the  order  of  the  evening, 
and  all  seemed  to  enter  with  zest  into  the  enjoyment  of  the  apetiz- 
ing  repast  which  "mine  host"  had  so  bountifully  provided.  Toasts 
were  drunk,  speeches  made,  songs  sung,  and  the  popping  of  corks 
from  quart  bottles  of  Mumm's  extra  dry  kept  up  until  the  "we  sma' 
hours"  made  their  appearance.  The  tenth  annual  meeting  and  ban- 
quet of  the  West  Texas  Medical  Association  stands  prominent 
among  the  many  such  happy  occasions  which  have  taken  place  in 
the  annals  of  the  society. 


EAST  TEXAS  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 


In  response  to  a  call  by  several  M.  D.'s  of  Nacogdoches  county^ 
a  number  of  regular  physicians  from  the  counties  of  Angelina, 
Cherokee,  Nacogdoches,  and  Shelby  met  in  the  town  of  Nacogdo- 
ches on  17th  November,  1886,  and  organized  under  this  name, 
adopting  constitution  and  by-laws,  electing  officers  and  transacting 
other  kindred  business.  The  constitution  names  the  objects  to  be 
"to  foster  and  promote  medical  learning  and  professional  qualifica- 
tion and  brotherhood."  Membership  is  limited  only  to  "gradua- 
tion from  a  regular  medical  school  in  good  standing,  and  conform- 
ity to  the  code  of  ethics  of  the  American  Medical  Association."  A 
by-law  says,  "all  practitioners  and  students  of  medicine  are  cordi- 
ally invited  to  attend  meetings  and  participate  in  discussions,  and 
all  meetings  shall  be  held  with  open  doors  to  the  public."  A  gen- 
eral inclination  prevailed  to  extend  non-voting  membership  to  un- 
dergraduates and  practitioners  pursuing  the  regular  system  of  medi- 
cine. No  fees  or  dues  are  required.  The  funds  for  necessary  ex- 
penses are  raised  by  a  tax  per  capita.  The  association  meetings  are 
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quarterly,  the  time  and  place  to  be  fixed  by  the  preceding  meeting. 
The  next  meeting  will  be  in  the  town  of  Rusk  on  the  first  Tuesday 
in  January,  1887,  at  7:30  p.  m.,  and  will  adjourn  on  the  next  Thurs- 
day morning.  New  officers  are  to  be  elected  at  this  and  every  suc- 
ceeding January  meeting. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  enrolled  members,  showing  officers  and 
essayists  for  coming  meeting:  R.  D.  Bone,  President;  T.  J.  Murph, 
1st  Vice-President;  A.  H.  McCord,  2d  Vice-President;  R.  B.  Hoop- 
er, 3d  Vice-President;  S.  E.  Mayfield,  Secretary;  W.  G.  Jameson, 
Assistant  Secretary  and  Treasurer.  Essayists,  J.  H.  Barham,  on 
Forceps  Delivery;  J.  O.  Furlow,  Puerperal  Septicaemia  and  Antisep- 
sis; J.  E.  Mayfield,  Typho-malarial  Fever;  J.  A.  Abney,  Malarial 
Hematuria;  W.  G.  Jameson,  Surgical  Reports;  all  members  to  re- 
port special  cases.  J.  K.  Sturdevant,  J.  H.  Evans,  E.  B.  Clements, 
J.  T.  Hoya,  W.  H.  Campbell,  W.  I.  Coon,  G.  E.  Samuels,  A.  S.  Al- 
ford,  J.  W.  Rogers,  R.  B.  Warren,  A.  M.  Denman,  T.  S.  Spivey,  W. 
B.  Treadwell,  T.  Y.  T.  Jameson,  G.  M.  Abney,  J.  C.  Falvey.  Total 
memhership,  25.  Several  others  expected  to  be  present  and  join, 
but  failed  to  appear.  It  is  expected  that  a  large  majority  of  the 
physicians  of  East  Texas  will  become  members,  and  that  the  E.  T. 
M.  A.  will  be  represented  in  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association. 

The  Secretary  was  instructed  to  furnish  a  synopsis  of  the  pro* 
ceedings  to  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal,  the  Texas  Courier- 
Record  of  Medicine  and  the  local  newspapers  with  request  to  pub- 
lish. 

A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  profession  and  citizens  of  Nacogdoches 
for  hospitality  and  courtesies  was  unanimously  and  feelingly  passed. 

J.  E.  Mayfielc,  M.  D.. 

Secretary  E.  T.  M.  A. 


IBLIOGRAPHY, 

THAT  PRIZE  ESSAY! 

CommunicatecTfor  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 

A PAPER  of  about  84  pages  is  published  in  the  proceedings  of 
the  Texas  State  Medical  Association  as  the  essay  to  which 
was  awarded  the  prize  of  one  hundred  dollars,  offered  by  the  Asso- 
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ciation  for  the  best  paper  on  a  medical  or  scientific  subject.  The 
writer  is  J.  R.  Briggs,  of  Dallas.  The  committee  of  award  were 
J.  D.  Osborn,  of  Cleburne,  D.  R.  Wallace,  of  Terrell,  H.  K.  Leake, 
S.  D.  Thruston  and  E.  L.  Thompson,  of  Dallas.  There  were  eight 
or  ten  papers  competing.  To  examine  all  these  papers  in  Dallas 
-during  the  session  was  simply  out  of  the  question.  Time  was 
asked  for  and  granted.  The  whole  matter  was  relegated  to  the  com- 
mittee— a  mistake  of  which  the  Association,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  will 
not  be  guilty  a  second  time.  Some  informal  talk  was  had  as  to 
now  we  should  proceed.  It  was  at  first  proposed,  as  there  were  a 
majority  of  members  at  Dallas,  if  these  agreed  upon  any  essay,  it 
should  be  adopted  without  reference  to  the  other  two.  The  pro- 
position was  obviously  absurd.  I  did  not  object  to  it  further  than 
to  state  distinctly  and  emphatically  that  my  name  could  be  on  no 
paper  that  I  had  not  first  examined.  Whereupon  it  was  suggested 
and  agreed  to,  ?iem  con,  that  the  essays  be  kept  in  Dallas  for  exami- 
nation one  month — May — it  was  on  the  1st  of  April  when  this 
.agreement  was  made;  on  the  1st  of  June  they  were  to  be  sent  to 
me;  I  was  to  be  permitted  to  retain  them  a  month  for  examination,  and 
then  to  forward  them  to  the  chairman  of  the  committee;  when,  I 
naturally  supposed,  we  would  meet,  organize  the  committee  and 
•discuss  the  merits  of  the  papers. 

Time  was  ample,  the  "Transactions"  not  making  their  appear- 
ance until  November  15th,  when  I  was  permitted  to  see  this  paper 
for  the  first  time.  Of  this  I  should  not  have  complained  had  not 
the  "Transactions"  represented  the  whole  committee  as  adopting 
the  paper  as  the  Prize  Essay  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Associa- 
tion. I  should  have  sincerely  rejoiced  if,  when  I  read  the  paper,  I 
•could  have  endorsed  the  action  of  the  majority.  True,  I  should 
have  objected  to  having  my  name  affixed  to  a  paper  as  endorsing 
it,  when,  in  fact,  I  had  not  been  permitted  to  see  it.  A  protest  is 
the  only  thing  now  left  me.  I  would  have  made  a  minority  report 
in  favor  of  some  other  paper,  or  of  none,  if  none,  in  my  judgement, 
were  worthy;  but  I  was  not  permitted  to  see  the  competing  papers. 
My  sole  object  in  writing  this  protest  is  to  set  myself  right  before  the 
profession  and  to  do  justice  to  the  Texas  State  Medical  Associa- 
tion, of  which  I  have  been  a  member  from  its  organization.  I  am 
no  stirrer  up  of  strife,  hate  controversy,  and  I  sincerely  hope  no  of- 
fense will  be  taken  at  this  protest.    Whatever  others  may  think  of 
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it,  I  regard  the  paper  of  Dr.  Briggs  as  utterly  worthless,  and  as  not 
possessing  a  single  qualification  entitling  it  to  be  published  in  the 
proceedings  or  transactions.    Here  is  the  test: 

"Resolved,  That  the  several  sections  of  this  Association  be  re- 
quested, in  the  future,  to  refer  no  papers  or  reports  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Publication,  except  such  as  can  be  fairly  classed  under  one 
of  the  following  heads: 

ist.  Such  as  may  contain  and  establish  positively,  new  factsr 
modes  of  practice,  or  principles  of  real  value. 

2nd.  Such  as  may  contain  the  results  of  well  devised  original 
experimental  researches. 

3d.  Such  as  present  so  complete  a  review  of  the  facts  on  any- 
particular  subject  as  to  enable  the  writer  to  deduce  therefrom  legiti- 
mate conclusions  of  importance."    (  Vide  Trans,  for  1886, pp.  663-Aj.J 

These  three  rules  constitute  the  open  sesame  to  the  door  of  the 
publication  of  papers  and  reports  from  the  several  sections.  Most 
assuredly  they  should  not  be  relaxed  in  favor  of  Prize  Essays.. 
What  I  have  before  said,  I  desire  to  repeat  and  to  emphasize,  I  do- 
not  believe  that  the  paper  by  Dr.  J.  R.  Briggs,  published  in  the 
"Transactions  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association,"  for  1886,, 
has  a  single  qualification  entitling  it  to  the  honor  of  being  admitted 
to  publication,  even,  to  say  nothing  of  being  awarded  $100;  to  which 
I  desire  to  add:  I  believe  I  hazard  nothi?ig  of  truthfulness,  and  do 
ifijustice  to  nobody,  whe?i  it  is  stated,  as  questionable,  whether  any  pa- 
per on  any  subject,  before  any  body  of  men}  claiming  to  be  working  in  the 
interest  of  science  i?i  any  of  its  departments,  ever  found  its  way  into  its- 
published  proceedings,  as  worthless  as  the  paper  I,  at  present,  refer  toT 
nor  do  I  think  the  publication  of  this  paper  in  the  "Transactions 
of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association"  will  reflect  any  credit 
either  upon  the  profession  of  the  State,  or  upon  Association,  under 
whose  imprimatur  it  goes  forth  to  the  public.  These  things  I 
should  prefer  much  not  to  have  to  say.  I  have  been  driven  to  it 
by  a  sense  of  duty  to  myself,  and  to  the  Association.  I  wrote  two- 
letters  to  the  chairman  of  the  committe  to  place  me  right  before  the 
public.  I  take  the  liberty  to  quote  his  last  letter,  as  showing  his 
animus:  "I  have,"  he  says,  "no  minority  report  to  make,"  alluding 
to  my  expressed  wish  to  be  set  right  before  the  profession,  and  a 
few  lines  after,  he  says,  (showing  he  does  not  regard  the  Prize 
Essay  as  an  epoch-making  contribution  to  medical  literature)  "very 
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few  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association  will  ever  wade  thro'  the 
nonsensical  (to  me)  article."  Thus,  it  seems,  Dr.  J.  D.  Osborne 
consoles  himself.  I  k?ww  many  eyes  in,  and  not  a  few  out  of  Texas, 
will  glance  over  these  pro  ceedings,  and  the  Prize  Essay  will  attract 
especial  attention,  and  go  far  in  forming  an  ideal  of  the  profession 
in  Texas.  My  name  stands  for  something,  in  as  out  of  the  profes- 
sion in  Texas — not  much — how  little,  no  one  is  more  conscious 
than  myself;  but  whatever  it  is,  it  is  the  result  of  work  from  the 
ground  up,  and  I  do  not  propose  to  be  elbowed  into  prostituting  it. 
I  care  not  what  others  think,  it  is  their  right.  What  I  do  care  for 
is,  that  I  should  be  made  to  say  what  I  think  false — placed  in  a 
false  attitude  to  my  professional  brethren,  and  made  to  betray  the 
interest,  so  far  as  my  name  stands  for  anything,  of  an  association  I 
love  with  every  fibre  of  my  being.  The  Publishing  Committee  de- 
cided not  to  publish  it,  and  appealed  to  the  President.  He  de- 
cided, very  properly  under  the  circumstances,  to  publish  it. 

It  is  noted,  with  regret,  that  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal 
announces  that  I  will  review  Dr.  Briggs'  paper  in  the  next  issue  of 
that  journal.  I  could  not  think  of  such  a  thing;  he  would  be  a  brave 
man  who  could.  To  an  audacity  of  genuis  of  which  few  are  pos- 
sessed, he  would  need  to  be  endowed  with  a  mental  acumen  and 
inspirational  insight  to  descry  airy,  dreamy  nothings  at  distances 
most  wondrous,  as  I  think  I  will  show  you  when,  I  come  to  point 
out  a  few  of  the  beauties  that  are  to  be  found  in  this  Prize  Essay. 
Indeed,  I  know  of  nothing  like  them  in  all  literature.  Francois 
Rabelais,  whom  Lord  Bacon  styles  the  "Great  Jester  of  France," 
and  others,  the  "Comic  Homer,"  uniting  in  his  single  person,  doc- 
tor, priest  and  author,  might  have  been  equal  to  the  task.  The  in- 
comparable genius  displayed  in  Gargantua  and  Pentagruel  show 
he  would  have  been  the  man  to  grapple  with  such  a  peerless  pro- 
duction. But  born  in  1490,  he  has  long  since  become  historic.  In 
the  plaintive  words  of  Mark  Twain,  when  speaking  of  one  of  Rabe- 
lais' cotemporaries,  who  was  the  architect  of  the  great  Cathedral 
of  Milan, — "but  he  is  dead  now,";  so  that  the  Prize  Essay  of  the 
Texas  State  Medical  Association  will  have  to  drag  its  slow  length 
along  down  to  posterity,  deprived  of  critic  capable  of  explaining 
its  wonderful  knowledge,  and  scientific  explorations,  to  the  admir- 
ing gaze  of  the  millions  yet  unborn.  The  writer  of  the  Prize  Essay 
is  known  to  me,  so  far  as  known  at  all,  a  reputable  medical  gentle- 
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man,  and  one  of  the  associate  editors  of  the  Texas  Courier-Record 
of  Medicine.  The  gentlemen  who  made  the  award  are  honored 
members  of  an  honorable  profession.  I  have  the  profoundest 
respect  for  the  personal  character  and  professional  status  of 
all  of  them. 

"How  came  Dr.  Briggs  to  write  so  poor  a  paper  as  you  charac- 
terize the  Prize  Essay  as  being?"  Will  the  reader  have  the  good- 
ness to  indulge  me  in  attending  to  one  more  little  matter,  and  I 
pledge  to  tell  him,  aye,  to  show  precisely  why  he  did  not  write  a 
better  paper.  Let  us  first,  however,  settle  another  question;  how 
did  such  a  paper  find  its  way  through  such  a  committee  to  the  un- 
fortunate place  (so  unfortunate  to  nobody  as  to  the  writer)  which  it 
holds  in  the  annals  of  the  State  Medical  Association  of  Texas? 
This  is  precisely  the  question  that  has  given  me  the  headache  for 
two  weeks,  trying  to  solve  it.  Of  one  thing,  and  one  thing  only,  am 
I  perfectly  sure,  and  in  all  my  guesses  I  begin  by  taking  it  for 
granted,  viz:  whatever  may  turn  out  to  be  the  true  solution,  these 
gentlemen  are  men  of  the  first  water,  as  eminent  in  their  social  re- 
lations as  in  their  professional  status,  who  would  not  knowingly  do 
wrong.  Further  than  this  we  dare  not  go,  the  whole  being  a  mys- 
tery as  securely  guarded  as  the  frozen  secrets  of  the  North  pole. 
The  writer  has  puzzled  himself  again  and  again  over  this  very  ques- 
tion. He  has  ransacked  his  small  store  of  reading  from  nursery 
tales  and  wild  western  scenes  up,  and  on,  through  Humboldt,  and 
Darwin,  and  Spencer,  and  Tyndall,  and  Huxley,  "et  id  omne  genus," 
to  find  something  like  it-all  without  result.  With  aching  head, and 
corrugated  brow,  I  was  startled  by  one  of  those  strange  dim  remin- 
iscences carrying  me  back  over  the  waste  of  long  ago.  I  stop,  turn 
my  eyes  up — Eureka!  I  have  it;  I  am  sure  of  it.  By  the  blessed 
Virgin  and  all  the  Saints  in  the  Calendar!  if  not  like,  it  is  a  paral- 
lel! It  is  an  incident  recorded  in  Knickerbocker's  History  of  New 
York,  by  that  genial  soul  of  blessed  memory,  Washington  Irving, 
with  whose  veracious  Chronicles  our  school-boy  reading  must  have 
made  us  all  familiar.  I  am  sorry  its  insertion  here  requires  so  much 
space,  but  it  is  so  invaluable  in  conducting  to  what  may  enable  us 
to  clear  up  this  great  mystery,  before  the  mould  and  dust  of  time 
settle,  as  you  know  they  will, on  great  events  like  this;  but  I  feel  as- 
sured I  will  have  your  thanks. 

The   incident   referred  to    is    connected   with  the  beginning 
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of  the  administration  of  the  redoubtable  Wonter  van  Twiller 
as  governor  of  the  Nieuw-Nederlandts,  his  capital  being  New  Am- 
sterdam, now  New  York  City. 

"The  very  outset  of  the  career  of  this  excellent  magis- 
trate was  distinguished  by  an  example  of  legal  acumen 
that  gave  nattering  presage  of  a  wise  and  equitable  ad- 
ministration. The  morning  after  he  had  been  solemnly  installed 
in  office,  and  at  the  moment  that  he  was  making  his  break- 
fast from  a  prodigious  earthen  dish,  filled  with  milk  and  Indian 
pudding,  he  was  suddenly  interrupted  by  the  appearance  of  one 
Wandle  Schoonhoven,  a  very  important  old  burgher  of  New  Am- 
sterdam, who  complained  bitterly  of  one  Barent  Bleecker,  inas- 
much as  he  fraudulently  refused  to  come  to  a  settlement  of  accounts, 
seeing  that  there  was  a  heavy  balance  in  favor  of  the  said  Wandle. 
Governor  Van  Twiller,  as  I  have  already  observed,  was  a  man  of 
few  words;  he  was  likewise  a  mortal  enemy  to  multiplying  writings, 
or  being  disturbed  at  his  breakfast.  Having  listened  attentively  to 
the  statement  of  Wandle  Schoonhoven,  giving  an  occasional  grunt, 
as  he  shovelled  a  spoonful  of  Indian  pudding  into  his  mouth,  either 
as  a  sign  that  he  relished  the  dish,  or  comprehended  the  story — he 
called  unto  him  his  constable,  and  pulling  out  of  his  breeches 
pocket  a  huge  jack-knife,  dispatched  it  after  the  defendant  as  a  sum- 
mons, accompanied  by  his  tobacco  box  as  a  warrant. 

This  summary  process  was  as  effectual  in  those  simple  days  as 
was  the  seal  ring  of  the  great  Haroun  Alraschid  among  the  true  be- 
lievers. The  two  parties  being  confronted  before  him,  each  pro- 
duced a  book  of  accounts  written  in  a  language  and  character  that 
would  have  puzzled  any  but  a  High  Dutch  commentator  or  a  learned 
decipherer  of  Egyptian  obelisks,  to  understand.  The  sage  Wonter 
took  them  one  after  the  other,  and  having  poised  them  in  his  hands 
and  attentively  counted  over  the  number  of  leaves,  fell  straightway 
into  a  very  great  doubt,  and  smoked  for  half  an  hour  without  saying 
a  word;  at  length,  laying  his  finger  beside  his  nose,  and  shutting  his 
eyes  for  a  moment,  with  the  air  of  a  man  who  had  just  caught  a 
subtle  idea  by  the  tail,  he  slowly  took  his  pipe  from  his  mouth, 
puffed  forth  a  column  of  tobacco  smoke,  and  with  marvellous  grav- 
ity and  solemnity  pronounced  that,  having  carefully  counted  over 
the  leaves  and  weighed  the  books,  it  was  found  that  one  was  just  as 
thick  and  as  heavy  as  the  other — therefore  it  was  the  final  opinion 
of  the  court  that  the  accounts  were  equally  balanced — therefore 
Wandle  should  give  Barent  a  receipt,  and  Barent  should  give  Wan- 
dle a  receipt,  and  the  constable  should  pay  the  costs.  This  decis- 
ion being  straightway  made  known,  diffused  general  joy  throughout 
New  Amsterdam,  for  the  public  immediately  perceived  that  they 
had  a  very  wise  and  equitable  magistrate  to  rule  over  them.  But 
its  happiest  effect  was,  that  not  another  lawsuit  took  place  through- 
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out  the  whole  of  his  administration,  and  the  office  of  constable  fell 
into  such  decay  that  there  was  not  one  of  those  local  scouts  known 
in  the  province  for  many  years." 

Now  may  this  not  be  a  pointer?  it  may  not,  aye,  it  could  not  have 
been  just  after  this  fashion,  but  something  like  it.  For  instance, 
the  three  committeemen  met — they  are  all  busy  men — do  a  large 
practice — have  a  numerous  clientelle.  They  survey  the  huge  pile  of 
munuscript — it  looks  formidable.  The  one  that  is  to  be  (so  the 
fates  have  ordained)  prize  essay,  looks  portentously  voluminous — 
it  is  a  whole  book;  it  is  written  with  a  type-writer.  Still,  its  aspect 
is  forbidding  to  the  busy  practitioner,  as  all  these  gentlemen  are. 
They  eye  it;  it  is  on  a  psychological  subject.  The  busy  practitioner 
of  general  medicine  has  little  fancy  for  such  reading.  They  com- 
pare it  with  the  others.  It  must  have  required  a  great  deal  of 
valuable  time  to  get  it  up.  There  are  84  printed  pages,  2,436  lines 
and  24,360  words.  Now,  they  are  run  for  time — have  a  time-honor- 
ed precedent  in  the  Wonter  Van  Twiller  decision,  that,  so  far  as 
known  to  history,  has  never  been  questioned.  "Why  not?"  sug- 
gests one,  "settle  the  matter  a  la  mode  Wonter  Van  Twiller?"  "It  is 
a  good  suggestion,"  responded  one  of  the  others,  who  had  half  a 
dozen  calls  awaiting  him.  It  is  agreed — they  proceed  methodi- 
cally— they  count  pages,  lines,  words,  &c;  estimate  them,  and  find 
Dr.  Briggs'  paper  to  distance  all  competition  by  several  thousand 
words.  Withal  a  very  clever  gentleman,  as  he  lives  here  with  us, 
we  know  him  to  be  a  clever  fellow.  No  doubt  he  deserves  it,  as 
his  manuscript  is  much  heavier  than  any  other,  /acta  est  alea — 
the  die  is  cast,  and  Dr.  Briggs  is  declared  victorious!  It  is  not 
stated  that  this  was  really  the  mode  resorted  to.  It  is  but  a  guess. 
In  the  absence  of  all  light  upon  the  subject,  it  is  permitted  to  guess. 
It  is  true,  I  was  one  of  the  committee,  but  I  was  not  permitted  to  be 
present,  but  I  am  certainly  permitted,  without  offense,  to  guess  at 
a  mode  of  procedure  at  which  I  had  a  right  to  be  present. 

This  troublesome  matter  disposed  of,  the  writer  proceeds  to  show 
the  reader  a  few  specimens  of  this  wonderful  production,  and  how 
it  was,  its  author  did  not  do  better. 

Let  us  glance,  in  introducing  the  subject,  at  the  Doctor's  style 
(if  he  may  be  said. to  have  any).  It  is  not  to  be  inferred  that  he 
has  not  words,  as  he  has  them  in  great  abundance.  Yet  his  cannot 
be  classed  as  a  redundant  style.    Blair's  is  a  redundant  style,  but  it 
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is  also  very  clear  and  easy  to  read — the  words  are  drawn  out,  &c. 
It  is  not  an  obscure  style,  although  one  seldom  knows  what  he  is 
talking  about.  The  more  one  looks  at  and  studies  over  an  obscure 
sentence  of  a  great  writer,  the  more  the  sense  stands  out.  But  take 
one  of  Dr.  Briggs'  obscure  sentences  and,  I  know  not  how  it  may 
be  with  others,  but  to  me,  the  more  I  study,  the  less  I  see  in  it,  the 
-worse  confounded  becomes  the  confusion.  Then  the  style  is  not 
an  obscure  one;  certainly  it  cannot  be  classed  as  ornate,  for  though 
he  uses  sesquipedalin  in  abundance,  the  whole  cannot  be  classed 
by  rhetoricians  as  ornamental.  The  Germans  have  a  word  they 
sometimes  apply  to  style,  that  seems  to  me  just  describes  the  Doc- 
tor's method  of  putting  ink  on  paper — a  word,  it  is  hoped,  that  will 
be  the  less  objectionable  to  the  Doctor,  being  of  "learned  length 
and  thundering  sound" — a  jaw-breaker  and  throat  dilator;  it  is 
zusammengeschneidert — meaning  a  style  in  which  words  are  arranged 
on  paper,  after  the  fashion  of  a  sort  of  patch-work,  in  which  bits  of 
cloth  of  different  sizes,  color  and  fabric  are  sewed  together  at  ran- 
dom— a  sort  of  crazy  quilt  gone  ??iad.  It  occurred  to  me,  in  trying 
to  classify  the  Doctor's  style,  that  this  comes  nearer  to  it  than  any 
I  could  recall,  in  running  over  in  my  mind  the  small  amount  of 
rhetoric  I  can  now  recall — (more  than  thirty  years  have  elapsed 
since  I  looked  into  a  treatise  on  the  subject.)  If  I  have  failed  to 
assign  him  to  his  proper  classification,  I  beg  pardon  of  the  reader, 
and  the  Doctor,  more  especially. 

We  now  proceed  to  quote  some  specimens  of  it,  and  let  the  reader 
judge  for  himself. 

In  the  first  paragraph  he  says  :  "It  seems  to  me  we,  as  physi- 
cians, are  too  prone  to  grasp  gross  facts  rather  than  turn  the  chan- 
nels of  our  investigations  into  the  rich  fields  of  forces  and  substan- 
tial, though  invisible  entities  which  broad  domain,  with  its  protean 
manifestations  are,  on  every  side,  legion."  Just  what  the  writer  in- 
tended to  mean  by  this  short  paragraph  of  four  lines*,  I  am  sure  I  do 
not  undertake  to  say;  but  I  gather  he  deprecates  as  comparatively 
worthless,  ugross  facts,"  and  invites  us  to  turn  the  channels  of  our 
investigation  into  what  he  terms  the  rich  field  of  forces.  Perhaps 
the  good  Doctor  will  be  so  kind  as  to  tell  us  what  gross  facts  he 
alludes  to,  and  where  the  "rich  fields  of  forces,"  unobstructed  by 
the  "gross  facts,"  are;  and  where  dwell  those  "invisible  entities" 
that  constitute  that  "broad  domain"  which  "are  [is]  legion"? 
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I  was  under  the  impression  that  phenomena,  (not  "noumena") 
facts,  all  indications  and  manifestations  of  matter  and  mind,  were 
what  concerned  the  scientist;  that  the  whole  catalogue  of  essences, 
quidities,  entities  and  whatnot  constituting  ontology  had  been 
relegated  to  the  owls  and  bats;  for,  says  Maudsley  :  "After  being 
in  fashion  over  two  thousand  years,  nothing  has  been  established," 
by  these  ontological  pursuits;  and  Lord  Bacon  says,  in  regard  to 
all  such  discussion,  "not  only  what  was  asserted  once,  is  asserted 
still,  but  what  was  a  question,  is  a  question  still";  and  instead  of 
being  resolved  by  discussion,  is  only  fixed  and  feed.  For  instance, 
it  was  observed  that  water  would  rise  to  a  certain  height  in  a 
vacuum;  here  was  a  gross  fact.  The  doctor's  sort  of  scientist  im- 
mediately exclaims  in  the  language  of  his  ontological  or  metaphy- 
sical trumpery.  "Behold,  nature  abhors  a  vacuum";  "no,"  replied 
one  of  these  hard-headed  gross  fact  loving  fellows,  "no  sir,  the 
height  of  the  water  is  an  exact  measure  of  the  weight  of  the  atmo- 
sphere"; another  gross  fact,  more  general. 

But  to  proceed;  he  begins  his  second  paragraph  with  these  words:. 

"Here  is  an  inexorable  quality  of  physical  and  mental  law." 
What,  doctor?  You  have  told  us  of  no  such  law,  and  you  tell  us 
further,  "it  is  not  an  abstract,  theoretical  myth,  but  a  veritable  vas- 
cular forced  Now  you  have  us!  We  thought  it  was  abstract  things 
you  were  looking  for,  not  gross  facts.  Have  the  goodness  to  tell  us 
what  vascular  force  you  mean,  and  what  it  has  to  do  with  your  sub- 
ject? In  the  next  sentence  you  say,  "this  vital  life  force"  does  not 
cease  with  moulding  the  body,  but  gives  to  our  intellectual  and 
mental  qualities,  shaping,  as  it  certainly  does,  our  character  through 
life,"  &c.  What  a  vital  force  is,  we  know  or  have  some  idea  of;  we 
also  know  what  a  life  force  is,  but  what  are  they  when  blended? 
But  this,  by  the  way,  what  is  it  that  is  given?  What  is  the  object 
of  "gives?"  What  is  it  that  is  given  "to  our  moral  and  intellectual 
qualities?"  As  the  grammarian  would  ask,  what  is  the  object  of 
the  transitive  verb  "gives?"  "It  shall  be  our  purpose  to  show  the 
mental  forming  element  in  hereditary  transmission  of  diseased  ac- 
tion, whether  of  a  physical,  mental  or  moral  character."  Minerva 
defend  us!  What  and  where  is  the  mental  forming  element  in  dis- 
ease, hereditary  or  not;  and  where,  in  the  Essay,  is  it  pointed  out? 
But  my  space  is  becoming  beautifully  less — I  must  hasten  to  page 
546:    "It  is  indeed  surprising  to  find  so  little  written  upon  rational 
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principles  pertaining  to  results  accruing  from  hereditary  predispo- 
sitions beyond  that  of  bare  clinical  facts,  which,  if  unformulated, 
are  utterly  worthless  to  the  practitioner  of  medicine.  In  fact,  little 
is  said  in  any  way  respecting  hereditary  disease — our  standard  text 
books  devoting  casual,  indefinite  attention  to  this  subject."  On 
page  549,  "In  this  elucidation  we  rely  mainly  upon  our  own  prac- 
tical observation,  for  we  are  forced  thus  on  self-reliance,  owing 
mainly  to  the  scarcity  of  literature  for  reference."  On  page  550: 
"While  it  is  an  actual  fact,  but  little  has  ever  been  said  or  written 
upon  the  laws  of  hereditary  influence,  it  is  one  of  the  most  vital 
questions  with  which  the  modern  physician  should  have  to  deal." 
And  this  by  one  writing  a  competing  article  for  a  Prize  Essay,  and 
actually  obtaining  it!  Whether  ignorance  or  presumption  has  the 
better  in  these  lines  is  left  to  others  to  settle.  The  writer  has  been 
a  reader  of  current  medical  literature  for  35  years;  he  has  seen  no- 
thing like  it,  nothing  second  to  it.  For  one  to  be  uninformed  upon 
some  fact  or  principle  in  any  department  of  medical  literature  is 
matter  of  surprise  to  nobody;  but  for  one  as  perfectly  ignorant  of 
the  whole  subject  to  make  such  a  statement  as  is  contained  in  the 
above  excerpts,  to  think,  because  he  knows  nothing  of  the  literature 
of  a  subject  none  exists— well,  the  reader  may  name  it.  Of  just  the 
sort  of  literature  of  which  he  complains  of  a  dearth,  there  has  been 
quite  a  disproportionate  quantity.  There  has  been,  and  continues 
to  be,  since  about  i860,  or  about  the  beginning  of  the  publication 
of  Mr.  Darwin's  labors,  an  interest  in  these  subjects  never  previ- 
ously manifested.  I  cannot  quote  them  all,  as  I  would  have  to 
make  an  inventory  of  my  library.  I  mention  a  few  writers:  W.  B. 
Carpenter's  Physiology;  Mental  Physiology,  by  same  author;  Physi- 
ology and  Pathology  of  Mind,  by  H.  Mandsley;  Body  and  Mind, 
by  same  author;  Influence  of  the  Mind  Upon  the  Body,  (large  vol.); 
Insanity  and  its  Prevention,  both  by  Dick  Hark  Tuke;  Psycological 
Medicine,  by  Bucknell  &  Tuke;  Frerich,  2  vols.,  first  especially; 
Echeverria  on  Epilepsy;  Insanity  and  its  Treatment,  by  Blanford; 
Brain  as  an  Organ  of  Mind,  by  Bastian;  Pepper's  System  of  Medi- 
cine, vol.  v;  Action  ond Re-action  of  Mind  on  Body,  in  Tuke's  Influ- 
ence of  Mind  on  Body;  Treatise  on  Insanity,  by  W.  A.  Hammond; 
The  Journal  of  Insanity,  published  by  the  late  J.  P.  Gray  for  the 
last  30  years.  The  yearly  Reports  of  Superintendents  of  Asylums 
in  England  and  the  United  States  and  Canada,  in  numbers  of 
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which  the  subject  is  handled  with  consummate  ability.  These  are 
mentioned  as  being  the  more  common  sources  of  information  on 
the  subject.  Hundreds  of  others  less  known  might  be  mentioned, 
which  being  less  common,  it  is  thought  less  fair  to  mention.  Works 
of  Schroeder,  Van  Kauk,  and  Mayer,  of  Germany;  of  Matet,  of 
France;  Tamburini,  of  Italy;  Theodore  Meynert,  of  Vienna,  are 
too  important  to  omit.  With  the  labors  of  these,  and  such  as  these, 
it  seems  Dr.  Briggs  has  no  acquaintance.  Then  from  this  coigne  d' 
advantage  I  am  prepared  to  answer,  at  least  in  part,  why  the  Doctor 
did  not  write  a  better  paper  than  he  is  represented  to  have  done. 
He  knew  nothing  of  the  subject.  If  he  had  read  one  page  in  a  thou- 
sand he  would  not  have  written  on  the  subject  at  all,  or  if  he  had, 
he  would  have  made  himself  acquainted  wiih  the  literature  of  the 
subject,  about  which  he  knows  no  more  than  the  busy  practitioner 
has  time  for;  it  would  have  taken  him  some  years.  I  take  it,  when 
one  takes  in  hand  to  write  a  Prize  Essay,  he  owes  it  to  himself,  as 
well  as  to  his  readers,  to  make  himself  acquainted,  first  of  all,  with 
the  literature.  According  to  his  own  confession,  Dr.  Briggs  did 
not  do  this,  and  as  proof  of  it,  throughout  an  84-page  Essay  he  has 
not  quoted  a  single  authority,  a  thing,  so  far  as  my  information  ex- 
tends, unprecedented  in  the  annals  of  science.  Dr.  Briggs  may  be 
a  very  great  man — that,  at  least,  is  not  in  question,  but  it  is  not  in 
the  limits  of  the  possible  for  one  man's  head,  however  capacious^ 
to  hold  everything.  Another  disadvantage,  under  which  he  evi- 
dently labors,  is  his  avowed  aversion  to  gross  facts.  A  greater 
than  he  can  ever  hope  to  be  said,  ',He  that  builds  without  a  mate- 
rial basis  builds  a  castle  in  the  air." 

To  return  to  the  quotation:  What  is  meant  by  "so  little  written 
on  rational  principles?"  What  is  written — and  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  pages  have  been  written — is  in  accordance  with  the  best, 
highest  and  broadest  principles  known  to  the  greatest  intellects 
working  in  the  profession.  What  is  meant  by  "bare  clinical  facts 
unformulated?"  I  know  of  no  such  facts.  As  fast  as  discovered 
and  fairly  established,  every  fact  in  medicine  is  seized  upon,  press- 
ed into  science,  and  made  to  do  service,  in  helping  the  great  science 
onward  and  upward  to  higher  generalizations  and  broader  views. 
Has  the  Doctor  found  some  means  in  the  use  of  which  he  can  make 
gross  facts  (gross  is  his  word;  I  know  no  difference;  the  facts  of 
science  are  simply  facts,  to  the  scientist)  yield  better  results  than 
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they  have  been  doing?  Then  why  not  give  the  profession  the  ben- 
efit of  his  modus?  After  the  first  few  pages  he  deals  in  nothing  but 
platitudes  of  what  is  wrong  in  society,  not  a  thing  that  any  well  in- 
formed citizen  does  not  know  just  as  well  as  he.  It  is  true,  he 
speaks  of  them  in  a  sort  of  magisterial  ex  cathedra  way,  as  though 
his  thoughts  were  emanations  from  the  fountain  of  light;  but  if  he 
mentioned  one  evil  that  exists  in  society,  that  is  not  common  prop- 
erty, or  one  measure  of  reform  that  is  not  mentioned  in  the  books, 
even  in  current  newspaper  literature,  I  trustee  will  have  the  kind- 
ness to  point  it  out. 

But  to  return — In  this  age  of  utilitarianism  every  fact  in  every 
department  is  seized  upon  and  made  to  do  service  in  pushing  for- 
ward the  car  of  progress.  It  is  to  be  hoped  we  shall  hear  no  more 
about  gross  unformulated  facts. 

"When  brought,"  the  Doctor  says,  "to  a  calm  consideration  of 
the  question,  we  are  at  once  convinced  that  many  diseases  with 
which  we  are  daily  contending  are  the  legitimate  results  of  inherit- 
ance." Now,  Doctor,  do  you  have  to  be  brought  to  "a  calm  con- 
sideration" before  you  know  this?  If  so,  you  are  the  only  doctor 
that  I  ever  knew  who  had  to  prepare  himself  in  any  way  to  be  con- 
vinced of  it.  We  see  it  every  day  in  practice;  you  have  just  said, 
"In  fact,  but  little  is  said  in  any  way  about  hereditary  diseases,  our 
standard  text  books,  merely  devoting  casual  and  indefinite  atten- 
tion to  the  subject."  Now,  my  dear  Doctor,  while  you  did  not  re- 
cognize the  fact  that  heredity  cut  as  much  figure  in  disease 
as  you  have  lately  discovered  it  does,  do  not  conclude  that 
other  medical  men's  eyes  were  shut  to  this  patent  fact;  and  in  sim- 
ilar wise  because  you  are  not  acquainted  with  the  literature  of  the 
subject,  I  pray  you,  not  to  conclude  none  exists;  I  assure  you  it 
exists,  cartloads  of  it;  a  very  little  of  which,  had  you  acquainted 
yourself  with,  you  would  not  have  written  the  essay  under  con- 
sideration. 

Page  547.  "There  have  been  two  and  distinct  classes  of  thinkers 
upon  the  subject  of  man's  environment  from  the  first  days  of  human 
records,  one  purely  and  solely  materialistic  in  character,  advocat- 
ing the  evolution  of  man  from  the  lowest  forms  of  inferior  animals; 
the  other,  enthusiastic  expounders  of  a  highly  spiritualistic  theory 
of  man's  transcendent  height  above  everything  else  of  an  animal 
nature." 
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This  question  will  be  continued,  but  it  is  thought  best  to  stop 
here  and  ask:  What  is  meant  by  the  subject  of  man's  environmentT 
It  is  taken  for  granted,  the  writer  means  origin,  as  the  words  fol- 
lowing would  make  no  sense  whatever  with  environi?ient.  The 
sense,  as  I  understand  it,  of  the  period  is:  There  are  two  theories 
of  man's  origin;  one,  according  to  Genesis,  that  he  was  made  by 
the  flat  of  God,  out  of  the  dust  of  the  earth;  the  other,  that  he  is 
the  result  of  his  environment,  the  forces  inherent  in  nature  pro- 
duced him.  So  far,  so  good.  We  now  have  a  third  theory  of  man's 
origin  by  J.  R.  Briggs,  M.  D.,  author  of  Prize  Essay  of  the  Texas 
State  Medical  Association  for  1886.  Here  it  is:  "A  middle  ground 
will,  however,  show  the  incorrectness  of  either  view,  when  sifted 
down  to  the  actual  truth."  Hide  your  diminished  heads,  ye  vener- 
able Christian  sages!  Paul,  Origen,  Augustine,  Anselm,  Luther, 
Calvin,  Cramner,  Latimer,  Knox,  Spurgeon  and  Talmage,  and  you 
too,  ye  Goethe,  La  Place,  St.  Hillair,  Darwin,  Spencer,  and  all  the 
balance  of  you;  your  faith  avails  you,  on  the  one  hand,  no  more 
than  your  science  on  the  other;  the  one  (the  scientific)  is  "cold 
and  heartless;"  the  other  (scriptural)  is  "rampant  with  ill  directed 
courage."  Here  is  the  solution  of  the  origin  of  man  that  the  fools 
of  faith  and  the  votaries  of  science  have  been  seeking  in  vain, — 
"Clinical  experience  plainly  developes  the  absurdity  of  the  Atheis- 
tic teaching,  while  it  also  shows  that  man  is  anything  but  an 
angel,  and  therefore  the  doctrine  of  evolution  and  abstract  meta- 
physics can  never  agree  upon  such  diverse  views."  You  are  ex- 
pecting something  else  of  this  man-origin  theory?  No,  sir,  there 
is  no  more;  just  four  lines  did  the  business.  "But  it  is  not  clear 
what  it  is,  after  all,"  says  somebody.  I  reply,  it  is  as  clear  as  mud* 
"It  is  the  absurdity  of  Atheistic  teaching"  combined  with  "man  is 
anything  but  an  angel"  that  is  the  origin  of  man!!!  He  told  us  the 
others  were  no  good,  and  man  must  have  an  origin;  and  having  told 
us  what  it  is  not,  he  is  not  going  certainly  to  leave  us  without  a 
God;  so  it  must  be,  what  I  have  stated  it  is,  or  this — "and  therefore 
the  doctrine  of  evolution  and  abstract  metaphysics  can  never  agree 
upon  such  diverse  views."  It  may  be  this  latter, — it  being  so  im- 
portant to  the  man  or  woman  of  common  intelligence  to  be  in- 
formed that  evolution  and  metaphysics  11  can  never  agree  in  such  di- 
verse views."  What  "diverse  views"  are  here  alluded  to,  it  is  not 
very  clear;  but  it  is  not  reasonable  to  be  too  exacting  with  one  who 
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has  just  had  the  goodness  to  unfold  to  us  the  origin  of  man.  Better 
be  patient  and  wait  for  another  revelation. 

Page  549.  "It  occurs  to  me  as  a  remarkably  strange  fact  that  no 
advantage  whatever  has  been  taken  of  inherited,  inborn  and  ac- 
quired predisposition  for  the  improvement  of  the  race  of  man." 
Strong  language  this;  Dr.  Briggs  must  have  come  by  his  knowledge 
of  the  subject  very  lately.  Not  a  man  of  a  family  ot  ordinary  in- 
telligence in  the  land,  but  knows  just  about  as  much  of  the  matter 
as  does  the  Doctor  or  myself,  and  practices  it,  in  marrying  himself 
— in  marrying  off  his  family — in  selecting  a  profession  for  his  sons; 
one  son  is  taken  from  school — a  clerk's  desk  or  the  profession  of  a 
teacher,  or  of  a  minister,  even  against  his  inclination,  not  seldom 
against  his  will;  boys  and  girls  are  made  to  exercise  in  the  open 
air;  all  these  things  for  no  other  reason  than  "inherited,  inborn  and 
acquired  predisposition."  It  is  matter  of  wonder,  the  learned  writer 
never  heard  of  this  thing.  He  says  so.  We  must  believe  him. 
He  says  emphatically  "no  advantage  whatever  has  been  taken  of 
it";  so  it  follows,  of  course,  he  never  heard  of  any.  But,  take  my 
word  for  it;  you  have  been  as  ignorant  of  what  has  been  going  on 
around  you,  as  you  are  of  the  literature  of  the  same  subject.  In 
the  next  line  to  the  one  quoted  above,  the  words  "these  holy  and 
magnanimous  laws"  occur.  Now  it  may  occur  to  others  as  to  me, 
I  see  nothing  holy  or  magnanimous  in  these  laws.  Like  all  others 
with  which  we  have  been  endowed  by  the  Creator,  they  may  be 
said  to  be  holy  but  hardly  magnanimous,  which,  compounded  of 
two  Latin  words,  a?iimus  (spirit)  magnus,  (large,  great),  must  mean 
if  anything,  high  spirited,  great  spirited,  large  spirited;  hardly  a 
description  to  apply  to  a  law  "inexorable  and  unconscious." 

Page  551.  "Being  guided  by  our  intellectual  and  moral  qualities 
in  .all  the  ways  of  life,  it  would  seem  rational  that  we  seek  to  better 
the  human  race,  by  developing  our  intellectual  conscious  nature." 
I  have  never  noticed  what  is  here  taken  for  granted,  as  a  well 
known  fact,  that  "we"  (doctors)  are  "guided  by  our  intellectual 
and  moral  qualities  in  all  the  ways  of  life"  any  more  than  other 
people,  and  when  we  are,  I  make  no  question,  we  will  do  as  the 
Doctor  thinks  we  ought,  in  the  direction  indicated. 

I  am  about  through  with  a  painful  duty;  how  painful,  few  can 
realize.  It  is  true,  I  have  called  attention  to  a  few  things  only,  on 
the  ten  pages,  as  a  specimen  of  the  prize  essay.    There  are  hun- 
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dreds  of  others  just  as  objectionable  to  good  sense,  taste,  and,  in 
fact,  all  the  qualities  that  go  to  make  up  a  common  sense  readable 
essay,  such  as  this  aspires  to  be.  The  other  seventy-four  pages  are 
of  about  a  whatness — dull,  dead,  poorly  expressed  platitudes  of 
what  everybody  knows  in,  and  out  of  the  profession,  set  forth  with 
a  nourish,  as  of  oracles.  Ever  and  anon,  he  goes  a  step  or  two 
from  the  beaten  track,  only  to  be  caught  and  entangled  in  the 
brushwood  of  the  unknown  region,  into  which  he  imprudently 
ventured,  and  from  which,  he  hastens  back  to  the  safe  highway. 
What  Cams,  in  his  controversy  with  Hahnemann,  as  quoted  by 
Bartholow,  says,  of  homoeopathy,  is  equally  true  of  the  prize  essay: 
"Whatever  is  new  is  not  true,  and  what  is  true  is  not  new." 

I  conclude  with  some  excerpts  just  by  way  of  giving  specimens 
of  the  style,  beginning  where  the  book  happens  to  be  open  before 
me.  "While  the  questions  (I  italicize  the  beauties  in  the  turn  of 
expression  and  vigor  of  thought)  may  not  have  the  scientific  ring 
usually  sounded  by  the  physicist  and  biologist  of  modern  times"; 
(they  certainly  have  not)  "yet  they  are,  however,  of  great  moment 
(to  Dr.  Briggs  and  no  one  else)  and  must  be  looked  to,  if  we  would 
be  scientific  in  all  the  term  implies."  (Why  certainly,)  "The  scien- 
tific physician  is  the  guardian  of  the  human  race."  (In  the  name 
of  all  the  gods  at  once,  upon  what  meat  do  we  doctors  feed  that 
we  have  all  at  once  become  so  great?)  "Men  and  things  are  his, 
and  upon  his  acquirements  and  prompt  action  depends  the  char- 
acter of  all  subsequent  physical  and  mental  states"!!!  I  had  no 
idea  I  belonged  to  so  royal  a  profession.  Fool  that  I  have  been, 
not  to  have  realized  my  position  sooner;  but  the  fact  is,  I  have 
gone  through  life,  and  become  an  old  man,  feeling  I  was  no  better 
than  other  people.  Why,  our  grandams  would  not  know  us.  "How- 
ever, more  will  be  said  upon  this  part  of  our  subject  further  on. 
Suffice  it  to  say,  that  we  must,  with  the  prese?it  lights  before  us,  ham- 
per and  paralyze  our  will  power  and  conscience,  if  we  stand  quietly 
by  with  stoical  indifference,  in  the  midst  of  such  profound  results." 
What,  good  doctor,  is  going  to  happen  to  us,  if  we  let  people  attend 
to  their  own  business?  (Oh!  this  terrible  paralysis  of  conscience 
and  will  power!)  "These  reflections  merely  show  the  importance 
of  our  subject;  for  without  this  feeling  of  deep  interest,  we  will  not 
be  calculated,  with  all  our  boasted  learning  to  do  more  than  retro- 
grade to  the  primative  haunts  of  the  barbarous."    (Do,  Doctor, 
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save  us  from  the  primative  haunts;  who  has  boasted  of  learning  but 
yourself?  It  is  to  your  strong  arm,  and  learned  head  we  turn  for 
help.)  "Doubtless  some  will  say,  that  medical  science  has  only  to 
do  with  the  tangible.  This  being  true,  then  we  find  ourselves  liter- 
ally bewildered  with  a  myriad  of  forces  around,  in,  and  through  us, 
which  can  only  puzzle  and  confuse."  (Doctor,  this  is  true  of  us 
common  mortals.  We  do  know  nothing  of  these  forces,  only  as 
we  see  them  manifested  in  matter,  ("tangible")  but  not  so  you, 
Doctor,  you  need  not  "puzzle  and  confuse"  yourself  about  matter 
and  gross  facts,  but  just  lay  hold  of  the  pure  forces  and  put  them 
in  harness,  and  make  them  work  for  human-kind,  and  keep  us  all 
from  those  "haunts  of  the  barbarous." 

"Now  it  seems  to  me  that  a  logical  production  based  upon  a  clin- 
ical experience  relative  to  the  action  or  law  existing  between  the 
mind  and  body,  is  a  step  in  the  proper  direction!!!!"  (What  apro- 
found  discovery  and  how  beautifully  expressed.  Oh!  if  Carpenter* 
Maudsley,  Tuke,  Bain  and  Hamilton  had  had  this  profound  "logi- 
cal production"  before  them  when  they  were  writing  their  great 
works  on  this  subject!!)  "Yellow  [fever  and  cholera  will  scare  us 
into  the  most  immediate  and  enthusiastic  wildness."  (Oh!  if  I 
could  see  one  of  these  fellows  in  a  state  of  most  immediate  and  en- 
thusiastic wildnessf  Now  the  description  of  the  fellow  described 
in  the  next  sentence,  after  the  one  quoted,  "contracting  syphilis 
and  injecting  the  life-long  suffering^death-warrant  into  the  unborn 
innocents."  (I  know  about  how  these  fellows  look  in  these  opera- 
tions.) "And  so  it  is  to  right  ourselves,  by  pointing  out  our  certain 
disturbances,  now  affecting  us,  that  we  call  special  attention.  The 
economy  of  physical  and  mental  culture  lies  in  the  discovery  of 
all  abnormal  disturbances.  These  disturbances  are  now  pointed 
out  and  means  proposed  for  their  obliteration."  The  God  be 
blessed!    We  are  now  on  the  highway  to  the  Millennium! 

On  page  570  the  writer  of  the  Prize  Essay  gives  us  a  most  edify- 
ing bit  of  autobiography,  in  which  he  places  the  world  under  an 
immense  debt  to  him,  by  relating  of  what  he  was  conscious,  "while 
I  was  utterly  unconscious  "  (I  cannot  be  mistaken;  these  are  his 
words.  He  says  he  was  utterly  unconscious  and  comatose  four 
days  and  nights,  and  yet  he  has  the  goodness  to  tell  us  of  what  he 
"was  conscious"  while  "utterly  unconscious.") 

But  reader,  for  your  sake  I  stop;  there  are  hundreds  of  more 
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things  that  might  afford  matter  of  merriment,  but  this  will  suffice 
to  show  what  that  Prize  Essay  is. 

The  circumstances,  not  the  value  of  the  Essay,  (it  might  have 
passed  into  its  merited  oblivion)  have  dignified  it  with  this  notice. 
I  have  written  without  the  least  pains-taking,  interrupted  every  few 
minutes.  As  a  public  document  belonging  to  the  Texas  State  Med- 
ical Association,  I  have  simply  exercised  a  right  I  had  to  express 
my  opinion  on  this  remarkable  production;  in  doing  so  "nothing 
have  I  extenuated,  naught  set  down  in  malice."  For  the  writer  I 
have  cause  to  entertain  nothing  other  than  the  kindliest  feeling. 
For  the  Dallas  members  of  the  committee  I  hold  them,  as  they  are 
generally  held  in  the  community  in  which  they  live,  as  polished  or- 
naments of  society  and  as  professional  gentlemen. 

Before  signing  my  name  to  this  communication,  I  have  to  make 
this  proposition  to  Dr.  Briggs:  Submit  his  paper  to  three  recog- 
nized psycologists,  (I  care  not  who,)  say  Hammond;  Seguin,  of 
New  York;  Parrish,  of  Burlington,  N.  J.;  Everts,  of  Cincinnati; 
Jewell,  of  Chicago; — others  equally  qualified  can  be  chosen — he  to 
select  one,  the  President  of  the  Association  another,  and  the  third 
by  myself.  If  they  decide  his  a  Prize  Essay,  I  will  pay  him  $100 
additional;  if  not,  he  returns  the  $100  prize  money  to  the  treasury 
of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association. 

D.  R.  Wallace,  M.  D. 

Terrell,  Texas,  Dec.  10,  iS36. 


Office  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal,  \ 
December  20,  1886.  j 

Dear  Subscriber: — "Christmas  comes  but  once  a  year.'.  It  is 
here  now.  If  you  have  more  money  than  you  know  what  to  do 
with  we  would  suggest  that  we  have  not,  and  that  a  division,  at  least 
to  the  amount  of  one  subscription,  would  be  an  acceptable  Christ- 
mas gift.  This  is  the  season  for  renewal  of  subscriptions,  and  there 
could  not  be  a  more  appropriate  time.  We  continue  to  accept  pos- 
tal notes,  post-office  money  orders  and  bank  drafts;  and,  if  we  must, 
(as  a  special  favor,)  we  will  accept  a  limited  amount  in  currency, 
or  even  silver.    Don't  all  speak  at  once.    Yours  truly, 

D.'  T.  M.  J. 


AD  VER  TISEMENTS. 


PHILLIPS7  PALATABLE  COD-LIVER  OIL 

By  reason  of  its  high  standard  of  excellence,  reliability,  and  uniformity,  which  has 
been  maintained  since  its  introduction,  enjoys  the  confidence  of  many  physicians.  It 
exhibits  the  most  minute  division  of  the  oil-globules  yet  attained  in  an  emulsion, 
and  by  reason  of  its  perfect  misoibility  in  milk,  water,  or  other  fluid,  it  is 

easy  of  administration  or  assimilation 

As  it  presents  many  features  of  superiority,  physicians  still  unacquainted  with  it 
are  respectfully  urged  to  examine  it. 


ATTENTION  13  ALSO  ASKED  TO 

PHILLIPS'  DIGESTIBLE  COCOA. 

It  furnishes  a  reliable  article  of  diet  for  the  sick  room,  and  a  suitable  substitute  for 
Tea  or  Coffee  for  every  day  use.  The  fat  of  the  Cocoa  (usually  the  disturbing  ele- 
ment) is  herein  digested  by  means  of  Pancreatine,  and  there  is  none  of  the  feeling  of 
heaviness,  depression  and  headache  (so  common  after  drinking  the  ordinary  Cocoas 
or  Chocolates),  following  the  use  of  this  preparation.  It  makes  a  delicious  bever- 
age, and  is  nourishing  to  a  high  degree.  It  is  often  digested  when  milk  or  oth- 
er nutrients  cause  distress,  and  therefore  becomes  a  superior  food  in  irritable  condi- 
tions of  the  stomach.  

ZPZHULILYXIPS7 

PHOSPHO-SfitTBIilTEl  OF  O0ININE 

(COMPOUND). 

A  Reliable  General  Tonic  and  Antiperiodic.  We  are  now  introducing  this  elegant 
combination  of  our  Wheat  Phosphates,  with  Quinine,  Iron,  and  Strychnia,  and  ask 
an  examination  of  it  by  the  Medical  Profession.  It  will  be  found  efficacious  in  a 
large  class  of  Pathological  conditions.    Circulars  and  samples  supplied. 

Our  preparations  are  to  be  had  of  druggists  generally. 

MILK  OF  MAGNESIA  —An  Antacid. 

WHEAT-PHOSPHATES  (Acid).— A  Nutrient  Tonic. 

7h*  Chas.  H.  Phillips  Chemic!  Co.  30  Piatt  St.,  New  York. 


PHYSICIANS' 

Mutual  Benefit  Association. 

CHARTERED  APRIL  24,  1884.  (Exempt  from  Taxes.) 

Dr.  W.  A.  MORRIS,  Austin,  Texas,  President, 

Dr.  F.  E.  DANIEL,  Sec.  &  Treas.,  Austin,  Texas. 

HCir3*  A  Benevolent  Order,  intended  to  pro- 
vide a  fund  for  the  Widow  and  Children  of 
Physicians  who,  dying,  would  leave  them 
unprovided  for. 

THE  ONLY  CONDITIONS  TO  MEMBERSHIP— To  be  a  regular  physician  in 
practice,  and  in  jrood  standing'. 

THE  ONLY  EXPENSE— One  Dollar  a  year  paid  on  joining-  and  on  January  1st 
each  year  for  contingent  expenses,  and  One  Dollar  on  the  Death  of  each  member. 

Only  thi-ee  deaths  in  the  order,  to  date,  and  therefore,  only  three  assessments  of 
$1  each  have  been  made  on  the  members  in  nea.ily  three  years. 

The  active  membership  at  present  is  140. 

S.irely  this  o  gauization  should  have  ths  support  of  a  profession  that  lays  claim 
to  benevolence.  Three  widows  of  our  deceased  brethren  have  received  sums  at  least 
sufficient  to  pay  funeral  expenses,  to-w*t:  Mrs.  Park  $59,  Mrs.  Sayers  $113,  Mrs. 
Welch  $120. 

Send  One  Dollar  and  your  name,  and  name  of  beneficiary,  and  procure  jrour  cer- 
tificate of  membership  at  once.  No  more  to  pay  then,  till  January  1888  (  vhen  $1  will 
be  cue)  unless  a  death  occurs. 


AD  VER  TISEMENTS. 


Irsfori's  Acit  FlosflMe, 


[LIQUID.] 

Prepared  according  to  the  directions  of  Prof.  E.  N.  Hobsford,  of  'Cambridge,  Mas* 
^Universally  prescribed  and  recommended  by  physicians  of  all  schools. 


IN  DYSPEPSIA,  CONSTIPATION,  INDIGESTION, 

The  lining  membrane  of  the  stomach  when  in  a  normal  con- 
dition, contains  cells  filled  with  the  gastric  juice,  in  which 
phosphoric  acid  combined  with  lime,  iron,  potash,  etc.,  is  an 
important  active  principle;  this  is  necessary  to  a  perfect  diges- 
tion. If  the  stomach  is  not  supplied  with  the  necessary  gastric 
juice  to  incite  or  promote  digestion,  dyspepsia  wiil  follow  with 
all  its  train  of  incident  diseases.  The  only  known  acid  which 
can  be  taken  into  the  stomach  to  promote  digestion,  without 
injury,  is  phosphoric  acid  combined  with  lime,  potash,  iron, 
etc.,  i.  e.,  Horsford's  Acid  Phosphate,  which  is  hereby  offered 
to  the  public. 

Sick  Headache  and  Nervous  Prostration.— Ur.  W .  P.  Clothier,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  says: 
"1  know  it  to  be  beneficial  in  sick  headache  and  nervous  prostration." 

Beneficial  ResuVs  —Dr.  E.  J.  Williamson,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  says:  "  Marked  beneficial 
results  in  imperfect  digestion  and  diabetes  mellitus." 

Promotes  Digestion.— Dr.  W .  W.  Schofield,  Dr  lton,  Mass.,  says:  "It  promotes  diges- 
tion and  overcomes  acid  stomach. 

A  Good  Nerve  Tonic— Dr.  li.  S.  McCombs,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  says:  "I  used  it  in 
nervous  dyspepsia  with  success.  It  is  a  good  nerve  tonic." 

A  Wond  rful  Remedy  —Dr.  T,  H.  Andrew,  late  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy,  Jefferson 
Medical  College,  Phila.,  Pa.,  says:  "A  wonderful  remedy  which  gave  me  must  grat- 
ifying results  is  the  worst  forms  of  dyspepsia." 

Obstinate  Indigestion.  Dr  F.  G.  McGavock,  McGavoc,  Ark.,  says:  "It  acts  bene- 
ficially in  obstinate  indigestion." 

We  have  received  a  large  number  of  letters  from  physicians 
of  the  highest  standing  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  relating 
their  experience  with  the  Acid  Phosphate,  and  speaking  of  it 
in  high  terms  of  commendation.  Physicians  desiring  to  test 
Horsford's  Acid  Phosphate  will  be  furnished  a  sample  without 
expense,  except  express  charges.    Pamphlet  free. 

Prof.  Horsford's  Baking  Preparations, 

Are  made  of  the  Acid  Phosphate  in  powdered  form.    They  re- 
store the  phosphates  that  are  taken  from  the  flour  in  bolting. 
Descriptive  pamphlet  sent  free. 

RUMFORD   CHEMICAL  WORKS,   PROVIDENCE,   R.  I. 

Beware  of  immitntions  and  substitutes. 
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^VLeDICAL  J^EWS  AND  ^VilSCELLANY. 

PERSONAL. 

We  are  much  gratified  to  announce  that  Dr.  T.  J.  Tyner,  the  dis- 
tinguished oculist  of  San  Antonio,  has  decided  to  remove  to  Austin. 
The  position  of  oculist  to  the  several  State  institutions  here,  par- 
ticularly of  the  Blind  Asylum,  made  vacant  by  the  death  of  the  la- 
mented Matthis,  has  been  tendered  him  and  been  accepted.  Dr. 
Tyner  is  well  known  throughout  the  Southern  States  as  a  skillful 
and  successful  operator  on  the  eye,  and  his  reputation  as  an  oculist 
is  second  to  none  in  the  South.  He  gives  up  a  large  and  lucrative 
practice  at  San  Antonio  and  leaves  there  under  protest  of  the  en- 
tire community;  but  the  opportunities  presented  at  the  capital — the 
present  and  future  grandeur  of  the  beautiful  city,  with  its  social  and 
other  attractions — constitute  a  temptation  too  great  to  be  resisted. 
We  congratulate  the  profession  of  Austin  especially  in  the  acquisi- 
tion of  so  acceptable  an  addition  to  its  ranks.  The  Doctor  will  re- 
move on  the  first  of  January. 

AN  IMPORTANT  STEP  CONTEMPLATED. 

In  view  of  the  dangerous  proximity  of  the  cholera,  and  of  the 
urgent  necessity  for  prompt  steps  to  prevent  its  invasion  into  the 
Southern  States,  Dr.  Swearingen,  State  Health  Officer  of  Texas,  has 
written  to  Dr.  Jos.  Holt,  President  of  the  Louisiana  State  Board  of 
Health,  at  New  Orleans,  proposing  that  the  health  authorities  of 
Mexico  be  invited  to  meet  with  the  conference  of  health  officers 
of  the  Gulf  States  and  Tennessee,  soon  to  meet  in  New  Orleans,  as- 
suming, correctly,  no  doubt,  that  should  cholera  once  find  entrance 
into  Mexico  it  would  soon  spread  all  over  Texas  and  the  South. 
Dr.  Swearingen  proposes  thus  to  convert  our  Inter-State  Sanitary 
Conference  into  an  International  organization,  thus  widening  and 
strengthening  its  scope  and  powers.  Thus  co-operating,  it  is  pro- 
posed to  make  a  determined  fight,  and  to  bring  into  requisition  all 
the  powers  and  resources  known  to  modern  sanitary  science  against 
the  dread  scourge.  Dr.  Holt  thinks  well  of  the  proposition,  and 
having  congratulated  Dr.  Swearingen  on  the  conception  of  so  val- 
uable a  suggestion,  at  once  submitted  it  to  the  Presidents  of  the 
Boards  of  other  States.  It  is  thought  the  meeting  will  be  called  at 
once,  instead  of  in  May,  as  first  contemplated. 
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HYPODERMIC  MEDICATION. 

It  will  be  of  interest  to  the  profession  to  know  that  hypodermic 
tablets  of  all  the  standard  and  many  of  the  most  recent  drugs  suit- 
able for  hypodermic  use,  are  now  prepared  without  the  admixture 
of  any  foreign  substance  whatever,  (except  when  the  bulk  of  a  dose 
is  less  than  1-12  of  a  grain,)  thus  insuring  immediate  solution  and 
freedom  from  local  irritation.  To  the  list  manufactured  by  John 
Wyeth  &  Brother,  have  been  added:  Duboisinae  hydrochlor,  1-100 
and  1-60  gr.;  ditto,  with  morph  suL.gr.  1-8  and  1-4;  Hyoscy  aminae 
sulph.  1-100  and  1-60  gr.;  ditto,  with  morph  sul.,  gr.  1-8  and  1-4. 
Picro  toxini,  1-40  and  1-60.  Ditto,  1-S0,  with  strychnia  sul.  1-80 
gr.  Coninae  Hydroborm  1-80  and  1-100  gr.;  ditto,  with  morph  sul., 
gr.  1-6.  Curarinae  sulph;  Eserinae  sulph.,  Physostigminae  salicylas, 
Caffeinae,  Quin,  Bi  mur  et  uria,  etc.,  etc.  The  manufacture  of  tab- 
lets, containing  the  exact  dose  of  these  potent  drugs,  is  one  of  the 
greatest  advances  made  in  pharmacy  in  years,  and  one  of  the  great- 
est services  rendered  to  the  medical  profession  by  the  manufactur- 
ing pharmacist.  In  this  matter  John  Wyeth  &:  Bro.,  and  Park  Da- 
vis &  Co.  have  been  benefactors.  We  acknowledge,  with  thanks, 
a  sample  of  the  tablets  of  Hyoscyamine  from  the  former  house. 

DIED. 

In  Bartlett,  Williamson  county,  Texas,  on  the  22dult,  Mrs.  Mat- 
tie  Messer  Burger,  wife  of  Dr.  W.  M.  Burger,  of  that  place.  De- 
ceased was  a  native  of  Bell  county,  Texas. 

At  Jasper,  Texas,  September  14,  1886,  Mrs.  T.  M.  Stone,  wife  of 
Dr.  T.  M.  Stone.  The  circumstances  of  Mrs.  Stone's  death  were 
peculiarly  sad.  Three  weeks  after  confinement  she  was  attacked 
with  malarial  haemorrhagic  fever,  and  lived  only  three  days.  It  was 
the  most  malignant  attack,  the  Doctor  says,  that  he  ever  saw.  The 
little  infant  survived  the  mother  only  a  few  weeks.  We  tender  to 
our  friend  and  confrere,  the  bereaved  husband  and  father,  our  most 
sincere  sympathy. 

"  practice" 

Is  the  name  of  Dr.  A.  F.  Winn's  new  journalistic  venture.  It  is 
published  at  Richmond,  Va.,  the  "Sanitary  Monitor"  being  discon- 
tinued. We  have  received  the  first  number,  and  are  pleased  with 
its  appearance.    Success  to  the  Doctor. 


AD  VER  TISEMENTS. 


MEDICAL  SCHOOL  AND  HOSPITAL. 

Incorporated  by  Special  Act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York. 
S^ICL'J'SIVSliT    POE  G-3AETJATES  IfcviZZEIIDICI^TIS. 

Fifth  Year-Sessions  of  1886-7. 

 FACULTY"  

This  school  will  enter  upon  its  fifth  year  on  September  15th.  It  was  founded  by- 
members  of  the  Post-Graduate  Faculty  of  the  University  of  the  City  of  New  York, 
and  was  the  first  institution  in  the  United  States  to  present  a  systematic  system  of 
clinical  instruction  for  graduates  in  medicine. 

The  teaching  is  practical  and  thorough.  The  school  is  not  a  mere  clinic,  although 
all  the  lectures  are  clinical,  but  it  is  a  place  of  instruction  in  which  the  practitioner, 
by  actually  handling  the  cases  under  the  guidance  of  the  professors  aud  instructors, 
may  learn  the  use  of  instruments  for  examination  and  treatment,  and  observe  the 
effects  of  remedies.  Each  hospital  to  which  the  teachers  are  attached  forms  a  part 
of  the  field  of  instruction.  The  general  schedule  is  so  arranged  that  there  is  no  con- 
flict in  the  hours  of  attendance'of  the  professors.  The  clinics  begin  at  9  a.  m.,  and 
continue  until  6  p.  m  each  day.  Clinics  are  also  given  on  Tuesday,  Wednesday, 
Thursday  and  Friday  evenings,  and  the  Clinical  Society  of  the  School  meets  twice;  a 
month  on  Saturday  evenings  A  Dispensary  and  an  Hospital  form  a  part  of  this 
school,  with  one  ward  exclusively  for  infants,  which  has  been  lately  endowed  by  be- 
nevolent ladies  of  New  York  city.  Practitioners  may  enter  the  school  at  anytime. 
Win.  A.  Hammon,  M.  D  —Professor  of  Diseases  of  the  Mind  and  Nervous  System  and 

of  Medical  Electricity;  Surgeon-General  of  the  U.  S-  Army  (retired  list.) 
D.  B  St.  John  Roosa,  M.  D.,  LL.  D. — Professor  of  Diseases  of  the  Eye  and  Ear;  Sur- 
geon to  the  Manhattan  Eye  and  Ear  Hospital;  President  oi  the  Faculty. 
Fredrick  R.  Sturgis.  M.  D.— Professor  of  Diseases  of  the  Genito-Urinai*y  Organs,  and 

of  Venereal  Diseases:  Surgeon  to  the  Charity  Hospital. 
Clinton  Wagner,  M.  D.— Professor  of  Diseases  of  the  Nose  and  Throat;  Surgeon-in 

Chief  of  the  Metropolitan  Throat  Hospital 
Thos.  E.  Satterthwaite,  M.  D.— Professor  of  Pathology  and  General  Medicine;  Pathol- 
ogist to  the  Presbyterian  Hospital. 
Charles  D  Dana,  M.  D.— Professor  of  Diseases  of  the  Mind  and  Nervous  System,  and 
of  Medical  Electricity ;  Prof essor  of  Physiology,  Woman's  Med.  College;  Phj-sician 
to  Bellevue  Hospital 

M.  Josiah  Roberts  M.  D.— Professor  of  Orthopaedic  Surgery  and  Mechanical  Thera- 
peutics; Visiting  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  to  the  tiandall's  Island  Hospitals. 

Alexander  J.  C.  Skene,  M.  D.— Prof,  of  Diseases  of  Women;  Prof,  of  Diseases  of  Wo- 
men, L.  I.  Hospital  Med.  School;  Attending  Surgeon  of  the  L.  I.  College  Hospital. 

Andrew  H.  Smith,  M.  D.— Prof,  of  Clinical  Medicine  and  Therapeutics;  Attending 
Physician  to  the  Presbyterian  Hosp. ;  Consulting  Physician  to  the  Orthopaedic  Hosp. 

Wm.  Oliver  Moore,  M.  D.— Prof .  of  Diseases  of  the  Eye  and  Ear;  Prof,  of  Diseases  of 
the  Eye  and  Ear,  University  of  Vermont,  and  Woman's  Med.  College,  New  York 

William  F.  Flughrer,  M.  D.— Prof  essor  of  Clinical  Surgery;  Surgeon  to  Bellevue  and 
Mount  Sinai  Hospitals. 

Bache  vcE.  Emmett,  M.  D.— Professor  of  Diseases  of  Women;  Asst.  Surgeon  to  the 
New  York  State  Women's  Hospital. 

Edward  Kershner,  M.  D.,  U.S.N.— Prof .  of  Naval,  Military  and  State  Hygiene, 

Ambrose  L.  Ranney,  M.  D.— Prof,  of  the  Anatomy  and  Physiology  of  t.ie  Nervous 
System;  Prof,  of  General  and  Special  Anatomy,  University  of  Vermont. 

William  Henry  Porter.  M.  D.— Professor  of  Clinical  Medicine  and  Pathology,  Curator 
of  the  Presbyterian  Hospital. 

George  Henry  Fox.  M  D.— Professor  of  Diseases  of  the  Skin;  Professor  of  Derma- 
tology, College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  New  York. 

Stephen  Smith  Burt,  M.  D  — Prof,  of  Physical  Diagnosis;  Physician  to  the  Out-Door 
Department,  Bellevue  Hospital. 

Seneca  D.  Powell,  M.  D.— Prof,  of  Minor  Surgery. 

C.A.Von  Ramdohr.  M.D.— Prof,  of  Obstetrics;  Physician  to  the  German  Poliklinik. 
Horace  T.  Hanks,  M  D.— Professor  of  Diseases  of  Women;  Asst.  Surgeon  to  the  New 

York  State  Women's  Hospital. 
Lewis  S.  Pilcher,  M.  D. — Professor  of  Clinical  Surgery. 

H.  J.  Garrigues.— Prof,  of  Obstetrics;  Surg,  to  the  Maternity  and  German  Hospitals. 
Herber  G.  Lyttle,  M.D.— Asso.  Professor  of  Genito-Urinary  Diseases,  and  of  Venereal 
Diseases 

Graeme  M.  Hammond,  M.  D.  —Asso.  Prof,  of  Diseases  of  the  Mind  and  Nervous  System. 

J.  R.  Nilson,  M.D.  — Asso.  Prof,  of  Diseases  of  Women. 

G.  B.  Hope,  M.  D.— Asso.  Prof,  of  Diseases  of  the  Nose  and  Throat. 

SAMUEL  LLOYD,  Asst.  Scc'y.  FREDERICK  S.  STURGIS,  Secy  of  the  Faculty 

Please  mention  DanieVs  Medical  Journal.  226  East  20th  St.,  New  York  City. 
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TO  PHOFESSIOIT  OP  TE^-^-S  I 

J'Te  Desire  to  Call  Your  Attention  to 

Natures  Own  Remedy — The  Great  Deobstruent! 

Massaiietta  Water,  the  aqua-vitae  long  sought  found  in  the 
great  Shenandoah  Valley  of  Virginia.  It  cures  MALARIA  in  all 
its  Protean  Forms,  and  thoroughly  removes  its  effects  from  the  sys- 
tem— such  as  Headache,  Neuralgia,  Torpid  Liver,  Dropsy,  En- 
larged Spleen,  Loaded  Urine,  General  Debility,  Dyspepsia,  Palpita- 
tion of  the  Heart,  etc.,  etc. 

It  is  a  most  efficient  Diuretic  and  Deobstruent.  Its  efficacy  has 
been  attested  by  thousands  of  physicians  all  over  the  United  States. 

Testimonials  from  Physicians  who?n  you  all  know — Dr.  Ralph 
Walsh,  Dr.  A.  Y.  P.  Garnett,  Dr.  Hill,  Dr.  Robert  Atkinson,  Dr.  C. 
C.  Gamble,  and  others. 

^*We  are  determined  to  introduce  this  great  remedy  into  Texas, 
and  we  cordially  invite  you  to  give  it  a  trial,  being  satisfied  that 
you  will  find  it  a  most  valuable  addition  to  your  therapeutic  re- 
sources in  the  treatment  of  malarial  blood-poisoning.  Write  for  in- 
formation— analysis  by  Prof.  Mallett — and  special  terms.  Not  only 
MALARIA  in  all  its  manifestations,  but  Chronic  Diarrhoea,  Dyspep- 
sia, Dystnenorrhoea,  Ainenorrhoza,  Leucorrhcea  and  even  Gonorrhoea 
are  cured  by  the  use  of  this  water  alone. 

DR.  A.  Y.  P.  GARNETT,  OF  WASHINGTON,  D.  C,  SAYS: 
He  regards  Massanetta  a  specific  in  malarial  troubles,  and  has  obtained  most 
gratifying  results  where  used  as  a  diuretic. 
[We  quote  and  refer  to  him  by  permission.] 

Baltimore,  June  10,  1886. 

I  very  cheerfully  recommend  the  use  of  the  Massanetta  Water  as  a  curative 
agent  in  the  treatment  of  malarial  fevers. 

I  have  used  it  with  decided  benefit  in  my  own  case,  and  have  employed  it  with 
patients  for  the  past  three  years  with  good  results. 

D.  CALDWELL  IRELAND,  M.  D.,  256  N.  Howard  Street. 
1328  New  York  Avenue,  Washington,  D.  C,  July  9,  1886. 

I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  I  believe  the  Massanetta  the  most  valuable 
diuretic  water  I  have  ever  prescribed. 

In  one  case  of  suppression  of  urine  and  consequent  uremia,  the  patient  voiding 
but  four  ounces  of  urine  in  each  twenty-four  hours,  I  prescribed  Massanetta  Water 
after  all  other  remedies  had  failed.  Through  its  action  I  secured  a  flow  of  fourteen 
ounces  in  the  first  twelve  hours  after  commencing  its  use,  and  the  patient  recov- 
ered.   I  have  noticed  marked  and  speedy  benefit  in  cases  of  functional  indigestion. 

During  the  past  fifteen  years  I  have  been  able  to  notice  its  effect  upon  many 
patients  who  drank  it  at  the  Spring  or  after  its  transportation  in  glass.  They 
were  all  benefitted.  Respectfully,  RALPH  WALSH.  M.  D. 

Special  inducements  offered  Texas  Physicians  to  give  this  Water 
a  trial.    Mention  Daniel's  Texas  Journal. 

SCHAEERS  MLNERAL  WATER  DEPOT, 

1 010  F.  Street,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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FOUND  AT  LAST. 

It  is  claimed  (Philadelphia  Medical  Times)  that  experiments  by 
Dr.  Osier  have  demonstrated  the  correctness  of  the  observations  of 
Levaran,  Macchiafava,  Oelli,  Colgi,  Sternberg  and  Councilman, 
and  confirm  the  claim  that  at  last  a  micro-organism  peculiar  to  ma- 
laria has  been  found.  The  organism  belongs  probably  to  the  flag- 
gelate  infusoria,  and  is  observed  not  only  in  the  febrile  stage,  but 
also  in  the  apyrexia;  and  its  presence  is  likely  to  be  of  value  in  di- 
agnosis. The  organism,  like  that  of  dengue,  found  by  McLaughlin, 
occupies  the  blood  cell  as  well  as  the  plasma. 


THE  NEW  REMEDY  FOR  TETANUS. 

It  is  claimed  by  Dr.  Carlisle,  of  Greenville,  Ohio  (Cleveland 
Medical  Gazette)  that  urethran,  given  hypodermically,  two-grain 
doses,  increased  to  four  grains  in  the  second  hour,  partially  con- 
trolled the  convulsive  movements  in  a  case  of  traumatic  tetanus  to 
which  he  was  called  five  days  after  the  appearance  of  the  malady. 
The  Doctor  thinks  if  it  had  been  given  earlier  it  might  have  been 
more  successful.  He  recommends  physicians  to  be  prepared  with 
a  supply  of  the  alkaloid  (whichj'is  soluble  and  [non-irritating)  to 
meet  cases  of  strychnine  poisoning,  urethran  being  said  to  be  the 
physiological  antidote  to  that  drug.  Dr.  C.  thinks  urethran  is  the 
coming  remedy  for  tetanus,  and  that  it  is  certainly  worthy  of  a  more 
extended  trial  in  that  condition,  especially  as  all  known  remedies 
have  failed  to  control  it. 


QUARANTINE. 

The  Governor  of  Texas  has  very  promptly  quarantined  against 
South  America,  and  our  health  authorities  will  take  every  precau- 
tion to  prevent  the  cholera  from  getting  a  foot-hold  in  this  State,  as 
it  did  seventeen  years  ago. 


MARRIED. 

Robertson-Leppold — At  Lockhart,  Texas,  November  10,  1886, 
at  the  home  of  the  bride's  parents,  Dr.  H.  S.  Robertson  of  Cedar 
Creek,  Texas,  to  Miss  Lizzie  Leppold. 

Law-Barton — At  the  residence  of  the  bride's  mother,  in  Salado, 
Sunday,  November  21,  Dr.  Jarrett  D.  Law  and  Miss  Milda  Barton. 
The  groom  is  associated  with  Dr.  Bob  Barton  in  the  practice  of 
medicine,  and  is  universally  liked.  The  bride  is  a  woman  of  cul- 
ture and  quite  popular.  The  Journal  extends  its  heartiest  con- 
gratulations. 
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THE  INTIMATE  CONNECTION  BETWEEN  AREAS  OF  LOW  BAROME- 
TER,  AND  THE  PREVALENCE  OF  EPIDEMICS  OF  NON- 
CONTAGIOUS DISEASES. 


By  T.  C.  Osborn,  M.  D.,  Cleburne,  Texas. 

For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 

I FIND  it  very  difficult  to  frame  an  apology  for  failing,  accord- 
ing to  my  promise  to  furnish  an  article  for  the  December  issue 
of  your  Journal,  for  on  attempting  the  task,  I  was  confronted  with 
the  all  important  fact  that  other  meteorological  influences  were, 
perhaps,  quite  as  necessary  in  the  work  as  the  barometer,  thermom- 
eter, wind-vane,  and  rain-guage,  which  were  the  only  instruments  I 
possessed  for  making  weather  observations.  And  now,  at  this  late 
day,  I  am  constrained  by  these  circumstances,  to  appeal  to  your 
generous  forbearance,  and  to  ask  you  to  accept  at  present  a  letter 
as  introductory  to  the  subject,  which,  if  my  life  is  spared, 
I  may  have  a  greater  abundance  of  evidence  for  substantiating 
the  opinions  that  are  herein  announced.  In  the  performance  of 
that  task,  I  crave  the  liberty  of  asking  your  influence  with  the  pro- 
fession in  Texas  for  corroborative  assistance,  to  the  end  that  the 
work  may  be  accomplished  satisfactorily  to  science,  and  to  the  State 
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in  which  the  discovery  emanated.  The  cost  of  a  corrected  Green's 
thermometer,  a  sensitive  aneroid  barometer,  rain-guage,  and  wind- 
vane,  is  so  trifling  that  the  most  indigent  physician  in  the  State  can 
bear  it  without  injury  to  himself  and  family,  and  the  pleasure  of  re- 
cording tri-daily  observations  on  these  instruments  will  amply  com- 
pensate him  for  the  investment.  This  duty  leads  one  very  soon  to 
anticipate  the  changes  of  the  weather,  and  teaches  the  intelligent 
physician  when  it  is  best  to  weaken  or  strengthen  the  vital  forces 
of  his  patients,  aside  from  the  indications  presented  by  the  system, 
in  the  diseases  which  he  is  employed  to  relieve;  especially  if  he  is 
at  the  same  time,  as  no  doubt  all  are  doing,  making  a  conscientious 
record  in  a  book  for  that  purpose,  of  each  case  coming  under  his 
observation  for  treatment.  But  if  there  should  unfortunately  be 
one  amongst  them  so  shamefully  derelict  in  his  obligations  to  the 
profession,  and  sluggishly  negligent  of  the  imperative  duties  he 
owes  to  his  clientelle,  I  hope  he  will  permit  me  to  assure  him  that 
the  pleasure  he  will  derive  from  keeping  such  records  as  these,  will 
repay  him  a  thousand-fold  for  the  care  and  trouble  he  has  taken  in 
the  work. 

The  main  object  of  this  letter,  therefore,  is  simply  to  announce 
the  inferences  I  have  drawn  from  a  four  years  meteorological  and 
medical  sources  of  observation  in  this  area,  and  to  solicit  physici- 
ans everywhere  in  the  State  to  unite  with  me  in  tabulating,with  this 
view,similar  observations  for  monthly  comparison  at  a  central  sta- 
tion; and  I  know  of  no  better  station  for  such  a  grand  work  than  in 
Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal,  provided  the  editor  will  kindly 
consent  to  its  insertion,  and  supervise  and  arrange  the  tabulation 
in  the  best  manner  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  readers  of  his 
pages. 

As  far  as  the  meteorological  observations  are  concerned,  I  have 
no  reason  to  doubt  the  willingness  of  the  Signal  Service  Department 
to  furnish  "blank  forms"  to  physicians  in  every  neighborhood,  pro- 
vided it  may  receive  monthly  summaries  in  return  for  such  favors; 
and  with  these  forms  the  trouble  of  making  observations  will  be 
reduced  to  its  minimum  quantity.  But  the  Department  will  not 
furnish  instruments  to  voluntary  observers.  This  stinginess  on  the 
part  of  the  Commissioner  is,  doubtless,  due  to  the  "penny  wise  and 
pound  foolish"  opposition  of  Congress  in  appropriations  for  this 
grandest  science  in  the  whole  domain  of  scientific  literature;  and  is 
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the  more  to  be  deplored  by  suffering  humanity,  if  the  announcement 
I  am  making  should  prove  to  be  a  true  hint  in  the  right  direction. 

It  is  not  possible,  with  so  few  instruments  as  I  possess,  to  arrive 
at  a  satisfactory  solution  of  the  question  of  the  direct  relationship 
between  diseases,  and  certain  conditions  of  the  weather;  but  there 
are  high  probabilities  in  my  favor  of  appreciating  the  approach  to 
the  solution,  when  I  see  that  a  similarity  in  the  movements  of  the 
atmosphere  in  this  area,  are  constantly  followed  by  a  tendency  to 
definite  displays  of  epidemic  diseases  amongst  the  people  with 
whom  I  am  associated.  This  is  quite  as  true  as  my  ability,  through 
a  series  of  faithful  observations,  to  refute  the  foul  slander  so  often 
repeated  that  "no  one  can  tell  any  thing  of  the  weather  in  Texas." 
In  truth,  there  is  as  much  regularity  in  the  weather  in  this  State,  as 
in  any  other,  if  I  may  take  barometrical  evidence  for  granted.  As 
atmospheric  areas  are  very  numerous,  and  very  often  of  limited  ex- 
tent in  circumference,  there  is  but  little  that  is  wonderful  in  the 
slander;  and  I  feel  quite  confident  that  the  day  is  not  distant  when 
the  laws  of  the  atmospheric  currents  which  wc  breathe,  will  be  as 
well  understood  as  the  surface  upon  which  we  stand.  But  before 
that  day  arrives,  and  to  hasten  its  coming,  it  is  not  only  necessary, 
but  highly  important  that  the  physicians  of  Texas  should  arm  them- 
selves— at  least  one  in  each  neighborhood — with  meteorological 
instruments,  and  work  concertedly  upon  the  problem  that,  at  pres- 
ent, seems  so  mysteriously  abstruse.  Each,  and  all  of  them,  are 
fully  cognizant  of  the  influence  of  weather  disturbances  upon  hu- 
man health  and  longevity,  and  each  and  every  one  of  them  ought 
to  be  held  responsible  by  their  clientelle  for  criminal  neglect  of 
professional  duty,  who  fail  to  inform  themselves  of  the  laws  of  such 
disturbances,  so  as  to  be  able  to  instruct  others  in  the  best  method 
of  protecting  those  over  whose  health  they  are  the  chosen  custo- 
dians. 

Nor  is  this  all.  The  strong  hand  of  the  law  should  be  laid  with 
no  gentle  pressure  upon  that  physician  who  is  derelict  in  keeping 
a  faithful  record-book,  in  which  is  conscientiously  stated  the  clini- 
cal history,  and  every  thing  else  connected  with  the  disease  of  which 
he  is  at  the  time  writing,  not  merely  for  his  own  use,  but  as  well  for 
the  noble  profession  of  which  he  is  a  member.  He  well  knows  that 
medical  facts  accumulate  only  by  logical  deduction,  the  force  of 
which  is  to  be  strengthened  or  weakened  by  subsequent  experience. 
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If  the  foregoing  postulates  are  granted,  no  physician  should  be 
permitted  to  practice  medicine  who  is  too  ignorant  or  too  lazy,  to 
observe  the  weather,  or  to  trust  only  to  memory  as  a  record  of  the 
diseases  he  has  daily  to  meet.  Yet  how  often  are  seen  physicians 
in  the  court-room,  who  make  affirmations  to  details  before  a  jury 
from  memory  alone,  even  where  life  itself  is,  perhaps,  at  stake ! 

But  now,  after  such  an  apologetic  episode,  I  hope  you  will  still 
bear  with  me  in  my  attempt  to  disclose  "the  evidence  of  the  faith 
that  is  within  me."  Neither  is  it  probable,  I  trust,  that  you  will 
tire  over  the  humdrum  statistics  which,  believe  me,  are  essentially 
necessary  to  a  full  explanation  of  the  position  adopted  in  this  dis- 
cussion. 

The  city  of  Cleburne,  the  county  seat  of  Johnson,  has  a  popula- 
tion of  upwards  of  5,000  souls;  is  790  feet  above  the  gulf  level,  and 
is  located  upon  lands  lying  between,  and  just  above  the  junction  of 
East  and  West  Buffalo  creeks.  Geographically  it  is  situated  in 
latitude  32  0  25  m.  north  and  longitude  97  0  18  m.  west.  On  the 
northeast,  east,  southeast,  and  south  for  many  miles  in  extent,  the 
soil  is  made  up  of  coarse  sand,  the  land  is  undulating  and  heavily 
covered  with  timber;  whilst  the  northwest,  west,  and  southwest  is 
an  extensive  undulating  prairie  land,  barren  of  timber  as  far  as  the 
sight  can  reach,  only  along  the  various  streams,  amongst  which  are 
the  Nolan  and  Brazos  rivers,  where,  in  many  places,  the  forest  is 
abundant  enough  to  supply  fire-wood  for  many  years  to  the  dense 
population  in  their  immediate  vicinities.  All  the  streams,  and 
there  are  quite  a  number  of  them,  each  trending  towards  the  south, 
have  gravelly  beds,  and  the  fall  is  so  great  that  freshets  can  last  but 
a  few  hours,  leaving  lagging  pools  sometimes  a  mile  or  more  in 
length,  in  which  the  water  supply  is  abundant  enough  for  stock 
purposes  even  during  fearful  droughts,  because  they  are  fed  by 
numerous  and  apparently  inexhaustible  springs. 

This  picture  has  a  healthy  outlook,  and  according  to  the  county 
statistics,  it  is  so  in  reality. 

During  my  residence  here  for  the  last  four  years,  I  have  been  in- 
dustriously occupied  in  medical  and  meteorological  observations, 
but  owing  to  much  imperfection  in  the  weather  tables  for  1883,  I 
am  unwilling  to  include  that  year  in  the  series,  only  so  far  as  the 
statement  is  concerned  in  medicine,  in  which  was  observed  an  un- 
usual number  of  cases  of  a  septicemic  character;  and  very  many 
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cases  of  congestion  of  the  kidneys.  These  conditions  were  appa- 
rent to  every  observer;  so  much  so,  that  our  urinometers  and  mi- 
croscopes were  held  in  almost  constant  service.  I  am  very  sure 
that  I  saw  more  cases  of  kidney  troubles  in  that  year  alone,  than  in 
all  my  experience  before. 

Septic  complications  were  remarkably  abundant  in  all  cases  of 
lying-in  rooms,  and  in  surgical  wards  it  was  rare  to  find  them  en- 
tirely absent.  But  whether  these  various  troubles  were  due  to  at- 
mospheric low  pressure,  I  have  not  the  evidence  in  my  imperfectly 
kept  record  of  that  year  to  determine.  It  is  certain,  however,  that 
the  same  seasons  in  which  they  occurred,  our  city  and  the  surround- 
ing country  had  an  unusual  number  of  cases  of  malarial  fevers, 
hardly  any  place  escaping  the  infliction;  which  goes  a  great  way 
towards  a  conviction  that  bacterial  life  was  very  active,  and  there 
can  be  but  little  doubt  of  the  prolonged  existence  of  low  barometer, 
not  only  in  this  area,  but  also  in  the  counties  immediately  surround- 
ing us.  It  is  now  an  admitted  proposition  that,  bacilli  are  most 
prolific,  as  well  as  most  destructive  in  their  habits,  during  a  low 
condition  of  the  atmosphere.  We  are  better  able  in  this  way  to 
account  for  the  continual  prevalence  of  the  yellow  fever  of  the 
South,  because,  at  and  near  the  equator,there  is  a  much  lower  pres- 
sure of  the  atmosphere  than  at  the  tropics  and  the  poles.  In  fact, 
the  yellow  fever  declines  in  violence  as  it  approaches  tropical  re- 
gions, and  unless  the  contagion  meets  with  a  favorable  pabulum  in 
the  form  of  atmospheric  low  pressure,  it  rarely  progresses  beyond 
the  30th  degree  of  north  latitude,  even  without  a  shadow  of  quaran- 
tine surveilance  to  obstruct  its  march.  Whereas,  on  the  other 
hand,  whenever  the  barometer  steadily  indicates  a  pressure  below 
a  normal  reading,  the  infection  flies  through  the  most  rigid  quaran- 
tines, in  spite  of  the  best  directed  efforts  to  prevent  it.  How  long, 
think  you,  would  the  contagion  of  yellow  fever  live,  under  one  of 
our  brisk  northern  blasts,  such  as  we  frequently  have  in  Texas? 
The  "northers,"  as  we  call  them,  are  precisely  the  opposites  of  low 
barometer,  and  constitute  one  of  the  greatest  blessings  an  all  wise 
Creator  confers  upon  human  existence.  If  we  value  long  and 
healthy  life,  for  this  blessing  we  ought  never  cease  expressing  our 
grateful  recognition;  for  without  their  reanimating  influences,  lon- 
gevity could  have  no  possible  existence  except  in  imagination.  For 
a  short  time  during  each  norther,  the  diathermacy  of  the  atmosphere 
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is  almost  as  perfect  as  it  is  on  the  highest  American  altitudes,  and 
the  few  mouthfuls  of  pure,  cold,  fresh  air  is  more  acceptable  to  the 
nervous  and  vascular  systems  of  men  and  animals,  and  richer  in 
healthful  ingredients,  than  that  of  all  the  other  hygienic  possibili- 
ties combined.  High  barometer  in  this  sense,  means  high  life  to 
the  healthy,  and  renewed  hope  to  the  consumptive  invalid.  The 
reason  is  plain.  Microphytic  life  in  atmospheric  high  pressure  is 
then  at  its  minimum  capacity,  and  bacillary  energy  is  in  a  great 
measure  arrested  by  the  inervation  due  to  the  rarity  and  purity  of 
the  atmosphere. 

This  mode  of  reasoning  correctly  explains  the  tabulated  statistics 
of  the  mortality  from  phthisis  pulmonalis,  showing  the  least  number 
of  deaths  in  the  late  autumn  season,  and  greatest  percentages  in 
the  middle  spring  months.  These  sad  fatalities  of  the  spring  sea- 
son, are  directly  dependent  upon  the  low  barometric  pressure  of 
that  season,  more  then  than  any  other  in  the  year,  and)  as  a  matter 
of  course,  there  are  more  enervating  influences  at  work  upon  the 
already  enfeebled  system,  than  during  the  seasons  of  atmospheric 
high  barometer,  such  as  I  have  stated  in  the  beginning  of  this 
paragraph. 

Low  barometer  means,  in  my  view  of  it,  asthma,  erysipelas,  neu- 
ralgia, diphtheria,  pneumonia,  rheumatism,  meningitis,  and  many 
other  afflictions;  besides  being  a  boquet  to  the  medical  man  within 
its  area. 

In  the  latter  part  of  February,  1884,  my  barometer  fell  to  28.90, 
and  the  temperature  at  the  same  time  was  60  0  .  On  the  page  of 
the  record  of  that  day,  (iSth)  I  mention,  "cloudy  morning,  fine 
afternoon;  lightning  northest  at  8  a.  m.;  sunset  in  bank  of  strati; 
cirri  abundant  at  intervals  all  day;  thunder  in  the  south  at  11  p.  m." 
This  quotation  is  prefatory  to  the  comments  to  be  made  on  the 
subsequent  spring  months,  and  is  important  as  a  pointer  to  the  kind 
of  weather  which  might  well  be  anticipated.  The  winter  had  been 
remarkably  severe,  and  serious  damage  was  observed,  in  many 
places,  to  the  grain  crops. 

For  March  the  mean  barometer  was  29.28;  thermometer  57  0  ; 
rainfall  6%  inches;  frost  on  the  2d  and  9th;  prevailing  winds  south, 
southeast,  southwest;  and  8  thunder  storms  during  the  month. 

April,  mean  barometer  29.23;  thermometer  60 0  ;  rainfall  3^ 
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inches;  frost  9th  and  23d;  prevailing  winds  northwest,  north,  north- 
east; and  10  thunder  storms. 

May,  mean  barometer.  29.26;  thermometer,  68  0  ;  rainfall,  5^ 
inches;  winds  northwest,  north,  northeast,  south,  southeast,  south- 
west; and  13  thunder  storms. 

June,  mean  barometer,  29.27;  thermometer,  750;  rainfall  10^ 
inches;  winds  southeast,  south,  southwest;  and  n  thunder  storms. 

July,mean  barometer,  29.22;  thermometer,  84;  rainfall  inches; 
winds  southeast,  south,  southwest;  and  2  thunder  storms. 

August,mean  barometer,  29.31;  (this,  I  think,  is  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  the  normal  reading)  thermometer,  85  0  ;  rainfall  inches; 
winds  south,  southeast,  southwest;  and  4  thunder  storms. 

September,  mean  barometer,  29.27;  thermometer,  81  0  ;  rainfall 
JjJ2  inches;  winds  south,  southeast,  southwest;  and  1  thunder  storm. 

The  total  means  for  the  seven  months  are:  barometer,  29.27; 
thermometer,  72  0  ;  rainfall  28^  inches  (an  excess  for  this  area); 
and  49  thunder  storms. 

Beginning  with  March  we  had  an  epidemic  of  such  diseases  as 
rheumatism,  meningitis,  pneumonia,  and  later  in  the  season,  say  in 
June,  after  these  had  subsided,  there  were  an  unusual  number  of 
cases  of  eczema,  with  quite  a  variety  of  other  dermal  afflictions; 
and  after  the  middle  of  August,  many  mild  cases  of  typho-malarial 
fevers. 

In  1885.  the  means  for  the  seven  months,  from  the  first  of  March 
to  the  first  of  October,  were  as  follows:  Barometer,  29.33;  ther- 
mometer, 71  0  ;  and  35  thunder  storms.  This  year  was  character- 
ized as  free  from  epidemic  diseases,  with  the  exception  of  a  sprink- 
ling of  dengue  in  September,  during  which  month  the  mean  barom- 
eter declined  to  22.29.  But  this  was  of  short  duration,  as  on  the 
4th  of  October  we  had  the  first  norther  of  the  season,  and  the  ba- 
rometer reached  29.49,  or  about  15  points  above  the  mean  normal 
reading.  During  the  summer  months  there  were  several  cases  of 
typho-malarial  fever,  but  hardly  any  other  regular  form  of  disease 
worth  noticing. 

In  1886,  the  mean  barometer  for  the  seven  months  from  March 
to  September  inclusive  was  29.29,  or  several  points  below  normal; 
whilst  the  thermometer  mean  for  the  same  time  was  71  0  ;  rainfall 
15^;  and  26  thunder  storms. 

In  April  began  an  epidemic  of  rotheln,  which  lasted  until  June, 


270        DANIEL'S  TEXAS  MEDICAL  JOURNAL. 


and  was  quickly  followed  by  epidemic  dengue,  that  continued 
broadcast  over  the  city  until  the  13th  of  the  following  November, 
at  which  time  we  had  our  first  killing  frost;  the  thermometer  stood 
at  24  °,  and  the  barometer  ran  up  to  29.69.  The  record  reads  as 
follows:  " Clear  sunrise,  killing  frost,  ice,  calm;  1  horizon  strati 
southeast  to  southwest;  cirro-strati  at  2  p.  m.;  cloudy  sunset,  and 
inappreciable  rainfall  at  8  p.  m." 

Of  the  non-contagious  epidemic  of  rotheln,  which,  with  very  rare 
exceptions,  was  confined  to  children,  there  were  four  deaths,  due 
mainly  to  imprudent  exposure  to  drafts  of  night  air.  Deaths  from 
this  mild  form  of  the  order  of  exanthemata,  is  exceedingly  rare,  and 
I  believe,  never  occurs  unless  from  the  cause  stated  above.  Hav- 
ing during  my  professional  career  observed  several  epidemics  of 
rotheln,  or  German  measles;  rosalina,  or  Italian  measles;  or  rose- 
ola, English  measles,  as  this  disease  is  variously  designated,  I  am 
not  at  all  disposed  to  agree  with  the  authorities  as  to  its  contagious 
nature.  On  the  contrary,  it  has  seemed  to  me  as  truly  atmospheric 
in  its  origin,  as  it  was  non-contagious  in  character.  It  is  generally 
confined  to  single  areas,  appearing  in  a  number  of  different  fami- 
lies at  the  same  time,  with  perhaps,  rarely  more  than  two  cases, 
and  very  frequently  only  one,  leaving  no  marks  of  infection  behind 
it,  even  where  there  were  a  number  of  subjects  in  the  same  house. 

But,  like  diphtheria,  which  is  contagious,  if  we  may  rely  upon  the 
testimony  of  respectable  physicians,  in  Europe  and  the  northern 
portions  of  the  United  States,  whilst  in  this  latitude  (32  0  N.,) 
where  I  have  been  often  associated  with  epidemics  of  it  for  nearly 
half  a  century,  there  is  not  the  least  evidence  to  me  of  its  infectious 
nature.  Often  enough,  I  have  known  only  one  out  of  a  numerous 
family  to  take  the  disease,  and  even  when  more  than  one  had  it, 
they  were  afflicted  almost  simultaneously,  with  results  strongly  simi- 
lar; that  is,  if  there  was  a  first  case  fatal,  the  others  were  quite  sure 
to  prove  fatal,  until  several  deaths  occurred  in  a  short  time  in  the 
family.  I  have  known  mothers,  and  two  or  three  of  their  children, 
to  be  stricken  with  diphtheria  at  nearly  the  same  time,  without  the 
remotest  probability  of  connection  between  these  cases,  and  those 
of  other  families  in  the  same  vicinity.  I  cannot,  therefore,  from 
my  individual  experience,  agree  in  the  opinion  that  diphtheria  is  a 
contagious  disease  in  this  latitude.  The  true  explanation  is,  I  think, 
to  be  found  in  the  theory  of  barometric  curves,  and  especially  with- 
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in  areas  of  low  barometer.  Why  not?  No  one  can  doubt  the  in- 
fluence of  atmospheric  low  pressure  upon  the  health  of  men,  as  well 
as  animals.  And  if  the  doubt  should  exist  in  the  minds  of  physi- 
cians, that  doubt  would  quickly  disappear  when  the  epidemic  met 
its  match  with  the  appearance  of  an  opposite  atmosphere  of  high 
pressure,  by  seeing  the  epidemic  arrested  at  once  in  its  course.  The 
same  thing  can  be  safely  asserted  as  to  the  epidemics  of  rotheln, 
dengue,  erysipelas,  pneumonia,  meningitis,  neuralgia  and  asthma* 
They  are  all  caused  by  atmospheric  low  pressure,  as  certainly  as 
they  are  modified,  or  arrested  by  an  opposite  condition  of  the  at- 
mosphere. 

It  is  my  custom  to  say  to  patients  afflicted  with  pneumonia  who 
are  breathing  with  difficulty,  especially  if  my  barometer  warns  me 
of  an  approaching  norther,  "be  patient  a  few  hours  longer,  and  you 
will  get  a  mouthful  of  pure,  fresh,  cold  air,  which  will  make  you  feel 
decidedly  better";  and  I  am  invariably  assured  at  the  next  visit  of 
the  correctness  of  the  prediction.  Early  in  my  practice,  I  was  in 
the  habit  of  surrounding  pneumonia  patients  with  a  heavy  bed  cov- 
ering, and  stopping  off  every  current  of  cold  air  from  the  room. 
But  the  case  is  now  very  different.  I  would  a  thousand  times  rather 
treat  the  disease  out  doors  than  in  the  stagnant  air  of  a  close  room. 

Of  late  years  it  is  unpleasant  to  my  feelings  to  differ  from  the 
standard  medical  authorities,  but  surely,  the  same  right  of  thinking 
for  myself  on  the  subjects  of  rotheln  and  dengue,  especially  as  they 
seem  to  claim  the  same  privileges  in  reference  to  their  classifica- 
tion and  contagious  character.  And  it  seems  to  me  that  modesty 
would  dictate  the  assertion  that  I  am  open  to  conviction,  whenever 
the  proof  is  amply  sufficient  that  my  position  is  wrong,  is  presented 
to  my  consideration.  But,  even  whilst  saying  this,  I  feel  confident 
that  such  evidence  will  not  be  offered  me  in  the  few  remaining 
years  of  my  life.  My  opportunities  have  been  ample  enough  during 
forty-six  years  of  professional  life  to  warrant  me  in  my  convictions 
of  the  non-infectious  nature  of  both  these  diseases,  and  especially 
as  my  observations  during  several  epidemics  have  been  mainly 
directed  towards  a  solution  of  that  question. 

In  conclusion,  I  will,  in  recapitulation,  offer  to  the  profession  the 
following  propositions,  namely  : 

1st.    Atmospheric  low  pressure  is  often  limited  to  small  areas.. 
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and  is  probably  the  cause  of  non-contagious  diseases  assuming  an 
epidemic  character  within  those  areas. 

2d.  It  is  more  in  the  number  of  such  diseases  than  in  the  conta- 
giousness, that  the  appearance  of  infections  exists,  as  it  is  difficult 
at  times  to  distinguish  the  difference,  owing  to  the  apparently  close 
intimacy  existing  between  the  frequently  recurring  cases  in  the 
same  vicinity. 

3d.  That  whatever  form  an  epidemic  may  assume,  it  is  quickly 
brought  to  an  end  by  an  opposite  condition  of  the  atmosphere,  or 
high  pressure  of  the  barometer,  if  continued  but  a  few  days,  and  is 
accompanied  with  strong  currents  of  cold  air. 

4th.  Dengue  strictly  belongs  to  Good's  class  iii,  Haematica;  Order 
iii  exanthematica;  and  Genus  i  enanthesis,  or  rash  exanthem.  It 
is  preceded  by  a  fever  for  a  definite  time  until  the  eruption  appears, 
and  this  in  turn  is  followed  by  desquamation;  fever  and  discomfort 
subsiding  with  the  appearance  of  efflorescence.  It  is  non-conta- 
gious, and  as  a  rule,  recurs  with  every  epidemic,  or,  if  preferred, 
creates  no  immunity  to  subsequent  invasions.  And,  judging  from 
my  observations,  it  requires  besides  low  barometer,  less  rainfall,  or 
humidity,  and  a  diminished  electrical  condition  of  the  atmosphere, 
for  the  production  of  the  epidemic. 

5th.  That  rotheln  epidemics,  as  well  as  a  variety  of  other  forms 
of  epidemic  skin  diseases,  non-contagious  in  character,  are  devel- 
oped only  by  atmospheric  conditions  similar  to  dengue,  and  like  it^ 
may  recur  in  the  same  area,  and  in  the  same  iudividuals  more  than 
once,  under  precisely  the  same  atmospheric  condition. 

And  now,  my  dear  Doctor,  having  laid  down  my  predicates,  and 
touched  gently  upon  what  I  believe  to  be  a  keynote  to  a  vast  field 
of  useful  information,  I  will  turn  the  paper  over  to  you,  with  the 
fervent  hope  that  you  will  consent  to  assist  me  in  arousing  a  deep 
interest  in  the  profession  in  every  portion  of  the  State;  so  that,  be- 
fore a  decade  has  passed,  we  shall  have  an  abundance  of  evidence 
to  rely  upon  as  to  the  truth  or  falsity  of  my  theory. 


1 
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A  CASE  OF  PLACENTAL  PRESENTATION. 

By  S.  L.  Lowry  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Sau  Antonio,  Texas. 


WAS  hurriedly  called  on  the  morning  of  28th  inst.  to  see  Mrs. 


1  C.  who,  I  was  informed,  was  threatened  with  miscarriage,  and 
was  suffering  very  great  pain.  On  reaching  the  house,  I  found  a 
woman,  seven  months  pregnant,  of  rather  small  size  and  frail  ap- 
pearance, lying  in  bed,  and  complaining  of  a  very  intense,  constant, 
heavy,  aching  pain  in  the  right  lumbar  region.  On  inquiry  I  learned 
that  she  had  been  in  good  health  until  the  beginning  of  the  present 
attack,  which  came  on  at  1  o'clock  of  the  night  just  past,  and  had 
persisted  up  to  the  present  time.  On  examination,  the  os  uteri  was 
found  in  a  nomal  condition,  and  there  were  no  indications  that 
uterine  contractions  had  begun.  The  thermometer  registered  102  0 
in  the  axilla,  the  bowels  had  been  moved  during  the  night,  but  the 
urine  had  not  been  passed  for  twelve  hours.  I  was  exceedingly 
puzzled  to  know  the  cause  of  the  pain.  After  removing  the  urine 
with  a  catheter  and  preserving  it  for  further  examination,  I  admin- 
istered a  hypodermic  of  morphine,  and  ordered  a  bromide  and 
chloral  mixture  to  be  taken  until  I  should  return  in  the 
afternoon.  About  5  o'clock  I  was  hastily  summonsed 
again,  and  was  told  by  the  messenger  that  instead  of 
being  relieved,  she  had  steadily  grown  worse  since  my  last  visit.  I 
hastily  repaired  again  to  the  house,  and  found  my  patient  seemingly 
suffering  the  most  excruciating  pain.  Its  character  and  location 
were  the  same  as  had  been  described  in  the  morning,  but  the  in- 
tensity seemed  greatly  increased.  Her  temperature  had  arisen  to 
105  0  and  her  small  thready  pulse,  blanched  appearance,  and  de- 
pressed condition  seemed  to  portend  immediate  dissolution.  I 
administered  another  hypodermic  of  morphine,  and  after  waiting 
a  few  minutes  for  its  quieting  effect,  I  proceeded  to  make  a  second 
vaginal  examination.  I  found  the  os  soft  and  dilatable  but  not 
open,  and  on  gently  insinuating  my  finger  through  the  internal  os, 
I  was  startled  by  a  sudden  rush  of  blood,  which  flowed  freely  from 
the  uterus  until  fully  a  pint  had  been  lost.  In  a  minute  the 
hemorrhage  had  partially  ceased,  and  on  further  examination  I  now 
for  the  first  time  discovered  that  I  had  a  case  of  Placenta  Proevia  to 
deal  with.    I  immediately  informed  the  husband  of  the  gravity  of 
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the  situation,  and  summoned  medical  aid  in  the  person  of  Dr.  H. 
D.  Barnitz,  who  made  an  examination,  and  confirmed  my  diagnosis. 
After  the  administration  of  chloroform  by  Dr.  B.,  I  inserted  my  right 
hand,  well  oiled,  into  the  vagina,  and  after  gradually  dilating  the  os 
uteri  with  my  fingers,  and  detaching  the  placental  attachments  on 
one  side,  I  succeeded  in  introducing  my  hand  into  the  uterus,  and 
grasping  both  feet  of  the  child  between  my  fingers.  I  soon  brought 
down  its  body,  and  delivered  the  woman  in  a  few  minutes  and  with 
very  little  loss  of  blood.  Reintroducing  my  hand,  I  loosened  the 
remaining  placental  attachment,  and  brought  away  the  after-birth 
complete.  On  recovering  from  the  chloroform,  she  seemed  in 
comparative  comfort,  and  I  left  her,  after  ordering  five  grains  of 
quinine  every  four  hours,  and  administering  half  drachm  of  Fluid 
Extract  of  Ergot  hypodermically.  At  my  next  visit  her  tempera- 
ture was  normal,  and  I  now  consider  her  out  of  danger,  and  in  a 
fair  way  to  a  speedy  recovery. 

I  report  the  case  not  only  on  account  of  the  comparative  rarity 
of  such  cases,  and  the  danger  attending  them  ;  but  more  particu- 
arly  on  account  of  the  very  severe  pain,  and  high  fever,  which  at- 
tended it,  thus  presenting  two  dangerous,  and  unlooked-for  compli- 
cations. 

The  extreme  pain  and  great  prostration  were  probably  due  to 
the  loss  of  blood,  and  the  pressure  caused  by  its  retention  in  an 
over-distended  uterus  ;  but  why  the  pain  should  be  referred  to  the 
right  lumbar  region  I  am  unable  to  determine.  Whether  the  rise  of 
fever  was  due  to  the  same  cause,  or  some  other  complication  I 
leave  to  the  better  judgment  of  those  who  have  had  more  experi- 
ence in  such  cases  than  myself. 


Correspondence. 

poisoning  by  morphine  — successfully  treated  with 

strychnia. 

Letter  From  Dr.  W.  M.  Barry,  Abilene. 

Editor  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal  : 

AT  your  request  I  submit  a  brief  report  of  the  case  of  mor- 
phine poisoning,  of  which  I  made  mention  in  my  last.  It 
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occurred  in  April,  (1886).  I  neglected  to  take  notes  at  the  time — 
understand  I  claim  no  priority  in  this  treatment.  Having  failed 
under  the  old  line  of  treatment  with  Belladonna,  (atropia)  and 
having  read  the  report  of  two  or  three  cases  successfully  treated 
with  nux-vomica,  by  Dr.  A.  C.  Davidson  of  Sharon,  Georgia,  and 
nux  vomica  or  strychnia  being  a  more  rational  antidote,  I  made 
up  my  mind  to  give  it  a  trial  on  the  first  opportunity.  As  it  hap- 
pened the  first  case  presenting  itself  was  a  fine  one  for  experiment. 

Case — Old  man  A.  aged  69.  A  drunkard  for  forty  years,  had 
been  on  a  debauch  for  eight  or  ten  days  ;  and  his  domestic  rela- 
tions being  very  unhappy,  concluded  he  would  end  his  career  by 
morphine.  As  best  ascertained  he  took  about  four  gra.  of  sul.  mor- 
phia. When  first  discovered,  he  was  in  a  profoundly  comatose  state 
with  contracted  pupils,  stertorous  breathing,  &c.  In  fact  a  typical 
case  of  opium  narcosis.  I  was  called  at  once.  I  asked  Dr.  L.  A. 
Grizzard  to  go  with  me,  and  we  found  him  in  the  above  condition. 
We  at  once  used  %  gr.  apomorphia  hypodermically,  also  used  a 
stomach  pump,  but  all  to  no  effect.  By  this  time  we  were  com- 
pelled to  produce  artificial  respiration  to  prevent  death.  Dr.  G. 
agreeing  to  the  use  of  strychnia,  remained  with  the  case  while  I 
went  to  the  drug  store  and  had  this  R  put  up.  Strych.  sul.  gr.  j. 
Acetic  Acid,  z  j.  Agua.  Dist.  z  j.  Of  this  we  used  30  dr  every 
twenty  minutes,  giving  Strych  Sul.  gr.  hypodermically  every 
twenty  minutes  till  the  one  gr.  was  given,  without  any  appreciable 
effect.  I  had  the  prescription  duplicated,  doubling  the  dose  of  the 
strychnia  which  gave  ^  gr.  to  the  dose.  In  about  twenty  minutes 
after  the  first  administration  of  this  last,  the  old  man  had  a  tetanic 
convulsion  which  lasted  probably  one-half,  to  one  minute — not  hard. 
After  this  passed  off  he  relaxed,  the  surface  became  warm,  and  he 
began  breathiug  without  aid  ;  and  in,  I  suppose,  an  hour's  time 
was  able  to  answer  questions,  and  begged  that  we  cease  the  flaggel- 
lation  ;  and  in  three  hours  was  joking  about  the  case,  declaring  his 
intention  of  accomplishing  his  purpose,  that  he  was  sorry  they 
found  us,  next  time  he  would  hide,  &c.    He  still  lives. 
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jSoCIETY  JMOTES. 


THE  CENTRAL  TEXAS  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

The  Central  Texas  Medical  Association  met  at  10  o'clock  Tues- 
day, Jan.  nth  according  to  adjournment,  President  F.  M.  Pitts  in 
the  chair,  and  Secretary  H.  L.  Taylor  present.  Roll  call  disclosed 
a  quorum  present.  The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read 
and  approved.  The  president  called  for  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  credentials,  named  at  the  meeting,  October,  1886.  The 
committee  appeared  to  be  absent,  as  a  whole.  The  president 
appointed  Dr.  O.  I.  Halbert,  Dr.  A.  M.  Curtis  and  Dr.  R.  G.  Wil- 
liams, a  new  committee  on  credentials.  The  committee  reported 
favorably  on  applications  of: 

Dr.  R.  T.  Scott,  of  Perry. 

Dr.  Albert  Home,  of  Marlin. 

Dr.  J.  C.  Shaw,  of  Stranger. 

Dr.  H.  M.  Stewart,  of  Patrick. 

Dr.  Ben.  C.  Morgan,  af  Morgan  School  house. 
For  the  committee  on  arrangements,  its  chairman,  Dr.  H.  W. 
Brown  reported  that  the  committee  had  failed  to  secure  a  hall  for  a 
permanent  place  of  holding  the  Association's  meetings.    The  com- 
mittee was  discharged  from  further  duty  in  that  respect. 

Dr.  F.  M.  Pitts,  president,  then  delivered  an  able  address,  in 
which  he  recommended  a  revision  of  the  constitution  and  by-laws; 
and  also  the  formation  of  a  library,  museum,  laboratory,  and  the 
publication  of  a  medical  journal,  pointing  out  the  advantages  of 
each. 

The  address  received  the  undivided  attention  of  the  Association. 
At  its  conclusion  Dr.  J.  C.  J.  King  moved  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
president,  which  passed  unanimously. 

OTHER  BUSINESS. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  J.  H.  Sears  the  initiation  fee  was  reduced  from 
$5.00  to  #1.00  and  the  quarterly  dues  were  ordered  to  remain  at 
$1.00  per  quarter,  as  formerly.  It  was  also  ordered  that  at  future 
meetings  seven  shall  constitute  a  quorum.  The  resolutions  of  Dr. 
Sears  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  committee  on  constitution 
and  by-laws  in  order  that  the  alterations  may  be  made.    On  mo- 
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tion  of  Dr.  Sears,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  consider  the  sug- 
gestions contained  in  the  address  of  President  Pitts.  The  commit- 
tee appointed  consisted  of  Dr.  H.  W.  Brown,  Dr.  J.  C.  J.  King,  Dr. 
H.  L.  Taylor  and  Dr.  A.  M.  Curtis.  On  motion  of  Dr.  Halbert  it 
was  ordered  that  amounts  over  $1.00  paid  hitherto,  as  initiation 
fees,  be  passed  to  account  of  quarterly  dues  until  exhausted.  Ad- 
journed for  dinner. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  association  met  at  3  p.  m.  The  committee  on  credentials 
reported  favorably  on. 

Dr.  A.  M.  Douglass,  of  Oceola. 
Dr.  R.  R.  Weir,  of  Itaska. 
Dr.  W.  B.  Carpenter,  of  Mart. 

At  the  October  meeting,  Dr.  R.  P.  Tally  was  appointed  to  pre- 
pare and  read  a  paper  as  the  first  subject  at  the  present  meeting. 
He  did  not  report.  Dr.  W.  L.  Barker  being  second,  read  an  inter- 
esting outline  of  an  able  paper  on  "Typho  Malarial  Fever — so- 
called."  It  was  received  into  the  possession  of  the  association,  as 
its  property,  and  filed  with  its  archives.  Much  discussion  followed 
the  reading  by  Dr.  Barker.  Committee  on  credentials  reported 
favorably  on. 

Dr.  A.  H.  Snead,  of  Waco. 

Dr.  A.  M.  Armstrong,  of  Crawford. 

Adjourned  for  supper. 

AFTER  TEA. 

When  the  association  reassembled,  Dr.  H.  L.  Taylor,  secretary, 
presented  a  paper  sent  by  Dr.  H.  W.  Dudley,  of  Hillsboro,  on 
"Typho-Malarial  Fever — so-called."  Upon  motion  the  secretary 
read  Dr.  Dudley's  paper,  and  it  was  received  and  filed.  The  chair 
appointed  Drs.  Douglass,  Snead  and  Armstrong  a  committee  to 
select  subjects  of  discussion  for  the  next  meeting. 

Dr.  H.  L.  Taylor  read  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  presi- 
dent's address.    The  report  was  adopted.    It  reads  as  follows  : 

"We,  the  committee  appointed  to  report  on  the  president's  ad- 
dress, beg  leave  to  present  the  following  :  A  committee  of  three  be 
appointed  on  constitution  and  by-laws,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to 
revise  the  same.  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  on 
library  and  museum,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  solcit  specimens  for 
the  museum  ;  books,  periodicals  and  donations  for  the  equipment 
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of  the  library.  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  on  necrol- 
ogy." The  committee  asked  for  further  time  to  report  on  other 
portions  of  the  address.  The  report  was  adopted.  The  chair  ap- 
pointed Drs.  Brown,  Parsons  and  Howard  a  committee  on  consti- 
tution and  by-laws,  with  authority  to  revise  the  same,  and  to  make 
additions  thereto.  Drs.  Douglas,  Home  and  Ghent  were  appointed 
on  the  library  and  museum  committee.  Drs.  Snead,  King  and  Shaw 
were  appointed  a  committee  on  subjects  for  discussion  at  the  next 
meeting,  reported  as  follows  : 

Your  committee  appointed  for  the  purpose  or  selecting  subjects 
for  the  consideration  of  the  association  at  its  next  regular  meeting, 
beg  leave  to  report  "Puerperal  Eclampsia"  first,  and  "Dysentery" 
second,  as  the  subjects. 

After  running  talk  the  association  adjourned  to  meet  again  in  this 
city,  the  second  Tuesday  in  April 

OMITTED. 

It  is  omitted  in  the  above  report,  to  state,  that  Dr.  Snead  is  ap- 
pointed on  "Puerperal  Eclampsia"  and  Dr.  Douglas,  on  dysentery, 
to  read  papers  at  the  next  meeting. 


ACTION  OF  GALVESTON  MEDICAL  CLUB. 

To  His  Excellency,  L.  S.  Ross,  Governor  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Galveston  County  Medical  Club,  held  in 
Galveston  on  the  tenth  (10th)  day  of  January,  1887,  the  following 
resolutions  were  unaimously  adopted  ;  and  it  was  ordered  that  a 
copy  of  them  be  sent  to  his  Excellency  Gov.  Ross,  and  one  to  Dr. 
Swearingen.  Also,  that  copies  be  furnished  each  of  the  Medical 
Journals,  published  in  Texas,  the  Galveston  News,  and  Austin 
Statesman. 

Whereas,  Galveston  is  the  chief  sea  port  city  of  Texas,  and  is 
consequently  the  gateway,  through  which  the  most  dreaded  epi- 
demic diseases  might,  most  likely,  be  introduced  into  the  State  ; 
it  is  natural  that  we,  her  resident  physicians,  who  entertain  a  sin- 
cere interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  people  of  our  city  and  State, 
should  take  the  initiative  in  an  effort  to  co-operate  with  his  Excel- 
lency Gov.  Ross,  to  prevent  their  importation,  and  horrible  conse- 
quences. 
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Therefore  be  it  Resolved  :  1st.  That  to  further  this  end,  we 
believe  the  judicious  selection  of  a  State  Health  Officer  is  of  para- 
mount importance. 

2nd.  That  we  recognize  the  fact  that  an  officer  should  possess, 
not  only  the  highest  order  of  professional  qualification,  but  firm- 
ness, courage,  a  keen  moral  sense,  and  superior  judgment,  as  well. 

3rd.  That  personal  knowledge  enables  us  to  bear  testimony  to 
the  eminent  fitness  of  Dr.  R.  M.  Swearingen  of  Austin,  (the  present 
incumbent)  for  the  position ;  who  embodies  not  merely  the  profes- 
sional and  moral  qualities  enumerated,  but  an  extensive  experience 
of  yellow  fever,  cholera  and  small  pox.  Whose  heroic  services  at 
Holly  Springs,  Mississippi,  during  the  epidemic  of  1878  have  given 
him  fame,  which  should  endure  as  long  as  benevelence  has  a  name. 

4th.  That  we  appreciate  the  intelligent,  manly,  humane,  and 
efficient  manner  in  which  Dr.  Swearingen  has  performed  the  respon- 
sible duties  of  the  State  Health  Officer  during  the  past  six  years; 
and  feel  that  he  has  invested  it  with  a  dignity  which  can  only  be 
sustained  by  the  brightest  and  best  representative  our  State  can 
furnish. 

5th.  That  his  re-appomtment  would  maintain  the  feeling  of  con- 
fidence and  security  his  past  services  have  inspired  among  all 
classes  of  our  business  people;  and  of  satisfaction  and  pride  among 
the  members  of  the  medical  profession  throughout  the  States. 

6th.  That  we  earnestly  request,  on  behalf  of  the  Physicians  of 
Galveston,  to  whom  our  people  look  for  protection  against  pesti- 
lence, that  Dr.  R.  M.  Swearingen  be  reappointed  Health  Officer  of 
the  State  of  Texas  by  his  Excellency  Gov.  Ross. 

7th.  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  sent  to  his  Excellency 
Gov.  Ross. 

1  J.  F.  Y.  Paine,  M.  D. 
Committee  <  C.  W.  Trueheart,  M.  D. 

(  Edmond  Goldman,  M.  D. 
Hall  of  Galveston  County  Medical  Club,  | 
Galveston,  Texas,  January  10th,  1887.  j 


EAST  TEXAS  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 


The  second  session  of  this  organization  was  held  in  the  town  of 
Rusk,  on  the  4th  and  5th  of  January,  1887.    Ten  new  members 
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were  received,  making  the  total  membership  thirty-five,  about 
twenty  of  whom  were  in  attendance. 

The  word  regular  implies  the  qualification  for  membership.  No 
limit  as  to  territory.  No  fees  or  dues  required.  Expenses  defrayed 
by  tax,  per  capita.  All  students  and  practitioners  are  invited,  and 
the  public  is  welcome  to  attend. 

The  fraternity  at  Rusk  defrayed  all  expenses  of  the  visiting  mem- 
bers and  extended  other  liberal  courtesies,  for  which  a  vote  of 
thanks  was  returned.  Among  the  enjoyable  social  features  of  the 
occasion  were  an  address  of  welcome  by  Judge  J.  J.  Perkins,  and  a 
visit  to  the  penitentiary  under  escort  of  Rev.  Woolam  and  others. 

Dr.  T.  Y.  T.  Jameson,  of  Rusk,  was  elected  president.  It  was 
voted  that  the  Association  desired  representation  in  the  Texas  State 
Medical  Association. 

Several  interesting  medical  subjects  were  lengthily  discussed, 
especially  those  of  the  original  papers  read,  viz  :  "Forceps  De- 
livery" by  Dr.  J.  H.  Barham  ;  "Typho-Malarial  Fever,"  etc.  by 
Dr.  J.  E.  Mayfield  ;  "Malarial  Hematuria"  by  Dr.  J.  A.  Abney  ; 
"A  Case  of  Congenital  Urethral  Stricture,"  by  Dr.  W.  G.  Jameson. 

Papers  for  next  session  :  Puerperal  Fever  and  Antisepsis,  (held 
over  by  Dr.  J.  O.  Furlow)  ;Placenta  Praevia,  by  Dr.  A.  M.  Den- 
man  ;  Version  in  Delivery,  by  Dr.  G.  M.  Abney  ;  Chronic  Gastric 
Catarrh,  by  Dr.  J.  M.  Brittain  ;  Diseases  of  the  Rectum,  by  Dr.  J. 
O.  Lowrie. 

Next  session  meets  at  Timpson,  first  Tuesday  in  April,  1887,  at 
7  p.  m. 

Secretary  was  requested,  by  vote,  to  furnish  synopsis  of  proceed- 
ing to  Daniels  Texas  Medical  Journal  for  publication. 

J.  E.  Mayfield, 

Secretary,  E.  T.  M.  A. 
[The  papers  mentioned,  will  appear  in  next  number  of  the  Jour- 
nal.— Ed.] 


Practice  for  Sale. — We  call  attention  to^Dr.  Gregg's  card.  A 
knowledge  of  Spanish  not  necessary,  tho'  Dr.  G.  says  it  can  be 
acquired  easily,  in  a  short  time. 


AD  VER  TISEMENTS. 


iSTIBLS  COCOA. 


PHILLIPS'  PALATABLE  COO-LIVER  OIL 

By  reason  of  its  higii  standard  of  excellence,  reliability,  and  uniformity,  which  has 
beei.  maintained  since  its  introduction,  enjoys  the  confidence  of  many  physicians.  It 
exhibits  the  most  minute  division  of  the  oil-globules  yet  attained  in  an  emulsion, 
and  by  reason  of  its  perfect  miseibility  in  milk,  water,  or  other  fluid,  it  is 
easy  of  administration  or  assimilation 

As  it  presents  many  features  of  superiority,  physicians  still  unacquainted  with  it 
are  respectfully  urged  to  examine  it. 

ATTENTION  IS  ALSO  ASKED  TO 

PHILLIPS'  dig: 

It  furnishes  a  reliable  article  of  diet  for  the  sick  room,  and  a  suitable  substitute  for 
Tea  or  Coffee  for  every  day  use.  The  fat  of  the  Cocoa  (usually  the  disturbing  ele- 
ment) is  herein  digested  by  means  of  Pancreatine,  and  there  is  none  of  the  feeling  of 
heaviness,  depression  and  headache  (so  common  after  drinking  the  ordinary  Cocoas 
or  Chocolates),  following  the  use  of  this  preparation.  It  makes  a  delicious  bever- 
age, and  is  nourishing  to  a  high  degree.  It  is  often  digested  when  milk  or  oth- 
er nutrients  cause  distress,  and  therefore  becomes  a  superior  food  in  irritable  condi- 
tions of  the  stomach.   

PHILLIPS' 

PHOSFHO-MUAIjBLTE  of  quinine 

(COMPOUND). 

A  Reliable  General  Tonic  and  Antiperiodic  We  are  now  introducing  this  elegant 
combination  of  our  Wheat  Phosphates,  with  Quinine,  Iron,  and  Strychnia,  and  ask 
an  examination  of  it  by  the  Medical  Profession.  It  will  be  found  efticacious  in  a 
large  class  of  Pathological  conditions    Circulars  and  samples  supplied. 

Our  preparations  are  to  be  had  of  druggists  generally. 

MILK  O W  MAGNESIA  —An  Antacid. 

WHEAT-PHOSPHATES  (Acid).— A  Nutrient  Tonic. 

7/>o  Chos.  H  Phil  ips  Chemicl  Co. .  30  Piatt  St.,  New  York. 


THE  STANDARD  EMULSION  OF  COD  LIVER  OIL. 

The  ONLY  Preparation  of  its  class  that  will  net  SS?  ABATE  ncr  SPOIL  in  any  climate. 

IT  IS  MADE  FROM  THE  PUREST  NORWEGIAN  COJ)  LIVER  OIL,  COMBINED 
WITH  CHEMICALLY  PURE  HYPOPHOSPHITES  AND  GLYCERINE. 

It  can  be  tolerated  longer  by  children  and  persons  with  t  elicate  stomachs  than  any  other 
cod  liver  oil  preparation. 

Prescribed  and  endorsed  by  the  leading  physicians  in  the  U.  S.  and  other  Countries. 

Formula.  50  per  cent  of  Pure  Cod  Liver  Oil  6  prs  of  the  Hypophosphites  of  Lime,  and  3  grs.  of  the 
Hypophosphites  of  Soda  to  a  fluid  ounce.   Emulsified  with  Mucilage  and  Glycerine 

S.  &  B's  BUCKTHORN  CORDIAL,  SSSS 

Is  giving  universal  satisfaction  to  tho  profession,  for  its  mild  but  certain  and  efficient  cathartic  action. 
It  seems  to  he  almost  a  specific  for  habitual  constipation,  and  we  are  constantly  in  receipt  of  thr 
most  flattering  reports  regarding  it,  Tba  caie  we  use  in  its  preparation— having  the  bark  the  propel 
■age,  and  proper]  v  exhausted  -  males  it  always  reliable  in  its  action.  Be  sure  and  specify  S.  St  B's 
Buckthorn  Cordial. 

To  those  who  have  for  a:ay  reason  never  yet  tried  these  preparations,  we  will  be  pleased  to  send 
samples  fr*\e  by  express. 

SCO  TT  &  BOWNE,  Wife,  Chemists,  tS2  &  134  S.  5th  Ave.,  N.Y« 


AD  VER  TISEMENTS. 


fcfori's  Acid 


(LIQUID.) 


Prepared  According  to  the  Directions  of  Prof.  E.  N.  Horsford,  of  Cambridge,  Mass. 
 o — o  

FORMULA:— Its  analysis  shows  that  each  iluicl 
drachm  contains  5  \-2  grains  free  PHOSPHORIC 
ACID9  (P2O5)  and  nearly  4  grains  Phosphate  of 
Iiime,  Magnesia,  Iron  a  aid  Potash. 

Among  the  numerons  forms  of  Phosphorus  in  combination,  Horsford's  Acid 
Phosphate  seems  best  adapted  as  a  medicinal  remedy,  and  it  has  been  in  use  by 
the  medical  fraternity  of  the  United  States,  and  elsewhere  for  several  years,  with 
the  most  satisfactory  results,  in 

Dyspepsia,  Indigestion, 

Mental  and  Fhysical  Exhaustion,  Insomnia,  Nervousness, 
DIMINISHED  VITALITY,  Etc, 

Especially  serviceable  as  a  menstruum  for  the  administration  of  such  alk- 
aloids as  strychnia,  morphia,  quinia  and  other  organic  bases  which  are  us- 
ually exhibited  in  acid  combination. 

It  makes  a  Refreshing  and  Nutritious  Drink  in  Fevers. 

and  with  water  and  sugar  a  delicious  beverage. 

We  have  received  a  very  large  number  of  letters  from  physicians  of  the 
highest  standing,  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  relating  their  experience  with 
the  Acid  Phosphate,  and  speaking  of  it  in  high  terms  of  commendation. 

Physicians  who  have  not  used  Horsford's  Acid  Phosphate,  and  who  wish 
to  test  it,  will  be  furnished  a  sample  on  application,  without  expense,  ex- 
cept express  charges. 

j^UMFOI^p    pHEMICAL  ^OI\KS, 


PROVIDENCE, 


RHODE  ISLAND. 


-o — o- 


JTBeware  of  Imitations. 
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MINUTES  OF  THE  REGULAR  ANNUAL  MEETING  OF  THE  WEST 
TEXAS  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

By  Frederick  Terrell,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 

For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 

San  Antonio,  Texas,  January  i,  1887. 

At  the  regular  meeting  of  the  West  Texas  Medical  Association, 
the  following  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted  : 

"That  in  the  removal  from  our  midst  of  our  esteemed  friend  and 
fellow  member,  Dr.  T.  J.  Tyner,  we  deplore  the  loss  of  a  successful 
practitioner,  an  eminently  skillful  operator,  and  an  honorable  mem- 
ber of  the  profession,  and  we  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing 
our  high  appreciation  of  his  services,  in  this  association,  to  the 
cause  of  legitimate  medicine. 

Resolved,  That  he  carries  with  him  the  earnest  wishes  of  this  as- 
sociation for  his  health,  prosperity,  and  happiness. 

Resolved,  That  we  congratulate  the  members  of  the  profession  in 
Austin  on  this  valuable  accession  to  their  ranks,  and  the  State  In- 
stitution for  the  Blind  on  securing  the  services  of  so  competent  and 
able  a  surgeon. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  is  hereby  instructed  to  furnish 
copies  of  these  resolutions  to  the  Travis  County  Medical  Associa- 
tion, and  for  publication,  to  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal, 
and  the  Texas  Courier  Record  of  Medicine." 

Physicians  Mutual  Benefit  Association. — Received,  Benning- 
ton, Indiana,  of  Dr.  F.  E,  Daniel,  Secretary  Physicians'  Mutual 
Benefit  Association  of  Texas,  sight  draft  on  Swenson  &  Sons,  of 
New  York,  for  Si 20,  in  payment  of  death  benefit  due  Dr.  Albert 
Welch's  heirs  under  provisions  of  certificate  No.  134. 

Mrs.  Rebecca  Lucinda  Welch. 


Dr.  Wallace's  Review  of  the  "Prize  Essay"  T.  S.  M.  A.  which 
appeared  in  the  last  number  of  the  Journal  contained  some  errors, 
typographical  and  clerical,  to  which  we  wish  to  call  attention  here. 
"Wonter  Van  Twiller,"  read"  Wouter  Van  Twiller"  page  247  and  258; 
for  "sesquipedalin,"  read  "sesquipedalia,"  page  249 ;  for  Dick 
Hark  Tuke"  read  "Dick  Hack  Tuke";  for  Van  Kauk,"  read  "Van- 
der  Kolk,"  page  252  ;  for  "Cams,"  read  "Carus,"  page  256  ;  and  on 
page  254  seventh  line  from  the  bottom,  for  "God,"  read  "origin." 


Editorial-  Department. 


F.  E.  DANIEL,  M.  D„  Editor  and  Publisher. 


:COLLAEOEATCES  z] 


E  J.  Dorrino,  M.  D.,  Chicago. 
Geo.  Cupples,  M.  D„  San  Amonio. 
Odo  Beiz.  M.  D..  Germany. 
E.  J.  BeoR,  M.  £>.,  Fort  Worth,  Texas. 
T.  C.  04)  a  n,  M.  I).,  Cleburne,  Texas. 
Wm.  Penny,  M.  D.,  New  York. 


II.  0.  Marcy,  M.  £>.,  Ronton. 
C.  K.  Gregg,  M  .u.,  Mexico. 


R.  M.  Swearing*  n.  M.  D.,  Austin. 
C.  H.  WVkineem,  M.  D..  Galveston. 
J.  W.  McLaughlin,  M.  D.,  Austin. 
R.  H.  L.  Bibb,  M.  D.,  Mexico. 


S03IE  XEW  (?)  USES  FOR  CARBOLIC  ACID. 


The  man  who  first  made  carbolic  acid  was,  indeed,  a  benefactor 
to  his  race.  Its  uses  are  innumerable;  and  its  value  as  a  remedy  is 
but  half  known  and  appreciated.  There  is  no  one  remedy  in  the 
whole  Pharmacopoea  that  has  a  wider  range  of  application,  nor 
which  is  adapted  to  so  many,  and  such  diverse  pathological  condi- 
tions. Its  value  is  appreciated  in  many  forms  of  disease — but  we 
believe  it  is  not  generally  known  that  in  superficial  inflammations 
it  is  almost  a  specific.  We  see  Tannin — a  saturated  solution,  much 
praised  as  an  application  to  in-growing  nails — but  its  effect  is  noth- 
ing to  compare  with  the  prompt  and  satisfactory  action  of  pure  car- 
bolic acid.  The  inflamed  part  may  be  as  tender  and  as  sensitive 
as  an  inflamed  eye,  and  one  application  of  carbolic  acid,  poured 
or  dropped  from  the  vial  directly  on  it,  so  as  to  penetrate  under  the 
nail,  will  relieve  the  pain  almost  instantly;  and  if  applied  at  bed- 
time, next  morning  the  part  will  be  as  insensible  to  the  touch  as 
wood.  After  this,  the  corner  of  the  nail  can  be  clipped  oft",  or  al- 
lowed to  remain,  and  an  occasional  application  will  prevent  the  re- 
currence of  the  trouble. 

Almost  the  same  may  be  said  with  regard  to  bone-felons  and  or- 
dinary boils.  If  applied  early,  carbolic  acid  not  only  will  relieve 
the  pain,  but  will  prevent  the  formation  of  pus — will  dissipate  it. 
The  same  with  those  troublesome  things  called  "sty";  but  caution 
has  to  be  observed  here.  The  application  is  best  made  by  a  small 
pointed  stick — a  match-end,  trimmed  to  a  point.  Carbolic  acid  is 
recommended  for  freckles,  but  the  limited  trials  we  have  made  of 
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it  in  this  trouble  has  not  convinced  us  of  any  great  value.  The 
trouble  is,  it  will  destroy  the  epidermis,  and  with  it,  the  pigment 
will  be  removed;  but  it  is  apt  to  leave  a  spot  darker  than  the  freckle. 

Perhaps  the  greatest  value  carbolic  acid  possesses,  in  addition  to 
its  well  known  effect  in  hemorrhoids,  is  the  power  to  remove  warts — 
those  ugly,  horny  excrescences  which  often  disfigure  ones  hands. 
We  first  used  the  carbolic  acid  on  an  ugly  old  cracked-open, 
fissured  wart,  on  a  little  girl's  finger.  Three  applications 
caused  the  wart  to  drop  off,  leaving  a  clean,  healthy  surface,  and 
there  has  been  no  return.  Since  then,  we  have  removed  many; 
some  requiring  only  one  application;  and  one  of  those  ugly  pedun- 
culated warts  on  the  face.  We  have  had  several  to  drop  off  on 
being  touched  once  only;  ugly,  disfiguring  moles  also,  can  be  got- 
ten rid  of  by  this  means,  though  it  occasionally  requires  several 
applications;  and  if  the  mole  be  situated  on  a  tender  part  of  the 
body,  say  the  neck,  it  sometimes  makes  a  sore  for  a  day  or  so.  We 
do  not  claim  originality  in  the  above;  but  we  assert  that  we  have 
never  seen  any  mention  of  the  use  of  carbolic  acid  in  this  connec- 
tion, except  for  condylomata,  and  it  was  suggested  to  our  mind  by 
the  sensation  and  effect  produced  by  getting  a  drop  or  so  on  our 
hand,  accidentally.  To  relieve  itching,  it  is  also  powerful;  but  in 
most  cases,  the  remedy  is  worse  than  the  disease;  not  1  hat  it  is 
painful,  but  for  days,  there  is  a  sense  of  drawing,  of  tightness  of  the 
part  which  is  uncomfortable. 

A  good  deal  has  been  said  lately  about  the  erythematous  rash 
produced  by  Quinine.  We  are  in  our  own  person,  a  striking  illus- 
tration of  the  truth  of  the  claim  that  quinine  will  produce  such  a  rash, 
The  singular  part  of  our  case  is,  that  the  smallest  quantity  of  quin- 
ine (or  of  bark,  or  of  the  tincture)  will,  in  a  few  hours,  cause  a 
bright  red  eruption  on  the  skin,  in  irregular  circular  patches,  and 
they  invariably  make  their  appearance  in  the  same  places,  and  no 
where  else,  and  of  the  same  size  and  shape.  These  are  attended 
with  the  most  intense  itching,  such  that  scratcliing  will  allay  only 
for  a  brief  period.  One  of  these  torments  comes  in  the  palm  of  the 
hand  on  taking  the  minutest  quantity  of  quinine.  It  was  to  this 
palmer  rash  that  we  first  applied  the  carbolic  acid,  in  a  frantic  en- 
deavor to  get  rid  of  the  intense  pruritus.  It  was  a  success,  but  we 
were  ten  days  in  getting  rid  of  the  drawing  sensation,  and  before 
desquamation  took  place. 
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To  sprains  and  bruises,  especially  about  joints,  it  is  an  admirable 
application,  relieving  pain  at  once,  and  preventing  inflammation, 
and  unless  the  skin  be  very  tender  one  need  not  hesitate  to  paint 
the  part  very  lightly,  with  the  pure  acid;  it  will  rarely  blister  about 
the  hands  or  feet. 

Our  readers  will  do  well  to  try  this  remedy  in  in-growing  nails, 
for  we  can  assure  them  that  it  is  a  God-send  in  that  painful  affec- 
tion, and  as  a  wart-exterminator,  it  has  no  equal.  We  have  not 
tried  the  much  lauded  "small  doses  of  epsom  salts,"  for  we  have  no 
faith  in  any  thing  so  contrary  to  reason  and  common  sense. 


MINERAL  WATERS  IN  MALARIAL  DISEASES. 

The  value  of  mineral  waters  in  disease  is  no  longer  questioned  ;  it 
is  universally  recognized.  Hippociates  was  said  to  have  been  a  firm 
believer  in  its  efficacy.  In  America,  in  early  times,  it  is  known  that 
the  Indians  made  yearly  pilgrimages  to  certain  "healing  springs," 
and  to  this  day  the  reputation  of  certain  of  them  is  still  maintained. 
There  is,  in  particular,  one  near  Ocean  Springs,  Mississippi,  of 
whose  healing  powers  marvelous  tales  are  told.  That  certain  waters 
will  cure  and  thoroughly  eradicate  malaria  from  the  system  there 
is  abundant  testimony;  and  the  enterprize  of  the  genus  "Yankee" 
has  demonstrated  that  in  order  to  get  the  beneficial  effect  of  medi- 
cinal water,  it  is  not  necessary  to  go  to  the  Springs,  but  the  water 
may  be,  and  daily  is,  transported  in  bottles  and  barrels  to  great 
distances,  without  losing  its  curative  property. 

The  Massanetta  Springs,  situated  in  the  beautiful  Shenandoah 
Valley  of  Virginia,  near  Harrisonburg,  at  the  foot  of  the  Massanut- 
ten  mountain,  has,  for  more  than  fifty  years,  borne  a  reputation  as 
an  anti-malarial  water ;  and  from  an  analysis  of  its  water,  lately 
made  by  Professor  Mallett,  of  the  University  of  Virginia,  it  is  to  be 
readily  seen  that  the  reputation  is  well  founded.  Not  only  for 
malaria  is  it  useful,  but  for  the  thousand  and  one  sequellae  that  fol- 
low the  invasion  of  this  element  into  the  blood.  According  to  this 
analysis,  the  water  contains,  besides  86.67  Per  cent,  (to  the  gallon)  of 
nitrogen  gas,  and  8.44  of  oxygen,  (escaping  in  bubbles)  the  follow- 
ing solid,  constituents  :  calcium  carbonate  14.778,  magnesium 
6.949,  iron  (ferrous)  .375,  sodium  1.228,  manganese,  lithium,  am- 
monium-chloride, potassium  cloride,  potassium  sulphate,  arsenious 
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oxide  (in  salt),  phosphoric  acid,  silica,  alumina,  etc.,  in  decided 
quantities. 

Dr.  Billings  having  pointed  out  the  extensive  prevalence(P)  of 
malaria  in  the  South,  it  behoves  us  to  call  attention  to  a  remedy; 
and  we  suggest  to  our  physicians,  especially  those  in  the  bottoms, 
to  give  the  subject  of  mineral  waters  investigation,  and  to  try  the 
virtues  of  the  Massanetta,  so  universally  extolled.  Mr.  Shafer  au- 
thorizes us  to  say  that  he  will  deliver  a  barrel  of  this  water,  "free 
onboard,"  for  $5.00,  to  any  physician  in  Texas  who  feels  disposed 
to  give  it  a  trial.  We  all  know  that  there  occur  cases  of  chronic 
malarial  toxaemia  that  are  the  despair  of  the  physician,  and  on 
which  quinine  seems  to  have  no  effect.  Here  is  an  opportunity 
that  should  not  be  lost.  It  is  said  that  a  short  time  after  the  close 
of  the  war  a  petition,  signed  by  six  of  our  Major  Generals  and 
fourteen  Brigadier-Generals,  was  presented  to  Congress,  asking  the 
purchase  of  the  Massanetta  Springs,  with  a  view  of  establishing  a 
Military  and  Marine  Hospital,  being  described  as  "decidedly  res- 
torative in  that  class  of  chronic  diseases  which  entail  so  much 
persistent  ill-health  and  discomfort  upon  the  officers  and  men  of 
the  armies  and  navies."  Unfortunately  for  the  sailor  and  soldier, 
but  little  attention  was  paid  to  the  request,  and  the  Massanetta 
Springs  are  still  private  property,  and  are  now  beyond  price. 


DR.  OSISORX'S  PAPER. 

The  attention  of  readers  is  especially  directed  to  this  article  as 
well  worthy  of  a  careful  perusal,  It  will  furnish  food  for  abundant 
reflection.  We  regret  that  want  of  space  forbids  anything  like  a 
lengthy  comment  upon  it — hence  we  leave  our  readers  to  draw 
their  own  deductions.  Dr.  Osborn's  position  in  the  profession,  his 
long  and  close  observation  of  clinical  phenomena,  entitle  his  opin- 
ions on  all  medical  topics  to  great  weight,  and  for  more  than  a 
quarter  of  a  century,  his  contributions  to  current  medical  literature 
have  been  highly  appreciated  by  the  profession;  hence  in  this  matter? 
his  observations  (meteorological)  being  so  out  of  the  ordinary  prac- 
tice of  physicians,  and  his  conclusions  so  antagonistic  to  views 
which,  for  years,  have  been  accepted  as  orthodox,  we  look  to  see 
the  paper  arouse,  both  an  interest  in  the  important  subject  of  the 
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relation  of  atmospheric  pressure  to  epidemic  diseases,  and  a  con- 
troversy as  to  the  correctness  of  his  conclusions.  The  declaration, 
for  instance,  that  measles  and  dengue  are  non-contagious,  will  strike 
many  with  surprise  who  know  what  value  to  put  upon  the  opinion 
of  this  Nestor  in  medicine;  while  his  statement  that  his  observation 
extending  over  a  period  of  nearly  a  half  century,  convinces  him 
that  diphtheria,  though  generally  acknowledged  by  the  best  authori- 
ties to  be  contagious  in  Europe,  is  not  contagious  or  infectious  in  this 
latitude,  will  strike  many  with  surprise,  and  perhaps  lead  to  a  new 
line  of  thought  and  action  towards  this  dreaded  disease. 


"BAKING  POWDERS"  AND  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH. 

The  public  have  not  the  faintest  conception,  nor  even  the  medi- 
cal profession,  an  adequate  idea  of  the  extent  to  which  "  our  daily 
bread"  is  adulterated;  and,  so  cunningly  is  this  adulteration 
effected  in  some  instances,  that  not  always  do  the  "fittest"  articles 
of  food  "survive."  Many  spurious,  worthless,  even  dangerous 
preparations,  by  a  kind  of  latter-day  "  booming,"  acquire  a  popu- 
larity which  drives,  often,  purer,  better  articles  from  the  market,  on 
account  of  the  lower  price  at  which  they  can  be  sold.  Instances 
of  such  adulteration  are  constantly  being  brought  to  light  in  those 
States  where  the  Argus-eyed  Inspector  is  ever  on  the  alert.  Re- 
cently, in  New  York,  a  large  lot  of  "  pure  cider  vinegar  "  (T>  was 
seized,  and  on  examination,  was  found  to  consist  solely  r  •  water? 
acidulated  with  elixir  vitriol !  the  cheapest  commercial  ^2id 

The  adulteration  of  bread  is  more  injurious  to  public  health 
than  any  other  form  of  food  adulteration  ;  and  the  sharpers  "get 
in  their  work  "  most  effectually  through  the  medium  of  so-called 
"  baking  powders,"  with  which  the  market  is  flooded, — all  claim- 
ing to  be  the  best,  and  all  warranted  "free  from  adulteration." 

The  substances  most  used  for  this  nefarious  purpose  are  alum 
and  lime.  Alum  costs  about  2^  cents  per  pound, — lime,  almost 
nothing  ;  while  pure  cream  of  tartar,  of  which  these  articles  are 
claimed  to  be  composed,  costs  about  40  cents  :  hence  the  tempta- 
tion, and  hence  the  successful  imposition  by  means  of  lower  price, 
upon  the  unsuspecting.  Let  the  physician  contemplate  for  a 
moment  the  effect  which  the  daily  ingestion  of  lime  or  alum  must 
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have,  upon  the  general  health.  It  is  a  slow  poison,  but  a  sure 
one,  and  is,  doubtless,  one  of  the  most  prolific  causes  of  indiges- 
tion, dyspepsia,  &c,  and  of  kidney  disease ;  to  say  nothing  of  a 
large  class  of  nondescript  ailments,  which,  being  obscure,  are 
laid  to  "malaria,"  that  subtle  essence,  which,  like  the  "thief  in 
the  community,"  has  all  sins  laid  at  its  door.  Lime,  upon  being 
heated,  gives  off  a  small  quantity  of  carbonic  acid  gas,  which 
serves  to  make  the  bread  "rise;"  but  what  it  is  left? — quicklime, — 
a  powerful  caustic.  Imagine  the  effect  which  the  ingestion  of 
such  a  substance  daily,  for  a  long  period  of  time,  must  have  upon 
the  delicate  mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach,  especially  of  in- 
fants ;  and,  later  on,  that  of  the  bladder,  where,  doubtless,  minute 
particles  of  it  are  finally  deposited,  and  become  the  nuclei  of  the 
stone  in  the  bladder. 

Prof.  J.  W.  Mallett,  of  the  University  of  Virginia,  (late  of  that 
of  Texas),  says,  of  this  adulteration,  under  date  of  May  12,  '86  : 

I  have  looked  with  some  care,  into  the  question  of  the  admissi- 
bility of  alum  as  an  ingredient  of  baking  powders  to  be  used  in 
preparing  bread,  and  am  decidedly  of  the  opinion  that  both  the 
substance  (alum)  itself,  and  the  products  to  which  it  gives  rise  in 
the  course  of  making  of  bread,  are  injurious  to  health,  and  on 
that  account,  fall  into  the  list  of  such  food  accessories  as  should 
on  sanitary  grounds,  be  prohibited  by  law." 

The  attention  of  the  sanitary  officers  of  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment has  been  directed  to  this  matter,  and  Prof.  H.  A.  Mott, 
U.  S.  Gov't  Chemist,  made  an  analysis  of  over  one  hundred  speci- 
mens of  baking  powders  bought  in  open  market,  and  it  is  asserted 
that  every  one  that  was  examined,  with  one  notable  exception,  the 
Royal  Baking  Powder,  contained  either  alum  or  lime,  or  both  ;  and 
in  one,  12  per  cent.,  or  ^th  of  the  weight,  was  lime.  When  such 
a  conspicuous  exception  is  found,  amidst  so  much  fraud,  the  pub- 
lic and  the  medical  profession  should  show  their  appreciation  of 
it;  should  regard  it  as  a  benefaction;  and  a  part  of  the  care  exer- 
cised by  the  family  physician  on  behalf  of  the  health  of  his  con- 
stituency, if  directed  to  caution  against  such  insidious  adultera- 
tions, would,  doubtless,  prove  a  protective  measure  against  future 
ailments,  and  save  much  subsequent  trouble. 

Actuated  partly  by  curiosity,  and  partly  by  an  interest  in  the 
subject,  we  caused  an   examination  of  this  brand,  the  Royal 
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Baking  Powder,  to  be  made  by  a  competent  chemist,  and  assured 
ourselves  of  its  purity.  Doubtless  there  are  other  brands  which 
are  pure,  also,  or  nearly  so;  but  a  conspicuous  position  has  been 
given  this  one  in  particular,  by  published  analyses,  and  testimo- 
nials of  absolute  purity  by  such  men  as  Prof.  H.  A.  Mott,  Prof. 
G.  W.  Tucker,  Professor  of  Chemistry  in  the  Albany,  N.  Y.,  Medi- 
cal College  ;  Prof.  McMurtrie,  late  chemist  of  the  Agricultural 
Departmeut  of  the  U.  S.  Government  ;  and  by  Prof.  Mallett,  of 
the  Virginia  University,  well  known  to  all  Texans  as  a  thorough 
and  conscientious  chemist. 

It  is  not  claimed  that  all  baking  powder  adulterations  are 
harmful,  but  it  is  to  be  urged  that  there  is  great  danger  in  the  use 
of  those  miscellaneous  powders  which  flood  the  market,  whose 
contents  are  not  known,  or  are  of  doubtful  quality.  An  illustra- 
tion of  this  danger  is  given  in  the  following  paragraph,  which  is 
but  one  of  the  many  similar  reports  seen  in  the  public  press  : 

Wabash,  Ind.,  Jan.  5. — The  family  of  John  Wooster,  a  promi- 
nent citizen  of  Montpelier,  Blackford  county,  consisting  of  five 
persons,  were  poisoned  on  Monday  night  by  eating  biscuit  in 
which  had  been  used  a  very  inferior  quality  of  baking  powder. 
Two  hours  after  supper  the  entire  family  was  seized  with  terrible 
gripes,  and  their  intense  pain  not  to  be  alleviated.  The  patients 
have  grown  steadily  worse,  and  alarming  symptoms  have  appeared. 
One  of  the  children  is  dying,  and  the  remainder  of  the  family  is  in 
a  precarious  condition. —  Waco  Examiner,  Jan.  6. 

The  hope  is  cherished,  that  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  an 
intelligent  Board  of  Health  in  Texas  will  exercise  a  vigilance  in 
the  direction  of  food  adulteration,  in  the  interest  of  public 
health,  and  then  this  crime,  for  such  it  is,  will  be  punished  by  law, 
as  it  deserves  to  be. 


A  Reference  Hand  Book  of  the  Medical  Science. — Embracing 
the  entire  range  of  Scientific  and  Practical  Medicine  and  allied 
Science;  by  various  writers;  illustrated  by  gchromo — litho- 
graphs and  fine  wood  engravings.  Edited  by  Albert  H.  Buck, 
M.  D.,  New  York  City;  vol.  Ill,  New  York,  1886.  Wm.  Wood 
&  Co.,  56  and  58  Lafayette  Place.    Cloth;  812  pages. 
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This  is  the  3rd  volume  of  this  great  work.  Some  idea  may  be 
had  of  its  scope  when  we  reflect  that  it  is  to  be  complete  in  seven 
volumes,  and  this,  the  third,  only  brings  us  down  to  Fac-Hays — 
embracing  every  subject  connected  with  medical  and  sanitary 
science  between  those  letters. 

It  would  be  tedious  to  enumerate  the  subject  herein  treated  of, 
and  perhaps  unfair  to  specify  any  one,  where  all  are  so  fully  and  so 
ably  written  upon.  The  chapter  on  "The  Poisonous  and  Edible 
Fungi"  particularly  attracted  our  attention,  and  induced  a  careful 
reading;  perhaps,  from  the  fact  that  it  is  embellished  with  beauti- 
ful and  life-like  colored  lithographs.  Everything  that  is  known 
about  every  kind  of  mushroom  is  here  related:  How  to  distinguish 
the  poisonous  from  the  edible;  how  to  prepare  those  which  are  used 
for  food;  how  to  propagate  them.  A  description  is  given  of  their 
extensive  cultivation  for  market  in  Paris,  and  it  is  stated  that  they 
are  grown  from  seed  (?)  Champig7io?i  bla?ic — white  mushroom.  The 
perusal  of  this  chapter  will  interest  any  one.  The  chapter  on 
"Military  and  Naval  Hygiene"  alone  is  a  valuable  treatise,  and 
contains  a  vast  amount  of  useful  information.  Were  we  to  under- 
take to  "review"  this  work  as  it  deserves,  it  would  occupy  more 
time  and  space  than  we  can  afford  to  bestow.  We  will  say  this: 
No  physician's  library  can  be  considered  complete  without  it.  It 
is  by  far  the  most  important  work  issued  from  the  medical  press 
since  the  Surgical  History  of  the  War  (Rebellion?) 


Handbook  of  General  Therapeutics.  By  Prof.  H.  Von  Ziems- 
sen;  in  seven  volumes. 
We  have  received  the  fifth  volume  of  this  useful  work.  For  full 
description  of  the  work,  its  aim  and  scope,  the  reader  is  referred  to 
Vol.  I,  Nos.  2  and  6,  of  this  Journal.  It  is  being  published  uniform, 
in  cloth,  hy  the  celebrated  house  of  Wm.  Wood  &  Co.,  and  will  be 
finished  in  two  more  volumes.  No  physician  who  expects  to  keep 
fully  up  with  the  science  of  medicine,  should  fail  to  acquaint  him- 
self with  these  works,  which  contain  the  most  modern  views  as  to 
therapeutics  of  all  known  diseases. 


The  Pharmacopceia  of  the  United  States  of  America. — Sixth 
Decennial  Revision:  By  authority  of  the  National  Convention 
for  Revising  the  Pharmacopceia,  held  at  Washington,  D.  C,  A. 
D.  1883. 

To  undertake  a  "Review"  of  The  Pharmacopceia  at  this  late  day 
would  be  about  like  a  criticism  on  Blackstone's  Commentaries; 
and  to  give  an  opinion  on  its  merits,  would  be  about  as  presumptious. 
Nevertheless,  we  have  thought  it  would  not  be  amiss  to  point  out, 
for  the  information  of  our  readers,  some  of  the  important  changes 
which  have  been  made  in  this,  the  standard  authority  of  strength 
and  purity  of  drugs  and  medicines  for  the  guidance  of  physicians 
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who  order,  and  druggists  who  dispense  them;  seeing  that  there  are 
many  old  practitioners  who  are  not  aware  that  important  ehanges 
have  been  made  in  medicines  which  they  are  daily  prescribing. 
For  instance,  many  suppose  that  Dover's  Powder  is  still  made  with 
Sulphate  Potassa;  and  some  order  the  Chlorate  or  Bromide  substi- 
tuted; whereas  there  is  no  Potassa  of  any  kind  in  the  officinal  pow- 
der,— Sugar  of  Milk  having  been  substituted  for  the  Sulphate  Potas- 
sa,— both,  however,  are  equally  inert.  Or,  how  many  physicians 
are  aware  that  Laudanum,  as  now  made  by  the  new  U.  S.  P.  is,  by 
weight,  ten,  and  by  bulk,  fifteen  per  cent  stronger  than  formerly? 

We  don't  know  that  we  can  accomplish  our  object  better  than  by 
quoting  the  languageof  Lecture  i,  of  the  National  Institute  oy  Phar- 
mach,  on  the  subject,  as  follows.  Speaking  of  this  revision,  the 
Lecture  says  :    There  is 

"i.  An  absolute  alphabetical  arrangement,  dispensing  with  the 
so-called  "secondary  list." 

2.  The  adoption  of  a  nomenclature  to  conform  to  the  more 
recent  progress  of  botany,  chemistry,  etc.,  viz  : 

(a)  The  officinal  Latin  title  of  a  vegetable  drug  to  be  the  botani- 
cal genus  name  ;  i.  e.  Erythroxylon,  instead  of  Coca. 

(b)  The  officinal  English  title  to  be  the  scientific  botanical 
rather  than  the  vernacular, — i-e  Pilocarpus  instead  of  Jaborandi. 

(c)  The  Latin  names  of  alkaloids  to  terminate  in  ina,  correspon- 
ding with  ine  in  English,  i-e-Morph/;?^ — ine,  Quinina — ine,  instead 
of  Morphia,  Quinia,  etc.  Neutral  principles  to  terminate  in  mum 
English — in  ;  i-e,  Santon//////;/ — in,  etc. 

2.  The  adoption  of  parts  by  weight,  and  the  abandonment  of  all 
measures  of  capacity  ;  qnantity  being  expressed  by  weight.  This 
system  unlike  those  formerly  in  use,  specifies  no  definite  quantity, 
but  merely  the  quantity  by  proportion  of  different  component  parts. 
While  this  proportion  is  expressed  in  decimal  parts,  in  order  to 
harmonize  with  the  metric  (or  decimal)  system  of  weight,  it  never- 
theless can  be  applied  to  any  other  system,  such  as  avoirdupois, — 
provided  that  the  same  kind  of  weight  is  maintained  throughout  any 
operation  involving  its  use." 

A  further  resume  of  the  changes  which  have  been  made  since  last 
revision  (1870),  shows  that  sixty-three,  or  about  20  per  cent,  of  the 
primary  Hst,  and  forty-five,  or  over  half  of  the  "secondary  list,"  and 
one  hundred  and  twenty  "preparations"  have  been  dismissed  ;  and 
there  remain  now  nine  hundred  and  ninety-seven  substances  (crude 
drugs  and  preparations)  which  are  enumerated  and  described. 
These  were  formerly  divided  into  "Materia  Medica"  and  "Prepa- 
rations,"— the  former  class  being  either  crude  drugs,  or  were  fur- 
nished by  manufacturers  and  not  prepared  by  the  pharmacist :  the 
latter  class,  composed  of  processes  and  formulas  for  making  the 
"Preparations."    In  the  revision  this  arbitray  division  has  been 
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dropped,  and  the  wkole&xt  arranged  alphabetically,  as  stated,  which 
much  facilitates  references. 

The  required  strength  of  opium,  the  most  important  drug  perhaps 
in  the  list,  has  been  largely  increased  ;  it  must  now  contain  twelve 
to  sixteen  per  cent,  of  morphia  to  be  "officinal,"  against  ten  ("or 
over")per  cent,  in  the  older  list. 

Extract  aconite  is  now  made  from  the  root  instead  of  from  the 
leaves,  as  formerly,  and  is  therefore  stronger  ;  while  the  tincture 
of  aloes,  is  just  three  times  the  strength  of  former  editions. 

Quite  a  number  of  obsolete  and  unused  drugs  and  preparations 
have  been  dismissed  ;  and  a  new  department — Abstracta — has  been 
added.  These  consist  of  dry  powdered  extracts,  which  are  just 
twice  the  strength  of  the  corresponding  fluid  extract. 

There  has  also  been  added  a  "Table  of  Solubility,"  showing  in 
what  proportion  certain  drugs  will  dissolve  in  the  various  menstrua, 
a  very  important  addition,  and  one  which  physicians  would  do  well 
to  study,  since  we  are  informed  that  many  physicians  prescribe 
amounts  of  salts  and  other  drugs  which  will  not  dissolve  in  the 
amount  of  fluid  ordered.  This  leads  to  embarrasment  and  delay. 
There  has  also  been  added  to  each  important  chemical  described, 
a  reliable  test  for  purity. 

Every  live  physician  should  have,  and  keep  a  copy  of  the  U.  S. 
Pharmacopoeia  for  references.  Do  not  get  this  work  confounded 
with  the  vast,  bulky  dispensatory — it  is  a  small,  compact  book  of 
some  500  pages,  and  is  gotten  up  in  exquisite  style  by  the  house  of 
Wm.  Wood  &  Co.    Price,  S5.00. 


The  Journal  of  Comparative  Medicine  and  Surgery. — Since 
Dr.  Hummel  took  hold  of  this  Journal  as  publisher  there  has  been 
a  complete  revolution  in  its  management  and  the  mechanical  get- 
up.  It  is  greatly  improved  in  the  latter  respect,  while  the  scope  of 
its  work  has  been  made  broader;  and  the  field,  cultivated  in  de- 
tail, more  thoroughly  worked,  and  altogether  it  has  assumed  a 
more  scientific  aspect.  The  October  number  comes  to  us  illustra- 
ted with  colored  plates  and  wood-cuts,  and  an  engraved  portrait  of 
Thomas  Walley,  M.  R.  C.  V.  S.  The  list  of  contributors  embraces 
the  names  of  a  number  of  workers,  already  distinguished  in  their 
several  branches  of  investigation,  such  as  Frank  S.  Billings,  Drs. 
James  Daw,  F.  R.  C.  V.  S.,  E.  C.  Spitzka,  M.  D.  and  others.  It  is 
indeed  gratifying,  to  see  this  too  mueh  neglected  branch  of  Medical 
Science  being  represented  by  such  a  journal  under  such  excellent 
management.  Dr.  A.  D.  Hummel,  i2r7  Filbert  Street,  Philadel- 
phia, publisher.  Drs.  W.  A.  Conklin  and  R.  S.  Huidekopers,  edit- 
ors. Quarterly  at  $2  a  year.  It  is  the  only  Journal  published  on 
comparative  medicine  and  surgery. 
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Index  Catalogue  Surgeon  General's  Office,  Vol.  VII. — "Insig- 
nares  to   Leghorn."    Government  print,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Complied  by  Major  J.  S.  killings,  U.  S.  A. 
This  volume  contains  the  names  of  14,688  authors,  representing 
5,987  volumes,  and  12,372  pamphlets  ;  also,  6,372  subject  titles  of 
separate  books  and  pamphlets,  and  34,903  titles  of  articles  in  period- 
icals (journals.) 

There  are  some  who  do  not  comprehend  the  natuie  and  object  of 
this  laborious  compilation.  It  is  simply  a  catalogue  of  authors  and 
subjects,  iudexed  alphabetically,  so  as  to  enable  one  to  find  all  the 
literature  on  a  given  subject,  as  far  as  represented  in  the  medical 
library  of  the  surgeon  general's  office.  Thus,  minor  papers,  con- 
tributed to  medical  journals,  are  not  allowed  to  sink  into  oblivion, 
but  may  be  found,  read,  and  perhaps  quoted,  long  after  the  writer 
has  been  forgotten.  It  is  certainly  creditable  to  the  compiler,  but 
of  little  use  to  any  except  those  who  write  books. 


A  New  and  Original  Work. — A  Manual  of  Dietetics,  by  J.  Mil- 
ner  Fothergill,  M.  D..  Physician  to  the  City  of  London  Hospi- 
tal for  Diseases  of  the  Chest  (Victoria  Park);  Hon.  M.  D. 
Rush  Medical  College,  Chicago,  111.;  Foreign  Associate  Fellow 
of  the  College  of  Physicians,  Philadelphia.    8vo.,  extra.,  mus- 
lin.   255  pages.  Price,  $2.50.  New  York  ;  William  Wood  &  Co. 
This  is,  indeed,  a  manual. — a  hand  hook,  for  it  is  as  concise  as  is 
consistent  with  a  clear  dissertation  on:     1.  Food  in  general,  its 
object,  various  methods  of  preparation,  etc.,  and  2.  Food  in  infancy, 
adolescence  and  adult  life,  giving  in  detail  the  proper  food  for  acute 
disease,  and  for  the  various  chronic  and  strumous  affections,  such 
as  phthisis,  albuminuria,  diabetes,  gout,  enteric  troubles,  heart  dis- 
ease, etc.    It  is  divided  into  two  parts,  as  above,  and  consists  of 
thirty-three  chapters,  in  which  about  all  that  is  known  about  the 
proper  diet  for  sick  folks  can  be  found.    Reader's  will  recall  Dr. 
Fothergill's  previous  work  on  indigestion,  biliousness  and  gout, 
which  was  written  in  this  same  sprightly  style,  and  had  a  good  sauje, 
containing,  as  it  did,  such  an  amount  of  interesting  practical  in- 
formation.   Careful  physicians  should  have  this  book  ;  they  are 
aware  that  there  is  as  much  in  proper  feeding  as  in  proper  medi- 
cation— perhaps  more. 


The  Healing  ok  Arteries  after  Ligature  ln  Max  and  Animals, 
by  J.  Collins  Warren,  ftl.  D.,  Assistant  Professor  of  Surgery, 
Harvard  University  ,  Surgeon  to  the  Massachusets  General- 
Hospital  ;  member  American  Surgical  Association ;  Honorary 
Fellow  Philadelphia  Academy  of  Surgery.  One  Volume.  184 
pages.  Superbly  illustrated  with  12  full  page  plates  in  black 
and  colors.  Parchment  muslin  binding.  Price,  S3. 25.  Wil- 
liam Wood  &  Co..  New  York. 
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This  book  fills  a  niche  in  medical  literature.  The  author  says  : 
•'The  study  of  this  important  subject  has  been  carried  on  at  various 
times  in  a  fragmentary  way,  and  this  work  undertakes  to  treat  of  it 
in  a  more  comprehensive  and  complete  manner.  The  investiga- 
tions were  made  in  Harvard  Medical  School,  where  great  facilities 
were  afforded,  especially  for  studying  the  different  phases  through 
which  each  tissue  passes  from  the  moment  of  ligature,  until  a  com- 
plete healing  has  taken  place. 

Neatly  bound  and  printed  in  clear  type,  the  little  book  will  be 
found  very  attractive. 


Physician'  Visiting  List  for  1887. — P.  Blakiston,  Son  &  Co.. 
the  old  and  enterprising  publishers  are  the  first  in  the  field  with  the 
"'List"  for  1887,  the  36th  year  of  its  publication.  As  usual,  it  is  up 
to  the  latest  requiremts,  each  succeding  number  showing  some  im- 
provement. This  one  is  gotten  up  with  reference  to  convenience  : 
is  printed  on  excellent  paper,  with  clear  new  type,  contains  a  pocket, 
and  nickle-headed  pencil;  is  bound  in  a  compact  substantial  form, 
and  contains  blanks  for  a  number  of  purposes  and  the  usual  tables 
of  doses,  incompatibles,  etc.    Price,  $1.00,  larger  size,  £1.25. 

Mention  this  Journal,  please. 


Courier-Review  Call  Book,   a    Physicians'  Pocket  Reference 
Book  and  Visiting  List  for  '87  :  arranged  and  prepared  by  P>. 
M.  Nelson,  M.  D.  Ph.  D.,  Editor  St.  Louis  Courier  of  Medi- 
cine ;  Physician  to  St.  Louis  Protestant  Hospital:  late  Physi- 
cian to  St.  Louis  Maternity  Hospital  ;  etc.    J.  H.  Chambers  & 
Co.,  Publishers  and  Dealers  in  Medical  Books,  St.  Louis,  Mo.: 
Chicago,  Ills,  and  Atlanta,  Ga. 
This  is  a  most  sensible  pocket  companion,  it  being  large  enough 
to  contain  the  necessary  entries  without  cramping,  yet  not  too 
large  to  carry  in  pocket;  it  contains,  in  addition  to  the  usual  con- 
tents of  such  books,  a  diagnostic  .table  of  eruptive  fevers,  the  treat- 
ment for  poisoning,  how  to  care  for  galvanic  batteries,  &c,  &c.j  of 
flexible  morocco,  and  on  good  paper.    It  is  a  very  desirable  book, 
to  possess.    The  nicest  thing  of  the  kind  we  have  yet  seen. 


The  Physicians'  Hand  Book  for  1887,  by  Wm.  Elmer,  M.  D... 
and  A.  D.  Elmer,  M.  D.,  New  York  :  W.  A.  Townsend,  Pub- 
lisher.   Price,  $1.50. 
This  is  one  of  the  neatest  and  most  serviceable  of  the  many 

books  of  the  kind  that  are  gotten  out  for  the  physician's  pocket : 

substantially  bound  in  leather,  and  neither  too  large  nor  too  small. 

for  the  breast  pocket.    It  contains,  in  addition  to  an  abundance  of. 

space  for  entries  of  all  ki?ids,  such  as  Record  of  Practice,  (weekly 

32  names,..  Obstetric  Record,  Diagnostic  Record,  Cash  Account,. 

and  General  Memoranda  ;  a  special  classification  of  disease,  giving 
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the  symptomatology  of  each  ;  Poisons,  and  the  treatment  ;  Emer- 
gencies, and  their  treatment  ;  Examinations  of  the  Urine  (diag- 
nostic), list  of  incompatibles  ;  medicinal  weights  and  measures  ; 
formula  for  hypodermic  medication  ;  doses  for  inhalation  ;  a  list  of 
remedial  agents  (which  is  a  complete  list  of  "Materia  Medica  and 
Therapeutics"  within  itself),  and  a  lot  of  specimen  "extemporane- 
ous prescriptions."  A  thorough  examination  of  this  little  work 
will  convince  one  of  the  great  value  to  any  one  actively  engaged 
in  practice. 

Yick's  Floral  Glide  and  Monthly  Magazine  for  January  has 
reached  our  table,  and  is  a  perfect  boquet  within  itself,  illus- 
trated by  hundreds  of  cuts  of  flowers  of  every  description, 
and  one  full  page  colored  chromo-lithograph  of  Pansies.  It 
is  also  unusually  full  of  interesting  reading  matter,  which, 
without  the  flloral  accessories,  would  make  it  a  welcome  vis- 
itor at  any  fireside.     We  welcome  it  to  our  exchange  list. 


yVlEDICAL  j^EWS  AND  ^llSCELLANY, 

Dr.  T.  J.  Tyner,  late  of  San  Antonio,  has  removed  to  Austin. 

Dr.  J.  R.  Briggs  will  reply  to  Dr.  Wallace's  criticism  of  his  Prize 
Essay,  in  our  next  issue. 

Dr.  A.  Wadgymar,  at  Corriz  Springs.  Texas,  wants  to  sell  his 
practice.    Address  him  as  above. 

Dr.  B.  E.  Hadra.  of  Austin,  has  gone  to  Chihuahua,  Mexico,  to 
perform  some  gynaecological  operations  by  request. 

Married  in  Georgetown,  Texas,  January  7,  1887,  Dr.  W.  T.  Jones 
to  Miss  Allie  M.  Snyder,  daughter  of  Col.  D.  H.  Snyder  all  of  that 
city. 

Cincho  Quinine  does  not  produce  that  disagreeable,  nervous  irri- 
tation, so  dreaded  by  many  sensitive  persons,  which  we  call 
"Quinism." 

The  Name  of  the  Jolrnal  of  Cutaneous  and  Venereal  Dis- 
ease- has.  very  properly,  been  changed  to  the  Journal  of  Cutaneous 
and  Genito-Urinary  Diseases. 
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Bills  for  Vol.  it,  (July,  '86.  to  June,  '87),  will  be  sent  this 
month  to  all  whose  subscriptions  have  expired,  and  prompt  pay- 
ment is  respectfully  requested. 

Married  at  St.  David's  church,  in  Austin,  January  5th,  by  Rev. 
T.  B.  Lee,  Dr.  Ralph  Steiner  to  Miss  Lilly  Bremond,  daughter  of 
Eugene  Bremond,  Esq.,  all  of  this  city. 

Died. — In  Ennis,  Texas,  November  nth,  1886,  Dr.  J.  T.  Meek,  of 
that  city.  Dr.  Meek  was  an  active  member  of  the  Ellis  County 
Medical  Association  and  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association. 

Report  of  State  Health  Officer  of  Texas  and  Report  of  Superin- 
tendent of  the  State  Lunatic  Asylums  (at  Austin  and  at  Terrell) 
also  of  Superintendent  of  Institute  for  the  Blind,  have  been  received. 


PERSONAL. 

Doctor  Fred  K.  Fisher,  late  health  officer  at  Pass  Cavallo,  who 
lost  his  all  in  the  August  storm,  has  removed  to  Galveston  to  prac- 
tice his  profession. 

The  Galveston  Medical  Club  will  give  their  annual  dinner  at 
the  Tremont  Hotel,  Monday,  January  26.  We  acknowledge  the 
courtesy  of  an  invitation,  and  regret  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  be 
present. 

We  Regret  to  Note  the  retirement  of  Dr.  Robert  Leudeking 
from  the  associate  editorship  of  that  live  and  interesting  weekly, 
the  St.  Louis  Weekly  Review.  He  is  succeeded  by  Dr.  B.  J.  Primm, 
and  Dr.  Y.  H.  Bond  assumes  charge  of  the  Department  of  Gynae- 
cology. 

A  Big  Medical  Bill. — It  is  stated  in  the  daily  papers  that  Dr. 
R.  H.  Harrison,  the  Chief  Surgeon  of  the  Southern  Pacific  Railroad 
system  in  Texas  is  suing,  in  the  courts  at  Houston  for  the  recovery  of 
$14,000,  -rom  the  estate  of  the  late  President  Pierce  of  the  G.H.&S. 
A.  Road,  (which  estate  is  valued  at  eight  million  dollars)  for  pro- 
fessional services  claimed  to  have  been  rendered  Mr.  Pierce, 
during  his  last  illness.  One  items  is  $5,000  for  a  visit  to  Massa- 
chusetts, where  the  Doctor  was  summoned  in  consultation  with 
eminent  local  physicans. 
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The  Neurological  &EvfE^«~~VVe  regret  to  learn  that,  in  conse- 
quence of  continued  *lfl!  ft^lth,  our  egteemed  colleague,  Dr.  J. 
S.  Jewell,  has  been  obliged  to  suspend  publication  of  the  Re- 
view. He  hopes  to  resume,  if  his  health  will  permit,  after  a 
year's  rest. 

The  St.  Louis  Post-Graduate  School  of  Medicine,  in  view 
of  the  low  charges  for  medical  teaching  at  other  schools,  has 
reduced  the  terms  to  thirty  dollars  for  the  course  of  six  weeks* 
including  all  departments.  The  clinical  facilities  of  this  Institution 
■  are  unrivalled  in  variety  and  instructiveness.  For  information, 
■address  V.  G.  Robinson,  M.  D.,  Dean,  or  Charles  E.  Briggs,  M.  D., 
Secretary,  Polyclinic,  S.  W.  Cor.  Lucas  &  Jefferson  Aves, 

Report  of  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Texas  University.— 
We  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  copy  of  this  interesting  report, 
at  the  hands  of  the  President,  Dr.  T.  D.  Wooten,  We  are  glad  to 
see  he  touches  upon  the  important  point  of  a  Medical  Department, 
and  of  the  necessity  of  its  being  at  the  capital— the  seat  of  the 
University.  In  our  next  we  hope  to  have  something  to  say  on  the 
subject,  and  to  second  the  distinguished  President  in  his  views. 

Another  New  Journal,  The  South  Western  Medical  Journal. 
— Somersville,  Kentucky,  a  monthly  Journal  of  Medicine  and  Sur- 
gery, edited  by  M.  F.  Coombs,  A.  M.,  M.  D.  and  J.  B.  Marvin,  B.  S. 
M.  D.  $1.00  a  year  in  advance.  We  have  read  Vol.  i,  No.  i.  It 
carries  on  title  page  a  cut  of  two  of  Kentucky's  most  renowned  Sur- 
geons, McDowell  and  Du  dley.  Sailing  under  such  colors  the  stand 
ard  of  excellence  should  be  kept  high,  as  doubtless  it  will  be.  Suc- 
cess. 

Transactions  of  the  Texas  Medical  Association. — Eighteenth 
Annual  Session,  held  at  Dallas,  Texas,  April,  1886. 
This  is  a  ponderous  volume  of  nearly  700  pages,  handsomely 
bound  and  printed,  It  is  one  of  the  most  complete  volumes  of 
the  kind  that  we  have  seen,  and  in  the  appearance  of  its  transac- 
tions and  the  fulness  of  the  reports,  the  Texas  State  Medical  Soci- 
ety holds  an  easy  lead.  Much  of  the  credit  for  such  a  beautiful 
volume  is  undoubtedly  due  to  Dr.  F.  E,  Daniel,  the  secretary  o* 
the  society,  and  the  editor  and  publisher  of  Daniel's  Medical  Jour- 
nal.— Independe?it  Practitioner. 
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PRACTICE   FOR  SALE. 

In  Northern  Mexico,  at  a  flourishing  railroad  town.  A  practice 
without  competition  ;  worth  $2,500.00  a  year  in  cash.  Can  be 
bought  on  reasonable  terms.  Address,  C.  K.  G.,  care  Daniel's 
Medical  Journal,  Austin,  Texas. 

Hyperbole. — An  esteemed  Texan  exchange  thus  anticipates  1887: 

"We  may  feebly,  therefore,  forecast  the  policy  of  the  for 

the  coming  year.  Brimful  of  energy,  enterprise,  and  financial  back- 
ing, the  will  start,  with  an  invigorated  and  undaunted  spirit, 

on  the  future  labors  which  are  horoscoped  in  the  new  year  that  will 
soon  dehisce,  as  it  were,  into  the  full  glory  of  an  actual,  living 
reality." 

If  the  above  is  "feebly"  expressed,  what  would  have  happened 
had  the  editor  been  feeling  first-rate? — Columbus  Medical  Journal. 

The  Columbus  Medical  Journal  is  referred  to  the  "Prize  Essay,'' 
as  a  specimen  of  what  the  Doctor  can  do  when  he  turns  himself 
loose. 


"'There's Music  in  the  Air." — The  plot  thickens.  In  our  last  issue 
appeared  a  criticism  by  Dr.  D.  R.  Wallace,  of  Terrell,  Texas, on  Dr. 
Briggs'  "Prize  Essay."  In  the  closing  paragraph  Dr.  Wallace 
challanges  Dr.  Briggs  to  submit  his  paper  to  three  well-known  and 
recognized  psychologists,  of  national  reputation,  one  to  be  selected 
by  Dr.  Briggs,  one  by  the  President  T.  S.  M.  A.  and  one  by  Dr.  Wal- 
lace, and  if  they  decide  that  the  Essay  is  a  prize  paper,  he  Dr- 
Wallace  agrees  to  pay  Dr.  Briggs  an  additional  $100  ;  if  not,  Dr. 
Briggs  shall  return  to  the  treasury  the  S100  awarded  him  by  the 
State  Association.  Dr.  Briggs  has  acepted  the  challenge  and  offers 
to  put  up  S50  forfeit,  and  demands  that  Dr.  W.  shall  do  the  same. 
Dr.  Briggs'  reply  will  appear  in  an  our  next  issue. 

Gaillard's  Medical  Journal. — This  sterling  publica- 
tion comes  to  us  for  January  replete  with  valuable, 
interesting  matter,  both  original  and  selected.  It  shows,  in  its 
management,  a  consummate  ability,  and  a  thorough  appreciation  of 
the  wants  and  tastes  of  the  reading  portion  of  the  medical  public- 
Dr.  Porter,  the  accomplished  editor  who  has  so  signally  assisted 
Mrs.  Gaillard — who  is  daughter  of  one  of  Virginia's  most  distinguish- 
ed physicians, — in  the  commendable  determination  to  keep  the 
Journal  up  to  that  high  standard  of  excellence  which  the  lamented 
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Gaillard  gave  it,  seems  to  possess  a  rare  and  happy  faculty  of 
selection  for  the  benefit  of  his  readers,  as  well  as  a  fruitful  source 
whence  to  obtain  that  which  is  new  and  valuable.  The  ranks  of 
medicine  in  Texas  are  adorned  by  numerous  pupils  of  the  distin- 
guished Prof.  Gaillard,  graduates  of  the  school  to  which  he  lent  the 
lustre  of  his  name  and  the  wealth  of  his  knowledge,  and  they  who 
love  his  memory,  seeing  the  effort  in  their  interest,  which  is  being 
made  by  his  accomplished  widow,should  rally  to  her  assistance  with 
purse  and  pen;  it  is  a  duty  they  owe,  no  less  to  his  memory  than  to* 
her  devotion  and  worthy  endeavors.  Her  struggles  and  successes 
are  without  a  parallel, — left,  as  she  was,  with  a  family  of  young 
children,  and  totally  unqualified,  by  birth, education  and  position  for 
a  struggle  with  the  world,  and  with  no  heritage  other  than  the 
Journal  and  the  fame  of  its  illustrious  founder.  All  honor  to  the 
brave  daughter  of  Virginia  who  so  nobly  seized  the  helm,  warm 
from  the  hand  of  her  gallant  husband,  and  steered  it  through  the 
straits  of  adversity,  to  a  safe  haven.  May  she  never  want  for  friends 
to  love  her  for  her  worth,  and  admire  her  for  her  courage. 


The  New  Administration  and  The  State  Health  Office — 
Other  Matters. — Governor  Ross  has  signalized  the  beginning  of 
his  administration  by  an  apparent  disregard  of  the  wishes  of  the 
people  in  the  matter  of  appointment  of  State  Health  Officer, — and 
like  Gaesar  he  turns  a  deaf  ear  to  the  petition  of  his  Senators.  Dr.. 
Swearingen,  during  his  three  terms  of  office,  has  given  evidence  of 
the  highest  order  of  ability,  and  by  his  wise  administration,  by 
which  Texas  has  been  spared  the  ravages  of  epidemic  diseases  when 
more  than  once  threatened, — no  less  than  by  his  admirable  social 
and  professional  qualities,  has  endeared  himself  to  the  people,  and 
they  desire  and  have  petitioned  for  his  reappointment.  But,  it 
seems,  neither  eminent  and  successful  service — extending  over  a 
period  of  six  year — and  pre-eminent  fitness  for  the  discharge  of  the 
duties  of  this  responsible  office,  nor  the  wishes  of  the  people  unmis- 
takably expressed,  will  avail.  It  would  seem  that  the  nature  of  the 
office,  and  the  magnitude  of  interest  involved  should  put  it  beyond 
the  realm  of  mere  political  influence;  yet  Governor  Ross  without 
the  shadow  of  a  cause,  and  in  the  face  of  his  most  brilliant  record, 
and  despite  the  clamor  for  his  reappointment,  has  indicated  a  wish 
to  supplant  him,  by  the  appointment  of  another.    The  Senate  with 


AD  VER  TISEMENTS. 


J^j  Y LUII>  jpXTRACT  y^BIES  ^ANADENSIS. 

PLEASE  TAKE  SPECIAL  NOTICE. — Thoroughly  cleanse  the  parts  with  warm 
water  before  using  the  extract,  especially  for  nasal  catarrh  or  vaginal  or 
uterine  leucorrhcea.  It  is  the  remedy  for  those  diseases. 


"Geddes'  Fluid  Extract  of  Hemlock  Bark"  contains  nothing  but  what  is 
extracted  by  our  process  from  the  bark  of  the  common  hemlock  tree.    It  is 
reduced  by  evaporation  to  the  consistency  of  thick  syrup;  is  sol- 
uble in  water;  contains  no  alcohol;  will  not  ferment, 
and  will  keep  for  years  in  any  climate. 


For  Old  Sores,  ERUPTIONS,  etc. — Cleanse  the  parts  thoroughly  with  warm 
water  and  white  Castile  Soap,  dress  the  sore  with  a  solution  of  four  parts  of 
warm  water  to  one  of  Extract.    Repeat  twice  or  three  times  daily. 


Boston,  Mass.,  U.  S.  A.,  March  22nd,  1886. 
Geddes  Manufacturing  Co., 

Gentlemen: — Your  Extract  is  still  winning  laurels  for  you.  I  have  recently 
effected  cures  by  its  application  as  follows:  One  case  of  bleeding  piles  of  long 
standing;  one  case  of  Eeucorrhoea,  treated  with  other  remedies  for  three  years,  and 
continued  to  grow  worse;  one  case  of  bed  sores,  on  an  old  lady  who  was  obliged  to 
lay  on  the  sores  continually — they  were  completely  healed  in  less  than  one  week; 
one  case  of  a  bad  leg,  which  had  discharged  offensive  matter  for  years,  completely 
healed  in  twenty-seven  days  from  the  first  application.  Your  discovery  of  the  Ex- 
tract of  Hemlock  is  the  crowning  triumph  of  the  nineteenth  century;  the  cures  it 
effects  are  not  only  marvellous,  but  truly  wonderful.  Very  truly  yours, 

WALTER  E.  ESTABROOK,  A.M.,  M.D. 


For  HAEMORRHOIDS. — Apply  linen  saturated  with  eight  parts  warm  water  to  one 
of  Extract;  increase  the  proportion  of  Extract  as  the  severity  of  the  case 
recpiires.    If  internal,  use  same  as  for  dysentery,  by  enema. 


'JThe  pEDDEs  ^Manufacturing  £0., 

SOLE  PROPRIETORS  AND  MANUFACTURERS. 

Cambridgeport  Station,  Boston,  Mass.,  U.  S.  A.,  -A-ZtTID 
College  Chambers,  249,  High  Holborn,London,  W.  C. 


GAL"VESTOIT  m  DALLAS, 
Texas  ac^eimxs- 


A  D  VER  TISEMENTS. 


IsTEWYOBK  P03T-G-E  ADUA.T-E 

MEDICAL  SCHOOL  AND  HOSPITAL. 

Incorporated  by  Special  Act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York. 

Fifth  Year-  Sessions  of  1886-7. 

 FACULTY  

This  school  will  enter  upon  its  fifth  year  on  September  15th.  It  was  f  ounded  by 
members  of  the  Post-Graduate  Faculty  of  the  University  of  the  City  of  New  York, 
and  was  the  first  institution  in  the  United  States  to  present  a  systematic  systom  of 
clinical  instruction  for  graduates  in  medicine. 

The  teaching  is  practical  and  thorough.  The  school  is  not  a  mere  clinic,  although 
ail  the  lectures  are  clinical,  but  it  is  a  place  of  instruction  in  which  the  practitioner, 
"by  actually  handling-  the  cases  under  the  guidance  of  the  professors  and  instructors, 
may  learn  the  use  of  instruments  for  examination  and  treatment,  and  observe  the 
•effects  of  remedies.  Each  hospital  to  which  the  teachers  are  attached  forms  a  part 
of  the  field  of  instruction.  The  general  schedule  is  so  arranged  that  there  is  no  con- 
flict in  the  hours  of  attendance  of  the  professors.  The  clinics  begin  at  9  a.  m..  and 
continue  until  6  p.  m  each  day.  Clinics  are  also  given  on  Tuesday,  Wednesday, 
Thursday  and  Friday  evenings,  and  the  Clinical  Society  of  the  Scliooi  meets  twice  a 
month  on  Saturday  evenings  A  Dispensary  and  an  Hospital  form  a  part  of  this 
school,  with  one  ward  exclusively  for  infants,  which  has  been  lately  endowed  by  be- 
nevolent ladies  of  New  York  city .  Practitioners  may  enter  the  school  at  any  time. 
Win.  A.  Hammon,  M.  D  —  Prof essor  of  Diseases  of  the  Mind  and  Nervous  System  and 

of  Medical  Electricity;  Surgeon-General  of  the  U.  S.  Army  (retired  list.) 
D.  B  St.  John  Roosa,  M.  D.,  LL.  D.— Professor  of  Diseases  of  the  Eye  and  Ear;  Sur- 
geon to  the  Manhattan  Eye  and  Ear  Hospital ;  President  of  the  Faculty. 
Fredrick  R.  Sturgis.  M.  D.— Professor  of  Diseases  of  the  Genito-Urinary  Organs,  and 

of  Venereal  Diseases:  Surgeon  to  the  Charity  Hospital. 
Clinton  Wagner,  M.  D.— Professor  of  Diseases  of  the  Nose  and  Throat ;  Surgeon-in 

Chief  of  the  Metropolitan  Throat  Hospital. 
Thos.  E.  Satterthwaite,  M.  D.— Professor  of  Pathology  and  General  Medicine;  Pathol- 
ogist to  the  Presbyterian  Hospital. 
Charles  L  Dana,  M.  D.— Professor  of  Diseases  of  the  Mind  and  Nervous  System,  and 
of  Medical  Electricity;  Professor  of  Physiology  Woman's  Med.  College;  Physician 
to  Bellevue  Hospital. 

M.  Josiah  Roberts  M.  D.— Professor  of  Orthopaedic  Surgery  and  Mechanical  Thera- 
peutics; Visiting  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  to  the  Randall's  Island  Hospitals. 

Alexander  J.  C.  Skene,  M.  D.— Prof,  of  Diseases  of  Women;  Prof,  of  Diseases  of  Wo- 
men, L.  I.  Hospital  Med.  School;  Attending  Surgeon  of  the  L.  I.  College  Hospital. 

Andrew  H.  Smith,  M.  D. — Prof,  of  Clinical  Medicine  and  Therapeutics;  Attending 
Physician  to  the  Presbyterian  Hosp.;  Consulting  Physician  to  the  Orthopaedic  Hosp. 

Wm.  Oliver  Moore,  M.  D.— -Prof .  of  Diseases  of  the  Eye  and  Ear;  Prof,  of  Diseases  of 
the  Eye  and  Ear,  University  of  Vermont,  and  Woman's  Med.  College,  New  York 

William  F.  Flughrer,  M.  D.— Professor  of  Clinical  Surgery;  Surgeon  to  Bellevue  and 
Mount  Sinai  Hospitals. 

Bache  vcE.  Emmett,  M.  D.— Professor  of  Diseases  of  Women;  Asst.  Surgeon  to  the 
New  York  State  Women's  Hospital. 

Fdward  Kershner,  M.  D.,  U.S.N.— Prof,  of  Naval,  Military  and  State  Hygiene. 

Ambrose  L.  Ranney,  M.  D.— Prof,  of  the  Anatomy  and  Physiology  of  t  ie  Nervous 
System;  Prof,  of  General  and  Special  Anatomy,  University  of  Vermont. 

William  Henry  Porter,  M.  0.— Professor  of  Clinical  Medicine  and  Pathology,  Curator 
of  the  Presbyterian  Hospital. 

George  Henry  Fox,  M  D.— Professor  of  Diseases  of  the  Skin;  Professor  of  Derma- 
tology, College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  New  York. 

Stephen  Smith  Burt,  M.  D  —  Prof,  of  Physical  Diagnosis;  Physician  to  the  Out-Door 
Department,  Bellevue  Hospital. 

Seneca  D.  Powell,  M.  D.— Prof,  of  Minor  Surgery. 

C.A.Von  Ramdohr,  M.D.— Prof,  of  Obstetrics;  Physician  to  the  German  Poliklinik. 
Horace  T.  Hanks,  M  D.— Professor  of  Diseases  of  Women ;  Asst.  Surgeon  to  the  New- 
York  State  Women's  Hospital. 
Lewis  S.  Pilcher,  M.  D.— Professor  of  Clinical  Surgery- 

H.  J.  Garrigues.— Prof,  of  Obstetrics;  Surg,  to  the  Maternity  and  German  Hospitals. 
HeTber  G.  Lyttle,  M.D.— Asso.  Professor  of  Genito-Urinary  Diseases,  and  of  Venereal 

Diseases  , 
Graeme  M.  Hammond,  M.D.— Asso.  Prof,  of  Diseases  of  the  Mind  and  Nervous  System. 
J.  R.  Nilson,  M.D.  -  Asso.  Prof,  of  Diseases  of  Women. 
G.  B.  Hope,  M.  D.— Asso.  Prof,  of  Diseases  of  the  Nose  and  Throat. 

SAMUEL  LLOYD,  Asst.  Sec'y.  FREDERICK  R.  STURGIS,  Sec'y  of  the  Faculty 

Pleise  mention  DanieVs  Medical  Journal.  226  East  20th  St.,  New  York  Cit  y  • 
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the  exception  of  three  members,  petitioned  for  Dr.  Swearingen's 
reappointment ;  the  entire  profession  at  Galveston,  the  most  im- 
portant sea-port  city,  have  urged  it;  numerous  petitions  exten- 
sively signed,  and  by  all  classes  of  people,  have  poured  in,  but  the 
Governor  last  week  sent  in  the  name  of  Dr.  Rutherford,  of  Houston, 
for  the  place.  Dr.  Rutherford  would  doubtless  make  an  admirable 
health  officer,  and  would  be  a  worthy  successor  to  the  present  in- 
cumbent, were  it  necessary  or  desirable  to  make  a  change  ;  but  it 
seems  to  be  the  almost  universal  wish  of  the  people,  so  far  as 
"we  can  learn,  that  Dr.  S.  be  continued  in  office.  The  Senate  up  to 
the  present  writing  (Jan.  24)  have  taken  no  action  on  the  subject, 
but  have  postponed  consideration  of  it  four  days, — meantime  public 
sentiment  is  divided  as  to  whether  or  not  the  appointment  will  be 
confirmed. 

Governor  Ross'  first  official  act  in  this  department,  was  to  name 
Dr.  J.  S.  Dorsett,  of  Bonham,  for  successor  to  Dr.  A.  N.  Denton, 
Superintendent  of  the  State  Lunatic  Asylum.  The  Board  of  Direc- 
tors refusing  to  confirm  the  appointment,  not  because  there  was 
•objection  to  Dr.  Dorsett  but  because  in  their  judgement  Dr.  Den- 
ton should  be  retained,  the  Governor  dissolved  the  Board,  and 
appointed  one  which,  it  is  understood,  will  respect  his  wishes,  and 
it  is  considered  settled  that  Dr.  Dorsett  will  relieve  Dr.  Denton, 
February  1st.  Meantime  Dr.  Dorsett  will  make  no  changes  in  the 
medical  staff.  It  is  rumored  that  Dr.  Wallace  at  Terrell  will  be 
removed  also.  Hon.  G.  W.  Kendall  of  Denton  county,  is  to  relieve 
Dr.  Shepard  in  charge  of  the  Deaf  Mute  Asylum,  and  Dr.  Frank 
Rainey  of  the  Blind  school  is  the  only  superintendent  whose  offi- 
cial head  is  not  to  fall  under  the  political  axe. 

During  inauguration  week  many  distinguished  physicians  visited 
the  Capital,  some  office  seeking,  many  sight  seeing.  Amongst  the 
number,  we  were  pleased  to  meet  Drs.  Pope,  Smith  and  Welch,  of 
Dallas;  Dr.  Jordan  of  Beaumont;  Dr.  Talley,  of  Belton  ;  Dr.  Bur- 
leson, of  Weberville  ;  Dr.  Shropshire,  of  Brownwood  ;  Dr.  Wallace, 
,of  Terrell  ;  Dr.  Rutherford,  of  Houston,  and  Dr.  G.  W.  Christian,  of 
Burnett.  Apropos;  Dr.  Christian  has  been  appointed  Surgeon 
,(Major)  of  Second  Regiment  Texas  Volunteers,  and  in  his  regu 
mentals  looked  "every  inch  a  soldier," 
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^DVERTISEf^s'  J\TOTlCES. 

Barry's  Thermometers  are  the  best  and  the  cheapest;  all  seas- 
oned and  -warranted. 

Packer's  Tar  Soap  is  invaluable  in  skin  diseases  and  chapped 
hands.    See  advertisement. 

Bellevue  Medical  College  changes  from  a  whole  page  to  a-, 
quarter  page  advertisement,  but  it  is  multum  in  parvo. 

Surgeons  speak  in  highest  praise  of  the  new  non-leaking  ether 
bottle,  and  of  the  porous  splints  invented  by  Prof.  Levis.  Sold, 
only  by  Wm.  Snowden. 

Attention  is  Called  to  the  advertisement  of  the  Maltine  Manu- 
facturing Company,  in  this  issue.  Please  name  this  Journal  in, 
corresponding  with  them. 


Listerine  and  Antisepsis  are  synonymous,  while  the  name  of 
Lambert  should  be  embalmed  in  the  memory  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession as  a  benefactor. 

Isaac  Phillips,  of  Atlanta,  is  taking  the  lead  in  surgical  instru- 
ments throughout  the  South.  Proximity  counts  for  much  when 
one  is  in  a  hurry,  and  quality  is  the  first  consideration. 

Mellin's  Food  is  as  staple  as  flour;  and  has  proved  the  salva- 
tion of  thousands  of  infants  who  were  dying  of  slow  starvation  from 
the  inability  to  digest  mother's  milk  or  any  kind  of  substitute. 


One  of  the  Most  Elegant  Pharmaceutical  Preparations  in: 
the  world  is  C.  H.  Phillips'  Chemical  Company's  ''Syrup  of  Wheat- 
Phosphates,'1  bone  and  nerve  tissue  making  tonic,  and  as  pleasant 
.  as  lemonade. 

Read  Carefullv  the  announcement  of  the  New  York  Post- 
Graduate  Medical  College,  the  only  one  authorized  by  law  to 
issue  diplomas  to  graduates.  Splendid  facilities  for  special  instruc- 
tion in  all  branches. 


DANIEL'S  TEXAS  MEDICAL  JOURNAL. 


We  are  Fortunate  in  again  securing  the  advertisement  of  Pea- 
cock Chemical  Company  of  St.  Louis,  after  a  temporary  withdrawal. 
Their  "Bromides,"  and  "Fucus  Marina" — the  anti-malarial  rem- 
edy— are  household  words  and  necessities. 

Suppressed  Menstruation  of  eight  months  duration  has  been 
relieved  by  Aletris  Cordial,  in  the  hands  of  Dr.  William  Bryden, 
W.  B.  C.  M.  Editor,  of  No.  2.  Beaconsfield  Terrace,  Harwich, 
Scotland,  who  reported  the  case  last  March  ('86). 


Messrs.  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  deserve  the  lasting  gratitude  of  the 
rmedical  profession  for  having  given  them  Cascara  Cordial,  alone, 
if  they  had  done  no  other  service.  We  will  have  something  to  say 
of  our  experience  with  this  valuable  preparation,  another  time. 


Colden's  Liquid  Beef  Tonic  is  known  to  the  medical  profession 
£0  be  a  preparation  of  great  value,  and  is  extensively  prescribed. 
Invalids  and  convalescents  should  not  fail  to  avail  themselves  of  its 
wonderful  and  agreeable  tonic  and  stimulant  effect.  It  is  a  power- 
ful restorative.    See  third  cover  page. 


Scott  &  Browne  announce  in  our  pages  for  the  first  time,  the 
merits  of  their  "Cod  Liver  Oil  Emulsion."  A'tention  is  called  to 
the  advertisement,  because  it  is  customary;  but  it  would  be  like  an 
.attempt  to  paint  the  lilly,  were  we  to  sound  the  praises  at  this  late 
date,  of  a  preparation  so  generally  and  so  favorably  known. 


Seaburv  &  Johnson,  the  Pioneer  Plaster  Makers  of  America 
present  our  readers  with  a  new  full-page  advertisement  in  this 
issue.  Persons  who  have  tried  to  use  an  inferior  plaster,  one  that 
will  not  stick,  know  that  there  is  much  in  the  preparation  of  such 
.goods,  as  well  as  in  quality.  First  premiums  are  common  in  that 
house. 


Mess  Fairchild  Brothers  &  Foster,  82  and  84  Fulton  St., 
N.  Y,.,  "hold  the  fort"  on  our  second  cover  page,  having  renewed 
contract  for  another  year,  which  is  an  evidence  that  the  Texas 
profession  have  heard,  through  this  advertisement,  of  peptonized 
milk,  and  now  appreciate  its  value  in  the  management  of  starving 
children  and  dyspeptics. 

Cherrv  Malt  ! — That  sounds  good  enough  to  eat  (or  drink)  and 
if  it  is  as  good  as  the  name  would  imply,  children  will  cry  for  it. 
We  advertise  it  for  the  first  time.    It  is  prepared  and  sold  only  by 
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the  Leibig  Pharmaceutical  Company  of  New  York.  Try  it!  look 
for  the  pretty  little  picture  of  a  bottle  labled  ''Cherry  Malt."  and 
read  the  advertisement. 


The  Committee  in  charge  of  the  American  Institute  Fair,  New 
York,  have  awarded  the  medal  of  superiority  to  the  Jerome  Kidder 
Manufacturing  Company,  No.  820  Broadway,  New  York,  for  their 
1886  exhibit  of  Electro-Medical  Apparatus.  For  fourteen  years 
the  Jerome  Kidder  Machines  have  received  the  highest  awards  from 
the  American  Institute  over  all  competitors  and  wherever  exhibited 
in  competition. 

Messrs.  Sharp  &  Dohme,  the  old  established  house  of  Balti- 
more, make  some  changes  in  their  advertisement  in  this  issue  (see 
front  cover).  Whatever  may  be  said  of  the  number  of  prepara- 
tions on  the  market;  we  know  that  their  fluid  extracts  and  powdered 
extracts,  soluble  coated  pills,  etc.,  are  reliable,  and  will  not  disap- 
point the  physician  who  prescribes  them.  The  same  can  be  said 
of  all  their  specialties. 


We  insist  on  our  physicians  investigating  the  claims  of  the- 
celebrated  Pacific  Coast  Medical  College,  the  Cooper,  of  San 
Francisco.  The  day  is  past  when  all  the  medical  knowledge  was 
East,  and  railroads  have  placed  Texas  in  as  easy  reach  of  Cali- 
fornia as  it  is  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia.  Send  to  Prof.  Gib- 
bons for  information.  The  diploma  of  this  school  is  a  passport 
iu  any  of  the  European  Universities. 


PRIZE  STORIES. 

The  Youth's  Companion  maintains  its  reputation  for  publishing 
the  best  Serial  and  Short  Stories,  as  well  as  striking  stories  of  ad- 
venture. The  next  volume  will  contain  the  eight  prize  stories  sel- 
ected as  the  best  from  over  5,000  manuscripts,  sent  in  competion. 
The  first  Serial  Story,  to  appear  in  January,  will  be  "Blind  Broth- 
er," in  eight  chapters,  illustrated.  Everyone  will  want  to  read  it. 
If  Si. 75  is  sent  now,  it  will  pay  for  the  paper  to  January,  1888. 

Rum  ford  Chemical  Oompanv's  "Acid  Phosphate,*'  is  too  well 
known  to  the  medical  profession  of  Texas,  to  require  more  than  a 
mention  at  our  hands.  As  a  beverage,  taken  at  meals,  it  is  delight- 
fully refreshing,  especially  in  hot  weather,  and  to  those  who  suffer 
from  brain  fatigue,  a  teaspoonful  to  a  glass  of  ice  water  and  a  little 
crushed  sugar,  makes  a  delicious  drink  at  dinner. 


Paying  the  Penalty. — One  James  Crosher  who  has,  for  years, 
been  counterfeiting  Messrs.  Jno.  Wyeth  &  Brothers'  celebrated 
•'Beef-Iron  and  Wine"  has  at  last  been  detected,  arrested  and  sen- 
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fenced  to  line  and  imprisonment;  though  the  sentence  is  light, 
compared  with  the  heinousness  of  the  offense.  His  sentence  is 
three  months  in  the  penitentiary  and  $200  fine.  He  has  been  in 
jail  already  six  weeks,  pending  trial,  and  if  the  fine  is  unpaid  he 
will  have  to  serve  200  days  in  addition  to  the  term  of  sentence. 


And  Now  Comes  from  away  up  in  Canada,  the  advertisement  of 
the  "Geddes  Manufacturing  Company/'  who  many  years  ago  gave 
the  medical  profession  that  standard  preparation  which  has  done 
so  much  good  in  the  world  —  Extract  of  Hemlock.  Physicians  must 
not  confound  this  either  with  cicuta  vera — the  poisonous  water- 
hemlock,  or  with  coniutn  maculatum;  it  is  the  Canadian  hemlock 
tree  {Abets  Canadensis)  and  has  no  superior  as  a  tonic-astringent 
to  the  diseased  mucous  membrane.  Its  application  is,  meantime, 
painless.  In  leucorrhcea  its  effect  i?  said  to  be  marvelous.  This 
is  the  tree  of  which  Longfellow  sang,  in  "Evangeline" — "the  mur- 
muring pines,  and  the  hemlocks." 


It  is'a  well-known  fact  that  there  are  druggists  in  every  large 
city  who  are  not  to  be  trusted  with  the  filling  of  a  prescription  that 
calls  for  any  expensive  drug.  They  come  and  go.  so  that  at  last 
physicians  are  compelled  to  designate  certain  of  the  drug  fraternity 
as  trustworthy,  and  insist  upon  their  patients  going  to  these  alone 
for  their  medical  supplies.  If  they  fail  to  do  this  their  work  is 
thrown  away  and  their  reputations  go  with  the  failure  of  their 
remedies  in  critical  cases. 

A  few  cases  from  actual  observation  and  experience  will  illus- 
trate this  better  than  a  volume  of  argument. 

t.  Thirty  grains  of  quinine,  in  three  doses,  to  be  taken  at 
hourly  intervals,  were  prescribed  for  a  young  man  suffering  from 
ordinary  intermittent  fever.  The  doses  were  taken  as  directed, 
but  no  signs  of  cinchonism  w  ere  induced,  and  the  disease  pro- 
gressed without  change.  The  same  doses,  in  ''Warner's  sugar- 
coated  pills"  were  ordered,  with  the  effect  of  inducing  well-marked 
cinchonism  with  cure  of  the  disease. 

2.  Four  ounces  of  a  mixture  of  bromide  of  potassium  and  chlo- 
ral, each  an  ounce,  with  tincture  of  hyoscyamus  and  fluid  extract 
oi  cannabis  indica,  in  appropriate  doses,  were  ordered,  with  direc- 
tions to  take  one  teaspoonful  every  hour  until  sleep  should  be  in- 
duced. An  ugly,  muddy  mixture  was  received,  which  produced 
nausea  and  headache,  but  no  sleep. 

A  simular  prescription,  instead  of  the  above  extemporaneous  offi- 
cial combination  was  ordered,  only  ''Battle's  BROMIDIA"  was 
designated,  which  induced  refreshing  sleep  after  a  few  doses  of 
'rom  twenty  to  thirty  drops  had  been  taken,  [extract  from  an  ar- 
ic/e  in  the  Dec.  Med.  Brief,  by  William  B.  Hazard,  Prof.  Princi- 
li$  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  Col.  Phys.  and  Surgs.  St.  Lot*is.~] 


AD  VER  TISEMEXTS. 


The  attention  of  Physicians  is  invited  to 

Win.  R.  Warner  &  Co.'s 

Soluble  and  Reliable 

Quinine  Pills 

MADE  OF  PURE  MATERIAL  AND  OF  FULL  WEIGHT. 


PRICES  CURRENT. 

Soluble  Coated  (S«gar,  TXle  PeorfB^tle 

PIL.  QUININE  SUL.,  J  gr                         $  .45  $2.00 

1  gr  60  2.75 

2  grs                          1.00  4.75 

"             "       3  grs                          1.45  7.00 

"             "       5gra                           2  35  11.50 

Transparent  Coated  (Geiati„,  PcroSftt,e  pWle 

PIL.  QUININ.E  SUL.,  }  gr                         S  .45  $2.00 

"          "             M       1  gr  60  2.75 

2  grs                           1.00  4.75 

3  grs                           1.45  7.00 

5  grs                          2.35  11.50 

Compressed  (Tablets.)  Pei0BSle  PeJfBi°re 

PIL.  QUININ.E  SUL.,  1  gr   $  .60  82  75 

"             "       2  grs    1.00  4.75 

"       3  grs    1.45  7.00 

5  grs    2.35  11.50 

Prices  Subject  to  Discount. 

WABITEB  &  CO.'S 

TASTELESS    QUININE  TABLETS. 

Each  Tablet  contains  1  gr.  Tannate  of  Quinine  with  Chocolate. 
They  have  no  bitter  taste,  and  can  be  eaten  as  ordinary 
Chocolate.    Per  dozen  boxes,  of  30  Tablets  each,  $4.00. 

1  Wm.  R.  Warner  &  Co., 

MAKERS  OF  SOLUBLE  COATED  PILLS, 

•  Philadelphia  and  New  York. 
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By  H.  W.  Yemans,  M.  D.,  Past  Assistant  Surgeon,  U.  S.  M.  H. 


HILE  serving  as  Medical  Officer  of  the  U.  S.  Rev.  Steamer 


V  V  Corwin,  during  the  annual  cruise  in  arctic  waters,  in  1885, 
it  was  my  good  fortune  to  be  called  to  assist  in  a  case  of  obstetrics, 
which  I  consider  well  worth  reporting,  on  account  of  the  novel 
circumstances  surrounding  it. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  August  8,  1885,  we  came  to  anchor  off 
Cape  Sabine,  Alaska  Territory,  where  is  a  trading  station  of  the 
Pacific  Steam  Whaling  Company,  in  charge  of  the  company's  agent, 
Mr.  Henry  D.  WoolfT,  through  whose  kindness,  and  by  whose  in- 
fluence I  was  called  in  to  see  a  native  woman  just  on  the  verge  of 
confinement,  and  was  thus  enabled  to  do  what,  as  I  believe,  no 
white  person  has  heretofore  been  enabled  to  do,  viz  :  assist  in  and 
witness  a  confinement  amongst  the  Eskimo.  The  day  was  cold 
and  dreary,  a  drizling  rain  falling  and  the  temperature  of  the  at- 
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mosphere  46  °  F.  I  found  the  patient  to  be  a  young  woman  of 
some  20  years  of  age,  walking  about,  but  dressed  in  nothing  but  the 
lightest  cotton  clothing.  Though  I  found  it  disagreeably  chilly, 
she  stated  that  she  was  perfectly  comfortable.  This  was  her  third 
confinement,  and  the  pains  had  begun  only  about  one  hour  pre- 
vious to  my  seeing  her,  which  was  at  9  a.  m.  I  immediately  made 
a  digital  examination  and  found  the  os  about  the  size  of  a  silver 
dime  piece,  with  pains  which  gradually  became  more  severe, 
occurring  at  intervals  of  about  ten  minutes.  There  was  also  a 
considerable  discharge  of  mucus,  streaked  with  blood — the  "show" 
of  those  less  distant.  Dilatation  steadily  progressed  until  at  10:30 
the  os  was  about  the  size  of  a  silver  dollar.  At  this  time  she  was 
removed  to  a  smaller  tent,  erected  in  the  meantime,  where  she  and 
I  were  left  alone.  On  one  side  of  this  tent  was  spread  a  deer-skin 
and  on  the  opposite  side  was  dug  a  hole  about  18  inches  square 
and  4  or  5  inches  deep.  Just  at  the  edge  of  this  hole  was  placed  a 
log  of  wood  about  6  inches  in  diameter,  held  in  place  by  two  pegs 
driven  into  the  ground  on  either  side  of  the  ends.  Immediately 
upon  entering  I  was  made  to  kneel  down  upon  the  deer-skin,  and 
given  to  understand  that  under  no  circumstance  must  I  rise  to  my 
feet.  This  was  afterwards  explained  to  me  as  absolutely  essential 
to  the  future  welfare  of  all  concerned.  My  companion  maintained 
the  kneeling  or  sitting  position  during  the  entire  time  of  my  stay 
there,  neither  standing  up  nor  lying  down  once.  I  had  but  time  to 
make  another  digital  examination,  when  I  found  the  os  still  more 
dilated  and  the  membranes  bulging  considerably,  when  the  "waters" 
broke,  which  was  announced  by  those  waiting  on  the  outside  by  a 
loud  yell,  immediately  followed  by  the  advent  of  the  girl's  mother, 
with  a  bag  of  plucked  rein-deer  hair  in  her  hand,  with  which  she 
at  once  proceeded  to  line  the  hole  previously  mentioned — main- 
taining meanwhile  the  kneeling  position.  As  soon  as  this  was  done 
the  old  woman  left,  and  a  "showman"  or  Eskimo  "medicine- 
man" soon  after  took  up  a  kneeling  position  at  the  entrance  to  the 
tent,  gathered  the  flops  about  his  face  and  sang,  in  a  low  bass  voice, 
a  really  pretty  song,  of  some  two  or  three  minutes  length.  This 
done,  the  young  woman  removed  her  drawers  and  took  up  her  posi- 
tion over  the  hole  mentioned,  her  toes  resting  on  the  ground  on  one 
side  and  her  knees  widely  separated  on  the  log  on  the  opposite 
side.    She  supported  herself  by  placing  her  hands  on  her  knees 


DANIEL'S  TEXAS  MEDICAL  JOURNAL. 


and  immediately  began  to  "bear  down"  with  "all  her  might  and 
main,"  her  groans  being  answered  by  sharp  cries  to  "bear  down 
hard"  from  the  old  women  and  girls  surrounding  the  tent.  Desir- 
ing to  obtain  all  the  information  possible,  I  allowed  her  to  pursue 
her  own  course  of  procedure.  I  remaining  a  silent,  but  decidedly 
interested  and  observant  spectator.  Pains  now  occurred  in  rapid 
succession,  she  bearing  down  all  the  time,  and  occasionally  making 
pressure  over  the  abdomen,  stimulated  by  the  cries  and  commands 
of  those  without.  It  was  now  11:15,  and  in  another  30  minutes  the 
child  was  born.  For  the  ten  minutes  only  preceding  its  escape  did 
the  head  press  against  the  perineum;  the  body  following  the  head 
almost  immediately.  At  once  having  prepared  myself  beforehand, 
I  jumped  to  my  feet,  and  tied  and  cut  the  cord  almost  before  she 
had  time  to  communicate  the  fact  to  those  on  the  outside,  which 
brought  forth  a  chorus  of  yells  and  screams  of  remonstrance.  Very 
little  hemorrhage  occurred,  and  the  mother  turning  for  a  moment 
to  ask  me  whether  it  was  an  Ag-a-nar-ok  or  Ex-lily-gok,  (girl  or 
boy)  began  again  to  bear  down  and  press  with  her  folded  arms  the 
abdomen  to  expel  the  secundines.  Her  efforts  were  futile,  however, 
which  fact  she  told  those  in  waiting,  who  told  her  to  insert  her 
finger  into  her  throat  and  "gag"  herself.  This  she  did  repeatedly 
for  several  minutes,  the  little  fellow — it  was  a  boy — meanwhile  cry- 
ing lustily  from  his  bed  of  hair.  Sympathizing  with  her  in  her 
vain  efforts  I  asked,  after  waiting  some  time,  if  I  should  assist  her, 
to  which  she  readily  assented  and  I,  without  difficulty,  extracted 
the  placenta  and  membranes.  This  accomplished,  she  spoke  to 
those  on  the  outside,  who  brought  a  tub  of  warm  water  which  they 
pushed  under  the  tent,  beside  which  she  seated  herself  and  re- 
quested me  to  hand  her  her  child,  which  I  did.  She  then  bathed, 
using  soap,  in  quite  a  civilized  fashion.  This  last  procedure  re- 
sulted from  her  intercourse  with  the  whites,  it  being  usually  per- 
formed with  urine,  to  which  all  contribute  their  share  beforehand, 
being  the  fluid  generally  used  for  this  purpose. 

I  learned  afterwards  that  they  looked  upon  me  with  not  a  little 
interest,  and  have  inquired  since  concerning  my  welfare,  as  to  come 
into  contact  with  anything  connected  with  the  child  (blood,  sec- 
undines, &c.)  by  any  one  but  the  mother,  (who  must  bury  them  all) 
means  certain  death,  at  no  distant  day,  to  the  person  thus  made 
"unclean." 
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Four  days  later  I  again  saw  the  mother  and  child,  when  both 
were  doing  well,  excepting  caked  breast  and  sore  nipples,  from 
which  the  mother  suffered.  One  year  has  since  elapsed,  and  I  am 
told  by  those  coming  from  that  region  that  both  are  very  well  in- 
deed. 

I  desire  to  supplement  the  foregoing  by  the  recital  of  a  few  addi- 
tional interesting  facts  not  observed  by  me,  but  which  I  am  con- 
vinced are  correct. 

After  a  child  is  born  and  the  after  birth  comes  away,  and  not 
until  then,  is  the  cord  tied,  and  then  always  by  the  mother,  she 
using  a  small  piece  of  flint  or  other  hard  stone  for  the  purpose, 
which  the  child  wears  in  a  bag  hung  about  its  neck,  as  a  charm, 
during  its  entire  after  life. 

Births  and  deaths  are  not  allowed  to  occur  under  any  circum- 
stances in  the  houses  used  as  dwellings,  but  should  such  an  event 
by  any  accident  occur,  the  place  is  immediately  deserted  and  never 
entered  again.  Temporary  structures,  even  in  mid-winter,  are 
erected  for  those  about  to  be  confined,  or  who  are  considered  as  apt 
to  die,  to  which  they  are  removed,  and  in  most  cases  left  entirely 
alone. 

In  cases  of  child-birth  the  mother  remains  in  this  temporary 
structure  tour  days,  if  a  boy,  and  five^days  if  a  girl,  the  woman's 
mother  or  other  female  relative,  conveying  the  necessary  food  to 
the  mother.  The  child  is  immediately  put  to  the  breast  after  de- 
livery, washing,  tying  the  cord,  &c. 

Deaths  of  either  mother  or  child  are  rare,  so  I  am  informed,  and 
confinements  are  very  seldom  attended  with  any  considerable  dif- 
ficulty. 

First  menstruations  occur  at  from  twelve  to  fourteen  years  of  age, 
and  for  one  year  afterwards  the  girl  is  not  allowed  to  play  with 
other  children,  or  to  go  upon  either  water  or  ice;  like  prohibition 
occurring  during  the  menstruation  of  any  woman. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  pubesence  occurs  amongst  these  people 
at  a  much  earlier  age  than  is  given  by  most  authorities,  and  accord- 
ing to  those  who  ought  to  know  what  naturally  follows,  is  not  of  the 
cold,  passionless  description  as  we  are  usually  told.  Those  who 
have  wintered  there  tell  me  that  entire  days  and  nights  are  fre- 
quently spent  in  the  wildest  of  sensual  debauches. 

These  people  know  nothing  of  medication,  except  in  cases  of 
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constipation,  when  copious  draughts  of  seal  oil  are  taken,  they  de- 
pending entirely  upon  "showmanism,"  which  is  nothing  more  nor 
less  than  witchcraft.  In  cases  of  obstinate  disease,  the  person 
afflicted  is  made  to  fast  for  four  or  five  days,  and  is  then  made  to 
•eat  a  piece  of  human  flesh,  coming  from  some  person  accidently 
or  otherwise  killed. 

If  three  or  four  children  die  before  reaching  the  age  of  five  years, 
those  born  afterwards  are  thrown  away  and  allowed  to  perish  im- 
mediately after  birth;  the  same  being  done  if  the  first  three  or  four 
children  happen  to  be  boys. 


OSTEOSARCOMA  BELOW  TROCHANTER  MAJOR.    RESECTION  IN 
THE  CONTINUITY;  CURE. 


arry  Cohn,  19  years  old,  German  Israelite,  had  suffered  a 


_J  L  fracture  of  the  left  thigh,  right  under  the  trochanter  major 

about  7  years  ago.  The  fracture  healed  with  about  1^  inch  short- 
ening and  a  deviation  of  the  lower  end  upwards  and  posteriorly  to 
the  upper  end,  as  the  surgeons  who  attended  the  case,  state.  It 
was  therefore  a  somewhat  rectangular  projection  formed,  the  upper 
end  taking  a  nearly  horizontal  position.  The  patient  got  along 
with  this,  though  not  splendid,  still  under  the  difficult  circumstan- 
ces (short  upper  part)  satisfactory  result,  till  some  five  years  after 
the  accident,  the  projections  on  the  hip  seemed  to  enlarge  ;  but  it 
was  not  before  the  next  year  that  direct  discomfort  was  experienced. 
Then,  about  October,  1885,  there  existed  constant  dull  pain,  and 
a  great  weakness  o-r  the  extremity,  to  such  an  extent  that  he  could 
not  stand  on  it,  or  if  he  was  sitting,  could  not  rise  without  assist- 
ance. 

The  patient  consulted  me  in  January  1886,  when  there  was  a  large 
{^)  half-globe  formed,  but  dense  and  firm  projection  of  about  the 
size  of  two  fists  to  be  found,  bulging  out  most  laterally  under  the 
large  trochanter,  which  seemed  to  form  the  upper  part  of  the  tumor. 
I  must  now  candidly  conceed  that  the  hardness  of  the  tumor  made 
me  believe,  that  it  was  an  extrordinarly  smooth  and  rounded  Exos- 
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tosis,  or  rather  an;  ossified  callous  mass,  due  to  the  fracture,  espe- 
cially as  there  were  no  enlarged  inguinal  glands.  The  patient  was 
advised  to  undergo  an  operation,  to  which  he  consented. 

On  the.  1 7th  of  January  1886,  then  with  the  assistance  of  Drs. 
DuPre,  J.  .W.  and  F.  P.  McLaughlin  and  W.  J.  Mathews  I  proceeded 
to  perform  a  wedge  shaped  exsection,  with  the  view  to  break  in  the 
thigh  and  to  unite  the  ends.  The  incision  through  the  skin  over 
the  height  of  the  protrusion  exposed  at  once  a  white  glistening 
bony  surface.  There  was  hardly  any  connective  tissue  between 
the  bone  and  its  covers  The  chisel  fell  at  once,  after  having  pene- 
trated a  bony  shell  of  about  yi  of  an  inch  thickness,  into  a  semi-soft 
mass  and,  of  course,  it  was  evident  that  the  diagnosis  had  not  been 
correct.  The  whitish  looking  mass  in  appearance  and  consistency 
very  much  like  the  pulp  of  cocoanut,  formed  a  bulbous  mass  of 
about  3  inches  diameter,  and  branched  out  in  2  or  3  processes  into 
the  shaft  of  the  bone,  I  suppose  into  the  lines  of  fracture.  It  was 
on  both  ends  freely  chiseled  away  enough  to  be  sure  of  having  re- 
moved all  diseased  bone  and  more.  Wire  seeming  not  strong 
enough  to  unite  firmly  the  cut  ends  of  the  femur,  a  strong  steel  nail 
was  driven  in  from  above  through  the  bones,  after  a  canal  had  been 
drilled.  It  was  only  with  difficulty  that  the  upper  horizontal  end 
was  held  down  to  the  other  in- proper  direction,  but  after  the  nail 
once  was  driven  in,  no  further  inconvenience  was  experienced. 
The  wound  was  then  closed  with  catgut,  only  the  nails'  head  allowed 
to  pass,  and  a  borated  cotton  padding  applied.  It  is  hardly  neces- 
sary to  state  that  all  was  done  aseptically,  though  no  spray  was 
used.  A  plaster  of  paris  bandage,  taking  in  the  pelvis  and  the 
whole  extremity  finished  the  operation,  which  lasted  altogether 
over  two  hours. 

The  patient  did  not  do  well  in  the  beginning,  he  being  of  extreme 
nervosity,  or  better  expressed  a  hysterical  subject,  was  a  constant 
complainer  and  lost  so  much  the  grip  of  self-control,  the  fceces  and 
urine  were  passed  under  him.  The  gypsum  bandage  therefore  had 
to  be  renewed  nearly  every  12th  day.  The  wound  did  not  do  well 
either;  excessive  fungous  granulations  surrounded  the  nail  and 
constant  applications  of  nitrate  of  silver,  iodoform  etc.  was 
required  to  keep  them  down  until  the  6th  week  the  nail  was 
removed,  the  bones  having  united,  and  the  irritation  of  the  foreign 
body  being  considered  the  main  cause  of  these  morbid  granulations. 
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The  cutaneous  covers  still  forming  a  kind  of  a  pocket,  constant 
washings  and  drainage  was  required  for  3  months,  in  which  time 
all  seemed  to  do  well,  and  when  it  was  considered  safe  to  remove 
the  gypsum  bandage  also. 

Still  for  further  3  months  the  point  formerly  around  the  nail  kept 
open,  and  in  the  seventh  month,  when  a  pocket  seemed  to  have 
formed,  an  opening  was  established  on  the  most  depressing  part  of 
it,  and  a  drainage  tube  through  both  openings  carried  through,  af- 
ter the  inside  had  been  well  rubbed  out  with  iodoform,  the  bones 
were  then  found  healthy  by  touch.  In  October  this  sinus  closed 
entirely  and  the  patient  is  now,  nearly  a  year  after  the  operation, 
in  perfect  health,  having  his  left  leg  shorter  4  inches,  walking  on  an 
elevated  sole  and  with  the  assistance  of  a  cane.  An  angular  protru- 
sion of  the'  bone  is  still  present,  evidently  owing  to  an  angular 
union,  but  not  to  any  enlargement  of  the  bone.  He  only  occas- 
sionally  suffers  from  rheumatoid  pains  when  the  weather  changes, 
like  it  is  usual  in  cases  of  fracture. 

The  most  annoying  and  persistent  complication  was  a  bullous 
eruption,  mostly  on  his  lower  left  leg,  where  the  remains  in  form  of 
ulcers  are  yet  present.  There  was  altogether  hardly  a  case  so  try- 
ing to  the  patience  of  the  attendants,  doctors  and  relatives  as  this, 
and  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  express  my  thanks  to  Drs.  McLaugh- 
lin and  Mathews  for  their  kind  assistance. 

The  tumor  was  examined  by  Dr,  J.  W.  McLaughlin,  and  this  is 
what  he  found: 

The  tumor  was  principally  composed  of  large  round  cells  with 
an  occasional  giant  cell  imbedded  in  a  fibro-cartilaginous  stroma. 
Interspersed  here  and  there  throughout  the  tumor  were  to  be  found 
bony  trabecular. 

Reviewing  the  interesting  case,  I  may  be  blamed  for  the  incor- 
rectness of  the  diagnosis,  for  which  I  do  not  apologize.  At  the 
same  time  this  mistake  saved  the  patient  his  leg,  because  other- 
wise I  would  not  have  hesitated  to  exarticulate  the  leg.  1  naturally 
refrained  from  doing  so,  after  the  mistake  was  discovered,  because 
he,  under  anesthesia,  conld  not  have  given  his  consent  to  this  ex- 
tension of  the  operation.  As  the  patient  is  free  now  nearly  for  a 
whole  year  from  a  recurrence  of  the  disease,  and  as  no  enlarged 
glands  can  be  detected  in  the  neighborhood,  and  as  his  general 
health  is  perfectly  good,  a  permanent  cure  may  be  considered 
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probable.  In  regard  to  the  tumor,  its  origin  from  the  lines  of 
fracture  can  hardly  be  doubted.  The  aetiology  of  it  as  well  as  the 
hard  osseous  shell  prove  that  it  was  not  of  periosteal  character.  It 
may  be  considered  of  myologenous  origin,  but  its  processes  into 
the  fissures  of  the  fracture  make  it  doubtful  also,  though  the  tumor 
may  have  taken  its  start  in  the  cavity  and  then  grown  between  the 
fractured  bones,  or*  also  the  cavity  may  be  considered  so  broken 
up  and  displaced  as  to  having  formed  parts  of  the  fracture  lines. 


THE  VALUE  OF  ELECTRICITY  IN  PLACENTA  PREVIA. 

By  W.  M.  Powell,  M.  D.  Albany,  Texas. 

(For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal.) 

ALREADY  some  little  has  been  written  in  regard  to  the  effects 
of  this  agent  in  post  partem  hemorrhage,  and  I  see  no  good 
reason  why  it  should  not  be  a  potent  method  in  arresting  anti- 
partem  hemorhage. 

It  is  clear  to  my  mind,  that  anything  that  will  produce,  almost, 
instantaneous  contractions  of  the  uterus  in  cases  as  formidable  as 
the  one  under  consideration,  is  the  thing  to  be  employed  if  pos- 
sible. 

My  experience  with  electricity  in  general  obstetric  practice  has 
been  such  as  to  justify  its  use  in  almost  every  case,  much  more 
when  we  are  called  upon  to  deal  with  cases  so  fraught  with  danger 
as  the  one  I  shall  now  refer  to. 

Mrs.  S.,  aet. — very  fair  complection,  the  mother  of  seven  living 
children,  (two  miscarriages,)  complained  of  having  head  ache  with 
slight  fever,  very  nervous,  etc.,  on  the  6th  of  December  last.  That 
night  she  had  a  very  slight  discharge  of  blood  per  vagina,  just 
sufficient  to  stain  her  linen.  Her  husband  met  me  on  the  street 
the  following  forenoon  and  told  me  her  condition,  with  the  request 
that  I  should  call  some  time  in  the  afternoon  to  see  her.  They  did 
not  wait,  however  for  me  to  call  at  my  leisure  but  sent  for  me  very 
hurriedly  some  two  hours  after  the  interview.  I  found  Mrs.  S. 
sitting  up,  but  she  informed  me  that  she  was  loosing  considerable 
blood,  and  that  her  back  was  hurting  very  badly.  I  immediately 
had  her  take  her   bed  and  at  once  made  a  digital  examination, 
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removing  several  small  clots  as  I  did  so,  but  could  not  determine 
the  true  nature  of  the  case  as  there  was  very  little  dilatation.  I 
enjoined  perfect  rest  in  the  recumbent  position  and  prescribed 
secale  and  viburnum,  and  instructed  her  husband  to  send  for  me 
promptly  if  she  should  get  worse.  I  had  time  to  call  again  at  6  p. 
m.  without  being  sent  for,  and  found  her  seemingly  quite  comforta- 
ble. At  9  o'clock  I  was  called  to  go  in  great  haste,  the  messenger 
stating  that  "she  was  nearly  dead."  The  distance  being  short  I 
soon  arrived,  and  found  her  quite  exhausted  from  the  most  frightful 
hemorrhage  I  have  ever  seen  in  eleven  years  of  active  practice.  I 
very  promptly  cleared  the  vaginia  again  of  a  great  mass  of  clots 
and  found  sufficient  dilatation  to  confirm  me  in  my  opinion  from 
the  start,  that  was,  that  of  a  placental  presentation,  for  I  could 
easily  detect  a  portion  of  the  afterbirth  a  little  in  advance  of  what 
I  supposed  to  be  the  head,  for,  to  be  sure  I  could  not  be  certain. 
However  I  lost  no  time  in  tamponing,  with  the  view  of  course,  of 
suppressing  the  flow  (which  appeared  to  be  a  continuous  stream) 
until  an  engagement  of  somekind  should  take  place,  but  this  did  no 
good  that  I  could  discover  at  all.  I  then  sent  a  runner  for  my 
battery,  and  an  other  for  my  friend  Dr.  M.,  for  I  saw  that  my  pa- 
tient was  rapidly  sinking.  The  battery  being  much  nearer  soon 
came,  and  as  quickly  as  I  could  possibly  set  it  in  running  order  I 
applied  the  positive  electrode  to  the  sacro-lumbar  region,  and  the 
negative  all  over  the  abdominal  points, and  in  less  than  two  minutes 
the  hemorrhage  ceased,  and  the  constant  hurting  in  her  back  was 
relieved.  Some  fifteen  minutes  later  Dr.  M.  came,  made  an  exam- 
ination, but  did  not  detect  the  placenta  as  I  had  done,  and  as  all 
hemorrhage  had  stopped  he  took  his  leave,  stating  that  she  might 
possibly,  go  on  to  full  time,  (this  being  as  nearly  as  could  be  de- 
termined eight  months.) 

Mrs.  S.  fell  asleep  for  a  short  time,  but  in  just  one  hour  from  the 
time  I  checked  the  flow,  it  recurred  with,  seemingly  double  force 
and  quantity.  I  again  applied  the  electric  current  as  before,  and 
in  equally  as  short  a  time  controlled  it.  I  then  made  another  ex- 
amination and  could  easily  make  out  the  presentation  (vertex)  and 
quite  a  surface  of  the  placenta  just  in  advance.  Having  my  forceps 
at  hand,  I  naturally  concluded  to  apply  them  and  deliver  at  the 
earliest  practicable  moment,  as  my  patient  was  as  near  pulseless, 
and  at  death's  door  as  I  ever  saw  any  one  to  recover.  I  again  sent  for 
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Dr.M.  as  I  wanted  him  to  be  sure  that  it  was  indeed  a  case  of  placenta 
praevia,  and  help  me  save  her  life,  if  possible.  He  soon  was  on 
hand  and  after  a  second  careful  examination  confirmed  my  dignosis, 
and  fully  agreed  with  me  in  my  idea  of  instrumental  delivery  as 
soon  as  there  was  sufficient  dilatation  and  advancement  of  the 
head  to  warrant  it.  By  this  time  the  head  was  pretty  well  engaged 
and  actual  labor  set  in  rather  vigorously,  and  the  amniotic  waters 
allowed  to  escape  by  rupturing  the  sac. 

No  more  hemorrhage  of  any  special  consequence  occurred, and  at 
half  past  three  a.  m.  I  delivered  her  of  a  very  well  developed,  dead 
male  child.  I  will  state  in  this  connection,  that,  according  to  her 
statement,  no  foetal  movement  was  felt  after  10  o'clock  in  the 
evening,  and  all  efforts  to  resuscitate  the  child  of  course  proved 
futile.  In  a  reasonable  length  of  time  the  afterbirth  was  expelled, 
presenting  a  torn,  bleeding  surface,  or  edgej  some  five  inches  in 
length,  which  of  course  accounted  for  such  a  fearful  hemorrhage. 

The  position  of  the  presenting  placenta  was  to  the  right,  the 
lower  end  of  the  rent  diping  down  as  it  were  towards  the  hollow  of 
the  sacrum,  the  upper  extending  above  the  sacro-illiac  sympyhsis, 
overlaping  something  like  one-half  the  orifice;  hence  it  will  be 
seen  that  so  much  of  the  laceration  extended  below  the  bony 
structure  that  it  afforded  a  free  source  for  continuous  hemorrhage, 
while  that  part  above  exposed  numerous  vessels  to  augment  the 
flow  at  each  contraction  and  dilatation;  consequently  the  head, 
naturally  had  to  come  well  down,  pressing  the  soft  parts  before  it 
could  serve  as  a  complete  plug. 

Dr.  M.  at  his  first  visit  insisted  on  giving  opiates  which  I  de- 
clined to  agree  to,  as  past  experience,  with  her,  had  shown  me 
that  she  could  not  bear  opium  in  any  form;  and  besides,  opium, 
like  ergot,  has  its  particular  place  in  treating  diseases,  and  since 
ergot  had  failed  to  control  hemorrhage  in  this  case,  I  could  not 
hope  for  opium  to  do  so. 

The  question  might  very  properly  be  asked,  how  could  electric- 
ity have  controlled  this  violent  hemorrhage  in  so  short  a  time  after 
the  other  means  employed  so  uterly  failed  ?  I  have  but  one  theory 
to  advance.  We  know  that  ergot  does  not  at  all  times  act  uni- 
formly on  the  transverse  and  longitudinal  fibers  of  the  uterus,  and 
upon  this  hypothesis  electricity  should  claim  the  preference  since 
Beard,  Rockwell,  Bartholow,  and  Althus,  Morgan  and  others  claim 
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that  it  does;  and  if  electricity  does,  why  not  employ  it?  I 
think  it  clearly  evident  that  it  performs  its  work  in  a  very  short 
space  of  time,  thereby  obviating  the  suspense  incident  to  the  anx- 
ious watching  and  waiting  for  the  uncertain  results  of  remedies 
given  internally,  and  various  other  methods  resorted  to  in  such 
cases. 

We  understand  and  appreciate  the  value  of  the  tampon,  the  use 
of  ergot  of  rye,  abdominal  manipulation  with  cold,  the  hot  douche, 
etc.,  but  they  all  sometimes  fail,  and  we  are  sorely  perplexed  to 
know  the  next  best  thing  to  do.  I  think  the  battery  excells  every- 
thing else  in  such  troublesome  cases,  and  that  every  physician 
should  have  one  and  understand  how  to  use  it.  I  don't  wish  to  be 
understood  that  this  is  my  hobby,  but  I  do  say  that  it  is  all  I  want 
in  obstetric  practice,  and  when  once  used  on  the  parturient  female, 
she,  as  a  rule  will  call  for  it  at  her  subsequent  confinements.  I  am 
engaged  for  two  particular  cases  now,  and  they  have  both  sent  me 
word  not  to  fail  to  bring  my  battery  when  I  am  wanted. 

In  conclusion,  I  will  ask,  would  my  patient  have  survived  if  I 
had  not  had  the  battery  ?  It  is  my  honest  opinion  that  she 
would  not.  The  heart's  action  had  grown  so  feeble  that  her  ex- 
tremities were  perfectly  cold,  syncope  quite  marked.  In  the  first 
place  she  lost  entirely  too  much  blood  before  I  had  an  opportunity 
to  use  electricity,  and  in  the  second  place  she  could  never  have 
survived  the  second  violent  hemorrhage,  because  of  the  depressed 
condition  of  the  system  from  the  first  prolonged  attack,  if  it  had 
not  been  so  promptly  arrested  by  it.  This  afforded  an  opportunity 
for  the  use  of  restoratives,  and  in  thus  reviving  her,  true  labor 
pains  set  in  which  kept  up  regularly  from  the  stimulus  given  the 
genito-spinal  nerves  by  the  current,  terminating  the  case  so  favora- 
bly without  the  use  of  instruments. 

I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  W.  T.  Baird  of  Mexico,  (formerly  associ- 
ated with  me  in  the  practice  of  medicine  at  this  place)  for  what 
little  I  know  about  electricity  in  the  lying-in-chamber.  As  to  its 
utility  in  other  branches,  I  have  but  little  to  say,  as  I  have  not  de- 
voted the  time  and  study  to  it,  that  he  has. 

I  could  mention  a  good  many  cases  of  post  partem  hemorrhage 
that  yielded  to  the  electric  current,  in,  from  one  to  five  minutes, 
-and  all  I  have  to  say  to  my  medical  friends,  is,  to  try  it  and  .they 
will  not  be  disappointed. 
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COMPLICATED  RUPTURE  OF  URETHRA. 

By  Dr.  Rudolph  Menger,  of  San  Antonio,  Texas. 
Reported  for  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 

BELIEVING  that  the  following  case  is  a  rare  one,  and  of  great 
interest  in  some  respects,  I  report  the  particulars : 
J.  B.,  aged  about  45,  of  robust  and  healthy  appearance,  weighing 
nearly  200  pounds,  undertook  early  one  morning  of  last  month  to 
catch  a  turkey  on  the  roof  of  a  house.  Unluckily  the  man  slipped 
and  fell,  with  legs  stretched  apart,  on  the  edge  of  the  upper  board 
of  a  fence  and  directly  on  his  perineum  and  scrotum.  He  had  ta- 
ken a  drink  of  whisky  just  before  the  accident  happened,  and  had 
emptied  his  bladder  before  he  ascended  the  fence  to  get  on  the 
house.  When  first  seen,  in  company  with  Dr.  Hertzberg,  we  found 
the  pars  bulbosa  swollen  and  slight  discoloration  of  the  perineum 
and  scrotum.  He  did  not  complain  much,  except  on  pressure  on 
the  perineum.  The  bladder  was  empty,  and  we  delayed  catheter- 
ism  until  about  three  hours  afterwards,  when  I  saw  him  again  and 
found  the  bladder  filling  and  blood  oozing  from  the  meatus  ureth- 
ras. I  tried  to  introduce  a  soft  catheter,  of  course  as  cautiously  as 
possible,  but  failed.  After  consulting  with  Dr.  D.  Berry,  we  again 
tried  to  introduce  a  soft  catheter,  bougie  or  metallic  catheter,  but 
in  vain.  After  each  of  these  trials,  a  large  quantity  of  blood  was 
discharged  by  the  catheter,  and  it  was  evident  that  the  urethra  was 
ruptured  at  the  pars  membrana,  and  also  that  either  old  strictures  or 
false  passages,  caused  by  the  traumatism,  existed,  as  the  catheter 
would  pass  one  large  and  a  smaller  obstruction,  but  would  not 
enter  the  bladder. 

As  the  man  was  in  a  very  small  100m  of  a  boarding-house  with 
but  little  light  and  devoid  of  the  least  necessary  attention,  and 
where  it  would  have  been  nearly  impossible  to  make  any  sort  of 
operation,  we  had  him  removed  to  the  Hospital.  At  this  time  his 
bladder  was  filled  to  the  utmost.  After  bringing  him  fully  under 
chloroform,  I  again  tried  catheterism;  first  with  soft  catheter,  then 
with  a  stricture  sound,  and  requested  Dr.  A.  Herff  and  others  to  see 
if  they  could  be  more  successful — but  without  success.  As  I  had 
no  large  curved  trocar  at  hand,  I  aspirated  the  bladder  through 
the  rectum,  which  of  course,  was  only  a  temporary  relief;  and,  as 
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the  bladder  filled  up  again  during  the  night  of  the  following  day,  I 
passed  a  curved  trocar  through  the  rectum  in  the  bladder,  with 
the  intention  of  retaining  it,  until,  perhaps  there  would  be  a  chance 
to  introduce  a  catheter  per  vias  naturalis  after  six  or  eight  days; 
but,  unfortunately,  after  the  bladder  was  emptied,  the  canula  slip- 
ped the  hands  of  an  assistant,  caused  by  the  restlessness  of  the  pa- 
tient, after  the  narcosis,  and  we  made  at  once  preparations  for  the 
perineal  section,  Drs.  Braunagel,  Berry  and  Hertzberg,  kindly  as- 
sisting. Being  aware  that  much  traumatic  hemorrhage,  and  per- 
haps urinary  infiltration  had  occurred,  I  carefully  removed  clot 
after  clot  in  the  cut  wound,  which  I*  thought,  perhaps  pressed  on,  or 
occluded  the  ruptured  part  of  urethra.  The  perineum  was  quite 
broad  and  very  deep,  but  the  end  of  the  staff,  which  lodged  near 
the  bulbus,  could  be  reached  easily  after  removal  of  the  clots. 

The  point  of  interest  in  this  case  is,  that,  even  now  it  was  utterly 
impossible  to  enter  the  bladder,  either  from  the  perineal  opening, 
or  through  the  entire  urethra  or  both  plans  combined.  A  part  of 
the  upper  ruptured  membranes  could  be  seen,  but  there  was  such  a 
confusion  of  ruptured  tissues,  clots  and  bleeding  points  that  it  was 
a  matter  of  impossibility  to  come  into  the  neck  of  the  bladder;  in- 
deed, it  seemed  as  if  false  passages  existed  leading  in  different 
directions.  I  dilated  the  wound  somewhat  downward  into  the  bul- 
bus in  order  to  have  a  better  view  and  chance  to  introduce  an  in- 
strument into  the  bladder,  but  without  success.  At  the  same  time 
a  serious  hemorrhage  set  in  from  far  back,  perhaps  the  bulbo-ureth- 
ralis,  and  the  bleeding  could  only  be  stopped  with  a  good  tampon 
of  absorbent  cotton  as  the  tissues  were  torn  and  clotted  all  around 
the  ruptured  place.  The  scrotum,  I  forgot  to  mention,  was  highly 
infiltrated  with  extravasated  blood,  so  that  several  large  incis- 
sions  had  to  be  made.  Afler  the  bleeding  was  controled  entirely, 
the  bladder,  now  filled  up  again  to  the  utmost,  was  tapped  again 
per  rectum  and  the  canula  retained  with  extra  appliances.  The 
patient  was  doing  quite  well,  until  on  the  evening  of  the  second  day 
after  the  perineal  section,  when  he  complained  of  severe  pain  along 
the  upper  thigh  of  left  leg,  and  I  detected  emphysema  along  all 
the  muscles  down  to  the  knee-joint.  In  spite  of  narcotics  and 
bandages,  the  pain  and  emphysematous  swelling  increased 
and  all  at  once  the  pulse  ceased  to  beat,  his  system  was  thrown  in- 
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to  a  state  of  convulsion  and  he  died  in  a  few  minutes  in  a  state  of 
collapse. 

There  was  but  little  rising  of  temperature  after  each  operation, 
but  he  was  quite  nauseated,  more,  it  seemed  caused  by  the  narcosis; 
no  signs  of  peritonitis;  the  last  attack  was  perhaps  one  of  uraemia, 
although  the  patient,  I  must  state,  drank  some  hours  before  his 
death,  contrary  to  all  expectation  and  my  orders,  the  contents  of  a 
large  bottle  of  beer,  which  a  friend  had  sent  him,  and  a  glass  of 
which  he  said  would  generally  at  once  stop  the  vomiting,  as  he  was 
subject  to  alcoholism,  and  this  undoubtedly  brought  on  his  restless 
condition  and  allowed  access  of  air  through  some  lacerated  part, 
into  the  original  canal  and  upwards  into  the  cellular  tissue  along 
the  muscles  of  the  thigh. 

I  should  be  very  glad  to  hear  any  comments,  or  the  report  of 
a  similar  case,  either  through  the  Journal  or  by  letter. 


AVING  read  in  the  December  number  of  your  Journal  an 


J  Larticle  from  Dr.  U.  G.  M.  Walker  on  the  nse  of  veratrum 

viride  in  the  treatment  of  puerperal  eclampsia,  and  having  had  a 
somewhat  similar  experience  in  the  use  of  the  drug,  and  believing 
it  to  be  an  excellent  auxiliary  in  the  treatment  of  this  dread  dis- 
ease, I  wish  to  add  my  mite  of  testimony  in  its  favor,  by  reporting 
the  following  case  : 

On  the  morning  of  May  19th,  1886,  was  called  to  see  Sallie  Mc, 
negress,  aged  about  25,  multipara,  in  previous  robust  health,  about 
7  months  pregnant.  When  I  arrived  she  had  had  two  convulsions, 
could  yet  swallow;  was  blind.  I  succeeded  in  getting  her  to  swal- 
low a  large  dose  of  Brom.  Pot.  Chloral  Hydrate,  and  Sulph.  Morph. 
In  one  hour  she  had  another  convulsion,  after  which  she  was  no 
longer  able  to  swallow. 

I  then  unloaded  her  bowels  with  an  enema.  Anticipating  an- 
other spasm  in  about  one  hour,  I  commenced  the  the  use  of  chloro- 
form by  inhalatiou  in  time  to  lengthen  the  interval  to  1^  hours 
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The  chloroform  alone  was  kept  up  at  intervals,  for  3  hours  more, 
with  no  good  result  except  increasing  the  interval  a  little,  without 
mitigating  the  severity  of  the  spasms.  I  then  bled  her  freely,  still 
keeping  up  the  chloroform,  which  lessened  the  severity  of  the  par- 
oxysms somewhat.  Again  after  2  hours  I  reopened  the  vein  and 
bled  her  the  second  time,  with  no  better  result  than  the  first. 

Just  at  this  juncture  I  remember  to  have  read  a  short  report  on 
the  use  of  verat.  viride  in  puerperal  eclampsia  with  good  results  by 
James  L.  Sulivan  (St.  Louis  Courier  of  Medicine,  March,  '85,  page 
240),  and  about  20  minutes  before  I  was  expecting  the  fifteenth 
convulsion  I  gave  her  hypodermically  12  drops  Norwood's  Tinct. 
Veratrum  Viride  with  10  grs.  Hydrate  Chloral,  and  the]fifteenth  par- 
oxysm never  came.  In  40  minutes  I  repeated  the  dose  with  the 
happy  result  that  there  were  no  more  spasms,  neither  were  there 
any  muscular  twitchings,  nor  even  tremor  indicating  the  return  o  f 
the  fits.  The  great  arterial  tension  was  speedily  relieved,  and  the 
pulse  slowed  to  about  60  beats  per  minute.  I  then  substituted 
Tinct.  Digitalis  for  the  veratrum,  and  at  intervals  of  two  hours  gave 
the  chloral  and  digitalis  until  six  doses  were  given.  She  recovered 
consciousness  in  about  20  hours  from  the  last  fit. 

There  was  no  dilatation  of  the  os  nor  contraction^of  the  body  of 
the  uterus  during  the  whole  nervous  phenomena,  but  two  days  later 
uterine  contractions  set  up,  labor  came  on  and  she  was  soon  de- 
livered of  a  dead  foetus,  from  all  of  which  she  made  a  speedy  re- 
covery. 

I  report  this  case  in  detail  to  show  the  comparative  depressor 
motor  value  of  veratrum  with  the  usual  remedies  exhibited  in  the 
treatment  of  this  dread  malady,  also  how  promptly,  the  perturbed 
nervous  condition  responded  to  its  sedative]action. 


POISONING  BY  PHYTOLACCA. 

/.  N.  Mendenhall,  P.  B.,  M.  D.,  Piano,  Texas. 

ForJDaniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 

ON  the  night  of  February  21st,  '85,  I  was  ha:  tily  summoned  to 
visit  Ml  and^Mrs.  W.,  I  found  them  vomiting  and  purging 
violently.    I  learned,  upon  inquiry,  that  they  had  eaten  nothing 
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unusual  for  supper  except  horse-radish.  Alarming  symptoms  were 
soon  developed  in  Mr.  W.  who  had  partaken  more  freely  of  the 
article  than  Mrs.  W.  He  had  a  cold,  clammy  perspiration,  pulsa- 
tion and  respiration  imperceptible,  passing  blood  and  shreds  of 
mucus  membrane  from  his  bowels,  was  indifferent  as  to  the  result, 
and  indeed,  was  in  a  state  of  collapse.  A  judicious  use  of  stimu- 
lants and  astringent  enemata  soon  revived  him,  and  in  two  or  three 
hours  both  patients  were  out  of  danger.  An  examination  disclosed 
the  fact  that  it  was  not  horse-radish  they  had  eaten,  but  poke~root,  a 
violent  acro-narcotic  poison.  These  two  vegetables,  or  herbs,  so 
frequently  grow  side  by  side  in  gardens,  it  is  well  to  remember  how 
to  distinguish  them.  Horse-radish  has  a  root  6-12  inches  long,  of  a 
sharp,  pungent  taste,  and  causes  lachrymation  when  cut,  while  poke 
root  has  a  much  larger,  fleshy  root,  and  is  of  sweetish  bitter  taste. 
Horse-radish  will  occasion,  in  some  instances,  vesical  irritation 
while  poke  root  will  act  as  a  severe  acro-narcotic  poison,  and  may 
produce  death. 


Correspondence. 


THAT  CRITICISM. 

[dr.  briggs'  reply  to  dr.  Wallace's  review  of  the  prize  essay.} 

Communicated  for  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 

IN  the  December  number  (1886)  of  Daniel's  Texas  Medical 
Journal  will  be  found  an  alleged  criticism,  by  Dr.  D.  R. 
Wallace,  of  Terrell,  of  an  essay  by  myself,  to  which  was  awarded 
the  prize  by  the  State  Medical  Association  at  its  last  meeting. 

I  have  no  objections  to  honest,  legitimate  criticism.  In  fact  I 
rather  court  it,  for  when  it  is  healthful — and  all  honest  criticism  is 
healthful — it  is  beneficial  to  myself  as  well  as  to  the  public,  and 
above  all,  to  the  cause  sought  to  be  served. 

Preliminary  to  the  brief  notice  I  shall  give  this  alleged  criticism,. 
(I  shall  not  dignify  it  with  an  elaborate  reply)  I  desire  to  enter  a 
respectful  protest  against  the  uncalled  for  and  very  seeming  malic- 
ious attack  upon  the  committee  which  awarded  the  prize  in  the 
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contest  of  Essays  at  the  last  State  Medical  Association  meeting. 

Dr.  Wallace  says  of  the  committee:  "The  gentlemen  who  made 
the  award  are  honored  members  of  an  honorable  profession.  I 
have  the  profoundest  respect  for  the  personal  character  and  pro- 
fessional status  of  all  of  them."  Marc  Anthony  said  Brutus  was 
"an  honorable  man,"  yet  Marc  Anthony  sought  his  overthrow  and 
death.  Rochefoucauld  says  "there  is  a  sort  of  homage  that  vice 
pays  to  virtue."  Will  Dr.  Wallace,  who  is  so  erudite,  please  state 
what  sort  of  homage  that  is? 

WTas  it  necessary  in  the  criticism  of  a  Prize  Essay  to  assail  the 
committee,  or  rather  the  majority  of  the  committee,  which  awarded 
the  prize?  Dr.  Wallace  was  of  that  committee  himself,  but  says 
he  never  saw  the  Prize  Essay  until.  November  15th,  1886,  when 
"The  Transactions"  were  published.  Is  not  this  fact  the  inspira- 
tion of  his  attack  on  the  committee  (the  majority)  who  awarded  the 
prize?  He  did  not  see  the  Essay.  The  calcium  light — no,  the 
electric  blaze  of  his  ponderous  intellect  never  coming  in  contact 
with  the  pages  of  the  Essay,  was  it  not  a  presumption  indeed,  for 
this  majority  to  make  an  award?  It  is  a  fact,  the  gentlemen  who 
made  the  award  are  stars  in  the  firmament  of  medical  science, 
"honored  members  of  an  honorable  profession,"  and  "I  have  the 
the  profoundest  respect  for  the  personal  character  and  professional 
status  of  all  of  them,"  but  stars  only  shine  by  reflected  light,  a  re- 
flected light  from  the  sun,  and  the  sun  never  having  shone  upon 
the  Essay,  these  stars  could  not  reflect  the  light  of  this  sun,  ergo 
their  act  was  one  of  darkness.  Great  is  Allah,  and  Mahomet  is  his 
prophet! 

The  good  doctor  says:  "My  name  stands  for  something,  in,  as 
out  of  the  profession  in  Texas — not  much — how  little,  no  one  is 
more  conscious  than  myself,  but  whatever  it  is,  it  is  the  result  of 
work  from  the  ground  up,  and  I  do  not  propose  to  be  elbowed  into 
prostituting  it."  Yes,  it  is  evident  the  good  doctor  has  worked 
"from  the  ground,"  and  let  us  hope,  "up."  He  has  worked  "from 
the  ground"  and  alas!  a  goodly  deal  of  the  "earth  earthy"  remains. 

If  these  gentlemen  of  the  committee  who  awarded  the  prize  are, 
in  the  estimation  of  Dr.  Wallace,  "honored  members  of  an  honor- 
able profession,"  as  he  says,  and  if  he  has  "the  profoundest  re- 
spect for  the  personal  character,"  to  say  nothing  of  "the  profes- 
sional status"  of  all  of  them,  how  could  they,  being  a  majority, 
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prostitute  his  name,  or  elbow  him  "into  prostituting  it,"  by  award- 
ing the  prize  to  an  Essay  which,  in  their  judgment,  merited  it? 
Which  horn  of  the  dilemma  will  the  good  doctor  take?  But 
enough  on  this  branch  of  the  question.  The  animus  of  the  doc- 
tor's arraignment  of  the  committee  must  be  so  plain  that  the  blind 
may  run  and  read;  and  now  let  us  look  to  his  criticism,  "so  called." 

As  I  before  stated,  in  all  that  I  have  ever  written  or  that  I  ever 
may  write,  I  court  honest  and  legitimate  criticism.  The  scalpel  of 
the  critic  is  just  as  legitimate  in  criticism,  when  it  is  needed,  as  is 
the  knife  of  the  surgeon  in  some  diseases.  But  the  skillful  surgeon 
who  knows  when  and  how  to  cut,  be  it  ever  so  deep  that  he  puts 
his  knife,  does  no  mangling,  leaves  no  jagged,  rough  and  ugly  scars 
behind  to  mark  the  presence  of  the  butcher.  Legitimate  criticism 
is  inspired  by  the  worthy  motives  of  correcting  errors,  combatting 
false  theories,  exposing  illogical  conclusions  and  making  the  right 
and  the  truth  to  triumph,  and  legitimate  criticism  is  always  honest, 
fair  and  just.  It  does  not  garble,  it  does  not  argue  from  false  pre- 
mises— that  is  from  mis-stated  premises;  it  does  not  build  up  men* 
of  straw  to  combat,  palming  them  off  as  real  men — it  fights  no  men 
in  buckram.  The  criticism  that  is  otherwise  than  this,  is  born  of 
petty  malice,  spite  and  hate,  and  brought  forth  in  imbecile,  puerile, 
pitiful  envy  or  wounded  self  conceit. 

Let  us  look  at  the  animus  of  Dr.  Wallace's  self  asserted  criti- 
cism. Quoting  from  it  he  says :  "In  the  first  paragraph  he 
[myself]  says:  It  seems  to  me  we,  as  physicians,  are  too  prone  to 
grasp  gross  facts  rather  than  turn  the  channels  of  our  investiga- 
tions into  the  rich  fields  of  forces  and  substantial  though  invisible 
entities  which  broad  domain,  with  its  protean  manifestations  are, 
[is]  on  every  side,  legion."  I  never  said  any  such  thing.  He  gar- 
bles what  I  said.  He  presents  a  man  in  buckram  and  proceeds  to 
fight  it  with  Falstafnan  courage,  skill  and  magnifying  truthfulness. 
Before  he  gets  through  with  the  strife,  there  are  seven  men  in 
buckram,  and  they  have  blown  the  tloughty  doctor  fearfully  in  his 
bout  with  them. 

What  I  did  say  is  as  follows  :  "It  seems  to  me  that  we,  as  phy- 
sicians, are  too  prone  to  grasp  gross  facts  only,  rather  than  turn  the 
channels  of  our  scientific  investigations  into  the  rich  field  of  forces, 
and  substantial,  though  invisible,  entities,  which  broad  domain, 
with  its  protean  manifestations,  are,  upon  every  side,  legion."  I 
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give  the  words  and  punctuation  just  exactly  as  they  appear  in  the 
"Transactions  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association"  for  1886, 
page  545.  Compare  the  exact  words  with  the  garbled  paragraph 
of  Dr.  Wallace,  and  say  if  the  animus  of  the  criticism  is  not  appa- 
rent. In  the  garbled  paragraph  in  the  alleged  criticism,  the  word 
"that"  is  left  out  between  the  words  "me"  and  "we,"  making  it  to 
read:  "It  seems  to  me  we,"  instead  of,  "it  seems  to  me  that  we 
etc.  The  elimination  of  the  word  "that"  in  this  location  is  of  small 
importance  in  itself,  for  I  take  it,  it  was  really  superfluous,  but  it 
was  a  mutilation.  Let  us  look  further.  In  the  garbled  paragraph, 
the  word  "only"  is  left  out  after  the  words  "gross  facts"  and  further- 
more "gross  facts"  in  the  garbled  extract  are  italicised,  which  is 
not  the  case  in  the  essay.  The  elimination  of  the  word  "only," 
after  the  words  "gross  facts,"  very  materially  changes  the  sense  of 
the  sentence,  and  it  is  the  sentence  with  the  word  "only"  left  out 
that  Dr.  Wallace  assails.  It  is  incumbent  upon  me  to  answer  an 
attack  upon  something  I  never  wrote  ?  Must  I  poise  a  lance  or 
cross  swords  with  every  Don  Quixote,  who,  bestriding  his  Rosi- 
ante,  and  sighing  for  a  Dulcinea  del  Toboso  of  literary  renown, 
charges  castles  that  live  only  in  his  disorded  fancy? 

But  our  modern  Quixote,  not  content  with  the  two  mutilations 
already  set  forth,  must  needs  indeed  mutilate  the  paragraph  a  third 
time,  and  leave  out  the  word  "scientific"  before  the  word  "investi- 
tions."  The  force  of  this  omission  must  be  apparent  to  even  the 
most  casual  reader.  The  critic  must  have  been  in  sore  straits  in- 
deed, for  something  against  which  to  shape  into  words,  "mere 
words,"  the  drippings  of  his  pen,  when  he  has  to  mutilate  a  para- 
graph and  distort  it  from  its  original  reading,  sense  and  meaning, 
to  attack  it. 

It  is  the  privilege  of  Dr.  Wallace  to  believe,  if  he  so  desires, 
"that  the  whole  catalogue  of  essences,  quidities,  entities,  and  what- 
not constituting  ontology,  had  been  relegated  to  the  owls  and 
bats."  He  may  quote  Maudsley  and  Lord  Bacon  ad  libitum,  and 
be  the  apostle  of  these  luminous  geniuses,  if  he  so  wills,  for  that  is 
none  of  my  concern.  He  may  raise  his  Maudsley  to  a  pedestal  in 
his  own  estimation  as  high  as  he  pleases  above  St.  Paul,  he  may 
canonize  Lord  Bacon  above  any  of  the  old  saints  and  martyrs,  he 
may  deny  God,  blaspheme  Christ  and  raise  altars  to  any  strange 
god  he  pleases  in  the  Athens  of  his  intellect,  and  I  will  not  gainsay 
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his  right,  but  I  would  like  to  know  what  this  airing  of  his  infidelity 
has  to  do  with  a  legitimate  criticism  of  the  prize  essay? 

In  the  second  paragraph  of  the  essay  the  critic  assumes  to  find 
matter  worthy  his  attention.  Here,  as  in  the  first  -paragraph  we 
find  him  mutilating  again.  The  paragraph  in  the  essay  reads : 
"Here  is  an  inexorable  quality  of  physical  and  mental  law  •  not  an 
abstract  theoretical  myth,  but  a  veritable,  vascular,  live  and  ac- 
tive force,  bequeating  to  our  offspring  certain  physical,  mental  and 
moral  traits  of  character  not  unlike  ours."  Dr.  Wallace  garbles  it 
by  leaving  out  the  words  "live  and  active"  between  "vascular"  and 
"force,"  he  makes  the  sentence,  "here  is  an  inexorable  quality  of 
physical  and  mental  law"  the  text  for  an  attempt  at  ridicule. 

All  who  read  the  essay  know  the  law  referred  to,  is  that  law  of 
inheritance  by  which,  and  through  which  the  sins  of  the  father  are 
visited  upon  the  children  even  to  the  third  and  fourth  generations. 
Does  Dr.  Wallace  deny  the  existence  of  such  a  law  ?  Does  he  con- 
tend that  man  does  not  bequeath  to  his  offspring  the  "physical, 
mental,  and  moral  traits  of  character"  he  himself  possesses  ?  I  say 
in  the  essay  that  such  a  law  is  "not  an  abstract  theoretical  myth, 
but  a  veritable  vascular,  live  and  active  force."  Does  the  critic 
claim  that  such  a  law  is  a  myth,  is  "an  abstract  theoretical  myth?" 
That  it  is  not  a  "veritable"  fact  ?  That  it  is  not  a  "vascular" 
force?  That  it  is  not  "a  live  active  force?"  The  force  of  his 
criticism  of  the  paragraph  in  question  is  a  total  denial  on  his  part 
of  the  law  of  inheritance  in  man  and  beast. 

Dr.  Wallace  speaking  of  himself,  says  :  "My  name  stands  for 
something  in  and  out  of  the  profession  in  Texas."  I  am  glad  to 
know  that  it  does.  If  his  brow  is  decked  with  chaplets,  it  rejoices 
me;  if  his  name  is  linked  with  fame,  it  gives  me  exceeding  happi- 
ness. And  let  us  wreath  with  the  chaplet  he  wears,  this  other  flow- 
er he  hath  won;  he  denies  the  law  of  inheritance)  let  us  stud  his  cor" 
onet  of  fame  with  this  other  gem,  all  his  own — he  denies  the  law  of 
inheritance.  He  demolishes  my  first  paragraph  with  his  infidelity 
and  his-creed,  of  the  law  of  nature  only,  and  he  annihilates  my  sec- 
ond paragraph  with  a  flat  denial  of  the  law  of  nature;  and  the  in- 
ference of  his  optimistic  belief  that  "there  is  a  divinity  that  shapes 
our  end,"  only. 

The  learned  critic  then  jumps  to  another  portion  of  the  essay  to 
misquote  and  garble  as  follows  :    "It  is  indeed  surprising  to  find  so 
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little  written  upon  rational  principles  pertaining  to  results  accruing 
from  hereditary  predispositions  beyond  that  of  bare  clinical  facts, 
which  if  unformulated,  are  utterly  worthless  to  the  practitioner  of 
medicine.  In  fact  little  is  said  in  any  way  respecting  hereditary 
disease — our  standard  text  books  devoting  casual,  indefinite  atten- 
tion to  this  subject."  This  is  not  what  I  said  in  the  essay,  but  is 
another  man  of  straw  our  doughty  knight  has  set  up  at  which  to 
hurl  his  javelins.  I  said  in  the  essay,  and  I  will  italicize  the  words 
omitted  by  the  critic,  as  follows  :  "In  the  study  of  this  subject,  we 
must  say  it  is  indeed  surprising  to  find  so  little  written  upon  rational 
principles  pertaining  to  results  accruing  from  hereditary  predispo- 
sitions, beyond  that  of  bare  clinical  facts,  which  if  unformulated, 
are  utterly  useless  to  the  practitioner  of  medicine.  In  fact  but  little 
is  said  in  any  way  respecting  hereditary  diseases,  our  standard 
medical  textbooks  merely  devoting  casual  and indefinite  attention  to 
the  subject."  It  will  be  seen  by  a  comparison  of  the  two  excerpts 
from  the  essay  the  exact  one- as  I  give  it,  and  the  garbled,  mutilated 
one  of  the  critic,  that  there  is  a  very  material  difference  in  the  two. 
Why  did  not  the  erudite  gentleman  criticise  what  I  said?  Why 
does  he  misquote  me,  thereby  laying  a  false  premise  upon  which  to 
erect  a  very  flimsy  structure  of  assault  ?  I  say  that  "in  the  study 
of  this  subject"  that  "it  is  indeed  surprising  to  find  so  little  writ- 
ten upon  rational  principles  pertaining  to  results  accruing  from 
hereditary  predispositions.  T  said  it  and  I  adhere  to  it.  Not  one 
of  the  authors,  W.  B.  Carpenter,  H.  Maudsley,  Dick  Hark  Tuke, 
Bucknell  and  Tuke,  Echeverria,  Blandford,  Bastian,  Hammond  or 
Gray,  or  even  the  learned  critic  himself  in  his  luminous,  super-es- 
thetical,  highly  poetical,  in-love-with-himself-young-man  character 
of  insanity  reports,  has  written  on  the  subject  of  which  I  treat  and 
which  I  discuss  in  my  essay.  The  very  names  of  the  works  he 
gives  by  these  authors  are  evidence  of  this  fact,  to  say  nothing  of 
their  contents.  I  have  them  in  my  library.  I  have  read  them  and 
enjoyed  their  theories  snd  speculations,  (the  critic's  Asylum  insane 
reports  excepted)  but  I  have  found  them  "useless,"  (not  "worth- 
less" as  the  critic  has  me  to  say  in  his  misquotation)  in  my  studies 
of  the  subject!l  handle,  and  so  does  every  other  student  of  the  same 
subject.  One  of  the  authors  quoted  by  the  critic,  Tuke,  in  his 
treatise  on  Action  and  Reaction  of  JVIind  on  Body;  in  his  work  on 
the  "Influence  of  Mind  on  Body"  does  treat  to  some  extent- on  one 
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branch  of  the  questiou  I  handly  in  my  essay;  but  can  the  critic, 
even  in  the  profundity  of  his  learning,  and  the  immensity  of  his 
research,  show  what  or  how  a  disquisition  on  Epilepsy  can  have  to 
do  with  "Reflections  on  Physical  and  Mental  Culture  "which  was 
the  basis  of  my  Prize  Essay?  Festus  said  to  Paul,  "much  learning 
doth  make  thee  mad,"  and  some  one  else  has  said  "a  little  learning 
is  a  dangerous  thing";  and  I  fear  me  it  is  the  latter  Charybdis  and 
not  the  former  Scylla  that  has  wrecked  our  critic.  At  this  particu- 
lar point  of  Dr.  Wallace's  alleged  criticism,  IJdeem  it  my  duty  to 
"render  unto  Caesar  the  things  that  are  Caesar's."  I  here  pause  in 
the  course  of  my  remarks  in  answer  to  his  attempted  criticism  of 
my  essay,  to  pay  tribute  to  his  modesty.  With  awe,  and  with  ven- 
eration, and  with  profound  wonder,  I  contemplate  the  immensity  of 
this  most  exalted  virtue,  displayed  by  the  erudite  critic.  He  says, 
and  he  says  it  humbly:  "But  it  is  not  in  the  limit  of  the  possible 
for  one  man's  head,  however  capacious,  to  hold  everything."  I 
shall  never  cease  being  thankful  to  Dr.  Wallace  for  this  acknowl- 
edgement. The  Texas  State  Medical  Association,  and  every  phy- 
sician within  the  broad  limits  of  our  great  State,  owes  a  debt  of 
gratitude  to  Dr.  Wallace  for  this  admission,  which  they  cannot 
repay,  though  they  should  live  centuries.  Whereabouts  in  the 
realm  of  thought;  at  what  height  which  the  imagination  may  attain 
even  in  its  wildest  flight;  in. what  bright  and  beautiful  spot  within 
the  far  reaching  scope  of  fancy,  can  any  man  find  the  resting  place 
for  the  idea,  the  semblance  even  of  a  half  formed  thought,  that  Dr. 
Wallace  ever,  for  an  instant,  in  all  his  life,  even  dreamed  that  he 
did  not  know  it  all;  that  his  "head"  did  not  hold  "everything"? 

Dr.  Wallace  says :  "After  the  first  few  pages  he  deals  in  nothing, 
but  platitudes  of  what  is  wrong  in  society;  but  if  he  mentioned  one 
evil  that  exists  in  society,  that  is  net  common  property,  or  one 
measure  of  reform  that  is  not  mentioned  in  the  books,  even  in 
current  newspaper  literature,  I  trust  he  will  have  the  kindness  to 
point  it  out."  The  word  "common"  as  used  in  the  sense  used  by 
the  critic  in  the  above  quotation  according  to  Webster,  means: 
"Belonging  to  the  public  or  to  all  mankind;  serving  for  the  use  of 
all;  general."  I  ask  Dr.  Wallace  if  he  will  acknowledge  that  "clin- 
ical experience  plainly  develops  the  absurdity  of  atheistic  teach- 
ing," (and  I  repeat  that  it  does)  "while  it  also  shows  that  man  is 
any  thing  but  an  angel"?  (and  this  I  also  repeat.)    Will  he  ac- 
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knowledge  these  dicta?  If  not,  then  I  have  mentioned  one  evil 
(yes,  two  of  them)  which  he  does  not  know.  Again  I  state : 
"Being  guided  by  our  intellectual  and  moral  qualities,  in  all  the 
ways  of  life,  it  would  seem  rational  that  we  seek  to  better  the  hu- 
man race  by  elevating  our  intellectual  and  conscious  nature."  Not 
to  do  this  is  an  evil.  Will  Dr.  Wallace  gainsay  that?  Has  he 
striven  during  his  life,  and  his  boasted  35  years  of  reading,  while 
he  was  elevating  (or  seeking  to  do  so)  his  intellectual  nature,  to 
also  elevate  his  conscious  nature  that  the  human  race  might  be 
bettered?  If  so,  why  does  he  say  "the  whole  catalogue  of  essences, 
quidities,  entities  and  what  not,  constituting  ontology,  had  been 
relegated  to  the  owls  and  bats?" — or  in  other  words,  why  does  he 
strive  to  injure  and  hurt  and  debase  the  human  race  by  his  in- 
fidelity? 

The  next  point  attempted  to  be  made  by  the  profound  critic,  is 
when  he  again  misquotes,  making  me  says  :  "There  have  been 
two  and  distinct  classes  of  thinkers  upon  the  subject  of  man's  en- 
vironment from  the  first  days  of  human  records,  one  purely  and 
solely  materialistic  in  character,  advocating  the  evolution  of  man 
from  the  lowest  forms  of  inferior  animals,  the  other  enthusiastic 
expounders  of  a  highly  spiritualistic  theory  of  man's  transcendant 
height  above  everything  else  of  an  animal  nature."  In  this  quota- 
tion the  critic  has  left  out  the  word  "different"  between  the  words 
"two"  and  "and"  in  the  first  line,  and  he  makes  me  say  "lowest 
forms  of  inferior  animals"  when  I  said  "lowest  types  of  inferior 
animals."  These  omissions  and  changes  of  the  original  text  of 
what  I  did  say,  make  no  material  difference,  and  I  only  mention 
them  to  show  the  critic  was  not  honest,  fair  or  just,  "only  this  and 
nothing  more."  The  criticSvants  to  know  what  I  mean  by  "man's 
evironments."  I  mean  exactly  what  I  say.  Webster  gives  the 
definition  of  "environment"  to  be  "act  of  surrounding ;  state  of 
being  surrounded;  that  which  environs  or  surrounds;"  and  environ 
means,  "to  involve;  to  envelop;  to  surround;  to  encompass"  etc., 
and  I  mean  by  "environment"  just  what  Mr.  Webster  defines  the 
word  to  mean.  But  the  critic  says  :  "It  is  taken  for  granted  the 
writer  means  origin."  I  do  not  mean  "origin."  Webster  defines 
origin  to  mean  "beginning;  first  existence;  source;  birth;  com- 
mencement." The  trouble  with  Dr.  Wallace  as  a  critic,  is,  that  he 
takes  too  much  for  granted.    His  ipse  dixit  must  hold  against  any 
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one  else's  opinion,  and  if  his  ipse  dixit  is  gainsaid,  it  is  a  matter  of 
course  with  him,  that  the  man  who  gainsays  it  is  either  an  ignor- 
amus, or^an4diot. 

Having  for  many  years  been  at  the  head  of  Insane  Institutions, 
Dr.  Wallace  knows  of  course,  that  many  men  labor  under  halluci- 
nations. He,  unfortunately  has  one,  and  it  is  a  very  unhappy  phan- 
tasm. It,  like  any  ignis  fatnus  leads  him  into  quagmires  and  makes 
him  appear  very  ridiculous.  He  gives  no  man  living,  but  Dr.  D. 
R.  Wallace,  credit  foreknowing  or  understanding  anything.  Were 
the  critic  correct  in  his  assertion,  his  taking  it  for  granted  that  I 
meant  "origin"|when  I  meant  "environments,"  there  then  might  be 
some  little  reason  and  rhyme  in  his  attempt  to  ridicule  what  he  is 
pleased  to  term  my  "third  theory  of  man's  origin."  I  have  made 
no  attempt  to  formulate  a  theory  of  man's  origin,  either  from  a 
"scriptural"  or  from  a^"purely  scientific  standpoint,"  because  the 
question  of  "man's  origin"  does  not  enter  into  the  purview  of  my 
essay,  but  "man's  environment''  does,  and  it  is  of  his  "environment" 
I  speak;  and  so  much  for  that  portion  of  the  learned  physician's 
labored  effort,  which  reminds  me  very  much  of  the  saw,  "the  King 
of  France  marched  up  a'hill  and  then  marched  down  again." 

Now  Dr.  Wallace,  in  his  effort  at  a  criticism  of  the  prize  essay, 
as  he  himself  ^admits,  has  examined  or  touched  upon  but  "ten 
pages"  out  of  "eighty-four"  and  those  the  first  ten  pages,  the  intro- 
ductory remarks  to  the  essay.  The  cream,  the  essence,  the  real 
subject  matter  of  the  essay  he  has  ignored,  he  has  passed  by;  he 
has  left  unnoticed,  and  has  contented  himself  with  only  the  prelim- 
inary remarks.  This  must  be  another  evidence  that  the  animus 
which  inspired  the  attack,  it*r  nothing  else,  for  it  is  unworthy  the 
name  of  criticism;  Jwas  not  a  noble  and  pure  one,  with  the  view  to 
combat  errors  and  to  throw  the  light  of  truth  upon  intangible  and 
untenable  theories  that  the  right  might  prevail ;  but  rather  the  ig- 
noble one,  born^of  pique,  wounded  self  importance,  and  an  inordi- 
nate vanity. 

As  before  said,"every  passage  quoted  by  the-  Doctor  for  dissec- 
tion has  been  misquoted  and  garbled,  and  his  attacks  have  been 
made^upon  men  of  straw,  his  conclusions  drawn  from  false  pre- 
mises. ^  -  •  ,   

I  hardly  take  it  to  be  incumbent  upon  me  to  indite  an  elaborate 
defense  of  the  Prize  Essay.    It  has  been  published-  in  the  "Trans- 
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actions"  and  it  is  there  to  speak  for  itself,  and  wherein  it  ought  to 
be  criticised,  wherein  any  principle  it  may  advocate,  any  theory 
advanced,  any  idea  or  thought  it  may  promulgate  ought  to  be  corn- 
batted,  let  it  be  done,  for  the  truth's  sake,  for  the  right's  sake;  but 
because  a  man  may  be  erudite;  because  he  may  have  won  some 
distinction  as  the  head  of  an  "insane  hospital,"  because  he  may  be 
able  to  write  tolerably  fair  English  and  may  possess  the  ability  to  a 
remarkable  degree,  to  display  his  pedantry,  is  that  a  just  reason,  or 
adequate  cause,  or  equitable  justification  for  him  to  assail  an 
humble  and  modest  production,  (which  three  honorable,  able, 
and  learned  gentlemen  have  distinguished  by  awarding  it  a  prize) 
as  bravado,  as  a  hired  assassin  with  a  bludgeon,  may  assail  an  un- 
suspecting victim  ? 

Give  us  honest,  earnest,  genteel  criticism,  and  he  who  objects  is 
unworthy  to  write,  or  to  labor  in  the  field  of  science  and  literature, 
but  protect  us  from  the  literary  gabblers,  the  critics  with  not  more 
than  sense  enough  to  be  clerk  in  a  literary  bank,  the  pen  and  ink 
butcher,  the  bloody  school  of  surgeons,  who  cut  off  legs  and  arms 
because  they  may  have  victims  before  them  on  the  table.  Amputate 
the  legs  and  the  arms  when  it  is  necessary,  but  don't  do  it  with  a  carv- 
ing knife  and  a  hand  saw,  or  a  butchers  cleaver. 

Dr.  Wallace  writes  English,  if  not  forcibly  and  with  perspicuity,  at 
least  tolerably  well,  but  he  has  the  unhappy  knack  of  making  raids 
upon  a  not  very  accurate  memory  for  his  efforts  at  humor,  and  upon 
his  not  extremely  brilli  ant  imagination  for  his  facts. 

He  makes  the  committee  say  they  gave  me  the  prize  because  I 
am  "a  clever  fellow"  and  that  "he  lives  here  with  us."  This  is 
another  variation  from  the  path  of  strict  veracity.  I  did  not  live 
in  Dallas  previous  to,  or  at  the  time  the  award  was  made. 

Also,  there  was  no  meeting  of  the  committee  of  award  on  the 
"ist  of  April,"  as  Dr.  Wallace  states.  These  are  some  of  the  "facts" 
utilized  by  this  modern  Solomon  in  "pushing  forward  the  car  of 
progress."  I  prefer  to  always  adhere  to  "gross  facts"  rather  than  to 
"gross"  misrepresentations. 

.  This  answer  is  already  taking  greater  length  than  the  nature, 
force  and  worth  of  the  alleged  criticism  warrants,  but  before  con- 
cluding what  I  have  to  say,  I  desire  briefly  to  refer  to  the  critic's 
animadversions  upon  my  style  of  composition.  It  is  a  fact  that  no 
rnan's  style  is  correct,  absolutely;  and  it  is  a  further  fact  that  every 
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man's  style  is  sui  generis.  As  long  as  a  writer  is  grammatically- 
correct,  the  manner  of  his  writing  is  mere  matter  of  taste,  and  no 
two  tastes  agree,  as  to  literary  form  and  method.  That  my  style  has 
not  the  polish  and  elegance,  and  rythmical  symmetry  of  the  learn- 
ed(?)  critic's,  is  a  concession  I  freely  make.  Neither  has  what  I 
write  any  lingering  echoes  from  the  notes  of  sweeter  melodies 
wrought  by  the  deft  fingers,  and  born  of  the  brilliant  minds  that 
have  worked  before  me.  There  are  no  garnered  threads  from  the 
looms  of  others  running  through  the  woof  and  warp;  no  colors  from 
other  pallettes  than  my  own,  to  blend  and  mingle,  either  in  har- 
monious beauty,  or  in  frightful  ugliness. 

There  may  be  lack  of  commas,  and  semi-colons;  and  colons  and 
periods  may  have  been  incongruously  mixed;  in  fact  the  make-up 
of  the  essay,  by  the  printers,  may  be  inartistic  in  the  extreme,  but 
the  thoughts  set  forth  therein  are  my  own,  and  legitimately  arrived 
at,  and  the  whole  speaks  for  itself,  whatever  there  is  of  good  in  it 
to  live,  despite  adverse  criticism  born  of  pique,  or  extravagant 
laudation,  the  output  of  a  too  partial  friendliness. 

In  closing  his  assault  Dr.  Wallace  says,  "before  signing  my  name 
to  this  communication,  I  have  to  make  this  proposition  to  Dr. 
Briggs:  Submit  his  paper  to  three  recognized  psychologists,  (I  care 
not  who)  say  Hammond;  Seguin,  of  New  York;  Parrish,  of  Bur- 
lington, N.  J.;  Everts,  of  Cincinnati;  Jewell,  of  Chicago — others 
equally  qualified  can  be  chosen — he  to  select  one,  the  President  of 
the  Association  another,  and  the  third  by  myself.  If  they  decide 
his  a  Prize  Essay  I  will  pay  him  $100  additional;  if  not,  he  returns 
the  $100  prize  money  to  the  treasury  of  the  Texas  State  Medical 
Association." 

Now  although  this  proposition  was  a  gross  and  glaring  insult  to 
the  gentlemen  of  the  committee  who  awarded  my  essay  the  prize, 
an  outrage  of  every  principle  of  common  decency  and  of  ordinary 
gentility,  yet  I  accepted  his  proposition. 

"A  change  came  over  the  spirit  of  his  dream"  however,  after 
sleeping  and  reflecting  upon  his  proposition,  and  on  January  31st 
inst.,  nearly  two  months  after  making  it,  he  writes  me  a  letter  chang- 
ing the  character  and  terms  of  that  proposition.  He  says  in  his 
proposition  at  the  close  of  his  alleged  criticism  that  the  committee 
of  psychological  experts  are  to  decide  simply  whether  or  not  it  is  "a 
Prize  Essay."    "If  they  decide  his  a  Prize  Essay,  I  will  pay  him 
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PHILLIPS7  PALATABLE  COD-LIVER  OIL 

By  reason  of  its  high  standard  of  excellence,  reliability,  and  uniformity,  which  ha 
beeii  maintained  since  its  introduction,  enjoys  the  confidence  of  many  physicians.  1 
exhibits  the  most  minute  division  of  the  oil-globules  jret  attained  in  an  emulsion, 
and  by  reason  of  its  perfect  miseibility  in  milk,  water,  or  other  fluid,  it  is 

easy  of  administration  or  assimilation 

As  it  presents  many  features  of  superiority,  physicians  still  unacquainted  with  it 
are  respectfully  urged  to  examine  it. 

ATTENTION  IS  ALSO  ASKED  TO 

PHILLIPS'  DIGESTIBLE  COCOA. 

It  furnishes  a  reliable  article  of  diet  for  the  sick  room,  and  a  suitable  substitute  for 
Tea  or  Coffee  for  every  day  use.  The  fat  of  the  Cocoa  (usually  the  disturbing  ele- 
ment) is  herein  digested  by  means  of  Pancreatine,  and  there  is  none  of  the  feeling  of 
heaviness,  depression  and  headache  (so  common  after  drinking  the  ordinary  Cocoas 
or  Chocolates),  following  the  use  of  this  preparation.  It  makes  a  delicious  bever- 
age, and  is  nourishing  to  a  high  degree.  It  is  often  digested  when  milk  or  oth- 
er nutrients  cause  distress,  and  therefore  becomes  a  superior  food  in  irritable  condi- 
tions of  the  stomach. 

PHILLIPS' 

PHOSPHO-MURIATE  OF  QUININE 

(COMPOUND).  ^ 

A  Reliable  General. Tonic  and  Antiperiodic.  We  are  now  introducing  this  elegant 
combination  of  our  Wheat  Phosphates,  with  Quinine,  Iron,  and  Strychnia,  and  ask 
an  examination  of  it  by  the  Medical  Profession.  It  will  be  found  efficacious  in  a 
large  class  of  Pathological  conditions.    Circulars  and  samples  supplied. 

Our  preparations  are  to  be  had  of  druggists  generally. 

MILK  OF  MAGNESIA  —An  Antacid. 

WHEAT-PHOSPHATES  (Acid).— A  Nutrient  Tonic. 

The  Chas.  H.  Phil'ios  Chemicl  Co.  30  Plait  St.,  New  York. 


SCOpTS  EMULSION 

H  YP  O  FH  ©  S  P  B  liTE  S  O  F,  LIME    Mu3  SOMA. 

:*■    PERFECT^PERMANENT,  PAIjATABLE, 


THE  STANDARD  EMULSSON  OF  COD  LEVER  OIL. 


The  ONLY  Preparation  of  its  class  that  will  not  SEPABATE  nor  SPOIL  in  any  climate. 

IT  IS  MLi.DE  FROM  THE  PUREST  NORWEGIAN  COD  LIVER  OIL,  COMBINED 
WITH  CHEMICALLY  PURE  HYPOPHOSPZIITr:,  AND  GLYCERINE. 

It  can  be  tolerated  longer  by  children  and  persons  with  «  elicate  stomachs  than  any  other 
cod  liver  oil  preparation. 

Prescribed  and  endorsed  by  the  leading  physicians  in  the  U.  S.  and  other  Countries. 

Formula  50  per  cent,  of  Pure  Cod  Liver  Oil  6  prrs.  of  the  Hypophosphites  of  Lime,  and  3  grs.  of  the 
Hypophosphites  of  Soda  to  a  fluid  ounce.   Emulsified  with  Mucilage  and  Gl  vcerine 

S.  &  B's  BUCKTHORN  CORDIAL,  SftSSS 

Is  giving  universal  satisfaction  to  the  profession,  for  its  mild  but  certain  and  efficient  cathartic  action. 
It  seems  to  be  almost  a  specific  for  habitual  constipation,  and  we  are  constantly  in  receipt  of  thf 
most  flattering  reports  regarding  it,  The  care  we  use  in  its  preparation— having  the  bark  the  propel 
age,  and  properly  exhausted— makes  it  always  reliable  in  its  action.  Be  sure  and  specify  S.  &  B's 
Buckthorn  Cordial. 

To  those  who  have  for  any  reason  never  yet  tried  these  preparations,  we  will  be  pleased  to  send 
-Samples  free  by  express. 

SCOTT  &  BOWNE,  Mfg,  Chemists,  132  &  134  S.  5th  Ave.,  N.  Y* 
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(LIQUID.) 


Prepared  According  to  the  Directions  of  Prof.  E.  N.  Horsford,  of  Cambridge,  Mass. 
 o — o  

FORMULA:-  Its  analysis  shows  that  each  tin  id 
drachm  contains  5  1-2  grains  free  PHOSPHORIC 
ACID,  (P2O5)  and  nearly  4  grains  Phosphate  of 
Lime,  Magnesia,  Iron  and  Potash. 

Among  the  numerons  forms  of  Phosphorus  in  combination,  Horsford's  Acid 
Phosphate  seems  best  adapted  as  a  medicinal  remedy,  and  it  has  been  in  use  by 
the  medical  fraternity  of  the  United  States,  and  elsewhere  for  several  years,  with 
the  most  satisfactory  results,  in 

Dyspepsia,  Indigestion,; 

Mental  and  Physical  Exhaustion,  Insomnia,  Nervousness, 
DIMINISHED  VITALITY,  Etc, 

Especially  serviceable  as  a  menstruum  for  the  administration  of  such  alk- 
aloids as  strychnia,  morphia,  quinia  and  other  organic  bases  which  are  us- 
ually exhibited  in  acid  combination. 

It  makes  a  Refreshing  and  Nutritious  Drink  in  Fevers. 

and  with  water  and  sugar  a  delicious  beverage. 

We  have  received  a  very  large  number  of  letters  from  physicians  of  the 
highest  standing,  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  relating  their  experience  with 
the  Acid  Phosphate,   and  speaking  of  it  in  high  terms  of  commendation. 

Physicians  who  have  not  used  Horsford's  Acid  Phosphate,  and  who  wish 
t  o  test  it,  will  be  furnished  a  sample  on  application,  without  expense,  ex- 
cept express  charges. 

j^UMFOF^D     pHEMICAL  ^OI\KS, 

PROVIDENCE,       -  RHODE  ISLAND. 

 o — o  

^"Beware  of  Imitations. 
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$100,  etc."  In  his  letter  to  me  he  says  (to  quote  his  exact  lang- 
uage): "To  these  parties  knowing  nothing  of  either  of  us  or  of  any 
contest^?)  your  paper  to  be  submitted  without  name — your  name  at 
top  of  page  being  cut  off— -for  their  decision  as  to  whether  worthy 
to  be  considered  a  Prize  Essay  in  the  generally  accepted  sense  of 
the  words."  The  italics  are  my  own.  This  is  quite  a  modification 
of  his  first  proposition,  and  is  a  sure  manifestation  that  he  leaped 
without  looking,  in  his  first  proposition,  and  later,  tries  to  find  a 
loophole  of  escape.  However,  I  do  not  accept  his  modified  pro- 
position, or  acquiesce  in  his  modification.  In  accepting  his  first 
proposition  I  desire  to  disclaim  any  discourtesy  to  the  gentlemen 
of  the  committee  who  awarded  my  essay  the  prize — but  they  know 
this.  My  only  desire  is  for  the  essay  to  stand  or  fall  upon  its  own 
merits,  and  not  upon  the  ipse  dixit  of  any  self  constituted  Jupiter 
Tonans.  A  committee  of  learned,  able,  conscientious,  honorable, 
honest,  scientific  gentlemen  have  passed  upon  my  essay  with  eight 
others  and  to  mine  they  awarded  the  prize,  and  their  intelligence 
and  learning  is  sufficient  guarantee  to  me  that  it  will  stand  the 
crucial  test  of  even  Dr.  Wallace's  egotism. 

Dr.  Wallace  has  not  quoted  me  correctly  in  a  single  instance, 
besides  he  has  handled  the  facts  in  the  case  with  a  slackness  of 
truth  that  is  indeed  wonderful. 

If  an  honest,  earnest  scholar  of  recognized  ability  should  attack 
the  principles  of  my  essay,  instead  of  ridiculing  a  few  sentences  in 
the  introductory  remarks,  I  shall  then  feel  called  upon  to  defend 
them,  otherwise  I  shall  feel  that  the  essay  is  secure  in  the  posses- 
sion of  a  generous  profession,  many  of  whom  have  applauded  me 
for  my  modest  effort. 

The  letter  I  subjoin  and  comments,  closes  my  reply  to  the  re- 
nowned modern  Caesar's  criticism(?)  and  goes  to  show  how  highly 
it  is  esteemed  by  his  professional  brethren. 

This  letter  is  one  only  of  about  fifty  now  in  my  possession  of 
like  nature. 

"I  have  read  with  pain  and  mortification,  and  a  terrible  big  dis- 
gust, the  so-called  review  of  your  Prize  Essay,  by  that  *  *  * 
[epithets  omitted, Ed.]  of  Terrell.  The  personalities  are  contemptible,, 
and  at  the  present  writing,  recalling  all  of  my  meetings  with  him,  I 
do  not  remember  ever  to  have  heard  him  speak  a  good  word  of  any 
man.  My  dear  sir,  I  assure  you  there  are  many  wTho  do  not  enter- 
tain or  endorse  the  views  as  expressed  by  the  reviewer.  I  do  hope 
in  your  answer  you  will  exercise  your  usual  caution  and  dignity. 
How  would  it  do  to  review  his  puny  effort  as  printed  with  the 
transactions?" 

The  above  letter  speaks  for  itself  and  needs  no  comments,  ex- 
cept to  say  that  the  writer  is  one  of  the  ripest  scholars  and  ablest 
physicians  in  this  state.  J.  R.  Briggs,  M.  D. 

Dallas,  Texas,  February  nth,  1887. 


Editors  Department. 


F.  E.  DANIEL,  M.  D„  Editor  and  Publisher. 

■   COIjIjAEOBATOBS   . 


E  J.  Docrina,  M.  D.,  Chicago. 
Geo.  Cupples,  M.  £>.,  San  Antonio. 
Odo  Betz.  M.  D..  Gennanu. 
E.  J.  BeaU,  M.  D.,  Fort  Worth,  Texas. 
T.  C.  0-bnrn,  M.  D.,  Cleburne,  Texas. 
Wm.  Penny,  M.  D.,  New  York. 


H.  0.  Marcy,  M.  D.,  Boston. 

C.  K.  Gregg,  M.D.,  Mexico. 

R.  M.  Swearingen.M.  D.,  Austin. 

C.H.  Wilkinson,  M.  D.,  Galveston. 

J.  W.  McLaughlin,  M.  D.,  Austin. 

R.  H.  L.  Bibb,  M.  D.,  Mexico. 


THE  COMING  MEETING  OF  THE  TEXAS  STATE  MEDICAL  ASSO- 
CIATION. 

This  important  event  will  take  place  in  Austin,  on  the  4th  Tues- 
day in  April  '87,  (26th  day)  and  will  continue  four  days. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Association  marks  an  era  in  the  life 
of  the  members;  it  is  always  looked  forward  to  with  interest,  by 
them;  but  it  is  believed  the  coming  meeting  will  be  more  attrac- 
tive than  any  heretofore  held.  The  roll  now  numbers  some  500 
members;  eighty-nine,  having  joined  at  Dallas.  Austin  being  the 
Capital,  famed  for  its  beauty  and  healthfulness,  no  less  than  for  the 
liberal,  open-handed  hospitality  of  the  citizens,  is  always  attractive; 
and  in  the  lovely  month  of  April — the  month  of  buds  and  breezes 
and  bright  flowers,  it  is  just  charming!  Here  will  be  assembled 
not  less  than  six  hundred  of  the  leading  physicians  of  the  State;  and 
perhaps  some  of  the  medical  celebrities  from  other  States  will 
honor  the  occasion  by  their  presence.  The  exhibit,  too,  of  Phar- 
maceuticals and  chemicals  by  the  great  manufacturers  of  the  North 
and  East,  and  of  surgical  instruments  and  appliances,  it  is  expected, 
will  be  the  most  extensive  and  imposing  of  .any  yet  made  on  similar 
occasions.  Hence,  it  is  believed  that  many  physicians  who  have 
not  heretofore  attended  the  Association's  meetings,  will  take  ad- 
vantage of  this  splendid  opportunity — with  reduced  rates  of  travel — 
to  visit  the  capital,  it  being  central  and  easy  of  access  from  all 
points,  and  see  for  themselves;  see  the  grand  pile  of  native  granite, 
which,  under  apparently  magic  influence,  is  so  rapidly  taking  shape, 
and  which,  by  that  time,  will  be  approaching  completion.  Many 
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will  doubtless  bring  their  wives  and  daughters,  and  others,  friends, 
for  the  same  reasons.  Certainly  it  will  be  a  grand  time,  and  no 
doubt  our  citizens  will  aid  the  committee  of  arrangement  liberally, 
in  preparing  for  our  distinguished  guests  a  reception  worthy  of 
them,  and  of  the  occasion. 

It  is  impossible  to  handle  so  large  a  body  in  the  manner  of  con- 
ducting a  smaller  one.  The  Association  has  really  grown  so  great 
that  it  can  no  longer  be  made  to  conform  to  a  programme  cut  out 
for  it  in  its  youth.  We  pointed  out  this  fact  after  the  Dallas  meet- 
ing. We  call  attention  to  it  now,  and  suggest  to  the  committee  of 
arrangements  to  provide  three  halls  for  the  Section  meetings,  in  ad- 
dition to  that  for  the  general  sessions,  and  those  for  exhibits,  coun- 
cil meetings,  &c.  We  suggest  to  class  the  Sections  in  three 
divisions,  and  devote  an  afternoon  to  each  division;  for  it  is  im- 
possible, now,  to  give  an  afternoon  to  each  Section.  It  was  at- 
tempted at  Dallas,  and  the  result  was,  some  of  the  Sections  were 
not  reached  at  all,  and  the  majority  of  the  papers  were  not  read — 
some  not  even  read  by  title  !  There  is  nothing  in  the  constitution 
and  by-laws  which  forbids  this  arrangement;  the  latter  simply  says  : 

"The  general  meeting  of  the  Association  shall  be  restricted  to 
the  morning  sessions;  and  the  afternoons  sessions,  commencing  at 
3  o'clock,  shall  be  devoted  to  the  hearing  of  reports  and  papers, 
and  their  consideration,  in  the  following  Sections  :"  [Here  the 
Sections  are  enumerated.] 

It  is  suggested  then,  to  have  three  Sections  going  at  once,  in 
three  separate  halls,  after  the  manner  of  the  American  Medical 
Association.  The  time  has  come  when  we  must  double  up,  if  we 
would  get  through  with  the  work. 

An  important  change  we  propose  in  the  by-laws  is,  to  allow  phy- 
sicians to  join  by  direct  application,  as  is  done  by  the  A.  M.  A. 
It  will  aid  rapidly  in  bringing  into  the  parent-fold  all  the  desirable 
men  in  the  profession  in  the  State.  At  present,  one  can  only  be- 
come a  member  by  being  present,  or  by  sending  in  his  application 
during  a  meeting,  accompanied  by  his  diploma.  We  suggest  that 
some  active  and  zealous  member  make  a  memorandum  now,  and  at 
the  meeting  propose  such  an  amendment,  or  ordinance,  as  will  en- 
able a  physician  to  become  a  member  by  making  application  to 
the  President  and  Secretary,  accompanied  by  a  certificate  from  the 
Clerk  of  the  District  Court,  under  seal  of  the  Court,  that  the  ap- 
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plicant  has  a  diploma  from  such  and  such  a  college,  duly  registered 
in  that  office.  Let  the  application  be  indorsed  by  two  members  in 
good  standing,  and  sent  to  the  Secretary,  together  with  the  initia- 
tion fee  and  yearly  dues.  Or,  if  he  is  a  member  in  good  standing 
of  a  county  society,  let  him  furnish,  in  addition  to  the  clerk's  cer- 
tificate, one  from  the  Secretary  of  said  Society.  The  advantage  of 
this  amendment  is  quite  evident. 

There  are  other  changes  of  less  importance  which  are,  in  our 
judgment,  desirable,  but  of  those,  more  anon. 

The  Journal  here  and  now,  extends  to  the  brethren  the  privil- 
eges of  the  sanctum,  and  invites  them  to  make  it  headquarters,  as 
it  is  of  our  local  profession,  and  club-room  of  the  County  Medical 
Society.  Here  will  be  found  all  the  latest  medical  literature — the 
leading  medical  journals  and  the  latest  books,  together  with  a  cor- 
dial weleome. 


TALL  OAKS  FROM  LITTLE  ACORNS. 

(EIGHTH  ILLINOIS  REPORT,  S.  B.  HEALTH.) 

In  1877  tne  first  medical  bill  passed  the  Illinois  Legislature,  cre- 
ating a  State  Board  of  Health.  For  awhile  the  functions  of  the 
board  were  limited  to  the  protection  of  the  public  health  from 
adulterated  food  and  drink,  and  from  unsanitary  surroundings  and 
habits,  etc.,  and  from  the  introduction  of  infectious  diseases,  etc. 
It  dealt  with  quarantine,  local  inspections,  and  vital  statistics.  Bye 
and  bye  through  the  instrumentality  of  that  heroic  worker  in  the 
cause  of  higher  education,  Dr.  J.  H.  Rauch,  the  distinguished  Secre- 
tary, it  was  gotten  through  the  heads  of  the  legislators  that  in  the 
exercise  of  police  measures  whereby  public  health  is  protected,  it 
is  as  much  the  duty  of  the  State  to  protect  its  citizens  from  injuries 
they  may  sustain  from  the  practice  of  incompetent  physicians  and 
surgeons  as  from  any  other  source  of  danger — and  thus  the  scope  of 
the  board's  influence  and  powers — long  limited  to  the  agency  of  the 
State  in  matters  of  hygiene  beyond  the  control  of  the  individual, was 
extended  to  embrace  measures  of  preventive  medicine  in  general — 
and  finally  broadened  so  as  to  include  within  its  scope  the  field  of 
curative  medicine,  which  led  necessarily  to  the  control,  by  the 
State,  of  the  practice.    The  legislators  were  made  to  see  as  Dr. 
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Rauch  expressed  it,  that  "the  authority  upon  which  is  based  the 
right  of  the  state  to  regulate  the  practice  of  medicine  is  the  inhe- 
rent and  plenary  power  which  resides  in  the  State,  to  prohibit  all 
things  hurtful,  and  to  promote  all  things  helpful ;  to  the  comfort, 
welfare  and  safety  of  society.  Thus  the  medical  practice  act  in 
Illinois  was  primarily  a  police  regulation,  intended  to  rid  the  State 
of  quacks,  and  incidently  it  has  become  educational,  since,  to 
carry  out  the  principles  just  stated,  the  State  must  see  that  those 
who  are  permitted  to  practice,  are  educated  and  qualified  to  prac- 
tice, and,  it  became  a  part  of  the  duty  of  the  Board  of  Health  in 
Illinois  to  carry  out  the  provision  of  the  act.  It  is  well-known  that 
in  consequence  of  reforms  instituted  by  this  board  in  the  matter  of 
requirements  to  matriculate  in  any  medical  college,  the  standard  of 
medical  education  throughout  America  has  been  considerably 
raised.  This  was  done  by  the  board's  assuming  to  fix  a  standard  to 
which  college  swere  required  to  conform,  in  graduating  students; 
those  failing  to  do  so  were  taboed,  rated  as  not  "in  good  standing" 
and  their  diplomas  were  not  recognized.  This  had  the  effect  of 
causing  a  majority  of  medical  colleges  to  advance  their  standard 
of  education,  'till  now,  most  schools  require  a  three  years  graded 
course,  and  the  days  of  easy  graduation,  and  cheap  diplomas  are 
over. 

Thus  tall  oaks  from  little  acorns  grow,  and  thus  it  ought  to  be  in 
all  states;  and  thus  it  will  be  in  Texas,  if  our  legislators  can  be 
made  to  take  a  broad  and  comprehensive  view  of  State  Medicine." 
They  must  be  made  to  see  and  acknowledge  the  want  of  a  State 
Board  of  Health,  and  that  the  functions  of  that  board — its  mere 
police  functions — the  conservation  of  public  health, — necessarily 
extend  to  protection  from  the  quack,  as  well  as  from  epidemics  ; 
from  the  ignorant  prescriber  of  deadly  medicines,  as  from  the  dan- 
gers of  adulterated  food;  from  the  butchery  of  so-called  "phenom- 
enal surgeons,"  phenomenal  in  monstrosity  and  in  lying  promises — 
a  sense  little  contemplated  by  some  who  have  recently  disgraced 
Austin  by  their  tricks  and  self-laudation — as  from  the  typhoid  in- 
fection of  sepe-water,  privy-vault-contaminated-wells  ;  as  much  from 
the  licensed  "family  physician"  who  kills  with  impunity,  because  he 
does  not  know  the  dose  of  morphine,  as  from  any  other  source  of 
danger,  and  more,  because  this  danger  travels  under  the  guise  of 
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safety,  and  patient  are  lured  to  destruction,  whereas  other  dangers 
maybe  seen,  and  perhaps  avoided. 

But  the  Illinois  bill  is  still  defective,  as  evidenced  by  the  decis- 
ion of  a  court  recently,  were  a  violator  of  the  law  escaped  on  a  tech- 
nicality, and  Dr.  Rauch  writes  us  he  is  endeavoring  to  get  it  im- 
proved. 

There  is  now  a  bill  to  create  a  State  Board  of  Health  for  Texas 
(not  a  bill  to  regulate  the  practice)  in  the  hands  of  a  member  to  be 
presented  to  the  legislature  now  in  session.  It  was  drafted,  we 
learn,  by  the  committee  on  legislation  appointed  by  the  Texas 
State  Medical  Association.  We  look  to  see  it  share  the  fate  of  all 
its  predecessors.  But,  it  is  a  mere  matter  of  time;  the  quack  must 
go.  We  are  only  planting,  or  trying  to  plant  the  acorn;  the  oak 
will  come  later. 

Some  of  the  above  facts  are  gleaned  from  the  Eighth  Annual  Report 
of  the  Illinois  State  Board  of  Health,  for  a  copy  of  which  we  are 
indebted  to  the  energetic  Secretary,  Dr.  J.  H.  Rauch.  It  is  ex- 
haustive, and  treats,  in  detail,  of  everything  which  comes  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  a  board  of  health. 


HABITUAL  CONSTIPATION. 


This  is  one  of  the  most  common  ailments  that  afflicts  mankind  ; 
and  one  which  very  seriously  affects  the  general  health;  and  yet 
there  is  no  disease  in  the  whole  catalogue  that  so  often  baffles  the 
efforts  of  the  physician  to  treat  with  success.  Indeed  few  medical 
men  thoroughly  appreciate  the  seriousness  of  confirmed  constipa- 
tion, and  too  often  it  is  tampered  with,  and  really  made  worse,  by 
the  administration  of  purgatives,  which  give  only  temporary  relief, 
leaving  the  bowels  less  disposed  to  move  than  before.  It  is  con- 
ceded we  believe,  that  purgatives,  alone,  will  not  cure  constipation. 
The  desideratum  long  sought — a  remedy  which  will  cure  or  greatly 
alleviate  this  distressing  malady,  seems  to  have  been  found  in  the 
Extract  of  Cascara  Sagrada,  and  for  several  years,  recently,  the 
medical  press  has  been  teeming  with  testimonials  as  to  its  efficien- 
cy in  constipation,  espectally  when  due  to  atony  of  the  muscular 
fibre.    Our  experience  with  this  remedy  dates  back  some  six  or 
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eight  years.  We  found  Cascara  Sagrada — the  fluid  extract  prepared 
by  Park,  Davis  &  Co.,  to  answer  most  admirably  when  many  of  the 
older  remedies  had  failed.  The  house  of  Park,  Davis  &  Co.  de- 
serve the  thanks  of  the  profession  for  having  devised  a  menstuum 
for  the  exhibition  of  the  drug,  which  had  become  recognized  as 
nearly  a  specific  in  certain  forms  of  constipation,  one  which  is  at 
once  elegant  and  efficient.  Cascara  cordial  is  composed  of  a  pure 
fluid  extract  of  the>  drug,  together  with  French  brandy  and  aro- 
matics;  and  when  administered  it  seems  not  to  disagree  with  the 
most  delicate  stomach.  In  our  experience  the  cordial  overcomes 
the  torpidity  of  the  bowels, not  by  irritation,of  the  terminal  intestinal 
nerve  filaments,  as  do  purgatives,  but  by  a  tonic  effect  upon  the  mus- 
cular coats,  whereby  peristalsis  is  produced,  and  the  bowel  ena- 
bled to  expel  its  contents.  Proof  of  this  is  found  in  the  fact  that 
the  evacuations  are  not  thin  and  watery,  and  accompanied  by  grip- 
ing, but,  often,  are  of  hard,  solid  consistency.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  from  our  observation,  that  it  stimulates  and  promotes  the 
flow  of  bile  also,  and  on  that  account,  is  an  excellent  "liver  medi- 
cine," well  adapted  to  those  cases  of  constipation  which  are  due  to, 
or  accompanied  by,  hepatic  congestion.  Under  the  daily  use  of 
Cascara  Cordial  alone,  or  in  cases  of  mal  assimilation,  mixed  with 
malt  or  maltine  and  pepsin — we  have  seen  the  appetite  and  di- 
gestion improve,  the  complexion  clear  up,  and  a  sense  of  vigor  im- 
parted, which  has  not  resulted  from  the  use  of  any  other  drug. 

We  shall  have  more  to  say  of  this  remedy  another  time.  Mean- 
time we  call  attention  of  our  brethren  who,  perhaps  like  ourselves, 
have  had  trouble  in  treating  confirmed  constipation,  to  another 
valuable,  and  rational  remedy. 

Dr.  A.  V.  Meigs,  of  Philadelphia,  recommends  the  following 
combination  of  drugs,  in  pill  form,  for  obstinate  constipation. 

B  Ext.  Belladonse  Gr.  1-12 

"  nucis  vom:     "  % 

"  aloes  "  y% 

"  Rhei  "    %  in  one  pill,  to  be  taken 

three  times  a  day. 

This  is  an  excellent  combination,  and  bye  the  bye,  very  similar 
to  a  small,  well  made,  and  perfectly  soluble  gelatine  coated  pill  re- 
cently put  on  the  market  by  Sharp  &  Dohme  of  Baltimore,  under 
the  name  "Pil  Lapacticae."    This  formula  is  as  follows: 
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R  Aloin         Gr.  1-4 
Strychninae  "  1-60 
Ext.  Bellad  "  1-8 

Ipecac  "    1-16    in     one  pill;    dose  one  or 

two  pills.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  addition  of  the  minute  dose 
of  ipecac  is  an  improvement,  as  Ringer  &  Murrell,  and  Fothergill 
testify  to  its  value  in  very  small  doses,  as  an  adjunct  in  such  pre- 
scriptions. 


^Society  J^otes. 

ADDRESS  OF  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  TEXAS  STATE  MEDICAL 
ASSOCIATION  TO  THE  MEDICAL  PROFESSION  OF  TEXAS. 

To  the  Members  of  Texas  State  Medical  Association  : 

And  especially,  to  those  silent  members  of  our  profession  who,  by 
their  silence  and  inaction,  refuse  us  their  countenance,  aid  and 
influence,  in  our  undertaking  to  perfect  our  organization,  in  order 
to  purify  our  profession,  elevate  its  standard,  and  thereby  get 
possession  of  the  profession  in  our  State,  of  Medical  Legislation — 
of  the  Health  Department,  and  all  else  which  of  right  belongs 
to  us. 


By  an  oversight  of  mine,  this  circular  is  issued  one  month  later 
than  it  should  be,  viz  :  two  months,  instead  of  three  months,  prior  to 
our  annual  meeting,  as  required  by  Article  XII  of  our  By-Laws. 

I  trust  it  may  prove  a  virtue  in  lieu  of  a  fault,  as  the  later  the 
notice  the  fresher  will  be  the  imprint  on  your  minds,  and  the  less 
the  burden  upon  your  memories. 

The  Texas  State  Medical  Association  will  meet  in  Austin  on  the 
fourth  Tuesday  in  April,  1887.  It  is  my  prescribed  duty  to  urge 
you  to  attend.  It  is  not  like  urging  you  to  say  your  prayers,  for 
every  man  has  a  right  to  worship  at  whatever  religious  shrine  he 
may  prefer  or  select,  but  it  is  to  urge  you  to  be  magnanimous  and 
lend  a  helping  hand  to  those  who  are  striving  for  a  higher  medical 
standing,  which  can  only  be  attained  through  more  perfect  medical 
organization.  Of  course  this  cannot  apply  to  those  who  attend 
each  or  almost  every  meeting  despite  sacrifice  and  inconvenience, 
but  to  those  who  never  attend,  or  attend  only  when  time,  money  and 
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opportunity  are  all  propitious.  If  you  cannot  come  except  when  it 
is  entirely  convenient,  come  then,  and  we  will  give  you  a  hearty 
welcome,  and  hope  to  arouse  more  interest  on  your  part  and  make 
a  better  Doctor  of  you.  Come  one,  come  all,  and  let  us  have  such 
a  meeting  at  our  Capital  that  when  we  again  ask  legislation  in  be- 
half of  the  people,  and  our  Legislature  attempts  to  sit  down  on  the 
good  of  the  people  over  our  shoulders,  that  the  commonest  deni- 
zens of  Austin  may  realize  that  that  honorable  body  is  attempting 
to  sit  higher  than  its  middle  will  reach.  We  cannot  perfect  our 
organization  without  labor,  expense  and  personal  sacrifice;  and 
without  a  more  perfect  organization  we  cannot  occupy  that  high 
position  of  honor,  dignity,  influence  and  usefulness  to  which  we  are 
so  justly  entitled  before  the  law  of  the  State  and  the  bar  of  public 
opinion.    Then  come  and  help  us,  one  and  all. 

Especially  would  I  urge  upon  Chairmen  of  Sections  to  come 
early  and  bring  full  reports  on  their  respective  sections.  This  is 
your  opportunity  to  place  yourself  on  record,  not  only  with  the 
profession  of  this  State,  but  of  the  medical  world,  as  a  diligent  and 
conscientious  worker  in  your  chosen  profession;  but  if  you  fail  to 
do  this,  be  not  chagrined  nor  dismayed  if  the  profession  locate  you 
among  the  drones — 'tis  the  most  charitable  nook  in  which  to  hide 
you,  while  we  silently  drop  over  you  the  veil  of  brotherly  love  and 
charity  and  forbearance,  and  appoint  some  one  in  your  place  to  do 
better  next  year.  I  trust  each  member  will  come  with  something 
of  interest  to  report,  and  prepared  to  give  an  intelligent  and  intel- 
ligible experience  on  what  others  report;  but  see  to  it  that  your 
papers  are  all  on  the  side  of  science  and  harmony  for  the  educa- 
tion and  elevation  of  the  profession  and  the  promotion  of  brotherly 
love  within  our  ranks.  If  you  have  hatchets,  bury  them  before  you 
leave  home  (and  don't  unearth  them  when  you  return).  If  ycu 
must  write  concerning  bickerings,  dissensions  and  discord — then 
don't  come  at  all,  but  send  in  your  paper  that  it  may  be  read  by 
caption  and  referred  to  our  Publishing  Committee,  whose  good  judg- 
ment and  love  of  the  profession  we  trust  would  prompt  them  to  de- 
capitate it,  and  consign  it  to  the  waste  basket.  No  member  has  the 
right  to  mar  the  harmony  of  our  meeting  with  personal  pique  or 
grievance.  If  your  cause  of  complaint  is  sufficient,  take  it  before 
the  Judicial  Council  and  have  it  justly  adjudicated  as  quietly  as 
possible.    But  let  us  leave  all  this  off,  and  come  together  with  lov- 
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ing  hearts,  and  open  hands,  and  show  to  the  world  that  Doctors  can 
dwell  together  in  peace  and  unison  (for  a  few  days  at  least). 

The  character  of  our  Committee  of  Arrangements  is  a  sufficient 
guarantee  that  the  programme  of  our  meeting  will  please  all  who 
can  be  pleased,  and  strike  dumb  those  critics  who  make  it  a  point 
never  to  be  pleased.  I  have  not  seen  the  programme,  but  take 
much  pleasure  in  guaranteeing  to  you  a  rare  treat,  and  a  pleasant 
and  profitable  meeting. 

Yours  truly, 

T.  H.  XOTT,  M.  D., 
President  Texas  State  Medical  Association. 
Goliad,  Texas,  February  15,  1887. 

N.  B.  It  is  the  duty  of  all  graduates  in  the  State,  of  creditable 
medical  colleges,  to  come  and  join  with  us.  None  others,  of  course,, 
are  admitted.  T.  H.  X.,  M.  D.,  Pres't. 


yWiEDICAL  J^EWS  AND  jttlSCELLANY. 


A  Bill  to  Create  Local  Boards  of  Health  in  unorganized  towns 
and  counties  has  been  presented  by  Senator  (Dr.)  Camp,  of  Lime- 
stone, and  it  is  thought  it  will  pass.  These  local  boards  are  to  be 
subordinate  to  the  State  Health  Officer. 

Cholera. — The  health  authorities  of  New  Orleans  are  very  ac- 
tive in  the  endeavor  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  cholera  from 
the  Argentine  Republic,  vessels  arriving  from  that  country  being 
immediately  sent  to  quarantine.  The  cholera  has  reached  Chili 
and  is  creating  havoc. 

Snovved  Under  Again. — We  learn  from  a  Senator  (a  doctor) 
that  the  bill  to  create  a  State  Board  of  Health  for  Texas,  presented 
by  the  State  Medical  Association's  Committee  on  Medical  Legisla- 
tion, was  "killed  in  the  Senate  committee."  The  committee  con- 
sists of  Drs.  Geo.  Cupples,  J.  W.  McLaughlin,  T.  D.  Wooten,  T.  J. 
Tyner,  Clopton,  Pope  and  Kelley.  The  pharmacy  bill,  presented 
by  the  State  Pharmaceutical  Association,  also  failed.  No  effort 
has  been  made  to  secure  the  passage  of  "a  bill  to  regulate  the 
practice." 
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Cincho  Quinine  has  all  the  advantages  of  quinine,  without  its 
disagreable  taste,  which,  in  the  cases  of  children,  is  a  point  of 
much  importance. 

The  Amende. — In  commenting  on  Dr.  Osborn's  paper  in  our 
last,  we  said  that  Dr.  Osborn  claims  that  measles  and  dengue  are 
non-contagious,  or  words  to  that  effect.  The  Doctor  specified 
"Rotheln"  or  German  measles,  and  "Roselina"  or  Italian  measles 
as  being  non-contagious,  and  not  Rubeola. 

The  Pharmacy  Bill. — Just  as  we  expected  the  Senate  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Health  and  Vital  Statistics  (consisting  mostly  of  doc- 
tors) to  whom  was  referred  the  very  excellent  and  much  needed 
bill  to  regulate  the  practice  of  pharmacy  in  Texas,  presented  by  the 
State  Pharmacal  Association,  reported  adversely,  and  the  bill  failed 
to  pass. 

Dr.  W.  H.  Thompson  was  killed  at  Axtell,  McLennan  county, 
Texas,  on  the  15th  inst.  by  two  men  named  Pippin,  father  and  son. 
There  was  a  horse  race  in  progress  and  Thompson,who  was  said  to 
be  in  liquor,  got  into  a  difficulty  with  one  Sneed,  a  brother-in-law 
of  Pippin,  when  younger  Pippin  shot  him  down,  and  the  elder 
clubbed  him  with  a  pistol.  The  Pippins  have  fled.  We  know 
nothing  of  Dr.  Thompson. 

Hardly  Fair. — Our  friend  Gray  of  Atlanta  Medical  and  Surgi- 
cal Journal,  in  a  card  to  advertisers,  claims  that  that  publication 
is  the  only  strictly  first  class  medical  journal  in  the  South.  This 
is  the  first  intimation  we  have  had  that  ours  is  considered  a  West- 
ern Journal.  Now,  in  what  class  does  brother  Gray  place  the 
New  Orleans  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  and  the  Mississippi 
Valley  Medical  Monthly  and  several  other  high-toned,  able  and 
courteous  Southern  contemporaries  ?  What  constitutes  "first  class" 
that  is  not  to  be  found  in  them?  The  Atlanta  Journal  is  first  class 
but  not  the  only  one. 

Ship  Island  Quarantine.— Surgeon  General  Hamilton,  M.  H. 
S.,  advises  the  removal  of  the  quarantine  from  Ship  Island  to  Grand 
Crozier  Island  one  of  the  Chandeleur  group  in  the  vicinity,  and  has 
submitted  to  Congress  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  removal — a  total 
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of  $45,000.  In  accordance  with  the  above,  bills  have  been  intro- 
duced by  the  senators  from  Mississippi  and  Louisiana,  providing 
for  a  transfer  to  "some  other  island  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  or  the 
Mississippi  delta;  the  site  to  be  selected  by  a  board  to  be  desig- 
nated by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury."  The  bill  also  appropriates 
the  amount  recommended  in  the  estimate,  "or  so  much  thereof  as 
may  be  necessary." 

The  Report  on  Texas  Surgery. — This  valuable  compilation  by 
the  Special  Committee  appointed  by  the  State  Medical  Association, 
of  which  committee  Dr.  Geo.  Cupples  is  chairman,  is  now  ready 
for  delivery  to  members.  It  is,  properly,  an  appendix  to  the  trans- 
actions, but  was,  necessarily,  published  in  separate  form.  Every 
member  is  entitled  to  a  copy,  but  as  the  Secretary  has  no  funds 
belonging  to  the  association,  with  which  to  pay  postage,  and  pre- 
suming that  members  will  be  willing  to  pay  the  postage  in  order  to 
get  a  copy,  rather  than  wait  till  the  April  meeting,  the  Secretary 
now  gives  notice  that  a  copy  will  be  sent  to  all  members  who  will 
enclose  to  him  the  necessary  postage — seven  cents  each  copy. 
There  are  600  copies  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary  for  distribution. 

An  Unjust  Imputation. — In  Dr,  Briggs'  article  he  says,  in 
speaking  of  his  "Prize  Essay"  in  the  "Transactions":  "There  may 
be  lack  of  commas  and  semi-colons;  and  colons  and  periods  may 
have  been  incongruously  mixed;  in  fact  the  make-up  of  the  Essay, 
by  the  printers,  may  be  inartistic  in  the  extreme,"  etc.  We  can 
testify  that  the  "Prize  Essay"  was  printed  as  written,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  certain  corrections,  (errors  of  grammar  and  clerical  er- 
rors) which  we  made,  at  the  Doctor's  earnest  solicitation.  The 
"make-up"  of  the  article  "by  the  printers"  was  not  inartistic,  but 
was  an  exact  reproduction  of  the  article,  read  by  copy,  by  a  com- 
petent proof-reader  before  it  came  to  the  publishing  committee,  by 
whom  it  was  read  also,  and  read  a  second  time  by  both,  from  re- 
vised proof,  and  commas  and  periods  were  not  "incongruously 
mixed." 

Errata. — In  the  January  number  of  this  Journal,  in  the  editor- 
ial "Baking  Powders  and  the  Public  Health"  we  inadvertently  said 
"elixir  vitriol,"  whereas  we  meant  to  say  "oil  of  vitriol."  We  ex- 
pect to  see  a  dozen  or  so  small  fry  pitch  into  us  for  it,  but  can't 
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help  it.  Also  in  Dr.  Osborn's  excellent  paper,  on  the  "Intimate 
Connection  Between  Areas  of  Low  Barometer  and  the  Prevalence 
of  Epidemics  of  Non-Contagious  Diseases,"  there  occurred  a  single 
typographical  error — on  page  269 — sixth  line  in  paragraph  on  the 
means  for  the  seven  months  of  '85 — for  22.29  read  22.29.  There 
were  one  or  two  minor  typographical  errors  on  page  294  in  "Medi- 
cal News  and  Miscellany,"  which  were  seen  and  marked,  but  the 
corrections  were  not  made  in  the  revision  of  the  proof,  to-wit: 
"gynaoecology"  should  be  "gynaecology,"  "Corriz  Springs"  should 
be  "Corrizo  Springs"  and  "Quinism"  should  be  "Quininism."  Ac- 
cidents will  happen  in  the  best  regulated  families  they  say,  and 
printing  offices  are  no  exception  to  the  rule. 

personal. 

Dr.  A.  N.  Denton,  late  Superintendent  State  Lunatic  Asylum, 
has  located  f  jr  practice  in  Austin. 

Dr.  W.  H.  Wilkes,  late  of  Waco,  Texas,  now  Lecturer  on  Dis- 
eases of  Children  in  the  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Medical  College,  and  as- 
sociated with  the  Drs.  Jackson,  in  practice,  has  accepted  a  profes- 
sorship, and  next  session  will  fill  the  chair  of  Theory  and  Practice, 
or  of  Obstetrics;  either  one  of  which  he  is  competent  to  grace.  It 
will  be  gratifying  to  his  large  number  of  friends  throughout  Texas 
to  learn  that  the  Doctor  will  attend  the  next  meeting  of  our  State 
Association;  if  he  should  do  so,  he  may  consider  himself  "booked" 
for  one  of  those  able  and  graceful  speeches  for  which  he  is  so  justly 
noted.    Welcome,  most  cordially. 

A  Brilliant  Hit. — The  story  of  the  doctor  Who  assured  the  par- 
turient patient  that  he  "understood  her  case,"  and  that  he  "had  a 
man  patient  up  town  affected  in  the  same  way,"  has  been  dis- 
counted lately  by  a  Texas  physician,  not  a  thousand  miles  from 
Austin,  who  made  a  diagnosis  off  hand  with  great  confidence.  He 
was  consulted  by  the  wife  of  an  influential  citizen,  who  said,  "Doc- 
tor, my  baby  is  strangely  affected,  and  I  want  you  to  tell  me  what's 
the  matter.  Whenever  it  goes  to  make  water  it  seems  to  suffer 
great  pain,  and  almost  goes  into  convulsions,  turning  blue  in  the 
face,  and  throwing  itself  back  till  nothing  but  the  heels  and  head 
touch  the  bed.  What  is  the  matter  with  my  baby?"  "Why,  my 
dear  madam,"  replied  the  doctor,  with  the  pompous  and  confident 
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air  of  one  who  saw  his  opportunity  for  a  brilliant  hit,  "it  is  a  clear 
case  of  elongated,  and  perhaps  adherent  prepuce."  "Ah!  indeed,'' 
said  the  lady;  "and  are  you  sure  Doctor  that  is  what  ails  it?" 
"Perfectly  sure  madam,  couldn't  be  mistaken;  had  thousands  of 
such  cases."  "And  what  can  you  do  to  relieve  it,  Doctor?"  "Oh, 
simple  enough  my  dear  madam,"  said  the  doctor,  "I'll  just  remove 
the  surplus  prepucial  tissue,  stitch  the  integument  and  the  mucous 
membrane  back  with  a  couple  of  antiseptic  sutures,  and  the  little 
fellow  will  be  all  right,"  said  the  doctor,  with  a  bland  and  know-it- 
all  smile.  "But,"  said  the  lady,  with  a  mischievous  twinkle  in  her 
eye,  "Doctor,  my  baby  is  a  girl!"  Exit  the  doctor,  who  had  a  pa- 
tient to  see,  just  about  that  time.  Fact. 


The  "Prize  Essay"  Again. — It  was  announced  in  our  last  issue 
that  Dr.  Briggs  (to  whom  the  prize  of  $100,  offered  by  the  Texas 
State  Medical  Association  for  the  best  original  paper,  had  been 
awarded  by  a  majority  of  the  committee)  had  accepted  Dr  Wal- 
lace's challenge,  to-wit:  that  the  paper  be  submitted  to  three  re- 
cognized psychologists,  one  to  be  chosen  by  each  Dr.  Wallace  and 
Dr.  Briggs,  and  one  by  the  President  of  the  Texas  State  Medical 
Association,  and  if  they  decide  the  paper  to  be  a  prize  paper,  Dr. 
Wallace  agreed  to  pay  Dr.  Briggs  $100  additional  out  of  his  own 
pocket;  if  not,  Dr.  Briggs  was  to  return  the  $100  to  the  treasury  of 
the  Texas  State  Medical  Association. 

In  making  the  announcement  we  supposed,  naturally,  that  Dr. 
Briggs  understood  the  very  obvious  meaning  and  intention  of  the 
offer'  and  had  accepted  it  in  good  faith.  He  announced  his  readi- 
ness to  accept  the  wager,  and  offered  to  put  up  $50  forfeit,and  chal- 
lenged Dr.  Wallace  to  do  the  same.  Now  it  transpires  in  a  corres- 
pondence between  the  gentlemen  that  Dr.  Briggs  takes  Dr.  Wallace 
up  on  a  technicality,  and  claims  that  the  referees  selected  have 
nothing  to  do  with  the  merits  of  the  paper,  but  are  to  decide  simply 
whether  his  paper,  having  been  pronounced  and  published  as  a 
Prize  Essay,  is  a  Prize  Essay.  Techically,  there  could  be  no  ques- 
tion on  this  point,  and  we  have  heard  it  said  that — even  amongst 
sporting  men — a  mere  catch  or  techicality,  or  in  the  vernacular, 
"a  dead  sure  thing"  does  not  win.  It  is  Very  evident  to  any  un- 
biased reader,  that  Dr.  Wallace's  meaning  was,  whether  the  paper 
had  sufficient  merit  to  entitle  it  to  the  prize,  the  committee  of 
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award  having  differed  on  the  subject,  and  the  award  having  been 
made  by  three  out  of  the  five.  Thus  while  Dr.  Briggs  has  osten- 
sibly met  the  issue,he  has  practically  evaded  it,  and  we  have  to  re- 
tract our  statement  in  last  issue.  We  venture  the  opinion  that  the 
profession  will  not  sustain  Dr.  Briggs  in  a  course  which  has,  to  us, 
much  the  appearance  of  a  subterfuge.    The  end  is  not  yet. 


The  Changes  at  the  Lunatic  Asylum. — In  our  last  issue  we  as- 
serted that  no  change  would  be  made  in  the  medical  staff  by  Dr. 
Dorsett,  the  incoming  Superintendent  at  the  Lunatic  Asylum.  As 
a  clean  sweep  of  every  attendant,  medical  and  other,  was  instantly 
made  upon  the  Doctor's  taking  charge,  we  can  only  say  that  he, 
himself,  was  our  authority  for  the  statement.  Before  his  confirma- 
tion Dr.  Dorsett  gave  us  his  positive  assurance  that  he  would  "make 
no  changes,  at  least  for  the  present,"  and  authorized  us  to  assure 
Drs.  Bennett  and  Maxwell,  the  two  assistant  physicians,  that  they 

would  be  retained.    As  Drs.  Preston,  of  Seguin,  and  Davis,  of  

were  appointed  to  supercede  them,  and  claim  as  we  learn,  that  they 
were  here  under  assurance  of  appointment  at  the  time  Dr.  Dorsett 
.gave  the  above  promise,  it  remains  for  Dr.  Dorsett  to  explain  this 
seeming  breach  of  faith,  which  no  doubt  he  can  do  satisfactory. 
•Of  the  new  appointees  we  know  nothing. 


Oh!  Where  Shall  Rest  be  Found? — Please  give  us  a  rest  on 
^Don'ts  for  the  Sick  Room."  If  there  ever  was  a  "chestnut"  that 
is  one  of  the  sickliest  sort.  We  honestly  believe  that  this  is  the 
only  Journal  in  the  United  States  that  has  not  copied  the  abomin- 
able thing.  We  furnish  our  own  paragraphs;  and  if  our  esteemed 
contemporaries  will  keep  their  eagle  eye  on  the  Red  Back  Journal 
they  will  always  find  something  fresh.  A  friend  remarked,  "When 
I  take  one  journal  I  take  all,  for  I  see  the  same  thing  in  all  of  them." 
No  wonder,  when  such  things  as  "Doctoring  an  African  King," 
"He  Snatched  Her  from  the  Grave"  and  "Don'ts  for  the  Sick  Room" 
go  the  rounds  till  they  are  threadbare.  Give  us  a  rest.  Now,  after 
eight  months,  here  comes  the  Lancet  and  Clinic  and  accuses  "a 
Texas  Medical  Journal"  of  saying  "when  the  baby  is  done  drinking 
it  should  be  unscrewed  and  hung  up."  We  got  that  off  on  some 
other  fellow,  last  year,  and  it  has  gone  the  rounds  till  it  is  quite  out 
of  shape,  and  comes  back  at  us  like  a  boomerang.    We  have  a  good 
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one  this  month;  two  of  them,  in  fact,  and  as  we  launch  them  we 
have  an  abiding  faith  that  we  shall  see  them  again  and  again,  and 
perhaps,  have  them  hurled  back  at  us. 

He  Said  It. — When  was  our  friend  Dr.  F.  R.  Martin  of  Kyle, 
Texas,  presumably  in  luck?    When  he  first  struck  Kyle  ! — Oh  ! 

We  sent  a  "sample  copy"  by  request,  to  a  Doctor  Joseph  Smite, 
and  Dr.  Merryman  wrote  to  inquire  what,  if  any,  relation  he  is  to 
the  widow  Smite,  spoken  of  in  the  Bible. 

Wanted. — Position  in  Drug  Store,  by  a  No.  i.  prescriptionist, 
thoroughly  experienced;  single  man;  best  testimonials  to  charac- 
ter, habits  and  capacity.  Address  R.  P.,  care  Editor  of  this 
Journal. 

Hard  Up. — "Our  esteemed"  of  the  Medical  Record,  and  of  the 
Courier  Record,  must  be  hard  up  for  a  pretext  to  hit  us,  when  tbey 
can  find  nothing  to  criticise  out  a  purely  typographical  error,  one  so 
clearly  typographical  that  any  but  unfriendly  eyes  could  see  it  and 
understand  at  least  what  was  meant,  (see  "early  voting''  for  "early 
vomiting.") 


National  Adulteration  Bill. — The  National  Board  of  Trade 
has  submitted  to  Congress,  and  are  urging  its  passage,  a  bill,  de- 
fining the  offense  of  adulterating  food  or  drugs,  and  providing  a 
penalty  theiefor.  It  is  very  sweeping,  and,  in  case  of  drugs,  em- 
braces articles  differing  in  "strength,  quality  or  purity,  from  the 
standard  of  the  U.  S.  P;"  and  in  case  of  food  or  drink,  an  article 
is  said  to  be  adulterated,  not  only  when  it  has  any  substance  mixed 
with  it  to  lower  its  quality,  but  if  it  consists  in  whole  or  in  part  of 
"decayed  or  diseased  or  putrid  or  rotten  animal  or  vegetable  sub- 
stance;" and  milk  from  diseased  animals  comes  under  the  head  of 
adulterated  food.  The  bill  is  designed  to  prohibit  the  sale  of  every 
form  of  food  deleterious  to  public  health. 


A  Comedy  of  Errors. — The  Texas  Courier  Record  falls  into 
quite  a  number  of  errors;  for  instance,  it  deprecates  Dr. 
Swearingen's  "removal"  from  the  office  of  State  Health  Officer. 
Dr.  Swearingen  was  no  more  "removed"  than  Gov.  Ireland  was. 
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He  had  served  three  full  terms,  and  his  last  term  expired  with  the 
incoming  of  the  new  administration.  He  was  simply  not  re-ap- 
pointed. 

Again,  the  C.  R.  condoles  with  Dr.  Ghent,  who  has  been  "made 
a  co-respondent  in  a  suit  brought  by  Dr.  M.  Salm,  late  of  Austin," 
[for  damages]  and  says :  "We  predict  that  Dr.  Ghent  will  not  be 
found  wanting  in  presenting  a  vigorous  and  successful  defense 
against  the  heinous  crime  [sic]  with  which  he  is  charged" — [!  !  !] 
This  is  as  startling  as  it  is  unfounded,  Dr.  Ghent  is  not  charged 
with  any  "heinous  crime";  he  is  simply  being  sued  for  damages  by 
one  whose  "heinous  crime"  he  exposed. 

How  Cholera  was  Carried  to  Buenos  Ayres  is  South  Ameri- 
ca.— In  the  Weekly  Abstract  of  Sanitary  Reports  (No.  48)  dated 
January  27th,  issued  by  the  Treasury  Department,  M.  H.  Service, 
the  following  occurs  : 

"Buenos  Ayres. — The  United  States  Minister,  under  date  of 
December  3,  '86,  dispatches  that  the  situation  is  not  alarming  at 
present,  but  says  : 

'There  is  no  room  for  doubt  as  to  the  existence  of  Asiatic  chol- 
era here.  It  made  its  first  appearance  about  five  weeks  ago,  and 
was  imported  by  the  Italian  ship,  Perseo,  plying  between  Genoa 
and  Buenos  Ayres.  Dr.  Antonio  del  Veso,  envoy  extraordinary, 
and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  Argentine  government  in  Italy, 
was  a  passenger  on  the  ship,  and  the  anxiety  to  secure  him  an  im- 
mediate landing,  on  the  part  of  the  ship's  commander  seems  to  so 
far  overcome  his  sense  of  duty,  that  by  concealed  or  garbled  re- 
ports, he  managed  to  turn  loose,  on  Argentine  soil,  first  here,  then 
at  Rosario,  a  great  many  persons  from  an  infected  ship.  The  tes- 
timony of  passengers  shows  conclusively  there  was  nearly  a  score 
of  burials  at  sea  of  those  who  died  of  cholera  on  the  voyage.' " 

The  U.  S.  Minister  does  not  say  what  was  done  with  the  coward- 
ly fellow,  who,  to  save  his  own  worthless  life,  sacrificed  thousands 
of  others — and  the  end  is  not  yet.  What  punishment  should  such 
a  person — a  high  government  official — receive? 


the  new  state  health  officer;  other  appointments. 
Dr.  R.  Rutherford  of  Houston,  has  been  appointed  by  Gov. 
Ross,  to  be  State  Health  Offieer,  vice  Dr.  R.  M.  Swearengin,  whose 
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term  of  office  expired  January  ist.  On  the  29th  January,  the  Sen- 
ate confirmed  the  appointment  by  the  requisite  two-thirds  vote,  and 
the  Doctor  enters  at  once  upon  the  discharge  of  the  important  and 
responsible  duties  of  the  office.  We  believe  Dr.  R.  was  the  first 
State  Health  Officer  of  Texas;  he  having  been  appointed  by  Gov. 
Roberts  during  his  first  term,  shortly  after  the  passage  of  the  bill 
creating  the  system.  Gov.  Roberts  appointed  Dr.  Swearengin  dur- 
ing his  second  term  of  office;  and  Gov.  Ireland  continued  him  in 
the  position  during  his  two  terms  as  Governor.  Dr.  Rutherford  has 
many  warm  friends  who  are  exultant  over  his  appointment,  and  the 
public  confidently  look  to  see  him  so  administer  the  quarantine 
system  as  to  keep  up  the  reputation  of  the  office  to  the  high  stand- 
ard maintained  during  the  terms  of  service  of  his  predecessor.  We 
wish  him  success. 

Dr.  T.  J.  McFarland  of  Indianola,  who,  it  will  be  remembered, 
lost  all  his  worldly  goods  in  the  storm,  in  August  last,  and  who, 
with  his  family  sought  safety  on  the  house  tops — whence  they  were 
rescued — has  been  appointed  Quarantine  Officer  at  Pass  Cavallo? 
below  Indianola.  This  position  has  been  filled  by  Dr.  F.  K.  Fisher 
heretofore,  but  the  Doctor,  who  suffered  equally  with  Dr,  McF., 
wanted  "no  more  of  it  in  his,"  and  has  gone  to  Galveston  to  prac- 
tice. We  congratulate  the  new  Health  Officer,  and  the  Governor 
in  the  appointment  of  so  worthy  and  so  capable  an  officer  as  Dr. 
McFarland. 

Dr.  D.  R.  Wallace,  Superintendent  Texas  Lunatic  Asylum. — 
We  are  pleased  to  learn  that  this  efficient  and  faithful  officer  is  to 
retain  his  position,  not  withstanding  the  general  sweep  of  removals. 
It  was  rumored  lately  that  he,  too,  would  be  asked  to  step  down 
and  out. 

Dr.  T.  C.  Thompson,  of  Galveston,  (Druggist)  has  been  ap- 
pointed on  the  Board  of  Regents  to  fill  a  vacancy  caused  by  the 
death  of  Dr.  Ashbell  Smith,  President.  Dr.  Wooten  having  been 
elected  to  the  presidency  some  time  since. 

Dr.  Preston,  of  Seguin,  has  been  appointed  First  Assistant  Phy- 
sician at  the  State  Lunatic  Asylum,  vice  Dr.  T.  J.  Bennet,  (who 
resumes  practice  in  Austin)  and  Doctor  Davis,  late  of  Gatesville, 
second  assistent,  vice  Dr.  F.  .A.  Maxwell.  Mr.  J.  Kendall,  of 
Throckmorton,  has  succeeded  Dr.  Shapard  in  charge  of  the  Insti- 
tute for  the  deaf  mutes. 
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A  Medical  College  in  Texas. — The  following  was  adopted  by 
the  North  Texas  Medical  Association  at  its  last  meeting,  held 
in  Paris,  Texas,  in  January  (lilt.) 

Whereas,  Provision  has  been  made  tor  the  establishing  of  a 
medical  department  in  connection  with  the  State  University  and  no 
steps  have  been  taken  to  put  it  in  successful  operation,  and 
whereas  inferior  medical  colleges  are  springing  up  all  over  the 
country  and  are  liable,  also,  to  be  established  in  this  State,  in  order 
to  counteract  such  a  step  it  devolves  upon  the  medical  profession  in 
its  organized  capacity  to  take  an  active  part  in  the  establishment  of 
a  thoroughly  first-class,  scientific  school  of  medicine  in  this  State 
for  the  sake  of  humanity  and  the  honor  of  the  profession.  There- 
fore be  it 

Resolved,  first,  That  it  is  the  unanimous  sentiment  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  North  Texas  Medical  Association  that  the  time  has 
arrived  and  is  now  pressing  upon  us  as  a  necessity  when  the  medi- 
cal men  of  the  State  should  put  forth  a  determined  and  united  effort 
to  establish  and  put  in  successful  operation  at  as  early  a  time  as 
practicable  a  first-class  medical  college  in  our  State. 

Resolved,  second,  That  we,  the  members  of  this  association,  now 
numbering  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  graduates  of  medicine, 
pledge  ourselves  to  the  hearty  co-operation  with  our  brethren  of 
the  state  in  any  feasible  plan  which  may  be  inaugurated  to  accom- 
plish this  desirable  end. 

Apropos,  we  clip  the  following  from  the  Galveston  News  special 
to  the  Statesman  of  the  14th  inst. 

TEXAS  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 

Movement  to  Get  the  Institution  in  Running  Order  in  Galveston. 

Galveston,  February  14. — At  a  special  meeting  of  the  city  coun- 
cil, this  evening,  it  was  voted  unanimously,  that  an  ordinance 
should  be  introduced  and  adopted  at  the  next  regular  meeting,  do- 
nating to  the  State  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  medical  college 
thereon,  one-half  of  the  valuable  block  of  ground  situated  in  the 
east  end  ot  the  city  now  occupied  by  the  public  school,  the  other 
half  to  be  utilized  for  the  Sealy  Hospital,  the  erection  of  which  is 
provided  for  by  the  magnificent  donation  of  $50,000  from  the  estate 
of  the  late  John  Sealy.  The  mayor  has  appointed  a  committee  to 
go  to  Austin  and  labor  with  the  legislature  on  the  matter  of  appro- 
priating money  to  carry  on  the  medical  college. 

And  as  bearing  on  the  subject  the  following,  from  Dr.  T.  D. 
Wooten,  President  Board  Regents  Texas  University,  to  the  States- 
man of  16th  inst.  will  be  of  interest. 

*  *  *  "The  University  has  an  income,  derived  mainly  from 
its  bonds  amounting  to  $44,000.    The  annual  expenses  on  $44,- 
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ooo[?]  in  case  the  lands  are  placed  under  the  management  of  the 
regents,  it  is  believed  that  in  one  year  at  least  one  million  acres 
can  be  rented  at  4  cents  per  acre  net.  This  will  produce  at  the 
end  of  the  two  years,  $40,000  [?]  It  may  be  possible  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  to  lease  the  second  million  acres  ;  if  so,  at  the  end  of  the 
fourth  year  the  University  will  have  an  accumulated  available  fund 
of  $160, 000.  At  the  end  of  the  fifth  year,  from  the  present  time,  or 
in  1892,  $240,000. 

Out  of  this  amount  the  regents  will  then  be  able  to  set  aside  the 
following  : 

For  completing  main  building  $180,000 

For  completing  mess  halls   20,000 

Additional  professors  in  academic  department   30,000 

Balance   10,000 


At  end  of  sixth  year,  deducting  the  $30,000  for  increase  in  the 
academic  department,  and  adding  the  above  balance,  there  will  be 
on  hand  from  loans,  etc.,  the  sum  of  $60,000  ;  at  end  of  seventh 
year,  $110,000  ;  at  end  of  eighth  year,  $160,000.  Then  the  regents 
could  set  aside  $140,000  for  medical  buildings  at  Galveston,  with 
$20,000  as  running  expenses  for  the  first  year.  The  next  year,  or 
nine  years  from  now,  and  every  year  thereafter,  $40,000  could  be 
given  to  Galveston  which  would  make  the  medical  school  there 
one  of  the  finest  in  the  country.  After  the  ninth  year,  or  in  1896, 
there  would  be  about  $10,000  over  and  above  the  amounts  needed 
in  Austin  and  Galveston." 


Paralyses,  Central,  Bulbar  and  Spinal,  a  manual  of  Diagnosis 
for  students  and  practitioners,  by  H.  Carlton  Bastian,  M.  A.  M. 
D.  F.  R.  S.  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians,  Exam- 
iner in  Medicine  at  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians,  Professor 
of  Clinical  Medicine  and  Pathological  Anatomy  in  University 
College,  London,  Physician  to    University  College  Hospital, 


With  numerous  illustrations,  New  York,  1886,  D.  Appleton  &Co. 
t,  3  and  5  Bond  street. 

This  work  may  be  said  to  be  elementary,  in  i.ts  nature;  it  deals 
with  the  a  b  c;s  of  the  subject — as  it  were, — which  is  all  very  well, 
and  goes  further.  It  is  a  good  work  on  diagnosis, — it  tells  how  to 
recognize  certain  dseases  by  symptoms,  to  trace  effect  to  cause  ; 
but  leaves  the  reader  to  determine  on  a  course  of  treatment  for 
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himself,  or  to  hunt  up  other  authority.  Perhaps  it  is  the  authors  in- 
tention to  follow  it  by  a  book  giving  the  treatment;  without  which 
his  book  is  incomplete.  The  author  however,  has  accomplished 
much,  in  bringing  together,  in  this  form  most  of  the  important  ad- 
vances made  in  neuro  pathology  within  the  past  decade: 


A  Treatise  on  The  Practice  of  Medicine,  for  the  use  of  Students 
and  Practitioners  of  Medicine,  By  Robert  Bartholow,  M.  A.  M. 
D.  L.  L.  D.  Prof.  Materia  Medica,  General  Therapeutics  and 
Hygiene  in  the  Jefferson  Medical  College  of  Philadelphia  and 
Dean  of  the  faculty;  formerly  Professor  of  Theory  and  Prac- 
tice of  Medicine  in  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio,  Etc. 
Sixth  edition,  revised  and  enlarged,  New  York,  1886,  D.  Appelton 
&  Co.  1,  3  and  5,  Bond  St.,  Cloth,  $5.00. 

This  work  has  now  been  before  the  profession  so  long  as  to  need 
no  special  attention  at  our  hands.  Its  popularity  is  due  in  part  to 
the  prominence  given  to  practical  therapeutics  and  to  symptomatolo- 
gy. It  is  too  often  that  in  the  eager  desire  to  know  what  to.  do  for 
a  patient,  the  doctor  frequently  does  not  enquire  very  thoroughly 
as  to  what  is  the  matter  with  him;  does  not  make  a  clear  diagnosis 
based  upon  a  thorough  reading  of  the  symptoms  but  goes  to  work. 
In  the  revision  the  matter  introduced  represents  the  advanced 
ideas  and  accepted  facts  of  the  times.  It  is  a  standard  work  and 
should  be  on  every  progressive  Doctor's  shelf. 


Books  and  Pamphlets  Received. — We  acknowledge  with  thanks 

the  receipt  of  the  following  publications  : 
Transactions  Iowa  State  Medical  Association,  1886. 
Report  State  Board  of  Health,  New  Hampshire,  1886. 
Transactions  of  the  Medical  Society  of  Pennsylvania,  1886. 

"  Mississippi  State  Medical  Association,  1886. 

"  New  Hampshire  Medical  Society,  1886. 

"  Tennessee  Medical  Society,  1886. 

"  Louisiana  Medical  Society,  1886. 

"  Missouri  Medical  Society,  1886. 

"  North  Carolina  Medical  Society,  1886. 

Medical  Communications,  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  1886. 
Transactions  Medical  Association  of  Georgia,  1886. 
Eighth  Annual  Report  Illinois  State  Board  of  Health,  1885. 
An  Epitome  of  the  Newer  Materia  Medica,  from  Messrs.  Parke, 

Davis  &  Co.,  Detroit. 
All  of  which  we  hope  to  be  able  to  review  at  some  future  time. 

Diseases  of  the  Lungs  and  Pleurae,  Including  Consumption. — 
By  R.  Douglas  Powell,  M.  D.,  Lond.,  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Col- 
lege of  Physicians;  Physician  to  the  Middlesex  Hospital  and 
to  the  Hospital  for  Consumption  and  Diseases  of  the  Chest,  at 
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Brompton;  late  Assistant  Physician  and  Lecturer  on  Materia 
Medica  at  the  Charing  Cross  Hospital.    Third  edition,  rewrit- 
ten and  enlarged,  with  illustrations,  including  two  lithographic 
plates;  being  Vol.  XI.  of  Wood's  Library  for  1886  (12  vols,  in 
set,  price,  $15.00).    New  York,  William  Wood  &  Company. 
Diseases  of  the  Blood  and  Nutrition,  and  Infectious  Dis- 
eases; being  Vol.  IV.  of  "A  Handbook  of  Practical  Medicine," 
by  Dr.  Hermann  Eichhorst,  and  Vol.  XII.  of  Wood's  Library 
for  1886  (completing  the  set,  price  of  set,  $15.00).  Illustrated. 
New  York,  William  Wood  &  Company. 
These  two  works  complete  the  series  of  the  "Library"  for  1886. 
We  have  not  given  them  a  critical  examination,  but  a  casual  glance 
reveals  the  fact  that  in  making  the  selection  the  publishers  exer- 
cised commendable  discretion  and  taste  in  their  endeavor  to  give 
great  value  for  little  money,  to  give  variety,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
have  all  of  the  works  of  a  high  order  of  excellence. 


The  Best  Antiseptic,  for  both  internal  and  external  use.  Lister- 
ine;  antiseptic,  prophylactic,  deodorant,  non-toxic,  non-irri- 
tant, non-escharotic.  Absolutely  safe.  Agreeable,  scientific, 
and  strictly  professional.  Lambert  Pharmacal  Co.,  St  Louis, 
Missouri,  1887. 

Such  is  the  title  of  a  most  recherche  little  quarto  of  32  pages, 
gotten  up  by  Mr.  Lambert,  who  is  so  generally  known  as  the  "Doc- 
tor's friend."  We  do  not  know  that  we  can  say  of  it,  after  a  care- 
ful reading,  anything  more  to  the  point,  or  more  deserved,  or  say 
it  in  any  better  language  than  that  used  by  Mr.  L.  in  a  letter  to  us. 
"It  is  an  aggregation  of  authorities  that  certainly  leaves  no  room  to 
question  the  scientific  value  of  Listerine,  and  defines  its  true  phar- 
maceutical field  from  every  standpoint.  The  microscopic  tables 
clearly  prove  our  consistency  in  presenting  Listerine  as  a  true  and 
safe  antiseptic  specially  for  internal  and  external  use  about  the 
human  system." 

Our  readers  will  enjoy  a  treat  in  reading  this  little  keepsake, 
which  they  can  get  by  dropping  a  postal  card  to  Mr.  Lambert,  116 
Olive  St.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


"Nestle's  Food"  is  no  longer  on  probation.  It  is  prescribed  in 
all  parts  of  the  world  by  those  physicians  who  are  progressive  and 
who  appreciate  the  scientific  principles  upon  which  the  food  is  con- 
structed, and  competent  authority  pronounce  it  a  perfect  substitute 
for  mothers  milk. 


AD  VER  TISEM ENTS. 


LUID  ^XTRACT  y^BIES  pANADENSIS. 

PLEASE  TAKE  SPECIAL  NOTICE.— Thoroughly  cleanse  the  parts  with  warm 
water  before  using  the  extract,  especially  for  nasal  catarrh  or  vaginal  or 
uterine  leucorrhcea.  It  is  the  remedy  for  those  diseases. 

"Geddes'  Fluid  Extract  of  Hemlock  Bark"  contains  nothing  but  what  is 
extracted  by  our  process  from  the  bark  of  the  common  hemlock  tree.    It  is 
reduced  by  evaporation  to  the  consistency  of  thick  syrup;  is  sol- 
uble in  water;  contains  no  alcohol;  will  not  ferment, 
and  will  keep  for  years  in  any  climate. 

For  Old  Sores,  Eruptions,  etc. — Cleanse  the  parts  thoroughly  with  war* 
water  and  white  Castile  Soap,  dress  the  sore  with  a  solution  of  four  parts  of 
warm  water  to  one  of  Extract.     Repeat  twice  or  three  times  daily. 

From  The  London  Medical  Review,  January  18S6. 

 "But  perhaps  the  greatest  value  of  this  new  discovery  is  its  wonderful  efficacy 

in  the  treatment  of  certain  forms  of  female  diseases,  known  as  Leucorrhcea,  accom- 
panied as  it  invariably  is  with  inflammation  of  the  mucous  tissues.  Its  application 
being  wholly  painless,  makes  its  success  assured.  It  heals  and  soothes  the  afflicted 
parts,  and  at  the  same  time  acts  as  a  tonic  astri  agent 

A  number  of  well-known  medical  gentlemen  who  have  made  female  diseases  a  spe- 
cialty for  years,  have  advised  us  of  chronic  cases  of  Leucorrhcea,  which  had  hereto- 
fore resisted  every  known  treatment,  readily  yielded  when  treated  with  the  Extract 
of  Hemlock  Bark,  making  a  rapid  and  permanent  recovery.  That  this  new  discovery 
will  revolutionise  the  treatment  of  this  disease  there  is  not  the  possibility  of  a  doubt." 

Edwin  Chandler  Crane,  of  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  who  has  been  in  practice  thirty- 
four  years,  states:  that  he  is  fully  satisfied,  from  actual  experience  in  treatment 

of  the  different  complaints  and  diseases  indicated,  with  the  Geddes'  Extract  of  Hem- 
lock Bark,  that  it  will  perform  all,  and  even  more,  than  the  proprietors  claim  for  it. 
I  believe  it  to  be  the  most  important  discovery  of  the  present  age, and  cannot  imagine 
now  how  I  ever  got  on  in  my  practice  without  it.  I  believe  that  the  name  of  Dr.  Ed- 
win Geddes,  of  Montreal,  and  Dr.  Pasteur,  of  Paris,  will  go  down  to  Posterity  as 
the  greatest  discoverers  in  medicine  and  science  of  the  nineteenth  century. 

The  Canadian  Hemlock  Tree  (Abies  Canad  nsin)  must  not  be  confounded  with  the 
shrub  or  poisonous  Hemlock  (Conium  Maculatum).  The  former  abound  only  through- 
out the  Dominion  of  Canada  and  the  Nort  hern  States  of  Am  rica.  The  tree  itself  is 
from  50  to  100  feet  in  height,  and  from  6  to  10  feet  in  girth  at  its  base.  Only  the  inner 
bark  from  the  upland  growth  of  this  tree  is  used  in  the  manufacture  of  Gedde'S  Ex- 
tract of  Hemlock  Bark. 

The  process  employed  is  that  of  repeated  evaporation,  wherein  the  most  elaborate 
machinery,  constructed  upon  the  highest  principles  of  modern  science  and  mechan- 
ical skill  is  employed. 

Dr.  George  Fox.  of  Dublin,  Ireland,  F.  R.  C.  S  ,  in  writing  to  the  Medical  Press  and 

Circular,  Loudon,  England,  published  Wednesday,  Nov.  17th,  1886,  says:—"  Though 

I  am  always  an  advocate  for  the  pharmacian  producing  his  own  preparations  as  far 
as  possible,  I  cannot  but  acknowledge  that  Geddes  Hemlock  Bark  Extract  is  the  per- 
fection of  pharmacy,  and  only  such  as  elaborate  machinery  and  unremitting  scienti- 
fic care  could  produce  It  is  a  pure  Extract,  being  absolutely  devoid  of  Alcohol,  and 
is  of  the  consistence  of  treacle.  It  mixes  readily  with  water  in  all  proportions,  and 
is  an  admirable  astringent  " 

For  Hemorrhoids. — Apply  linen  saturated  with  eight  parts  warm  water  to  one 
of  Extract;  increase  the  proportion  of  Extract  as  the  severity  of  the  case 
requires.    If  internal,  use  same  as  for  dysentery,  by  enema. 

J^HE    JurEDDES   ^ANUFACTURING  ^O., 

SOLE  PROPRIETORS  AND  MANUFACTURERS. 

Cambridgeport  Station,  Boston,  Mass.,  U.  S.  A.,  -A-ILTID 

College  Chambers,  249,  High  Holborn,London,  W.  C 
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Incorporated  by  Special  Act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York. 

SIXTH  YEAR  —  SESSIONS  OF  1887-8. 

 FACULTY  

This  school  will  enter  upon  its  fifth  year  on  September  15th.  It  was  founded  by 
members  of  the  Post-Graduate  Faculty  of  the  University  of  the  City  of  New  York, 
and  was  the  first  institution  in  the  United  States  to  present  a  systematic  system  of 
clinical  instruction  for  graduates  in  medicine. 

The  teaching-  is  practical  and  thorough.  The  school  is  not  a  mere  c'inic.  although 
all  the  lectures  are  clinical,  but  it  is  a  place  of  instruction  in  which  the  practitioner, 
by  actually  handling  the  cases  under  the  guidance  of  the  professors  and  instructors, 
may  learn  the  use  of  instruments  for  examination  and  treatment,  and  observe  the 
effects  of  remedies,,'  Each  hospital  to  which  the  teachers  are  attached  forms  a  part 
of  the  field  of  instruction.  The  general  schedule  is  so  arranged  that  there  is  no  con- 
flict in  the  hours  of  attendance  of  the  professors.  The  clinics  begin  at  9  a.  m..  anri 
continue  until  6  p.  m   each  day.   Clinics  are  also  given  on  -  " 

every  ~'    evening   and  the  Clinical  Society  of  the  School  meets  twice  "a 
inontn  on  Saturday  evenings.   A  Dispensary  and  an  Hospital  form  a  part  of  this 
school,  with  one  ward  exclusively  for  infants,  which  has  been  lately  endowed  by  be 
nevolent  ladies  of  New  York  city.   Practitioners  may  enter  the  school  at  anytime. 
Wm.  A.  Hammon,  M.  D  —Professor of  Diseases  of  the  Mind  and  Nervous  System  and 

of  Medical  Electricity;  Surgeon-General  of  the  U.  S.  Army  (retired  list.) 
D.  B.  St.  John  Roosa,  M.  D.,  LL.  D.— Professor  of  Diseases  of  the  Eye  and  Ear;  Sur- 
geon to  the  Manhattan  Eye  and  Ear  Hospital;  President  of  the  Faculty. 
Fredrick  R.  Sturgis,  M.  D.— Professor  of  Diseases  of  the  Genito-Urinary  Organs,  and 
of  Venereal  Diseases ;  Surgeon  to  the  Charity  Hospital^ 

Thos.  E.  Satterfhw^aite'/MTDT^-Professor  of  Pathology  and  General  Medicine;  Pathol- 
ogist to  the  Presbyterian  Hospital. 

Charles  L-  Dana,  M.  D.— Professor  of  Diseases  of  the  Mind  and  Nervous  System,  and 
of  Medical  Electricity;  Prof essor  of  Physiology  R  oman's  Med.  College;  Physician 
to  Bellevue  Hospital. 

M.  Josiah  Roberts  M.  D.— Professor  of  Orthopaedic  Surgery  and  Mechanical  Thera- 
peutics; Visiting  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  to  the  Randall's  Island  Hospitals. 

Alexander  J.  C.  Skene,  M.  D.— Prof,  of  Diseases  of  Women;  Prof,  of  Diseases  of  Wo- 
men, L.  I.  Hospital  Med.  School;  Attending  Surgeon  of  the  L.  I.  College  Hospital. 

Andrew  H.  Smith,  M.  D.— Prof,  of  Clinical  Medicine  and  Therapeutics;  Attending 
Physician  to  the  Presbyterian  Hosp.;  Consulting  Physician  to  the  Orthopaedic  Hosp. 

Wm.  Oliver  Moore,  M.  D.— Prof .  of  Diseases  of  the  Eye  and  Ear;  Prof,  of  Diseases  of 
the  Eye  and  Ear,  University  of  Vermont,  and  Woman's  Med.  College,  New  York 

William  F.  Flughrer,  M.  D.— Professor  of  Clinical  Surgery;  Surgeon  to  Bellevue  and 
Mount  Sinai  Hospitals. 

Bache  McE.  Emmet;,  M.  D.— Professor  of  Diseases  of  Women;  Asst.  Surgeon  to  the 
New  York  State  Women's  Hospital. 

Edward  Kershner,  M.  D.,  U.S.N.— Prof .  of  Naval,  Military  and  State  Hygiene, 

Ambrose  L.  Ranney,  M.  D.— Prof,  of  the  Anatomy  and  Physiology  of  the  Nervous 
System;  Prof,  of  General  and  Special  Anatomy,  University  of  Vermont. 

William  Henry  Porter,  M.  D.— Professor  of  Clinical  Medicine  and  Pathologv,  Curator 
of  the  Presbyterian  Hospital. 

George  Henry  Fox,  M.  D. — Professor  of  Diseases  of  the  Skin;  Professor  of  Derma- 
tology, College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  New  York. 

Stephen  Smith  Burt,  M.  D  —  Prof,  of  Physical  Diagnosis;  Physician  to  the  Out-Door 
Department,  Bellevue  Hospital. 

Seneca  D.  Powell,  M.  D.— Prof,  of  Minor  Surgery. 

C.A.Von  Ramdohr,  M.D.— Prof,  of  Obstetrics;  Physician  to  the  German  Poliklinik. 
Horace  T.  Hanks,  M.  D.— Professor  of  Diseases  of  Women;  Asst.  Surgeon  to  the  New 

York  State  Women's  Hospital. 
Lewis  S.  Pilcher,  M.  D.— Professor  of  Clinical  Surgery. 

H.  J.  Garrigues.— Prof,  of  Obstetrics";  Surg,  to  the  Maternity  and  German  Hospitals. 
Herber  G.  Lyttle,  M.D.—  Ass».  Professor  of  Genito-Urinary  Diseases,  and  of  Venereal 

Diseases  ) 
Graeme  M.  Eammond,  M.D.— Asso.  Prof,  of  Diseases  of  the  Mind  and  Nervous  System. 
J.  R.  Nilson,  M.D.  -Asso.  Prof,  of  Diseases  of  Women. 
G.  B.  Hodc  M.  D.— Asso.  Prof,  of  Diseases  of  the  Nose  and  Throat. 

Clarence  C.  Rice,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Diseases  o:  the  Nose  and  Throat. 

SAMUEL  LLOYD,  Asst.  See'y.  FKEDEK1C  R.  STURGIS,  Sec.  of  the  Faculty, 
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Attention  of  readers  is  called  to  the  new  advertisements  in  this 
issue,  to-wit:  that  of  the  Willian  Oxygen  Aparatus,  the  J.  P.  Bush 
Manufacturing  Company  (Bovinine) — C.  N.  Crittenden's  Colden's 
Liquid  Beef — Pine  Tar  Soap  and  Glenn's  Sulphur  Soap. 


Cholera  Infantum. — In  the  forthcoming  work,  "Manual  of  Treat- 
ment," now  issuing  from  the  Philadelphia  press,  by  Drs.  Taylor  & 
YVaugh,  we  find  the  following  prescription  recommended  for  cholera 
infantum:  R.  milk  3 iii,  cream  gss,  Mellins'  Food  3ii,  hot  water 
^iiss.  Dissolve  Mellins'  Food  in  the  hot  water,  add  the  milk  and 
cream,  and  if  necessary,  warm  (by  plunging  bottle  in  hot  water). 


Scott  &:  Bowne,  manufacturing  chemists  of  New  York,  make  a 
specialty  of  producing  an  emulsion  of  cod  liver  oil  with  hypophos- 
phites.  Their  great  care  in  selecting  the  oil  and  in  making  the  com- 
bination is  amply  proven  by  the  high  therapeutical  value  set  upon 
the  emulsion  by  the  profession.  It  is  no  new  remedy  but  has  been 
steadily  growing  in  demand  for  a  number  of  years.  It  is  certainly 
very  useful  in  restoring  wasting  tissue,  and  in  cases  of  scrofulous 
children  it  acts  almost  as  a  specific.  They  also  offer  a  Buckthorn 
Cordial  which  is  highly  useful  in  the  treatment  of  constipation. — 
Massachusetts  Eclectic  Medical  Journal. 


Beware  of  Dangerous  Substitution. — The  formula  of  Battle 
&  Cos.  celebrated  Hypnotic  Bromidia  being  published,  many  un- 
scrupulous druggists  are  trying  to  make  it,  and  they  substitute  their 
own  when  Bromidia  is  called  for.  Dr.  Chalkley  got  hold  of  such  a 
substitute,  which  he  described  as  being  of  "a  light  greenish-brown 
color,  perfectly  transparent  and  intensely  disagreeable  to  the  taste, 
being  bitter  and  acid,"  and  says  a  dose  of  one  or  two  drachms  does 
not  have  the  desired  effect.  Bromidia  is  of  a  reddish-brown  color, 
slightly  opaque,  and  not  disagreeable  to  the  taste.  The  dose  of  one 
drachm  has  a  prompt  effect. 

Cases  of  Skin  Eruptions  and  Syphilis  Treated  with  Hors- 
ford's  Acid  Phosphate. — By  Mr.  James  Startin,  Late  Honor- 
ary Surgeon  and  Lecturer,  St.  John's  Hospital  for  Skin  Diseases, 
London:  Honorary  Consulting  Surgeon  to  the  Sheffield  Public 
Hospital  for  Skin  Diseases. 
It  appears  to  me  that  the  "Acid  Phosphate"  originally  prescribed 
by  Prof.  Horsford,  of  Cambridge,  U.  S.  A.,  is  not  so  well  known  in 
this  country  as  its  merits  deserve.    A  glance  at  the  formula  will  how- 
ever readily  convince  one  of  its  value  in  suitable  cases.    Each  fluid 
drachm  gives  on  analysis  5^  grains  of  free  phosphoric  acid,  and 
nearly  four  grains  of  phosphate  of  lime,  magnesia,  iron  and  potash. 
The  following  are  a  few  brief  notes  of  some  of  the  cases  in  which  I 
have  prescribedit  with  complete  success. 
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Mr.  G„  ast.  69,  consulted  me  November,  1885,  for  eczema  on  the 
arms,  legs,  palms  of  the  hands,  and  trunk.  The  patient  complained 
of  much  debility  and  nervous  exhaustion,  and  he  was  a  man  who  had 
led  a  very  busy  business  life,  with  much  worry.  In  December,  1885, 
I  prescribed  Horsford's  acid  tonic  with  much  good  effect,  as  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1886,  I  heard  that  he  was  quite  well. 

Mrs.  S.,  set.  46,  consulted  me  in  December,  1885,  for  psoriasis,  all 
over  the  body,  more  or  less,  especially  on  the  legs  and  arms.  In 
January,  1886,  I  prescribed  a  teaspoonful  of  the  acid  tonic  three 
times  a  day  with  marked  good  effect.  Patient  had  been  much  ex- 
hausted by  continuous  nursing  of  an  invalid  mother. 

Mr.  C,  set.  64,  consulted  me  in  September,  1885,  with  one  of  the 
worst  attacks  of  late  syphilis  I  ever  saw.  After  he  had  been  relieved 
from  the  distressing  symptoms,  and  ulcerations,  I  prescribed  the 
acid  tonic  for  epileptiform  fits  from  which  he  suffered,  with  excel- 
lent results. 

Mr.  McJ.,  set.  63,  consulted  me  in  November,  1885,  for  lichen 
rubra,  which  was  accompanied  with  intolerable  itching.  He  was  a 
nervous  irritable  man.  I  prescribed  the  acid  tonic  with  the  effect 
that  in  December  he  presented  himself  quite  convalescent. — Medi- 
cal Press,  London,  Eng. 


Over-Dosed  Physicians 


From  all  quarters  physicians  express  their  disgust  at  the  over- 
dose of  Baby  Food  advertising  they  have  had  the  past  year. 

Doctor  :  Will  you  please  note,  that  for  three  years  there  has 
NEVER  been  an  advertisement  of  Nestle's  food  in  a  daily  paper 
in  the  United  States.  In  NO  Medical  journal  has  there  appeared 
a  hired  analysis  statement,  deprecating,  by  assertion  or  insinuation 
any  other  food.  By  its  OWN  INHERENT  MERIT  Nestle's  Milk 
food  has  commended  itself  to  the  confidence  of  the  Medical  pro- 
fession, so  that  to-day  it  is  regarded  by  the  profession  as  the  best 
substitute  for  mother's  milk. 

It  does  not  agree  with  EVERY  child,  but  it  DOES  agree  with  a 
larger  per  centage  of  infants  than  any  other  infant's  food. 

Should  this  notice  meet  the  eye  of  any  Doctor  who  has  not  used 
Nestle's  Milk  Food,  a  sample  and  pamphlet  by  Prof.  Lebert  will  be 
sent  on  application  to 

THOMAS  LEEMING  &  CO.,  New  York. 
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congenital  STRICTURE  OF  URETHRA;  three  in  number. 

READ  BEFORE  EAST  TEXAS  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION    IX   JANUARY,  1887. 

By  W.  G.  Jameson,  M.  D.,  Rusk  Texas. 


HAS.  F.,  aged  ten  years,  was  brought  to  my  ornce  August  15th, 


1884,  for  examination  in  regard  to  urethral  trouble.  The 
history  gathered  from  the  father  was,  the  boy  had  never  been  able 
to  pass  but  a  "spray-like  stream''  from  birth,  and  that  he  had  been 
troubled  more  or  less  with  incontinence,  which  was  very  annoy- 
ing at  night,  frequently  soiling  the  bedding.  He  had  grown  much 
worse  within  the  last  year.  The  general  appearance  of  the  boy 
was  very  good;  seemed  a  little  nervous,  but  I  attributed  that  to  our 
presence  and  the  horror  little  fellows  have  for  doctors.  He  had 
always  enjoyed  good  health,  "save  occasionally"  would  have  chills 
and  fever;  his  home  being  in  malarious  district.  The  impediment 
to  flow  of  urine  had  never  given  any  symptoms  other  than  slight 
cystitis,  from  which  he  was  suffering;  there  was  also  urethretis. 
The  external  appearance  of  penis  was  normal.    We  made  manual 
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examination  of  urethra,   externally  from  glans   penis  to  peno- 
scrotal junction,  could  feel  natural  depression  on  under  surface  of 
penis,  except  at  strictured  points  where  it  had  a  corded  feel.  The 
external  orifice  was  larger  than  normal.    Within  the  canal  a  few 
lines  we  saw  what  we  thought  was  the  trouble.    A  stricture  which 
gave  to  the  orifice  a  "funnel  shape."    We  were  struck  with  the 
abnormal  condition,  knowing  that  to  be  normally  the  most  con- 
stricted part  of  the  urethra.    In  order  to  test  character  of  stream, 
we  had  him  urinate,  which  he  did  with  some  effort,  and  to  our  as- 
tonishment the  stream  passed  was  just  as  had  been  described  by 
the  father,  instead  of  falling  to  the  ground  in  continuous  stream, 
passed  like  a  stream  from  an  atomizer.    We  tried  to  pass  a  filiform 
bougie,  but  failed.    The  mere  presence  of  instruments  in  urethra 
caused  spasms  of  stricture,  which  could  not  be  overcome  by  con- 
stant gentle  pressure.    We  put  him  under  influence  of  chloroform, 
trying  again  to  pass  a  small  bougie  which  we  did  a  short  distance; 
meeting  with  obstruction,  withdrew  bougie,   and   divided  first 
stricture  with  narrow  bistoury;  but  little  hemorrhage  followed.  I 
then  easily  pushed  a  good  sized  bougie  through  to  second  stricture, 
thinking  that  the  obstruction  offered  was  an  enlarged  orifice  of 
follicles  situated  on  floor  of  urethra.    But  such  was  not  the  case. 
I  soon  knew  that  I  had  to  contend  with  another  stricture.  This 
one  being  too  deep  seated  to  use  knife,  and  having  in  my  pocket- 
case  a  small  exploring  trocar,  I  gathered  the  glans  between  fore- 
finger and  thumb,  put  penis  slightly  on  the  stretch,  introduced 
trocar,  being  careful  to  direct  the  point  in  the  exact  course  of 
urethra  before  using  any  force;  1  withdrew  point  of  trocar  within 
canula,  passed  to  second  stricture  where  canula  was  arrested. 
After  assuring  myself  that  it  was  a  stricture,  I  pressed  the  trocar 
out  of  canula  on  through  stricture.    Again  drawing  trocar  within 
canula  and  using  it  as  a  bougie,  I  passed  on  in  the  direction  cf  blad- 
der.   When  one  inch  from  second  stricture,  I  met  with  a  third, 
which  was  treated  in  same  manner  as  the  second.    The  canula 
passed  easily  again  some  distance.    I  withdrew  instrument  and 
used  bougie,  which,  to  our  great  relief  passed  readily  through  all 
three  strictures  on  into  bladder.    Not  being  satisfied  with  that,  we 
passed  a  larger  bougie,  and  let  it  stay  a  short  time  so  as  to  dilate 
well  the  constricted  parts.    I  would  state  that  after  passing  stric- 
tures, the  urethra  between  them  seemed  to  be  rather  dilated, 
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"pocket  like."  After  he  came  from  under  influence  of  ansesthic, 
I  had  him  to  urinate;  he  making  a  good  bold  stream,  which 
I  assure  you  was  not  only  a  great  pleasure  to  the  boy,  but  to 
the  surgeons.  It  was  the  first  that  he  had  freely  passed  in  his  life. 
I  saw  him  next  day  and  passed  bougie,  which  gave  him  much  pain. 
Finding  that  to  use  it  again  I  would  have  to  resort  to  the  use  of 
chloroform,  I  desisted,  trusting  to  frequent  calls  to  urinate  to  keep 
canal  dilated,  hoping  if  any  adhesion  should  form,  that  they  would 
be  broken  up  by  urine  dilating  urethra.  But  not  knowing  whether 
it  would  act  as  thus  imagined,  I  resolved  to  trust  to  it  rather  than 
use  an  anaesthetic.  I  am  happy  to  say,  my  trust  was  not  in  vain. 
The  urine  acted  like  a  charm  in  keeping  canal  dilated;  the  result 
was  perfect.  I  treated  the  patient  some  time  after  operation,  for 
nocturnal  incontinence.  I  saw  him  a  few  months  ago;  his  stream 
was  good,  in  fact  as  large  as  that  of  any  boy  of  his  age;  hence  I 
may,  without  vanity,  flatter  myself  on  the  complete  success  of  the 
operation,  and  that  too,  by  means,  not  exactly  laid  down  in  the 
books,  but  extemporized  to  meet  the  case. 


A  DIFFICULT  A>D  COMPLICATED  OBSTETRIC  CASE. 


By  R.  H.  Eanes,  M.  D.,  Rice's  Crossing,  Texas. 


N  the  morning  of  2nd  inst.  I  was  called  up  about  4  o'clock  by 


a  Bohemian  who,  to  use  his  own  language,  said:  "Wife 
much  sick;  child  no  come."  I  understood  him  at  once  and  has- 
tened to  his  house,  knowing  too  well  that  physicians  were  not 
called  by  them  in  cases  of  labor  unless  some  great  trouble  or  im- 
minent danger  existed.  I  was  met  at  the  door  by  a  Bohemian 
mid-wife,  who  informed  me  in  broken  English  that  the  water  had 
long  since  come  away,  but  the  child  would  not  advance.  I  made 
an  immediate  examination  and  discovered  a  footling  presentation 
with  a  prolapsed  cord.  Upon  further  examination  I  made  out  a 
sacro-posterior  position?  but  whether  right  or  left  1  do  not  pre- 
tend to  say. 

The  left  foot  was  protruding  and  the  right  one  just  within  the 
vulva.    There  were  twelve  or  eighteen  inches  of  prolapsed  cord, 
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large,  engorged  and  convoluted.  Its  size  and  shape  reminded  me 
at  once  of  the  small  intestine.  My  first  effort,  before  attempting 
delivery,  was  to  replace  the  cord.  In  this  I  failed,  for  as  fast  as  I 
could  replace  a  knuckle  another  one  would  slip  down.  Its  enor- 
mous size  and  weight  rendered  all  attempts  in  this  direction  per- 
fectly hopeless.  At  this  time  the  cord  was  beating  feebly.  One 
marked  peculiarity  of  the  case  was  the  entire  absence  of  uterine 
pains.  This,  with  the  failure  to  replace  the  cord,  puzzled  me  as  to 
how  I  should  next  proceed.  I  reasoned  thus:  the  woman  has  lain 
all  night  in  labor  and  all  womb  power  has  been  exhausted;  as  a 
consequence  some  interference  on  the  part  of  the  accoucheur  is 
now  indicated.  I  gave  a  good  dose  ot  ergot  and  awaited  develop- 
ments, occasionally  kneading  the  womb.  But  there  were  no  devel- 
opments. All  parties  present  being  uneasy  and  anxious  that  some- 
thing should  be  done,  I  proceeded  to  deliver.  (I  will  say  just  here 
that  I  could  get  no  history  of  the  case,  as  no  one  present  spoke  in- 
telligible English).  The  left  foot  protruding,  I  introduced  my 
hand  and  pulled  down  the  right  on  a  level  with  the  left;  with  my 
right  hand  I  now  grasped  both  feet,  at  the  same  time  using  traction; 
and  with  my  left,  exerted  strong  pressure  from  above.  At  this  junc- 
ture a  good  pain  came  on,  and  the  child  was  born  to  the  navel. 
Time,  now.  with  the  child,  I  knew  to  be  everything.  I  waited  a 
few  moments  for  a  recurrence  of  the  pain,  but  when  it  did  not  re- 
cur I  again  assisted,  using  some  traction  and  a  good  deal  of  pres- 
sure. The  womb,  however,  did  not  lend  her  aid,  and  my  efforts 
availed  nothing.  I  now  examined  the  cord  and  found  its  beat  so 
faint  as  hardly  to  be  perceptible.  I  again  endeavored  to  deliver, 
but  the  womb  was  inert  and  the  child  as  fast  as  if  in  a  workman's 
vise.  The  cord  was  now  pulseless,  and  I  almost  despaired;  but 
again  tried,  hoping  to  be  able  to  resuscitate  the  child,  could  I  de- 
liver without  further  delay.  Efforts,  however,  were  fruitless,  and 
the  woman  complained  so  much  of  my  manipulations  that  I  ceased 
all  efforts.  Knowing  now  that  the  child  was  dead,  like  Micawber, 
I  waited  for  something  "to  turn  up,"  but  as  nothing  turned  up,  I 
administered  chloroform,  introduced  my  hand,  swept  the  arms 
over  the  face,  (which,  by  the  way,  were  extended  above  the  head) 
and  then,  with  renewed  traction  and  pressure,  the  shoulders  came 
away.  But  here  again  things  stopped,  and  the  nead  was  as  fast  now 
as  the  shoulders  were  before.    The  truth  was,  the  chin  was  extended 
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and  fixed  behind  the  symphysis.  I  again  introduced  my  hand  and 
fastening,  as  well  as  I  could,  my  index  and  middle  fingers  upon  the 
forehead  of  the  child,  caused  partial  rotation  backward.  By  this 
means  I  was  enabled  to  get  my  index  finger  in  the  mouth,  thus 
making  the  rotation  complete  and  the  child  was  born.  Of  course 
this  gave  quite  a  twist  to  the  neck,  but  as  the  child  had  been  dead 
possibly  half  an  hour  no  harm  could  result.  The  child  was  of  aver- 
age size,  with  no  deformities.  The  after-birth  came  away  without 
trouble,  and  the  womb  contracted  well. 

I  presume,  Mr.  Editor,  to  report  this  case,  because  it  is  one  of 
the  most  remarkable  with  which  I  have  ever  had  to  deal  in  prac- 
tice. The  footling  presentation,  the  prolapsed  cord,  the  non-rota- 
tion forward  of  the  occiput,  and  the  fixedness  of  the  chin  behind 
the  pubis,  made  it  a  most  difficult  and  complicated  case,  indeed,  to 
deal  with.  During  my  short  professional  career,  I  have  had  four 
cases  of  breech  presentation,  but  none  to  resemble  this.  I  would 
be  pleased  to  have  you  call  the  attention  of  your  many  readers  to 
the  following  interesting  points: 

1.  Playfair  says  this  may  be  done  in*  two  ways.  The  body  of 
the  "child  being  grasped  in  the  intervals  of  pains  and  twisted  round 
so  as  to  bring  the  occiput  forward.  It  is  by  no  means  certain, 
however,  that  the  head  would  follow  the  movements  imparted  to  the 
body,  and  there  must  be  a  serious  danger  of  giving  a  fatal  twist  of 
the  neck  by  such  a  manoeuvre."  The  other  plan,  recommended  by 
himself,  is  the  one  practiced  in  this  case.  It  seems  to  me  that  if 
either  of  these  methods  alone  is  good,  that  a  judicious  combina- 
tion of  both  would  produce  the  result  desired.  This  is  the  method 
I  would  recommend,  and  would  myself  practice  in  a  similar  case. 

2.  On  due  reflection  the  question  has  arisen  in  my  mind  whether 
labor  in  this  case  had  actually  begun  or  not?  The  feet  protruding, 
the  waters  having  come  away,  and  the  "parts"  being  well  dilated, 
indicated  at  once,  seemingly,  that  it  had.  But  when  we  remember 
the  entire  absence  of  pains  (with  one  exception)  and  that  the  feet 
had  been  advancing  and  receeding  for  about  fourteen  days,  actual- 
ly protruding  as  they  were  on  the  night  of  delivery.  This,  (I  was 
informed  by  an  interpreter,  after  all  was  over,  and  by-the-way  a 
very  remarkable  feature  of  the  case)  makes  it  a  question  with  me. 
Might  not  the  waters  have  been  emptied  by  some  movement  of  the 
child's  feet,  protruding  as  they  were,  or  some  jostle  or  injury  to  the 
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mother,  the  parts  dilated  by  the  gradual  insinuation  of  the  feet  for 
those  fourteen  days?  My  solution  of  the  question  is  this:  Labor 
had  begun,  but  was  in  its  incipiency,  and  like  most  breech  presen- 
tations, was  necessarilly  slow,  but  without  professional  interferance 
would  have  been  born  on  the  evening  or  the  night  of  the  next  day. 

Granting  this,  would  not  the  child  with  the  pendulous  and  feebly 
beating  cord,  have  become  asphyxiated  before  that  time,  and  was 
it  not  more  scientific,  after  all,  to  interfere? 

I  should  be  glad  to  have  the  comments  of  any  professional 
brother  on  this  case. 


A  CASE  OF  HYSTERIA  IN  A  YOUNG  LADY. 

By  W.  M.  Powell,  M.  D.,  Albany,  Texas. 
For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 

HAVING  read  a  report  of  a  similar  case  in  the  American 
Journal  of  Obstetycs,  it  may  be  of  interest  to  some  of  your 
readers  to  cite  a  case  that  came  under  my  observation  last  summer. 

Miss  M.  D.,  a  beautiful  blonde  of  seventeen  summers,  perfectly 
healthy,  of  good  family  history,  presented  herself  at  my  office  on 
the  18th  day  of  July,  complaining  of  feeling  badly  from  constipa- 
tion. I  gave  her  a  prescription  for  the  trouble,  which  is  very  com- 
mon in  this  country,  and  she  left,  stating  that  she  would  call  again 
if  she  did  not  get  better.  The  following  afternoon  her  father  sent 
for  me  to  come  quickly  to  see  her,  as  she  was  "very  bad."  I  found 
her  suffering,  apparently,  from  an  intense  pain  in  the  left  hypo- 
chondriac region,  and  on  attempting  to  examine  the  affected  side 
she  would  scream  vociferously,  and  would  not  allow  me  to  lay  even 
the  weight  of  my  hand  on  her.  The  thermometer  registered  a 
normal  temperature,  her  tongue  clean,  respirations  norma),  and 
her  stomach  and  liver,  as  nearly  as  could  be  asceitained  in  an 
active,  healthy  condition — her  bowels  well  opened  from  the  laxa- 
tive I  had  prescribed  the  day  previous,  but  the  paroxysmal  pain 
seemed  to  be  unbearable.  An  old  lady  friend  of  hers  living  near 
by  was  present,  and  had  been  with  her  during  the  afternoon,  and  I 
turned  to  her  and  asked  concerning  her  kidneys  and  bladder.  She 
informed  me  that  she  had  voided  large  quantities  of  urine  having 
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the  appearance  of  clear  water.  I  then  inquired  very  closely  into 
the  condition  of  her  catamenia,  and  learned  that  everything  in  that 
particular  was  perfectly  regular.  I  diagnosed  hysteria,  and  com- 
municated the  fact  to  the  old  lady,  who  was  intelligent  enough  to 
understand  and  appreciate  the  situation,  and  rid  herself  of  the 
anxiety  she  had  had  of  the  young  lady's  condition.  I  prescribed 
an  opiate,  hoping  to  quiet  her  sufficiently,  at  least,  to  make  a  more 
thorough  examination,  thinking  that  there  might  possibly  be  some 
tenderness  about  the  spleen,  but  it  seemed  to  have  no  effect — she 
would  cry  out  at  regular  intervals  and  grasp  her  side  vigorously, 
but  could  not  bear  for  me  to  touch  her.  I  then  attempted  to  pro- 
duce complete  anaesthesia  with  chloroform  but,  strange  to  say, 
failed.  By  this  time  her  father  and  brothers  (mother  being  dead) 
as  well  as  numerous  bystanders,  became  greatly  alarmed,  but  I  told 
them  to  be  quiet,  as  there  was  no  danger  of  her  dying.  Some  three 
hours  had  elapsed  after  my  arrival,  when  opisthotonos  was  well 
marked,  pulse  and  respiration  remaining  normal,  but  a  slight  ele- 
vation of  temperature  accompanied  with  great  thirst.  She  would 
at  times  cry  out,  with  her  face  all  contorted,  that  her  great  toe  on 
the  right  foot  was  coming  off,  and  insisted  that  some  one  should 
rub  it,  which,  of  course,  was  done.  As  a  rule,  the  toe  would  be 
drawn  downward  and  inward,  but  some  times  she  would  only  im- 
agine it  so. 

This  state  of  things  kept  up  until  10  o'clock  P.  M.,  when  I  sent 
for  my  friend,  Dr.  Moody,  who  came,  and  very  promptly  undertook 
to  examine  her,  but  was  quite  as  unsuccessful  as  myself.  We  had 
no  trouble  in  agreeing  as  to  the  nature  of  the  case,  but  he  thought 
there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  putting  her  under  the  influence  of 
chloroform,  and  suggested  that  we  try  it  again,  to  which  I  cheer- 
fully consented.  I  had  improvised  a  very  good  inhaler  which  I 
again  charged  and  passed  to  him  to  apply,  while  I  sat  by  to  watch 
her  pulse.  At  least  one-third  of  a  pound  of  chloroform  had  been 
consumed  when  the  doctor  thought  she  was  thoroughly  under  its 
influence,  and  picked  up  her  hand,  letting  it  drop  apparently  life- 
less by  her  side.  He  then  proceeded  to  make  the  examination  I 
had  so  signally  failed  to  do,  when,  to  his  astonishment  she  grasped 
her  side  as  before,  opened  her  eyes,  and  screamed  out  "let  me 
alone,"  as  though  the  chloroform  was  nothing  more  than  the  oxygen 
she  breathed  every  day.    This  interesting,  but  somewhat  ludicrous 
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state  of  affairs  was  suddenly  changed  by  the  appearance  of  a  young 
gentleman  friend  of  mine,  who  had  been  paying  his  respects  to  her 
for  some  time — his  presence  seemed  to  have  a  good  effect  for  a 
while.  Dr.  M.  and  myself  then  repaired  to  an  adjoining  room  for 
further  consultation,  and  decided  to  give  a  large  dose  of  chloral  and 
bromide,  combined.  The  doctor  left,  and  I  remained  for  a  short 
time,  giving  only  a  part  of  the  dose  referred  to,  as  she  refused  to 
swallow  it  all.  She  had  been  having  choking  spells,  or  rather 
spasm  of  the  oesophagus  which  seemed  to  be  growing  more  frequent 
by  this  time  since  the  young  man  w  ould  quickly  raise  her  to  a 
semi-recumbent  position,  rub  her  face,  etc.  I  finally  told  him  if  he 
would  not  molest  her  she  would  do  better.  I  then  told  her  that 
she  could  go  to  sleep  if  she  would  only  try,  and  bade  her  good- 
night, telling  her  father  as  I  passed  out  of  the  door,  that  unless  she 
got  a  great  deal  worse  than  she  ever  had  been,  not  to  send  for  me' 
before  morning;  that  she  imagined  she  was  in  a  much  worse  con- 
dition than  she  really  was.  So  I  was  not  disturbed  any  more  during 
the  night,  i  called  again  at  6  o'clock  next  morning  and  learned 
that  she  had  passed  the  remainder  of  the  night  quietly,  but  with  the 
approach  of  day  and  the  stir  and  bustle  incident  thereto,  the  at- 
tacks grew  quite  as  bad  as  they  were  in  the  evening. 

I  withdrew  everything  in  the  shape  of  medicine,  ordered  her  a 
plate  of  soup,  which  she  relished.  I  then  darkened  the  room  and 
positively  forbade  anyone  entering  it  during  the  day  but  her  father 
and  one  lady  friend.  Of  course  Mr.  was  admitted  after  busi- 
ness hours,  for  he  proved  to  be  the  best  nurse  of  any.  This  was  the 
course  I  pursued  for  two  days  and  nights,  and  she  made  a  good 
recovery  In  November  I  treated  the  same  party  through  an  at- 
tack of  the  so-called  "slow  fever"  peculiar  to  this  country,  without 
there  being  the  slightest  manifestation  of  hysterics.  There  was,  at 
times,  more  or  less  tympanites,  too,  all  over  abdominal  region,  and 
on  percussing  the  parts,  she  quietly  submitted  without  a  word  or 
recoil. 

Now  I  consider  that  the  case  presented  two  interesting  features  : 
First,  her  age,  social  standing,  and  extremely  healthy  condition; 
second,  the  disposition  to  repel  anaesthetics,  narcotics,  &c.  We 
know  that  there  are  persons  more  easily  anaesthetised  than  others; 
that  we  frequently  meet  with  cases  where  the  different  forms  of 
opium  do  not  produce  the  desired  effect.    But  when  we,  after 
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having  persisted  in  the  use  of  such  drugs,  fail  to  accomplish 
anything  at  all,  we  very  naturally  want  to  know  the  reason  why,  and 
give  such  a  case  publicity. 

Never  having  met  with  this  peculiar  affection  in  the  young  un- 
married woman  before,  I  will  not  venture  an  opinion  as  to  the 
probable  cause  of  it. 

I  believe  the  manifestations  of  hysteria  are  attributable,  as  a  rule, 
to  a  functional  derangement  of  the  brain  and  spinal  cord;  and  at 
the  same  time  I  believe  that  there  may  be  other  phenomena  to  ex- 
cite it,  as  in  this  case.  There  was  nothing  before  the  attack,  or  has 
there  been  anything  since,  that  would  lead  one  to  infer  that  there 
was  anything  wrong  with  her  mental  faculties.  It  is  true  that  the 
mental  exaltation  during  the  paroxysm  denoted  irritability  of  some 
character;  but  where  it  come  from,  or  what  produced  it  I  am  not 
able  to  say.  Now  if  there  had  been  some  functional  disturbance 
of  the  uterus  or  its  appendages,  or  any  other  organ,  it  would  be 
different;  but  as  I  said  in  the  outset,  everything,  as  nearly  as  I  could 
ascertain,  was  normal. 

As  to  treatment,  I  don't  think  but  little,  if  anything  can  be  done 
in  a  case  like  this,  by  way  of  medication.  Dr.  Scott,  in  American 
Jour?ial  of  Obstetrics,  thinks  that  hysterical  patients  should  not  go 
without  treatment.  Dr.  Gehrung,  in  same  discussion  thought  they 
required  but  little,  if  any  treatment.  As  for  my  part,  taking  a 
unique  case  like  this,  [  am  inclined  to  agree  with  the  latter.  I 
found  that  pointed,  positive,  and  almost  harsh  language  was  re- 
quired to  control  this  patient,  mild  and  sympathetic  words  from 
different  persons  in  the  room,  only  seemed  to  aggravate  her  con- 
dition. When  the  room  was  full  of  visitors  she  would  behave  much 
worse  than  when  left  alone — hence  by  excluding  all  callers,  I  had 
the  satisfaction  of  seeing  her  out  much  sooner  than  I  expected. 


ABORTION  FOLLOWING  REMOVAL  OF  A  CERVIC  AL  POLYPUS. 

By  W.  H.  Lancaster,  M.  D„  Coleman,  Texas. 

For  Daniels  Texas  Medical  Journal. 

ON  September  i,  1886,  Mr.  D.  called  at  my  office  asking  me  to 
prescribe  for  his  wife,  adding  that  he  had  tried  two  other 
doctors,  but  that  their  prescriptions  had  failed  to  give  any  relief 
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After  saying  to  him  that  if  he  did  not  allow  me  a  better  opportunity 
than  he  had  the  other  doctors,  I  did  not  want  to  attempt  to  do 
anything,  I  obtained  the  following.  His  wife  complained  of  sore- 
ness of  lower  bowels  and  abdomen.  Especially  the  right  side;  was 
nervous,  having  hot  flashes,  spells  of  faintness  and  full  feeling  in 
the  head.  Soreness  and  pain  in  the  right  side  constant,  but  worse 
at  the  time  of  her  periods,  and  aggravated  by  being  on  her  feet. 
Had  missed  her  period.  Bowels  constipated.  Abdomen  would 
swell  up  at  times,  which  would  interfere  with  her  breathing.  When 
the  bowels  would  swell  and  puff  up  there  was  very  considerable  op- 
pression, and  a  feeling  as  though  she  were  loosing  her  mind.  Ap- 
petite good  at  times;  at  times  none.  Never  vomitted;  was  never 
sick,  or  nauseated  at  all.  We  demurred  to  the  husband  at  making 
such  random  prescriptions  without  an  examination,  and  suggested 
to  him  that  the  reproductive  system  was  at  fault,  and  the  prime 
etiological  factor  in  her  case,  and  that,  though  I  would  not  refuse 
to  prescribe  for  his  wife,  I  did  not  expect  such  treatment  to  benefit 
her  much,  if  at  all.  He  then  stated  that  both  the  other  doctors 
had  referred  him  to  the  reproductive  system  for  her  trouble  and 
one  of  them  insisted  upon  treating  her  for  uterine  disease,  but  they 
refused  him.  Hereupon  he  asked  me  to  call  down  to  see  his  wife 
in  person.  This  I  did  and  obtained  the  following  history: 
Mrs.  D.  was  27  years  old.  Had  been  married  five  years. 
Had  never  been  pregnant.  Was  never  regular  in  her  life 
with  monthly  periods.  Had  at  times  missed  as  much  as  five 
months  successively.  Had  been  treated  for  uterine  troubles  by 
two  physicians  before  coming  to  this  place.  By  one  for  one  year 
continuously,  but  not  later  than  two  or  three  years.  She  always 
suffered  with  dysmenorrhea,  and  the  flow  was  very  scanty;  suffered 
with  much  pain  and  soreness  at  such  times.  This  originated  by 
being  on  the  feet  much.  Had  missed  her  show  last  month  and  it 
was  now  time,  as  she  could  best  judge,  for  her  menses  again,  but  no 
show;  had  heavy,  bearing  down  sensation  in  womb  and  pelvis.  Was 
not  allowed  any  examination  of  the  womb.  Prescribed  a  tonic  and 
digestive;  advised  the  hot  vaginal  douche  twice  daily,  and  stated 
that  unless  further  notified  or  solicited  I  would  dismiss  the  case. 

On  September  13th  Mr.  D.  called  again,  saying  the  prescription 
had  done  no  good  and  asking  me  to  take  charge  of  the  case  pro- 
perly.   I  at  once  proceeded  to  mke  a  digital  examination,  which 
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revealed  a  slightly  enlarged  uterus,  cervix  a  little  large  and  elong- 
ated, with  something  quite  filling  up  the  cavity  of  the  cervix  and 
on  a  level  with  the  lips.    This  caused  me  to  further  interrogate  the 
parties  and  to  examine  the  breasts.    This  examination  of  the  mam- 
mae failed  to  offer  any  such  sign  as  to  me  indicated  pregnancy.  I 
introduced  the  speculum.    This  revealed  cellular  polypus,  quite 
filling  up  the  cervical  canal.    It  was  greatly  compressed,  and  pre- 
sented a  double  teat-like  tumor  or  substance  no  longer  than  the 
cervix,  merely  showing  between  the  lips.   Although,  as  said,  a  cellular, 
rather  vascular  structure,  it  was  quite  devoid  of  mucus  or  blood; 
indeed  rather  dry  and  friable.    Further  manipulation  proved  it  to 
be  attached  to  the  left  lateral  cervical  Wall,  just  outside  of  the  os 
internum.     The  nutrition  was  considerably  interfered  with.  I 
called  the  husband's  attention  to  the  existence  of  the  tumor;  stated 
the  propriety  of  removing  it  at  once,  and  as  soon  as  I  could  step  to 
my  office  and  procure  a  pair  of  forceps,  by  torsion  with  slight  trac- 
tion, I  removed  it  without  difficulty.    This  being  completed,  I 
stated  to  Mr.  D.  that  the  womb  was  too  large,  and  that  it  was  pos- 
sible that  another  polypus  existed,  as  I  thought  the  one  removed 
not  sufficient,  attached  as  it  was,  to  account  for  the  increase  in  size 
of  the  uterus  (and,  though  we  had  no  hemorrhage,  an  almost  con- 
stant symptom  of  polypus).    I  could  not  decide  what  caused  the 
enlargement,  if  not  intra-uterine  polypus,  and  added  that  the  pres- 
ence, situation  and  shape  of  the  one  removed  so  fully  and  perfectly 
filled  up  the  cervical  canal  as  to  preclude,  to  my  mind,  the  possi- 
bility of  pregnancy.    After  applying  Tr.  Iodine  (Churchill's)  to  the 
stump  of  the  polypus,  I  advised  continuance  of  the  vaginal  hot 
douche.    Prescribed  F.  E.  Ergot  8z  Gossip:  Rad:  to  be  taken  three 
times  daily,  hoping  thereby  to  expel  other  polypi,  I  left  to  call  for  a 
week  later.    On  the  18th  returned,  found  the  condition  quite  as  be- 
fore.   No  flow;  womb  apparently  larger.    I  again  examined  the 
breasts,  but  did  not  decide  that  such  changes  existed  as  indicated 
pregnancy.    I  again  introduced  the  speculum,  and  with  a  sound 
and  dilator  made  a  thorough  search  for  other  polypi,  but  found 
none.    Did  not  note  any  change  in  the  cervix  that  was  not  attribut- 
able to  the  existence  of  the  polypus;  applied  iodine  to  cervix.  On 
the  25th  called  again;  size  of  womb  increased.    Again  examined 
breasts;  stated  that  I  did  not  know  how  to  account  for  size  of 
uterus  except  by  pregnancy.    There  has  never  existed  the  least 
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nausea;  rests  well  at  night;  continued  hot  douches.  Called  again 
October  ist;  refused  to  make  application  to  the  cervix;  state  that 
I  am  quite  convinced  now  that  pregnancy  exists.  Womb  is  still 
larger.  Mrs.  D.  denies  that  the  mammae  are  larger  than  usual; 
they  are  not  at  all  tender;  no  setcretion.  Advised  her  to  go  about 
her  work  as  usual,  or  as  though  she  were  well.  State  positively 
that  she  is  pregnant,  which  very  much  displeased  the  lady.  On 
29th  find  case  progressing  nicely;  development  quite  apace  with 
the  supposed  time  of  gestation.  State  in  substance  that  they  may 
not  need  a  doctor  for  five  or  six  months;  ask  to  be  advised  if  all  is 
not  well.  Heard  no  more  of  the  case  until  November  19th,  when 
upon  my  return  from  the  country,  where  I  had  been  detained  for  a 
couple  of  days,  I  learned  that  on  the  morning  of  the  18th  Mr.  D. 
had  called  for  me  and  that  the  call  was  answered  by  my  partner, 
Dr.  Bowers,  who  stated  that  he  found  the  womb  trying  to  expel  its 
contents  and  that  it  were  better  to  allow  it  to  go  on,  as  there  was  an 
offensive  odor  with  the  discharge;  said  there  was  something  in  the 
womb  that  should  pass  out.  Charged  to  watch  for  any  hemorr- 
hage and  report  at  once,  if  any.  During  the  night  of  the  18th  be- 
cause of  a  free  discharge  which  Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.  supposed  was  blood, 
Dr.  Bowers  was  again  called,  but  found  it  to  be  amniotic  fluid  and 
quited  their  fears.  On  the  19th,  upon  my  return,  Dr.  Bowers  stated 
the  above.  He  and  I  at  once  visited  the  case;  the  family  were 
again  informed  that  the  contents  of  the  womb  must  and  would  pass 
away;  there  were  then  no  pains,  scarcely,  but  the  os  was  partially 
dilated.  On  the  night  of  the  19th  Mrs.  D.  was  delivered  of  a  dead 
foetus  of  about  3  or  3^  months.  Apropos  to  this  case  please  allow 
it  said,  that  the  first  time  I  made  a  digital  examination  Mrs.  D.  re- 
marked that  she  expected  I  would  find  her  different  from  any  wo- 
man I  ever  examined,  and  as  a  reason,  was  told  that  her  doctor  who 
had  treated  her  formerly  said  so,  and  also  said  she  could  never 
give  birth  to  a  child.  My  opinion  was  asked  and  was  given  as  fol- 
lows: That  it  would  be  with  difficulty  and  great  suffering  that  she 
could  give  birth  to  a  full-term,  well  developed  child.  The  ques- 
tion directed  my  attention  especially  to  the  contour  and  size  of  the 
pelvis.  I  found  the  pelvis  small,  with  the  deepest  and  most  acute 
angle  to  the  pubic  arch  I  ever  saw.  I  did  not  attempt  to  take 
measurements.  Now  as  very  severe  criticisms  have  been  passed 
upon  this  case  and  the  management  thereof,  both  by  some  profes- 
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sional  brethren  and  by  members  of  the  family,  both  male  and  fe- 
male busy  bodies,  and  as  Mr.  D.  has  been  urged  to  prosecute  and 
sue  me,  and  very  many  false  statements  have  been  made  relative  to 
the  case,  we  ask  the  publication  of  these  facts.  Morever  we  ask 
full  and  free  criticism.  We  feel  quite  justifiable  under  the  existing 
circumstances  for  excluding  pregnancy  at  first,  yet  assert  that  we 
have  good  and  sufficient  authority  for  the  removal  of  the  polypus, 
though  we  were  later  convinced  that  pregnancy  did  exist.  Now 
first,  as  to  the  exclusion  of  pregnancy;  the  woman  was  never  regular, 
always  had  a  very  scanty  flow,  had  frequently  missed  several  per- 
iods in  succession,  at  one  time  seeing  no  show  for  so  long  a  time  as 
five  months.  Had  been  married  five  years  without  having  con- 
ceived. Would  be  classed  as  a  masculine  type  of  woman.  Had 
suffered  much  with  phenomena  referable  to  the  reproductive  sys- 
tem. Had  previously  been  treated  for  uterine  disease  not,  how- 
ever, within  two  years  time  or  more.  Absence  of  every  sign  of 
pregnancy  except  menstrual  cessation;  was  just  then  time  for  the 
second  menstrual  mollumen  since  show  was  seen,  Please  note  that 
at  first  a  rigid  attempt  was  made  to  ascertain  pregnancy.  Secondly, 
the  existence  of  the  polypus,  "one  of  the  effects  of  which  is  ster- 
rility,"  this  one  so  especially,  situated  as  to  perfectly  occlude  the 
cervical  canal.  It  was  so  compressed  by  the  uterus  as  to  almost 
cut  off  all  blood  supply.  Was  not  this  sufficient,  ordinarily  to  pre- 
vent the  advent  of  spermatozoa  into  the  womb,  and  is  it  not  quite 
consistent  with  reason  to  suppose  that  it  had  done  so  in  this  in- 
stance, for  times  past?  "We  ask  the  question:  Were  not  the  very 
facts  surrounding  and  existing  in  this  case  sufficient  to  justify  the 
exclusion  of  pregnancy?  And  had  we  been  convinced  that  preg- 
nancy did  exist  were  we  not  justifiable  in  the  removal  of  the  poly- 
pus? The  search  in  the  womb  for  another  polypus  was  only  justi- 
fiable upon  the  exclusion  of  pregnancy.  Resume:  The  existence 
of  the  polypus  might  and  does  produce  sterility,  and  increase  in 
the  size  of  the  womb  through  the  attendant  hyperemia  and  later, 
hyperplasia,  dysmenorrhoea,  irritation  and  the  attendant  discom- 
fort, and  in  fact  any  and  every  symptom.  The  sympathetic  diges- 
tive and  nervous  phenomena,  etc.,  unless  it  be  excepted  the  men- 
strual cessation,  and  as  by  mechanical  obstruction  it  may,  and  does, 
produce  dysmenorrhoea,  may  it  not  further,  acting  as  a  ball  valve, 
absolutely  obstruct  the  cervical  canal? 
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j^ULLINGS    FROM  J^ONTEMPORARIES, 


OXYGEX  I>  THERAPEUTICS. 

By  Charles  J.  Smith,  M.  R.  C.  S.}  F.  R.  G.  S..  &c. 

ENGLISH  medical  literature  is  singularly  deficient  in  works 
upon  the  value  of  oxygen  as  an  addition  to  our  therapeutic 
agents — and  for  this  reason,  that  from  one  cause  or  another,  but 
chiefly  from  the  difficulty  and  cost  of  production  of  the  gas  in  any 
quantity,  oxygen  has  never  been  brought  into  general  use  by  the 
profession  in  this  country,  so  that  no  large  experience  of  its  advan- 
tages has  been  gained;  while,  unfortunately,  those  persons  who 
have  written  at  all  upon  the  subject  have  done  so  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  have  exposed  it  to  the'suspicion  of  quackery.  This  is  greatly 
to  be  deplored,  because  there  can  be  no  question  that  the  gas  which 
Lavoisier  characterized  as  "the  vivifying  spirit  par  excellence"  is 
an  agent  of  the  highest  value  to  the  physician. 

Those  who  are  desirous  of  learning  what  has  been  done  with  ox- 
ygen must  look  to  the  papers  [read  before  the  various  scientific 
societies  on  the  Continent,  and^to  the  records  of  the  practice  of 
many  distinguished  continental  physicians.  Demarquay  appears 
to  have  been  a  somewhat  enthusiastic  believer  in  the  efficacy  of 
oxygen  inhalation,  and  he  has  written  strongly  upon  the  subject  in 
his  work  on  "Pneumo-therapeutics."  He  considers  this  as  one  of 
the  safest  agents  in  the  treatment  of  pulmonary  phthisis  in  every 
stage  of  the  disease,  and  that  its  curative  action  is  still  more  mani- 
fesr.  in  bronchitis,  asthma  (spasmodic  no  doubt  is  meant),  and 
whooping-cough.  Hayem,  as  well  as  Demarquay,  reports  favor- 
ably of  its  use  in  anaemia  and  scrofula.  Durand,  Fardel,  Beranger, 
Feraud,  and  Thierry,  Mieg  have  utilized  its  combustible  action  in 
the  treatment  of  diabetes,  in  which  disease  its  use  is  highly  ex- 
tolled by  Dr.  E.  Morin,  who,  in  his  prize  essay,  read  before  the 
Society  of  Medicine  in  Antwerp,  states  :  "In  inhaling  from  ten  to 
twenty  litres  of  oxygen  every  morning  the  sufferer  from  diabetes 
will  add  to  his  treatment  an  incontestably  useful  agent,  especially 
if  his  lungs  have  any  tendency  to  become  congested."  Dr.  Cam- 
pardon  read  a  paper  before  the  Society  of  Practical  Medicine  in 
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Paris.  Mayer,  Maunoir,  Pinard,  and  Dorean  have  published  among 
them  the  details  of  eight  cases,  of  which  the  last  three  were  cases 
of  incessant  vomiting.  Quinquod  and  Kirnberger  have  also  con- 
tributed to  the  records  of  success  which  has  attended  the  adminis- 
tration of  oxygen.  The  most  recent,  and  perhaps  the  most  inter- 
esting, use  made  of  this  agent  was  during  the  late  terrible  epidemic 
of  cholera  at  Toulon  and  Marseilles,  when  highly  favorable  results 
were  obtained,  and  are  duly  recorded  in  the  official  reports  of  the 
Chief  Medical  Officer  of  the  Marine.  There  is  every  reason  to 
believe  that  the  surgeon,  too,  may  find  a  faithful  aid  in  oxygen. 
Langier  appears  to  have  met  with  considerable  success  in  the  treat- 
ment of  senile  gangrene  and  ''local  asphyxia  congestion"  by  oxy- 
genated baths.  There  are  many  others  who  have  published  the 
results  of  their  experience  with  oxygen;  but  those  already  quoted 
will  be  sufficient  to  show  how  well  worth  attention  it  is  as  a  thera- 
peutic agent. 

The  two  great  difficulties  which  have  opposed  the  use  of  oxygen 
on  the  very  threshold,  have  been  the  cost  of  its  production  and  its 
impurity  when  produced.  These  difficuties,  however,  have  been 
successfully  overcome  by  MM.  Brin,  members  of  the  Societete 
d'Hygiene  Francais,  who  have  succeeded  (after  the  devotion  of 
fifteen  years  of  their  lives  to  the  subject)  in  perfecting  a  process 
by  which  oxygen  is  obtained  in  an  absolutely  pure  state  from  at- 
mospheric air,  and  this  at  a  cost  which  places  it  as  much  within 
reach  as  the  ordinary  medicinal  agents  in  daily  use.  This  process 
of  obtaining  oxygen  is  really  a  most  simple  one.  Although  Bous- 
singault  stated  in  a  report  made  to  the  French  Academy  of  Science 
thirty  years  ago  that  oxide  of  barium  was  an  unstable  agent  for  the 
purpose,  yet  it  is  this  selfsame  agent  that  MM.  Brin  have  succeeded 
in  making  their  servant.  Their  anhydrous  oxide  of  barium,  placed 
in  retorts  heated  to  a  given  temperature,  and  served  with  a  supply 
of  purified  atmospheric  air,  will  give  off  every  two  hours  oxygen  at 
the  rate  of  one  cubic  foot  per  pound  of  barium  oxide.  Perhaps  the" 
most  interesting  point  in  connection  with  this  process  is  that  it  is 
absolutely  a  mechanical  one.  There  is  no  loss  or  waste  of  the 
agent  employed — namely,  the  anhydrous  oxide  of  barium.  There 
is  no  visible  difference  under  the  microscope  between  the  low  and 
the  peroxide,  and  no  chemical  change  takes  place.  The  oxygen 
is  absorbed  from  the  purified  air  passed  through  the  retorts  under 
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pressure;  it  is  given  off  again  under  vacuum;  and  the  proof  that  in 
carrying  out  this  method  MM.  Brin  call  to  their  aid  no  complex 
chemical  decomposition  is,  that  the  same  pound  of  barium,  in- 
creased in  weight  when  it  takes  up  the  oxygen,  returns  to  its  exact 
original  weight  when,  under  vacuum,  the  oxygen  is  yielded  up. 
Moreover  this  same  pound  of  barium  is  at  once  ready  to  perform, 
and  repeat  ad  infinitum,  its  task  of  absorbing  and  yielding  up  this 
perfectly  pure  oxygen. — Lancet. 

From  the  tenor  of  Dr.  Smith's  paper  it  might  be  inferred  that 
nothing  had  been  done,  on  this  side  the  Atlantic,  toward  the  inves- 
tigation of  oxygen  therapeutics;  whereas,  the  fact  is  that  Euro- 
peans might  learn  something  from  American  experience  in  con- 
nection with  this  agent. 

The  quackery  associated  with  the  subject,  and  in  this  line  Ameri- 
ca deserves  the  palm — has  nothing  to  do  with  its  legitimate  study. 
As  long  ago  as  1869  a  suggestive  paper  appeared  in  the  Chicago 
Medical  Journal,  and  in  1870,  Dr.  Andrew  H.  Smith  of  New  York 
read  a  prize  essay  before  the  Alumni  Association  of  the  College  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons,  which  gave  a  very  fair  resume  of  the  his- 
tory and  uses  of  oxygen  gas. 

During  the  past  five  years  numerous  papers  on  the  subject  have 
appeared  in  the  medical  press  of  this  country,  those  of  Dr.  Samuel 
S.  Wallton  of  New  York,  being  most  complete  and  voluminous. 

According  to  the  latter  a  considerable  success  has  followed  the 
judicious  use  of  oxygen  and  allied  gases  in  the  indigestions  and  in 
many  forms  of  bronchial  and  pulmonary  affections;  while  con- 
trary to  the  assertions  of  the  English  authority  above  quoted,  no 
very  complex  apparatus  is  required,  nor  is  it  at  all  difficult  to  pre- 
pare a  perfectly  reliable  quality  of  gas  for  medicinal  use. 

We  hope  practitioners  on  this  side  will  continue  their  experi- 
mentation, and  add  to  the  rather  meager  data  thus  far  available. 


MEDICAL  HISTORY  AND  BIOGRAPHY. 

The  attempts  to  secure  a  complete  and  satisfactory  history  of  the 
physicians  of  the  United  States  have  been  noted  with  satisfaction 
and  should  receive  substantial  recognition  by  every  member  of  the 
profession. 
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While  there  are  one  or  two  valuable  histories  of  this  character, 
yet  on  account  of  the  many  difficulties  which  surround  the  making 
up  of  a  general  work  on  the  subject,  it  has  been  impossible  to  ren- 
der them  as  complete  as  they  should  be.  To  thoioughly  cover  the 
ground  therefore,  the  publication  of  special  works  which  treat  of 
but  a  limited  amount  of  territory  seems  to  be  demanded. 

The  medical  history  of  single  States  therefore,  will  be  found  of 
particular  interest  to  the  general  reader  as  well  as  to  physicians, 
and  invariably  supplies  an  urgent  want,  as  there  is,  as  a  rule,  very 
little  to  be  found  concerning  the  pioneers  and  older  members  of 
the  profession.  There  are  one  or  two  such  treatises,  we  believe, 
already  published.  A  medical  history  of  Connecticut  is  already 
in  press,  and  a  similar  work  on  New  Hampshire  is  in  preparation 
by  Dr.  Watson,  the  efficient  Secretary  of  the  State  Board  of  Health, 
which  will,  no  doubt,  be  read  with  interest  and  satisfaction  by  a 
large  circle  of  professional  and  other  readers. 

There  is  no  reason  why  every  State  which  has  any  early  history 
whatever,  should  not  contribute  its  share  toward  an  exhaustive  his- 
tory of  the  medical  men  of  this  country.  There  is  certainly  no 
class  of  men  whose  early  struggles,  hardships  and  devotion  to  the 
cause  of  science  entitles  them  to  a  more  lofty  and  enduring  monu- 
ment than  the  physicians  of  America,  and  every  contribution  to 
the  history  of  such  as  these,  should  be  and  will  be  received  with 
due  appreciation. — N.  E.  Medical  Journal. 

•The  above  from  an  able  contemporary  is  reproduced  with  pleas- 
ure. In  this  connection  we  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  Texas 
physicians  to  the  fact  that  the  subscription  list  for  biography  of 
contemporary  physicians  of  Texas  is  still  open,  and  Mr.  S.  H.  Dix- 
on, who  has  the  contract  for  finishing  the  canvass  and  for  publish- 
ing the  work,  informs  us  that  he  will  speedily  push  it  to  completion. 
A  few  more  portraits  only  will  be  taken,  and  arrangements  have 
been  made  to  produce  them  at  a  lower  figure  than  was  at  first  an- 
nounced.   Address  S.  H.  Dixon  &  Co.,  Austin,  Texas. 


THERAPEUTIC  PROPERTIES  OF  ANTIPYROE. 


Dr.  Jno.  Blake  pointed  out  {N.  Y.  Medical  Record)  in  September 
1886,  that  antipyrine  possesses  a  remarkable  power  in  controlling 
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headache  from  whatever  cause  arising — whether  from  indigestion, 
loss  of  sleep,  menstrual  disturbance,  or  mental  fatigue;  and  that  it 
is  also  efficacious  in  uroemic  headache  and  recurrent  attacks  of 
cranial  neuralgia;  it  also  acted  as  a  prophylactic  in  sick  headache. 
The  N.  Y.  Medical  Record  says  these  observations  received  inde- 
pendent confirmation  nearly  at  the  same  time  by  Ungar  in  Ger- 
many. Ungar  (Nov.  '86)  obtained  excellent  results  in  hemicrania. 
It  has  been  used  in  Germany  successfully  as  a  dressing  to  indolent 
ulcers;  the  surface  of  the  ulcer  is  covered  with  the  dressing  powder 
and  a  layer  of  salicylated  cotton.  This  was  replaced  with  iodoform 
after  granulation  had  become  established.  Dr.  Casati  (Medical 
Record)  found  antipyrine  a  valuable  haemostatic;  and  Lavarand 
succeeded  in  arresting  a  nose-bleed  by  means  of  a  three  per  cent 
solution  on  lint  introduced  far  up  into  the  nasal  cavity,  where 
everything  else  failed,  even  to  plugging.  It  is  said  to  be  prompt 
and  certain  in  its  action,  and  even  superior  to  perchloride  of  iron. 
In  the  Manual  of  Medicine  and  Surgery  a  comparison  is  made  be- 
tween antipyrine,  salicylic  acid,  and  quinine  as  antipyritics,  and  it 
is  claimed  that  there  is  less  danger  from  cardiac  depression  fol- 
lowing antipyrine  than  from  either  of  the  others.  It  is  quite  unfortu- 
nate that  this  valuable  remedy  should  be  a  "patent"  medicine,  for  it 
promises  to  become  a  "standby"  in  many  diseases.  Its  use  in 
France  is  prohibited  by  "patent"  laws. 


ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  THE  COMING  MEETING  T.  S.  M.  A.,  APRIL  26. 

The  general  committee  of  arrangements  consisting  of  the  entire 
local  profession  who  are  members  of  the  Travis  County  Medical 
Society,  have  appointed  all  the  necessary  sub-committees,  and 
active  preparations  are  being  made  to  insure  a  pleasant  and  suc- 
cessful meeting.  The  programme  has  not  been  perfected,  but  we 
are  authorized  to  announce  that  the  entertainment  will  consist  the 
first  night,  of  a  grand  reception  of  members  and  their  ladies,  at  the 
Driskill  Hotel,  with  music.    The  ladies  of  Austin  will  be  invited  to 
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assist  in  receiving  our  guests — (no  refreshments).  (The  proprietors 
of  the  Hotel  also  very  generously  place  at  the  disposal  of  the  As- 
sociation its  grand  parlors  for  committee  meetings,  etc.)  Second 
evening,  a  reception  at  the  University,  where  it  is  proposed  to  en- 
tertain visitors  by  electrical  or  chemical  experiments  and  demon- 
strations; and  a  reception  also  at  the  Blind  Institute.  Third  even- 
ing, reception  at  the  Governor's.  Fourth  evening,  President's  ad- 
dress; after  which  a  grand  banquet  to  members,  will  close  the  ses- 
sions. Addresses  of  welcome  will,  of  course,  be  delivered  at  the 
hall  on  opening,  by  representatives  of  the  profession  and  of  the 
laity,  and  by  the  Mayor.  It  will  not  be  possible  to  announce  the 
programme  of  exercises  till  chairmen  and  secretaries  of  Sections 
have  been  heard  from.  In  our  April  number  will  be  published  the 
programme  complete  in  every  detail.  Programmes  will  also  be 
struck  off  for  use  of  members. 

The  committee  on  transportation  have  secured  two-third  rates: 
i.  e.,  members  pay  two  cents  per  mile  each  way.  This  is  a  reduc- 
tion of  33^  per  cent.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  for  several  years 
past  the  Roads  have  refused  the  medical  delegates  any  discount, 
this  is  very  handsome,  and  will  be  appreciated.  The  committee 
hope  yet  to  obtain  further  reduction  on  some  of  the  roads.  The 
committee  on  hotels,  &c,  report  a  liberal  discount,  as  follows: 
Driskill  Hotel,  whose  rates  are  four  dollars,  three  dollars  a  day  to 
delegates  and  their  families;  the  Avenue,  Brunswick,  Orr,  Carroll- 
ton,  Austin,  Raymond  and  Granbury  Hotels  each  $1.50  a  day.  A 
large  number  of  first  class  boarding  houses  will  take  medical  dele- 
gates and  their  families  at  one  dollar  a  day.  A  delegation  from  the 
Committee  of  Reception  will  meet  guests  on  arrival  of  each  train, 
and  will  furnish  them  with  cards  containing  the  name  and  location 
of  each  hotel  and  boarding  house,  together  with  rates  to  delegates 
and  families.  The  Committee  on  Halls  has  not  yet  reported,  but 
it  is  expected  that  the  capitol  building  will  be  secured,  and  the 
hall  of  representatives  used  for  general  sessions,  and  the  Senate 
and  lobbies  for  exhibits,  etc.,  while  numerous  rooms  will  be  provi- 
ded for  sections. 

The  following  are  the  committees  appointed  : 

Entertainment,  Dr.  J.  W.  McLaughlin,  Chairman. 

Reception,  Dr.  F.  E.  Daniel,  Chairman. 


I 


374 


DANIEL'S  TEXAS  MEDICAL  JOURNAL. 


Transportation,  Dr.  T.  D.  Wooten,  Chairman. 
Programme,  Dr.  R.  M.  Swearingen,  Chairman. 
Finance,  Dr.  J.  J.  Tobin,  Chairman. 
Music  and  Halls,  Dr.  Frank  Rainey,  Chairman. 
Hotel  Rates,  &c,  Dr.  Q.  C.  Smith,  Chairman. 
Each  Chairman  has  selected  his  own  associates. 
For  information,  members   and   physicians  who  contemplate 
taking  the  journey,  can  address  any  of  the  members  of  the  general 
committee. 

Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal  will  issue  a  daily  edition 
gratuitously. 


AMERICAN  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

The  Thirty-eighth  Annual  Session  will  be  held  in  Chicago,  111.,  on 
Tuesday,  Wednesday,  Thursday  and  Friday,  June  7,  8,  9  and  10, 
commencing  on  Tuesday,  at  n  A.  M. 

"The  delegates  shall  receive  their  appointment  from  permanently 
organized  State  Medical  Societies,  and  such  County  and  District 
Medical  Societies  as  are  recognized  by  representation  i?i  their  respec- 
tive State  Societies,  and  from  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Army 
and  Navy,  and  the  Marine  Hospital  Service  of  the  United  States. 

Each  State,  County  and  District  Medical  Society  entitled  to  rep- 
resentation shall  have  the  privilege  of  sending  to  the  Association 
one  delegate  for  every  ten  of  its  regular  resident  members,  and  one 
for  every  additional  fraction  of  more  than  half  that  number;  pro- 
vided, however,  that  the  number  of  delegates  for  any  particular 
State,  territory,  county,  city  or  town  shall  not  exceed  the  ratio  of 
one  in  ten  of  the  resident  physicians  who  may  have  signed  the 
Code  of  Ethics  of  the  Association." 

Secretaries  of  Medical  Societies,  as  above  designated,  are  earn- 
estly requested  to  forward,  at  once,  lists  of  their  delegates. 

A  member  desiring  to  read  a  paper  before  a  Section  should  for- 
ward the  paper,  or  its  title  and  length,  (not  to  exceed  twenty  min- 
utes in  reading),  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Arrange- 
ments at  least  one  month  before  the  meeting. — By-Laws. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  CENSORS  OF  THE  JOHNSON  COUNTY 
MEDICAL  SOCIETY,  IN  THEIR  CAPACITY  OF  COM- 
MITTEE OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH. 


For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 

During  the  summer  of  1884  the  Board  of  Censors  presented  a  re- 
port of  their  labors  to  the  Medical  Society,  and  embodied  in  it  a 
memorial  to  the  city  council,  pleading  for  ordinances  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  books  of  registration  for  the  births  and  deaths  with- 
in the  city  limits,  and  were  gratified  to  find  their  prayers  suc- 
cessful. 

The  ordinances  took  effect  in  October,  1884  and  the  following 
statistics  exhibit  the  vital  and  mortuary  tables  up  to  December  31, 
1886,  a  period  of  27  months  therein  included. 

The  population  of  the  city,  the  census  of  which  was  also  taken 
by  the  Board  of  Censors,  amounted  to  above  5,000  inhabitants,  and 
the  births  as  recorded  are  as  follows,  namely: 


Total  births  ,  174 

White  165 

Colored   9 

Males   85 

Females  ,   89 

Ward  No.  1   52 

Ward  No.  2   70 

Ward  No.  3     49 


Total  

The  discrepancy  is  owing  to  failure  to  report  the  wards. 
The  register  of  deaths  is  as  follows,  viz: 


Total  deaths   125 

White  120 

Colored   5 

Males   56 

Females   60 

Sex  not  reported   9 

Ward  No.  1   40 

Ward  No.  2   46 

Ward  No.  3   39 


Total 
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The  following  table  includes  the  causes  of  death,  viz: 

Paralysis  of  the  Heart   2 

Inanition   8 

Malformed   2 

Pneumonia   8 

(Edema  Glottidis   1 

Congestion  of  the  Brain   3 

Still  born   7 

Peritonitis   2 

Meningitis   1 

Catarrhal  Fever   2 

Pulmonary  Consumption   5 

Typhoid  Fever   9 

Effects  of  Wound   1 

Visceral  Congestion   1 

Gastritis   1 

Paralysis    3 

Abdominal  Tumor   1 

Phrenitis   2 

Uremia    1 

Congestion  of  the  Lungs   4 

Nephritis   2 

Rheumatism   2 

Dysentery   4 

Debility   3 

Opium  Poisioning   1 

Congestion  ,   2 

Puerperal  Hemorrhage   1 

Pelvic  Abscess   2 

Effusion  on  the  Brain   1 

Congestion  of  the  Bowels   2 

Heart  Disease   2 

Malarial  Fever   1 

Erysipelas   1 

Tubercular  Meningitis   2 

Diarrhea   2 

Cancrum  Oris    3 

Premature  Birth     1 

Capillary  Bronchitis    1 

Rotheln   4 

Ovarian  Dropsy   1 

Acute  Yellow  Atrophy  of  the  Liver     2 

Cholera  Infantum   1 

Whooping  Cough   1 

Cyanosis   2 

Ulceration  of  the  Stomach    1 

Hemorrhage  of  the  Bowels   r 
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Septicemia  

Congestion  of  the  Stomach 
Cause  not  reported  


1 


1 


Total  

Percentage  per  1,000 


Which  is  a  very  fair  showing  of  the  health  of  the  city. 

During  the  past  winter  season  the  Board  of  Censors,  emboldened 
by  their  former  success,  again  memorialized  the  city  council  for  an 
ordinance  for  the  registration  of  pestilential  or  infective  diseases, 
and  power  of  quarantine,  and  succeeded  beyond  their  most  sangu- 
ine expectations. 

The  city  is  now  prepared  to  limit  and  stamp  out  any  contagious 
diseases  which  may  infest  her  borders. 

The  Board  of  Censors  did  not  stop  here,  but  are  at  this  moment 
memorializing  the  County  Commissioners  to  order  the  same  system 
of  registration  under  the  supervision  of  a  Board  of  Health  for  the 
county,  the  Board  of  Health  to  consist  of  the  Board  of  Censors. 

If  the  Board  is  successful  in  this  effort,  it  is  believed  that  John- 
son county  will  lead  all  other  counties  in  the  State  in  this  desirable 
sanitary  reform.  F.  C.  Osborn,  M.  D. 


PROCEEDINGS  YANZANDT  COUNTY  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 


The  physicians  of  Van  Zandt  county,  Texas,  organized  the  Van 
Zandt  County  Medical  Society,  April  19,  1886.  Dr.  W.  W.  Reeves, 
of  Wills  Point,  was  elected  President;  Dr.  J.  I.  D.  Gray,  Vice  Presi- 
dent; Dr.  W.  B.  Watkins,  Treasurer,  and  Dr.  J.  F.  M.  McCarty, 
Secretary. 

We  are  indebted  to  Dr.  McCarty,  the  well  chosen  Secretary,  for 
full  reports  of  all  meetings  of  the  Society  to  date;  from  them  we  ex- 
tract the  following  interesting  points,  regretting  that  we  have  not 
space  to  publish  the  reports  in  full. 

The  Society  was  admitted  to  affilliation  with  the  State  Associa- 
tion at  Dallas  last  April.  Drs.  Wakefield,  Gray  and  Williams  be- 
ing the  delegates  chosen,  with  Drs.  Reeves,  Sisson  and  McCarty 
alternates.    All  the  delegates  were  in  attendance.    The  members 
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take  an  active  interest  in  the  meetings,  and  some  valuable  papers 
have  been  read  and  discussed,  amongst  them,  one  by  Dr.  Reeves, 
the  President,  giving  the  history  of  a  case  of  ovariotomy  in  his 
practice,  which  paper  was  ordered  published, 

Dr.  Wakefield  reported  a  case  of  prolapse  of  the  cord  at  seventh 
month,  with  no  history  of  rupture  of  the  membranes.  When  the 
patient  was  placed  in  the  recumbent  position  the  cord  would  receed 
into  the  uterus,  to  fall  again  on  resuming  the  erect  posture.  No 
satisfactory  examination  could  be  made 

Dr.  Johnson  reported  a  case  of  alarming  uterine  hemorrhage  at 
four  months  of  gestation,  due  to  a  fibroid  polypus  two  inches  long, 
attached  to  inner  surface  of  cervix.  It  was  removed,  and  the  patient 
went  to  full  term.  Dr.  Johnson  also  reported  a  case  where  the 
cord  having  wound  around  the  foetus  in  such  a  way  as  to  interfere 
with  delivery,  was  tied  and  cut  in  situ,  and  the  child  was  safely  de- 
livered. 

The  Van  Zandt  Medical  Society  made  strenuous  endeavors  to 
have  the  law  enforced  against  certain  irregulars  in  the  county,  but 
the  district  attorney  informed  the  committee  that  owing  to  defects 
in  the  law  it  is  inoperative.  Drs.  Gray,  Sisson  and  McCarty  were 
appointed  a  committee  to  confer  with  the  representatives  from  that 
district  with  a  view  to  having  the  law  so  amended  as  to  reach 
offenders.  [We  believe  no  effort  has  been  made  at  this  session  of 
the  Legislature  to  change  or  amend  the  law;  it  is  a  dead  letter]. 

It  is  intensely  gratifying  to  this  Journal  to  see  so  much  interest 
manifested  in  the  necessity  of  thorough  organization  of  the  pro- 
fession. Many  counties  are  now  organized  and  in  good  working 
order,  and  hence  the  State  Association  is  being  rapidly  built  up. 
This  is  a  kind  of  hobby  with  us,  and  to  stimulate  organization  of 
local  societies  has  been  the  chief  mission  of  the  Journal — to  which 
it  has  ever  lent  its  best  endeavors.  If  all  the  counties  would  do  as 
Van  Zandt  and  others  have  (*one,  we  would  soon  be  able  to  in- 
fluence legislation.  It  can  only  be  done  by  united  effort  of  the 
profession. 

Personal. — Dr.  M.  M.  Myers,  late  of  Lyons,  has  removed  to 
Waco,  to  practice.  The  people  of  that  wide-awake  city  have 
cause  to  be  proud  of  the  array  of  medical  talent  already  centered 
there,  and  will  find  Dr.  Myers  a  valuable  acquisition.  We  bespeak 
for  him  a  cordial  welcome  and  wish  him  much  success. 
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THE  NEW  STATE  HEALTH  OFFICER  OF  TEXAS. 


(SUBJECT  OF  ILLUSTRATION.) 

Dr.  Robert  Rutherford,  the  newly  appointed  State  Health  Officer 
for  Texas,  is  a  son  of  Col.  Vivian  Rutherford,  of  Georgia,  and  was 
born  in  Columbus,  in  that  State.  He  received  an  "  old  field  school" 
education,  and  afterwards  a  collegiate  course  at  the  University  of 
Georgia.  His  professional  studies  were  pursued  at  Nashville,  and 
at  the  University  of  New  York.  On  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  he 
entered  as  a  soldier  in  the  Second  Georgia  Regiment,  Nelson's 
Rangers,  and  was  taken  prisoner,  and  carried  to  Fort  Delaware, 
Alton,  111.,  where  he  was  confined  twelve  months.  The  war  over, 
he  started  to  Mexico,  but  stopped  in  Wharton  county,  Texas,  (1886) 
where  he  settled  and  engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine.  Thence 
he  removed  to  Brazos,  and  in  187 1  removed  to  Houston,  where  he 
has  resided  continuously  up  to  date.  Dr.  Rutherford  was  married 
in  1867  to  Amanda  Cardwell,  sister  of  Col.  John  Cardwell,  late  of 
of  Austin,  but  at  present  Diplomatic  Agent  and  Consul  General  of 
the  United  States  at  Cairo,  Egypt.  His  wife  is  a  native  of  Lexing- 
ton, Ga. 

Dr.  Rutherford  has  held  the  appointment  of  Health  Officer  for 
Houston  and  Harris  county  ten  consecutive  years,  and  to  date. 

In  1878,  when  yellow  fever  mide  its  appearance  at  New  Orleans, 
Dr.  Rutherford,  who  was  then  Health  Officer  at  Houston,  received 
a  letter  from  Dr.  Ross,  of  Brenham,  (who  is  said  to  have  conceived 
the  idea  of  centralizing  the  power  of  quarantine  under  one  head), 
requesting  him  to  call  a  meeting  of  all  the  health  authorities  of  the 
various  municipalities  of  the  State  for  consultation.  The  call  was 
responded  to  by  a  large  number  of  acting  health  officers.  After  dis- 
cussion, a  centralized  power  was  concluded  to  be  the  best  plan, 
and  Dr.  R.  was  chosen  unanimously  to  represent  the  views  of  the 
convention,  and  to  carry  out  its  idea.  He  was  invested  with  au- 
thority to  act  for  all.  He  accepted  the  trust,  without  fear  or 
favor,  and  with  no  thought  of  remuneration,  but  with  a  certainty  of 
much  loss  to  his  private  practice  ;  and  his  administration  demon- 
strated the  correctness  of  his  v^ews,  that  to  be  efficient,  quarantine 
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should  be  operated  by  one  man,  with  plenary  power,  and  the  cour- 
age to  act.  Texas  was  spared  an  invasion  of  the  pestilence  that 
year.  This  convention  and  its  fruits,  it  is  said,  lead  directly  to  the 
passage  of  the  present  law,  whereby  the  office  of  State  Health  Offi- 
cer was  created,  and  the  unique  system  of  quarantine  now  in  opera- 
tion. In  1879,  after  the  passage  of  the  act,  Governor  Roberts  ap- 
pointed Dr.  Rutherford  State  Health  Officer — the  first  appointee 
under  the  law.  He  served  one  term  under  Governor  Roberts,  and 
on  the  advent  of  the  present  administration,  Gov.  Ross  again  ap- 
pointed him, — and  the  Senate  confirmed  the  appointment  on  the 
21st  of  February,  1887. 


JNIecf^ological, 

OBITUARY. 

James  H.  Haley,  M.  D.,  died,  very  suddenly,  at  his  residence 
in  Moffett,  Bell  county,  Texas,  about  6  o'clock  Sunday  morning, 
the  20th  February,  1887,  doubtless  of  some  heart  and  lung  trouble 

Dr.  Haley  was  born  in  Carroll  county,  Miss.,  Nov.  5th,  183 1. 
His  father  moved  to  Madison  county  when  the  son  was  quite  a 
youth.  Here  he  remained  until  he  entered  college.  Dr.  Haley 
graduated  in  medicine  from  Jefferson  Medical  College,  Pa.,  the  12th 
March,  1856.  After  receiving  his  diploma  from  this  world-re- 
nowned institution,  he  returned  to  Jackson,  Miss.,  where  he  entered 
the  Lunatic  Asylum,  as  one  of  the  attending  physicians,  and  re- 
mained in  this  charity  for  two  years.  While  a  resident  of  Jackson, 
he  was  united  in  marriage,  to  Miss  Cora  Alford,  who,  with  eight 
children,  survives  him. 

Dr.  Haley  was  a  Surgeon  in  the  P.  A.  C.  S.,  and  was  at  the  never- 
to-be-forgotten  seige  of  Vicksburg. 

Since  the  close  of  the  war,  he  has  been  regularly  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  his  chosen  profession.  He  moved  to  Texas,  in  January, 
1870,  residing  in  Washington  county  about  four  years.  In  the  au- 
tumn of  1873,  ne  moved  to  Moffett,  Texas,  where  he  lived  to  the 
hour  of  his  death. 
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Dr.  Haley  was  one  of  the  original  members  of  the  Bell  County 
Medical  Association,  and  was  twice  its  presiding  officer,  having  re- 
ceived a  unanimous  endorsement  on  both  occasions  of  his  election. 
He  was  always  in  attendance  when  possible,  riding  a  distance  of 
thirteen  miles,  and  frequently  in  inclement  weather,  that  he  might 
aid  and  assist  in  maintaining  and  building  up  the  Society,  of  which 
he  was  always  proud. 

Dr.  Haley  was  a  consistent  member  of,  and  a  shining  light  in, 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  he  had  been  a  worthy 
communicant  for  over  thirty  years. 

It  is  a  sad  and  painful  task  to  chronicle  the  death  of  such  a  man 
as  Dr,  James  H.  Haley.  Truly  his  death  has  overshadowed  the 
entire  community  in  which  he  lived,  with  gloom  and  sorrow.  He 
will  be  missed  in  the  Church,  the  State,  in  the  profession,  in  the 
Medical  Society.  He  will  be  missed  as  a  neighbor,  as  a  friend,  as 
a  citizen.  He  will  be  missed  among  the  sick  and  the  distressed  of 
the  section  where  he  so  long  and  so  successfully  practised  his  vo- 
cation. But,  above  all,  how  sadly  missed  around  the  family  altar ! 
None  can  tell,  not  even  a  broken-hearted  and  disconsolate  bosom 
companion. 

The  writer  saw  him  on  Thursday  before  his  death  on  Sunday, 
and  though  he  was  deeply  impressed  with  his  physical  appearance 
and  failure,  had  no  thought  of  death  coming  so  soon  to  his  relief. 

The  day  before  his  death,  he  visted  a  patient  in  the  country,  re- 
turning home  late  in  the  evening  through  a  very  chilly  and  damp 
atmosphere.  About  two  weeks  prior  to  this  time,  he  came  very 
near  his  death,  by  a  sudden  and  severe  attack  of  asthma,  attended, 
as  he  informed  me,  by  more  congestion  of  the  lungs  than  is  com- 
mon, perhaps,  in  this  disease.  On  Saturday  night,  after  a  light 
supper,  he  read  to  his  family  and  retired  to  bed  about  9  o'clock,  in 
better  spirits  than  he  had  been,  since  the  severe  attack,  before 
alluded  to.  On  Sunday  morning  he  awoke  his  little  son  to  kindle 
a  fire.  A  few  minutes  after  this,  his  daughter  heard  a  strange  noise 
and  singular  struggle,  and  on  rushing  into  his  room  found  her  father 
in  the  last  agonies  of  death.  His  immortal  spirit  was  just  leaving 
"this  tenement  of  clay,"  and  returning  "to  God  who  gave  it."  On 
Monday,  his  mortal  remains  were  conveyed  to  their  last  resting 
place,  by  the  hands  of  friendship  and  love,  followed  by  one  of  the 
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largest  funeral  processions  ever  formed  in  Bell  county.  He  was 
buried  by  the  Knights  of  Honor,  of  which  organization  he  was  a 
member  in  good  standing. 

Dr.  Haley  was  no  ordinary  man.  In  all  the  virtues  that  go  to 
make  up  and  adorn  the  true  man  and  gentleman,  Dr.  Haley  was 
without  a  superior.  He  possessed,  in  an  eminent  degree,  all  the 
characteristics  of  a  faithful  follower  of  the  Good  Samaritan. 

The  writer  of  this  brief  and  imperfect  notice,  knew  the  deceased 
well,  having  first  formed  his  acquaintance  during  the  session  of 
1855  and  '56,  at  Jefferson  Medical  College.  In  the  bloom  of  youth 
they  sat  together  on  the  same  benches,  for  one  long,  though  pleas- 
ant, session. 

Dr.  Haley  had  as  few  faults  as  any  man  within  his  knowledge. 
He  was  absolutely  above  a  low,  mean,  contemptible  act.  His 
thoughts  and  aspirations  ran  in  higher  and  purer  channels.  He 
was  fair,  honest,  open,  frank,  kind,  generous,  courteous,  obliging;  in 
short,  the  very  embodiment  of  truth  and  honor. 

All  who  knew  him  loved  him,  and  will  ever  revere  his  sacred 
memory. 

"His  life  was  gentle,  and  the  elements  so  mixed  in  him,  that  na- 
ture might  stand  up  and  say  to  all  the  world,  this  was  a  man." 

H.  C.  G. 


We  are  pained  to  hear  of  the  death  of  Dr.  J.  A.  Gray's  brother, 
Rev.  J.  Davis  Gray,  who  died  at  Hawthorne,  Florida,  on  21st  Feb- 
ruary, ult. 


During  the  session  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association,  this 
Journal  will  issue  a  daily  edition,  for  gratuituous  distribution  to 
members.  The  April  number  will  contain  a  handsome  cut  of  the 
late  Dr.  Burt. 


AD  VER  TISEMENTS. 


PHILLIPS'  PALATABLE  COD-LIVER  OIL 

By  reason  of  its  high  standard  of  excellence,  reliability,  and  uniformity,  which  has 
been  maintained  since  its  introduction,  enjoys  the  confidence  of  many  physicians.  It 
exhibits  the  most  minute  division  of  the  oil-globules  yet  attained  in  an  emulsion, 
and  by  reason  of  its  perfect  miseibility  in  milk,  water,  or  other  fluid,  it  is 

easy  of  administration  or  assimilation 
As  it  presents  many  features  of  superiority,  physicians  still  unacquainted  with  it 

are  respectfully  urged  to  examine  it.   

ATTENTION  IS  ALSO  ASKED  TO 

PHILLIPS'  DIGESTIBLE  COCOA. 

It  furnishes  a  reliable  article  of  diet  for  the  sick  room,  and  a  suitable  substitute  for 
Tea  or  Coffee  for  every  day  use.  The  fat  of  the  Cocoa  (usually  the  disturbing  ele- 
ment) is  herein  digested  by  means  of  Pancreatine,  and  there  is  none  of  the  feeling  of 
heaviness,  depression  and  headache  (so  common  after  drinking  the  ordinary  Cocoas 
or  Chocolates),  following  the  use  of  this  preparation.  It  makes  a  delicious  bever- 
age, and  is  nourishing  to  a  high  degree.  It  is  often  digested  when  milk  or  oth- 
er nutrients  cause  distress,  and  therefore  becomes  a  superior  food  in  irritable  condi- 
tions of  the  stomach. 

IPIEHIIILillLiTIPS7 

FHOSFHO-MURIATE  OP  QUININE 

(COMPOUND). 

A  Reliable  General  Tonic  and  Antiperiodic.  vv'e  are  now  introducing  this  elegant 
combination  of  our  Wheat  Phosphates,  with  Quinine,  Iron,  and  Strychnia,  and  ask 
an  examination  of  it  by  the  Medical  Profession.  It  will  be  found  efficacious  in  a 
large  class  of  Pathological  conditions    Circulars  and  samples  supplied. 

Our  preparations  are  to  be  had  of  druggists  generally. 

MILK  OF  MAGNESIA  —An  Antacid. 

WHEAT-PHOSPHATES  (Acid).— A  Nutrient  Tonic. 

The  Chas.  H .  Phil' ips  Chemicl  Co.  30  Plait  St.,  New  York. 


Over-Dosed  Physicians 


From  all  quarters  physicians  express  their  disgust  at  the  over- 
dose of  Baby  Food  advertising  they  have  had  the  past  year. 

Doctor  :  Will  you  please  note,  that  for  three  years  there  has 
NEVER  been  an  advertisement  of  Nestle's  food  in  a  daily  paper 
in  the  United  States.  In  NO  Medical  journal  has  there  appeared 
a  hired  analysis  statement,  deprecating,  by  assertion  or  insinuation 
any  other  food,  By  its  OWN  INHERENT  MERIT  Nestle's  Milk 
food  has  commended  itself  to  the  confidence  of  the  Medical  pro- 
fession, so  that  to-day  it  is  regarded  by  the  profession  as  the  best 
substitute  for  mother's  milk. 

It  does  not  agree  with  EVERY  child,  but  it  DOES  agree  with  a 
larger  per  centage  of  infants  than  any  other  infant's  food. 

Should  this  notice  meet  the  eye  of  any  Doctor  who  has  not  used 
Nestle's  Milk  Food,  a  sample  and  pamphlet  by  Prof.  Lebert  will  be 
sent  on  application  to 


THOMAS  LEEMING  &  CO.,  New  York. 


AD  VER  TISEMENTS. 


Horsforfl's  3  Sift 

(LIQUID.) 

Prepared  According  to  the  Directions  of  Prof.  E.  N.  Horsford,  of  Cambridge,  Mass. 
 o — o  

FORJILX.4-— Its  analysis  shows  that  each  fluid 
drachm  contains  5  1-2  grains  free  PHOSPHORIC 
ACID,  (P2O5)  and  nearly  4  grains  Phosphate  of 
Lime,  Magnesia,  Iron  and  Potash. 

Among  the  numerons  forms  of  Phosphorus  in  combination,  Horsford' s  Acid 
Phosphate  seems  best  adapted  as  a  medicinal  remedy,  and  it  has  been  in  use  by 
the  medical  fraternity  of  the  United  States,  and  elsewhere  for  several  years,  with 
the  most  satisfactory  results,  in 

Dyspepsia,  Indigestion, 

Mental  and  Physical  Exhaustion,  Insomnia,  Nervousness, 
DIMINISHED  VITALITY,  Etc, 

Especially  serviceable  as  a  menstruum  for  the  administration  of  such  alk- 
aloids as  strychnia,  morphia,  quinia  and  other  organic  bases  which  are  us- 
ually exhibited  in  acid  combination. 

It  makes  a  Refreshing  and  Nutritious  Drink  in  Fevers. 

and  with  water  and  sugar  a  delicious  beverage. 

We  have  received  a  very  large  number  of  letters  from  physicians  of  the 
highest  standing,  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  relating  their  experience  with 
the  Acid  Phosphate,  and  speaking  of  k  in  high  terms  of  commendation. 

Physicians  who  have  not  used  Horsford' s  Acid  Phosphate,  and  who  wish 
t  o  test  it,  will  be  furnished  a  sample  on  application,  without  expense,  ex- 
cept express  charges. 
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^"Beware  of  Imitations. 


Editors  Depsrtmeiw. 


F.  E.  DANIEL,  M.  D„  Editor  and  Publisher. 


-COLLABOEiiTOES 


E  J.  Doerina,  M.  D.,  Chicago.  H.  O.  Marty,  M.  D.,  Boston. 

Geo.  Cupples,  M.  D.,  San  Anionio.  C.  K.  Gregg,  M .  U.,  Mexico. 

Odo  Betz,  M.  D.,  Germany.  R.  M.  Sivearingen.  M.  D.,  Austin. 

E.  J.  Beall,  M.  D.,  Fort  Worth,  Texas.  C.  H.  Wilkinson,  M.  D.,  Galveston. 

T.  C.  0*D»rn,  M.  D.,  Cleburne,  Texas.  J.  W.  McLaughlin,  M.  D.,  Austin. 

Wm.  Penny,  M.D.,  New  York.  R.  H.  L.  Bibb,  M.  D.,  Mexico. 


THE  MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  TEXAS. 

The  City  Council  of  Galveston,  through  a  committee  of  resident 
physicians,  consisting  of  Drs.  J,  F.  Y.  Paine,  J.  M.  Haden,  H.  A. 
West,  C,  W.  Trueheart  and  H.  P.  Cook,  have  memoralized  the 
Governor,  and  the  Legislature  now  in  session,  to  take  some  action 
"by  bill  or  otherwise,  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  law  author- 
izing the  location  and  establishment  of  the  Medical  Department  of 
the  University"  in  that  city. 

The  memorial  sets  forth  ist;  that  according  to  experience  of  educa- 
tors the  interest  of  the  Medical,  is  incompatible  with  that  of  other 
branches — the  proximity  of  a  hospital  being  an  essential  requisite 
for  the  former,  would  be  a  horror  to  the  latter,  which  would  operate 
to  keep  academic  students  away.  The  memorialists  assert  that 
this  view  is  almost  generally  taken  of  the  subject,  both  in  this 
county  and  in  Europe,  and  that  accordingly,  in  most  successful 
colleges,  they  are  separate — if  not  in  separate  towns,  at  least  in  sep- 
arate buildings;  and  cite  well  known  instances.  In  London  the 
Medical  Schools  and  the  University  are  entirely  separate  and  dis- 
connected, and  each  Hospital  has  its  Medical  School. 

2nd,  That  the  history  of  Medical  Schools  which  have  formed 
"integral  parts  of  Universities,  and  have  been  more  or  less  organi- 
cally connected  and  under  one  general  head  or  government" — and 
where  medicine  is  taught  theoretically,  but  not  clinically,  have  not 
succeeded  in  turning  out  doctors,  however  thorough  the  scholastic 
training  may  have  been;  that  this  is  appreciated  by  students  and 
shown  in  the  relatively  small  annual  matriculation  in  the  medical 
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department,  compared  with  that  of  scnools  connected  with  large 
hospitals.    Illustrations  are  given  as  follows  : 

At  Yale,  ("harmonious,  symmetrical  university"  i.  e.  altogether) 
— the  catalogue  for  '86-7,  gives  a  summary  of  1,134  students,  of 
whom  only  27  were  medical  matriculants.  The  University  of  Vir- 
ginia, (ditto  ditto)  gives  a  yearly  average  of  342  students  with  only 
46  in  the  medical  department;  whereas,  in  the  medical  department 
of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  (separate,  and  with  hospital) 
there  were  386  students.  Medical  Department  University  City 
New  York,  nearly  600;  ditto,  University  Louisiana,  250,  &c.  Jef- 
ferson Medical  College  (which  is  the  medical  branch  of  Washing- 
ton College  situated  at  Cannonville,  Pa.)  500,  &c.  &c. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  "it  is  difficult,"  the  memorialists  say,  "to 
avoid  the  conclusion  that  the  success  of  the  Medical  Department 
of  the  University  of  Texas,  depends  in  a  large  degree  upon  its 
separate  organization,"  and  that  its  location  at  Galveston  "is  sim- 
ply a  matter  of  expediency,  and  does  not  imply  a  severance  from 
the  main  University;  that  it  should  be  under  the  control  of  a  com- 
mon board  of  Regents." 

Conceding  then  the  essentiality  of  clinical  instruction,  the  mem- 
orialists proceed  to  show  the  advantages  possessed  by  Galveston 
over  any  other  Texas  city  in  the  matter  of  supply  of  clinical  and 
anatomical  material,  and  make  a  very  excellent  showing;  for  in- 
stance, in  1883  and  1886  (we  take  these  years  as  showing  the  high- 
est and  the  lowest  numbers  in  the  table),  there  were  treated  in  St. 
Mary's  and  the  Marine  Hospital  an  aggregate  of  2948  (for  '83)  and 
2114  (for  '86)  patients,  embracing  every  variety  of  disease  and  in- 
jury (except  of  course  epidemic  or  infectious  diseases.)  Of  the 
2 1 14  cases  last  year,  296  were  surgical,  including  fractures,  dislo- 
cations and  every  variety  of  wounds,  surgical  diseases  of  bones, 
joints,  blood-vessels,  viscera,  skin,  genital  organs,  &c.  When  the 
new  Sealey  Hospital  is  finished,  the  clinical  resources  will  be  much 
greater  no  doubt.  Lest  it  might  be  inferred  that  the  delay  in  or- 
ganizing  the  Medical  Branch  in  Galveston  has  been  the  fault  of 
the  Regents,  in  light  of  their  known  opposition  to  a  disintegration 
of  the  University,  we  will  state,  and  the  fact  is  recognized,  and 
mentioned  by  the  memorialists,  that  the  Regents  have  clearly  shown 
in  their  recent  report,  a  copy  of  which  is  before  us,  that  the  present 
resources  of  the  University  are  inadequate  to  erect  the  necessary 
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buildings,  equip  and  put  in  operation  the  school  as  it  should  be, 
(though  the  memorialists  insist  that  the  estimate  on  that  head, 
$140,000  for  buildings — is  excessive;  stating  that  those  of  the  Medi- 
cal Department  of  the  University  of  Louisiana,  with  a  capacity  for 
500  students,  and  including  furniture,  laboratory,  museum  and  every 
appurtenance,  cost  just  half  that  amount.)  In  order  partly  to  meet 
the  difficulty,  and  to  hasten  the  consummation  of  the  desired  end, 
the  city  of  Galveston  offers  to  donate  a  block  of  ground,  valued  at 
$40,000  to  $50,000  for  the  erection  of  the  buildings;  meantime,  the 
late  John  Sealey  left  $50,000  for  a  hospital,  and  a  condition  to  the 
offer  is,  that  the  hospital  shall  be  located  on  the  same  block.  The  site 
offered  is  one  of  the  most  desirable  in  the  city,  and  has  never  been 
overflowed.  It  commands  a  full  view  of  the  bay  and  the  gulf,  with 
the  shipping,  and  every  other  point  of  interest  within  the  harbor. 
It  is  accessible  by  street  cars,  yet  sufficiently  remote  from  the  busi- 
ness center  to  be  free  from  the  noise  and  dust,  &c.  of  the  city. 

The  memorialists  then  treat  the  subject  from  the  standpoint  of 
economy,  and  show  that  every  year,  200  Texas  students  carry  $100,- 
000  out  of  the  State  for  medical  instruction,  which  should  be 
afforded  them  by  the  State.  In  this  estimate  our  friends  are  very 
moderate,  and  fall  far  short  of  the  actual  figures;  for  the  census  of 
1881  showed  that  with  a  population,  then,  of  1,500,000,  Texas  fur- 
nished 252  "regular"  and  4  "irregular"  medical  students,  and  had 
3003  physicians,  (5th  Illinois  Report,  S.  B.  H.)  The  population 
of  the  State  is  now  certainly  not  short  of  2,500,000;  a  correspond- 
ing ratio  of  increase  in  the  number  of  students  would  give  at  pres- 
ent something  over  400,  with  5000  doctors;  therefore  the  loss  to  the 
State,  occasioned  by  the  delay  in  putting  the  Medical  Department 
into  operation,  may  be  put  down  at  double  the  estimated  sum,  or, 
in  round  numbers,  $200,000;  or  a  sum  sufficient  to  build  and  equip 
the  college,  and  to  "run  it"  for  several  years. 

In  light  of  these  facts  and  figures,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  our  legis- 
lators, who  are  such  sticklers  for  economy,  will  not  turn  a  deaf  ear 
to  the  petition  of  the  memorialists.  In  conclusion  we  will  say  that 
the  subject  is  forcibly,  elegantly  and  exhaustively  presented,  and 
the  memorial  does  credit  to  the  distinguished  gentlemen  compris- 
ing the  commission.  The  legislators  have  already  made  one  seri- 
ous mistake  in  this  connection — refused  to  give  the  University  Re- 
gents control  of  the  University  lands.    Had  the  lands  been  placed 
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in  the  hands  of  the  Regents,  no  doubt  the  consummation  of  a  medi- 
cal department  would  have  been  a  matter  of  a  few  years.  As  it  is, 
whether  the  college  be  located  at  Galveston,  or  incorporated  into 
the  University,  we  do  not  want  to  see  any  haste  in  the  matter,  nor 
action  taken  until  the  means  at  hand  are  adequate  to  put  in  opera- 
tion the  very  highest  order  of  a  medical  school. 


THE  RELATIONS  OF  PHYSICIANS  TO  THEIR  MEDICAL  SUPPLIES* 

"There  are  a  large  number  of  physicians  who,  for  both  thera- 
peutics and  materia  medica,  depend  largely — if  not  mainly — upon 
the  traveling  salesmen  and  their  pamphlets  and  lists,  and  on  the 
advertising  pages  of  the  medical  journals.  The  relations  of  this, 
class  to  their  supplies  is  most  simple  and  most  favorable.  They 
come  in  very  direct  and  very  close  contact  with  the  sources  of 
their  supplies,  and  have  much  less  trouble  than  any  other  class  of 
artisans.  With  others  smarter,  more  ingenious  and  more  plausible 
than  they,  to  think  for  them,  and  then  to  apply  vigorous  mercantile 
principles  to  their  wants  thus  suggested  for  them,  they  have  the 
least  practicable  amount  of  thinking  for  themselves  to  do,  in  re- 
gard to  their  remedies  and  the  novelties  of  the  day,  and  therefore, 
as  they  argue,  more  time  to  think  of  and  study  out  their  cases.  To 
this  class  the  ready  made  prescriptions  in  the  form  of  beautifully 
colored  and  coated  pills,  or  palatable  solutions  and  mixtures,  do 
not  appeal  simply  as  gratifying  various  degrees  of  laziness,  or  in- 
disposition to  think  for  themselves,  but  they  present  themselves  as 
true  labor-saving  devices,  skilfully  prepared  for  the  over-worked 
ability  to  use  them,  and  as  giving  more  time  for  the  higher  and 
more  scientific  reaches  of  the  profession."  *  *  *  * 
—  The  Ephemeris. 

A  gentleman  who,  like  Dr.  Squibb,  has  received  so  much  gratui- 
tous advertising  from  the  medical  press  should  be  the  last  to  at- 
tempt to  undermine  the  prosperity  of  Medical  Journals. 

The  above  is  evidently  written  in  spite.  Others  have  succeeded 
where  Dr.  Squibb  failed,  and  such  a  wail,  little  becomes  him.  It 
is  an  insult  to  the  medical  profession;  its  tendency  is  obviously  to 
ridicule  physicians  who  profit  by  the  skill  of  the  pharmacist  who 
put  into  convenient  and  elegant  form  for  administration,  many  of 
the  combinations  and  formula  found  by  experience  of  able  physi- 
cians to  be  valuable.  Dr.  Squibb,  would  seemingly  advocate  the 
old  stage-coach  days  of  "every  Doctor  his  own  compounder,"  and 
because  too,  other  pharmacists  by  energy,  skill  and  the  liberal  ex- 
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penditure  of  money,  have  secured  the  patronage  of  many  of  the. 
more  enlightened  part  of  the  profession.  We  regard  the  manufac- 
turing pharmacist  as  a  benefactor,  a  valuable  ally  to  the  prescribes 
.and  nothing  but  envy,or  the  "garrulousness  of  old  age,"  it  seems  to 
us,  could  have  inspired  such  an  attack  on  those  who  have  been  his 
friends. 

Dr.  Squibb  seeks  also  to  create  the  impression  that  the  medical 
journal  is  not  the  proper  channel  for  manufacturers  of  medicines 
to  use  for  conveying  to  the  profession  information  regarding  their 
products.  Why  not  ?  Where  else  could  they  be  so  well  brought 
to  the  notice  of  reading  and  thinking  Doctors.  In  doing  this  he 
strikes  a  blow  at  the  rights  of  manufacturers,  and  at  a  legitimate 
source  of  income  to  medical  journals,  which  we  think  should  not 
be  submitted  to  without  protest.  Many  manufacturers  of  medi- 
cines are  liberal  advertisers  in  medical  journals,  and  we  shall  al- 
ways maintain  that  the  journals  are  the  proper  medium  for  com- 
munication between  the  manufacturers  and  the  physician.  Dr. 
Squibb  could  as  consistently  condemn  the  manufacture  of  any  other 
commodity  out  of  the  crude  material,  and  the  advertising  of  it  in 
appropriate  channels — as  the  conversion  of  crude  drugs  into  ele- 
gant coated  pills  or  elexir — ready-made  clothing,  for  instance;  a 
gentleman  should  not  buy  a  ready-made  suit;  he  should  buy  the 
material  and  make  it,  or  have  it  made;  he  should  think  out  the 
best  mode.  It  should  not  be  advertised  where  wearers  of  clothing 
could  see  it,  but  should  be  kept  in  the  store,  and  the  gentlemen 
should  go  to  look  for  it.  Out  on  such  reasoning;  it  is  the  grumb- 
ling of  a  disappointed  man  who  has  not  kept  pace  in  late  years  with 
the  times.  We  recall  with  much  distinctness  how  he  analysed  coca 
2l  short  lime  ago,  and  published  that  it  contained  nothing  not  to  be 
found  in  tea  or  coffee;  since  which  time  the  now  famous  cocaine 
has  been  manufactured  by  Dr.  Squibb  by  the  ton,  after  some  one 
else  had  found  it. 

We  trust  that  the  above  unjust  and  ungenerous  reflections  by  Dr. 
Squibb  upon  the  medical  profession,  an  unwarranted  attack  upon 
the  medical  press  and  upon  their  patrons,  the  manufacturing  drug- 
gists, will  not  be  allowed  to  pass  unnoticed  by  the  press,  but  that  it 
may  receive  the  condemnation  which  it  deserves. 
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BANQUET  OR  NO  BANQUET. 

For  many  years,  perhaps  ever  since  the  organization  of  the  State 
Medical  Association,  it  has  been  the  custom  in  Texas  to  entertain 
the  delegates  to  the  State  Medical  Convention  at  a  banquet — usu- 
ally on  the  last  evening  of  the  session.  Of  recent  years,  however, 
there  has  appeared  opposition  to  the  custom  on  the  part  of  many 
members;  and  in  '84,  when  the  State  Medical  Association  met  in 
Belton,  an  exception  was  made.  At  Houston  the  next  year,  a  leso- 
lution  opposing  the  custom,  was  only  defeated  out  of  courtesy  to 
the  committee  of  arrangement,  whose  invitation  to  a  banquet  had 
just  been  accepted.  At  Dallas  a  magnificent  spread  was  given  and 
much  enjoyed.  Now  just  on  the  eve  of  the  meeting  of  the  State 
Association  at  the  Capital — for  the  first  time  since  '75,  and  the 
committee  of  arrangements  consisting  of  the  entire  local  profes- 
sion, are  considering  ways  and  means  for  the  entertainment  of  the 
distinguished  guests,  the  question  becomes  one  of  great  moment, 
especially  in  view  of  the  temperance  agitation. 

A  banquet,  without  wine,  would  be  a  hollow  mockery.  The  ac- 
tion taken  on  this  occasion  will  be  significant,  and  not  without  in- 
fluence for  good  or  evil.  Five  hundred  picked  delegates,  presum- 
ably representing  five  thousand  Texas  physicians — the  entire 
profession  of  the  State — by  their  endorsement  of  a  wine  banquet 
throw  the  moral  weight  of  the  medical  profession  against  the  great 
cause  of  temperance,  which  has  in  other  States,  Kansas,  notably, 
accomplished  so  much  good.  By  abolishing  the  custom — and  the 
medical  profession  of  the  capital  of  the  great  State  of  Texas  taking 
the  initiative — the  moral  influence  of  the  medical  profession  is 
tacitly  thrown  in  the  scale  of  temperance.  At  every  meeting  of 
the  State  Association  recently,  petitions  have  been  read  from  the 
Womens'  Christian  Temperance  Union,  asking  the  co-operation  of 
the  medical  profession  in  putting  down  the  use  of  liquor,  and  in- 
dividually, many  members  are  warmly  seconding  their  work. 

We  do  not  propose  to  preach  a  temperance  sermon,  but  the 
Journal  here  and  now  desires  to  be  put  on  record  as  setting  its  face 
firmly  against  the  custom  of  entertaining  the  medical  delegates 
with  wine;  and,  while  it  is  argued  that  more  will  be  expected  in 
the  way  of  entertainment  at  the  capital  than  at  the  smaller  towns,, 
and  that  it  would  look  shabby  in  Austin  to  make  an  innovation,  it 
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can  be  answered  that  as  elegant,  and  at  least  less  questionable,  en- 
tertainment can  be  provided,  in  some  other  way,  and  we  hope  the 
committee  of  arrangements  will  have  the  moral  courage  to  set  the 
example  of  dispensing  with  the  use  of  wine,  and  thus,  it  is  hoped, 
forever  break  up  the  custom.  It  may  be  objected  to  by  some;  but 
we  venture  the  majority  of  the  more  thoughtful  members  will 
heartily  endorse  it  and  applaud  Austin  for  the  move:  ultimately  it 
will  be  cause  for  rejoicing.  It  would  have  a  deeper  significance 
and  a  more  far  reaching  influence  than  would  at  first  appear.  It 
would  amount  to  an  emphatic  expression  on  the  subject,  from  a 
large  and  enlightened  class  of  people — an  endorsement  of  the  effort 
being  made  to  suppress  the  evil  of  intemperance.  It  is  claimed 
by  the  prohibition  speakers — and  the  figures  may  be  exaggerated, 
that  nineteen  million  dollars  annually  are  spent  for  liquor  in  Texas  ! 
This  is  more  than  double  the  amount  spent  for  bread;  and  there  is 
no  wonder  that  our  people  complain  of  hard  times  and  scarcity  of 
money  when  such  an  incubus  is  on  them.  Were  it  removed,  as  it 
must  and  will  be  some  day,  reaction  will  follow  like  that  of  a  rub- 
ber ball  on  the  rebound,  and  prosperity,  instead  of  paralysis,  will 
characterize  every  industry  of  the  State. 


THE  MEDICAL  COLLEGE  QUESTION. 

Texas  is  filling  up  at  the  rate  of  200,000  immigrants  annually. 
Ere  many  years,  all  the  vacant  lands  and  waste  places  will  be  filled 
up,  and  what  is  now  "  desert,  will  blossom  as  the  rose."  The  en- 
terprise and  capital  of  live  men  in  Europe  and  America  are  direc- 
ted to  the  development  of  the  rich  resources  of  this  wonder  land — 
resources  scarcely  touched  as  yet,  and  in  a  period  of  ten  years — 
about  the  time,  it  is  estimated  by  the  Regents,  that  will  be  required 
to  make  the  present  resources  of  the  University  available  for  a 
medical  department,  such  development  and  growth  will  have  taken 
place  as  to  change  entirely  the  present  aspect  of  things.  (In  this 
connection  we  may  be  pardoned  for  mentioning  a  fact,  significant 
of  this  development,  and  as  illustrating  our  idea.  The  cost  of  fuel 
has  been  a  serious  drawback  to  many  Texas  cities — notably,  Fort 
Worth  and  Austin.    Coal  has  sold  here  till  the  present  time  at  SS. 50 
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per  ton.  The  opening  of  adjacent  coal  fields  recently,  has  reduced 
the  price  to  $5.50.) 

The  growth  of  our  principal  cities  has  been  pari-passu  with  this 
influx  into  the  State;  and  tho'  Galveston  had  fairly  the  start,  and 
now  boasts  superior  clinical  advantages,  as  the  argument  in  favor 
of  the  separate  establishment  of  a  Medical  Department,  it  is  highly 
probable, — nay — almost  absolutely  certain,  that  by  the  time,  in  the 
very  nature  of  things,  that  a  medical  college  could  be  put  into  suc- 
cessful operation,  she  will  have  rivals  in  that  field.  We  make  no 
claim  for  Austin,  other  than  that  we  are  in  favor  of  consolidating 
all  the  departments  under  one  management — all  things  being  equal 
— i.  e.,  should  Austin,  by  the  time  we  speak  of,  possess  anything 
like  the  clinical  advantages  offered  by  other  cities. 

And,  with  regard  to  the  munificent  offer  of  the  city  of  Galveston 
and  of  the  late  Mr.  Sealy,  we  will  be  much  mistaken  if,  when  the 
time  arrives  for  action,  some  such  offer  is  not  made  by  Austin  and 
some  of  her  wealthy  citizens,  and  by  other  cities  also.  Nearly  any 
city  would  give  a  bonus  for  the  college.  We  recall  the  circum- 
stance a  few  years  ago  when  this  subject  was  being  discussed  with 
reference  to  Fort  Worth.  The  mayor  gave  the  assurance,  and  it 
was  no  empty  one,  that  immediately  on  the  completion  of  a  col- 
lege building  in  that  city,  a  $50,000  hospital  would  be  built  ad- 
joining it;  while  several  citizens  offered  building  sites;  and  a  sub- 
scription paper  started,  soon  made  it  evident  that  funds  could  be 
raised  amongst  the  business  men  sufficient  to  build  the  college. 

With  regard  to  the  question  of  unconstitutionality  of  the  act 
locating  the  medical  department  at  Galveston  we  will  speak  anon. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Our  legislators  evidently  have  no  conception  of  the  value  or  im- 
portance of  vital  statistics; — inasmuch  as  every  bill  looking  to  the 
creation  of  a  State  Board  of. Health  which  has  been  presented,  has 
been  defeated.  We  do  not  propose  here,  and  now,  to  enumerate 
the  advantages  to  the  public — in  every  way — to  be  derived  from 
carefully  preserved  vital  statistics;  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  our 
readers  understand  and  appreciate  them,  and  know  that  it  is  only 
possible  to  see  the  necessity  for  reforms  in  habit,  modes  of  life,  oc- 
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cupation,  etc., — and  to  bring  them  about,  by  keeping  a  careful 
record  of  deaths,  and  the  causes.  We  presume,  also,  that  our 
readers  are  familiar  with  the  circumstances  which  finally  led  to  the 
passage  of  the  first,  now  famous,  Public  Health  Bill,  in  Great 
Britain.  Dr.  Farr  spent  his  valuable  life  in  the  laborious  compila- 
tion of  statistics  of  deaths;  and  ascertaining  the  causes  of  the 
larger  number  to  be  unsanitary  dwellings  and  occupations, — pro- 
cured the  passage  of  this  bill.  Under  its  provisions  such  reforms 
were  instituted  as  lead,  in  seven  years,  to  actually  adding  some 
two  and  a  half,  or  three  years  to  the  life  of  every  man,  woman  and 
child  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

Many  of  the  diseases  of  which  people  die  in  Texas  are  prevent- 
able. It  only  remains  to  tabulate  the  deaths,  and  in  time,  as  cer- 
tain these  causes — when,  the  causes  removed,  the  number  of  deaths 
will  be  diminished. 

The  above  is  suggested  on  reading  the  action  of  the  Johnson 
County  Board  of  Censors.  Dr.  Osborn  is  entitled  to  be  called  the 
Farr  of  this  State;  he  is  the  pioneer.  He  sees,  and  realizes  the 
fact,  that  the  hope  of  assistance  in  this  matter  by  the  State,  is 
Utopian,  and  knowing,  also,  the  necessity  of  registration,  he  pro- 
poses a  way  in  which  it  can  be  done  independently  of  the  State, 
i.  e.,  by  each  county,  through  the  local  medical  society.  We  com- 
mend the  example  to  our  county  societies,  and  suggest  that  they 
institute  similar  proceedings.  The  Journal  cheerfully  places  its 
columns  at  their  disposal,  for  the  publication  ot  their  work. 

Meantime  we  would  suggest  that  it  is  possible,  through  the  efforts 
of  individual  members  of  these  local  societies,  to  so  impress  Rep- 
resentatives and  Senators  with  the  value,  and  necessity,  of  regis- 
tration;— and  by  showing  them  the  efforts  being  made  by  those 
societies — that  in  time  the  whole  Legislature  may  be  brought  to 
comprehend  the  situation;  then  State  provision  will  be  made.  It 
is  almost  sinful  that  such  valuable  statistics  are  not  now  being  pre- 
served. Johnson  county  is  certainly  the  pioneer  in  these  good 
works;  from  that  county  emanated  the  only  meteorological  reports 
yet  published  by  the  Journal,  with  an  article  on  "  The  Relation  of 
Areas  of  Low  Barometer  to  Epidemics,"  and  we  are  rather  sur- 
prised it  did  not  attract  more  attention  in  the  State;  it  was  well 
received  in  other  States.  We  bid  our  Johnson  county  friends  per- 
severe, and  hope  they  will  not  be  disappointed  by  the  cold  water 
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of  seeming  indifference  to  their  labors;  the  fruits  will  come  by  and 
bye.  To  our  mind,  the  duty  on  the  part  of  the  State  to  protect  the 
people  from  sickness,  and  from  ignorant  practitioners, is  as  impera- 
tive as  it  is  to  protect  them  from  any  other  source,  or  kind  of  dan- 
ger; yet  the  Legislature  cannot  be  made  to  see  it  in  that  light, 
until  the  profession,  united  into  one  harmonious  body,  speak  the 
sentiment  in  no  uncertain  tones.  Property  in  Texas  is  hedged 
round  about  with  every  kind  of  safeguard  that  ingenuity  and  sel- 
fish interest  can  suggest;  but  life  and  health  are  left  to  take  care  of 
themselves. 


A  DISCLAIMED. 


We  have  always  understood  an  "official  organ,"  of  any  party  or 
body,  to  be  a  paper  which,  authorized,  or  unauthorized,  paid  or 
unpaid,  publishes  the  official  papers  and  documents  of  that  body, 
and  advocates  its  course  and  principles. 

The  editor  of  this  Journal,  occupying,  through  accident  of 
death  of  Dr.  Burt,  the  position  of  Secretary  of  the  Texas  State 
Medical  Association,  (and  from  his  office  official  documents  are 
issued),  felt  that  the  claim  could  be  made,  without  offense,  that  the 
Journal,  which  always  publishes  any  official  document  of  the  As- 
sociation— all  news,  or  matters  relating  to  the  Association,  gratui- 
tously; and  which  advocates,  first,  last,  and  always,  organization, 
into  a  grand  State  Association  of  the  entire  regular  profession  of 
the  State,  could  properly  be  called  its  official  organ,  without  ob- 
jection, as,  under  the  circumstances,  it  virtually  is,  de  facto  if  not 
de  jure;  but  we  have  never  claimed  to  have  received  any  authority 
from  the  Association  to  so  consider  the  Journal. 

A  few  years  ago,  Dr.  Wilkinson's  journal,  the  Record,  was  the 
official  organ,  and  published  all  the  pioceedings.  That  method 
was  abolished,  and  the  Transactions  have  been  published  in  book 
form  ever  since.  Meantime,  this  Journal  has  been  established, 
and  for  the  purpose  of  advocating  the  cause  of  the  Association; 
and  its  editor  has  become,  as  stated,  the  Secretary.  The  Associa- 
tion has  about  doubled  its  membership,  and  there  are  many  things 
to  be  published,  besides  the  proceedings, — official  papers,  circulars 
and  addresses,  action  of  committees,  etc.,  and  medical  news  of  in- 
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terest  to  the  members;  hence  the  aspect  is  changed,  and  there  is 
necessity  for  some  exponent  of  the  Association,  other  than  its 
scientific  work  and  proceedings  as  recorded  in  the  yearly  Transac- 
tions. 

Moreover,  no  claim  has  been  made  to  exclusive  privilege 
in  the  matter  of  publishing  these  things,  holding,  as  we  have 
said,  that  any  journal  which  chose  to  publish  such  official  papers? 
championing  the  cause  and  principles  of  the  body,  could  be  con- 
sidered in  the  light  of  an  official  paper. 

Now,  since  we  learn  that  objection  has  been  made  by  certain 
members,  and  our  claim  disputed,  we  will  haul  down  the  sign,  and 
no  longer  claim  to  be  the  organ  of  anybody,  but  independent  in 
all  things. 

We  will  not  cease,  however,  to  advocate  organization,  as  the 
correct  policy  through  which,  alone,  we  can  hope  ever  to  acquire 
sufficient  influence,  and  power  to  procure  the  much  needed  legisla- 
tion in  the  interest  of  public  health;  nor  will  we  cease  to  labor  in 
the  cause  of  the  advancement  and  elevation  of  medical  science  in 
the  Lone  Star  State; — that  was  the  mission  for  which  the  Journal 
was  created, — its  raison  d'etre,  and  so  long  as  we  can  raise  a  voice, 
or  wield  a  pen,  it  will  be  in  the  interest  of  legitimate  medicine,  and 
the  cause  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association! 


^VIeDICAL  j^EWS  AND  ^VLlSCELLANY. 


Cincho  Quinine  produces  much  less  constitutional  disturbance; 
and  in  the  same  doses,  the  therapeutical  effects  are  fully  equal  to 
the  sulphate. 


A  GENERAL  INVITATION. 

The  Journal  desires  to  call  attention  to  the  spirited  address  of 
President  Nott,  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association,  copies  of 
which  were  mailed  from  this  office  to  over  one  thousand  physicians 
in  the  State — to  many  a  number  of  copies  for  distribution, — and  to 
remind  readers  that  this  is  not  to  be  a  convention  of  members  only, 
but  a  rallying  of  the  profession  around  the  standard  raised  by  the 
Association — for  the  advancement  of  medical  science  in  this  great 
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State, — the  nucleus  around  which  it  is  hoped  to  organize  the  entire 
regular  profession.  Hence,  we  say — do  not  stay  away  because  you 
are  not  a  member, — come  and  become  a  member, — and  join  in  the 
good  work.  An  attractive  programme  has  been  arranged  for  your 
entertainment,  and  the  recreation  obtained  by  a  week's  rest  from 
the  routine  of  practice  will  infuse  new  life,  new  energy,  and  new 
ambition  into  each  one,  and  your  profession  will  seem  dearer  to 
you  than  ever  before. 


"TEXAS  SURGERY." 

Doubtless  the  near  approach  of  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Texas 
State  Medical  Association  has  deterred  many  members  from  paying 
their  arrears,  as  it  is  a  very  general  thing  to  pay  at  the  meeting. 
But,  in  consequence  of  this  failure,  the  Secretary  has  not  been  able 
to  distribute  this  very  valuable  document.  An  effort  is  now  being 
made  to  get  them  speedily  into  the  hands  of  members,  and  we  will 
suggest  that  assistance  in  the  way  of  dues  will,  at  any  time,  be  ac- 
ceptable. The  postage  on  the  lot  will  amount  to  a  considerable 
sum.  We  are  much  gratified  at  the  reception  given  the  few  copies 
which  have  been  issued.  The  committee  (Dr.  Cupples,  chairman) 
have  received  letters  of  warm  commendation  from  the  most  dis- 
tinguished medical  men  of  Europe  and  America.  Amongst  the 
lights  who  have  complimented  the  work,  we  may  be  pardoned  for 
mentioning,  Bowditch,  Gregory,  Lawson  Tait,  S.  W.  Gross,  Senn, 
Battey,  Richardson,  Barker,  Bodenhamer,  Pepper,  Ashurst,  Pack- 
ard, Sinclair,  T.  G.  Thomas,  W.  L.  Lee,  aud  others. 

This  great  compliment — the  endorsement  of  the  whole  profession 
of  America  and  part  of  Europe,  should  stir  the  pride,  and  stimu- 
late the  zeal  of  our  surgeons,  and  induce  them  to  contribute  more 
freely  and  fully,  their  cases.  The  work  will  be  continued;  and 
though  the  medical  history  of  the  past  may  never  be  written;  a 
mistaken  notion  of  propriety  may  prevent  many  of  the  now  pion- 
eers of  Texas  medicine  from  giving  their  biography  to  the  world — 
this,  we  repeat,  will  be  a  monument  to  their  worth  and  ability, — the 
one  stone  left  to  tell  that  they  once  lived  and  labored. 

Under  the  head  of  "  Texas  Surgery,"  we  may  mention  that  every 
day  creditable  operations  are  being  performed  by  our  surgeons  all 
over  the  State — operations  which  should  be  recorded.  Dr.  Cupples 
recently  performed  laparotomy  for  g.  s.  wound  of  abdomen,  with 
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resection  of  intestine, — the  first  case,  we  venture  to  assert,  south  of 
the  Potomac.  The  patient,  however,  died  of  the  shock  and  ante- 
cedent hemorrhage.  We  note  a  case  of  imperforate  hymen  and  re- 
tained menses  lately  reported  by  Dr.  Ghent,  in  the  Texas  Conner 
Record.  A  similar  case  was  operated  on  by  an  Austin  physician 
last  week.  We  are  promised  a  report  of  Dr.  Cupples'  case,  and 
hope  to  be  able  to  give  the  details  in  our  next  issue. 


THE  TEXAS  DENTAL  BILL. 

This  bill,  drawn  and  presented  by  the  Texas  Dental  Association, 
is  now  before  the  Legislature,  and  has  passed  to  engrossment.  It 
is  thought  it  will  become  a  law.  It  provides,  first,  that  no  person 
shall  practice  dentistry  in  this  State  without  a  license  from  an  ex- 
amining board,  to  be  appointed  under  this  act.  (Dentists  who  have 
been  in  regular  practice  for  the  three  years  next  preceding  the  pas- 
sage of  the  act,  and  graduates  of  incorporated  dental  colleges — 
are  exempt  from  examination,  but  the  latter  must  exhibit  their 
diploma  and  procure  license;  the  former  must  furnish  satisfactory 
evidence  that  they  have  been  in  regular  practice  for  the  time  required, 
and  thus  obtain  a  license  without  fee.)  Second.  The  President, 
Secretary  and  Executive  Committee  of  the  Texas  Dental  Associa- 
tion shall  constitute  the  Board.  Third.  The  Board  shall  appoint 
a  district  examiner  in  each  congressional  district,  who  shall  be  a 
resident  of  that  district,  and  a  member  of  the  Texas  Dental  Asso- 
ciation. Fourth.  The  provisions  of  the  act  do  not  apply  to  phy- 
sicians and  surgeons  practicing  as  such,  nor  is  it  intended  to  pre- 
vent other  persons  from  merely  extracting  teeth.  The  penalty  for 
violation  is  not  less  than  $100  nor  more  than  $200.  All  fines  for 
violation  of  act  to  go  to  the  common  school  fund  of  the  county 
where  collected. 


TEXAS  CARRIES  OFF  THE  HONORS  AS  USUAL. 

At  the  50th  annual  commencement  of  the  Medical  Department 
of  the  University  of  Louisville,  Kentucky,  in  a  graduating  class  of 
eighty-seven,  there  were  seventeen  Texans.  On  the  roll  of  honor 
consisting  of  ten  best,  there  were  three  Texans,  to-wit :  1st  honor, 
Jno.  L.  Dodge;  5th  honor,  E.  P.  Montgomery;  and  6th  honor,  S.  E. 
Milliken. 

Dr.  Jno.  L.  Dodge,  the  first  honor  man,  won  the  first  prize — the 
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Yandell  gold  medal  for  highest  class  standing*  also,  Prof.  Ouchter- 
lony's  prize,  a  gold  medal  for  the  best  report  of  Professor  O's  clini- 
cal lectures;  also,  Prof.  Anderson's  prize — a  case  of  obstetrical  in- 
struments, for  the  best  examination  in  obstetrics  and  diseases  of 
women  and  children;  also  Prof.  Bailey's  prize — a  gold  medal,  for 
best  examination  in  materia'medica,  therapeutics  and  public  hy- 
giene— honors  enough  for  one  day  surely. 

In  the  undergraduates  contest  W.  R.  Spalding  of  Austin,  Texas, 
won  ist  prize,  a  copy  of  Gross'  Surgery,  and  also  won  Prof.  Palm- 
er's prize,  a  gold  medal  for  best  examination  in  physiology;  also 
one  of  the  two  free  scholarships  for  next  session — offered  by  the 
faculty  for  the  two  first  course  students  who  should  pass  the  best 
examination  in  all  branches;  the  other  scholarship  being  awarded 
to  S.  Z.  Bryan,  also  a  Texan. 

We  would  be  glad  to  be  favored  with  the  address  of  these  young 
gentlemen,  who  have  so  distinguished  themselves  and  their  State. 
Mr,  Spalding  is  a  student  here,  in  the  office  of  Dr.  McLaughlin, 
and  was  formerly  we  believe  with  Dr.  Wooten. 


We  are  Pleased  to  announce  large  accessions  to  our  subscrip- 
tion list  lately,  coming  principally,  from  the  East,  where  organiza- 
tion is  on  a  boom.  Several  new  county  societies  have  sent  us  quite 
a  list  of  new  subscribers,  and  we  want  to  tender  our  acknowledge- 
ment particularly  to  Dr.  J.  E.  Mayfield  of  Nacogdoches,  Secretary 
East  Texas  Medical  Association,  and  to  Dr.  W.  Y,  Jameson  ot 
Rusk,  for  favors  in  this  line;  also  Dr.  J.  T.  McCarty,  Canton,  Sec- 
retary, Kaufman  County  Medical  Society. 


SUBSTITUTION  IN  PRESCRIPTIONS. 

The  St.  Louis  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  has  a  well-timed 
editorial  on  this  nefarious  practice  on  the  part  of  some  druggists, 
in  which  the  writer  points  out  that  by  the  [practice  not  only  are 
manufacturers  of  proprietary  and  official  preparations  swindled 
out  of  their  just  dues,  but  the  reputation  of  the  physician  who  pre- 
scribes, and  the  safety  of  the  patient  prescribed  for,  are  both  jeop- 
ardized. A  moments  reflection  on  the  part  of  any  physician  will 
convince  him  of  the  correctness  of  this  statement.  One  article, 
which  has  been  tried,  and  is  known  to  be  good,  is  ordered,  and 
"something  just  as  good"  is  substituted  by  the  druggist.    The  pre- 
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scription  fails  of  its  object,  time  is  lost  which  cannot  be  recalled, 
and  the  Doctor  loses  faith  in  the  article  he  ordered — but  did  not 
get.  It  is  gratifying  to  see  the  medical  press  speaking  out  in  con- 
demnation of  this  unwarranted  assumption  of  responsibility  and 
authority  on  the  part  of  druggists,  and  a  physician  should  cease  to 
send  his  prescriptions  to  any  man  who  would  dare  do  it. 

TRANSACTIONS  TEXAS  STATE  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION,  '86. 
(A  few  brief  Extracts  from  Reviews  of  the  Work.) 
Of  this  volume,  The  Mississippi  Valley  Medical  Monthly  says: 
"  It  is  a  surprise,  from  the  fact  that  in  appearance,  it  far  exceeds 
in  general  makeup,  the  average  '  Transactions '  from  any  of  our 
State  Societies.    It  contains  nearly  700  pages  of  well  written  and 
well  edited  reading  matter,"  etc. 
The  Louisville  Herald  says: 

"This  report  of  the  Transactions  of  the  Texas  Association  is  a 
most  creditable  production,  and  shows  that  the  physicians  of  that 
great  State  are  fully  conscious  of  their  necessities  and  welfare,  and 
are  in  every  respect  the  peers  of  their  professional  brethren  else- 
where. Every  Texan  that  we  have  seen  brags  more  than  a  Ken- 
tuckian,  if  possible,  about  his  State — its  natural  resources,  its  im- 
mensity, and  its  future  prospects.  He  can  now  brag  about  its  doc- 
tors." 

The  American  Lancet  says: 

"The  size  of  the  work — nearly  700  pages — shows  the  time  (four 
days)  has  been  spent  in  actual  work.  The  paper,  presswork  and 
binding  are  models  of  good  taste.  *  *  *  Altogether,  the  pro- 
fession of  Texas  must  be  congratulated  upon  this  showing  of  her 
State  Medical  Association.  For  its  opportunities,  no  State  in  the 
Union  has  done  better;  few  nearly  so  well." 

Progress,  Louisville,  Ky.,  says:    (From  a  six  column  review.) 

"  This  volume  is  the  largest,  and  in  every  way,  the  most  credita- 
ble work  of  its  kind  in  this  country.  No  other  State  can  offer  any- 
thing for  favorable  comparison  with  it." 


IBLIOGRAPHY, 


Chemical  Lecture  Notes;  taken  from  Prof.  C.  O.  Curtman's 
lectures  at  St.  Louis  College  of  Pharmacy;  By  II.  M.  Whelp- 
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ley,  Ph.  G.,  Quiz-Master  of  Chemistry  and  Pharmacology  in 
St.  Louis  College  of  Pharmacy.  St.  Louis,  1886,  published  by 
the  author,  136  pages,  cloth;  $1. 
This  little  work  consists  of  a  series  of  carefully  prepared  notes 
by  Prof.  Curtman,  from  which  he  delivered  his  course  of  lectures 
in  the  above  named  college.  In  '84  they  were  re-written  and  a 
variety  of  information  was  added,  gathered  from  journals  and  other 
sources  not  readily  accessible  to  the  student,  and  thus  they  form  a 
complete  sylabus  of  the  subjects  taught.  The  author,  Dr.  Whelp- 
ley,  obtained  permission  to  copy  them  for  use  in  his  quiz  class,  and 
for  publication;  and  having  added  various  paragraphs  himself,  ob- 
tained from  other  sources,  and  having  enlarged  on  subjects  or 
heads  but  lightly  touched  on  by  the  professor,  he  presents  them  in 
this  shape  for  the  use  of  students  of  pharmacy  and  of  medicine. 
They  will  doubtless  be  of  use  to  others,  however,  and  to  any  one 
who  wishes  to  refresh  his  memory  on  the  subject.  Price  $1.  Ad- 
dress author,  404  Market  St.,  St.  Louis. 

A  Reference  Handbook  of  the  Medical  Sciences,  embracing 
the  entire  range  of  scientific  and  practical  medicine  and  allied 
science.  By  various  writers.  Illustrated  by  chromo-lithograjphs 
and  fine  wood  engravings.  Edited  by  Albert  H.  Buck,  M.  D., 
New  York  City.  Volume  IV.  Bound  in  cloth,  sheep,  and  half 
morocco,  prices,  $6.00,  $7.00,  and  $8.00  per  vol.  New  York: 
William  Wood  &  Co. 

We  tender  our  acknowledgments  to  the  publishers  for  the  fourth 
volume  of  this  valuable  work.  It  has  received  so  much  commen- 
dation at  the  hands  of  the  press  that  we  feel  that  anything  we  could 
add  would  be  mere  superfluity.  To  say  the  work  is  a  library  within 
itself  would  be  tautology.  It  is  destined,  we  believe,,  to  outlive  the 
present  generation,  and  to  become  a  standard  book  of  reference'for 
many  years. 


On  and  after  April  1,  1887,  Dr.  May's  Quiz-Classes,  preparatory 
for  U.  S.  Army,  Navy  and  Marine  Hospital,  General  Hospital,  and 
Civil  Service  Medical  Examinations,  will  be  conducted  conjointly 


OTICES. 
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by  himself  and  by  Dr.  Charles  F.  Mason,  Asst.  Surg.  U.  S.  Army. 
'This  addition  has  become  desirable  owing  to  the  great  success  of 
the  classes,  as  evidenced  by  a  membership  in  all  classes  of  over 
one  hundred  men  during  the  last  three  years,  with  less  than  five 
per  cent  of  failures.  The  classes  will  be  conducted  as  heretofore, 
and  the  course  of  instruction  will  be  made  still  more  advpntageous, 
by  additional  facilities,  such  as,  practical  instruction  and  attention 
to  general  educational  branches.  Quizzing  by  mail.  For  particu- 
lars, address  Dr.  C.  H.  May,  202  East  58th  street,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Among  the  rapid  advances  made  in  the  production  of  the  various 
articles  appertaining  to  the  Armamentarium  Medicatrix  during  the 
past  decade,  nothing  has  been  more  prominent  or  conspicuous 
than  that  of  plasters,  absorbent  and  antiseptic  dressings,  cottons, 
lints,  gauzes,  &c.  &c.  To  Messrs.  Seabury  &  Johnson,  the  well 
known  manufacturing  chemists  of  New  York  and  London  is  due 
the  credit  of  this  wonderful  progress. 

They  have  devoted  many  years  to  the  study  and  improvements 
of  this  line  of  specialities,  and  to-day  they  stand  far  in  advanee  of 
all  competition. 

Wayne's  Diuretic  Elixir  is  highly  recommended  by  Prof.  W. 
F.  Glenn,  M.  D.,  of  Nashuille,  Tenn.,  one  of  the  most  successful 
practitioners  of  Genito-Urinary  Surgery  in  the  South  and  West. 
Read  his  testimonials  in  its  behalf.  He  has  been  practicing  this 
specialty  for  some  years,  lecturing  on  it  in  the  Medical  Depart- 
ment University  of  Tennessee  for  ten  years,  and  is  recognized  as 
an  authority. 

The  Cooper  Medical  College. — This  is  the  first  medical  col- 
lege established  on  the  Pacific  Slope.  It  is  a  magnificent  building, 
and  its  equipment  is  thorough  and  complete.  A  diploma  from  this 
college  is  a  passport  to  all  the  Universities  in  Europe.  In  the  an- 
nual catalogue  before  us,  we  read :  "The  objections  to  a  summer 
course,  which  obtain  on  the  Atlantic  border  are  entirely  unknown 
here.  The  heat  is  never  oppressive  or  enervating;  on  the  contrary, 
the  bracing  summer  winds  conduce  to  mental  activity.  The  dry- 
ness of  the  atmosphere  prevents  decomposition;  thus  dissecting 
can  be  carried  on  with  far  more  comfort  and  satisfaction  than 
during  the  winter  or  summer  in  other  climates.  The  course  begins 
in  June  and  ends  in  October — five  months." 


ABfEK  TISEMENTS. 
The  attention  of  Physicians  is  invited  to 

Wm.  S.  Warner  &  Co.'s 
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WABUEB  &  CO.'S 

TASTELESS    QUININE  TABLETS. 

Each  Tablet  contains  1  gr.  Tannate  of  Quinine  with  Chocolate. 
They  have  no  bitter  taste,  and  can  be  eaten  as  ordinary 
Chocolate.    Per  dozen  boxes,  of  30  Tablets  each,  $4.00. 

Wm.  R.  Warner  &  Co., 

MAKERS  OF  SOLUBLE  COATED  PILLS, 

Philadelphia  and  New  York. 
AGENTS.  J.  J.  TOBIN,  AUSTIN,  TEXAS. 


DR.  W.  J.  BURT. 

Late  Secretary  T.  S.  M.A. 


IN  MEMORIAM. 

Dr  Wm.  Jefferson  Burt,  Austin,  Texas. 

Died  July  10,  1886. 

Dr.  Hays  White  Moore,  Ft.  Worth,  Texas. 

Died  Sept.  26,  1886. 

Dr.  J oseph  S.  Willis,   Waco,  Texas. 

Died  July  6,  1887. 

Dr.  Thomas  M.  Stone,  Jasper,  Texas. 

Died  Sept.  14,  1886. 

Dr.  Albert  Welch,   Ferris,  Texas. 

Died  Sept.  26,  1886. 

Dr.  J.  T.  Meek,  Funis,  Texas. 

Died  Nov.  n,  1886. 

Dr.  James  Haley,  Moffatt,  Texas. 

Died  Feb.  20,  1887. 
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CASE  OF  GUN  SHOT  WOUND  OF  INTESTINES— RESECTION  OF 
BOWEL  -DEATH. 


RS.  ,  October  21,  shot  herself  with  suicidal  intent  at  4 


JLVJL  p.  rn.  The  bullet,  41  calibre,  entered  at  the  lower  edge  of 
the  right  hypochondrium,  and  was  afterwards  found  to  have  trav- 
ersed the  peritoneal  cavity,  missing  the  liver,  but  grazing  the  inter- 
ior or  peritoneal  surface  of  the  abdominal  parietes;  it  then  pene- 
trated the  ileum,  lodging  under  the  integuments. 

At  5:30  p.  m.  I  was  called  upon  by  Dr,  Lowry,who  had  first  seen 
the  patient,  to  operate.  There  was  some  collapse,  apparently  due 
to  hemorrhage;  pulse  fairly  good,  but  great  alarm  and  appre- 
hension. 

With  the  assistance  of  Drs.  Watts,  Lowry,  Kingsley,  Barnitz  and 
Johns,  I  made  a  laparotomy,  expecting  to  find  wounds  of  the  in- 
testine. 

An  incision  of  four  inches  was  made  in  the  linea  alba,  revealing 
large  hemorrhage  into  the  abdominal  cavity.    Very  careful  exami- 
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nation  was  made  of  the  whole  intestinal  tract,  which  discovered 
two  knuckles  of  ileum,  penetrated  by  the  bullet,  causing  four 
wounds,  all  within  a  length  of  bowel  of  about  three  inches. 

The  corresponding  portion  of  mesentery  having  been  secured  by 
forceps,  was  excised,  and  a  continuous  suture  made  this  absolutely 
secure.  The  portion  of  intestine  of  the  same  length,  held  in  for- 
ceps, was  separated  by  scissors,  and  the  two  ends  having  been 
carefully  adjusted,  the  enterorrhaphy  was  completed  by  two  rows  of 
Lembert's  suture,  the  whole  comprising  thirty-nine  sutures.  The 
hemorrhage  ceased  from  the  moment  that  the  mesenteric  supply 
was  cut  off  from  the  wounded  intestine. 

The  peritoneal  cavity  was  thoroughly  and  carefully  cleansed,  and 
the  abdominal  wound  closed  by  three  silver  wire,  and  four  silk 
sutures,  completing  the  operation  in  one  hour  and  fifty-five 
minutes. 

Her  condition  after  the  operation  was  not  satisfactory;  collapse, 
with  vomiting  ensued,  and  the  patient  died  at  i  a.  m.,  five  hours 
from  the  completion  of  the  operation. 


AN  IMMENSE  FIBROID,   INVOLVING    UTERUS  AND  OVARIES,  WITH  EX- 
TENSIVE adhesions;  exploratory  laparotomy. 

By  A.  W.  Acheson,  M.  D.,  Denison,  Texas. 
For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal, 
r  I  ^HE  case  of  Mrs.  Emma  Carse  is  interesting  from  the  fact  that 


1  a  previous  operation  had  been  attempted,  but  abandoned  for 
reasons  which  could  not  be  learned.  After  the  first  operation,  she 
got  out  of  bed  as  soon  as  her  physicians  left  the  room,  in  doing 
which  she  tore  out  one  or  two  of  the  stitches.  The  wound  re- 
mained gaping  for  some  ten  hours  before  her  bandages  were  un- 
loosed to  repair  it.  In  remonstrating  with  the  surgeons  for  not 
completing  the  operation,  she  learned  that  the  attachments  of  the 
tumor  were  too  great  to  justify  them  in  proceeding;  but  had  they 
known  she  could  endure  so  much  exposure  of  the  peritoneal  cavity 
as  she  had  undergone,  they  would  have  proceeded. 


A  UNIQUE  CASE. 
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She  sought  surgeon  after  surgeon  during  the  next  few  years,  even 
going  to  Philadelphia  to  consult  Dr.  Gross,  for  the  purpose  of  hav- 
ing the  tumor  removed.  But  all  declined  to  interfere,  partially  be- 
cause of  previous  failure,  but  chiefly  because  she  allowed  the  sur- 
geon no  latitude  of  judgement.  Her  idea  was,  to  remove  that 
tumor,  even  if  she  died  upon  the  table.  Her  life  was  of  secondary 
importance,  and  must  be  so  considered  by  the  surgeon.  Failing, 
after  years  of  search,  to  find  anybody  willing  to  operate  under  these 
conditions,  she  concluded  to  submit  to  an  exploratory  operation, 
with  the  assurance  that  if  it  were  possible  the  tumor  should  be  re- 
moved, but  if  not,  the  operation  to  be  abandoned. 

February  12,  1882,  an  incision  was  accordingly  made  in  the 
linea  alba  about  fourteen  inches  in  length,  so  as  to  satisfactorily 
expose  the  abdominal  contents.  Adhesions  were  found  so  numer- 
ous, particularly  around  the  bladder,  that  the  operation  was  dis- 
continued. • 

Four  hours  after  transferring  her  from  the  table  to  the  b?d  she 
was  visited,  and  found  sitting  up.  When  re-told  of  the  danger  of 
throwing  all  the  weight  of  the  abdominal  contents  on  the  stitches, 
she  stated  that  she  got  out  bed  an  half  hour  after  the  doctors  left, 
and  waved  her  handkerchief  from  the  window  to  some  friends  on 
the  train.  When  again  cautioned  with  regard  to  the  danger  of  get- 
ting up,  she  promised  to  lie  down,  and  stay  there;  yet  I  learned  af- 
terwards, that  she  sat  up  more  than  half  her  time;  that  she  planted 
her  garden  in  potatoes  at  the  end  of  the  first  week,  and  that  she 
climbed  upon  the  back  fence,  seven  feet  high,  on  the  eighth  day. 

On  October  28,  1884,  she  died.  Almost  her  last  expression  was: 
"Thank  God  I  don't  have  to  be  buried  with  this  bunch.  Doctor, 
recollect  your  promise." 

A  post-mortem  was  held  next  day  and  a  fibrous  tumor,  including 
both  womb  and  ovaries,  was  removed,  weighing  over  forty  pounds. 

Dr.  John  W.  Jackson  operated,  assisted  by  Dr.  Carson,  of  St. 
Louis,  and  myself. 

This  case  has  not  been  before  reported. 


Induce  every  M.  D.  to  subscribe  for  Daniel's  Texas  Medical 
Journal.    Only  $2  a  year,  in  advance. 
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TAIT'S  OPERATION— RECOYERY. 

By  B.  F.  Kings  ley,  M.  D.,  San  Antonio,  Texas. 


N  view  of  the  interest  attaching  to  the  subject  of  laparotomy  for 


_JL  various  causes,  allow  me,  in  accordance  with  your  suggestion, 
to  report  the  following  case. 

The  woman,  at  24,  one  child,  a  boy  5  years  old;  two  miscarriages  ; 
considerably  emaciated,  chronic  constipation;  a  history  of  general 
pelvic  inflammation.  Three  years  continuous  but  unavailing  treat- 
ment; womb  immobile. 

With  Dr.  Cupples  in  consultation,  the  diagnosis  of  my  sister, 
Josephine  Kingsley,  M.  D.,  was  confirmed,  and  her  opinion  that  an 
operation  was  the  only  means  of  relief,  was  endorsed.  Accordingly 
the  operation  was  decided  upon,  and  done,  March  13,  with  the  as- 
sistance of  Drs.  Cupples,  Watts,  Barnitz,  Johns,  Tyler,  and  J. 
Kingsley. 

A  three  inch  median  incision  was  made,  and  the  peritoneum 
opened  without  delay.  Everywhere  there  were  firm  adhesions.  The 
left  ovary  was  seized,  and  the  adhesions  broken  up  with  some  diffi- 
culty, the  tube  ligated  close  to  the  uterus,  and  removed.  It  was 
much  enlarged  on  a  cyst  as  large  as  a  hens  egg,  involving  the 
ovary  and  fimbriated  extremity  of  the  tube  in  its  origin;  there  were 
also  a  number  of  minute  cysts  studding  ovarian  stroma. 

The  right  ovary  and  tube  were  more  adherent;  and  rather  than 
break  up  the  adhesions  the  ovary  alone  was  detached, and  a  ligature 
placed  around  the  pavillion  of  the  tube,  and  the  ovary  removed, 
leaving  the  tube  in  situ;  first,  however,  a  small  hematoma  of  the 
broad  ligament,  the  size  of  a  hickory  nut,  was  ligated  and  cutaway. 
This  ovary  was  found  to  contain  two  pus  cavities,  filled,  one  with 
bloody  pus,  the  other  with  laudable  pus.  The  oozing  was  checked, 
and  the  wound  closed  in  the  usual  way.  The  only  antiseptic  pre- 
cautions being  a  careful  preparation  of  the  sponges,  and  boiled  water 
reduced  to  near  the  normal  temperature. 

Chloroform  vomiting  continued  for  five  days;  and  on  the  27th  an 
abscess  at  lower  deep  suture  point  (which,  by  the  way,  was  re- 
moved on  the  seventh  day)  had  developed  and  broken,  sending  the 
temperature  up  to  104:2,  which  became  normal  the  next  day  by 
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liberal  use  of  quinine,  and  a  dose  of  antipyrine.  I  attribute  the  ab- 
scess to  the  excessive  vomiting. 

The  patient  now  looks  and  feels  better  than  before  the  oper- 
ation. 

The  chief  features  of  interest  in  this  case  being,  the  complete 
failure  of  three  years  of  medication  and  five  Emmet's  operations, 
"catarrhal  phthisis"  or  lung  trouble,  which  was  supposed  to  be  a 
contra-indication  to  the  operation;  reluctance  of  her  previous  at- 
tending physicians  to  advise  operation;  the  rarity  and  unique  char- 
acter of  the  pathology  involved  in  the  case;  the  result  of  the  opera- 
tion, which  abundantly  confirmed  the  diagnosis;  the  protracted 
vomiting  and  abscess,  in  spite  of  which  she  is  making,  up  to  this 
point,  a  rapid  and,  to  her,  happy  recovery,  and  looks  and  feels  bet- 
ter than  before  the  operation. 
April  7,  1887. 


TWO  CASES  OF  CURIOUS  SEQUELLJE  IN  RHEUMATISM. 

Reported  by  Thomas  C.  Osbom,  M.  D,,  of  Cleburne,  Texas, 

Ex-Vice-President  and  Ex-President,  and  Corresponding  Member  of  the  Alabama 
State  Medical  Association;  Member  of  the  American  Medical  Association; 
Honorary  Member  Texas  State  Medical  Association;  Ex-President  of  the  Greens- 
bro,  Alabama  Medical  Society;  Ex-President  of  the  Lincoln  Parish  Medical 
Society;  President  of  the  Johnson  County  Medical  Society;  Member  of  the 
Tennessee  Medical  Society;  Honorary  Member  of  the  Atlanta  Academy  of 
Medicine;  Honorary  Member  of  the  Mobile  Pathological  Society;  Author  of 
*A  Peculiar  Appearance  of  the  Tongue  in  Malarial  Diseases,"  &c.  &c.  &. 

For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 

ABSTRACT  facts  are  wanted  by  medical  scientists  in  erecting 
and  completing  the  works  they  are  engaged  upon." 
"They  are  the  proper  persons  to  decide  upon  the  intrinsic  value 
of  the  points  presented  to  theii  inspection." 

"It  is  the  duty  of  the  workmen — call  them  hod-carriers,  if  you 
■choose — to  keep  them  well  supplied  with  suitable  materials  for  the 
structure  they  have  in  hand." 

For  many  years  I  have  been  deeply  impressed  with  the  truth  of 
the  foregoing  aphorisms,  and  having,  with  the  rest  of  the  medical 
profession,  a  profound  interest  in  progressive  literature,  and  as  my 
age  admonishes  me  of  the  night  of  coming  rest,  I  will  no  longer 
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delay  in  reporting  the  following  cases  of  rheumatism,  which,  al- 
though old  to  me,  have  been  nevertheless,  well  preserved  in  my 
keeping,  and  are  now  tendered  to  the  profession  in  the  hope  of 
serving  well — perhaps  as  key-stones  in  the  corollary  arches  some- 
where in  the  departments  of  pathology  and  physiology,  towards 
both  of  which  they  have  a  decided  bearing.  The  contribution  has 
been  held  in  abeyance,  hoping  to  see  in  the  records  other  cases  of 
a  similar  character,  but,  up  to  date,  I  have  seen  no  others  in  the 
course  of  my  reading.  I  do  not  mean  that  such  instances  have 
never  occurred  to  other  observers,  but  that,  if  they  have,  I  have 
failed  seeing  them  in  print. 

There  are  few  subjects  which  can  be  so  advantageously  discussed 
in  medical  journalism  as  that  of  rheumatism.  Not  alone  on  account 
of  its  frequent  occurrence,  and  broadcast  character — no  latitude,, 
nor  longitude  escaping  its  inflictions — but,  mainly,  because  of  its- 
erratic  nature,  and  intractable  duration  under  the  best  methods  de- 
vised for  its  management. 

It  is  known  to  have  a  decided  preference  for  some  portion  of  the 
fibrous  tissue,  especially  that  in  the  larger  articulations.  Its  erratic 
phase  is  very  often  observed.  Its  rapid  translation  to  some  one  of 
the  vital  organs,  probably  the  surroundings  of  the  heart,  is  some- 
times witnessed.  Its  heredity  is  so  confidently  asserted  as  to  make 
it  a  factor  in  matters  of  life  assurance.  Its  inflamatory  nature  can- 
not be  questioned;  and  its  resulting  deformities  can  often  be  safely 
predicted.  But  with  all  this,  its  intimate  pathology  is  still  in  doubt;, 
the  agent  producing  it,  materies  morbi,  micro-organism,  or  whatever 
it  is,  has  not  been  definitely  ascertained;  Roberts  saying,  "in  not  a 
few  instances  no  definite  cause  can  be  fixed  upon,  and  it  is  quite 
conceivable  that  processes  may  go  on  in  the  system,  which  gradu- 
ally tend  to  generate  an  amount  of  the  poison  sufficient  to  produce 
the  complaint;"  whilst  Guttman  was  unable  to  find  but  a  few  cases 
in  which  his  staphylococcus  aureus  seemed  to  be  the  cause  of  the 
disease.  There  is  no  positive  proof  of  its  infectiousness.  Its  sud- 
den translations,  differing  in  this  respect  from  ordinary  inflamations,. 
have  not  been  properly  accounted  for;  whilst  the  vast  difference 
manifested  in  its  disfiguring  effects  in  some  cases,  and  its  disorgan- 
izing results  in  others,  have  not  at  all  been  satisfactorily  elucidated- 
Nor  has  its  therapeusis  become  so  well  established  that  physicians- 
can  repose  much  confidence  in  its  successful  arrest. 
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With  these  prepatory  remarks  no  further  reasons  are  at  all  neces- 
sary in  detailing  the  cases  kept  so  long  under  consideration. 

Case  I.  Early  in  February,  1845,  in  Erie,  Greene  county,  Ala- 
bama, a  steamboat  landing  on  the  Warrior  river,  I  became  ac- 
quainted with  Mr.  Abbott,  a  neighboring  planter  in  Perry  county, 
whose  age  was  58  years 

To  casual  observers  he  appeared  to  be  well  preserved,  but  owing 
to  a  habit  he  had  of  covering  his  head  at  all  times  with  a  woolen 
shawl,  no  one  could  fail  to  see  that  something  was  seriously  wrong 
with  his  system.  In  the  course  of  our  conversation,  he  stated  that 
he  was  compelled  to  use  the  shawl  as  a  protection  against  the  vio- 
lence of  shocks  which  heavy  thunder,  or  other  loud  noises  produced 
upon  his  brain;  as,  when  he  was  not  so  protected,  he  would  be 
stunned,  as  from  a  blow  on  his  head,  and  fall  helplessly  to  the 
ground. 

Being  intensely  interested  in  this  rare  phenomenon,  it  was  but 
natural  with  me  to  wish  to  know  more  of  his  life  history,  and  as  he 
was  not  unwilling  to  gratify  my  curiosity,  he  made  for  me  the  fol- 
lowing statement : 

At  the  age  of  25  years  he  suffered  acutely  with  an  attack  of 
synovial  arthritis  in  the  right  knee  joint,  which,  at  the  end  of  one 
week,  suddenly  ceased  paining  him,  and  almost  instantly  afterward, 
a  violent  pain  occurred  in  the  top  of  his  head,  apparently  in  the 
bony  tissue,  near  the  intersection  of  the  sagital  and  lamdoidal 
sutures,  and  for  the  next  five  days  his  suffering  was  as  full  of  agoni- 
zing torture  as  it  had  been  when  the  knee  was  affected. 

The  seat  of  the  suffering  appeared  to  be  confined  to  a  small  spot, 
and  did  not  disturb  the  functions  of  the  brain.  There  were  swell- 
ing of  the  part,  and  intense  tenderness,  with  a  high  grade  of  fever; 
in  fact  the  fever  had  continued  the  same  as  when  the  joint  was 
affected.  At  the  end  of  the  fifth  day  the  pain  in  the  head  ceased 
as  suddenly  as  it  had  done  in  the  knee,  and  in  the  meantime,  the 
swelling  in  the  joint  had  entirely  subsided;  but  all  this  was  imme- 
diately followed  by  an  insatiable  thirst,  requiring  for  its  alleviation 
copious  draughts  of  water  frequently  repeated.  In  the  course  of  an 
hour  later  his  kidneys  assumed  extraordinary  activity,  and  the  flow 
of  urine  was  at  all  times  equal  to  the  water  consumed;  and  this 
condition  of  things  was  kept  up  persistently  the  rest  of  his  life,  or, 
more  correctly  speaking,  until  his  death  in  1859.    There  was  neither 
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anchylosis  nor  deformity  left  in  the  knee  joint,  nor  were  his  mental 
faculties  at  any  time  disturbed  or  seriously  clouded,  only  in  brood- 
ing anxieties  as  to  the  next  phase  of  the  erratic  disease. 

In  the  course  of  two  months  from  the  date  of  his  thirst,  there  ap- 
peared, at  the  spot  in  the  cranium  where  the  pain  had  been  seated, 
a  small  soft  spot,  which  continued  enlarging  in  every  direction,  un- 
til at  the  time  I  saw  him  all  the  parietalia,  the  os  occipitis  as  far 
down  as  its  protuberence,  and  the  os  frontis  on  a  line  with  the  su- 
percilliary  ridges,  were  totally  absorbed,  leaving  only  the  squamous 
portions  of  temporal  bones  to  interrupt  the  regular  curvature  of  the 
osseous  line  around  the  calvarium — the  bony  arch  had  entirely  dis- 
appeared— and  there  was  nothing  intervening  between  the  dura 
mater  and  the  superincumbent  muscular  and  tegumentary  tissues, 
over  which  there  still  remained  a  profusion  of  dark-colored  hair. 

For  thirty  years,  or  more,  this  disintegration  of  bone  had  been 
relentlessly  progressing,  without  otherwise  apparently  disturbing  any 
other  parts  of  his  organism  /  There  was  not  only  his  assurance  that 
he  consumed  three  gallons  of  water  every  24  hours,  with  an  equal 
quantity  of  urinary  flow,  but  I  was  likewise  cognizant  of  the  facts. 
We  took  a  three  gallon  bucket  of  water  and  placed  it  beside  his 
bed  at  8  o'clock  p.  m.,  and  set  another  bucket  of  the  same  size  in 
the  room  to  catch  the  urine;  and  at  8  o'clock  p.  m.  the  next  day, 
the  water-bucket  was  empty,  whilst  the  other  bucket  was  full  of 
urine. 

An  unvarying  custom  of  Mr.  Abbott  was  to  lie  down,  or  be 
seated  on  the  approach  of  thunder  storms,  as  a  protection  against 
the  sudden  shocks  and  falls  which  would  result,  and  this  habit  had 
been  adopted  after  several  sad  experiences. 

He  had  a  family  of  children,  some  of  whom  were  grown,  and  one 
ot  these  accompanied  him  whenever  he  went  traveling.  Every 
year  he  made  a  trip  by  steamboat  to  Mobile  to  see  after  the  sales 
of  his  cotton  crops,  and  to  purchase  necessary  supplies  for  family 
and  plantation  uses.  Those  were  days  when  commission  merchants 
controlled  the  entire  selling  and  purchasing  business  for  nearly 
everybody  in  the  country  for  hundreds  of  miles  away.  But  now  all 
this  is  radically  changed,  and  we  thank  the  Radicals  for  it. 

In  reviewing  this  strange  freak  of  rheumatism,  may  we  not  con- 
ceive that  the  several  translations  in  its  course  were,  first  from  the 
synovial  tissue  of  the  knee-joint,  to  the  diploe  of  the  cranial  bones; 
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and  next,  from  the  diploe  to  the  tubuli  uriniferi  of  one  or  both  kid- 
neys? Or,  as  he  had  never  suffered  with  much  distress  in  the  lum- 
bar regions,  should  we  conclude  that  the  activity  of  the  renal  or- 
gans was,  in  a  great  measure,  compensatory  in  function,  to  offset 
the  enormous  quantity  of  water  consumed?  In  the  latter  supposi- 
tion it  would  seem  necessary  to  infer  that  the  second  translation 
was  directed  to  the  absorbent  system;  in  which  case  there  would, 
of  course,  be  more  or  less  emaciation  of  the  whole  body.  But  as 
he  was  well  preserved  in  body,  save  only  the  osseous  disintegration, 
we  are  left  to  conclude  that  the  thirst  was  due  to  the  preternatural 
activity  of  the  kidneys. 

Aside  from  either  hypothesis,  I  am  impressed  with  the  conviction 
that  cases  of  translations  of  rheumatism  are  only  seen  where  the 
original  site  is  in  the  synovial  tissue;  and  many  cases  subsequent  to 
this  one  have  served  to  confirm  the  opinion. 

It  is,  I  think,  equally  certain  that  when  the  attack  is  made  on 
any  one  portion  of  the  endo-ostium,  there  will  in  all  probability  be 
more  or  less  erratic  translation  observed,  and  the  result  will  be, 
aside  from  pericardial  determination,  either  mollities  ossium  from 
inordinate  absorption  of  bone,  or  an  imperfect  secretion  of  phos- 
phate of  lime,  or  in  defective  ossification;  or  of  absorption  of 
medullary  tissue,  constituting  brittle  bone;  or,  if  connected  with  a 
syphilitic  taint,  a  resulting  sarcoma  in,  or  near  the  part  affected; 
for  the  simple  reason  that  the  endo-ostium  is  an  absorbing  tissue, 
and  there  can  hardly  be  a  doubt  that  in  diploe  there  is  an  abundance 
of  endo-ostium  involved. 

In  other,  and  terser  language,  the  synovial  and  endo-ostial  tissues 
belong  to  the  same  system,  and  serve  parallel  purposes. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  equally  probable  that  when  the  seat  of 
rheumatism  is  confined  to  the  periostium,  the  resulting  evils  will  be 
in  the  form  of  exostoses;  or  nodosities;  or  caries  and  suppuration, 
or  exfoliation;  or  anchylosis  and  distortion  of  the  joints. 

One  other  proposition  has  forcibly  impressed  itself  upon  my 
mind,  which  has  not  been  seen  by  me  in  any  treatise  on  rheuma- 
tism, and  that  is,  where,  after  an  acute  inflamatory  attack  of  the 
disease,  there  is  any  one  of  the  results  mentioned  in  the  foregoing 
paragraphs,  there  is  never  a  subsequent  attack  of  the  inflamatory  form 
in  the  same  individual,  but  an  almost  continuous  form  of  the 
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chronic  variety,  in  which  the  muscular  or  tendonous  systems  seem 
to  have  an  inordinate  share. 

Case  II.  On  the  plantation  belonging  to  the  late  Col.  Samuel 
Pickens,  known  as  his  "Cane-brake  place,"  in  Hale  county,  Ala- 
bama, whilst  on  my  rounds  in  the  quarter  visiting  sick  negroes  in 
the  year  1859,  it  was  proposed  by  Mr.  I.  S.  High,  the  intelligent 
and  humane  superintendent,  that  I  should  go  into  the  nursery-room, 
which  we  were  at  the  moment  passing,  and  see  what  he  called  a 
pathological  curiosity. 

The  subject  was  a  small-sized  negro  man,  and  was  introduced  to 
me  as  Lewis,  aged  36  years,  who  had  been,  for  the  last  20  years, 
prone  and  stiff  and  straight  upon  his  bed,  with  anchylosis  of  every 
joint  in  his  body,  except  the  maxillary  articulations,  and  a  very 
slight  lateral  motion  in  the  right  wrist-joint.  He  was  quite  helpless, 
and  rigid  as  a  log  of  wood.  His  legs  were  straight  and  fixed  close 
to  each  other,  and  there  was  no  contraction  of  either  feet  or  toes. 
The  left  arm  rested  diagonally  across  his  abdomen,  with  the 
cramped  hand  and  fingers  settled  near  the  right  illiac  region.  The 
right  arm  was  bent  across  the  chest,  the  thumb  and  index  finger 
nearly  straight  and  closely  parallel,  whilst  the  three  remaining 
fingers  were  tightly  drawn  upon  the  palm — the  hand  resting  on  the 
left  nipple;  and  with  a  wooden  padle  ten  inches  long  placed  as 
occasion  required  between  the  thumb  and  finger,  and  from  a  plate 
or  pan  of  food  resting  on  his  left  arm  and  chest,  he  could  and  pre- 
fered  feeding  himself  at  meal  times. 

Lifting  him  at  the  head  or  feet  was  as  raising  a  log  on  end.  And 
yet  this  man,  in  this  condition,  claimed  that  he  was  not  a  totally 
useless  being  in  that  busy  hive  of  negroes  !  His  lower  jaw  had  its 
natural  motion;  his  eyes  sparkled  with  intelligence,  and  his  tongue 
and  lips  tripped  glibly  over  words  in  sprightly  conversation.  His 
memory  was  tenacious.  His  voice  was  soft  and  easily  modulated, 
and  he  was  at  all  times  ready  to  take  a  part  in  talking  with  cheer- 
ful visitors,  especially  on  subjects  pertaining  to  religion,  or  in  ref- 
erence to  himself.  One  of  his  vain  points  was  in  repeating  from 
memory  alone,  verse  about,  with  any  person,  in  the  Bible;  banter- 
ing the  reader  to  skip  anywhere  in  the  volume,  read  any  verse  he 
or  she  might  select,  and  he  would  repeat  the  next  one  above  or 
below  it,  if  it  was  wished,  and  give  the  book,  chapter,  and  number 
of  the  verses  recited.    All  this  he  had  learned  by  ear,  and  did  not 
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know  a  letter  by  sight  in  the  alphabet.  He  seemed  proud  of  his 
ability  to  be  of  service  in  the  house,  and,  in  proof  of  this,  he 
claimed  the  privilege  of  rocking  all  the  cradles  in  the  long  nursery 
when  the  mothers  of  the  babies  were  absent  at  work  in  the  fields. 
To  do  this  was  an  amusement  as  well  as  pleasure  to  him;  and  he 
also  prided  himself  in  telling  the  age  of  every  child  that  had  been 
born  on  the  quarter  since  his  confinement. 

The  method  adopted  for  rocking  the  cradles  was  an  invention  of 
his  own,  and  consisted  in  lashing  the  cradles  in  a  row,  side  by  side, 
and  with  a  leading  string  from  the  nearest  fixed  between  his  thumb 
and  finger,  the  little  lateral  motion  of  the  wrist  was  just  sufficient 
to  set  the  whole  number  in  gentle  agitation. 

He  was  indeed  a  great  curiosity  to  me.  So  much  so  that  I  grew 
deeply  interested  in  the  following  history  of  his  affliction;  and  now 
to  the  scientist  the  really  strangest  part  of  this  phenominal  being  is 
yet  to  be  given. 

At  the  age  of  16  years  he  was  attacked  with  inflammatory  rheu- 
matism in  the  right  knee  and  leg;  then  in  the  right  shoulder  and 
arm;  then  in  left  limbs  successively,  until  his  entire  body  was  sym- 
metrically afflicted  with  the  disease,  suffering  excruciating  agonies, 
accompanied  with  a  high  grade  of  fever,  and  considerable  emacia- 
tion. This  condition  lasted  for  three  months  or  longer,  and  ter- 
minated in  progressive  anchylosis  of  all  his  joints,  except  those 
already  designated.  His  growth  was  arrested,  but  his  mental  facul- 
ties, his  appetite  and  digestion,  thirst,  and  daily  defecations,  were 
left  in  an  unmolested  condition  during  the  remaining  years  of  his 
life,  •  His  respiration,  and  the  movements  of  his  heart  were  normal, 
but  the  respiration  was  exclusively  abdominal,  the  chest  being  as 
fixed  as  a  metallic  box. 

On  exposing  his  body,  I  found  the  skin  ashy  and  harsh  every- 
where except  the  abdomen  and  face.  The  muscles  were  hard,  and 
considerably  shrunken;  the  bones  were  slightly  enlarged,  the  ribs 
stationary,  and  there  was  no  softness  found  except  on  the  abdomen 
and  face — the  abdomen  neither  shrunken  nor  full.  He  had  not, 
since  his  confinement,  perspired,  only  on  the  soft  parts  already 
noticed. 

At  short  distances  apart  on  his  legs,  back,  arms,  and  thorax, 
there  were  many  nodosities,  in  sizes  varying  from  a  buck-shot  to 
that  of  a  medium  orange,  the  largest  and  greatest  abundance  being 
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located  upon  the  legs,  and  next  on  the  shoulders  and  arms — the 
nodes  giving  to  my  hand  the  feeling  of  bone.  On  the  chest  and 
head  they  were  numerous,  but  smaller.  The  superficial  veins,  the 
cephalic  vein  and  the  radial  and  ulnar  arteries,  were  like  bony 
ridges,  in  some  places  enlarged  to  the  size  of  a  man's  thumb,  and 
on  the  limbs,  hands  and  feet,  the  muscles  were  like  so  many  hard 
pieces  of  wood.  It  was  left  to  conjecture  whether  the  vessels  con- 
veyed blood  to  and  from  the  heart,  for  such  a  thing  as  feeling  the 
current  waves  in  either  artery  or  vein  was  entirely  obscured.  The 
functions  of  the  kidneys  were  normal,  and  the  genital  organs  had 
escaped  any  part  in  the  infliction.  He  had  never  been  tainted  with 
venereal  infection,  nor  did  ne  manifest  an  ordinary  share  of  sensual 
propensity. 

This  man  was  alive  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1865,  but  I  lost 
sight  of  him  after  the  termination  of  the  war. 

In  submitting  this  report  to  those  medical  scientists  for  whom  it 
is  prepared,  I  claim  having  only  attempted  portraying  the  cases 
with  artistic  fidelity,  irrespective  of  scenic  drapery  or  relief,  except 
such  as  I  thought  necessary  to  attract  a  favorable  interest  in  the 
striking  peculiarities  of  the  sequellae;  and  therefore,  the  mechani- 
cal execution  of  the  pictures  may  be  open  to  justifiable  criticism. 
Be  that  as  it  may,  I  will  still  retain  a  conscientious  satisfaction  in 
the  reality  of  having  performed  a  sacred  duty  to  the  profession  of 
medicine,  even  though  I  am  liable  to  the  censure  of  having  un- 
necessarily delayed  its  performance  for  so  great  a  length  of  time. 


A  COMPOUND  COMMINUTED  FRACTURE  OF  THE  FRONTAL  BONE, 
WITH  LOSS  OF  BRAIN  SUBSTAN  CE— RECOYERY. 

By  R.  C.  Nettles,  M.  D.,  Marlin,  Texas, 

For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 

BENNIE  PIERSON,  a  deaf  mute,  aged  6  years  3  months,  was 
with  his  father  in  the  lot  about  7  o'clock  on  the  morning  of 
the  8th  of  November,  1886,  Going  up  behind  and  striking  a  mule 
colt  he  was  kicked  inihe  forehead,  just  above  the  nasal  eminence, 
suffering  a  compound  comminuted  fracture  of  the  frontal  bone. 
Upon  going  to  him  his  father  found  him  getting  up,  somewhat 
stunned,  but  conscious.    He  was  borne  into  the  house  and  laid  upon 
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a  pallet.  Dr.  J.  C.  Daniel,  the  family  physician,  saw  him  in  less 
than  an  hour.  He  found  a  gaping  wound,  which  had  bled  freely 
and  was  filled  with  clotted  blood,  entangling  some  brain  substance. 
Recognizing  the  gravity  of  the  accident,  without  further  examina- 
tion he  asked  for  surgical  counsel  and  assistance. 

He  says  the  little  fellow  was  entirely  conscious,  but  owing  to  his 
deafness  he  could  not  converse  with  him.  He  was  restless  and  had 
vomited  four  or  five  times.  He  noticed  slight  twitchings  of  some 
of  the  muscles,  but  no  convulsions.  He  administered  %  grain 
morphine,  which  quieted  him. 

I  reached  the  patient  at  2  p.  m.  and  found  Dr.  Whatley  also  with 
Dr.  Daniel.  The  patient  was  lying  quietly  asleep.  When  touched 
he  opened  his  eyes  and  looked  around  intelligently.  We  first 
washed  his  face  and  forehead,  against  which  he  protested  vigor- 
ously, getting  up  on  his  feet  and  requiring  to  be  held  in  his  fathers 
arms.  Dr.  Whatley  administered  chloroform.  Upon  examining 
the  wound  we  found  it  situated  about  three  quarters  of  an  inch 
above  the  eyebrows,  in  length  two  inches,  crescentic  in  shape,  like 
the  toe  of  the  colt's  hind  foot.  Entangled  in  the  clotted  blood  fill- 
ing the  wound,  there  was  about  a  fluid  drachm  of  gray  brain  sub- 
stance. 

Clearing  out  the  wound,  we  found  the  frontal  bone  fractured, and 
the  lower  edge  of  the  fractured  portion  driven  backward  a  half 
inch.  Failing  to  get  this  in  position  with  the  elevator,  without  en- 
dangering the  membranes  on  the  rough  edge  of  the  fractured  bone, 
Dr.  Daniel  assisting  me,  I  enlarged  the  scalp  wound,  and  applying 
the  trephine  on  the  sound  bone,  took  out  a  three  quarter  button, 
which  permitted  the  depressed  portion  to  be  easily  elevated.  Find- 
ing the  piece  completely  fractured  all  around,  and  simply  held  in 
position  by  an  attachment  of  dura  mater  above,  not  sufficient  to 
maintain  its  nutrition,  we  removed  it  entirely,  with  several  frag- 
ments and  spiculae  found  under  it.  In  the  left  angle  of  the  wound 
the  membranes  showed  a  small  laceration,  with  clots  in  the  mouths 
of  the  wounded  arteries.  A  sharp  crust  of  bone  was  made  smooth 
with  the  forceps,  a  drainage  tube  laid  across  the  wound,  with  its 
ends  emerging  at  the  angles,  and  the  scalp  was  adjusted  with  silk 
interrupted  sutures.  The  whole  operation  was  done  in  the  strict- 
est antiseptic  mode,  we  using  solutions  of  carbolic  acid  1  to  20, 
and  corrosive  sublimate  1  to  2000.    The  wound  was  dusted  with 


4U 


DANIEL' S  TEXAS  MEDICAL  JOURNAL. 


iodoform,  over  which  was  applied,  ist  iodoform  gauze,  2nd  corro- 
sive sublimate  gauze,  with  antiseptic  cotton  and  rubber  protective, 
and  this  dressing  secured  with  a  roller  bandage. 

The  piece  of  bone  removed  was  two  inches  long,  by  one  inch 
wide,  and  had  across  its  center  the  markings  of  the  frontal  suture. 

One  hour  after  the  operation  the  patient's  pulse  was  106.  On 
the  9th  he  had  fever,  pulse  135,  temperature  not  taken.  Dr.  Daniel 
administered  drop  doses  of  tinct.  aconite  until  eight  doses  had  been 
given,  when  fever  subsided  and  pulse  came  down  to  no,  above 
which  it  did  not  afterwards  go.  On  the  morning  of  10th,  pulse  was 
100.  That  night  he  had  slight  fever  and  was  restless.  He  was 
given  }i  grain  morphine.  After  this  he  had  no  more  fever,  nor 
medicine  of  any  kind.  His  bowels  were  moved  by  enema  once. 
On  the  10th  he  was  up  and  could  not  be  kept  in  bed.  On  account 
of  being  deaf  he  could  not  be  made  to  understand  the  situation  and 
the  necessity  of  being  quiet. 

I  visited  the  patient  again  on  the  seventh  day.  He  was  running 
about  the  house  and  met  me  at  the  door.  The  first  dressing  had 
not  been  disturbed.  Upon  removing  it  there  was  a  small  amount 
of  broken  down  brain  substance  in  the  drainage  tube  in  the  left 
angle  of  the  wound.  There  was  no  pus,  nor  bad  odor.  The  ab- 
sorbent and  antiseptic  dressing  was  stained  reddish  with  the  san- 
guinolent  oozing,  and  the  scalp  wound  was  entirely  healed. 

The  dressing  was  applied  again  antiseptically  as  before,  the  drain- 
age tube  being  left  in  position.  This  second  dressing  was  removed 
one  week  afterwards  by  Dr.  Daniel,  who  subsequently  had  the  pa- 
tient under  observation.  The  drainage  tube  was  kept  in  the  wound 
three  weeks,  when  it  was  withdrawn,  and  the  wound  healed  up 
kindly,  leaving  a  space  like  a  large  fontanelle.  He  has  suffered  no 
symptoms  up  to  the  present  time  and  is  now  quite  well, 
Martin,  Texas,  March  ji,  1887. 


A  DOCTOR'S  ROUGH  EXPERIENCE  WITH  THE  "LAW." 

By  R.  G.  Williams,  M.  D.,  Whitney,  Texas. 

For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 

IN  the  summer  of    1882  I  was  summoned  to  accompany  the 
magistrate  and  a  jury  a  distance  of  five  miles  in  the  country, 
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to  examine  a  woman  who  it  was    supposed  had  but  a  few  days 
previous  given  birth  to  an  infant.    I  refused  to  go,  and  was  then 
notified  by  the  magistrate  if  I  persisted  in  my  refusal  to  go  he 
would  fine  me  $25  for  contempt..  I  decided  to  go. 
The  history  of  this  case  is  as  follows: 

A  married  woman  with  her  husband  had  living  with  them  an  un- 
married sister,  about  24  years  of  age.  Tnese  three  were  strangers 
in  our  section,  and  for  about  ten  days  occupied  an  old  log  cabin  in 
a  field.  They  disappeared  as  unexpectedly  as  they  came.  The 
day  after  departure  some  boys,  while  out  hunting,  found,  a  short 
distance  from  this  old  cabin,  a  dead  baby,  hidden  beneath  a  pile  of 
corn-stalks.  These  stalks  had  been  fired,  but  being  rather  green 
had  but  partially  burned.  The  news  of  the  find  soon  spread,  and 
at  once  the  magistrate,  with  his  jury,  repaired  to  the  designated 
place,  where,  too  true,  the  body  of  a  dead  infant  was  found.  The 
body  was  brought  to  town,  and  properly  viewed,  (no  M.  D.  asked 
to  examine  and  tell  if  the  baby  was  born  dead  or  alive)  and  de- 
cently buried. 

The  next  effort  made  was  to  find  the  defaulting  family.  They 
were  located  about  five  miles  away.  We,  that  is,  the  magistrate, 
and  jury,  myself,  and  about  one  dozen  curiosity  seekers,  were  soon 
face  to  face  with  the  supposed  infant  murderer.  I  was  requested,  I 
prefer  to  say  ordered,  by  the  magistrate  to  make  every  effort  in  my 
power  to  discover  if  either  woman  had  quite  recently  given  birth 
to  a  child.    The  crowd  retired,  leaving  me  with  the  two  women. 

I  told  them  they  were  under  arrest  for  the  murder  of  an  infant, 
and  as  a  physician,  I  would  advise  that  the  one  suspected,  and  who 
all  along  had  remained  in  bed  under  cover,  should  permit  me  to 
make  a  vaginal  examination.  This  was  pointedly  refused.  How- 
ever, after  much  parleying,  I  was  permitted  to  examine  her  breasts. 
These  were  full  and  well  distended,  and  I  saw  sufficient  evidence 
for  me  to  state  she  had  recently  given  birth  to  a  child,  but  that  if 
she  would  permit  a  vaginal  examination,  I  might  decide  to  the  con- 
trary. She  finally  gave  her  consent,  and  I  found  a  large  uterus,  a 
slightly  dilated  cervix,  a  large  patulous  os,  and  a  free  lochial  dis- 
charge. I  at  once  told  her  she  had  recently,  within  the  past  five 
days,  given  birth  to  a  child.  She  admitted  to  having  had  a  baby 
two  years  previous.  Finding  she  could  not  deceive  me,  she  said  it 
was  true,  she  had  given  birth  to  a  baby,  and  had  placed  it  where 
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found.  She  then  asked  me  what  the  law  would  do  with  her.  I  an- 
swered I  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  law,  but  as  there  was  a  lawyer 
in  the  crowd  outside,  I  would  send  him  in.  This  lawyer,  though 
by  no  means  smart,  had  shrewdness  sufficient  to  advise  her  to  say 
the  baby  was  born  dead,  and  that  she  burried  it  where  found. 

As  we  have  no  law  compelling  certain  burial  forms,  this  woman 
was  acquitted. 

The  ride  of  five  miles,  two  or  three  hundred  words,  and  finally  an 
examination,  consumed  the  time  between  the  hours  of  2  p.  m.  and 
8  p.  m.  I  made  out  the  paltry  bill  of  $5.00  and  had  it  duly  pre- 
sented to  that  august  body,  the  County  Commissioners,  who,  after 
an  hour's  debate  upon  the  subject,  decided  I  was  not  entitled  to 
any  fee. 

AGAIN. 

On  the  21st  of  this  month,  March,  1887,  ^  was  summoned  by  a 
constable  to  appear  before  the  grand  jury  at  an  early  hour  on  the 
morning  of  the  28th  inst.  I  answered  I  would  not  go;  he  said  if  I 
did  not  go  I  would  certainly  be  fined,  as  the  district  judge  had  in- 
formed the  grand  jury  that  if  any  one  dared  to  disobey  their  sum- 
mons, to  report,  and  he  would  let  them  feel  the  weight  of  the  law. 
So  I  no  longer  hesitated.  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  28th  I  could 
have  been  seen,  hurriedly  driving  for  the  capitol  of  our  county,  14 
miles  away,  yet  at  10  a.  m.  I  reported  to  the  officer  of  the  day,  that 
I  was  ready  and  willing  to  tell  the  grand  jury  my  every  and  inner- 
most thoughts.  He  answered,  "they  would  not  assemble  until 
1  p.  m." 

At  1  p.  m.  I  was  at  the  door  of  the  grand  jury  room,  where  I,, 
with  many  others,  were  patiently  awaiting  our  turn,  when  at  3:40  a 
member  of  the  grand  jury  shoved  the  crown  of  his  head  out  of  the 
door,  saying:  "Dr.  Williams,  we  have  decided  you  know  nothing 
that  will  benefit  us,  so  now  you  can  return  home. 

After  many  thanks  and  well  wishes  for  their  future  happiness,  I 
drove  hastily  home,  reaching  my  own  fig  tree  about  6  p.  m.,  to  find 
that  at  9  a.  m.,  I  had  received  a  call  to  an  obstetric  case;  at  12:30 
p.  m.,  had  a  call  to  a  child  in  town,  and  at  3  p.  m.,  a  call  two  miles 
out  in  country. 

This  was  not  a  very  pleasant  reflection  to  me,  to  know  I  had 
ridden  28  miles;  had  remained  for  three  hours  near  the  door  of  the 
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assembled  jurymen;  to  finally  be  told  I  was  not  needed;  to  pay 
hotel  and  stable  bill,  and  to  know  I  had  lost  $14  by  enforced 
absence. 


PROGRAMME  :  TEXAS  STATE  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

The  nineteenth  annual  convention  of  the  Texas  State  Medical 
Association  will  be  held  in  Austin  the  last  week  in  this  month,  be- 
ginning Tuesday  26th,  and  continuing  four  days. 

The  railroad  rate  secured  for  delegates  is  two  cents  a  mile  each 
way. 

On  arrival,  delegates  will  be  furnished  by  representatives  of  the 
Reception  Committee,  with  cards,  giving  the  name,  street  address 
and  rates,  of  the  principal  hotels  and  boarding  houses.  Five  hun- 
dred of  these  cards  were  sent  out  on  nth.  Tuesday  morning,  dele- 
gates will  assemble  at  the  Capitol,  where  they  will  pay  their  dues 
and  register;  they  will  then  be  furnished  with  badges  and  certifi- 
cates of  membership. 

The  exercises  will  be  opened  by  prayer  by  Rev.  T.  B.  Lee,  Rec- 
tor of  St.  David's,  Episcopal,  Church.  An  address  of  welcome  will 
be  delivered  by  the  Hon.  Jno.  W.  Robertson,  Mayor  of  Austin,  and 
by  Col.  T.  S.  Maxey  on  behalf  of  the  citizens,  and  also  by  a  rep- 
resentative of  Travis  County  Medical  Association,  on  behalf  of  the 
medical  profession  of  Travis  county. 

It  is  impossible  to  give  the  order  of  exercises  for  each  day — as 
we  go  to  press  before  Chairmen  and  Secretaries  of  Sections  can 
make  their  reports  to  the  General  Committee  of  Arrangements,  in- 
asmuch as  papers  may  be  received  by  them  as  late  as  the  15th;  but 
delegates  will  find,  on  arrival,  completed  programmes  in  pamphlet 
form,  as  usual. 

The  social  features  of  the  programme  consist  of:  Tuesday  even- 
ing 26th,  a  general  reception  at  Hall  of  House  of  Representatives, 
by  the  profession  of  Austin  and  citizens,  assisted  by  the  ladies  of 
the  German-American  Ladies'  Aid  Society,  with  music  and  refresh- 
ments.   Wednesday  evening  27th,  His  Excellency  Governor  Ross 
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will  receive  delegates  and  their  ladies  at  the  Executive  Mansion, 
from  8  to  12,  Thursday  evening,  President's  address  at  Capitol  at 
8:30.  Friday  evening,  reception  at  the  University  of  Texas  and  at 
the  Institute  for  the  Blind.  The  managers  of  the  new  capitol 
building  will  extend  invitations  to  the  delegates  to  visit  and  inspect 
the  building,  going  all  over  the  immense  structure  with  them,  as 
guides. 

Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal  will  issue  a  daily  edition 
during  the  convention.  % 


Van  Zandt  County  Medical  Society. — At  the  last  meeting  of 
this  aciive  organization  Dr.  W.  B.  Watkins  of  Wills  Point  was  elec- 
ted President  and  Dr.  W.  G.  Johnson  of  Canton,  Secretary. 


Travis  County  Medical  Society;  At  the  regular  monthly  meet- 
ing of  T.  C.  Med.  Soc.  April  7th,  seven  new  members  were  added: 
to-wit  Drs.  R.  S.  Gregg  and  W.  T.  Richmond,  of  Manor,,  Dr.  F.  R. 
Martin  of  Kyle,  Dr.  H.  H.  Thorpe  of  Liberty  Hill,  Dr.  J.  W.  Ham- 
ilton of  Hornsby's,  Dr.  S.  B.  Hill  of  Webberville  and  Dr.  J.  O.  Lew- 
right  of  Austin.  Two  of  these  gentlemen  are  members  of  the  State 
Association,  the  other  five  will  join  at  the  meeting. 


Personal. — Our  distinguished  President,  T.  S.  M.  A.,  Dr.  T.  H. 
Nott,  of  Goliad,  honored  the  Journal  office  with  a  visit  last  week, 
in  company  with  Dr.  Cupples,  of  San  Antonio.  We  regret  to  ob- 
serve that  the  Doctor's  general  health  is  seriously  impaired  by  want 
of  necessary  rest — incident  to  a  large  and  very  laborious  country 
practice.  He  has  gone  to  Waco  to  spend  the  few  remaining  days, 
ere  the  Convention  meets  :  but,  like  the  thrifty  farmer,  who  wanted 
the  men  to  "clean  up  the  yard,"  while  they  were  "  resting,"  we 
fear,  the  Doctor  will  not  be  able  to  get  much  repose.  We  sincerely 
hope,  he  may  be  able  to  be  with  us  and  to  give  the  Association  one 
of  his  ablest  efforts. 

We  are  pleased  to  acknowledge  a  visit  also  from  Dr.  Garwood,  of 
Bastrop,  Drs.  Heire  and  Burleson,  of  Webberville,  and  several 
other  distinguished  members  of  the  profession. 


AD  VER  TI SEMEN TS. 


PHILLIPS'  PALATABLE  COD-LIVER  OIL 

By  reason  of  its  high  standard  of  excellence,  reliability,  and  uniformity,  which  has 
been  maintained  since  its  introduction,  enjoys  the  confidence  of  many  physicians.  It 
exhibits  the  most  minute  division  of  the  oil-globules  yet  attained  in  an  emulsion, 
and  by  reason  of  its  perfect  miseibility  in  milk,  water,  or  other  fluid,  it  is 
easy  of  administration  or  assimilation. 
As  it  presents  many  features  of  superiority,  physicians  still  unacquainted  with  it 

are  respectfully  urged  to  examine  it.  

ATTENTION  IS  ALSO  ASKED  TO 

PHILLIPS'  DIGESTIBLE  COCOA. 

It  furnishes  a  reliable  article  of  diet  for  the  sick  room,  and  a  suitable  substitute  for 
Tea  or  Coffee  for  every  day  use.  The  fat  of  the  Cocoa  (usually  the  disturbing  ele- 
ment) is  herein  digested  by  means  of  Pancreatine,  and  there  is  none  of  the  feeling  of 
heaviness,  depression  and  headache  (so  common  after  drinking  the  ordinary  Cocoas 
or  Chocolates),  following  the  use  of  this  preparation.  It  makes  a  delicious  bever- 
age, and  is  nourishing  to  a  high  degree.  It  is  often  digested  when  milk  or  oth- 
er nutrients  cause  distress,  and  therefore  becomes  a  superior  food  in  irritable  condi- 
tions of  the  stomach. 


IPBCIZLiX/XIFS7 

FHOSPHO-MURXATB  OP  QUININE 

(COMPOUND). 

A  Eeliable  General  Tonic  and  Antiperiodic.  We  are  now  introducing  this  elegant 
combination  of  our  Wheat  Phosphates,  with  Quinine,  Iron,  and  Strychnia,  and  ask 
an  examination  of  it  by  the  Medical  Profession.  It  will  be  found  efficacious  in  a 
large  class  of  Pathological  conditions.   Circulars  and  samples  supplied. 

Our  preparations  are  to  be  had  of  druggists  generally. 

MILK  OF  MAGNESIA  —An  Antacid. 

WHEAT-PHOSPHATES  (Acid).— A  Nutrient  Tonic. 

The  Chas.  H.  Phillips  Chemicl  Co.,  30  Piatt  St.,  New  York. 


Over-Dosed  Physicians 


From  all  quarters  physicians  express  their  disgust  at  the  over- 
dose of  Baby  Food  advertising  they  have  had  the  past  year. 

Doctor  :  Will  you  please  note,  that  for  three  years  there  has 
NEVER  been  an  advertisement  of  Nestle's  food  in  a  daily  paper 
in  the  United  States.  In  NO  Medical  journal  has  there  appeared 
a  hired  analysis  statement,  deprecating,  by  assertion  or  insinuation 
any  other  food.  By  its  OWN  INHERENT  MERIT  Nestle's  Milk 
food  has  commended  itself  to  the  confidence  of  the  Medical  pro- 
fession, so  that  to-day  it  is  regarded  by  the  profession  as  the  best 
substitute  for  mother's  milk. 

It  does  not  agree  with  EVERY  child,  but  it  DOES  agree  with  a 
larger  per  centage  of  infants  than  any  other  infant's  food. 

Should  this  notice  meet  the  eye  of  any  Doctor  who  has  net  used 
Nestle's  Milk  Food,  a  sample  and  pamphlet  by  Prof.  Lebert  will  be 
sent  on  application  to 


THOMAS  LEEMING  St  CO.,  New  York. 


AD  VER  TISEMENTS. 


% 


COMBINATIONS  FOR 
HORSFORD'SACID  PHOSPHATE 


As  the  "Acid  Phosphate"  of  Prof.  Horsford  is  more  extensively  used,  one  of  its 
characteristic  qualities,  that  of  an  adjuvant,  becomes  better  known  and  appreciated. 
The  experience  of  physicians  of  the  vai-ious  schools,  shows  that  it  combines  readily 
and  very  effectively  with  a  great  variety  of  other  remedial  agents.  It  is  a  superior 
substitute  for  the  officinal  Phos.  Acid.  Dil.,  as  it  acts  more  effectively,  and  does  not 
produce  the  irritation  sometimes  noticed  upon  the  exhibition  of  that  remedy. 

Below  we  give  a  feries  of  prescriptions  in  combination  with  Hosford's  Acid  Phos- 
phate, and  believe  them  worthy  the  careful  consideration  of  medical  practitioners. 
These  prescriptions  are  the  result  of  careful  study,  and  they  serve  to  show  the  wide 
usefulness  of  Prof .  Horsf ord's  excellent  preparation. 

*"Tljese  combinations  are  largely  used  by  the  profession. 


*ACID  PHOSPHATE  WITH  STRYCHNIA. 

B 

Horsford's  Acid  Phosphate   f5  viij 
Strychninae  Sulph.  gr.j 
M. 

Sig:  Half  to  one  teaspoonful  in  a 
glass  of  Water. 

ACID  PHOSPHATE  WITH  QUININE. 

B 

Horsford's  Acid  Phospate  f£  ss 
Quininse  Sulph.  gr.xvj 
Syrupi  Simplicis  fs  ij 

Aquas  i$  vss 

M. 

Sig:    A  tablespoonful  in  a  wine 
glass  of  water. 

ACID  PHOSPHATE    WITH  EMULSION 
OF  COD  LIVER  OIL. 

B 

Emulsion  Olei  Morrhuae  50 

pr.  ct.  yij 
Horsford's  Acid  Phosphate     f£  j 
M. 

Sig:  A  tablespoonful. 

We  do  not  prepare  the  Acid  Phosphate  in  any  of  the  above  combinations. 

Physicians  who  have  not  used  Horsford's  Acid  Phosphate,  and  who  wish 
to  test  it,  will  be  furnished  a  sample  on  application,  without  expense,  ex- 
cept express  charges. 


*ACID  PHOSPHATE   WITH   WINE  OF 
PEPSIN. 

B 

Vini  Pepsinse  fj  vj 

Horsford's  Acid  Phosphate    f^  ij 
M. 

Sig:  A  dessertspoonful  in  water. 

ACID  PHOSPHATE  WITH   ELIXIR  OF 
IRON  A^D  QUININE. 

B 

Eliv  Ferri  et  Quininoe 
Horsford's  Acid  Phosph.   -  f^  iij 
M. 

Sig:  A  teaspoonful  in  water. 

*ACID  PHOSPHATE  WITH  TINCTURE 
NUX    VOMICA  AND  COMPOUND 
TINTURE  OF  GENTIAN. 


B 

Horsford's  Acid  Phosphate  fo  vj 
Tinct.  Nucis  Vom.  j 
Tinct.  Gentinse  Comp.  f^  ij 

Syrupi  Simplicis  f^  iij 

M. 

Sig:  A  tablespoonful  in  water. 


j^UMFOF^D  pH 
PROVIDENCE, 


EMICAL 


^OP\KS, 

RHODE  ISLAND. 


Editorial  Depa^tmeih1 

F.  E.  DANIEL,  M.  D„  Editor  and  Publisher. 


rCCLLiiSCEATCES 


E-  J.  Doerina,  M.  D.,  Chicago.  H.  O.  3 farcy,  M.  D.,  Boston. 

•Geo.  Cupples,  M.  D.,  San  Antonio.  C.  K.  Gregg,  M  .Jj.,  Mexico. 

Odo  Betz,  M.  D.,  Germany.  R.  M.  Swcaringen.  M.  D.,  Austin. 

E.  J.  Beall,  M.  D.,  Fort  Worth,  Texas.  C.  H.  Wilkinson,  M.  D.,  Galveston. 

T.  C.  Osb'rrn,  M.  D.,  Cleburne,  Texas.  J.  W.  McLaughlin,  M.  D.,  Austin. 

Wm.  Penny,  M .  D.,  New  York.  R.  H.  L.  Bibb,  M.  D.,  Mexico . 


SHALL  THE  MAJORITY  RULE? 

A  NEEDED  AMENDMENT  TO  OUR  CONSTITUTION. 

In  all  republican  governments  the  will  of  the  majority  must  rule; 
in  politics,  indeed  in  conventions,  and  committees,  and  mass  meet- 
ings and  assemblies  of  all  kind,  whether  political,  business,  eccle- 
siastical or  what  not,  the  observance  of  this  custom  has  made  it 
the  law  of  the  land;  and  it  is  provided  by  statutes. 

The  Texas  State  Medical  Association  is  a  singular  exception  to 
this  rule,  in  its  practical  workings;  notwithstanding  it  seems  to  have 
been  the  aim  of  the  framers  of  the  constitution  to  conform  to  the 
established  custom.  It  is  very  evident  that  the  principle  of  justice 
is  recognized,  that  representation  shall  be  on  a  basis  of  population 
(membership) — yet  as  said,  in  the  practical  workings  of  our  con- 
ventions, the  minority  elect  all  officers,  and  decide  all  questions 
before  the  nominating  committee  ! 

The  Constitution  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association,  reads, 
(Article  VII)  : 

•'County  Medical  Associations  shall  be  entitled  to  two  delegates 
to  the  meetings  of  this  association,  for  every  ten  members  com- 
prising their  societies,  and  one  for  every  additional  five  members, 
and  shall  have  two  votes  upon  all  questions;  (italics  ours. — Ed.)  and 
all  medical  colleges  in  the  State,  holding  charters  from  the  State, 
with  seven  professors,  shall  be  entitled  to  two  votes;  and  no  mem- 
ber shall  be  allowed  to  vote  who  is  not  a  delegate  of  some  associa- 
tion or  medical  college,  except  such  member  live  in  a  county  where 
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no  association  exists,  said  county  delegates  being  entitled  to  one 
vote." 

A  strict  construction  of  this  Article  would  give  each  County 
Medical  Association  two  votes — no  more,  no  less — without  regard 
to  the  membership;  and  would  cut  off  the  right  of  a  member  to 
vote  unless  he  be  a  delegate  from  some  local  association,  or  some 
college,  or  come  from  a  county  where  there  is  no  organization. 
The  meaning  being,  at  least,  obscure,  the  question  was  referred  to 
the  Judicial  Council  for  construction.  The  Council  reported  as 
follows,  and  their  report  is  incorporated  into  the  Constitution  in  the 
published  volumes  of  the  Association  : 

"The  Judicial  Council  interprets  the  meaning  of  Article  VII  of 
the  Constitution,  as  follows  :  Each  member  of  the  Texas  State 
Medical  Association  who  is  in  good  standing,  shall  be  entitled  to 
one  vote,  and  if  he  be  also  a  delegate  from  a  medical  society  or 
college  properly  authorized,  shall  be  entitled  to  an  additional  vote. 
County  Medical  Associations  shall  be  entitled  to  send  two  delegates 
for  the  first  ten  members,  and  one  for  each  additional  five  mem- 
bers." [That  is  to  say,  one  representative  of  every  five  members 
or  fraction  of  five,  after  the  first  ten,  in  each  county  medical  organi- 
zation.] 

From  the  above,  it  is  very  clear  that  it  is  intended  that  represen- 
tation shall  be  on  a  basis  of  numbers,  (membership.)  But,  the 
memory  of  the  oldest  member  runneth  not  back  to  the  time  when 
any  delegate  on  the  floor  of  any  meeting  of  this  Association,  ever 
cast  any  other  than  his  individual  vote  by  right  of  his  membership, 
on  any  question  that  ever  came  up  in  general  session,  while  in  the 
Nominating  Committee,  which  corresponds  to  nominating  conven- 
tions in  politics,  and  where  every  physician  affiliated  with  the 
State  Association  by  membership  in  a  local  society  should  be  rep- 
resented, only  one  representative  of  each  county  (and  whether  there 
be  in  that  county  an  organization  or  not)  is  entitled  to  vote;  and 
he  casts  only  one— his  individual  vote !  Was  there  ever  such  in- 
consistency ?  Practically,  the  delegate  from  a  remote  and  sparsely 
settled  county  which  boasts  perhaps,  not  a  half  dozen  physicians, 
and  perhaps  only  this  one  member  of  the  State  Association,  wields 
as  much  influence,  and  has  as  much  voice  in  the  election  of  officers,, 
as  the  representative  of  the  most  populous  county,  having  the  largest 
and  most  active  medical  organization,  with  its  ten  or  more  dele- 
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gates  on  the  ground  !  Where  is  the  necessity  of  sending  "one 
delegate  for  every  five  members"?  Only  one  goes  into  the  nomin- 
ating committee,  and  he  casts,  only  one  vote  !  Travis  county,  for 
instance,  has  an  active  medical  organization  with  a  membership  of 
31.  This  association  sends  up  seven  delegates.  These  seven  dele- 
gates— all  being  members  of  the  State  Association  (we  will  suppose) 
are  clearly  entitled  to  fourteen  votes  on  the  floor  of  the  general 
sessions;  and  in  choosing  a  spokesman  for  the  nominating  com- 
mittee, they  are  supposed  to  delegate  their  votes  to  him  ;  and  by 
every  principle  of  right  and  justice,  law,  custom  and  usage,  this 
spokesman  should  cast  seven  votes  on  all  questions  that  may  arise; 
yet  he  casts  one;  hence  Travis  County  Medical  Society  is  not  rep- 
resented, and  has  no  more  voice  than  a  county  with* a  single  mem- 
ber and  no  local  organization  ! 

Under  these  circumstances  it  seems  meaningless  to  instruct 
delegates. 

The  above  acquires  additional  force  from  the  fact  that  each 
county  association  is  taxed  50  cents  per  capita  of  its  membership. 
In  this,  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  American  Government 
are  violated,  for  the  Constitution  declares  that  "there  shall  be  no 
taxation  without  representation."  For  what  do  these  members  of 
local  societies  pay?  Many  of  them  are  not  members  of  the  State 
Association. 

So  long  as  we  continue  to  work  as  we  have  been  doing  in  this 
matter,  it  will  be  useless  to  urge  "organization" — and  the  Journal's 
"occupation"  will  be  "gone";  for,  practically,  the  object  of  organi- 
zing local  societies  is  defeated;  there  is  no  encouragement  to  labor 
to  bring  the  entire  regular  profession  within  the  fold,  //"they  cannot 
be  heard  in  council. 

As  any  proposal  to  amend  the  Constitution  of  the  State  Associa- 
tion must  lie  over  one  year,  we  write  the  above  to  call  attention  of 
members  to  the  necessity  of  some  such  action  at  this  meeting;  and 
it  is  hoped  that  some  one  who  has  the  good  of  the  cause  at  heart, 
will  act  on  the  suggestion;  will  introduce  a  resolution  to  so  amend 
the  Constitution  as  to  secure  the  ends  clearly  had  in  view  in  fram- 
ing it,  and  which  are  dictated  by  every  consideration  of  right  and 
custom;  delegates  should  cast  the  votes  of  their  constituency,  as  is 
done  in  every  other  convention  of  whatever  kind,  in  all  republican 
governments  on  the  face  of  the  earth. 
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NO  BANQUET. 

In  our  last  we  had  an  article  "Banquet  or  No  Banquet,"  in  which 
it  was  pointed  out  that  there  is  a  growing  opposition  on  the  part 
of  the  members  to  this  yearly  spread  of  a  "feast  and  flow." 

It  is  quite  natural  that  each  town  that  is  honored  by  a  meeting 
of  the  State  Medical  Association  should  want  to  emulate  the  exam- 
ple of  its  predecessor,  —  and  the  cost  of  doing  so  —  doubtless, 
has  deterred  many  smaller  towns  from  inviting  such  meeting. 
It  was  also  pointed  out  that  just  at  this  time  when  the  temper- 
ance question  is  being  agitated  —  a  prohibition  political  party 
formed,  and  an  anti-prohibition  plank  has  been  introduced  into 
the  platform  of  the  great  Democratic  party  by  a  few  self  con- 
stituted "leaders"  —  it  was  believed  that  whatever  action  was 
had  on  the  subject  of  entertaining  five  hundred  medical  dele- 
gates to  a  State  Convention  with  a  wine  supper,  would  be  con- 
strued into  an  expression  for,  or  against  temperance,  and  a  po- 
litical significance  given  it ;  for  those,  and  other  reasons,  this 
Journal  opposed  the  proposal  to  follow  suit  —  and  give  our  guest 
a  banquet.  There  are  other  and  powerful  reasons  against  the 
custom,  not  yet  stated. 

The  committee  of  arrangements  —  the  whole  resident  profession 
of  Austin,  at  a  recent  meeting  reconsidered  the  question,  and  by  a 
vote  of  15  to  8  —  five  absent  and  not  voting —  decided  to  institute 
an  innovation  —  a  new  departure  —  by  dispensing  with  that  feat- 
ure in  the  proposed  entertainment.  The  wine  banquet  was  voted 
down  by  nearly  a  73  vote. 

We  are  proud  of  this  action.  We  believe  now  is  the  time,  and 
the  Capital  of  the  State  the  place,  to  put  a  stop  to  a  custom  that  is 
burdensome  —  at  least,  and  worse  than  useless  —  not  to  say  of 
questionable  propriety.  No  smaller  town  could  have  done  so  with- 
out being  open  to  the  charge  of  parsimony.  We  believe  that  Aus- 
tin alone  could  rise  to  the  dignity  of  taking  the  initiative  in  dis- 
pensing with  a  custom  more  honored  —  we  say  —  in  the  breach 
than  in  the  observance. 

With  ample  funds  in  hand  it  cannot  be  said  that  any  mercenary 
motive  entered  into  a  consideration  of  the  question. 

This  action  by  our  committee  may  give  rise  to  some  little  dis- 
satisfaction, but  we  venture  the   more  thoughtful  members  will 
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heartily  applaud  it.  Perhaps  as  expensive,  and,  we  think,  more 
elegant,  entertainment  has  been  provided  in  its  stead. 

"Put  not  temptation  in  the  way  of  youth"  —  nor  we  say  —  in 
the  way  of  the  weak,  for  all  men  are  not  strong.  Suppose  some 
lately  reformed  dipsomaniac  —  reformed  after  a  desperate  struggle 
with  the  demon,  —  saved  by  moral  suasion  and  medical  treatment, 
were  present  at  some  wine  feast  —  and  —  being  tempted,  should 
fall  ?  Where  would  the  responsibility  rest  ?  Precisely  such  things 
have  occurred.  But  it  is  not  from  fear  that  our  guests  will  make 
beasts  of  themselves  —  but  from  a  principle  —  arising  from  a  sin- 
cere regard  for  the  well  being  of  mankind,  for  the  rising  and  future 
generations,  that  the  arrangement  committee  decide  not  to  endorse, 
by  their  action,  the  use  of  intoxicating  liquor;  and  have  thus  thrown, 
—  it  may  be  said,  —  the  moral  influence  of  the  medical  profession 
in  the  scale  of  temperance. 

If  the  voice  of  the  Journal  has  had  any  influence  in  bringing 
about  this  decision,  we  have  not  labored  in  vain.  Yet,  we  do  not 
wish  to  be  misunderstood.  If  there  are  those  with  us  on  that  occa- 
sion who  want  wine  or  liquor,  there  are,  unfortunately,  places  where 
it  can  be  had.  The  committee  simply  do  not  propose  to  set  it  out; 
recognizing  at  the  same  time  the  duty  of  host  to  guesr.  They  pro- 
pose to  entertain  their  distinguished  guests  in  an  appropriate  and, 
they  hope,  an  acceptable  manner;  and  the  action  is  parrallel,  of 
a  temperance  man  in  his  own  home  —  who  has  a  distinguished 
guest  whom  he  desires  to  honor;  he  would  not  depart  from  his 
principle,  and  the  rule  of  his  house,  and  set  out  wine  —  under  any 
circumstances!  Not  that  he  fears  his  guest  is  weak,  and  might  be 
indiscreet,  —  but  upon  principle  1  Yet  —  old  members  may  re- 
member one  banquet  where  a  humiliating  occurrence  took  place  ; 
a  recurrence  of  it  would  simply  be  disgraceful.  The  days  of  wine 
banquets  at  medical  conventions  in  Texas,  we  trust,  are  over,  never 
to  return.    So  mote  it  be. 

It  is  gratifying  to  receive,  as  we  have  done,  numerous  letters  from 
distinguished  members  —  endorsing  the  Journal  article  referred  to. 


WHAT  ARE  THE  DUTIES  OF  A  PUBLISHING  COMMITTEE? 


Our  distinguished  contemporary  of  the  Joitrnal  of  the  American 
Medical  Association  is  hypercritical  in  the  notice  of  the  Texas 
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Transactions,  which  notice  we  copied  in  December,  in  connection 
with  others.  Moreover,  considering  that  there  are  five  pages  of  in- 
dex to  the  Transactions,  (to  which  our  esteemed  contemporary  of 
the  Southern  Practitioner  alludes  as  "full  and  comprehensive,")  it 
is  unjust  to  deprecate,  as  the  Journal  does,  the  entire  absence  of 
an  index.  No  doubt  an  analytical  index  would  have  been  better; 
but,  the  covers  of  the  Transactions  having  been  ordered  for  a  six 
hundred  page  book,  and  the  amount  of  manuscript  exceeding  the 
printer's  estimate,  it  was  difficult  to  make  them  hold  the  one  hun- 
dred pages  more;  and  it  would  have  been  simply  a  physical  impos- 
sibility to  get  in  a  more  extended  index. 

As  there  is  no  rule  for  "editing"  the  Transactions,  the  publishing 
committee  must  be  governed  by  precedent,  or  follow  their  own 
judgment.  The  publishing  committee  in  this  instance  exercised 
their  judgment,  and  we  are  sorry  not  to  have  the  approval  of  our 
wise  contemporary.  We  evidently  differ  as  to  the  latitude  to  be  ex- 
ercised by  the  compiler  of  Transactions.  We  hold  that  it  does  not 
extend  to  altering  or  changing  the  titles  of  papers,  which  have  been 
selected  by  their  authors;  nor  to  changing  the  construction  or 
phraseology  of  any  paper.  To  do  so  would  entail  an  amount  of 
time  and  labor  which  no  members  would  be  willing  to  assume;  it 
wTould  be  tantamount  to  re. writing  them;  and  as  to  proper  names, 
all  editors  know  the  difficulty  here  presented;  manuscript  must  be 
well  and  carefully  prepared,  and  all  proper  names  must  be  plainly 
written,  (which  is  seldom  the  case)  before  mistakes  in  this  particu- 
lar can  be  justly  chargeable  to  the  publishing  committee. 

Indeed,  it  may  be  fairly  questioned,  whether  a  publishing  com- 
mittee has  a  right  to  correct  any  errors — of  whatever  kind,  except 
purely  clerical  errors — in  MMS.  furnished  by  members  for  publica- 
tion; for  there  are  differences  in  degree  of  scholarship,  as  well  as  in 
scientific  attainments  amongst  the  members;  and  if  the  publishing 
committee  were  to  correct  all  defects  in  papers  thus  presented,  all 
the  members  would  be  put  upon  an  equal  footing;  and  the  Transac- 
tions would  be  a  fraud;  it  would  not  be  a  reflex  of  the  Association, 
but  of  the  Publishing  Committee. 

Gaillard's  Journal  also  finds  fault  of  our  having  put  all  the  papers 
in  an  appendix.  We  surely  see  no  reason  why  they  should  not  be 
put  there,  in  as  much  as  the  volume  purports  to  be  a  record  of  the 
''transactions,"  (which  are  given  in  detail)  and  followed  by  an  ap- 
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pendix  of  all  papers  and  documents.  It  must  be  remembered  in 
this  connection,  that  many  of  the  papers  were  not  read,  either  in  the 
sessions,  or  sections;  some,  not  even  by  title;  and  such  do  not  be- 
long properly  in  the  proceedings,  but  in  an  appendix — they  pertain 
to  the  proceedings,  yet  are  not  strictly  a  part  of  the  proceedings. 
Nor  can  we  understand  what  Gaillard's  Journal  means  by  saying 
the  "absence  of  an  index  is  a  serious  fault,"  in  as  much  as  the  volume 
has  an  index  embracing  the  subject  matter  of  the  entire  volume — 
an  index  which  others  have  commended. 

We  make  no  apologies,  and  none  are  needed.  Our  members  un- 
derstand and  appreciate  the  peculiar  difficulties  under  which  the 
publishing  committee  labored  in  bringing  out  this  volume,  and  it  is 
not  necessary  to  explain  it  to  our  contemporaries;  though  it  is  to  be 
hoped  if  they  were  in  possession  of  the  facts,  they  would,  at  least, 
be  just. 

While  the  above  mentioned  contemporaries  have  been  hyper- 
critical in  the  matter,  we  point  with  pride  to,  and  gratefully  ac- 
knowledge the  kind  and  very  complimentary  remarks  from  their 
colleagues  of  the  New  York  Medical  Journal,  the  Southern  Prac- 
titioner, the  Medical  a?id  Surgical  Reporter,  the  Anierican  Lancet, 
"Progress,"  and  others.  The  external  appearance  of  the  volume, 
and  the  arrangement  of  the  papers,  "all  in  an  appendix,"  is  after 
that  of  the  Georgia  Transactions,  which,  edited  and  published  by 
the  scholarly  Gray,  is  a  model  of  neatness  and  good  taste.  Take 
the  Transactions  of  Texas,  all  in  all,  and  we  aie  not  ashamed  of  a 
comparison. 

We  believe,  with  the  exception  of  the  two  above  named  contem- 
poraries, every  journal  in  America  has  not  only  complimented  the 
work,  but  has  yielded  the  palm  for  excellence  in  mechanical  execu- 
cution;  and,  considering  it  was  not  published  by  a  large  publishing 
establishment,  nor  in  New  York,  nor  Philadelphia,  but  right  here 
in  Austin,  by  a  job  printing  establishment,  it  is  a  great  triumph,  and 
more  particularly  when  we  consider  that  it  cost  only  $1.55  per 
volume. 

THE  WORK  OF  TEXAS  SURGEONS. 

AS   SHOWN  BY  DR.  CUPPLES'  ADMIRABLE  COMPILATION. 


What  member  of  the  Medical  profession  in  Texas,  especially,  of 
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the  State  Medical  Association,  does  not  feel  an  emotion  of  pride, — 
exultation  we  may  say, — animate  his  bosom,  when  he  reads  the  en- 
comiums of  the  Medical  Press  of  America  on  the  "  Report  of  Sur- 
gery," by  the  Committee  from  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association? 
The  gratification  is  the  more  marked,  when  we  recall  the  slurs  and 
sarcasms  cast  upon  the  profession  of  this  State,  up  to  within  a  very 
recent  period.  Who  has  not  been  stung,  and  felt  a  sense  of  indig- 
nation at  the  Lancet's  unjust  remark, — now  so  familiar,  as  to  be 
threadbare,  u  What  good  can  come  out  of  Texas  ?" 

The  love  of  approbation  is  strong  in  man's  nature.  We  have 
held  that  pride, — pride  of  attainment,  of  character,  of  success, — of 
duty  well  performed — is  not  only  not  a  weakness,  but  is  com- 
mendable. It  is  pride  that  makes  the  soldier  "  seek  the  bubble 
reputation," — that  makes  some  men  pay  their  debts,  makes  others 
have  a  decent  regard  for  public  sentiment,  and  stimulates  all  to 
noble  deeds  !  The  chaste  and  able  New  Orleans  Medical  a?id  Sur- 
gical Journal  says  the  Report  on  Surgery  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Texas  State  Medical  Association  is  "  something  for  a  whole  State 
to  be  proud  of  1" — and  we  are  proud  of  it,  and  proud  that  the  pro- 
fession of  Texas,  so  long  belittled — because  of  inaction,  has  now; 
by  force  of  its  scientific  ability,  as  set  forth  in  this  compilation, 
virtually  wrung  from  the  world  a  recognition,  and  a  place  in  the 
ranks  of  advancing  Medical  Science;  an  acknowledgement  that  they 
are  the  peers  of  the  proudest  in  the  land.  But  for  organization, — 
the  watchword  of  the  day, — and  of  the  Journal,  we  would  doubt- 
less be  to-day  still  unknown,  unrecognized — nobodies  !  All  honor  to 
our  most  worthy  brother  ! — This  work  is  a  fitting  monument  to  his 
memory — the  crowning  jewel  of  his  useful,  eventful  life. 

In  another  place  we  collate  a  few  of  the  criticisms  of  the  press, 
on  the  Report  of  Surgery. 


OBITUARY. 


DR.     WILLIAM     JEFFERSON    BURT,  LATE     SECRETARY    TEXAS  STATE 
MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

From  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal  for  July,  1886. 
The  medical  profession  of  Texas,  and  more  particularly  the  State 
Medical  Association  sustained  a  sad,  sad  loss  in  the  death  of  this 
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estimable  gentleman  and  physician.  On  the  night  of  July  ist,  1886* 
he  read  an  elaborate  paper  before  the  Travis  County  Medical  So- 
ciety. Having  been  complaining  for  several  days  previously  of 
some  bowel  trouble,  he  took  to  bed  that  night  and  in  one  week  and 
a  day  was  no  more.  His  death  was  calm  and  without  a  struggle. 
He  passed  away  quietly  at  4  a.  m.,  Saturday,  July  10th,  and  his  re- 
mains were  followed  to  the  grave  by  the  largest  concourse  of  peo- 
ple that  ever  did  honors  to  any  deceased  in  Austin.  During  the 
impressive  services  at  the  church — by  his  confidential  friend,  com- 
panion and  constant  associate — the  minister  of  the  church  of  which 
he  was  a  member — Rev.  Dr.  Smoot,  strong  men  wept,  and  all  classes, 
high  and  low,  shared  the  great  grief  his  untimely  death  brings  on 
this  community.  He  was  universally  beloved  for  his  many  excel- 
lent qualities  ot  head  and  heart. 

Dr.  Burt  was  born  in  Dawsonville,  Ga.,  June  15,  1838.  After 
finishing  his  literary  education  at  Hiawasse  and  Mossy  Creek  col- 
leges, east  Tennessee,  he  studied  medicine  in  1858-9  in  Georgia 
under  Dr.  John  Hockenhull,  and  attended  lectures  in  Atlanta,  where 
he  graduated  in  i860 

In  the  same  year  he  moved  to  Arkansas  and  entered  the  Confed- 
erate army  as  surgeon  to  the  17th  Arkansas  regiment.  He  contin- 
ued in  the  service  until  the  close  of  the  war. 

In  1865  he  settled  at  Jacksonport,  Ark.,  there  continuing  to  prac- 
tice his  profession  until  the  close  of  1873,  when  he  came  to  Austin, 
for  his  health,  where  he  has  resided  ever  since. 

In  1879-80  he  took  a  medical  course  in  New  York  in  the  College 
of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  and  in  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  Col- 
lege. He  was  an  active  member  of  the  Travis  County  Medical 
Association,  of  which  at  one  time  he  was  president.  He  was  also  a 
member  of  the  American  Medical  Association. 

At  one  time  he  was  chairman  of  the  board  of  managers  of  the 
Texas  Insane  Asylum  and  President  of  the  Medical  Examining 
Board  of  the  sixteenth  judicial  district.  During  the  years  of  1884- 
85  he  was  city  and  county  physician,  and  for  six  years  Secretary  of 
the  Texas  State  Medical  Association. 

Dr.  Burt  was  married  in  i860  to  Matilda  Palmer,  of  Big  Savan- 
nah, Ga.  He  leaves  his  wife  and  three  sons — the  oldest,  Montrose 
Burt,  being  just  21,  and  the  youngest  17  years  of  age. 
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He  was  one  of  the  leading  physicians  of  this  county  and  city,  and 
as  such  at  times  contributed  some  very  interesting  and  valuable  pa- 
pers to  the  medical  literature  of  the  day.  He  was  held  in  high  es- 
teem by  all  with  whom  he  associated,  and  his  death  has  caused  a 
void  which  will  be  difficult  to  fill. 

The  entire  medical  profession  of  Austin  attended  his  funeral,  two 
members  of  the  Travis  County  Medical  Association  acting  as  pall 
bearers,  with  two  members  from  the  Lodge  of  the  Knights  of 
Honor  of  which  he  was  a  member,  and  two  representatives  of  his 
Church. 

A  meeting  of  the  physicians  of  the  city  was  held  the  day  of  his 
death,  and  Drs.  W.  A.  Morris,  R.  M.  Swearingen  and  F.  E.  Daniel 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  draft  resolutions  expressive  of  the 
sentiments  of  the  profession  of  the  city  on  the  death  of  their  com- 
panion; and  the  following  was  adopted,  ordered  published  in 
The  Statesman,  and  a  copy  in  manuscript  sent  to  the  family  of 
the  deceased. 

"Whereas;  He,  'without  whose  knowledge  not  a  sparrow  falleth 
to  the  ground,'  has,  in  His  inscrutable  wisdom,  removed  from  our 
midst  our  friend  and  fellow-physician,  Dr.  W.  J.  Burt,  in  the  prime 
and  vigor  of  his  mature  manhood,  in  mid-career  of  his  usefulness  as 
a  citizen  and  a  practitioner  of  the  healing  art,  ere  the  measure  of 
his  years  had  been  fulfilled; 

Resolved,  That  it  is  with  the  sincerest  regret  and  sorrow 
that  we  are  deprived  thus  prematurely  of  his  companionship 
and  services,  and  that  we  will  ever  cherish  for  his  memory  the 
kindliest  sentiments. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  death  of  Dr.  Burt  the  medical  profession 
at  large  has  sustained  an  immeasurable  loss;  in  its  organized  capa- 
city, one  of  its  most  useful,  active,  zealous  and  progressive  work- 
ers: an  officer  whose  labor  and  talents  have  contributed  very  large- 
ly to  the  success  and  progress  of  the  Association;  that  the  city  of 
Austin  has  been  bereft  of  one  of  her  most  liberal  and  enlightened, 
and  really  useful  citizens;  and  that  in  every  relation  of  life,  his  was 
an  example  worthy  of  emulation;  a  kind,  loving  and  provident  hus- 
band and  father,  a  devoted  Christian  worker  in  the  Church,  a  use- 
ful and  liberal-minded  citizen,  a  staunch  friend,  and  an  enlightened 
and  benevolent  physician.  And  as  we  consign  to  earth  the  mortal 
remains  of  our  cherished  friend  and  fellow-worker  in  a  cause  to 
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which  he  lent  lustre,  and  adorned,  we  experience  the  deepest  grief 
and  sorrow.  The  thought  is  agonizing,  that  no  more  in  this  life 
will  we  meet  his  genial  smile,  his  cordial  and  honest  grasp,  nor  in 
the  sick  room  hear  his  sympathetic  and  encouraging  voice,  nor  lis- 
ten to  the  words  of  wisdom  and  learning  that  were  wont  to  delight 
us  in  our  society  halls;  yet  in  all  humiliation  and  reverence  we  do 
humbly  bow  to  the  will  of  the  Great  Physician,  and  console  us  that 
He,  too,  is  the  Great  Healer  of  our  hearts,  while  we  say  'Thy  will, 
not  mine,  be  done,  Oh  God!' 

Peace  to  thy  ashes,  Oh  genial,  true-hearted  Christian  friend.  May 
the  Tender  Shepherd  comfort,  console  and  support  thy  little  flock, 
loved  so  well,  in  the  bitterness  of  their  grief,  in  this,  the  sad  hour  of 
their  affliction  and  heart  desolation." 


^/VLeDICAL  j^EWS  AND  ^VllSCELLANY. 


Surgery  in  Texas. — "We  have  received  the  report  of  the  Special 
Committee  on  Surgery,  appointed  by  the  State  Medical  Society  of 
Texas,  Dr.  George  Cupples  being  chairman  and  reporter.  It  makes 
a  quarto  of  seventy-two  pages  and  embraces  the  tabulated  statistics 
regarding  4,293  operations  performed  by  Texas  surgeons.  The  re- 
port is  a  valuable  one  ;  it  represents  an  immense  amount  of  intel- 
ligent labor,  and  cannot  fail  to  be  a  stimulus  and  benefit  to  the  very 
wide-awake  practitioners  of  the  Lone  Star  State.  The  statistics 
show  good,  and  even  brilliant  results  in  most  lines  of  surgery.  In 
amputations  of  the  thigh  the  number  of  cases  is  132,  with  50  deaths; 
those  of  the  leg  are  166,  with  27  deaths;  those  of  the  arm,  65,  with 
60  deaths  ;  and  those  of  the  forearm,  66,  with  2  deaths.  These 
figures  are  even  better  than  those,  for  example,  of  Max  Schede,  in 
which  the  operations  are  done  with  every  possible  antiseptic  pre- 
caution. It  must  be  remembered,  however,  that  as  the  statistics 
collected  by  the  Texas  Committee  are  voluntarily  contributed,  it  is 
quite  possible  that  all  the  bad  cases  are  not  reported.  The  report 
shows  that  the  Texas  surgeon  is  quite  able  to  cope  with  all  vari- 
eties of  surgery,  or  even  the  most  difficult. 

New  York  Medical  Record. 

The  Record  makes  an  error  in  the  figures,  which,  in  justice  to  all, 
we  correct.    In  amputations  of  the  thigh,  including  8  of  hip-joint, 
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the  number  should  be  122,  (and  not  132),  with  50  deaths  ;  of  the 
leg  166,  with  22  deaths  instead  of  27  ;  of  the  arm  75,  instead  of  65, 
with  11  deaths  instead  of  66,  as  reported  by  the  Record. 

Texas  State  Medical  Association. — Report  of  the  Special 
Committee  on  Surgery,  presented  at  the  annual  meeting,  at  Dallas, 
April  27th,  1886.  Committee,  E.  J.  Beale,  M.  D.,  A.  G,  Clopton, 
M.  D.,  B.  F.  Eads,  M.  D.,  J.  M.  Pace,  M.  D.,  D.  F.  Stuart,  M.  D., 
George  Cupples,  M.  D.,  Chairman  and  Reporter.  Folio  pp.  76. 
Austin,  Texas. 

One  may  truly  say  that  these  are  the  most  valuable  statistics 
given  us  since  the  publication  of  the  Medical  and  Surgical  History 
of  the  Civil  War.  It  is  but  the  nucleus,  as  the  compiler  tells  us, 
of  what  shall  follow.  Heretofore  those  who  sought  surgical  statistics 
from  private  note  would  necessarily  need  scour  the  journals  for 
published  cases,  and  generally  abandoned  the  effort,  not  getting 
material  enough  for  a  compilation,  but  this  is  one  State  in  the 
Union  which  can  boast  of  work  better  performed,  of  results  more 
satisfactory,  of  methods  more  in  harmony  with  the  existing  knowl- 
edge of  surgical  science.  There  may  be,  others,  but  if  there  are  they 
have  failed  to  give  it  to  us  and  the  rest  of  the  profession  in  the 
manner  of  our  Southern  confreres. 

To  the  gentlemen  then  of  the  committee,  to  Dr.  Cupples  in 
particular,  and  the  men  whose  work  is  herein  gathered,  the  profes- 
sion at  large  owe  a  debt  which  could  in  no  better  way  be  cancelled 
than  by  following  the  path  in  which  they  have  taken  the  lead.  The 
example  is  a  noble  one ;  let  us  of  the  North  take  precedent  by  it, 
and  enrich  medical  literature  by  the  most  valuable  aid  which  it  is 
possible  for  it  to  receive. 

Med.  Register,  Pa. 

The  following  handsome  compliment  from  an  editorial  in  the 
New  Orleans  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  is  highly  appreciated, 
especially  as  the  example  of  Texas  is  cited  as  worthy  of  emulation: 

"Texas  is  an  empire  ;  the  distances  to  be  crossed  by  the  majority 
of  men  making  towards  a  given  point  within  her  boundaries,  are 
immense,  and  yet  the  ateendants  at  the  annual  meetings  of  her 
Medical  Association  are  numbered  by  hundreds  ;  we  would  boast 
a  throng,  if  the  number  touched  one  hundred.  The  volume  of 
Transactions,  issued  by  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association,  last 
year,  has  been  hailed  everywhere  as  a  work  of  merit  j  a  real  con- 
tribution to  the  literature  of  our  art.  *  *  *  Have  our  readers  seen 
the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Surgery  of  the  Texas  Association, 
issued  in  a  separate  volume  as  an  appendix  to  the  fine  volume  of 
Transactions  already  mentioned  ?  If  not,  they  have  been  spared  a 
jealous  mortification  to  which  we  own  ourselves  no  strangers.   It  is 
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a  work  for  a  whole  State  to  be  proud  of,  and  contains,  possibly, 
more  meat  than  any  publication  ever  put  forth  by  a  body  of  South- 
ern professional  men." 

Many  physicians  preferCincho  Quinine  to  the  sulphate  of  quinine 
in  intermittents,  especially  with  children  on  account  of  its  taste - 
lessness. 


Capital  Punishment  by  Electricity. — A  legislative  commis- 
sion of  medical  men  has  been  appointed  in  New  York,  to  inquire 
into  the  merits  of  various  devices  for  putting  murderers  to  death, 
with  less  repulsiveness  than  by  the  method  now  practiced — hang- 
ing, which,  in  most  cases,  means  strangling;  and  is  understood  that 
they  will  shortly  report  to  the  State  Legislature  in  favor  of  the  ad- 
option of  electricity.  It  is  thought  a  bill  will  be  passed  abolishing 
execution  by  the  gallows,  and  substituting  electricity.  This  would, 
indeed,  be  a  reform  much  needed. 

We  are  opposed  to  capital  punishment.  Statistics  show  that  in 
those  States  where  hanging  is  practiced,  crime  is  on  the  increase; 
hence  the  ostensible  object,  and  only  excuse  are  defeated.  We 
doubt  the  right  of  a  State  to  commit  murder — for  such  is  hanging — 
or  any  other  method  of  execution.  We  are  also  opposed  to  it  on 
economic  grounds.  It  would  seem  that  one  object,  at  least,  of 
capital  punishment  is,  to  rid  society  of  those  who  are  dangerous  to 
its  peace.  This  can  be  as  effectually  accomplished  by  imprison- 
ment and  labor.  Let  a  man  who  has  forfeited  his  life  according 
to  our  laws — not  be  executed,  but  put  to  work  as  a  producer,  and 
made  to  contribute  to  the  wealth  of  the  State.  As  each  adult  male 
is  estimated  to  be  worth  about  $800  a  year  as  a  producer,  the  State 
is  loser  to  that  amount  every  time  a  man  is  hanged,  and  as  shown 
above — no  good  is  accomplished.  As  to  the  mere  method  of  mur- 
dering a  criminal,  we  suppose  it  makes  but  littie  difference  with 
him,  whether  by  rope,  axe  or  electricity;  it  must  be  horrible  to 
contemplate.    Sullivan  (in  Mikado)  thus  facetiously  describes  it  : 

"Sitting  in  solemn  silence  in  a  dull,  dark  dock — 

In  a  pestilential  prison  with  a  life- long  lock, 

Awaiting  the  sensation  of  a  short,  sharp  shock 

From  a  cheap  and  chippy  chopper  on  a  big  black  blocK."' 
Can  anything  be  more  horrible  ?    Away  with  "judicial  murder." 
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Valuable  Papers. — We  call  attention  to  the  unusually  large 
number  of  valuable  papers  in  this  issue  of  the  Journal.  It  is,  in- 
deed a  "star"  edition,  every  copy  is  worthy  of  careful  preservation- 
It  is  believed  that  Dr,  Cupples'  case — resection  of  intestine  for 
g.  s.  wound  of  the  bowel  is  the  first  case  south  of  the  Potomac.  A 
singular  coincidence  is,  that  his  case  and  Dr.  Kingsley's  were  done 
the  same  day — Sunday.  It  is  quite  an  event  that  two  laparatomies, 
one  for  pyosalpinx  and  ovarian  cyst,  the  other  for  g.  s.  wound, 
should  occur  on  one  day  in  a  Texas  town. 

In  this  connection  we  will  remark  that  in  examining  the  Report 
on  Surgery,  European  Surgeons  noticed,  and  were  struck  with  the 
fact  that  so  many  of  the  major  operations  were  performed  without 
antiseptic  measures,  and  without  the  facilities  now  afforded  in  every 
hospital.  Under  those  circumstances  the  results  are  wonderful. 
Those  gentlemen  also  observed  and  commented  on  the  fact  that 
Texas  Surgeons  show  such  readiness  of  adaptation  to  circumstances, 
many  operations  being  unique  and  original.  The  condition  of  our 
West  Texas  atmosphere  accounts  for  the  former,  and  necessity,  for 
the  latter,  as  we  once  said,  when  a  country  Doctor  is  in  a  tight 
place  he  has  to  "think  it  out";  he  has  no  time  to  consult  books, 
and  is  out  of  reach  of  consultation;  and  in  emergencies  he  "thinks 
it  out,"  with  the  celerity  of  instinct !  and  saves  his  patient ! 

We  sincerely  trust  the  publication  of  these  papers,  and  a  knowl- 
edge that  the  world  is  watching  our  Surgeons  with  interest,  and 
applauding  their  skill,  will  induce  operators  to  send  us  their  cases. 
The  Journal  is  the  door  to  the  text-books,  and  to — fame  !   Use  it. 

HONORS  T)  PROF.  DUDLEY  S.  REYNOLDS.  OF  THE  "BOUNDLESS  WEST." 

At  the  Sixth  Annual  Commencement  of  the  Medico-Chirurgical 
College,  Philadelphia,  held  on  7th  inst.;  the  degree  of  F.  M.  C.  R. 
was  conferred  upon  Prof.  Dudley  S.  Reynolds,  the  able  and  pro- 
gressive editor  of  "Progress,"  published  at  Louisville.  Prof.  Reyn- 
olds delivered  an  address,  by  invitation,  before  the  faculty  and 
graduating  class,  taking  for  his  subject  "  A  History  of  the  Growth 
("Progress")  of  Medicine,"  and  after  the  exercises  a  banquet  was 
given  in  his  honor.  Prof.  Pancoast  presided,  and  the  toast,  "The 
Boundless  VVest,"  was  responded  to  by  Professor  R.  in  his 
usual  happy  style.  There  could  have  been  no  more  fitting  selec- 
tion for  the  response  to  this  toast  than  this  distinguished  represen- 
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tative  of  that  glorious  country  "on  which  the  sun  never  sets,"  the 
"Boundless  West." 


The  Very  Latest. — The  committee  of  arrangements  have  per- 
fected a  contract  with  the  Musical  Union  to  have  the  Grand  Opera 
of  Balshazzar  on  Tuesday  evening,  April  26,  the  first  night  of  the 
Medical  Convention;  benefit  of  the  Tenor,  Mr.  Durham,  an  Austin 
amateur.  Delegates  and  their  ladies  will  be  complimented  with 
free  tickets.  It  is  contemplated  to  give  magic  lantern  exhibitions 
of  pathological  specimens  on  the  evening  of  the  President's  ad- 
dress, Thursday,  in  the  same  hall.  The  management  is  under  the 
Texas  Miscroscopic  Association,  of  which  Dr.  McLaughlin  is  Pres- 
ident.   Those  who  fail  to  come  will  regret  it. 

Exhibits  at  the  Texas  Medical  Convention. — The  Secretary 
has  been  for  some  time  in  correspondence  with  manufacturers  of 
Pharmaceuticals,  Instruments  and  Surgical  Appliances  with  regard 
to  the  April  meeting  of  the  State  Medical  Association,  and  we  are 
authorized  to  state  that  the  following  firms  will  be  represented  by 
agents,  with  full  lines  for  exhibition,  (and  samples  for  distribution). 
The  indications  are,  that  this  feature  of  the  meeting  will  be  unusu- 


ally attractive: 

Messrs.  Sharpe  &  Dohme  Baltimore. 

"       Parke  Davis  &  Co.,  .....Detroit. 

W.  R.  Warner  &  Co.,  Philadelphia. 

"       Thomas  Leming  &  Co.,  (Nestles  Food),  New  York. 

"       Reed  &  Carnrick,  New  York. 

"       J.  P.  Bush  Manufacturing  Co.,. . .  .New  York. 

"       J.  W.  Lambert,  (Listerine),  St.  Louis. 

"       Seaburry  &  Johnson,  New  York. 

"       Allison  &  Johnson,  (Clark  Chair),  Indianapolis. 

Geddes  M'f'g.  Co.,  Ext.  Hemlock,  [London,  W.  C.  and 

Boston.* 

R.A.Robinson  &  Co.,  Louisville.* 

*[By  sample  only,  no  agent:  The  Hemlock  is  for  distribution  to 
those  who  will  agree  to  use  it  in  practice-] 


The  name  of  our  sprightly  contemporary  at  Waco  is  changed 
from  the  "Texas  Druggist"  to  the  "Texas  and  Southwestern  Drug- 


434      DANIEL'S  TEXAS  MEDICAL  JOURNAL. 


gist."  The  Druggist  is  doing  yeoman  service  in  the  cause  of  "higher 
Pharmacy"  and  organization. 


The  Texas  State  Pharmaceutical  Association  will  meet  in 
Fort  Worth  the  Second  Tuesday,  ioth  day  of  May,  prox.  The 
Texas  S.  W%  Druggist  offers  a  cash  prize  of  $50  for  the  best  essay 
on  any  subject  connected  with  Pharmacy  presented  before  the 
State  Pharmaceutical  Association  at  this  meeting. 


The  Central  Texas  Medical  Association  held  its  third  quarterly 
meeting  in  Waco,  Tuesday,  April  12th  inst.  WTe  have  had  no  re- 
port to  date,  but  understand  the  Association  is  in  a  flourishing  con- 
dition. 


Papers  For  the  Sections. — The  following  is  a  list  of  papers  to 
be  read  at  the  coming  meeting  of  the  The  Texas  State  Medical  As- 
sociation, as  far  as  reported  to  the  Secretary,  up  to  the  time  we  go 
to  press:  J.  W.  McLaughlin,  M.  D.,  Chairman,  Section  on  Obstet- 
rics and  Diseases  of  Women.  1.  Management  of  the  Third  Stage 
of  Labor,  from  the  Standpoint  of  Personal  Experience,"  by  S.  H. 
Stout,  M.  D.,  Cisco,  Texas. 

Section  on  Ppactice  Medicine,  Etc.,  J.  F.  Y.  Paine,  M.  D., 
Chairman: 

1.  Mental  Alienation  a  Sequel  of  Intermittent  Fever:  E,  Gold- 
man, M.  D.,  Galveston. 

2.  Babies  and  Their  Troubles,  by  C.  L.  Gwyn,  M.  D.,  Galves- 
ton.   [Secretary  of  Section]. 

3.  Spinal  Irritation,  by  J.  W.  Carhart,  M.  D.,  Lampasas. 

4.  Typho  Malarial  Fever,  by  E.  J.  Ward,  M.  D.,  Waxahachie, 

5.  Pneumonia,  by  J.  C.  Milner,  M.  D.,  Comanche, 

Section  on  Surgery  and  Anatomy.  J.  D.  Osborn,  M.  D.,  Chair- 
man. Treatment  of  Internal  Hemorrhoids,  by  Hypodermic  Injec- 
tion, by  Q.  A.  Shuford,  M.  D.,  Tyler. 

Section  on  Electro  Therapeutics:  F.  T.  Paine,  M.  D.,  Chair- 
man. 1.  Three  years  work  with  electricity,  by  F.  T.  Paine,  Co- 
manche. 

Section  on  Ophthalmology  and  Otology,  T.  J.  Tyner,  M.  D., 
Chairman. 


AD  VER  TI SEMEN  TS. 


Certificate  of  Purity  from  the  Board  of 
Inland  Revenue  and  from  Her 
Majesty's  Customs. 

INLAND  REVENUE. 

Somerset  House,  London,  W.  C,  June  21, 1886. 

Gentlemen, 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  10th  ultimo,  I  am  directed  by  the  Board  of  In- 
land Revenue  to  state  that  on  examination  it  appears  that  the  sample  of  Fluid  Ex- 
tract of  Hen.  lock  Bark  is  pure.  Such  Extract  would,  therefore,  fall  within  the  em- 
emption  from  stamp  duty  accorded  by  the  Act  52  George  III.,  Cap.  150,  in  favour  of 
Medicinal  Drugs,  uttered  or  vended  entire,  without  any  mixture  or  composition  with 
any  other  drug  or  ingredient.  I  am  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  P.  COUSINS. 

To  The  Geddes  Manufacturing  Co.,  College  Chambers.  249,  High  Holborn. 

MERTENS  &  CO., 
Shipping  Agents  to  the  Belgian  Government. 

3  Cross  Lane,  St.  Mary-at-Hill,  London,  E  C,  July  6, 1886. 
The  Geddes  Manufacturing  Co.,  College  Chambers,  249  High  Holborn,  W.  C. 
Gentleman, 

We  have  much  pleasure  in  advising  you  that  we  have  this  day  cleared  for  your 
account  a  shipment  of  "Geddes'  Fluid  Extract  of  Hemlock  Bark,"  ex  s.s.  "Egyptian 
Monarch,"  from  New  York. 

The  Officers  of  Her  Majesty's  Customs  at  this  port  having  made  a  careful  analysis 
of  the  said  Extract,  have  declared  the  same  pure  and  free  from  alcohol,  and  have 
consequently  passed  same  free  from  income  duty. 

We  remain,  Gendemen, 

Faithfully  vours, 

MERTENS  &  CO. 

Hackney  Road,  London,  E.,  April  10, 1886. 

Gentlemen, 

1  have  used  the  bottle  of  Extract  of  Hemlock  Bark,  which  you  so  kindly  sent  me, 
in  the  most  stubborn  case  of  chronic  Leucorrhcea  (whites),  accompanied  with  ulcera- 
tion, which  had  come  under  my  observation  during  five  and  thirty  years  of  constant 
practice.  The  case  was  that  of  a  married  lady,  thirty-three  years  of  age.  whom  I  had 
given  up  as  past  recovery,  and  on  whom  I  had  exhausted  every  manner  of  treatment 
then  known  to  medical  science,  but  happily  the  new  discovery  of  your  Extract  has 
enabled  me  to  effect  a  perfect  cure  of  my  patient.  I  used  in  all  less  than  four  bottles, 
closely  following  your  printed  directions.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  your  Ex- 
tract saved  this  lady's  life.  I  have  much  pleasure,  gentlemen,  in  wishing  you  great 
success.  Yours  very  truly, 

H.  P.  MACKENZIE,  M.  D. 


y?iE  JSeddes  ^Manufacturing  j^o. 

SOLE  PROPRIETORS  AND  MANUFACTURERS. 

Cambridgeport  Station,  Boston,  Mass.,  U.  S.  A.,  Jl.1<T1D 
College  Chambers,  249,  High  Holborn,London,  W.  C. 

GALVESTOIT  DALLAS, 

TSXAS  AGENTS- 


A  D  J  ER  TISEMENTS. 


liTEWYOBZ:  P0  3T-GEADTJA.T11] 

MEDICAL  SCHOOL  AND  HOSPITAL 

Incorporated  hy  Special  Act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York. 

SIXTH  YEAR  —  SESSIONS  OF  1887-8. 

 FACULT  Y  

This  school  will  enter  upon  its  fifth  year  on  September  15th.  It  was  f  mnded  by 
members  of  the  Post-Graduate  Faculty  of  the  University  of  the  City  of  New  York, 
and  was  the  first  institution  in  the  United  States  to  present  a  systematic  system  of 
clinical  instruction  for  graduates  in  medicine. 

The  teaching-  is  practical  and  thorough.  The  school  is  not  a  mere  clinic,  although 
all  the  lectures  are  clinical,  but  it  is  a  place  of  instruction  in  which  the  practitioner, 
by  actually  handling  the  cases  under  the  guidance  of  the  professors  and  instructors, 
may  learn  the  use  of  instruments  for  examination  and  treatment,  and  observe  the 
effects  of  remedies^  Each  hospital  to  which  the  teachers  are  attached  forms  a  part 
of  the  field  of  instruction.  The  general  schedule  is  so  arranged  that  there  is  no  con- 
flict in  the  hours  of  attendance  of  the  professors.  The  clinics  begin  at  9  a.  m..  and 
continue  until  6  p.  m.  each  day.  Clinics  are  also  given  on  -  - 

every'     evening*  and  the  Clinical  Society  of  the  School  meets  twice  "a 
montn  on  Saturday  "evenings.   A  Dispensary  and  an  Hospital  form  a  part  of  this 
school,  with  one  ward  exclusively  for  infants,  which  has  been  lately  endoAved  by  be- 
nevolent ladies  of  New  York  city.   Practitioners  may  enter  the  school  at  any  time. 
Win.  A.  Hammon,  M.  D  —Professor of  Diseases  of  the  Mind  and  Nervous  System  and 

of  Medical  Electricity;  Surgeon-General  of  the  U.  S.  Army  (retired  list.) 
D.  B.  St.  John  Roosa,  M.  D.,  LL.  D.— Professor  of  Diseases  of  the  Eye  and  Ear;  Sur- 
geon to  the  Manhattan  Eye  and  Ear  Hospital ;  President  of  the  Faculty. 
Fredrick  R.  Sturgis,  M.  D.— Professor  of  Diseases  of  the  Genito-Urinary  Organs,  and 
of  VenerealJJiseases ;  Surgeon  to  the  Charity  Hospital.^  _ 

Thos.  E.  SatterthwalteTMTD  ^-Professor  of  Pathology  and  General  Medicine;  Pathol- 
ogist to  the  Presbyterian  Hospital. 

Charles  L-  Dana,  M.  D.— Professor  of  Diseases  of  the  Mind  and  Nervous  System,  and 
of  Medical  Electricity;  Professor  of  Physiology,  Woman's  Med.  College;  Physician 
to  Bellevue  Hospital. 

M.  Josiah  Roberts  M.  D.— Professor  of  Orthopaedic  Surgery  and  Mechanical  Thera- 
peutics; Visiting  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  to  the  Randall's  Island  Hospitals. 

Alexander  J.  C.  Skene,  M.  D.— Prof,  of  Diseases  of  Women;  Prof,  of  Diseases  of  Wo- 
men, L.  I.  Hospital  Med.  School;  Attending  Surgeon  of  the  L.  L  College  Hospital. 

Andrew  H.  Smith,  M.  D.— Prof,  of  Clinical  Medicine  and  Therapeutics;  Attending 
Physician  to  the  Presbyterian  Hosp. ;  Consulting  Physician  to  the  Orthopaedic  Hosp. 

Wm.  Oliver  Moore,  M.  D.— Prof .  of  Diseases  of  the  Eye  and  Ear;  Prof,  of  Diseases  of 
the  Eye  and  Ear,  University  of  Vermont,  and  Woman's  Med.  College,  New  York 

William  F.  Flughrer,  M.  D.— Professor  of  Clinical  Surgery;  Surgeon  to  Bellevue  and 
Mount  Sinai  Hospitals. 

Bache  WcE.  Emmeu,  M.  D.— Professor  of  Diseases  of  Women;  Asst.  Surgeon  to  the 
New  York  State  Women's  Hospital. 

Edward  Kershner,  M.  D.,  U.S.N.— Prof ,  of  Naval,  Military  and  State  Hygiene. 

Ambrose  L.  Ranney,  M.  D.— Prof,  of  the  Anatomy  and  Physiology  of  t  ie  Nervous 
System;  Prof,  of  General  and  Special  Anatomy,  University  of  Vermont. 

William  Henry  Porter,  M.  D.— Professor  of  Clinical  Medicine  and  Pathology,  Curator 
of  the  Presbyterian  Hospital. 

George  Henry  Fox,  M.  D.— Professor  of  Diseases  of  the  Skin;  Professor  of  Derma- 
tolog}',  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  New  York. 

Stephen  Smith  Burt,  M.  D  —  Prof,  of  Physical  Diagnosis;  Physician  to  the  Out-Door 
Department,  Bellevue  Hospital. 

Seneca  D  Powell,  M.  D. — Prof,  of  Minor  Surgery. 

C.A.Von  Ramdohr,  M.D.— Prof,  of  Obstetrics;  Physician  to  the  German  Poliklinik. 
Horace  T.  Hanks.  M  D.— Professor  of  Diseases  of  \\  omen ;  Asst.  Surgeon  to  the  New 

York  State  w  omen's  Hospital. 
Lewis  S.  Pilcher,  M.  D. — Professor  of  Clinical  Surgery. 

H.  J.  Garrigues.— Prof,  of  Obstetrics;  Surg,  to  the  Maternity  and  German  Hospitals. 
Herber  G.  Lyttle,  M.D.— Ass«.  Professor  of  Genito-Urinary  Diseases,  and  of  Venereal 

Diseases  , 
Graeme  M.  Hammond.  M.D.— Ass«>.  Prof,  of  Diseases  of  the  Mind  and  Nervous  System. 
J.  R.  Nilson,  m.D.  -  Asso.  Prof,  of  Diseases  of  Women. 
u.  B.  Hone.  M.  D.— Asso.  Prof,  of  Diseases  of  the  Nose  and  Throat. 
Clarence  C.  Rice,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Diseases  of  the  Nose  and  Throat. 

SAMUEL  LLOYD,  Asst.  See'y.  FREDERIC  R.  STURGIS,  Sec.  of  the  Faculty, 

P:ease mention  Daniels'  Medical  Journal.  226  East  20th  St.,  New  York  City. 
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1.  Report  on  Ophthalmology  and  Otology,  T.  J.  Tyner,  M.  D., 
Chairman. 

2.  Iritis,  by  R.  H.  Chilton,  M.  D.,  Dallas. 

3.  The  Syringe  in  Ear  Diseases,  by  J.  R.  Briggs,  M.  D.,  Dallas. 

4.  A  Case  of  Neuro  Retinitis — total  loss  of  vision  in  both  eyes, 
followed  by  complete  restoration  in  right  eye,  and  a  partial  one  in 
the  left,  by  J.  H.  Smith,  M.  D.,  Dallas.  [Secretary  to  the  Section]. 

"  What  is  a  Banquet  ?"  Our  distinguished  contemporary  of  the 
Journal  American  Medical  Association  takes  us  to  task  for  saying 
4'  sl  banquet  without  wine  would  be  a  hollow  mockery."  Custom 
has  so  made  it,  at  least, — in  modern  times  ; — and  so  general  is  the 
flow  of  wine  at  all  convivial  gatherings,  that  its  absence  is  like  tak- 
ing Hamlet  out  of  Hamlet.  Prof.  Davis  is  such  a  teetotaler,  that  he 
seems  to  regard  "  a  wine  supper  and  a  debauch."  as  synonymous  ; 
we  do  not,  by  any  means,  and  we  were  quite  explicit  in  the  state- 
ment that  fear  of  indiscretion  on  the  part  of  our  guests  did  not  en- 
ter at  all,  into  the  considerations  which  induced  the  committee  to 
•dispense  with  both,  wine  and  banquet. 


To  Members  of  the  Texas  State  and  Medical  Associa- 
tion.— A  copy  of  the  Journal  has  been  mailed  to  every  member 
of  the  Association,  whose  name  appears  on  the  roll,  whether  a 
subscriber  or  not.  To  those  who  are  not  subscribers  it  is  sent,  with 
the  editor's  compliments,  as  a  souvenir  of  the  Austin  meeting.  An 
extra  edition  has  been  printed,  and  it  is  intended  as  a  memorial  to 
our  deceased  brethren,  and  commemorative  of  the  Auotin  meeting. 


To  Whom  it  may  Concern  :  Of  the  number  who  joined  at  Dal- 
las, the  Journal  has  been  regularly  sent  for  one  year,  to  twenty- 
five.  True,  it  was  not  authorized,  but,  as  it  was,  in  no  instance  re- 
turned, and  no  request  made,  to  discontinue  it,  those  twenty-five  are, 
of  course,  considered  subscribers  ;  and  this  notice  is  intended  as  a 
gentle  reminder  that  the  coming  meeting  will  be  a  very  appropriate 
time  to  settle, — and  that  it  takes  money  to  publish  a  monthly  Med- 
ical Journal. 


A  Deserved  Compliment. — Progress,  (Louisville,  Ky.)  in  a 
lengthy  review  of  the  transactions  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  As- 
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sociation  for  '86,  in  which  the  palm  for  excellence  is  yielded  to> 
Texas,  says  of  Dr.  Becton's  address  : 

"The  annual  address  of  the  President,  Dr.  E.  P.  Becton,  was  so- 
much  above  the  average  of  its  kind  as  to  have  attracted  wide  atten- 
tion and  is  still  being  discussed  in  the  medical  journals.  Some 
have  considered  it  rather  over-wrought  in  sentiment  and  fervid  in 
style.  We  do  not  consider  questions  of  style  and  taste  in  a  com- 
position of  this  kind,  so  long  as  they  are  not  bad.  It  was  intended 
to  fire  the  ambition  and  renew  the  mutual  pledges  of  fraternity  from 
the  standpoint  of  a  zealous  churchman.  To  justify  the  standard  of 
his  own  address,  we  must  accord  to  Dr.  Becton  a  distinguished 
place  as  a  citizen  and  a  member  of  the  medical  profession." 

Personal. — We  regret  to  announce  that  our  distinguished  Presi- 
dent, Dr.  T.  H.  Nott,  is  suffering  from  serious  impairment  of  his 
general  health,  from  want  of  the  necessary  rest  and  recreation,  in- 
cident to  a  large  and  laborious  practice  extending  over  a  vast  area 
of  country,  and  necessitating  much  riding.  He  has  gone  to  Waco 
to  recuperate  during  the  brief  interval  before  the  meeting;  but  like 
the  thrifty  farmer  who  wanted  the  men  to  "clean  up  the  yard" 
while  they  were  "resting,"  the  Doctor  is  at  work  on  his  address, 
and  making  other  active  preparations  for  the  meeting.  We  sin- 
cerely trust  that  his  health  will  permit  of  his  being  with  us  and 
giving  us  one  of  his  best  efforts. 


"A  LITTLE  PREVIOUS"  I 

Dr.  F.  E.  Daniel,  Austin,  Texas  : 

Dear  Doctor — My  attention  has  just  been  called  to  a  little  notice 
from  the  Editor  of  the  Kansas  City  Medical  Index,  on  page  99  of 
March  issue,  referring  to  Dr.  W.  H.  Wilkes.  The  Editor  thinks 
your  notice  of  Dr.  Wilkes  a  little  previous,  but  I  am  happy  to  say 
that  it  was  not  much  so,  for  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Faculty  of 
the  Medical  Department  of  the  University  of  Kansas  City,  Dr. 
Wilkes  was  elected  to  fill  the  Chair  of  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of 
Children. 

I  write  this  in  justice  to  Dr.  Wilkes. 

Yours  sincerely, 

Jno.  W.  Jackson, 

President  of  Faculty. 

The  Kansas  City  Medical  Index,  having  challenged  our  assertion 
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in  February  number,  "as  a  little  previous,"  that  Dr.  Wilkes  had 
accepted  a  professorship  in  the  Kansas  City  Medical  College,  we 
copy  the  above,  which  is  official.  We  will  state  that  our  authority 
for  saying  a  professorship  had  been  offered  Dr.  Wilkes,  was  beyond 
question.  The  only  mistake  was  in  our  placing  Dr.  Wilkes  in  the 
wrong  college — the  Kansas  City  Medical  College  instead  of  the 
Medical  Department,  University  of  Kansas  City. 


Separating  the  Licensing  from  the  Teaching  Power. — We 
learn  from  the  JV.  Y.  Medical  Record  that  Minnesota  has  passed  a 
law  which  robs  a  diploma  of  its  supposed  authority.  Though  the 
courts  of  many  States  have  decided  that  "a  diploma  conveys  no 
right  to  practice  medicine" — being  what  Webster  defines  it — "a 
record  of  a  degree  having  been  conferred,"  popular  opinion  holds 
it  to  be  all  sufficient  to  entitle  the  holder  to  practice  anywhere,  and 
custom  has  sanctioned  it.  The  provisions  of  the  Minnesota  law, 
are:  1.  The  appointment  of  a  Board  of  Examiners.  2.  No  mem- 
ber to  serve  more  than  two  terms.  3.  Two  members  are  to  be 
homoepaths.  4.  All  persons  hereafter  commencing  the  practice  of 
medicine  in  the  State  must  pass  an  examination  upon  the  different 
branches.  5.  Before  entering  upon  said  examination,  the  appli- 
cant must  produce  evidence  of  having  attended  three  courses  of 
lectures,  if  date  of  diploma  is  later  than  '87.  6.  Power  is  given  the 
board  to  refuse  or  revoke  license  for  unprofessional,  dishonorable 
or  immoral  conduct.  7.  No  member  of  any  existing  medical  fac- 
ulty eligible  to  appointment  on  the  new  board. 

The  last  section  divorces  entirely  the  licensing  from  the  teaching 
power. 

Austin  Graduates. — Messrs.  Justus  Duffau,  Frank  Litten  and 
Clark  Red,  of  Austin,  graduated  last  month  at  Jefferson  Medical 
College,  Philadelphia.  Mr.  Duffau  who  was  a  student  of  Dr.  Joseph 
Cummings,  took  the  gold  medal  for  best  original  paper  on  obstet- 
rics. The  examinations  are  said  to  have  been  unusually  strict,  as, 
in  response  to  pressure  of  public  sentiment,  the  Jefferson  Medical 
College  has  raised  the  standard  of  requirements;  and  a  large  num- 
ber of  applicants,  were  rejected,  including,  it  is  reported,  the  fore- 
man or  "president"  of  the  graduating  class.  Mr.  Litten  is  a  son  of 
our  esteemed  fellow-citizen.  Dr.  J.  M.  Litten,  an  old  resident  prac- 
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titioner  of  Austin,  and  studied  under  his  instruction.  He  will  re- 
main in  hospital  at  Philadelphia  some  months  to  study  certain 
special  branches.  We  have  not  the  pleasure  of  knowing  Dr.  Red, 
but  we  welcome  all  these  gentlemen  to  the  ranks.  Such  men  are  a 
credit  to  the  profession  and  to  their  State. 


A  Practical  Treatise  on  Obstetrics.  Vol.  I.  (4  vols.),  Anatomy 
of  the  Internal  and  External  Genitals,  Physiological  Phenomena 
(Menstruation  and  Fecundation).  By  A.  Charpentier,  M.  P., 
Paris.  Illustrated  with  lithographic  plates  and  wood  engravings. 
This  is  also  Vol.  I.  of  the  "Cyclopedia  of  Obstetrics  and  Gyneco- 
logy" (12  vols.),  issued  monthly  during  1887.  New  York:  Will- 
iam Wood  &  Company. 

A  Practical  Treatise  on  Obstetrics.  Vol.  II.  (4  vols.),  The 
Pathology  of  Pregnancy.  By  A.  Charpentier,  M.  D.,  Paris.  Il- 
lustrated with  lithographic  plates  and  wood  engravings.  This  is 
also  Vol.  II.  of  the  11  Cyclopedia  of  Obstetrics  and  Gynecology"  (12 
vols.),  issued  monthly  during  1887.  New  York:  William  Wood 
&  Company. 

This  is  a  translation  from  the  French  edition  of  1882  made  un- 
der the  supervision  of  Egbert  H.  Grandin,  M,  D.,  Obstetric  Sur- 
geon to  the  New  York  Maternity  Hospital;  Instructor  in  Gynaeco- 
logy at  the  New  York  Polyclinic;  Fellow  of  the  Obstetrical  So- 
ciety, etc. 

It  is  claimed  by  the  author  that  although  the  country  is  liberally 
supplied  with  works  on  obstetrics,  "the  classical  treatises  are  no 
longer  exponents  of  the  modern  science."  We  do  not  know  ex- 
actly upon  what  he  bases  the  assertion;  for  we  have  Lusk's  last  edi- 
tion, which  certainly  is  an  "exact  exponent  of  the  science"  from  an 
American  stand-point.  But,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  no  text  book  can 
show  the  very  latest  phases  of  treatment,  so  progressive  are  the 
Americans  in  that  line;  this  can  only  be  had  by  reading  the  Medical 
Journals;  they  are  to  the  text  books  what  the  daily  is  to  the  weekly 
newspaper.  Professor  Charpentier  being  at  the  head  of  the  ob- 
stetric clinic  at  the  Paris  School  of  Medicine  and  adjunct  to  the 
chair  of  obstetrics  (Professors  Pajot  &  Depaul)  was  in  position  to 
keep  well  abreast  of  the  progress  in  this  science  in  France,  in  theory 
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and  in  practice.  No  doubt  it  contains  many  new  and  valuable 
hints.  We  have  not  yet  had  opportunity  to  give  the  two  volumes, 
with  which  the  publishers  have  favored  us,  more  than  a  cursory  ex- 
amination. The  get  up  is  fully  equal  to  Messrs.  Wm.  Wood  &  Co.'s 
usual  superior  style.  Cloth:  pp  506.  The  series  of  twelve  is  to  be 
sold  for  the  nominal  price  of  S16. 50  in  three  payments.  It  is  cer- 
tainly a  valuable  collection  and  profusely  illustrated. 

Manual  of  Treatment.  A  Concise  Presentation  of  the  Modern 
Methods  of  Treating  Diseases  employed  by  the  best  Authors, 
Teachers  and  Practitioners;  arranged  with  special  reference  to 
the  needs  of  American  practitioners,  by  C.  F.  Taylor,  M.  D.,  edi- 
tor of  the  Medical  World,  and  W.  F.  Waugh,  M.D.,  A.M.,  Profes- 
sor of  Practice  and  Clinical  Medicine  in  the  Medico-  Chirurgical 
College,  of  Philadelphia;  Physician  to  the  Medico-Chirurgical 
Hospital  of  Philadelphia;  member  American  Academy  of  Medi- 
cine; Academy  of  Natural  Sciences;  Microscopical  and  Biologi- 
cal Section;  Vice  President  of  the  Medico-Segal  Society  of  Phila- 
delphia; Late  of  U.  S.  Navy,  etc.,  etc.,  published  by  The  Medi- 
cal World,  1520  Chestnut  street,  Philadelphia,  1887.  Cloth,  530 
pages,  price  $4.00. 

Dr.  Taylor  begun  the  preparation  of  this  work  in  1885,  but  was 
compelled  to  abandon  it  for  want  of  time.  Later  he  met  Professor 
Waugh,  who  being  impressed  as  Dr.  Taylor  was  with  the  need  of 
such  a  work — in  order  to  save  the  general  practitioner  much  valu- 
able time  which  would  be  required  to  make  a  thorough  research 
through  a  great  mass  of  literature,  both  foreign  and  domestic — be- 
came interested  in  it,  and  the  combined  labors  of  both  these  gen- 
tlemen have  given  the  profession  one  of  the  most  useful  books,  prac- 
tically, that  we  have  seen.  The  nature  of  Professor  Waugh's  occu- 
pation and  his  taste,  naturally  lead  him  to  explore  the  general  field 
of  literature,  and  in  so  doing  he  culled  the  best  items  of  treatment 
of  prominent  and  successful  practitioner,  not  only  in  America,  but 
in  all  parts  of  Europe,  and  though  the  work  is  designed  for  the 
American  practitioner,  and  is  made  up  largely  of  the  more  popular 
methods  of  American  treatment,  and  especially  that  of  certain  dis- 
tinguished physicians,  it  is  by  no  means  confined  to  such. 

We  are  much  pleased  with  it.  Being  arranged  alphabetically  it 
is  very  handy  for  reference;  is  really  a  "manual,"  It  shows  in  its 
preparation  not  only  deep  and  thorough  research,  but  a  wise  dis- 
crimination— good  judgment  in  selection. 
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The  mechanical  execution  is  highly  creditable  to  the  Medical 
World.  Price,  in  fine  muslin  and  gilt,  only  $4.00.  Should  you 
order  the  book — and  we  would  advise  you  to  do  so — please  men- 
tion Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 


Dr.  Foote,  representing  Seabury  &  Johnson,  the  genial  "plaster 
man,"  as  the  T.  6r*  S.  W.  Druggist  calls  him,  will  be  on  hand  as- 
usual  at  the  meeting  on  26th. 

We  wish  to  call  attention  of  all  doctors  who  are  fond  of  rifle 
shooting  to  the  advertisement  of  the  Lyman  Sight.  There  is  noth- 
ing like  it;  it  makes  the  aim  quick  and  accurate,  and  it  makes  rifle 
shooting  almost  as  simple  as  shooting  a  shotgun.  We  have  used  it 
and  can  recommend  it. 

We  call  the  attention  of  our  readers  to  the  advertisement  of 
Messrs.  R.  A.  Robinson  &  Co.,  Louisville,  Ky.,  which  will  be  found 
on  another  page  of  this  issue.  This  firm  was  established  forty-five 
years  ago,  and  enjoys  a  wide-spread  reputation  as  a  sound,  honest,, 
reliable  business  house.  We  do  not  hesitate  to  endorse  their  pre- 
parations as  being  all  they  claim  for  them. 

The  New  York  Pharmacal  Association,  of  Yonkers. — We  call 
attention  to  the  advertisement  of  this  well  known  firm  in  this  issue! 
They  are  the  proprietors  of  Lactopeptine,  a  pharmaceutical  which  is 
now  used  the  world  over,  and  which  is  as  standard  in  prescription 
as  Dovers  Powder.  It  is  too  late  in  the  day  to  say  anything  in  com- 
mendation of  an  article  rhat  is  known  for  its  value,  to  the  merest 
tyroer  in  medicine. 

Mr.  Cox. — This  gentleman,  agent  for  the  celebrated  Mellins 
Food  (Doliber  &  Goodale,  Boston)  is  so  well  known  to  the  medical 
profession  of  America,  and  is  so  generally  an  attendant  at  medical 
conventions — with  his  samples  and  his  pleasant  words — that  should 
he  fail  to  put  in  an  appearance  on  the  26th  he  will  be  missed.  We 
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had  understood  that  it  was  the  intention  of  Messrs.  D.,  G.  &  Co.  to 
make  an  exhibit,  but  we  have  not  heard  from  them  lately. 

Let  it  not  be  Forgotten;  it  is  Important. — Kidders'  Crust 
Pepsine  has  twenty  times  the  solvent  power  of  the  pepsine  of  U.  S. 
P.  You  can  extemporize  the  latter  thus:  R.  Kidder's  Crust  Pep- 
sine gr.  i,  sugar  milk  gr.  19,  m.,  and  you  have  20  grs.  Pepsine  U.  S. 
P.    See  advertisement.  • 

Wheat  Phosphates  (acid)  and  phospho-muriate  of  quinine,  iron 
and  strychnia,  is  the  ideal  tonic.  A  moments  reflection  will  sug- 
gest a  large  range  of  pathological  conditions  to  which  it  is  adapted. 
Send  for  descriptive  circular  and  sample  to  the  Charles  H.  Phillips 
Chemical  Co.,  30  Piatt  street,  New  York.  (Daniel's  Texas  Medi- 
cal Journal.) 

Dr.  Robert  Koch. — We  have  reeeived  a  handsome  lithograph 
portrait  of  Dr.  Koch,  with  the  compliments  of  that  enterprising 
house,  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  of  Detroit.  Any  physician  desiring  a 
copy  can  procure  it  by  sending  his  address  to  the  above  firm  and 
mentioning  this  Journal. 


"  Salol,"  the  new  remedy  for  rheumatism  is  advertised  in  this  is- 
sue for  the  first  time  :  read  it.  Messrs.  Schieflin  &  Co.  do  not  do 
things  by  halves,  and  when  they  offer  an  article  to  the  medical  pro- 
fession, you  may  safely  believe,  that  it  is  reliable,  and  they  will 
push  it. 

The  St.  Louis  Post  Graduate  Medical  College,  is  a  great  fav- 
orite with  Texas  physicians,  as  well  it  should  be.  Prof.  Briggs,  the 
secretary  writes  us  :  "  Renew  our  advertisement  for  another  year  ; 
we  have  too  many  Texans  in  our  classes  not  to  advertise  in  your 
Journal,  the  attendance  from  your  State  has  been  unusually  large 
this  last  session." 

Not  only  is  the  distance  much  less  than  to  other  Post  Graduate 
Colleges,  (the  saving  in  time  and  money  is  an  important  item),  but 
the  very  large  clinics — (population  of  St.  Louis  400,000),  in  this 
now  acknowledged  great  medical  centre,  constitute  a  great  advan- 
tage to  those  seeking  Post  Graduate  instruction.  The  instruction 
afforded  Texas  physicians,  who  have  taken  the  post  graduate 
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course,  has  been  of  a  practical  character,  and  therefore,  highly 
satisfactory.  There  being  plenty  of  material,  and  every  facility, — 
the  physicians,  who  go  there  to  study  special  branches,  are  in 
clover,  so  to  speak  ; — and,  moreover,  they  are  not  embarrassed  by  a 
crowd  of  young  undergraduates, — for  whose  benefit,  instruction 
must,  necessarily  be  elementary.  None  but  practicing  physicians, 
graduates,  are  admitted  at  the  St.  Louis  Post  Graduate.  See  new 
advertisement,  and  mention  us,  when  writing  for  catalogue.  Ad- 
dress Dr.  Chas.  E.  Briggs,  2747  Olive  Street. 

Convenient  and  Economical. — Every  physician,  who  has  ever 
administered  ether,  knows  how  tedious  the  process  is  by  the 
ordinary  method, — and  they  also  note  how  much  is  usually  wasted. 
Under  these  circumstances  Snowden's  "Robert's  non-leaking-grad- 
uated-Ether-bottle,"  becomes  a  positive  luxury.  The  iron-dyed  silk 
for  sutues  is  also  very  advantagous, — as  all  testify  who  have  used 
it.  Snowden  must  not  be  forgotten,  when  you  contemplate  re- 
plenishing your  surgical  ar?name?itarium. 

We  want  all  Delegates  to  carefully  read  the  new  advertisement 
of  Messrs.  Fairchild  Brothers  &  Foster,  in  inside  first  cover  page. 
They  will  find  something  there  of  interest. 

Acid  Phosphate  combines  readily,  in  prescription,  with  a  large 
number  of  standard  drugs  in  daily  use,  and  according  to  the  testi- 
mony of  some  of  the  ablest  men  of  the  world,  greatly  adds  to  the 
efficacy  of  prescriptions  intended  for  a  tonic,  or  alterative,  or 
nerve  stimulant.    See  new  advertisement. 


Absent,  but  not  Forgotten  :  We  trust  our  delegates  will  not 
forget  their  friends,  Messrs.  Jno.  Wyeth  &  Brother,  of  Philadelphia, 
simply  because  they  could  not  be  with  us  this  year.  Have  you  seen 
their  hypodermic  tablets  ?  No!  then  send  for  a  sample  of  them  and 
exclaim  :  "Eureka/" 


The  "Clark." — As  an  item  of  news  and  as  showing  what  enter- 
prise will  do,  we  are  authorized  to  state  that  Mr.  Harper,  the  agent 
of  Roberts  &  Allison,  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  sold  95  of  the  celebrated 
"Clark"  physicians'  office  chairs  in  Texas  in  six  weeks.  See  ad- 
vertisement in  this  issue.    We  are  the  proud  owners  of  one  of  these 
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chairs,  and  it  will  be  on  exhibition  at  the  Hall,  during  the  meeting, 
at  request  of  the  agent  who  will  also  be  present  to  expatiate  on  its 
many  advantages. 

Hydronaphthol,  the  latest  antiseptic  and  disinfectant  obtained 
from  the  phenol  series  of  coal  tar  products  is  rapidly  forging  its 
way  to  the  front  in  popular  estimation.  Surgeons  and  Gynaecolog- 
ists everywhere,  in  both  hospital  and  private  practice,  accord  it  the 
highest  possible  merit  for  all  the  purposes  of  an  antiseptic  and  dis- 
infectant. Its  freedom  from  odor,  poisonous  properties  or  corros- 
iveness  give  it  preference  over  carbolic  acid  and  other  antiseptics 
heretofore  employed.  A  book  fully  describing  "Hydi  onaphthol" 
will  be  mailed  free  to  physicians  sending  their  address  to  Seabury 
and  Johnson,  manufacturing  chemists,  21  Piatt  street,  New  York. 

Springfield,  Mo.,  June  6,  1885. 
Jerome  Kidder  Manufacturing  Company: 

Dear  Sirs — What  will  a  battery  and  apparatus  cost  me,  capable 
of  removing  hair,  moles,  warts  and  other  small  tumors?  I  have  one 
of  your  No.  5  batteries  now  in  use  for  nearly  twelve  years,  and,  to 
all  appearance,  as  good  as  new.  Respectfully, 

C.  L.  King,  M.D. 

If  any  of  our  subscribers  are  as  yet  unacquainted  with  Mellin's 
Food  for  Infants  and  Invalids,  we  would  suggest  a  perusal  of  the 
attractive  advertisement  of  Messrs.  Doliber,  Goodale  &  Co.,  upon 
another  page. 

We  take  pleasure  in  recommending  this  article  to  the  profession 
at  large,  from  our  own  personal  knowledge  of  its  excellence,  and  in 
view  of  the  high  endorsement  of  leading  medical  authorities. 

Messrs.  C.  N.  Crittenden  &  Co.  have  become  the  sole  proprie- 
tors of  the  renowned  Hydroleine,  and  it  will  be  advertised  in  next 
issue  of  this  Journal  on  third  page  of  cover,  where  their  Coldens 
Liquid  Beef  Tonic  now  is.  Both  these  preparations  are  known  to 
the  profession  as  preparations  of  merit. 


Artificial  Feeding  of  Infants. — In  the  discussion  of  Dr.  Win- 
ter's paper  on  maternal  nursing  and  wet-nursing  before  the  obstet- 
rical section  of  the  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine,  October  18, 
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Dr.  Simon  Baruch  said:  "I  regard  wet-nurses  as  an  evil  and  avoid 
them  as  much  as  possible.  Fortunately,  the  subject  of  infantile  di- 
gestion has  received  much  study,  the  preparation  of  foods  steadily 
occupying  the  attention  of  our  chemists.  I  believe  we  already 
have  a  good  artificial  food  that  will  render  us  independent  of  the 
pest  of  the  household,  the  wet-nurse.  I  have  recently  had  some 
happy  experience  with  the  preparation  called  "Canrick's  Soluble 
Food,"  composed  of  partially  of  pre-digested  dessicated  milk  in 
combination  with  wheat,  the  starch  of  which  is  converted  into  the 
unfermentable  and  easily  soluble  form  of  dextrine,  which  I  pro- 
pose to  detail  to  you  briefly. 

Nkstles  Milk  Food  will  be  represented  in  fine  style  at  our  ap- 
proaching State  Medical  Convention.  The  enterprising  firm, 
Messrs.  Thomas  Leming  &  Co.,  iS  College  Place,  New  York,  have 
sent  their  gentlemanly  agent,  Mr.  H.  B.  Smith,  to  represent  them, 
and  a  car  load  of  samples,  more  or  less,  have  arrived.  If  every 
doctor  present  does  not  have  an  opportunity  to  test  the  virtues  of 
"Nestles  Milk,"  it  will  not  be  the  fault  of  the  proprietors,  nor  ours! 

Mr.  VVatlington,  the  courteous  agent  of  the  "old  reliable"  firm 
of  Sharpe  &  Dohme,  of  Baltimore,  will  have  a  fine  exhibit  at  our 
State  Medical  Convention,  so  we  are  pleased  to  learn  from  a  letter 
from  Messrs.  S.  &  D.  We  advise  our  friends  to  seek  Mr.  Walling- 
ton,  first  for  his  own  sake,  his  acquaintance,  and  then  to  learn  all 
about  those  new  hypodermic  tablet,  etc.,  recently  introduced  by 
S.  &  D: — and  Doctor,  when  you  order  some  of  them,  do  not  "go 
back  on  us,"  but  mention  the  Journal. 

Exhibits  at  the  Convention.  Messrs.  W.  R.  Warner  &  Co., 
of  Philadelphia,  will  have  also  a  fine  display  of  elegant  pharma- 
ceuticals on  exhibition  at  the  hall  during  the  Medical  Convention. 
We  call  attention  now  to  their  new  advertisement  following  last 
reading  matter. 

Of  Course.  Messrs.  Parke  Davis  &  Co.,  with  the  irrepressi- 
ble Odena,  will  be  on  hand  at  the  Convention,  loaded  with  sam- 
ples of  many  elegant  and  highly  useful  pharmaceuticals — and  ready, 
as  ever,  to  expatiate  on  their  merits,  especially  of  Cascara. 
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In  Typhoid  Fever  the  food  should  be  highly  concentrated,  and 
free  from  all  extraneous  matter;  moreover,  it  should  be  easily  as- 
similated, and  easily  retaitied  on  the  stomach.  These  indications  are 
perfectly  met  in  Bovinine.  ''Bush's  Fluid  Food,"  which  contains 
34  loo  per  cent,  of  soluble  albaminoids.  It  is  the  vital  principle  of 
beef  and  mutton,  concentrated,  and  agrees  with  the  most  delicate. 
See  advertisement,  and  when  you  order,  mention  this  Journal.  The 
J.  P.  Bush  Co.,  proprietors  of  Bovinine,  will  exhibit  at  the  Austin 
meeting  T.  S.  M.  A. 

To  Give  Away  al  the  Meeting.  The  Geddes  Manufacturing 
Co.  are  determined  that  every  physician  in  Texas  shall  become  ac- 
quainted with  the  value  of  the  P^xt.  Hemlock,  (see  advertisement), 
and  have  sent  us  a  gross  of  full  size  bottles  to  give  away  to  the  del- 
egates. They  will  be  in  the  hall  the  opening  day.  When  you  or- 
der, remind  them  of  this. 
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The  above  combination  which  we  have  successfully  and  scien- 
tifically put  in  pill  form  produces,  when  taken  into  the  stomach, 
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This  Pill  contributed  to  make  the  reputation  of  Niemeyer,  and 
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used  these  pills  almost  exclusively  in  Chlorisis,  and  have  wit- 
nessed such  brilliant  results  from  them  in  a  large  number  of 
cases  that  I  have  never  needed  any  opportunity  to  experiment 
with  other  articles.  At  Madgeburg  and  Greifswald  I  often  had 
to  send  my  recipe  for  the  pills  to  a  great  distance,  my  good  for- 
tune in  the  treatment  of  Chlorisis — to  which,  by-the-by,  I  owe 
the  rapid  growth  of  my  practice — having  given  me  great  repute 
as  the  possessor  of  a  sovereign  remedy  against  that  disease." 
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prescribes,  by  ordering  in  bottles  containing  100  each. 

CAUTION. — Specify  Warner  &  Co.,  and  see  to  the  special 
marks  and  Autograph  on  wrapper.  The  coating  is  very  sol- 
uble, and  is  colored  a  delicate  pink. 
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The  Articles  in  this  Department  are  accepted  and  publish&l  with  the  understanding 
that  we  are  not  respmnble  for,  nor  do  we  indorse  the  views  and  opinions  of  the  writers 
y>y  so  doing. 


INTERSTITIAL   UTERINE    FIBRO-MYOMA  COMPLICATING 

DELIVERY. 


By  E.J.  Beall,  M.  £>.,  Fort  Worth,  Texas. 


TERINE  fibroids,  at  their  commencement,  are  interstitial. 


V_J  They  may  remain  interstitial,  or  may  become  sub-periton- 
eal, or  sub-mucous.  Either  of  these  formations  may  occur  inde- 
pendently of  pregnancy  and  parturition,  or  may  complicate  tliat 
process.  Other  tumors  beside  the  fibroid  may  originate  in 
connection  with  the  uterus,  its  appendages,  and  the  cavity  which 
surrounds  it ;  and  may  exist  with  or  without  the  concurrence  of 
pregnancy. 

This  brief  paper  is  intended  to  bring  before  the  profession  a  case 
of  interstitial  fibroid,  complicating  labor;  and  the  remarks  herein 
will  be  confined  to  the  variety  of  tumor,  in  relation  to  which  that 
designation  obtains. 

Interstitial  fibroids  are  of  quite  common  existence.  The  contrary 
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is  true  when  conception  lias  occurred.  Now  and  then,  however, 
cases  arise  in  which  conception  took  place  and  full  term  is  reached; 
others  in  which  circumstances  require  interference  before  or  after 
the  viable  period,  in  order  to  preserve  life. 

Interstitial  fibroids  may  occupy  any  portion  of  the  uterus,  btu 
are  more  common  in  connection  with  the  tvdy  than  the  cervix, 
(i)  Munde. 

If  small,  conception  may  occur;  if  large,  not  so  likely  to 
do  so.  When  they  exist,  and  pregnancy  takes  place,  with 
the  physiological  development  of  the  uterus  there  is  a  pari  passu 
growth  of  the  fibroid;  hence,  at  full  term,  an  interstitial  fibroid 
may  have  assumed  large  proportions  with  no  symptom  appearing  to 
indicate  the  presence  prior  to  conception,  or  during  gestation. 

When  pregnancy  has  occurred,  and  an  interstitial  fibroid  was  at 
its  inception,  or  at  the  beginning  of  its  development,  the  location 
it  may  occupy  may  interfere  with  normal  development  of  the  fcetus 
and  uterus,  jeopardizing  the  safety  of  the  former,  mechanically,  as 
well  as  determining  an  irregular  nutrition  of  the  latter,  thus  endan- 
gering the  life  of  both  fcetus  and  mother  prior  to,  and  when  the 
normal  term  of  gestation  is  reached. 

During  development  the  fcetus  may  become  deformed  by  pres- 
sure of  the  growing  myoma,  deflecting  limbs,  disfiguring  the  head, 
or  any  portion  of  the  body  it  may  encroach  upon;  may,  perhaps, 
crowd  the  child  into  a  preternatural  position,  retarding  its  growth 
and  add  very  much  to  the  discomfort  of  the  pregnant  and  parturi- 
ent woman.  The  placental  attachment  may  be  interfered  with, 
producing,  perhaps,  atrophy,  or  detachment  with  the  necessary 
bleeding  that  would  follow:  crowding  downwards  infringe  upon  the 
bladder,  vagina,  perhaps  bowels,  and  thus  mechanically  endanger 
the  comfort  of  the  subject.  These  and  other  ills  may  occur  to 
child  and  mother  prior  to  the  emptying  of  the  uterus.  After  de- 
livery, natural  or  artificial,  other  dangers  beset  the  woman  and  her 
offspring.  Peradventure,  both  may  perish — victims  of  nature's 
efforts  for  delivery,  or  the  means  essayed  for  relief  by  the  obstetric 
surgeon.  This  subject  will  be  further  presented  when  referring  to 
the  plans  pursued  in  the  past  for  relief  in  such  cases. 

February  21,  1887,  I  was  summoned  by  telegram  to  an  adjacent 
county  by  Drs.  Hall,  Pickett  and  Menafee,  to  see,  with  them,  Mrs. 
Haskew,  who  was  then  in  labor,  the  labor  complicated  with  a  large 
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interstitial  fibroid.  Mrs.  H.  was  forty-four  years  old,  married  ten 
years,  in  labor  with  fourth  child.  I  arrived  at  the  scene  at  to 
o'clock  p.  m.  The  patient  then  had  been  in  labor  eighteen  hours; 
the  amniotic  fluid  already  evacuated:  os  uteri  dilated  to  two-thirds 
its  capacity,  and  was  occupied  by  the  large,  hard,  unyielding  tumor, 
as  shown  in  the  cut.  It  was  possible  to  make  out  the  cervical  at- 
tachment of  the  tumor,  and  by  forcing  the  finger  to  the  left  I  her 
right)  to  find,  with  difficulty,  the  presenting  attenuated  corrugated 
caput  succedaneum  of  a  child,  which  the  violently  contracting 
uterus  was  endeavoring  to  force  by  the  firmly  adherent  mass.  The 
patient,  as  stated,  had  been  in  labor  eighteen  hours.  The  contrac- 
tions were  strong,  but  not  frequent.  Her  pulse  had  increased  in 
frequency  during  the  latter  hours  of  her  suffering,  and  other  evi- 
dence of  progressive  exhaustion  could  be  discovered. 

Upon  consultation,  it  was  determined:  First,  to  endeavor  to 
enucleate  the  tumor.  Second,  to  elevate  the  growth.  Third,  to 
incise  sufficient  of  the  tumor,  that  the  head  of  the  child  might  be 
engaged  in  the  superior  strait,  or  be  reached  for  craniotomy. 
Fourth,  as  a  dernier  resort,  Cesarean  section. 

The  woman  was  partially  anaesthetized,  and  placed  in  the  lithot- 
omy position.  I  introduced  my  left  hand  into  the  vagina,  and, 
guiding  long  handled  scissors  upon  the  palmar  surface  of  the  intra- 
vaginal  hand,  freely  incised,  perpendicularly,  the  capsule  of  the 
fibroid.  Withdrawing  the  scissors,  with  the  fingers  of  the  hand  in- 
troduced within  the  capsule,  I  began  the  process  of  enucleation. 
I  followed  the  tumor  upward,  the  capsule  covering  the  dorsal,  and 
the  palmar  surface  approximated  to  the  tumor,  until  my  arm  was 
hidden  within  the  soft  parts  nearly  to  the  elbow.  It  was  only  by 
this  degree  of  penetration  I  could  reach  the  superior  limit  of  the 
tumor.  The  left  hand  was  now  withdrawn,  the  right  inserted,  and 
the  enucleation  completed  upon  the  opposite  side  of  the  tumor. 
This  done,  during  the  presence  of  a  contraction.  I  grasped  the 
fibroid  with  my  hand,  and,  by  twisting,  liberated  the  few  apex  at- 
tachments that  I  could  not  readily  reach  during  the  enucleating 
process,  and  withdrew  the  body  from  the  uterus.  As  the  tumor 
was  withdrawn  during  a  ''pain,  "  I  kept  the  left  hand  upon  the  the 
outside  of  the  uterus  to  stimulate  contraction,  a  precaution  against 
hemorrhage.  Hitherto  I  had  used  it  to  immobilize  the  tumor  and 
uterus  while  the  enucleation  was  in  progress.     Immediately  before 
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the  delivery  of  the  tumor,  one  fluid  drachm  of  fluid  extract  of  er- 
got was  administered  hypodermically,  believing  that  the  child 
would  soon  follow  through  a  vagina  so  greatly  dilated,  and  that  the 
good  effect  of  that  agent  might  be  displayed  as  an  aid  to  guard 

against  post  partem  haemorrhage. 


The  tumor  weighed  two  pounds  and  thirteen  ounces.  The  ma- 
nipulation and  subsequent  treatment  was  after  the  strict  order  that 
should  guard  against  the  septic  infection  as  was  practicable  under 
the  circumstances. 

The  pain  succeeding  the  one  in  which  the  tumor  was  delivered 
engaged  the  child  as  in  a  natural  labor:  and  recurring  pains  soon 
brought  to  view  a  female  child  weighing  fully  ten  pounds.  There 
was  some  difficulty  in  inducing  respiration:  but  after  the  lapse  of 
fifteen  or  twenty  minutes,  the  babe  was  as  well  as  could  be  desired. 

The  caput  succedaneum  was  developed  at  the  side  of  the  vertex: 
the  fontanel  somewhit  displaced  from  median  line  indicating  and 
corresponding  to  the  pressure  of  the  fibroid  during  the  latter 
months  of  gestation. 
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The  uterus  contracted  well:  the  placenta  was  immediately  ex- 
pressed; and  no  greater  amount  of  flooding  occurred  than  is  usual 
in  the  "relaxed  uteri  "  of  women  who  have  reached  the  age  of  the 
patient  herein  considered/ 

The  health  of  this  woman  had  been  fairly  good  for  a  number  of 
years.  Her  periods  prior  to  the  last  conception  were  little,  or  no 
more  menor  or  metrorrhagic  than  was  her  habit  in  the  earlier  years 
of  her  married  life.  The  physician,  Dr.  Pickett,  who  delivered  her 
two  years  prior  to  her  last  confinement,  was  present,  and  asserted 
that  he  was  not,  nor  was  any  one  else,  cognizant  of  any  symptom 
pointing  to  the  existence  of  a  tumor  connected  with  the  uterus  un- 
til taken  in  the  labor  just  detailed.  Although  we  may  not  know 
positively,  we  may  reasonably  presume,  the  fibroid  complicating 
this  full  term  labor  was  very  small,  if,  indeed,  it  existed  when  con- 
ception occurred.  That  the  growth  was  rapid  during  gestation  its 
size  and  attachments  clearly  indicate,  there  having  been  no  evi- 
dence of  the  existence  of  the  tumor  prior  to  her  confinement. 

It  is  now  the  purpose  of  the  writer  to  present  such  cases  of  in- 
terstitial fibroids  complicating  labor  as  limited  time  and  facilities 
have  enabled  him  to  collect;  present  abstracts  that  shall  indicate 
plan  of  treatment  pursued  and  result,  with  the  view  of  aiding  future 
observers  in  arriving  at  the  best  mode  of  proceedure  under  such 
circumstances.  It  is  true  such  cases  are  rare;  but  having  once  oc- 
curred, will  occur  again,  and  to  whom  no  one  can  know. 

It  is  due  the  profession  that  such  cases  be  made  professional 
property.  Our  experience  really  belongs,  and  should  be  contrib- 
uted, to  a  general  fund  of  professional  knowledge.  Though  the 
results  be  good  or  bad,  in  either  event  a  sign  board  will  be  erected 
to  guide  future  workers  in  the  obstetric  art. 

The  pertinent  question  in  relation  to  interstitial  myoma  is,  how 
and  when  shall  we  interfere  ?  Dr.  Playfair  claims  that  only  small 
fibroids  complicating  delivery  can  be  enucleated.  Other  practi- 
tioners have  disproved  the  assertion  by  the  successful  completion 
and  issue  of  such  cases.  At  the  time  Dr.  P.  perpetrated  such 
views  before  the  London  Obstetrical  Society,  Dr.  Braxton  Hicks 
challenged  the  position  assumed,  and  gave  the  history  of  a  suc- 
cessful case  coming  under  his  observation.  Still  others  have  dis- 
proved Dr.  Playfair's  position,  notably,  Munde.  Danyan,  Grimsdale, 
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Wallace,  Depaul,  Schroeder,  Langenbeck,  Keating,  Fry,  and  my 
own  successful  case. 

In  cases  to  which  enucleation  is  applicable,  and  I  think  they  are 
more  numerous  than  have  hitherto  been  so  considered,  the  results 
in  the  few  cases  thus  treated  throw  a  damper  over  other  procedures 
and  an  analysis  of  cases  will  indubitably  establish  this  fact. 

If  a  case  is  presented,  in  which  the  tumor  can  be  elevated,  and 
labor  completed  by  the  natural  powers  of  the  parturient  woman,  or 
the  interference  of  art,  the  tumor  still  remains,  and  except  in  the  few 
cases  in  which,  during  the  process  of  uterine  involution,  fatty  de_ 
generation  likewise  ensues — as  demonstrated  in  the  progressive- 
atrophy  of  the  fibroma — the  tumor  still  remains,  a  matter  for  subse- 
quent treatment  with  the  attendent  dangers  inseparable  connected 
therewith.  Brown  and  others  have  reported  such  cases.  An  ex 
animation  of  a  critical  character  will  indicate  that  the  hope 
for  post  partem  disappearance  of  the  growth  is  the  exception.  The 
rule  being  that  the  tumor  will  remain  with  its  tendencies  to> 
hemorrhage,  to  the  complication  of  subsequent  pregnancies  and 
other  ill  results  indefinitely.  Cases  are  of  record  which  sustain 
this  position. 

The  parts  at  delivery  are  lubricated,  and  in  other  ways  prepared 
by  nature  for  child  expulsion.  There  is  a  vis  a  tergo,  as  it  were,  in 
the  then  existing  uterine  contractions,  which  favor  more  than 
at  other  times  the  incision  and  enucleation'  of  such  growths  from 
the  cervix  and  lower  uterine  segments.  The  results  of  enucleation 
in  the  twelve  or  thirteen  cases  in  which  that  plan  was  adopted  have 
been  so  good,  to  both,  to  mother  and  child,  that  the  imperative 
duty  of  every  practitioner  is,  when  he  shall  meet  with  interstitial 
fibroids,  to  endeavor  to  make  a  decided  and  thorough  effort  to 
manage  such  cases  by  the  plan  of  enucleation.  If  successful,  the 
child  is  often  times  spared  destructive  means  in  order  to  relieve 
the  mother.  For  in  the  event  the  tumor  can  be  elevated,  the 
inducement  will  then  present  itself  to  the  surgeon,  to  attempt  an 
artificial  delivery  by  version,  the  forceps,  or  craniotomy.  If  one 
shall  entertain  the  suggestion  to  reduce  the  tumor  by  incision 
of  the  more  dependent  portion  in  order  that  the  head  may  engage 
in  the  straits,  the  same  arguments  against  the  elevation  of  the 
tumor  hold  good,  and  to  greater  degree  of  force  ;  for  then  other 
dangers  are  added  :  more  or  less  increase  in  blood  loss,  and  ex- 
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aggerated  chances  tor  septic  infection.  The  mortality  attending 
the  Caesarean  section,  in  which  the  tumor  is  left  behind,  the  resort 
to  Porro's  operation,  the  plan  suggested  by  Bricksy,  must  ever  re- 
main as  the  dernier  resort,  held  in  reserve  when  decided  efforts 
have  been  first  made  to  enucleate  and  failure  has  resulted.  Dr. 
Thomas  once  did  a  Caesarean  section  for  a  myoma  complicating 
delivery.  He  says  :  "  That  since  the  construction  of  his  saw- 
spoon,  as  an  aid  in  difficult  enucleation  future  operators,  with  that 
instrument,  may  be  enabled  to  succeed  in  enucleation  when  hith- 
erto severer  measures  would  have  been  instituted." 

When  an  enucleation  is  being  practiced  the  hand  is  the  best 
means  for  the  accomplishment  of  our  purpose  ;  when,  however, 
fibrous  bands  exist  that  resist  the  efforts  of  the  fingers,  then  the  ser- 
rated spoon  of  Thomas,  referred  to  above,  may  be  brought  to 
good  use. 

I  believe,  in  cases  where  the  fibroid  is  easily  lifted,  or  where  the 
attachments  are  high  and  labor  terminates,  the  time  then  exists  for 
the  enucleation  of  the  tumor.  I  think  it  better  then  when  the 
uterine  cavity  is  patent,  an  easier  operation  will  be  presented,  than 
at  a  future  time,  and  fraught  with  much  less  danger  to  the  woman. 

It  can  be  inferred  from  the  tenor  of  this  article,  that  a  myoma 
may  complicate  gestation,  and  no  symptom  occur  to  indicate  its  ex- 
istence. When,  however,  the  opposite  is  the  case,  symptoms  point 
to  the  presence  of  the  tumor, — when  shall  the  surgeon  act,  taking 
*nto  consideration,  the  well  being  of  both  mother  and  offspring  ? 
This  question,  I  think,  should  be  determined  in  each  individual 
case.  Let  the  case  be  a  "  law  unto  itself."  If  bleeding  has  not  oc- 
curred, when  the  tumor  has  been  discovered,  or  is  not  excessive, 
can  be  held  in  abeyance.  If  no  threatening  symptoms  exist,  it 
would,  perhaps,  be  well  to  await  the  period  of  viability  ;  and,  if 
possible,  full  term.  If  success  would  have  followed  the  induction 
of  premature  labor  peradventure  at  full  term,  the  condition  would 
not  have  so  changed  as  to  render  like  success  unattainable. 

This  paper,  more  than  half  of  which  has  been  written  at  odd  mo- 
ments, after  the  Association  was  in  session,  is  not  as  complete  as  I 
wished.  Many  points  connected  with  the  interesting  subject  I 
leave  untouched.  I  cease  writing  with  the  hope,  that  should  any 
member  of  the  "Texas  State  Medical  Association"  ever  encounter 
the  rare  condition  of  a  fibro-myoma  complicating  delivery,  that  de- 
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cided,  and  intelligent  efforts  shall  be  essayed  for  the  enucleation  of 
the  tumor.  And  I  farther  hope,  that  results  may  prove  as  felici- 
tous, as  they  were  in  the  case  occuring  to  myself, — for  now  a 
mother  lives  six  weeks  removed  from  the  terrible  ordeal  through 
which  she  passed ;  well  and  gratified  in  the  enjoyments  and 
pleasures  growing  out  of  the  sweet  communion  of  a  dear  babe, 
whose  life  was  once  in  the  "  balance  "  with  her  own. 

Note. — It  is  intimated  in  the  body  of  the  paper,  that  a  table  of 
cases  of  interstitial  fibroids,  treated  by  enucleation,  would  be  pre- 
pared.   Want  of  time  prevented  my  making  the  abstracts  intended, 

[Note. — The  above  paper  was  promised  us  for  our  April 
number,  and  was  in  preparation,  but  the  author  was  called  away 
and  did  not  complete  it.  A  subsequent  thought  was  to  send  it  to 
the  Association  meeting,  but  it  arrived  after  adjournment,  and  is 
produced  here  by  authority  of  the  writer.] 


PR1L  27th,  an  interesting  case  of  supra  pubic  lithotomy  was 


/\  performed  here  by  Dr.  A.  Hahn,  assisted  by  Drs.  P.  W. 
lohns,  J.  Favre,  and  myself,  the  result  of  which  I  take  the  liberty 
to  report,  in  short,  as  follows  : 

Patient  (male)  aged  about  36  years,  complained,  as  I  understand, 
for  many  weeks,  and  more  so  two  years  ago,  from  symptoms  of  stone 
in  the  bladder,  enlarged  prostate,  cystitis  and  partial  retention  of 
urine.  On  introducing  the  catheter  and  examining  per  rectum  the 
prostate  proved  to  be  hypertrophied  and  the  stone  lodging  behind 
the  gland,  somewhat  to  the  right  and  upwards  of  the  collum  vesicae. 
The  evacuated  urine  contained  large  flocks  of  mucus  and  pus — 
highly  albuminous  urine.  After  washing  the  bladder  out  thoroughly 
with  antiseptic  warm  water  and  introduction  of  a  rubber  bag  into 
the  rectum,  filled  with  water,  and  filling  the  bladder  with  antiseptic 
fluid — the  incision  (about  two  inches)  was  made  in  the  linea  alba, 
dividing  carefully  and  under  scrupulous  cleanliness  the  deeper  tis- 
sues, and  ligating  every  small  vessel  with  catgut  that  came  under 
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the  knife  before  reaching  the  fascia  and  bladder.  On  account  of 
the  rather  small,  and,  as  it  seemed,  retracted  bladder  and  hypertro- 
phied  gland  and  the  situation  of  the  stone,  which  was  firmly  un- 
packed in  the  mucous  membrane,  it  was  with  much  difficulty  to  reach 
and  feel  the  end  part  of  the  catheter.  The  bladder  was  secured 
with  several  catgut  ligatures  and  opened  without  reaching  the  peri- 
toneum. There  was  but  very  little  bleeding,  considering  that  tbe 
subject  was  a  very  unfavorable  one  for  ancesthetising — ether 
being  used  at  first,  and  afterwards,  chloroform.  The  stone  was  a 
large  (mulberry)  one,  of  oval  shape,  and.  as  already  mentioned, 
firmly  incrustated  in  the  bladder.  The  operation  itself  took  about 
two  and  one-half  hours,  but,  on  account  of  the  difficulty  in  bringing 
the  man  under  anaesthetics,  the  entire  operation  took  five  hours 
time.  The  patient  is  doing  well  up  to  date  of  writing,  two  days  after 
operation. 

Now  the  above  case  is  reported  mainly  on  account  of  its  inter- 
esting features,  and  especially  because  the  supra  pubic  mode  of  op- 
erating is  rarely  made  in  America,  and  perhaps  never  before  in 
Texas.  In  Cupple's  admirable  compilation  of  statistics  of  "Texas 
Surgery,"  no  such  operation  is  recorded,  as  will  be  seen  from  the 
report  of  all  cases  recorded,  namely: 

Total  lithotomies  139,  with  121  recoveries  and  18  deaths;  num- 
ber of  calculi  extracted  246;  mode  of  operation,  median  45  times: 
medio-lateral  3  times;  lateral  82  times;  bi-lateral  2  times  and  recto- 
vesical (a  14  oz.  stonel)  onetime. 


EXTRAORDINARY  C  ASE  OF  BLOOD  POISOMXU. 


By  F.  A.  Schmitt,  Schulenhurg,  Texas. 

For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 

ON  Saturday  morning  April  2,  I  was  invited  by  my  professional 
brother,  Dr.  W.  W.  Walker,  to  examine  one  of  his  office 
patients.  It  was  a  child  12  months  old,  whom  its  parents  had  car- 
ried there  for  the  purpose  of  calling  the  Doctor's  attention  to  a  pe- 
culiar discoloration  of  part  of  left  leg  in  the  region  of  the  hip. 
But  shortly  before  had  the  child's  mother  noticed  the  darkening  of 
the  skin. 
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When  I  first  saw  the  case,  one  side  of  the  upper  part  of  leg — 
about  the  size  of  an  adult's  hand — had  become  perfectly  black  ; 
extravasation  of  blood  had  taken  place  to  such  an  extent  and  de- 
gree, that  the  first  impression  of  it,  was,  that  the  child  had  received 
a  severe  injury  ;  a  blow  could  not  have  ruptured  the  cutaneous  ves- 
sels so  extensively  and  totally.  While  the  child  was  at  the  office  of 
Dr.  Walker — perhaps  half  an  hour — discoloration  of  skin  of  part  of 
the  other  leg  took  place,  at  first  resembling  hypostasis. 

No  constitutional  symptoms  indicative  of  a  malady  of  a  serious  or 
grave  nature  being  noticeable,  and  the  child,  a  lively,  bright,  well- 
nourished  infant,  playing  on  the  carpet  at  my  feet,  without  any  in- 
flammatory, swelling  or  pain  at  or  near  the  site  of  abnormity, 
I  looked  upon  the  case  as  certainly  one  of  more  than  ordinary  in- 
terest, but  by  no  means  as  one  involving  danger  or  imperilling  the 
child's  life  within  a  day  or  two  and  and  actually  proving  fatal  in  54 
hours. 

In  privately  talking  over  the  case  with  Dr.  Walker,  he  related? 
that  ten  years  ago,  it  had  been  his  fate  to  attend  to  a  sim- 
ilar case — also  an  infant — in  conjunction  with  Doctor  G.  W.  Jones, 
the  case  proving  fatal  within  50  or  60  hours.  He  therefore,  with 
propriety,  took  a  more  serious  view  of  the  case  than  I  did. 

We  put  the  child  on  "  expectant  treatment  "  and  awaited  further 
developments.  The  next  day — Sunday — did  not  materially  change 
the  condition  of  the  child — constitutionally  or  otherwise,  but  at  4 
o'clock,  p.  M.,  Monday,  Dr.  Walker  was  hurriedly  summoned  to  see 
the  child. 

He  found  it  extremely  prostrated,  with  evidently  dilated  pupils, 
pulse  120,  temperature  100;  discoloration  spreading  downwards  on 
right  leg  ;  also  found  one  dark  spot  on  elbow,  and  one  on  back, 
but  on  primarily  affected  leg  it  seemed  to  have  become  stationary, 
and  somewhat  fading. 

The  child  was  immediately  put  on  quinine  and  tr.  ferr.  mur., 
and  had  the  diseased  parts  annointed  with  carbolized  Ungt.  petrolii. 
I  saw  the  child  at  10  o'clock,  a.  m.,  the  same  day, — Monday — it 
was  then  in  a  dying  condition.  The  primarily  affected  parts,  (left 
hip),  were  now  of  almost  normal  color,  but  discoloration  of  right 
leg  extended  to  ankle  joint,  and  here,  encircling  the  leg  was  seen  a 
1  y?,  inches  wide  ring  of  gangrenous  hue,  covered  with  blisters,  ex- 
uding a  dark  fluid, — leaving  to  the  foot  below  its  natural  color. 
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The  iron  and  quinine  were  continued  and  the  leg  from  knee  down- 
wards, covered  with  a  thick  layer  of  pix  liquida — the  antiseptic  vir- 
tues of  which  we,  on  former  occasions,  (in  gangrenous  erysipelas), 
had  experienced. 

The  child  died  54  hours  after  the  first  symptoms  were  noticed.  I 
since  heard  that  Dr.  Buford.  of  Weimar,  Colorado  county,  has  had 
a  similar  case  with  like  results,  but  requiring  five  days  in  proving 
fatal.  rDr.  Buford's  attention  was  called  to  the  case  for  "curiosity 
sake,"  the  patient,  also  an  infant,  being  well  otherwise — while 
attending  to  another  patient  in  the  same  family.  A  few  days  after- 
wards Dr.  Buford  was  summoned  to  this  same  child  and  not  a  little 
surprised  to  find  it  in  a  dying  condition,  a  large  part  of  its  body — 
hypostasis  like — colored  or  black. 

These  cases  present  many  points  of  interest,  but  as  this  report 
has  already  taken  up  more  space  than  I  had  anticipated,  I  will  en. 
deavor  briefly  to  consider  some  of  them,  and  in  the  first  place  the 
one  regarding  the  exciting  cause,  (etiology).  The  child's  system 
had,  to  all  appearances,  been  the  recipient  of  poison  from  the  out- 
side world,  although  the  parents  do  not  know  or  recollect  of 
any  bite  or  injury  the  child  to  have  sustained. 

But  the  child — although  in  the  exclusive  care  of  its  attentive 
mother,  may  have  been  approached  by  a  very  minute  insect  and 
bitten  without  producing  much  pain  ;  or,  the  insect  may  have  been 
hidden  within  the  wrapper  (diaper),  and  have  inoculated  its  virus — 
peculiar  to  itself  or  being  the  carrier  from  the  outside  world  thereof 
— into  abrasions  of  the  skin  so  often  met  with  among  infants. 
I  imagine  the  materia  morbosa  to  have  been  some  animal  poison — 
the  monades  of  Hueter  perhaps  spoken  of  in  a  former  paper  (C.  R. 
M.  Vol.  II.,  p.  14),  which  at  first  but  few  in  number,  inducing  local 
traumatism,  and  with  this  the  peculiar  extravasation  of  the  cutis 
initiating  this  form  of  infection.  They  are  then  reproduced  and, 
multiplying  with  rapidity,  enter  the  circulation  and  after  becoming 
sufficiently  numerous  decompose  the  blood  or  otherwise  change  the 
condition  of  the  life  giving  fluid,  as  in  the  above  mentioned  paper 
has  been  explained. 

This  indeed  seems  to  have  been  the  modus  procedendi  in  the.  de- 
scribed case  as  well  as  the  other  cases  referred  to.  for  in  all  three  of 
them,  time,  about  48  hours,  was  required  to  produce  visible  con- 
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stitutional  disturbance,  and  from  then  on  changing  the  conditions  of 
nutrition  rapidly  until  disolution  ended  the  process. 

As  these  cases  are  rare,  and  certainly  interesting,  I  report  them, 
hoping  that  other  practitioners'  experience  and  wisdom  in  the 
premises  may  lead  to  more  thorough  investigation. 


THE  ADMINISTRATION  OF  GASEOUS  ENEMATA  FOR  PULMONARY 

PHTHISIS. 


A  large  share  of  professional  and  public  attention  has  quite  re- 
recently  been  directed  to  the  administration  of  gaseous  enemata  for 
the  treatment  of  blood  poisoning,  and  of  affections  of  the  respira- 
tory passages.  The  object  in  view  is  to  supply  to  the  venous  cir- 
culation an  antiseptic,  such  as  hydrogen  sulphide,  in  sufficient  doses 
to  be  effective;  a  result  impossible  when  supplied  directly  to  the 
arterial  current,  a  plan  which  would  poison  the  patient.  Hydrogen 
sulphide  inhaled  in  far  less  than  sufficient  doses  would  suffocate  the 
patient;  taken  by  the  stomach,  it  would  produce  other  serious  re- 
sults. Administered  by  the  bowels,  however,  and  entering  the  ven- 
ous current  already  deteriorated  by  organic  refuse,  it  is  quickly 
eliminated  by  the  respiratory  tract,  which  thus  becomes  subjected 
to  its  beneficial  local  antiseptic  effects  without  subjecting  the  sys- 
tem at  large  to  injury,  as  when  thrown  into  the  arterial  current.  In 
other  words,  the  parasite  is  killed,  without  killing  the  individual. 
Its  beneficial  effects  in  phthisis  are  explained  by  the  action  of  the 
gas  on  the  suppurative  and  septic  surfaces,  and  not  by  any  influence 
on  the  bacillus  tuburculosis;  the  consumption  proper,  the  exhaus- 
tion, being  due  to  the  suppuration  and  to  the  consequent  septice- 
mia, and  not  immediately  to  the  bacillus,  which,  while  it  produces 
the  destruction  of  tissue,  does  not  produce  the  morbid  phenomena. 
The  method  of  administration  utilizes  the  discovery  announced  by 
Bernard  in  1857,  that  toxic  materials  introduced  into  the  economy 
through  an  organ  at  a  distance  from  the  arterial  system  could  not 
penetrate  into  the  arterial  system  because  it  is  eliminated  before 
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that  system  can  be  reached.  Volatile  substances  are  eliminated  by 
the  pulmonary  alveoli. 

On  July  12,  1886,  Dr.  Bergeon  communicated  to  the  French 
Academy  of  Sciences  the  results  of  several  years'  investigation  into 
the  method,  and  Professor  Cornil  also  presented  later  a  paper  on 
the  subject.  The  forms  of  apparatus  at  present  in  use  are  based 
upon  designs  furnished  by  Dr.  V.  Morel,  of  Lyons. 

Various  antiseptic  gases  and  vapors  have  been  tried,  but  aband- 
oned on  account  of  local  irritant  action,  but  a  mixture  of  carbon 
dioxide  (carbonic  acid  gas)  and  hydrogen  sulphide  (sulphuretted 
hydrogen)  is  entirely  harmless  when  properly  used  and  completely 
deprived  of  atmospheric  air. 

Since  the  object  of  this  article  is  entirely  practical,  it  will  not  be 
necessary  to  discuss  the  physiological  action  or  the  therepeutical 
theories  involved.  There  will  simply  be  presented  descriptions  of 
the  more  recent  forms  of  the  apparatus  and  of  the  method  of  use. 

The  apparatus  exhibited  in  the  accompanying  cuts  was  designed 
by  Mr.  J.  A.  Kyner,  superintendent  of  the  Polyclinic,  in  imitation 
of  one  of  Morel's  apparatus  lately  imported  by  Dr.  J.  Solis-Cohen. 

The  apparatus  as  constructed  by  Mr.  Kyner  is  now  in  use  at  the 
hospital  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  German  Hospital,  Home 
for  Consumptives,  and  by  quite  a  number  of  private  practioners> 
and  the  form  is  now  manufactured  by  Messrs.  James  W.  Queen  & 
Co.,  of  this  city. 

The  apparatus  consists  of  a  generator,  a  reservoir,  a  bulb  appara- 
tus for  injection,  and  a  vessel  for  holding  the  sulphur  water.  To 
generate  the  carbon  dioxide,  put  one  avoirdupois  ounce  of  sodium 
bicarbonate  and  one  fluid  ounce  of  water  into  the  wide-mouth  jar; 
close  the  jar  with  the  rubber  stopper  carrying  the  funnel-tube  and 
short  delivery-tube.  Fill  the  funnel  with  dilute  sulphuric  acid, 
made  by  adding  four  fluid  drachms  of  strong  acid  to  four  fluid 
drachms  of  water.  By  means  of  the  stop-cock  on  the  funnel-tube, 
allow  about  a  teaspoonful  of  the  acid  to  run  into  the  bottle  so  as  to 
generate  sufficient  gas  to  expel  the  air  in  the  bottle.  Then,  having 
rolled  the  reservoir  tightly  to  exclude  all  air,  connect  it  by  means 
of  the  rubber  hose  to  the  generator,  and  continue  the  slow  addition 
of  the  acid  from  the  funnel-tube  until  the  reservoir  is  filled.  The 
quantities  above  given  for  charging  the  generator  will  be  round 
about  sufficient  to  fill  the  reservoir.    Dr.  Bergeoin  recommends 
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that  the  acid  be  prepared  at  the  bedside,  but  Mr.  Kyner  has  used 
it  entirely  successtully  after  being  kept  six  hours  in  a  heavy  vulcan- 
ized rubber  bag,  such  as  is  now  furnished;  but  Dr.  Bergeoin  used  a 
lighter  bag,  which  had  not  the  power  of  resisting  diffusion.  This 
probably  explains  the  difference  in  results.  When  the  reservoir  is 
tilled  it  is  detached  from  the  hose,  and  the  stopcock  immediately 
closed. 

To  administer  the  gas,  the  reservoir  is  attached  to  the  free  end 
of  the  syringe  bulb:  the  wash-bottle  being  about  three-fourths  filled 
with  sulphur  water  is  stood  in  a  basin  of  warm  water  and  closed  by 
the  rubber  stopper  carrying  two  tubes,  attached  to  the  other  end  of 
the  syringe  bulb.  The  stopcock  of  the  reservoir  is  opened  and  suf- 
ficient gas  forced  through  by  means  of  the  syring  bulb  to  expel  the 
air  fiom  the  wash-bottle  and  tubes;  the  hard-rubber  vaginal  syr- 
inge pipe  is  then  well  inserted  into  the  rectum,  and  the  gas  pumped 
very  slowly.  From  one  to  six  quarts  is  the  amount  administered 
according  to  circumstances.  From  four  to  five  minutes  should  be 
allowed  for  the  injection  of  each  quart.  The  patient  should  lie  on 
the  right  side  or  on  the  back.  Should  any  difficulty  occurfromthe 
escape  of  gas  from  the  rectum,  the  patient's  legs  should  be  extend- 
ed so  as  to  compress  the  sphincter. 

It  is  the  universal  statement  of  patients  that  the  injection  can  be 
given  more  satisfactorily  and  with  less  uneasiness  when  the  bowels 
have  been  emptied.  Two  injections  a  day  should  be  gived.  Since 
the  injection  interferes  slightly  with  digestion,  it  should  be  given 
either  one  hour  before  or  three  hours  after  a  meal.  No  pain  ex- 
cept that  of  slight  distention  of  the  bowels  is  felt  unless  air  is  pres- 
ent in  the  apparatus.  The  natural  sulphur  waters  used  in  this  city 
are  the  Red  Sulphur  Springs,  of  Virginia,  and  the  Mount  Clemmens 
water  of  Michigan;  the  latter  is  to  be  preferred  since  it  contains 
about  ten  times  the  available  sulphur  compounds.  The  same  por- 
tion has  been  used  satisfactorily  for  three  consecutive  injections, 
and  still  smelled  strongly  of  the  gas.  Although  artificial  waters 
have  been  said  to  cause  pain,  the  following  formulae  havebeenused 
without  any  difference  of  effect  from  natural  waters  having  been 
noticed  by  the  patient: 

R.        Sodium  sulphide,  pure. 

Sodium  chloride,  aa  gr.  v 

Water,  fsxxij.  M. 
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This  is  the  formula  first  used  at  the  Philadelphia  Hospital.  The 
hydrogen  sulphide  is  formed  by  the  action  of  the  carbonic  acid  on 
the  sodium  sulphide  substantially  according  to  the  following  reac- 
tion:— 

Na3S  plus  H2CO,  =  Na,C03  plus  H2S. 

When  pure  sodium  sulphide  is  not  attainable,  the  potassium  sul- 
phuretum  or  corresponding  sodium  compound  may  be  used.  These 
must  be  used  in  rather  larger  proportion,  and  produce  an  objec- 
tionable white  precipitate  of  sulphur. 

When  a  stronger  sulphur  water  is  desired  than  that  produced  by 
the  above  formula,  the  following  may  be  used: — 

R.       Sodium  sulphide,  pure,  gr.  x 

Dilute  hydrochloric  acid,  U.  S.  P.,  mxxx 
Water,  f5xxii. 

Mr.  Kyner,  who  has  proposed  this  formula,  prefers  to  keep  the 
liquid  on  hand  after  use,  and  freshen  it  up  for  subsequent  use  by  ad- 
ditional quantities  of  sodium  sulphide  and  dilute  hydrochloric  acid. 
This  freshening  up  should  be  done  whenever  the  liquid  ceases  to 
smell  of  the  hydrogen  sulphide.  A  liquid  so  kept  seems  to  acquire 
more  nearly  the  characteristic  odor  of  the  natural  water.  If  the 
sulphur  water  is  of  sufficient  strength,  the  patient's  breath  will,  in 
about  five  minutes  after  beginning  the  administration,  darken  lead 
acetate  paper,  and  will  continue  to  smell  of  gas  for  an  hour  after 
the  process  is  discontinued.  It  may  be  well  to  remark  that  metals, 
especially  silver,  are  readily  tarnished  by  the  sulphur  gases. 

The  method  has,  up  to  the  present,  been  used  upon  about  one 
hundred  cases  in  this  city  without  any  untoward  effects,  so  far  as 
known,  except  in  one  or  two  instances,  one  of  which  was  due  to  a 
leaky  bag,  and  another  to  incorrect  administration. 

It  is,  perhaps,  too  soon  to  decide  positively  on  the  therapeutic 
value  of  the  new  method,  but  it  seems  in  the  experience  in  this  city 
to  have  the  special  quality  of  diminishing  night  sweats  and  improv- 
ing the  appetite. 

In  Bergeon's  cases,  the  trifling  expectorations  of  those  apparently 
practically  cured  continued  to  contain  bacilli.  This  fact  may  be 
taken  both  for  an  indication  that  the  immediate  danger  in  phthisis 
is  less  from  the  bacilli  than  from  the  septicaemia  which  they  set  up, 
and  as  an  indication  that  this  protective  treatment,  when  success- 
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ful,  should  not  be  discontinued  until  the  general  healthiness  of  the 
tissues  is  sufficiently  restored  to  resist  the  further  development  and 
sustenance  of  the  bacillus  tuberculosis. —  The  Polyclinic. 


LAPAROTOMY  AND  INTESTINAL  SUTURE. 

EXSECTION   OF   A   PORTION    OF    THE   ILEUM,   WITH   RESTORATION  OF 
FUNCTION  OF  THE  ALIMENTARY  CANAL  BY  SUTURE.* 

By  John  A.  Wyeth,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  New 
York  Polyclinic  ;  visiting  surgeon  to  Mt.  Sinai  Hospital,  etc. 

LEAH  R,f  Russian,  fifty-six  years  old,  housewife,  was  admit- 
ted to  Mt.  Sinai  Hospital  on  October  9.  1886,  with  the  fol- 
lowing history  :  For  ten  years  she  had  a  swelling  in  the  left  groin,, 
which  would  disappear  when  she  lay  down  and  return  when  she 
was  standing  erect.  She  had  not  worn  a  truss.  Two  weeks  before 
admission  she  discovered  that  the  tumor  no  longer  disappeared 
upon  going  to  bed,  bat  became  painful,  tender,  and  more  swollen. 
She  had  not  vomited  up  to  the  time  of  arriving  at  the  hospital,  but 
there  had  been  no  evacuation  of  the  bowels  for  six  days  prior 
to  her  admission. 

On  admission,  a  swelling  as  large  as  an  ordinary  fist  was  found 
occupying  the  inner  aspect  of  the  left  groin  and  thigh.  The  skin 
over  the  tumor  was  red  in  color,  tender  and  doughy  to  the  touch, 
and  fluctuation  was  evident.  The  tissues  around  were  slightly  em- 
physematous. The  patieut's  appetite  was  gone;  she  was  emaciated, 
having  lain  in  her  present  condition  ten  days  in  a  tenement-house 
without  proper  care.    The  temperature  was  normal. 

A  diagnosis  of  strangulated  femoral  hernia  was  made,  ether  ad- 
ministered, and  the  tumor  incised.  Several  ounces  of  foul  pus 
mixed  with  intestinal  matter  were  discharged.  No  trace  of  a 
hernial  sac  or  intestine  could  be  discovered,  such  was  the  gangren- 
ous condition  of  the  mass.  Upon  introducing  the  little  finger  into 
the  femoral  canal,  a  slight  opening  into  the  intestine  could  be  felt. 

*  Read  before  the  Section  in  Surgery  of  the  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine, 
March  14,  1887. 

f  I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  Rich,  of  the  house-staff  of  Mt.  Sinai  Hospital,  for  the 
notes  of  this  case. 
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Into  this  closed  dressing  forceps  was  introduced,  and  the  opening 
dilated  by  separating  the  jaws  of  this  instrument.  This  was  in- 
tended to  secure  the  freer  exit  of  ingested  matter  from  the  upper 
portion  of  the  occluded  gut. 

A  loose  dressing  of  iodoform  gauze  was  laid  over  the  wound. 
The  patient  improved  in  condition  after  this  operation,  under  mild 
stimulation  and  liquid  diet  (milk,  beef-tea,  beef-juice,  whisky, 
sherry,  etc.)  Only  a  small  quantity  of  ingested  matter  escaped 
when  the  gauze  dressing  was  changed  on  every  second  or  third  day. 

On  October  226.,  thirteen  days  after  the  first  operation,  with 
ether  narcosis  laparotomy  was  performed.  The  patient  was  placed 
upon  the  back  with  the  pelvis  elevated  upon  a  firm  cushion.  With 
Volkmann's  spoon  the  granulation  tissue  was  first  scraped  from  the 
walls  of  the  abscess,  the  hole  into  the  intestine  plugged  with  a  pel- 
let of  iodoform  gauze,  the  cavity  of  the  abscess  irrigated  with  i-to- 
1,000  sublimate,  and  then  tightly  packed  with  iodoform  gauze. 

The  integument  about  the  femoral  canal  was  washed  thoroughly 
with  soap  and  warm  water,  cleanly  shaved,  washed  with  ether,  and 
finally  with  i-to-1,000  sublimate  solution.  Towels  wrung  out  of 
hot  sublimate  solution  (i-to-3,000)  were  laid  over  that  portion  of 
the  body  near  the  groin,  leaving  only  a  spot  exposed  measuring  six 
by  four  inches. 

An  incision  four  inches  in  length  was  made  parallel  with  the 
outer  border  of  the  rectus  muscle,  the  lower  end  being  over  the 
Jemoral  ring.  All  bleeding  was  arrested,  so  that  before  the  peri- 
tonaeum was  opened  the  wound  was  absolutely  dry.  Juniperized 
catgut  ligatures  were  employed.  Great  care  was  observed  to  keep 
to  the  inner  side  of  and  away  from  the  epigastric  vessels  which 
were  exposed  in  the  dissection.  The  parietal  layer  of  the  peri- 
tonaeum was  picked  up  with  a  fine  forceps,  opened,  and  further 
divided  upon  the  finger  as  a  director. 

Upon  looking  into  the  abdominal  cavity,  one  or  two  loops  of 
normal  small  intestine  were  seen,  and,  upon  displacing  these  up- 
ward, a  third  loop  was  seen  to  be  imprisoned  in  the  femoral  open- 
ing. That  part  of  this  loop  above  the  constriction  was  slightly  dis- 
tended, while  the  part  on  the  side  nearest  the  rectum  was  con- 
tracted until  it  was  about  two  thirds  of  the  diameter  of  the  upper 
segment.  The  obstruction  of  the  intestinal  canal  at  the  ring  was 
complete.    A  soft  flat  sponge  taken  from  a  warm  Thiersch  solution 
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(boric  acid,  gr.  iv;  salicylic  acid,  gr.  j;  water,  3j)  was  placed  be- 
neath the  imprisoned  loop  in  such  a  manner  that  it  held  the  loose 
loops  of  small  intestine  back,  and  was  ready  to  receive  any 
foreign  matter  which  might  escape  from  the  gut  when  it  was 
divided. 

Two  long-jawed  scissors-forceps  (used  as  clamps)  were  then 
placed  so  as  to  close  the  loop  of  gut  which  was  caught  in  the  ring. 
One  of  these  rested  against  the  inner  surface  of  the  ring,  and  the 
other  only  sufficiently  removed  from  this  to  permit  of  a  division  of 
the  intestine  between  the  forceps. 

As  soon  as  this  was  effected,  the  loose  end,  with  one  pair  of  for- 
ceps attached,  was  brought  out  through  the  abdominal  wound  and 
placed  in  a  warm  Thiersch  towel.    As  the  forceps  which 


a  a 


Fig.  I. — Loop  of  small  inthstine.  a  b,  lines  of  section  through  the  gut,  remov- 
ing the  gangrenous  portion;  be,  same  through  the  mesentery;  a  a,  gangrenous 
portion  of  ileum;  d  d,  occlusion  of  the  afferent  and  efferent  tubes  by  tape  ligatures. 

constricted  the  ring  of  gut  attached  to  the  femoral  canal  was 
removed,  a  tuft  of  sponge  was  tightly  packed  into  this  ring  to  pre- 
vent any  infection  from  the  abscess  with  which  it  cummunicated. 
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Of  the  loop  which  had  been  liberated,  about  ten  inches  (five 
above  and  below  the  point  of  occlusion)  were  drawn  out  of  the 
abdomen,  flat  Thiersch  sponges  carefully  placed  so  as  to  close  the 
wound  and  prevent  any  escape  of  matter  into  the  peritoneal  cav- 
ity, and  the  exposed  gut  protected  by  covering  with  warm  towels. 
A  piece  of  cotton  tape  one  fourth  of  an  inch  wide  was  then  tied 
four  inches  above  and  below  the  limits  of  the  gangrenous  opening, 
so  as  to  completely  occlude  the  lumen  of  the  gut  (d  d,  Fig.  1). 
These  tapes  had  been  well  soaked  in  a  i-to-3,000  sublimate  solu- 
tion. When  the  forceps-clamp  was  removed,  the  opening  into  the 
intestine  was  seen  to  occupy  two  thirds  of  the  circumference  of  the 
canal.  The  gut  was  then  cut  across  at  a  right  angle  to  its  axis  by 
a  single  stroke  with  the  straight  scissors  (a  b,  Fig.  1).  These  lines 
of  section  were  well  out  in  sound  tissue.  The  piece  of  intestine  re- 
moved measured  two  inches  and  a  half.  A  triangular  piece  of  the 
mesentery  was  also  removed  {b  c  b,  Fig.  1). 

The  bleeding  from  the  mesentery  was  profuse,  requiring  a  dozen 
catgut  ligatures.  From  the  ends  of  the  intestine  only  a  slight  ooz- 
ing occurred.  The  cavity  of  the  gut  from  the  tapes  to  the  open- 
ings was  carefully  emptied  of  all  matter  and  washed  out  with 
Thiersch's  solution.    Nothing  escaped  from  the  lower  end. 

The  edges  of  the  divided  mesentery  were  first  united  by  eight  in- 
terrupted catgut  sutures  about  one  fourth  of  an  inch  distant  from 
each  other.  When  the  intestine  was  reached,  the  mesenteric  at- 
tachment of  each  end  was  carefully  brought  into  apposition  and 
the  work  of  stitching  the  ends  of  the  cylinders  to  each  other  begun. 

In  doing  this,  three  forms  of  suture  were  employed  : 

1.  A  suture  through  the  mucous  membrane  alone,  or  Czemy's 
suture  .  2.  That  through  the  peritoneal  coat  alone,  or  Lemberfs 
suture.  3.  One  which  pierces  the  peritoneal  coat  and,  passing 
along  with  the  muscular  layer,  comes  out  on  the  free  border  of  the 
divided  gut,  the  intermediate  suture* 

In  Fig.  2,  which  represents  a  longitudinal  section  through  the 
ends  to  be  approximated,  is  shown  at  b  the  Czerny  suture  as  it 
is  passed  through  the  mucous  layer  of  the  gut  from  the  inner  sur- 


*  Dr.  Sutton,  of  Pittsburgh,  employed  this  suture  in  a  case  which  ended  in  good 
recovery.  I  saw  the  line  of  union  in  this  patient  about  two  years  after  the  opera- 
tion, through  the  courtesy  of  Professor  J.  P.  Hunter,  w  ho  was  performing  a  second 
laparatomy. 


466      DANIEL'S  TEXAS  MEDICAL  JOURNAL. 


face  of  the  canal,  while  at  a  the  method  of  introducihg  the  Lem- 
bert  suture  through  the  peritoneal  layer  is  shown. 


Peritoneal  layer. 
Muscular  Layer. 
Mucous  membrane. 


Fig.  2. — Schematic.     a,  Lembert's,  and  b,  Czerny's  sutures. 

When  a  gut  is  cut  across,  the  longitudinal  muscular  layei  retracts, 
carrying  the  peritoneal  layer  with  it  and  leaving  the  thick  mucous 
membrane  projecting  about  one  eighth  of  an  inch.  The  object  of 
the  Czerny  suture  is  to  bring  the  mucous  membrane  and  the  con- 
nective tissue  upon  which  it  rests  together,  and  thus  strengthen  the 
line  of  union  after  adhesion  occurs.  If  this  is  not  done,  the  slight 
adhesion  between  the  peritoneal  surfaces  obtained  by  the  Lembert 
suture  might  give  way  under  the  strain  of  distension  of  the  intest- 
ine by  gas  or  ingested  matter.  The  objection  to  passing  a  suture 
entirely  through  the  wall  of  the  gut  and  thus  approximating  all  the 
coats  at  once  is  the  danger  that  the  perforation  may  be  followed 
by  escape  of  gas  or  other  contents  to  either  side  of  the  line  of  ad- 
hesion between  the  ends.  The  inversion  of  the  mucous  mem- 
brane by  Czerny's  suture  and  of  the  peritoneal  layer  by  Lembert's 
suture  after  the  threads  are  tied  is  shown  in  Fig.  3. 


Fig  3. — Schematic.  Showing  the  inversion  of  the  peritoneal  layer  by  tying  Lem- 
bert's suture,  and  of  the  mucous  membrane  by  Czerny's  suture. 

The  mechanism  of  the  intermediate  suture  is  well  shown  in  Fig. 
4.  This  suture  adds  strength  to  the  union  by  taking  in  the  mus- 
cular layer  and  connective  tissue  of  the  mucous  membrane  to- 
gether with  the  peritoneal  covering.  Applied  after  the  Czerny 
suture,  there  can  be  no  danger  of  escape  of  intestinal  contents 
through  the  wound. 

In  suturing  the  intestine,  the  very  finest  black  (iron-dyed)  silk, 
and  a  delicate,  perfectly  round  needle,  should  be  used.  The 
straight  needles  are  preferable  to  those  which  are  half  or  full 
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curved.  The  thread  should  be  made  aseptic  in  sublimate  solution 
(1  to  3,000)  and  it  and  the  needle  taken  from  a  i-to-20  carbolic- 
acid  solution  as  they  are  used. 


y  Peritoneal  layer. 

  :  _J  cTT^'      — Muscular  layer. 

\  Mucous  membrane. 
Fig.  4. — Schematic.     Showing  the  route  of  the  intermediate  sutures. 

In  commencing  the  sutures,  first  insert  one  Czerny  suture  just 
over  the  mesenteric  or  attached  border  of  the  intestine,  and  tie 
this,  the  knot,  of  course,  coming  within  the  lumen  of  the  gut.  The 
needle  should  pass  from  within  through  the  mucous  layer  at  a  dis- 
tance of  about  three  sixteenths  of  an  inch  from  the  free  border 
(Fig.  2),  out  along  the  free  border  of  the  same  end,  and,  being  car- 
ried across  to  the  opposite  end,  should  be  made  to  enter  below  the 
muscular  and  mucous  layer,  and  to  emerge  through  the  mucous 
layer  three  sixteenths  of  an  inch  from  its  cut  edge.  A  Lembert  su- 
ture should  be  next  inserted  just  at  the  edge  of  the  mesenteric  at- 
tachment as  follows  :*  The  needle  is  made  to  enter  the  peritoneal 
coat  one  eighth  of  an  inch  from  the  edge,  and  passing  between  the 
serous  and  mucous  coats,  ia  again  brought  through  the  peritoneal 
layer  about  one  twenty-fifth  of  an  inch  from  the  edge  (Fig.  2,  a). 
At  a  point  exactly  opposite,  the  same  stitch  is  passed  through  the 
peritoneal  layer  of  that  side  for  the  same  distance,  and  this  thread 
is  tied.  In  knotting  all  of  these  sutures  it  is  a  wise  precaution  to 
use  the  double  or  frictio7i  knot  for  the  first  tying,  for  by  so  doing 
there  is  no  danger  of  the  suture  slipping  and  the  parts  separating 
as  the  second  turn  is  being  made.  A  second  Lembert  suture 
should  now  be  inserted  on  the  other  side  of  the  mesenteric  attach- 
ment, and  an  intermediate  suture  passed  between  these,  through  the 


*  When  the  peritoneal  surfaces  of  the  intestine  are  held  in  apposition  by  this 
suture,  adhesion  occurs  in  remarkably  short  time.  In  January,  1887,  I  was  called 
in  consultation  in  a  case  of  suspected  volvulus.  Upon  opening  the  abdomen,  it 
was  found  impossible  to  untwist  the  loop  without  puncture  and  evacuation  of  the 
contents  of  the  greatly  distended  gut.  The  opening,  one  fourth  of  an  inch  long, 
was  closed  by  four  Lambert  sutures  at  11:30  a.  m.  At  3  p.  m.  the  patient  died. 
On  autopsy,  not  only  had  well-marked  adhesion  taken  place,  but  the  silk  threads 
were  with  difficulty  recognized,  being  hidden  beneath  the  inflammatory  exudation. 
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substance  of  the  mesentery  and  down  into  the  strip  of  intestines 
which  here  is  uncovered  by  peritonaeum.  Extra  care  must  be 
taken  to  see  that  this  part  of  each  end  of  the  cylinder  is  in  perfect 
coaptation.  The  sutures  are  now  inserted  for  the  remainder  of  the 
apposing  surfaces.  The  Lembert  and  intermediate  sutures  alter- 
nate through  the  entire  circumference,  and  should  be  one  eighth  of 
an  inch  apart.  The  mucous  or  Czerny  sutures  should  be  from  one 
fourth  to  three  eighths  of  an  inch  apart.  The  relative  proportion 
of  these  sutures  is  shown  in  Fig.  6.  It  is  evident  that  while  the 
Czerny  suture  is  tied  leaving  the  knot  within  the  cavity  of  the  in- 
testine for  the  first  part  of  the  operation,  the  last  few  threads  must 
be  tied  leaving  the  knot  imbedded  betweeen  the  mucous  and  mus- 


Fig.  6. — Schematic.  Section  of  intestine.  Showing  the  proportion  of  each 
form  of  suture,  and  their  distance  apart.  ?,  Lembert;  i,  intermediate  sutures  al- 
ternating; c,  Czerny  sutures.     (Natural  size. 

cular  layers  of  the  wall.  In  applying  the  sutures  the  plan  followed 
was  first  a  Czerny,  then  a  Lembert  about  over  this,  next  an  inter- 
mediate, another  Lembert,  and  after  this  a  second  Czerny  suture, 
and  so  on.  In  other  words  it  was  necessary  to  insert  the  mucous 
suture  before  the  superficial  sutures  had  quite  reached  that  point. 

All  of  the  threads  should  be  cut  off  close  to  the  knot. 

In  this  operation  I  had  to  leave  the  space  between  the  sutures  on 
the  upper  end  of  the  gut  a  little  wider  than  on  the  lower,  for  the 
diameter  of  the  efferent  tube  was  considerably  smaller  than  that 
of  the  afferent  portion.  The  intervening  space  was  a  flush  one- 
eighth  of  an  inch  on  one  side,  and  a  scant  one-eighth  of  an  inch  on 
the  other.  When  the  sutures  were  all  in,  the  constricting  tapes 
were  removed.  The  gut  immediately  filled  with  gas.  To  the  sur- 
prise of  all  present,  the  intestine  below  the  line  of  suture  instantly 
expanded  to  a  size  equal  to  that  of  the  portion  above^the  line  of 
union.    That  the  wound  was  tightly  closed  was  demonstrated  by 
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forcing  the  contents  of  the  intestine  from  opposite  directions  to- 
ward the  sutures.    No  gas  escaped. 

The  appearance  after  the  tapes  were  removed  is  shown  in  Fig.  7. 
At  intervals  of  about  five  minutes  during  the  operation,  a  small 
quantity  of  warm  Thiersch  solution  was  poured  over  the  exposed 
intestine.  The  warm  Thiersch  towels  upon  which  it  rested, were 
changed  every  ten  or  fifteen  minutes.  No  fluid  was  allowed  to  get 
into  the  abdominal  cavity.  Finally  the  intestine  was  carefully 
washed  with  this  solution,  and  returned  into  the  cavity  of  the  peri- 
tonaeum. 


Fig.  7. — Showing  the  line  of  sutures  in  the  mesentery  and  around  the  intestine. 

It  was  now  necessary  to  deal  with  the  ring  of  intestine  which  oc- 
cupied the  femoral  opening,  and  which  led  from  the  abscess  into 
the  abdominal  cavity.  Two  strong  silk  threads  were  passed  en- 
tirely through  the  opposing  walls  of  this  rim  of  intestine  and  tied 
so  as  to  bring  the  edges  well  together.  I  then  passed  a  silver  probe 
from  the  hernial  abscess  cavity  up  through  the  femoral  canal,  and 
through  the  ring  of  adhering  intestine  between  the  two  silk  threads, 
until  the  end  of  the  probe  projected  a  half  inch  into  the  cavity  of 
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the  abdomen.  The  ends  of  both  threads  were  tied  to  the  probe, 
and  this  withdrawn,  bringing  the  sutures  out  through  the  saphenous 
opening.  By  making  strong  and  continuous  traction  on  these,  the 
mucous  membrane  was  everted,  the  peritoneal  surfaces  brought  in 
contact,  and  the  femoral  opening  closed.  This  procedure  effected 
a  radical  cure  of  the  hernia. 

The  wound  in  the  parietal  layer  of  peritonaeum  was  closed  by 
catgut  sutures,  introduced  as  in  the  Lembert  suture.  The  abdomi- 
nal incision  was  closed  with  silver  sutures,  which  included  all  the 
tissues  down  to  (but  not  touching)  the  peritonaeum.  For  the  pre- 
vention of  ventral  hernia  after  laparotomy,  it  is  very  important  to 
include  the  fascia  and  aponeuroses  of  the  muscles  in  the  silver 
sutures.  A  Neuber's  bone-drain  was  inserted.  The  abscess  and 
sinus  were  packed  with  iodoformized  gauze. 

The  operation  lasted  four  hours.  The  patient  rallied  well,  and 
was  kept  quiet  with  suppositories  of  opium.  She  was  kept  on  the 
back,  and  was  not  permitted  to  move  body,  legs,  or  arms  for  ten 
days.    The  diet  was  milk,  beef  tea,  and  whisky  in  small  quantities. 

October  23d,  6  a.  m.,  fourteen  hours  after  operation,  temperature 
99  0  F.    Patient  vomited  at  4:30  a.  m. 

24th. — Pulse  120,  temperature  99  0  to  100  0  . 

25th. — Pulse  100,  temperature  99.6 0  .  Patient  comfortable. 
Slept  well. 

26th. — The  pulse  and  temperature  were  the  same. 

27th. — Pulse  So  to  100,  temperature  98.4  0  to  99.6  0  . 

28th. — Pulse  100,  temperature  99  0  to  100  0  . 

29th. — Pulse  100  to  106,  temperature  99.2  0  . 

On  this  the  sixth  day  the  silk  threads  come  away  under  the  con- 
tinuous traction  of  the  elastic  ligatures  attached  to  them.  The 
wire  sutures  were  also  removed.  Wound  of  incision  united 
throughout.    Bowels  moved:  stool  of  normal  consistence. 

30th — Pulse  94  to  100,  temperature  99.2  0  to  100.2  0  F.  Bowels 
moved  again;  stool  normal.    Opium  discontinued. 

The  subsequent  history  contains  nothing  of  interest.  The  pa- 
tient steadily  gained  her  strength  On  November  20th  she  sat  up 
in  bed,  and  on  December  3d  was  walking  about  the  ward.  She  is 
now  fully  restored  and  attending  to  her  duties.  There  is  no  sign  of 
obstruction  or  interference  with  the  functions  of  the  alimentary 
canal,  and  the  hernia  is  at  this  date  radically  cured.    The  great 
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emaciation  of  the  patient  at  the  time  of  operation,  and  the  fact  that 
within  hatf  an  inch  of  the  opening  into  the  abdomen  there  was  a 
large  abscess  cavity,  may  be  mentioned  as  the  two  conditions  which 
rendered  the  prognosis  grave. 

The  treatment  of  strangulated  hernia  with  gangrene  of  the  intes- 
tine may  be  considered  under  three  methods: 

1.  Establishing  a  permanent  faecal  fistula  at  the  seat  of  gan- 
grene. 

2.  Immediate  exsection  of  the  gangrenous  portion  of  the  gut, 
reunion  of  the  ends  by  suture,  and  return  of  the  loop. 

3.  Temporary  fistula,  followed,  after  an  interval  of  some  days, 
by  laparotomy,  excision,  and  suture. 

To  the  first  method  may  be  consigned  subjects  so  feeble  that  no 
operative  procedure  is  justifiable. 

As  to  whether  exsection  should  be  made  at  once  or  postponed 
after  a  free  discharge  through  the  fistula  has  been  established  must 
be  determined  by  the  condition  of  the  individual  at  the  time  of  op- 
eration. If  the  patient  is  well  nourished,  and  if  the  anaesthetic  is 
well  borne,  it  will  be  advisable  to  relieve  the  strangulation,  and 
through  the  hernial  opening  draw  out  the  gut  until  five  or  six  inches 
of  sound  intestine  above  and  below  the  gangrenous  spot  are  in 
sight,  remove  the  dead  portion,  and  unite  the  ends  at  once.  This 
is  a  much  simpler  operation  than  when  an  additional  opening 
through  the  abdominal  wall  is  required. 

In  most  cases,  however,  it  will  be  found  that  the  condition  of  the 
patient  is  not  favorable  for  immediate  exsection.  Shock  is  almost 
always  severe,  and  not  infrequently  fatal,  when  the  constriction  has 
been  so  severe  or  lasted  long  enough  to  produce  gangrene.  In  such 
cases  the  plan  carried  out  in  the  case  just  detailed  should  be  fol- 
lowed. 

Finally,  the  subject  of  intestinal  suture  is  one  of  such  vast  im- 
portance that  too  much  stress  can  not  be  laid  upon  the  necessity 
for  a  thorough  preparation  for  the  operation.  In  the  careful  appli- 
cation of  this  procedure  to  penetrating  wounds  of  the  intestines,  to 
exsection  of  gangrenous  portions  of  the  canal  as  the  result  of  her- 
nia, volvulus,  intus-susception,  and  in  the  removal  of  malignant 
neoplasms  and  strictures,  many  lives  may  be  saved  which,  under 
the  teaching  of  former  years,  were  left  to  die  without  surgical  inter- 
ference.   The  difficulties  of  the  operation  are  great,  and  the  time 
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required  in  exsection  dangerously  long,  unless  the  surgeon  has  had 
sufficient  practice  to  enable  him  to  work  rapidly  and  safely.  I 
would  advise  those  who  are  willing  to  undertake  this  procedure  to 
perfect  themselves  in  the  various  sutures  upon  the  cadaver,  or  pre- 
ferably upon  living  animals.  I  was  deeply  impressed  with  the  im- 
portance of  this  in  my  own  case,  for,  notwithstanding  that  I  had 
done  this  operation  upon  the  cadaver  about  ten  times,  four  hours 
were  occupied  in  the  case  which  forms  the  subject  of  this  paper. 

In  penetrating  wounds  of  the  abdominal  wall,  the  argument  in 
favor  of  operative  interference  may  be  briefly  stated  as  follows: 
i.  The  enlargement  of  a  wound  sufficiently  to  demonstrate  that  it 
does  or  does  not  open  into  the  cavity  of  the  peritonaeum  is  a  sim- 
ple procedure,  and  practically  without  danger.  2.  A  wound  of  the 
peritoneal  cavity  left  without  surgical  interference  is  always  at- 
tended with  great  danger,  either  from  haemorrhage  immediately  or 
from  peritonitis  at  a  later  period.  3.  If  the  alimentary  canal  is 
opened,  death  is  almost  inevitable;  the  few  recorded  cases  of  re- 
covery form  such  an  infinitesimal  proportion  of  the  whole  that  they 
should  carry  no  weight  against  interference. — New  York  Medical 
Journal. 


jSoCIETY  J^OTES. 


TEXAS  STATE  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 


Nineteenth  Annual  Meeting-,Austin,  Texas,  June  26,  27,  28,and  29,  '87. 


SYNOPSIS  OF  PROCEEDINGS. 


MORNING  SESSION,  FIRST  DAY,  TUESDAY,  26. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Dr.  J.  W.  McLaughlin,  Chair- 
man of  committee  of  arrangements,  at  10-30  a.  m.,  Tuesday,  April 
26.  Rev.  T.  B.  Lee,  Rector  of  St.  David's  Episcopal  Church,  de- 
livered an  eloquent  and  impressive  prayer,  in  verse. 

Dr.  Daniel,  chairman  of  Committee  of  Reception,  in  a  brief  ad- 
dress, extended  a  welcome  on  behalf  of  Travis  County  Medical  As- 
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sociation,  and  introduced  Hon.  J.  W.  Robertson,  Mayor  of  Austin, 
who  made  an  appropriate  address  of  welcome.  He  was  followed 
by  Mr.  A.  H.  Graham,  who,  being  introduced,  delivered  an  address 
also,  appropriate,  very  eloquent  and  interesting.  We  regret  that 
we  cannot  reproduce  these  addresses  here,  for  want  of  space;  they 
will  appear  in  the  transactions. 

The  President,  Dr.  T.  H.  Nott,  of  Goliad,  was  escorted  to  the 
chair  by  Drs.  Morris  and  Wooten,  of  the  reception  committee,  and 
delivered  his  opening  address,  replying  in  appropriate  terms  to  the 
eloquent  and  fervent  addresses  of  welcome. 

The  session  was  opened  by  calling  the  roll  of  members,  and  of 
county  associations  in  affiliation.  There  were  present  and  answer- 
ing to  their  names,  93  members,  and  representatives  from  seven 
auxiliary  societies,  though  there  were  probably  double  that  number 
in  the  room,  many  being,  as  yet,  not  connected  with  the  associa- 
tion, but  delegates  from  counties  and  county  societies. 

The  President  delivered  his  annual  message,  recommending  a 
new  constitution  and  by-laws — the  one  at  present  governing  the  as- 
sociation being  inadequate  to  itsjvvants;  the  appointing  of  a  board 
of  censors  of  five,  to  be  added  to  the  permanent  committees,  and 
their  duties  denned,  they  to  take  cognizance  of  and  adjust  all  mat- 
ters of  a  "personal  character,  and  minor  grievances;"  that  "the 
stigma  of  professional  disgrace  should  rest  upon  any  who  allow 
their  names  to  be  advertised  as  the  endorser  of  patent  medicines," 
etc;  that  the  reports  of  chairmen  of  sections,  if  over  ten  pages,  be 
referred  to  publishing  committee  without  being  read,  etc.;  that  ad- 
vertisements be  excluded  hereafter  from  the  published  transactions 
of  the  association,  etc. 

The  reading  of  the  the  minutes  of  Dallas  meeting  was,  on  mo- 
tion, dispensed  with,  and  adopted  as  printed. 

On  motion  of  Dr.H.  L.  Parsons  the  message  of  the  President  was  re- 
ferred to  special  committee  of  five,  with  instructions  that  that  por- 
tion relating  to  revision  of  constitution  and  by-laws  be  referred  to  the 
committee  appointed  for  same  purpose  last  year  at  Dallas.  Commit- 
tee: Drs.  D.  F.  Stuart,  M.  D.  Knox,  H.  K.  Leake,  J.  D.  Osborn, 
H.  C.  Ghent. 

The  judicial  council  was  called,  and  the  following  members  were 
present:  Drs.  H.  M.  Oliver,  Frank  Allen,  M.  L.  York,  H.  H. 
Thorpe,  T,  J.  Tyner,  M.  L.  Haggard,  J.  R.  Johnson.  The  following 
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were  added:  Drs.  J.  W.  Garnett,  H.  H.  Darr,  O.  L.  Williams,  J. 
L.  Irion,  and  G.  W.  Kerr.  The  judicial  council  immediately  went 
into  session. 

Communications  were  read  from  a  large  number  of  distinguished 
physicians  throughout  the  U.  S.,  and  from  absent  members,  ex- 
pressing regrets,  and  sending  greeting.  They  were  ordered  to  be 
filed  with  the  archives  of  the  association. 

The  superintendents  extended  invitations  to  the  delegates  to  visit 
the  several  State  Institutions,  the  Blind  Institute,  Lunatic  Asylum, 
Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum,  the  new  capitol,  etc;  accepted  with  thanks. 

Governor  and  Mrs.  Ross  invited  the  delegates  and  their  ladies  to 
a  reception  at  the  Mansion  on  Wednesday  evening,  and  Dr.  J.  W. 
McLaughlin  also  tendered  them  a  reception.  A  vote  of  thanks  was 
recorded. 

Dr.  J.  F.  Y.  Paine,  chairman  of  Section  on  Practice,  read  a  val- 
uable paper  on  Fevers — his  report  as  chairman.  On  motion  it  was 
referred  to  publishing  committee  with  instructions  to  publish  it  in 
the  transactions.  Adjourned. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION,  APRIL  26. 

Section  on  Practice  called:  Dr.  J.  F.  Y.  Paine,  Chairman,  pre- 
siding. 

The  following  papers  were  then  presented: 

First — Some  hints  on  the  action  of  Antipyrine,  by  Dr.  O.  L.  Wil- 
liams, of  Chappel  Hill.    Referred  to  the  publishing  committee. 

Second — Mental  Alienation,  a  Sequel  of  Intermittent  Fever,by  Dr. 
E.  Goldman,  of  Galveston.    Referred  to  publishing  committee. 

Third — Babies  and  Their  Troubles,  by  Dr.  C.  L.  Gwyn,  of  Gal- 
veston.   Referred  to  publishing  committee. 

Fourth — Spinal  Irritation,  by  Dr.  J.  W.  Carhart,  of  Lampasas. 
This  paper  evoked  a  spirited  and  interesting  discussion,  in  which 
Drs.  Williams,  Dudley  and  Talley  participated.  The  paper  was  re- 
ferred to  the  publishing  committee  to  be  published,  and  a  vote  of 
thanks  was  tendered  to  Dr.  Carhart. 

Fifth — Typho-Malarial  Fever,  by  Dr.  J.  E.  Ward,  of  Waxahachie. 
Referred  to  publishing  committee. 

Sixth — Pneumonia,  by  Dr.  J.  C.  Milner,  of  Comanche.  Referred 
to  publishing  committee. 
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Seventh — A  case  of  Hsematemesis  of  Obscure  Causation,  by  Dr. 
C.  F.  Payne,  of  Comanche.  Referred  to  publishing  committee. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Daniel  the  paper  of  Drs.  Gwyn  and  Goldman 
were  also  ordered  to  be  published. 

Dr.  S.  T.  Lowry,  of  San  Antonio,  read  a  paper  on  "Dermatitis  pro- 
duced by  the  Administration  of  Quinine." 

This  case  presented  some  remarkable  features,  and  has  become 
quite  notorious.  It  is  that  of  a  lady — the  wife  of  a  railroad  engi- 
neer, who  had,  on  taking  quinine,  suffered  with  a  rash,  followed  by 
desquamation.  It  was  in  Dr.  Wilkinson's  hands,  and  the  case  is  re- 
ported in  one  of  the  Texas  journals.  Dr.  Wilkinson,  it  seems,  dis- 
regarded the  lady's  injunction  that  she  could  not  take  quinine. 
When  she  fell  into  Dr.  Paine's  hands  he  did  the  same,  and  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  drug  produced  the  same  results;  afterwards  Dr. 
Lowry  had  a  similar  experience,  and  related  the  case.  The  suffer- 
ing was  intense,  and  the  desquamation  was  complete,  the  epidermis 
coming  off  in  large  flakes,  casts  of  the  part  shedding. 

Dr.  Cummings  and  Dr.  Hewson  and  Dr.  West  related  cases  of 
urticaria  following  the  use  of  quinine;  sulphate  cinchonidiadidnot 
produce  it,  while  in  the  above  cases  cinchonidia  and  quinine  had 
the  same  effect.  Dr.  Lowry's  paper  was  referred  to  the  publishiug 
committee. 

Drs.  Bowers,  Coleman  and  Lancaster  jointly  reported  a  case  of 
"Typhlitis  and  Perityphlitis"  caused  by  the  ingestion  of  large 
quantities  of  acorns,  in  a  child  of  12  years — a  most  remarkable 
case.  Referred. 

These  papers  were  discussed  at  length,  and  elicited  much  inter- 
est. As  we  can  give  only  a  synopsis  of  the  four  days  proceedings, 
the  discussion  is  necessarily  omitted — much  to  our  regret.  It  will 
appear,  however,  in  the  transactions. 

The  Judicial  Council  made  the  following  report: 
"Motion  unanimously  carried  to  recommend  that  Dr.  W.  G,  Har- 
din, of  Terrell,  on  charges  and  specifications  preferred,  be  ex- 
pelled." 

"Motion  unanimously  carried  to  recommend  that  Dr,  F.  W.  Kai- 
ser, of  Flatonia,  on  charges  and  specifications  preferred,  be  ex- 
pelled." 

"Motion  made  and  carried  to  receive  Dallas  County  Medical 
Association  in  affiliation,  with  the  admonition  that  they  take  better 
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care  of  their  society  at  home."  Delegates,  Drs.  E.  L.  Thompson, 
J.  A.  Ewing,  S.  D.  Thurston  and  H.  K.  Leake. 

This  gave  rise  to  some  spirited  discussion,  and  reasons  were  de- 
manded for  the  reprimand  to  their  society,  by  the  Dallas  delegates. 
Dr.  Chilton,  of  the  Dallas  County  Society  explained  that  he  had 
gone  before  the  council  and  had  given  information  in  the  interest 
of  the  society;  that  there  were  certain  irregularities  practiced  by 
certain  members,  not  members  of  the  State  Association,  and  which 
they  had  not  been  able  to  correct,  and  had  asked  for  an  admoni- 
tion in  the  hope  of  causing  said  members  to  conform  to  the  code. 
He  instanced  "Dr.  So  and  So,"  of  his  society,  whose  card  and  sign 
were  not  in  accordance  with  the  code  of  ethics.  This  statement 
appeared  satisfactory,  but  that  part  of  the  Council's  report  to  which 
objection  was  made,  was,  on  motion,  referred  back  to  the  Council. 

The  proposal  to  expel  the  above  named  members  also  gave  rise 
to  discussion  and  objection.  Drs.  Osborn  and  Douglas  objected  to 
voting  on  the  proposition  to  expel  a  member  without  knowing  why, 
and  a  call  was  made  for  the  evidence.  This  was  produced,  and  by 
request,  was  read  from  the  secretary's  desk.  The  charges  in  Dr. 
Hardin's  case  were  violations  of  the  code  of  ethics,  and  the  speci- 
fications were — manufacting  and  selling  in  copartnership  with  a 
well  known  irregular,  a  patent  medicine;  under  the  name  of  the 
"Red  Line  Medicine  Company,"  and  for  advertising  in  the  newspa- 
pers. The  charge  vs.  Dr.  Kaiser,  preferred  by  Dr.  Paulus,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Association  and  of  the  Judicial  Council,  and  by  Dr.  Brit- 
ton,  also  a  member  of  Association,  recited  that  Dr.  Kaiser  was  in 
copartnership  with  a  well  known  quack  and  that  his  friends  had  re- 
monstrated with  him,  in  vain,  pointing  out  the  consequences,  which 
he  disregarded. 

On  motion,  the  report  of  the  council  was  adopted.  Adjourned. 

WEDNESDAY,  APRIL   27  MORNING  SESSION. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  President  at  10  a.  m. 
There  was  a  great  increase  in  the  attendance,  and  the  clerks  and 
treasurer  were  kept  busy  with  the  register. 

Communications  were  read  from  Dr.  Hunter  McGuire,  of  Rich- 
mond, Virginia,  and  Dr.  T.  C.jOsborne,(an  honorary  member)  of  Cle- 
burne; also,  Dr.  S.  H.  Stout,  of  Cisco,  regretting  their  inability  to 
be  present;  also,  from  the  Galveston  Medical  society,  inviting  the 
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association  to  hold  its  next  session  in  that  city.  The  mayor  of 
Corpus  Christi  also  sent  a  cordial  invitation  to  meet  there  next 
year.  Invitations  to  visit  the  new  capitol,  the  John  B.  Hood  Camp, 
and  the  University,  were  likewise  received. 

Dr.  J.  H.  Sears  asked  to  be  excused  from  further  services  on  the 
judicial  council;  Dr.  G.  W.  Kerr,  of  Waelder,  was  appointed  in  his 
stead. 

The  annual  report  of  the  secretary,  Dr.  F.  F.  Daniel,  was  read,  as 
follows: 

SECRETARY'S  REPORT. 

NINETEENTH  ANNUAL  CONVENTION  TEXAS  S.  MED- 
ICAL CONVENTION. 

Austin,  Texas,  April  26,  1887. 

Dr.  T.  H.  Nott, 

President  Tex.  S.  Med.  Association. 
Sir:    As  Secretary,  ad  interim,  by  your  appointment  to  the  va- 
cancy occasioned  by  the  death  of  Dr.  W.  J.  Burt,  I  have  the  honor 
to  submit  the  following  report: 

Austin,  Texas,  April  26,  1878. 
F.  E.  Daniel,  M.  D.,  Secretary  ad  interim,  in  account  with 

The  Texas  State  Medical  Association. 


1886-7  Dr. 
April,  1887,  To  Cash,  Dues  from  Members: 

August,  '86,  To  Cash,  Dr.  E.  L.  Sessions  $  5  00 

August,  '86,  To  Cash,  Dr.  R.  M.  Swearingen  . .  5  00 

Sept.  17,  '86,  To  Cash,  Dr.  W.  W.  Walker ....  5  00 

Sept.  24,  '86,  To  Cash,  Dr.  F.  P.  McLaughlin.  5  00 

Oct.  6,  '86,  To  Cash,  Dr.  A.  D.  Paulus   5  00 

Nov.  7,  '86,  To  Cash,  Dr.  J.  C.  Jones   5  00 

Jan.  14,  '87,  To  Cash,  Dr.  J.  M.  Litten   10  00 

March  22,  '87,  To  Cash,  Dr.  T.  S.  Burke   5  00 

Feb.,  '87,  To  Cash,  Dr.  T.  H.  Nott   10  00 

April  7,  '87,  To  Cash,  Dr.  T.  D.  Wooten   10  00 

April  7,  '87,  To  Cash,  Dr.  W.  A.  Morris   10  00 

April  7,  '87,  To  Cash,  Dr.  C.  R.  Hargrove. ...  5  00 

April  10,  '87,  To  Cash,  Dr.  F.  Paschall,  Mexico  10  00 

April  13,  '87,  To  Cash,  Dr.  E.  N.  Wright,  I.  T.  5  00 

April  13,  '87,  To  Cash,  Dr.  J.  L.  Lankford,  I.  T.  5  00 — $  100  00 

Nov.  1,  '86.  To  Cash,  Draft  on  Treasurer   942  00 

Dec.  23,  '86,  To  Cash,  Draft  on  Treasurer. ...  25  00 

To  Cash,  Sale  of  Transactions   6  20 

March,  '87,  To  Cash  from  Publishing  Com'tee  255  00 —  1228  20 

$1328  20 
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Cr. 

Nov.  30,  '86,  Paid  Warner  &  Draughon,  v.  2 . .  .$1089  65 


March,  '87,  Paid  John  Southgate,  v.  3   26  50 

Nov.,  '86,  Paid  Exp.  on  428  vols,  at  21c  |  89  89 

Nov.,  '86,  Paid  Express  on  6  vols.  (1  pkg)  j    '  •> '  40 

Nov.,  '86,  Paid  Ex.,  Pacific,  86  vols,  at  21c,  v.  4  18  06 

Aug.,  '86,  Paid  Postage,  200  circulars   2  00 

Feb.  or  March,  Paid  Postage  Pres't  Circular. .  10  00 
Nov.,  '86,  Paid  for  Stamps,  76  vols,  at  24c,  v.  6  18  24 
April  8  and  13,  '87,  Paid  for  Stamps,  428  Re- 
port Surgery,  v.  10   29  95 

Nov.  15,  '86,  Paid  Warner  &  Draughon,  circu- 
lars and  letter  heads,  etc.,  v.  1   8  50 

Nov.  '86,  Paid  Exchange  on  $942  at  %  pr.  ct.  2  35 
April,  '87,  Paid  return  charges  on  7  vols.,  v.  9.  1  89 
March,  '87,  Paid  for  folding  and  st'ping  circu- 
lars, v.  7   2  00 

April,  '87,  Paid  for  stamps  and  postals  for  of- 
fice, 1  year   7  00 

April,  1887,  Paid  Express  on  Books  Dr.  Cup- 

ples,  v.  8   35 

April,  '87,  Paid  Cartage  on  Transactions  3  times,  75 

April,  '87,   Balance   20  59 


$1328  20  $1328  20 

April  26,  '87,  To  Balance   $20.  59 

April  18.  Received  since, R.A.Taylor,Millwood,  5 

April  20.       "  "    J.T.  Harrington,  El.  P.,  10 

April  25.  Received  since,  Dr.  H.  C.  Ghent, ....  5 

April  25.        u  "    A.  W.  Fly,  Galv....  5 

"    W.M.  Powell,  Albany,  5  30  pp. 

By  cash  h'nd.  Treas.  with  Dr.Harrington's  Ap.  10 

By  Balance  handed  Treasurer,.   4°  59       $5°  59 


E.  &  O.  E.  Austin,  Texas,  April  26,  1887. 
With  the  exception  of  publishing  and  delivering  the  Transactions- 
for  1886,  it  will  be  observed  the  expenses  of  the  office  have  been 
unusually  light.  The  correspondence  has  not  been  extensive, 
amounting  to  only  a  few  hundred  letters  and  postal  cards.  The  only 
circulars  issued  from  the  office  were  those  of  the  President  to  de- 
linquents, in  August,  (200)  and  the  annual  announcement  and  call 
for  meeting,  which  were  issued  in  February  or  March. 

The  delay  in  distributing  the  Report  on  Surgery  was  occasioned 
by  want  of  funds,  and  the  last  were  mailed  on  the  13th  inst.  About 
450  copies  were  mailed  from  the  Secretary's  office,  and  some  25  de- 
livered in  Austin.  The  Transactions  were  promptly  mailed  and 
sent  by  express,  upon  delivery,  and  a  larger  number  has  been  dis- 
tributed than  any  previous  year. 
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Since  last  meeting  it  is  my  duty  to  report  the  death  of  seven  hon- 
ored and  useful  members — an  unusually  large  mortality,  and  tho' 
I  am  aware  the  committee  on  necrology  will  do  full  justice  to  their 
memories,  I  cannot  refrain  from  at  least  a  passing  mention: 

Dr.  Joseph  Willis,  of  Waco,  died  July  6. 

"    W.  J.  Burt,  of  Austin,  died  July  10. 

"   H.  W.  Moore,  of  Fort  Worth,  died  September  24. 

"   Albert  Welch,  of  Ferris,  died  Semtember  22. 

"   J,  T.  Meek,  of  Ennis,  died  November  11. 
T.  M.  Stone,  of  Jasper,  died  Sep.  14. 

"  James  Haley,  of  Moffatt,  died  February  11,  1887. 
The  actual  number  of  members  in  good  standing  at  present  borne 
upon  the  roll  is  417.  Of  this  number  three  have  removed  from  the 
State,  to-wit:  Dr.  W.  II.  Wilkes,  late  of  Waco,  Dr,  B.  M.  Brown, 
and  Dr.  Wm.  Penny,  of  Galveston.  Two  have  tendered  their  res- 
ignations herewith  presented,  to-wit:  Drs.  B.  M.  Brown  and  D. 
B.  McMillan.  Of  those  dropped  from  the  roll  for  non-payment  I 
find  no  record  by  my  predecessor.  Two  who  had  formerly  been 
dropped  have  been  re-instated  under  the  resolution  adopted  last 
year  at  Dallas:  Dr.  W.  A.  Morris,  of  Austin,  and  Dr.  Frank  Pas- 
chal, of  Chihuahua,  Mexico. 

The  roll  of  members  is  very  imperfect,  and  incomplete.  Until 
the  present  time  names  of  members,  long  since  dead,  or  removed, 
are  carried  on  the  roll  ;  while  quite  a  number  have  changed  their 
place  of  residence,  without  giving  notice  to  the  Secretary's  office  ; 
and  tho'  repeated  and  urgent  calls  have  been  made,  both  by  cir- 
cular and  through  the  medium  of  the  Medical  Journals  for  data  to 
enable  the  Secretary  to  complete  the  record,  as  to  place  and  date 
of  graduation,  when  joined  the  Association,  etc.,  it  has  been  in 
vain  ;  only  very  few  have  responded. 

The  failure  to  report  change  of  residence,  entails  considerable 
trouble  and  some  expense, — in  as  much  as  valuable  Transactions 
sent  by  express  or  mail,  prepaid,  are  returned  with  the  remark, 
"no  such  person  resides  here,"  and  return  charges  are  also  paid  by 
the  Secretary.  Seven  instances  of  the  kind  occured  with  the  last 
volume  of  Transactions, — and  one  was  in  the  case  of  a  member 
who  only  joined  at  Dallas. 

Of  County  and  Town  Associations  in  affiliation  with  the  State 
Association  there  are  only  seventeen  borne  on  the  roll — tho'  I  be- 
lieve, there  were  one  or  two  represented  at  Dallas,  whose  names  do 
not  appear  :  and  a  singular  dereliction  on  the  part  of  somebody  is 
— the  name  of  not  a  single  Secretary  is  given.  In  this  connection, 
Mr.  President,  I  hope  I  will  be  pardoned  for  calling  attention  to 
the  requirement  of  our  by-laws,  which  provides  for  annual  reports 
from  these  auxiliary  societies  as  to  the  membership,  the  work  done, 
etc.  In  not  a  single  instance  has  a  report  been  made  this  year. 
An  inventory  of  the  books  in  possession  of  the  Secretary  reveal 
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the  nucleus  of  what  can  be  made  by  proper  care  and  attention — 
a  library  : 

There  are  59  volumes  of  State  Society  Proceedings  in  pamphlet 
form,  and  32  volumes  in  cloth,  of  Transactions  of  State  Boards  of 
Health  and  State  Medical  Associations. 

Of  our  own  Transactions  I  do  not  find  on  hand  a  single  volume 
later  than  1883,  (1  volume  only,  of  1883,  in  paper),  and  of 
the  year  1884,  there  are  in  paper  covers,  138;  and  in  cloth 
covers,  1  ;  of  the  year  1885,  there  are  in  cloth  covers,  108  ;  of  the 
year  1886,  there  are  in  cloth  covers.  74  ;  total  321  ;  in- 
cluding the  seven  or  eight  returned  volumes  ;  and  125  cop- 
ies of  the  Committee's  Report  on  Surgery.  Thus,  in  all,  there 
are  some  537  books  on  hand,  the  property  of  the  Association. 
These  have  been  carefully  arranged  on  shelves,  and  I  would  sug- 
gest that  they  are  worth  the  cost  of  a  book-case,  or  other  means 
for  their  proper  care.  It  would  seem  that  no  better  use  could  be 
made  of  the  back  volumes  of  Transactions  than  to  give  them  to  the 
new  members. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

F.  E.  Daniel,  Secretary. 

Dr.  Terhune  moved  that  the  Secretary's  report  be  adopted.  Dr. 
J.  B.  Robertson  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  a  special  committee  of 
three.  Carried.  Drs.  R.  T.  Knox,  F.  M.  Pitts  and  A.  A.  Terhune, 
were  appointed.  They  carefully  examined  the  report  and  finding 
it  correct  in  every  particular,  so  reported. 

The  report  of  the  Treasurer  Dr.  J.  Larendon,  was  read  as 
follows  : 

TREASURER'S  REPORT. 

"Houston,  Texas,  April  20,  1887. 
Dr.   J.    Larendon   in   account   with  Texas   State  Medical 
Association. 


receipts. 

1886-7. 

April  21,  Balance  on  hand,  last  report  $     45  52 

April  20,  Annual  dues  collected   1,894  25 

£i>939  77 

April  20,  '87,  To  Cash  on  hand   20  07 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

1886-7. 

April  29,  Cash  paid  Collective  Investigation 

Committee,  per  order  $     42  75 

April  29,  Cash  paid  for  Stationary   5  5° 
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April  30,  Cash  paid  Secretary  salary   200  00 

Cash  paid  Publishing  Committee  for  work 

of  1885   200  00 

Cash  paid  Treasurer  100  00 

Cash  paid  Postage  Stamps   3  00 

June  18,  Cash  paid   Dr.   Geo.  Cupples,  for 

work  on  Surgery,  $294  00  ;  P.  O.  M.  O. 

fee,  $1  35    295  35 

August  16,  Cash  paid  Dr.  J.  R.  Briggs,  for 

Prize  Essay   100  00 

Exchange  on  above   45 

Nov.  1,  Cash  paid  F.  E.  Daniel,  Chairman 

Publishing  Committee   942  00 

Dec.  23,  Cash  paid  F.  E.  Daniel,  Chairman 

Publishing  Committee   25  00 

P.  O.  M.  O.  on  above   15 

April  19,  '87  Cash  paid  A.  C.  Gray,  printing 

blank  receipts,  1000   5  5° 

Balance  Cash  on  hand   20  07 

3i,939  77 

Respectfully  submitted, 
E.  and  O.  E.  J.  Larendon,  Treasurer. 

On  motion,  the  report  was  referred  to  same  committee.    On  ex- 


amination it  was  found  correct,  and  so  reported.  Dr.  Pitts  com- 
plimented Dr.  Larenden  on  the  report,  and  moved  that  he  be  paid 
S100  for  his  services.  Amended  by  Dr.  J.  B.  Robertson,  by  adding 
$10  for  postage.  Carried. 

The  following  report  of  the  Publishing  Committee  was  submitted 
by  Dr.  F.  E.  Daniel,  chaLman: 

REPORT  OF  PUBLISHING  COMMITTEE. 

Dr.  T.  H.  Nott,  President  Texas  State  Medical  Association: 

Sir. — Your  Committee  on  Publication  beg  leave  to  submit  the 
following  report: 

The  volume  of  Transactions  for  1886,  eighteenth  Annual  session, 
is  herewith  presented. 

Seven  hundred  volumes,  of  seven  hundred  pages  each,  were 
issued,  and  a  copy  was  sent  to  every  member  of  the  Association 
whose  name  appears  on  the  roll;  to  every  county  medical  associa- 
tion in  affiliation,  whose  secretary's  address  is  known;  to  most  of 
the  secretaries  of  State  Medical  Associations,  and  State  Boards  of 
Health;  to  the  officers  of  other  medical  and  sanitary  associations, 
the  American  Medical  Association  and  the  American  Public  Health 
Association,  U.  S.  Government  medical  officers;  to  many  medical 
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colleges,  and  to  the  leading  daily  newspapers  in  the  Southern 
State,  and  to  nearly  all  of  the  leading  medical  journals;  also  to  the 
advertisers — in  all,  some  six  hundred  and  thirty  volumes;  a  larger 
number  than  have  ever  heretofore  been  distributed  from  the  Secre- 
tary's office. 

The  printing  was  done  by  Messrs.  Warner  &  Draughon,  and  the 
binding  by  Mr.  John  Southgate,  all  of  Austin, — according  to  con- 
tract with  the  first  named — at  a  net  cost  of  $1089.65;  or  $1.55  per 
volume. 

Of  this  amount,  $861.15  in  the  Treasury  was  available;  the  bal- 
ance being  required  to  prepay  postage  and  express  charges.  The 
postage  was  24  cents  per  volume,  weighing  48  ounces  (3  lbs.),  and 
the  express  charges  (special  rate  to  committee)  was  21  cents  per 
volume.  The  balance  of  the  amount  was  advanced  by  the  com- 
mittee, as  per  statement  below: 

Dr. — Voucher  No.  1,  Warner  &  Draughon  bill,  printing 

700  volumes  $1089  65 

Voucher  No.  2,  John  Southgate's  bill  for  wrapping,  papers, 

printing  same,  labor,  twine,  pasting  in  1400  slips,  etc.      26  50 

Total  ,  $1116  15 

Cr. — Voucher  1,  By  cash  from  Secretary  $861  15 

Voucher  2,  By  cash  by  Publishing  Committee. .  255  00 —  1116  15 

Balance  due  Publishing  Committee  $  255  00 

The  manuscript  of  the  Report  on  Surgery  was  withdrawn  from 
the  hands  of  the  Publishing  Committee  by  the  chairman  of  special 
committee  on  said  report,  who  made  special  contract  with  Messrs. 
Warner  &  Draughon;  he  also  claimed  the  privilege  of  reading  the 
proofs,  and  of  supervising  the  work.  The  Publishing  Committee 
are,  therefore,  entitled  to  none  of  the  credit  for  the  excellent  pub- 
lication. 

The  amount  of  manuscript  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Publishing 
Committee  was  immense — far  exceeding  any  previous  year;  and 
the  labor  of  classifying  and  arranging  it,  revising,  and  correcting 
clerical  and  other  errors,  and  putting  it  in  shape  for  the  press,  in- 
volved no  small  amount  of  time,  patience  and  labor;  all  of  which 
was  shared  by  the  lamented  Burt  up  to  the  time  of  his  death;  and 
the  subsequent  reading  and  revision  of  the  large  amount  of  proof 
was  a  labor  of  many  weeks.  The  work  speaks  for  itself.  Of  course 
it  is  not  perfect;  but  we  believe  it  is  as  nearly  free  from  typograph- 
ical errors,  and  other  blemishes,  as  most  works  of  the  kind,  and  as 
three  careful  proof-revisions,  in  very  trying  weather,  could  well 
make  it. 

It  is  a  source  of  much  gratification  to  your  Committee,  and,  we 
hope,  of  pardonable  pride,  to  observe  the  very  general  favor  with 
which  their  labors  have  been,  everywhere,  received;  the  palm  for 
excellence, — not  alone  for  the  mechanical  part  of  the  volume,  but 
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for  the  high  scientific  value  of  its  contents,  has  been,  by  the  medi- 
cal press  of  the  country,  with  one  accord,  awarded  to  the  Transac- 
tions of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association  ! 

Believing  that  the  members  will  share  that  feeling  with  the  com- 
mittee, and  that  it  will  stimulate  them  to  renewed  efforts,  your 
committee  hope  to  be  pardoned  the  seeming  vanity  which  prompts 
them  to  submit  herewith  a  few  brief  extracts  from  the  many  kind 
and  complimentary  notices  of  the  work,  which  have  appeared  in 
the  medical  journals  of  the  country.  The  journals  of  nearly  every 
State  have  spoken  kindly  of  our  humble  but  earnest  labors,  and  in 
praise  of  the  enterprise, — and  the  scientific  ability  of  the  Texas 
medical  profession.  [Comments  of  the  press  are  omitted  for  want 
of  space.] 

Thus,  the  journals  from  nearly  every  State  in  the  Union  have 
been  pleased  to  compliment  the  profession  of  Texas  and  their 
scientific  work  as  exemplified  in  their  published  Transactions. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

F.  E.  Daniel,  Ch'mn, 
R.  M.  Swearing  ex, 
J.  W.  McLaughlin. 

Austin,  Texas,  April,  1887. 

Dr.  Daniel  also  made  a  verbal  report,  stating  that  he  and  Dr. 
Burt  had  received  each  $146  from  the  advertisers,  and  explained 
the  difficulties  attending  the  publication  of  the  volume. 

The  report  was  adopted,  and,  on  motion  of  Dr.  G,  W.  Christian, 
a  vote  of  thanks  to  Dr.  Daniel  was  recorded;  and,  on  motion  of 
Dr.  Swearingen,  $100  was  voted  from  the  treasury  as  additional 
compensation  for  his  time  and  labor  in  editing  and  publishing  the 
volume  of  Transactions. 

Dr.  S.  D.  Thurston,  of  the  Committee  on  Prize  Essays,  rose  to  a 
point  of  personal  privilege,  and  asked  to  be  permitted  to  make  a 
statement  in  regard  to  the  matter  and  manner  of  making  the  award 
of  the  prize  last  year.  He  said  that  the  published  article  of  Dr. 
Wallace,  one  of  the  committee,  in  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Jour- 
nal, reflected  unjustly  on  the  committee,  and  called  for  a  reply. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  A.  P.  Brown,  the  rules  were  suspended,  and  Dr. 
Thurston  read  an  able  and  elaborate  article  defending  the  action 
of  the  committee,  and  answering  Dr.  Wallace  on  all  points,  and 
describing  the  manner  in  which  the  award  was  made. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Becton — after  several  motions  had  been  made 
and  amendments  offered — the  following  resolution,  which  embodied 
the  main  idea,  was  unanimously  adopted: 
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Resolved,  That  the  personal  explanation  of  the  Committee  on 
Prize  Essays  be  accepted  as  entirely  satisfactory  to  the  Association, 
and  that  their  manner  of  awarding  the  prize  be,  and  is  hereby,  in 
all  things,  approved.  E.  P.  Becton. 

Dr.  Geo.  Cupples,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Collection  of 
Surgical  Cases,  made  the  following 

REPORT  ON  SURGICAL  CASES. 

T.  H.  Nott,  M.  D.,  Preside?it  Texas  State  Medical  Association; 

Sir. — Your  Special  Committee  on  Surgery  have  the  honor  to  sub- 
mit herewith  their  annual  report  for  1886,  comprising  1046  opera- 
tions, which,  added  to  4293  operations  included  in  the  report  pre- 
sented at  the  last  meeting,  make  an  aggregate  of  5339  operations 
presented. 

It  may  be  interesting  to  note  here,  as  an  evidence  of  the  correct- 
ness and  accuracy  of  the  individual  reports,  that  the  mortality  in 
the  first  report  furnishes. a  ratio  of  8.15  per  cent,  whilst  the  present 
report  furnishes  a  death  rate  of  7.93  per  cent. 

The  present  report  comprises  many  operations  not  heretofore  in- 
cluded and  not  strictly  belonging  to  this  year,  and  comprises  a 
large  number  of  the  less  dangerous  operations. 

In  preparing  this  report  the  same  method  was  followed  as  on 
former  occasions;  3000  blank  forms  were  distributed  to  physicians 
throughout  the  State,  and  a  very  large  correspondence  was  entered 
into  in  connection  therewith;  seventy-four  reports  were  received 
from  sixty-six  surgeons,  which  are  embodied  in  the  document  now 
presented  for  your  acceptance. 

Some  explanation  is  due  to  the  Association  of  the  delay  which 
occurred  in  the  printing  and  distribution  of  the  report  of  1886. 
Certain  difficulties  arose  regarding  the  printing  of  the  report  as  or- 
dered by  a  vote  of  the  Association.  The  difficulties  were  met  and 
surmounted  by  the  action  of  a  few  members,  who  provided  for  the 
printing  of  1000  copies.  In  doing  this,  however,  they  were  hamp- 
ered by  a  contract  entered  into  by  the  publishing  committee  for 
the  printing  of  the  entire  Transactions,  which  caused  great  delay 
and  many  typographical  errors,  due  to  the  unfaithful  execution  of 
the  contract  by  the  printers. 

Notwithstanding  these  drawbacks,  400  copies  were  forwarded  in 
January  by  the  committee  to  the  individual  reporters  and  to  many 
eminent  men  in  the  profession  in  the  United  States  and  in  Europe, 
from  many  of  whom  have  been  received  the  most  gratifying  ex- 
pressions of  approval  and  commendation  of  the  scope  and  value 
of  the  work. 

As  a  result,  the  surgeons  of  Texas  are  to-day  regarded  and  treat- 
ed as  no  unworthy  members  of  the  great  republic  of  work. 
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It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  work  will  be  continued,  and,  to  use  the 
words  of  a  reviewer  of  the  report,  that  a  lesson  will  be  learned  by 
the  other  State  Medical  Associations  from  the  action  of  that  of 
Texas. 

From  the  nature  of  the  undertaking,  it  became  necessarily  the 
work  of  one  member  of  the  committee,  who  is  alone  responsible 
for  errors  contained  therein,  and  who  gratefully  takes  occasion  to 
acknowledge  the  intelligent  and  indefatigable  assistance  rendered 
by  his  friend,  Dr.  E.  H.  Tyler,  of  San  Antonio,  without  whose  aid 
this  arduous  and  laborious  undertaking  could  never  have  been  ac- 
complished. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

[Note. — Four  hundred  and  fifty  copies  were  subsequently  mailed 
to  members  by  the  Secretary,  and  the  balance  sent  to  the  chairman 
of  the  committee. — Ed.] 

On  motion,  the  report  was  adopted,  and  a  vote  of  thanks  was 
tendered  to  Dr.  Cupples. 

Dr.  Robertson  moved  that  Dr.  Cupples  be  reimbursed  for  the  ex- 
pense of  publishing  the  extended  report  on  surgery.  Carried. 

Dr.  Cupples  begged  to  decline  the  reimbursement. 

Dr.  H.  L.  Taylor,  delegate  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Association, 
asked  for  further  time  in  which  to  make  his  report.  Granted. 

Dr.  Kilpatrick,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Necrology,  not 
being  ready  to  report,  was  given  further  time. 

Vice-President  Parsons,  who  was  occupying  the  chair,  at  this 
point  suspended  the  regular  business  and  introduced  Dr.  W.  H. 
Saunders,  Professor  in  the  Alabama  Medical  College,  and  a  repre- 
sentative from  the  Alabama  Medical  Association  to  the  Texas  Med- 
ical Association.  Upon  being  presented,  he  made  a  brief  address, 
which  was  full  of  fraternal  greeting  and  cordial  fellowship.  His 
remarks  were  fitting  and  appropriate,  and  were  received  by  the  As- 
sociation with  generous  rounds  of  applause. 

Dr.  J.  B.  Robertson,  addressing  Professor  Saunders,  bade  him 
welcome  to  the  bosom  of  the  Association,  and  thanked  him  for  his 
coming,  at  the  same  time  complimenting  in  high  terms  the  sister 
Association  which  was  so  ably  represented  here  in  his  person.  Dr. 
Becton  also  made  a  highly  complimentary  speech,  eulogizing  the 
Association  from  which  Dr.  Saunders  was  a  representative. 

Dr.  H.  W.  Dudley  offered  a  resolution  providing  for  the  sever- 
ance of  venereal  diseases  from  the  surgery  section,  and  the  creation 
of  a  section  upon  those  diseases.    A  motion  to  refer  to  the  Com_ 
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mittee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws  was  superseded  by  a  motion 
to  table,  which  prevailed. 

Dr.  Cummings  offered  a  resolution  that  all  applications  for  mem- 
bership, and  all  charges  and  specifications  against  members,  be 
submitted  in  writing  to  the  Association,  and  read  from  the  Secre- 
tary's desk  before  reference  to  committees.  The  resolution  was, 
on  motion,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

Drs.  Mellou  and  McManus,  of  Brownsville  and  Matamoras  Med- 
ical Association,  offered  a  resolution  providing  for  a  change  in  the 
Constitution  and  By-Laws  so  as  to  admit  a  physician  to  member- 
ship in  absentia,  upon  the  showing  of  the  proper  qualifications  there- 
in specified.  Referred  to  committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws. 
Under  the  by-laws  this  must  lie  over  a  year. 

Charges  were  preferred  by  Dr.  J.  J.  Dial  against  Dr.  M.  K.  Lott, 
of  Belton,  based  on  a  pamphtet  entitled  "a  Chapter  in  Medical 
Ethics  as  practiced  by  Dr.  H.  C.  Ghent,  by  M.  K,  Lott,"  which 
pamphlet  was  said  to  have  been  distributed  to  the  laity.  Dr.  Pitts 
moved  to  refer  to  Judicial  Council,  together  with  the  pamphlet. 

Dr.  Lott  rose  to  a  point  of  personal  privilege,  and  said  he  pro- 
tested against  being  tried  by  twelve  men  from  whose  decision 
there  is  said  to  be  no  appeal. 

The  question  as  to  the  finality  of  the  action  of  the  Judicial  Coun- 
cil came  up,  and  the  chair  ruled  that  the  decision  of  the  Council  is 
not  final  with  reference  to  the  last  clause  of  first  paragraph  of  arti- 
cle referring  thereto — attention  having  been  called  to  same  by  Dr. 
Talley.    At  request  of  President,  V.  P.  Parsons  took  the  chair. 

Dr.  Talley  moved  a  substitute  for  Dr,  Pitts  motion,  so  as  to  have 
charges  and  specifications  read  in  open  session  before  being  sent  to 
Judicial  Council.  Lost. 

Dr.  Cummings  asked  if  a  member  against  whom  charges  had  been 
preferred,  desired  it,  could  he  not  have  the  charges  read  in  open 
session? 

The  chair  decided  in  the  negative.  Dr.  Talley  appealed  from 
the  decision  of  the  chair,  and  . by  a  rising  vote  the  chair  was  sus- 
tained. 

The  resignation  ot  Dr.  M.  R.  Brown,  late  of  Galveston,  now  of 
Chicago,  was  read  and  accepted.    Meeting  adjourned. 
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AFTERNOON  SESSION,  SECOND  DAY,  APRIL  2J. 

The  Association  met  at  3  o'clock,  Vice-President  Chilton  in  the 
chair. 

The  Section  on  Ophthalmology  and  Otology  was  called,  Dr.  T. 
J,  Tyner,  chairman,  presiding.  Dr.  Tyner  read  a  report  reviewing 
the  work  of  the  year  in  that  department  of  science.  The  paper  was 
referred  to  the  publishing  committee  with  instructions  to  incorpo- 
rate it  in  the  minutes.  Dr.  Tyner  was  then  excused  to  attend  a  sit- 
ting of  the  Judicial  Council,  and  Dr.  Chilton  continued  to  occupy 
the  chair 

The  first  paper  presented  was  upon  Iritis,  by  Dr.  Chilton.  It  was 
ably  discussed  by  Dr.  Saunders,  who  was  specially  invited  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  debate;  by  Drs.  Nott,  Pope,  Leake,  A.  P,  Brown, 
Jones,  of  Gonzales,  Dudley  and  Chilton.  It  was  referred  to  the  pub- 
lishing committee. 

Dr.  Becton  was  on  motion  excused  from  further  attendance  on 
the  session,  having  a  call  home  to  attend  an  important  case. 

The  second  paper,  "A  Case  of  Neuro-Retinitis,"  by  Dr.  J.  H. 
Smith,  of  Dallas,  was  about  to  be  read,  when  a  point  of  order  was 
made  that  the  section  had  already  more  than  consumed  its  allotted 
time,  two  hours.  The  chair  decided  the  point  well  taken.  Several 
papers  under  this  section  were  not  reached,  one  by  Dr.  J.  R.  Briggs 
•on  the  "Syringe  in  Ear  Disease,"  All  papers  will  be  referred  to  the 
publishing  committee,  whether  read  or  not. 

The  Section  on  Surgery  was  then  called.  Dr.  Osborn,  chairman 
of  the  section,  announced  that  he  had  a  report  to  make,  but  as  it 
was  lengthy  and  would  consume  a  considerable  amount  of  time,  he 
would  content  himself  by  reading  the  captions  of  a  number  of  cases. 
This  he  did,  and  the  report  was  referred. 

Under  this  section  a  paper  entitled  "A  Case  in  Conservative  Sur- 
gery" was  read  by  Dr.  J.  D.  Bass,  and  elicited  a  spirited  discussion, 
which  we  are  obliged  to  omit.  It  was  discussed  by  Drs.  Talley, 
Brown,  Sears,  Paine,  of  Comanche,  and  others, 

Dr.  J.  R,  Briggs  sent  up  to  the  Secretary's  desk  a  document  ad- 
dressed to  the  Secretary,  with  the  written  request  to  read  it  at  once. 
The  Secretary,  Dr.  Daniel,  proceeded  to  read  the  following: 
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"  To  the  Judicial  Council  of  the   Texas  State  Medical  Association, 

Greet 'ing." 
Gentlemen: 

From  certain  facts  herein  specified,  itbecomes  my  duty  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association,  to  present  to  you  for 
your  wise  and  just  consideration,  the  following  charges  and  specifi- 
cations against  one  of  our  members,  Dr.  F.  E.  Daniel,  of  Austin. 

ist.  I  hereby  allege  that  Dr.  F.  E.  Daniel  did,  contrary  to  the  de- 
sire or  request  (by  resolution  or  otherwise)  of  the  Texas  State  Med- 
ical Association,  and  upon  claims  utterly  groundless,  assume  for  his 
journal  (Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal)  the  high  prerogative  of 
"  the  Official  Organ  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association."  I 
protest  against  such  presumptious  arrogance,  and  deny  the  right  of 
any  Journalist  to  unauthoritatively  make  such  false  and  vain  state- 
ments. I  assert  that  outside  of  its  "Transactions,"  the  Texas  State 
Medical  Association  has  no  recognized  "official  organ,"  and  that  all 
claims  to  the  contiary  are  born  of  conceit  and  brought  forth  to 
gratify  a  vaulting  ambition,  to  the  detriment  of  the  Association  at 
large,  and  its  members  individually. 

I  further  assert,  that  his  false  assumption,  togethar  with  other  ef- 
forts at  self-aggrandizement,  has  reflected  discredit  upon  the  Asso- 
ciation instead  of  upholding  its  principles  and  preserving  harmony 
in  our  ranks. 

Therefore,  as  a  member  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association,. 
I  ask  that  Dr.  F.  E.  Paniel  be  brought  before  your  committee  to 
answer  to  the  false  statement  made  and  published  by  him,  that  his 
Journal  was  the  "official  organ"  of  the  Association.  I  further  ask,, 
that  the  his  liberty  under  the  guise  of  such  egotistical  and  assumed 
prerogative  to  criticise  and  cast  personally,  discredit  and  mortifi- 
cation cn  two  of  our  ex-presidents  be  questioned. 

2th.  I  desire  to  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  page  28  in  the 
"Transactions"  for  1885  where  the  following  language  occurs:  "The 
committee,  by  allowing  five  pages  for  advertising  were  enabled  to 
save  the  Association  $100,  or  14  cents  per  copy  in  the  price  of 
printing  the  Transactions."  On  investigating  the  matter  by  writing 
to  the  treasurer,  and  obtaining  information  from  other  sources,  1 
find  as  a  matter  of  foct  that  the  S100  referred  to  was  not  saved  the 
Association;  that  the  Association  was  not  beneficiary  of  this  $100,. 
or  any  part  thereof  \  I  further  assert  that  this  $100  was  appropria- 
ted by  Dr.  F.  E.  Daniel  to  his  own  personal  benefit,  which  was  con- 
trary to  his  statement  of  the  facts  in  the  case,  and  also  at  variance, 
with  business  principles,  honesty,  and  the  confided  trust  in  him  re- 
posed. I  desire  to  say  here,  that  for  1885  the  Transactions  was 
printed  at  Fort  Worth,  and  was  under  the  direct  management  of 
Dr.  F.  E.  Daniel,  and  that  this  charge  cannot  in  the  least  reflect 
upon  our  lamented  Dr.  Burt. 

I  believe  that  such  a  precedent  of  which  Dr.  F.  E.  Daniel  has 
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been  guilty  will,  if  not  speedily  reprimanded,  lay  the  foundation  for 
subsequent  misappropriations  of  the  funds  belonging  to  our  Asso- 
ciation, and  therefore  ask  that  you  justly  and  impartially  consider 
this  breach  in  all  its  relations,  for  the  good  of  all  concerned  and  to 
the  injury  (unjustly)  of  no  one! 

3rd  I  assert  also  without  the  possibility  of  successful  contradic- 
tion, that  for  1885  the  printing  of  the  "Transactions"  only  cost 
$400,  but,  that  Dr.  F.  E.  Daniel  induced  the  printer — Mr.  J.  K.  Mil- 
lican — to  send  in  the  bill  for  $475;  he  (Dr.  Daniel)  appropriating 
the  $75  over  charges  to  himself,  thereby  bleeding  the  treasury  a  sec- 
oud  timel  That  the  "$100"  gotten  by  Dr.  Daniel  for  andvertising. 
and  the  $75  over  charges,  did  not  constitute  his  salary,  is  shown  by 
the  fact  that  at  the  last  Houston  meeting  (1885)  the  publishing  com- 
mittee were  paid  $200  for  their  services,  of  which  amount  Dr.  Dan- 
iel received  $150.  Thus  summed  up  we  find,  that  Dr.  Daniel  re- 
ceived, in  in  three  different  ways  $325.00  for  the  year  of  1885,  and 
that  the  $100  and  the  $75  really,  and  in  fact,  justly  belonged  to  the 
Association.  While  it  is  a  fact  that  Dr.  Daniel  was  only  one  of  the 
publishing  committee,  nevertheless,  it  can  be  proven  to  your  satis- 
faction, that  he  alone  received  and  misappropriated  the  $175.  If 
Dr.  Daniel  at  the  time,  thought  himself  justifiable  in  keeping  the 
$100,  and  the  $75,  for  his  services,  he  should  at  the  next  meeting  in 
Houston,  when  the  subject  of  paying  the  committee  was  up  before 
the  Association,  have  made  the  statement  to  that  body,  that  he  had 
already  received  for  his  services  $175.  But  Dr.  Daniel  did  not  make 
any  such  statement  or  explanation,  but  on  the  contrary  urged  with 
his  friends,  that  he  be  paid  a  second  time,  or  receive  additional 
sum,  which  was  granted  by  the  Association,  which  body  was  ignorant 
of  the  fact  that  he  (Dr.  Daniel)  had  been  beneficiary  of  ever  so 
small  amount  for  his  services. 

Believing  that  such  conduct  is  dishonest,  and  unbecoming  one  of 
our  members,  and  that  the  precedent  is  a  dangerous  one,  I  submit 
these  facts  to  your  body,  for  a  just  and  equitable  consideration. 

4th.  (As  a  journalist  Dr.  Daniel  has — under  false  colors — wrong- 
fully, and  maliciously,  assumed  the  right  to  criticise  the  Association 
in  its  selection  of  its  presidents;  such  criticism  being  engendered 
because  he  (Dr.  Daniel)  was  not  elected  president  at  our  last  meet- 
ing; thereby  manifesting  a  vindictive  and  bitter  retaliation.  It  is 
not  hard  to  see  that  any  remark  made  by  a  journalist  in  our  State 
derogatory  to  the  high  scientific,  and  honorable  standing  of  our 
members,  and  officers,  will  throw  discredit  upon  the  Association  as 
a  scientific  body,  and  lower  us  in  the  eyes  of  the  scientific  medical 
world  at  large). 

5th  (It  can,  in  my  opinion,  be  fully  sustained,  that  Dr.  Daniel  is 
a  "fire  brand,'''  a  "stirrer  up  of  strife"  and  a  "fomenter  of  discord;" 
and  that  his  retention  in  our  body,  can  but  create  in  the  future,  as 
in  the  past,  discord  and  perpetual  trouble  in  our  ranks. 
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With  the  following  explanation  I  close  these  charges,  and  desire 
the  committee,  or  Judicial  Council,  to  note  the  fact,  that  I  have 
streniously  avoided  bringing  any  personal  differences,  existing  be- 
tween Dr.  Daniel  and  myself,  before  your  Council;  claiming  as  I 
think  right  andproper,  that  the  above  greivances  exist  alone  between 
Dr.  Daniel  and  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association,  I  have  no  de- 
sire to  annoy  your  Council  with  any  correspondence  between  myself, 
Dr.  Daniel,  and  others,  as  such  "private"  affairs,  should  have  no 
place  in  your  council,  to  take  up  your  valuable  time,  and  infringe 
upon  your  labors  in  behalf  of  the  fundamental  interests  of  the  Asso- 
ciation. 

Having  been  informed,  however,  from  reliable  sources,  that  Dr. 
Daniel  will  in  his  defense,  attempt  to  recriminate  by  showing  you 
my  letters  to  him  and  others  (or  get  others  to  do  so)  I  make  the  fol- 
lowing statement  in  justice  to  myself: 

I  wrote  very  severe  and  abusive  letters  to  Dr.  Daniel  and  others, 
who  were  trying  to  cover  up  his  wrong  acts;  my  sole  object  being  to 
observe,  if  by  such  bitter  letters  he  (Dr.  Daniel)  could  be  made  to 
make  plain,  and  show  his  undoubted  guilt.  I  was  handsomely  re- 
warded in  my  efforts,  as  was  shortly  afterward  shown,  by  Dr.  Dan- 
iel's rapid  (and  to  others  unexpected)  visit  to  Fort  Worth,  to  try 
and  patch  up  and  smooth  over,  his  criminal  acts.  Upon  receiving 
my  bitter  letters  of  accusations,  Dr.  Daniel  went  to  the  printer  at 
Fort  Worth  at  once,  to  try  and  get  him,  Mr.  J.  K.  Millican,  to  give 
me  a  letter  of  retraction,  which  letter  is  in  the  hands  of  your  chair- 
man, Dr.  H.  M.  Oliver.  I  claim  I  had  a  right  to  correspond  in  any 
way  I  thought  proper,  with  Dr.  Daniel  or  any  one  else  (who  was 
attempting  to  shield  him)  and  that  the  detective  method  used  by 
me  was  for  the  benefit  of  the  Association,  and  could  not  possibly 
do  me  any  good,  personally.  Having  known  for  nearly  a  year,  or 
at  least  strongly  suspicioned  that  the  funds  of  the  Association  had 
been  misappropriated.  In  order  to  put  the  matter  beyond  doubt, 
I  resorted  to  means,  which  would  not  under  less  aggrivating  cir- 
cumstances, have  been  proper  and  just.  While  I  regard  recrimin- 
ation a  poor  method  of  ridding  one's  self  of  crime;  ?ievertheless,  if 
your  council  think  (as  will  be  charged  against  me)  that  I  was  not 
justifiable  in  using  such  severe  means  for  the  detection  of  this  crime, 
I  ask  that  you  immediately  turn  ?ne  out  of  your  honorable  and  scientific 
body  /  This  I  say,  because  I  assure  you  that  the  letters  I  have 
written  to  Dr.  Daniel  and  others,  together  with  conversations  I  have 
had  on  the  subject  will  be  presented  against  me  as  evidence  of  my 
"malicious"  (to  Dr.  Daniel)  conduct.  I  ask  that  your  council  re- 
ject all  such  "private"  correspondence  to  Dr.  Daniel  and  others; 
but  if  you  think  it  wise  to  entertain  such  an  elaborate  correspond- 
ence, I  then  ask  the  liberty  of  presenting  about  200  pages  of  such 
letters  written  me  by  Dr.  Daniel  and  others. 

In  conclusion  I  must  say  to  you,  that  I  expect  to  be  accused  of 
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"persecution"  and  that  other  matters  may  be  rung  in,  in  lieu  of  de- 
fensive evidence.  I  pray  you  to  not  allow  me  or  any  one  else, 
among  you  with  personal  matters,  but  let  the  case  stand  upon  the 
evidence  which  I  shall  point  out  to  you  in  person,  if  allowed  to  so 
do  by  your  council.  I  fully  recognize  the  results  of  this  step,  I 
have  taken  in  presenting  such  grave  charges  against  one  of  our 
members,  and  fully  know  that  the  matter  will  be  a  very  disagreeable 
and  unpleasant  one,  but  should  I  shrink  from  my  duty,  with  such 
facts  in  my  possession,  I  feel  I  would  be  as  guilty  as  Dr.  Daniel, 
were  I  not  to  present  them.  Thus  gentlemen  I  close  this  explana- 
tion, and  put  myself  in  your  hands,  together  with  these  papers,  and 
ask  that  you  be  as  merciful  as  the  demands  of  the  case,  and  justice 
will  tolerate  !  If  at  any  time  during  your  sessions,  my  presence 
may  be  found  necessary,  command  me. 

Faithfully  and  fraternally  yours, 

J.  R.  BRIGGS,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Daniel  rose  to  a  point  of  personal  privilege  and  asked  to  be 
permitted  to  speak  in  his  defense,  a  few  words.  The  Chairman, 
Vice  President  Chilton,  ruled  him  out  of  order.  A  motion  was 
made  by  Dr.  Tyner  that  Dr.  Daniel  be  permitted  to  reply.  Ruled 
out  of  order.  The  matter  was  pressed  by  several  members,  and 
finally  Dr.  Briggs  moved  that  Dr.  Daniel  be  permitted  to  reply  to 
the  charges.    Permission  being  obtained,  Dr.  Daniel  said  : 

"  I  deny  any  criminality  in  the  matter  charged,  and  repudiate  it 
in  toto.  I  am  prepared  to  prove  the  entire  allegations  in  every 
particular,  as  false  as  hell,  and  to  vindicate  my  character,  which 
for  twenty-five  years  as  a  physician,  no  man  has  ever  dared  to  as- 
sail !  I  am  not  only  prepared  to  disprove  the  charges  in  every  par- 
ticular, but  also  to  show  that  it  is  not  a  conscientious  charge 
brought  by  one  brother  against  another,  solely  for  "  the  protection 
of  the  profession,"  as  asserted, — but  a  malicious,  vi?idictive,  blood- 
thirsty demand  for  revenge  /  /  for  an  assumed  injury  ;  for  the  gentle- 
man says  that  he  has  been  in  possession  of  the  '•information"  a  year. 
In  that  time  he  has  overwhelmed  me  with  "friendly"  letters — 
pledging  life-long  friendship  and  lasting  gratitude  for  services 
therein  acknowledged — and  all  signed  "your  true  friend" — yet,  not 
until  a  short  time  ago,  when  he  assumed  that  I  had  aided  Wallace 
and  others,  in  criticising  his  "prize  essay" — did  his  "conscience" 
suggest  that  it  was  his  "duty,"  to  bring  such  charges.  I  demand  a 
thorough  investigation  into  all  my  official  acts." 

The  document  was  referred  to  the  Judicial  Council.  The  Judi- 
cial Council  next  day  reported  as  follows  : 

"We,  the  Judicial  Council  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Associa- 
tion of  the  19th  session,  held  at  Austin,  April,  1887,  after  full  invest- 
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igation  of  the  charges  against  F.  E.  Daniel,  M.  D.,  do  exhonorate 
him  from  any  criminality,  or  intentional  criminality,  in  the  alleged 
misappropriation  of  any  funds  in  his  hands.  In  regard  to  the  funds 
realized  from  the  advertisements  published  in  the  Transactions, 
and  appropriated  to  his  own  use,  we  believe,  he  acted  on  what  he 
conceived  to  be  good  and  sufficient  reasons.  Furthermore,  we  ex- 
honorate him  from  all  other  charges  brought  against  him." 

[Signed],  M.  H.  Oliver,  Pres. 

J.  W.  Garnett,  Sec. 

Dr.  Daniel  thanked  the  Association  for  this  act  of  simple  justice, 
and  taking  occasion  to  refer  to  one  point  of  complaint,  said  : 

"  With  reference  to  the  editorial  in  last  July's  issue  of  the 
Journal,  "Misguided  Members  and  the  President's  Address,"  I  de- 
sire to  say  that  I  have  disclaimed  through  the  Journal,  and  I 
here  now  on  this  floor,  disclaim  any  intentions  to  reflect  upon  the 
personal,  or  professional  character  of  either  Drs.  Bector  or  Brown, 
or  to  injure  them.  My  language  and  my  animus  were  both  mis- 
understood;  and  whatever  construction  it  may  have  been  thought 
susceptible  of,  it  was  far  from  my  intention  to  cast  aspersions  on 
them.  I  attributed  to  them  simply  an  error  of  judgmeut  in  refer- 
ring to  the  subject  of  religion  and  evolution  in  their  addresses,  and 
thought  it  was  not  only  out  of  place,  but  calculated  to  engender  strife. 
When  a  member,  three  years  ago,  introduced  the  subject,  I  fore- 
saw an  element  of  discord  ;  when  a  year  later,  Dr.  Brown  referred 
to  it  and  replied  to  certain  remarks,  it  seemed  the  Association  was 
drifting  on  to  dangerous  ground,  and,  when  still  later,  Dr.  Becton, 
in  his  presidential  address,  referred  to  certain  members,  who  held 
adverse  views  to  his  own  as  "misguided,"  I  thought  it  was  time  for 
the  Journal,  which  was  established  for  the  declared  purpose  of 
promoting  organization  of  the  Medical  profession  of  Texas,  and  its 
advancement  and  elevation,  to  sound  a  warning.  Such  was  con- 
scientiously the  motive  of  the  editorial, — to  warn  the  Association  of 
the  danger  of  continuing  the  discussion  of  a  subject  which  all  must 
recognize  as  foreign  to  the  objects  and  dangerous  to  the  peace  and 
harmony  of  the  body  ;  and,  while  I  make  this  explanation,  in  jus- 
tice to  myself  and  to  the  distinguished  gentlemen  who  feel  aggrieved 
at  my  remarks,  I  have  nothing  to  retract  as  to  the  subject  matter 
of  the  article,  i.  e.,  that  "the  majority  of  the  profession  deprecate 
the  introduction  and  discussion  of  a  religious  question  in  the  Asso- 
ciation meetings  ;"  and  that  no  one  is  authorized  to  speak  as  to  the 
religious  sentiments  of  the  body.  I  am  much  pleased  to  state  that 
after  a  conversation  with  Dr.  Becton  in  which  the  above,  in  sub- 
stance was  said,  Dr.  Becton  expressed  himself  satisfied,  and  assured 
me  of  a  complete  restoration  of  friendly  relations  between  us, — of 
which  I  don't  hesitate  to  say  I  feel  proud  :  and,  having  done  all 
that  a  gentleman  could  be  expected  to  do,  or  say,  in  the  premises, 
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I  only  wish  that  I  was  able  to  say  the  same  with  regard  to  Dr. 
Brown,  that  he  is  again  my  friend.  (Dr.  Brown  and  Dr.  Becton 
were  both  absent.) 

Pending  motion  to  adjourn,  Dr.  Clark  moved  that  Dr.  Briggs 
be  expelled.  Motion  seconded  by  several.  Ruled  out  of  order, 
and  motion  to  adjourn  prevailed. 

THURSDAY,  APRIL  28 — MORNING  SESSION. 

Meeting  called  to  order  by  President  Nott.  Minutes  of  yester- 
day read  and  approved,  with  corrections. 

The  Committee  on  Collective  Investigation  of  Disease  was 
called,  and  chairman  Sam  R.  Burroughs  read  his  report  (omitted 
for  want  of  space),  showing  the  kind  and  amount  of  work  done  in 
that  field,  and  the  expenditures  incident  thereto. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Sears,  the  report  was  adopted,  and  the  com- 
mittee discharged. 

Dr.  Tally,  delegate  to  Foreign  Medical  Association,  made  an  in- 
teresting verbal  report,  contrasting  our  own  methods  with  those  of 
other  societies. 

Dr.  Cupples,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Legislation,  sub- 
mitted the  following 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  LEGISLATION. 

Dr.  T.  H.  Nott,  M.  D.,  President  Texas  State  Medical  Association: 
Sir. — Your  Committee  on  Legislation  have  the  honor  to  report,  and 
that  with  great  regret,  that  no  measure  has  been  devised  which,  while 
beneficial  to  our  people,  could  present  any  hope  of  acceptance  by 
a  singularly  impracticable  and  unpractical  legislature.  In  conse- 
quence, it  was  deemed  more  prudent,  in  view  of  action  in  the  future, 
to  avoid  defeat,  by  inaction,  than  to  court  it  by  any  appeal  to  the 
Legislature  in  its  then  temper.  And  in  this  connection,  your  com- 
mittee would  respectfully  suggest  that  naked  reason  will  never  se- 
cure from  a  legislative  body  the  recognition  due  to  the  medical 
profession  in  the  interest  of  the  public  health,  and  that  the  pressure 
of  public  opinion  must  be  invoked  to  reach  minds  otherwise  inac- 
cessible. 

For  this  end,  your  committee  proposes  that  an  attempt,  continu- 
ous, not  intermitting,  be  made  to  enlist  every  physician  in  our 
State  as  an  advocate  of  a  law  to  organize  boards  of  health,  and  of 
kindred  measures — and  that  each  one  of  these  physicians,  in  his 
own  circle  of  friends  and  patients,  enlighten  the  people  on  the  par- 
amount questions  of  vital  statistics  and  preventive  or  State  medicine. 

Respectfully  submitted.  Cupples,  Chairman. 
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The  Nominating  Committee  was  organized,  and  elected  Dr.  J.  B. 
Robertson  chairman.  On  motion,  the  meeting  was  postponed  till 
the  report  of  the  Judicial  council  had  been  made. 

Dr.  Sears  moved  that  in  future  advertisements  be  excluded  from 
the  pages  of  the  transactions,  and  that  the  Publishing  Committee 
be  paid  S300  out  of  the  Association  Treasury  for  time  and  labor  in 
the  compilation.  Carried. 

The  report  of  the  chairman  of  Section  on  Obstetrics,  Dr.  J.  W. 
McLaughlin,  was,  by  request,  read  by  title  and  referred. 

The  report  of  the  chairman  of  Section  on  Electro  Therapeutics, 
Dr.  F.  T.  Paine,  was  read — "  Three  Years  Work  with  Electricity  in 
the  Treatment  of  Disease."  Referred. 

A  handsome  volume  of  Dr.  Jos.  Jones'  Memoirs  was  presented 
by  the  author,  through  Dr.  Q.  C.  Smith.  Accepted  with  thanks, 
and  Secretary  instructed  to  acknowledge  receipt. 

Report  of  chairman  on  Section  on  Dermatology,  Dr.  H.  L.  Tay- 
lor, was  called  for.  Dr.  Taylor  made  a  verbal  report,  and  prom- 
ised to  reduce  it  to  writing  in  time  for  the  Transactions. 

Dr.  Dudley  moved  to  change  the  sections  so  as  to  throw  venereal 
diseases  under  the  head  of  Dermatology;  and  Med.  Botany  under 
head  of  Chemistry.    Laid  on  table. 

Adjourned  till  3  p.  m. 

THURSDAY',  APRIL  28 — AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

Meeting  called  to  order.    President  Nott  in  the  chair. 

The  President  handed  the  Secretary  the  following  charges  by  Dr. 
J.  J.  Dial  against  Dr.  J.  R.  Briggs — which,  by  order,  was  read  and  re- 
ferred to  Judicial  Council. 

To  The  Judicial  Council: 

Gentlemen. — I  herein  present  charges  against  Dr.  J.  R.  Briggs, 
for  his  action  in  preferring  charges  against  Dr.  F.  E.  Daniel,  and 
ask  that  he  be  either  expelled  or  exhonorated  from  your  body  at 
once.  I  do  this  both  in  justice  to  the  Association  and  Dr.  Briggs 
and  his  friends.  Respectfully, 

J.  J.  Dial. 

Dr.  Daniel  declined  to  appear  or  give  evidence  against  him,  and 
the  Judicial  Council  reported  as  follows: 

The  Judicial  Council  of  the  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association 
having  investigated  the  charges  against  Dr.  J.  R.  Briggs,  respect- 
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fully  submit:  That  we  do  not  deem  it  a  crime  for  one  member  to 
prefer  charges  against  another  in  this  Association;  and,  as  we  can 
find  no  other  specification  in  the  charge,  hereby  recommend  his 
exhonoration.  M.  H.  Oliver,  President, 

J.  W.  Garxett,  Secr'y. 

On  the  charges  vs.  M.  K.  Lott,  the  Judicial  Council  reported  as 
follows: 

Charges  and  specifications,  after  being  investigated,  were  sus- 
tained, and  the  Council  recommend  such  action  as  the  Association 
may  deem  proper.  M.  H.  Oliver,  President, 

J.  W.  Garnett,  Sec'y. 

Dr.  Lott  denounced  the  charges  as  faLe,  and  said  he  had  taken 
every  legitimate  means  of  settling  the  difficulty  between  Dr.  Ghent 
and  himself,  and  the  profession  at  Belton  would  not  settle  it,  and 
that  he  had  appealed  to  the  only  recourse  left  him. 

A  motion  to  expell  Dr.  Lott,  by  Dr.  C.  F.  Paine,  was  lost,  82 
yeas  and  42  nays  (tally  kept  by  the  Journal  clerk  of  the  Legisla- 
ture). A  motion  to  repremand  was  lost,  and  a  motion  to  suspend 
for  one  year  prevailed  unanimously. 

Section  on  Obstetrics  was  called.  Dr.  McLaughlin  being  ex- 
cused, Dr.  Fred  Terrell,  Secretary,  occupied  the  chair. 

Dr.  J.  D.  Osborn  read  a  paper  on  "  Puerperal  Eclampsia  treated 
Hypodermatically." 

The  paper  was  discussed  at  considerable  length  and  elicited  much 
interest,  and  developed  several  modes  of  treatment  as  practiced  by 
members.  Dr.  O.  L.  Williams  had  not  seen  a  case  which  did  not 
yield  to  timely  and  sufficient  blood-letting,  while  others  condemn 
that  method  and  pinned  their  faith  to  veratrum.  Dr.  Sears  had 
faith  in  saturated  solution  of  Epsom  salts  in  hot  water,  after  quiet- 
ing patient  with  chloroform.  Dr.  Tally  believed  in  building  up 
the  patient  in  anticipation,  by  tonics  and  nutritous  diet,  and 
argued  that  the  convulsion  was  a  result  of  a  dyscrasia,  or  debility. 
D.  Enochs  said  all  his  patients  die  in  spite  of  treatment.  Dr.  Os- 
born said  he  could  diagnose  Eclampsia  by  the  presence  of  al- 
buminuria. Dr.  Bowers  gives  5  to  10  gtt:  doses  of  verat  viride  ter 
die.    Dr.  Osborne's  paper  referred  with  instructions. 

Dr.  H.  A.  West  read  a  valuable  paper  on  "  Observations  on  two 
cases  Placenta  Prsevia."  Referred  after  discussion  with  special 
i  nstructions. 
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Dr.  Bowers  read  a  paper,"Complicated  Cases  of  Labor."  Referred. 
A  number  of  other  papers  under  this  section  were  read  by  title 
and  referred. 

Section  on  Gynaecology  called.  Dr.  F.  H.  Tucker,  Chairman, 
presiding. 

Dr.  O.  Eastland  read  for  Dr.  B.  E.  Hadra,  a  paper  on  "Trach- 
eolorrhaphy,  and  some  Suggestions  for  its  Modification."  Dis- 
cussed and  referred. 

A  paper  by  Dr.  Pennington  on  "Removal  of  Uterine  Polypi"  was 
read  and  referred. 

Section  on  Surgery  recalled  by  permission.  Dr.  J.  C.  Jones  read 
a  paper  giving  an  account  of  a  Laparotomy  for  Intestinal  Ob- 
struction, etc.;  referred  with  instructions. 

Papers  were  read  by  Drs.  J.  P.  Oliver,  E.  L.  Ward  and  L.  B. 
Creath,  and  referred.  Dr.  Tucker  read  a  paper  on  Adherent  Pre- 
puce and  exhibited  a  specimen  of  monstrosity. 

Dr.  T.  D.  Wooten  delivered  an  address  before  the  Association 
Thursday  night  in  the  University.  Dr.  J.  F.  Y.  Paine  moved 
a  vote  of  thanks,  and  that  the  address  be  published  in  the  Trans- 
actions.   Carried.  t 

Dr.  R.  P.  Tally  preferred  charges  against  Dr.  H.  C.  Ghent,  for 
conduct  unbecoming  a  gentleman  and  a  member,  and  specified 
certain  letters  which  the  mover  characterized  as  "infamous  and 
libelous,"  and  that  they  were  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  presi- 
dency. Referred  to  a  special  Judicial  Council,  composed  of  Drs. 
R.  G.  Williams,  P.  J.  Bowers,  J.  C.  J.  King,  F.  M.  Pitts,  J.  F.  Y. 
Paine,  A.  M.  Douglass,  T.  J.  Tyner,  H.  K.  Leake,  J.  W.  McLaugh- 
lin, O.  I.  Halbert,  J.  L.  Carter,  W.  A.  Duringer, — the  original  Coun- 
cil having  adjourned  and  same  gone  home. 

After  examination  the  Judicial  Council  reported  as  follows:  "We 
find  the  charges  and  specifications  against  H.  C.  Ghent,  M.  D., 
flimsy  and  puerile  and  entirely  unsustainsd  by  the  evidence  pro- 
duced, and  absolutely  unworthy  of  consideration.  We  exhonorate 
Dr.  Ghent  of  even  a  suspicion  of  guilt." 

J.  W.  McLaughlin,  Pres. 
T.  J.  Tyner,  Sec. 

On  motion  the  committee  on  prize  essays  was  discharged. 
Adjourned. 

Thursday  night  at  8  o'clock,  Dr.  Nott,  the  retiring  president,  de- 


AD  VER  TI SEMEN  TS. 


PLEASE  TAKE  SPECIAL  NOTiCE- — Thoroughly  cleanse  the 
parts  with  warm  water  before  using  the  extract,  especially  for 
nasal  catarrh  or  vaginal  or  uterine  leuc^rrhcea.  It  is  the  rem- 
edy for  those  diseases. 


"Geddes'  Fluid  Extract  of  Hemlock  Bark"  contains  noth- 
ing but  what  is  extracted  by  our  process  from  the  bark  ot  the 
common  hemlock  tree.  It  is  reduced  by  evaporation  to  the  con- 
sistency of  thick  syrup;  is  soluble  in  water,  contains  no  alcohol, 
will  not  ferment,  and  will  keep  for  years  in  any  climate. 


For  Tonsillitis  and  all  Follicular  Inflammatory  conditions, 
use  as  a  gargle.  The  physician  will  decide  lor  himself  as  to 
strength  and  frequency. 


Indiana  State  Board  of  Health.  ") 
Office  of  the  President,  230  Third  street.  \ 
Evansville,  U.S.  A.,  April  7th,  1882.  ) 
Gentlemen: — I  am  using  your  Fluid  Extract  of  Hemlock 
(Abies  Canadensis) — Geddes — in  my  practice,  with  satisfactory 
and  successful  results,  in  the  treatment  of  relaxed,  inflamed,  or 
abraded  conditions  of  the  mucous  membranes,  obtaining  deci- 
dedly good  results  in  the  treatment  of  leucorrhcea,  and  in  in- 
flammation of  the  mouth,  throat,  or  nasal  membranes.    It  is  a 
desirable  and  valuable  preparation  wherever  a  reliable  vege- 
table astringent  is  indicated.    Very  truly  yours, 

J.  W.  Compton,  A.M.,  M.D..  President. 


For  Inflammation  of  the  Womb,  Vaginal  and  Uterine  Leu- 
cerrhcea,  and  other  conditions  of  a  similar  nature.  First, 
cleanse  the  parts  thoroughly  with  vaginal  enema  of  warm  water 
and  white  castile  soap;  this  beirg  done,  use  as  a  vaginal  enema 
two  tablespoonfuls  of  Extract  to  one  quart  of  lukewarm  water, 
morning  and  night.  In  severe  cases  use  three  times  daily,  and 
•oftener,  if  necessary. 
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^EW  YORK  POST-G-RAI3TJATE 

MEDICAL  SCHOOL  AND  HOSPITAL 

Incorporated  by  Sp&-ial  Act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York. 
EXCLITSIVELT    FOE  a-EADTJ^TES  l^^UDXaXHTJS: 

SIXTH  YEAR  —  SESSIONS  OF  1887-8. 

 FACULTY  

This  school  will  enter  upon  its  fifth  year  on  September  15th.  It  was  founded  by 
members  of  the  Post-Graduare  Faculty  of  the  University  of  the  City  of  New  York, 
and  was  the  first  institution  in  the  United  States  to  present  a  systematic  system  of 
clinical  instruction  for  graduates  in  medicine. 

The  teaching  is  practical  and  thorough.  The  school  is  not  a  mere  c'inic.  although 
all  the  lectures  are  clinical,  but  it  is  a  place  of  instruction  in  which  the  practitionei*, 
by  actually  handling  the  cases  under  the  guidance  of  the  professors  and  instructors, 
may  learn  the  use  of  instruments  for  examination  and  treatment,  and  observe  the 
effects  of  remedies^  ~  Each  hospital  to  which  the  teachers  are  attached  forms  apart 
of  the  field  of  instruction.  The  general  schedule  is  so  arranged  that  there  is  no  con- 
flict in  the  hours  of  attendance  of  the  professors.  The  clinics  begin  at  9  a.  m..  an* 
continue  until  6  p.  m   each  day.   Clinics  are  also  given  on  - 

i :  very'      evening   and  the  Clinical  Society  of  the  School  meefs  twice  a 
montn  on  Saturday  evenings    A  Dispensary  and  an  Hospital  form  a  part  of  this 
school,  with  one  ward  exclusively  for  infants,  which  has  been  lately  endowed  by  be 
nevolent  ladies  of  New  York  city    Practitioners  may  enter  the  school  at  anytime. 
Wm.  A.  Hammon,  M.  D  —Professor  of  Diseases  of  the  Mind  and  Nervous  System  and 

of  Medical  Electricity;  Surgeon-General  of  theU.  S.  Army  (retired  list.) 
D.B.St.  John  Roosa,  M.  D.,  LL.  D.— Professor  of  Diseases  of  the  Eye  and  Ear;  Sur- 
geon to  the  Manhattan  Eye  and  Ear  Hospital ;  President  of  the  Faculty. 
Fredrick  R.  Sturgis.  M.  D.— Professor  of  Diseases  of  the  Genito-Urinary  Organs,  and' 
of  Venereal  Diseases;  Surgeon  to  the  Charity  Hospital^ 

Tho8.  E.  Satterthwaite,  M~D.— Professor  of  Pathology  and  General  Medicine;  Pathol- 
ogist to  the  Presbyterian  Hospital. 

Charles  L>  Dana,  M.  D.— Professor  of  Diseases  of  the  Mind  and  Nervous  System,  and 
of  Medical  Electricity;  Professor  of  Physiology,  Woman's  Med.  College;  Physician 
to  Bellevue  Hospital. 

M.  Josiah  Roberts  M.  D.— Professor  of  Orthopaedic  Surgery  and  Mechanical  Thera- 
peutics; Visiting  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  to  the  Randall's  Island  Hospitals. 

Alexander  J.  C.  Skene,  M.  D.— Prof,  of  Diseases  of  Women;  Prof,  of  Diseases  of  Wo- 
men, L.  I.  Hospital  Med.  School;  Attending  Surgeon  of  the  L.  I.  College  Hospital. 

Andrew  H.  Smith,  M.  D.— Prof,  of  Clinical  Medicine  and  Therapeutics;  Attending 
Physician  to  the  Presbyterian  Hosp. ;  Consulting  Physician  to  the  Orthopaedic  Hosp. 

Wm.  Oliver  Moore,  M.  D.— Prof .  of  Diseases  of  the  Eye  and  Ear;  Prof,  of  Diseases  of 
the  Eye  and  Ear,  University  of  Vermont,  and  Woman's  Med.  College,  New  York 

William  F.  Flughrer,  M.  D.— Professor  of  Clinical  Surgery ;  Surgeon  to  Bellevue  and 
Mount  Sinai  Hospitals. 

Bache  vtcE.  Emmet- ,  M.  D.— Professor  of  Diseases  of  Women;  Asst.  Surgeon  to  the 
New  York  State  Women's  Hospital. 

Edward  Kershner,  M.  D.,  U.S.N .— Prof .  of  Naval,  Military  and  State  Hygiene, 

Ambrose  L.  Ranney,  M.  D.— Prof,  of  the  Anatomy  and  Physiology  of  t  ie  Nervous 
System;  Prof,  of  General  and  Special  Anatomy.  University  of  Vermont. 

William  Henry  Porter,  M.  0—  Professor  of  Clinical  Medicine  and  Pathologv,  Curator 
of  the  Presbyterian  Hospital. 

George  Henry  Fox,  M  D.— Professor  of  Diseases  of  the  Skin;  Professor  of  Derma- 
tology, College  of  Physicians  and  Sm-geons,  New  York. 

Step'.ien  Smith  Burt,  M  .  D  —Prof,  of  Physical  Diagnosis;  Physician  to  the  Out-Door 
Department.  Bellevue  Hospital . 

Seneca  D  Powell,  M.  D.— Prof,  of  Minor  Surgery. 

C.A.Von  Ramdohr,  M.D.— Prof,  of  Obstetrics;  Physician  to  the  German  Poliklinik. 
Horace  T.  Hanks.  M  D. — Professor  of  Diseases  of  v\  omen;  Asst.  Surgeon  to  the  New 

York  ^tate  women's  Hospital. 
Lewis  S.  Pilcher,  M.  D.-~ Professor  of  Clinical  Surgery- 

H.  J.  Garrigues.— Prof,  of  Obstetrics;  Surg,  to  the  Maternity  and  German  Hospitals. 
Herber  G.  Lyttle, M.D.— Asso.  Pr.jfessor  of  Genito-Urinary  Diseases,  and  of  Venereal 

diseases  ) 
Graeme  M.  Hammond,  M.D.-Ass...  Prof,  of  Diseases  of  the  Mind  and  Nervous  System. 
J.  R.  Nilson.  m.D.  -  Asso.  Prof,  of  Diseases  of  Women. 
< :.  B.  Hone.  M.  D.— Asso.  Prof,  of  Diseases  of  the  Nose  and  Throat. 
Clarence  C.  Rice,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Diseases  of  the  Nose  and  Throat.  . 

SUiTEL  LL0Y1),  Asst.  See'y.  FREDERIC  R.  STURGIS,  Sec.  of  the  Faculty, 
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livered  his  address  to  a  large  and  select  audience  of  ladies  and 
gentlemen,  together  with  a  fair  attendance  of  members.  We  re- 
gret, that  we  cannot  publish  the  address  in  this  issue.  Dr. 
Wooten's  address  followed. 

FRIDAY,  APRIL  29.     MORNING  SESSION. 

Meeting  called  to  order.  President  Nott  in  the  chair.  Secre- 
tary absent  temporarily:  Dr.  Osborn  acted  for  him.  On  motion, 
reading  minutes  was  dispensed  with. 

Dr.  Osborn,  of  Committee  on  President's  recommendations  re- 
ported, advising  the  adoption  of  the  suggestions  submitted. 

Dr.  Talley  read  his  report  as  chairman  of  Committee  on  Consti- 
tution and  By-Laws  appointed  at  Dallas  (Report  not  in  Secretary's 
hands).  Dr.  Osborn  moved  that  the  committee  be  continued,  and 
that  the  report  be  published  in  the  next  volume  of  Transactions, 
and  made  the  special  order  for  first  day  of  next  meeting.  Adopted. 

The  nominating  committee  reported  the  following 

OFFICERS  FOR  THE  ENSUTNG  YEAR: 

President,  Sam.  R.  Burroughs,  of  Leon  county. 
First  Vice-President,  R.  T.  Knox,  of  Gonzales. 
Second  Vice-President,  A.  M.  Douglass,  of  Hill  county. 
Third  Vice-President,  A.  A.  Terhune,  of  Jefferson. 
Secretary,  F.  E.  Daniel,  of  Austin.  (5  years). 
Treasurer,  J.  Larendon,  of  Houston,  (5  years). 
Judicial  Council:    P.  C.  Coleman,  R.. Rutherford,  M.  Knox,  R. 
C.  Nettles.  (New  members). 

Section  on  Practice,  C.  M.  Ramsdell,  Chairman. 
Section  on  Obstetrics,  J.  J,  Dial,  Chairman. 
Section  on  Surgery  and  Anatomy,  A.  W.  Fly,  Chairman. 
Section  on  Med.  Jurisprudence,  etc.,  H.  A.  West,  Chairman. 
Section  on  State  Medicine,  R.  M.  Swearingen,  Chairman. 
Section  on  Gynaecology,  G.  W.  Christian,  Chairman. 
Section  on  Ophthalmology,  B.  A.  Pope,  Chairman. 
Section  on  Dermatology,  H.  W,  Dudley,,  Chairman. 
Section  on  Electro  Therapeutics,  R.  W.  Knox,  Chairman. 
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COMMITTEE  ON  PUBLICATION. 

F.  E.  Daniel.  Chairman:  R.  M.  Swearingen,  J.  W.  McLaughlin. 

Committee  Collection  Surgical  Cases:  Geo.  Cupples,  Chairman. 
E.  J.  Beall,  J.  M.  Pace.  B.  F.  Eades,  D.  F.  Stuart,  A.  G.  Clopton. 

Delegates  to  Associations — omitted  till  next  issue. 

Committee  of  Arrangements:  J.  F.  Y.  Paine,  chm.,  to  select  com- 
mittee.   Place  of  meeting,  Galveston,  4th  Tuesday  in  April,  '88. 

Committee  on  Prize  Essays — omitted  till  next  issue. 

Committee  on  Revision  Constitution  and  By-Laws — omitted  till 
next  issue. 

By  resolution  of  J.  R.  Johnson,  the  Publishing  Committee  is 
authorized  to  reject  any  papers  that  in  their  judgment  should  not 
be  published  in  the  Transactions,  independent  of  previous  instruc- 
tions. Adjourned. 

During  the  Session  52  new  members  were  admitted,  and  several 
new  county  associations  — names  of  all  of  whom  and  which  will  be 
given  in  next  issue. 

Dr.  Florence  E.  Collins,  of  Austin,  Secretary  of  Travis  County 
Medical  Association,  was  elected  a  member  by  a  rising  vote* 

The  Opera  of  Balshazzar,  given  by  the  Austin  Musical  Union, 
(amateurs)  under  contract  with  the  committee  of  arrangements  for 
the  especial  entertainment  of  the  delegates,  was  largely  attended 
and  much  enjoyed.  The  several  receptions,  and  the  entertain- 
ments at  the  University  and  other  places  were  also  much  enjoyed; 
and  delegates  returned  home  much  pleased  with  the  nineteenth  an- 
nual convention  of  the  T.  S.  M.  A.,  and  their  trip  to  the  Capital. 


The  Reason  Why. — It  was  our  intention  to  issue  a  daily  edition 
of  the  Journal  during  the  session  of  the  Association,  but  seeing, 
the  first  day  that  only  93  answered  to  roll  call,  we  gave  it  out;  and 
it  is  fortunate  that  we  did,  for  not  one  moment  of  time  did  we  have 
to  give  to  such  an  enterprise.  Having  no  assistant  it  was  a  matter 
of  physical  as  well  as  moral  impossibility,  unless  we  could  have 
been  ubiquitous,  and  endowed  with  as  many  hands  as  Briarius  is 
said  to  hav?  had  arms.   

The  usefulness  of  good  Hypophosphites  in  Pulmonary  and  Stru- 
mous affections  is  generally  agreed  upon  by  the  Profession. 

We  commend  to  the  notice  of  our  readers  the  advertisement  on 

page  of  this  number.    --Robinson's  Hypophosphites"  is  an 

elegant  and  uniformly  active  preparation;  the  presence  in  it  of  Quin- 
ine, Strychnine,  Iron,  etc.,  adding  highly  to  its  tonic  value. 


AD  VER  TISEMEXT5. 


AN  EFFECTIVE  ANTACID  AND  APERIENT. 

MILK  OF  MAGNESIA. 

AHudroted  Fluid  Magnesia  (3Ig  H2  02.) 
In  the  Acid  Diarrhoea  of  children,  cholera  infantum,  vomiting  in  pregnancy,  fool 
souring  on  the  stomach,  or  whenever  an  antacid  or  aperient  is  required,  it  will  be 
found  a  superior  agent.  *  It  may  be  rendered  gent.y  laxative  by  addition  of  a  little 
lemon  juice. )  No  concretions  as  from  the  calcined  or  distention  from  the  carbonated 
forms.  Desirable  combinations  may  be  effected  with  Inter.  Opium,  Catechu.  Rhu- 
barb, etc.,  at  physician's  discretion.  

Attention  i«*  Also  4«ked to 

Phillips'  thza:  ?:::s?::a:zs  a::: 

<A  solution  of  th^  Acid  Phosphates  of  Potash.  Magnesia,  Lime  and  Iron.) 
As  meeting  the  requirements  in  diseases  resulting  from  Faulty  Xutrition,  It  is  giv- 
ing most  satisfactory  results  in  ConvaJe«cenc6  from  Fever*  and  other  acute  diseases, 
also  in  Impotency,  Spermatorrhoea,  XetT<m.*ne**,  Sltep'wnt**.  and  the  Debility  of  Old 
Age.  A  desirable  menstruum  in  which  to  give  Cali*aya.Q.uin>i:r.S!rychni'ir  Xux  Vomica 
and  the  other  bitter  tonics,  and  an  excellent  agent  with  which  to  acidify  the  drink- 
ing-water of  fever  or  cholera  ptaie?u». 

Also  put  up  in  Syrup  iPhillips*  Syrup  Wheat  Phosphates.) 

Phillips'  Phospho-Muriate  of  Quinine,  Compound.) 

A  Reliable  General  Tonic  and  Antiperiodic. 
An  elegant  combination  of  our  SYR.  WHEAT  PHOSPHATES  with  quinine. 
Iron,  and  Strychnia.  fThe  muriate  of  Quinine  is  employed  because  of  its  marked 
advantages  over  the  Sulphate  or  Bi-Sulph.  in  its  acceptability  to  the  stomach,  its 
greater  strength,  and  its  much  greater  solubility.*  A  combination  which  will  sug- 
gest its  indicotion  in  a  large  class  of  pathological  conditions.  It  is  particularly  re- 
commended in  cases  requiring  a  Genei  al  Tonic— in  Fevers  and  Xervous  Dis- 
orders—in diseases  due  to  Malarial  Poisoninjgor  to  a  constitutional  or  acquired 
defect  in  Nutrition— and  in  organic  or  functional  diseases  of  the  Throat  and 
Lungs. 

Our  Preparations  are  to  be  had  of  druggists  generally.  Descriptive  matter  cheer- 
fully supplied  upon  application. 

PhilliP~  aision.  [   ^he  Chas.  H.  ?':.':'.'.':-zi  Cr.er.i:3.'.  C:-. 

Phillips'  Digestible  Cocoa.  \  jp PUrtt SbreetT^fem  Y  . 


PROF.  LEBERT 


— ON — 

^Testles'   2v£illc  Peed 


"For  myself,  there  exists  no  doubt  that  this  composition  is  a 
thoroughly  valuable  one,  undoubtedly  based  upon  the  science 
of  biology,  and  of  extraordinary  value  for  the  earliest  period  of 
infancy.  Accordingly  we  find  to-day  among  those  who  recom- 
mend this  food,  the  names  of  hospitals,  and  of  physicians  of 
the  highest  repute." 

THOS.  LEEMDJG  &  CO.,  New  York. 
Sole  Agents  for  America. 


N.  B. — When  a  superior  condensed  milk  is  desired.  Xestle?s 
-'Nest  Brand,"  prepared  only  at  Vevey,  Switzerland,  "i-5  the 
richest  in  cream.11    Sold  by  all  druggists. 


AD  VER  TISEMENTS. 
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COMBINATIONS  FOR 
HORSFORD'S  ACID  PHOSPHATE 


As  the  "Acid  Phosphate"  of  Prof.  Horsford  is  more  extensively  used,  one  of  its 
characteristic  qualities,  that  of  an  adjuvant,  becomes  better  known  and  appreciated. 
The  experience  of  physicians  of  the  various  schools,  shows  that  it  combines  readily 
and  very  effectively  with  a  great  variety  of  other  remedial  agents.  It  is  a  superior 
substitute  for  the  officinal  Phos.  Acid.  Dil.,  as  it  acts  more  effectively,  and  does  not 
produce  the  irritation  sometimes  noticed  upon  the  exhibition  of  that  remedy. 

Below  we  give  a  series  of  prescriptions  in  combination  with  Hosford's  Acid  Phos- 
phate, and  believe  them  worthy  the  careful  considei-ation  of  medical  practitioners. 
These  prescriptions  are  the  result  of  careful  study,  and  they  serve  to  show  the  wide 
usefulness  of  Prof.  Horsford's  excellent  preparation. 

*These  combinations  are  largely  used  by  tlie  profession. 


*ACID  PHOSPHATE  WITH  STRYCHNIA. 

r 

Horsford's  Acid  Phosphate  f^viij 
Strychninae  Sulph.  gr.j 
M. 

Sig:  Half  to  one  teaspoonful  in  a 
glass  of  Water. 

ACID  PHOSPHATE  WITH  QUININE. 

R 

Horsford's  Acid  Phospate  f*  ss 
Quininae  Sulph.  gr.xvj 
Syrupi  Simplicis  ij 
Aquae  i%  vss 

M. 

Sig:    A  tablespoonful  in  a  win. 
glass  of  water. 

ACID  PHOSPHATE    WITH  EMULSION 
OF  COD  LIVER  OIL. 

R 

Emulsion  Olei  Morrhuae  50 

pr.  ct.  f~5  vi;. 

Horsford's  Acid  Phosphate  15 
M. 

Sig:  A  tablespoonful. 

We  do  not  prepare  the  Acid  Phosphate  in  any  of  the  above  combinations. 

Physicians  who  have  not  used  Horsford's  Acid  Phosphate,  and  who  wish 
to  test  it,  will  be  furnished  a  sample  on  application,  without  expense,  ex- 
cept express  charges. 

^UMFOF^p    j^HEMICAL  ^Of\KS, 
PROVIDENCE.       -  RHODE  ISLAND. 


*ACID  PHOSPHATE  WITH   WINE  OF 
PEPSIN. 

R 

Vini  Pepsinae  fl  vj 

Horsford's  Acid  Phosphate    f£  ij 
M. 

Sig:  A  dessertspoonful  in  water. 

ACID  PHOSPHATE  WITH  ELIXIR  OF 
IRON  AJ^D  QUININE. 

R 

Eliv  Ferri  et  Quininae. 
Horsford's  Acid  Phosph.   -  Q  iij 


M. 

Sig:  A  teaspoonful  in  water. 

:ACID  PHOSPHATE  WITH  TINCTURE 
NUX    VOMICA  AND  COMPOUND 
TINTURE  OF  GENTIAN. 

a 

Horsford's  Acid  Phosphate  f3  vj 
Tinct.  Nucis  Vom.  f3  j 

Tinct.  Gentinae  Comp.  15  ij 

Syrupi  Simplicis  f^  iij 

M. 

Sig:  A  tablespoonful  in  water. 


Editorial  Department, 

F.  E.  DANIEL,  M.  D„  Editor  and  Publisher. 

  CCLLABOSATCBS  -   


E-  J.  Doerinu,  M.D.,  Chicago. 
Geo.  Cupples,  M.  D.,  San  Antonio. 
Oao  Betz,  M.  D.,  Germany. 
E.  J.  Beali,  M.  D.,  Foit  Worth,  Texa*. 
T.  C.  Gtbom,  M.  D.,  Cleburne,  Texas. 
Wm.  Penny,  M.  D.,  New  York. 


H.  O.  Marcy,  M.  D.,  Boston. 

C.  K.  Gregg,  M  .D.,  Mexico. 

R.  M.  Swearingen.  M.  D.,  Austin. 

C.  H.  Wilkinson,  M.  D.,  Galveston. 

J.  W.  McLaughlin,  M.  D.,  Austin. 

R.  H.  L.  Bibb,  M.  D.,  Mexico. 


THE  PRESIDENT  ELECT  T.  S.  M.  A. 


DR.  SAM  R.  BURROUGHS  OF  LEOX  COUNTY. 


Dr."Samuel  Raymond  Burroughs  of  Leon  County,  Texas,  upon 
whom  the  State  Medical  Association  has  just  conferred  the  highest 
honor  within  its  gift,  the  Presidency  of  the  Association,  was  born 
in  Tuscaloosa  County,  Alabama,  October  3,  1842,  and  is  therefore 
now  in  his  forty-fifth  year.  He  is  of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  and  is 
a  son  of  Benjamin  F.  and  Louisa  Fair  Burroughs  of  Alabama. 

Dr.  Burroughs  received  a  thorough  English  education  at  Pale- 
stine (Texas)  High  School,  and  at  Alt.  Prairie  Institute,  Anderson 
County,  Texas,  and  in  1858,  begun  the  study  of  medicine  at  Pale- 
stine, under  the  instruction  of  Dr.  T.  N.  Rhoads  and  Dr.  W.  S.  A. 
Kirksey.  He  attended  two  courses  of  lectures,  1866-7,  at  Galves- 
ton, in  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Texas  State  University,  and 
graduated  from  that  Institution  in  1869,  and  afterwards,  in  1873, 
from  the  Galveston  Medical  College  and  Hospital.  Shortly  after- 
wards he  was  elected  by  the  Concours  Board  of  Examiners  to  the 
Chair  of  Chemistry  and  Toxicology  in  the  latter  school,  which 
position  he  held  two  years,  and  resigned  in  '78  on  account  of  bad 
health.  He  was  also  made  Dean  of  the  Faculty,  and  was  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

Dr.  Burroughs,  after  receiving  his  first  diploma,  settled  in  Leon 
County  and  engaged  in  practice,  (1867  to  1876,  except  the  interval 
of  his  connection  with  the  college);  thence  removed  to  Houston, 
where  he  practiced  two  years;  but  on  account  of  ill  health  he  re- 
turned to  Leon  County,  where  he  resides  at  the  present  time  (Ray- 
mond P.  O).  He  was  the  President  of  Leon  County  Medical  So- 
ciety two  consecutive  years,  and  was  very  active  in  promoting  or- 
ganization in  other  counties.  He  was  also,  under  the  law  of  1873, 
a  member  of  the  Leon  County  Board  of  Medical  Examiners,  and 
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has  since  1876,  been  an  active  and  zealous  member  of  the  Texas 
State  Medical  Association.  As  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Collective  Investigation  of  Disease,  a  position  he  has  held  two 
consecutive  terms  Dr.  Burroughs  devoted  much  time  and  study 
to  the  subject  and  managed  to  awaken  an  interest  in  it  on  the  part 
of  the  profession  not  felt  before;  and  his  reports  in  the  Transactions 
of  the  State  Association,  reflect  credit  upon  him  and  upon  the 
profession. 

During  the  war  Dr.  Burroughs  served  as  private  in  Company  G., 
1st  Texas  Volunteers,  Hood's  Brigade;  and  at  the  battle  of  Chica- 
mauga  was  taken  prisoner.  He  was  sent  to  Camp  Douglass  prison 
in  Illinois,  where  he  was  confined  till  the  close  of  the  war,  serving; 
his  fellow  captives  efficiently  as  Prison  Hospital  Druggist. 

Surgery  and  gynaecology  have  claimed  most  of  the  Doctor's  at- 
tention, though  he  has  done  a  general  practice.  Of  his  many  valu- 
able contributions  to  medical  literature,  may  be  mentioned  : 
"Spurious  Melanosis,"  (Galveston  Medical  Record,  '68);  Hema- 
turia Miasmatica,"  (Texas  Medical  Journal,  1874);  "The  Hymen; 
its  Anatomy,  Malformations  and  Malpositions,"  (Trans  Texas  State 
Medical  Association,  1876);  "Report  on  Medical  Resources  of 
Texas,"  (as  Chairman  of  Committee,  Trans  Texas  State  Medical 
Association,  1877);  "What  are  the  Post-Mortem  Evidences  of  Vir- 
ginity as  Determined  by  Examination  of  the  Uterus  and  its  Appen- 
dages, excluding  the  External  Organs  of  Generation"?  (Trans  T. 
S.  M.  A.,  1879,  and  Tex.  Med.  and  Surg.  Record,  1879);  "Report 
on  Chemistry,"  as  Chairman  of  Section  (Trans  T.  S.  M.  A.,  1883); 
"Report  on  Collective  Investigation  of  Disease."  as  Chairman  of 
Committee  (Trans  T.  S.  M.  A.,  1885-6-7.) 

A  valuable  and  useful  instrument — "a  double  current  tube,  with 
outer  attachment  and  stop  cocks,  for  washing  out  cavities  in  Em- 
pysemia,"  is  the  invention  of  this  gentleman,  who  has  used  it;  but 
it  seems  never  to  have  been  extensively  made  known  to,  or  used 
by  the  profession,  owing  doubtless  to  the  Doctor's  well  known  and 
characteristic  modesty. 

Dr.  Burrough3  is  one  of  the  working  men  of  the  association,  and 
rarely  fails  to  attend  its  meetings.  His  interest  amounts  almost  to 
an  enthusiasm,  and  his  popularity  is  universal.  In  this  instance 
evidently,  the  office  sought  the  man,  and  the  election  was  a  spon- 
taneous tribute  to  his  merit,  which  all  recognize.  He  is  of  the 
intellectual  type,  and  modesty  is  one  of  his  chief  characteristics. 
Calm,  dignified  and  self-possessed,  and  with  a  good  knowledge  of 
parliamentary  law,  supported,  as  he  is,  by  a  consciousness  of  the 
sympathy  and  respect  of  the  entire  body,  Dr.  Burroughs  will  doubt- 
less make  a  most  excellent  president  and  will  shed  additional  hon- 
or on  the  association.  We  produce  herewith  a  fair  portrait,  from 
which  it  may  be  seen  that  intelligence  and  firmness  are  blended 
with  his  many  other  virtues.    Dr.  Burroughs  is  a  happy  husband 
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and  father,  and  lives  in  a  quiet,  cosy  home  in  Leon  county,  in  the 
heart  of  a  rich  agricultural  country.  His  wife  was  Rebecca  A. 
Henry  of  Pickens  County,  Alabama;  they  were  married  in  '67^ 
and  have  four  children — three  girls  and  one  son;  the  eldest  now 
18  years  of  age. 

We  present  our  distinguished  President  as  a  splendid  type  of  the 
Texas  country  physician — a  class  to  whom  the  world  owes  much — 
from  whom  originate,  it  is  admitted,  most  of  the  useful  discoveries 
and  inventions  in  medicine — and  we  are  proud  of  him  ! 


GRATEFUL  ACKNOWLEDGMENT. 


"  Our  real  existence  hath  truly  its  springs 
Less  in  that  which  we  do,  than  in  that  which  we  feel." 

It  was  Shakespeare  who  said,  "Friendship's  but  a  name." 

Poor  Shakespeare!  With  his  heaven-born  genius — his  heaven- 
sent immortality,  he  was  to  be  pitied!  He  never  felt  within  his 
own  bosom,  the  thrill  of  that  purest  and  most  ennobling  of  all 
emotions  vouchsafed  to  the  human  heart,  nor  experienced  in  his 
life,  its  vivifying,  cheering,  delightful  influence,  shed  upon  him  by 
his  kind  ! 

Friendship  is  not  a  name:  it  is  an  entity; — it  is  real, — real  as 
Love, — strong  as  Fate, — enduring  as  Time.  It  ends  only  at  the 
grave,  and  hallowed  memories  then  take  its  place.  It  is  a  compound 
sentiment,  born  of  Respect, — and  comprehends  Faith,  Trust,  Es- 
teem. It  is  a  quality  of  the  heart,  which,  like  the  perfume  of  the 
violet,  sweetest  when  crushed — shines  brighter  in  adversity:  or, 
like  the  glow-worm's  light,  gleams  brightest  in  the  darkness  of  dan- 
ger. It  "  comes  out  strong,"  as  Mark  Tapley  would  say,  when 
least  expected  and — most  needed  ! 

To  feel  and  realize  that  one  has  friends  who  will  dare  death  in 
ones  defense, — or,  suffer  sacrifice; — will  assert  their  friendship 
warm — generous,  enduring; — unselfish,  disinterested; — twin  brother 
of  Love  and  Faith, — at  a  time  of  one's  adversity  or  peril — ennobles 
and  lifts  up  man's  nature.  It  awakens  sentiments  strange,  and  new, 
and  delightful;  it  invests  life  with  new  interests, — new  beauties;  and 
strengthens  the  ties  that  bind  to  earth, — making  Heaven,  e'en  less 
desirable  !  How  delightful,  when  kindred  souls  strike  hands,  as  it 
were, — and  divining  each  other  by  intuition,  read  in  the  heart 
"Sincerity,"  "Trust,"  "Truth;"  and  should  a  cloud  of  mistrust  fall 
athwart  the  bright  horizon,  obscuring  those  characters;  should 
suspicion,  serpent-like,  creep  in,  or  prejudice  usurp  the  place  of 
"Trust," — how  glorious  when  the  sunlight  of  Reason,  and  Expla- 
nation, dispels  the  mists,  and  they  rise  up  and  clear  away — leaving 
all  brighter, — clearer,  holier  than  before;  like  a  mirror  tarnished  by 
a  passing  breath. 
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All  this,  and  more,  we  felt,  when,  in  an  hour  of  sore  trial, — of 
bitter,  cruel,  relentless  persecution,  the  glorious  light  of  friendship 
sprung  from  a  thousand  warm  hearts — some,  before  not  known  or 
suspected, — and  shed  its  cheering  rays  upon  us, — sustaining  and 
bidding  us  hope,  when  all  was  dark  and  drear  !  Words — poor 
words, — fail  to  express  the  emotions  which  fill  the  heart,  or  to 
translate  the  thoughts  that  crowd  the  mind, — when  we  recall  that 
hour  !  We  can  only  say  to  each  and  all — "  God  bless  you  !" — and 
"never,  till  life  and  memory  perish,  can  I  forget  how  dear  thou  art 
to  me."  F.  E.  Daniel. 


THE  RECENT  MEEING  OF  THE  TEXAS  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 


A  four  days  session  of  this  now  famous  medical  body  was  closed 
in  this  city  Friday  evening,  April  29,  ult.  There  were,  in  all,  about 
three  hundred  physicians  in  attendance,  representing  all  parts  of 
this  vast  State.  Doubtless  the  attendance  would  have  been  much 
larger  but  for  the  general  depression  in  consequence  of  the  pro- 
tracted drought. 

Much  good  work  was  done,  and  the  forthcoming  volume  of  Trans- 
actions, we  predict,  will  make  a  creditable  showing.  There  was  a 
large  number  of  papers  contributed  to  the  various  sections,  but 
unfortunately,  for  want  of  time,  many  were  not  read, — nor  even  an- 
nounced. 

At  the  Dallas  meeting  last  year,  the  same  thing  occurred,  and  we 
pointed  out  the  cause  and  suggested  the  remedy.  The  Association 
has  grown  to  such  dimensions, — the  work  increasing  pari  passu, 
that  it  is  simply  impossible  to  work  by  the  schedule  marked  out  for 
it  in  early  days.  We  recommended  doubling  up  the  sections,  with 
a  view  to  economising  time;  that  is,  to  have  two  or  more  sections 
going  at  once,  in  separate  halls — as  is  done  in  the  American  Medi- 
cal Association.  We  warned  against  a  repetition  of  the  effort  to 
work  in  the  old  way — and  the  result  of  this  last  meeting  has  dem- 
onstrated the  correctness  of  our  position.  The  committee  of  ar- 
rangements, however,  differed  with  us,  and  held  that  before  the.  As- 
sociation could  make  any  departure  from  the  custom  of  calling  the 
sections  in  the  order  in  which  they  are  named  in  the  By-Laws  there 
would  have  to  be  made  an  amendment.  The  By-Laws  say  nothing 
about  it,  further  than  that  "papers  shall  be  read  in  the  following 
sections,"  and  there  is  no  reason  on  earth  why^the  committee  ot 
arrangements,  with  these  two  demonstrations  of  the  failure  of  the 
old  plan  before  them,  should  not  provide  for  the  next  meeting  a  plan 
similar  to  that  adopted  by  the  American  Association.  On  the  con- 
trary, there  are  many  reasons  why  they  should — the  chief  has  been 
named — because,  necessarily,  many  papers  cannot  be  reached,  and 
nothing  is  known  of  them  till  they  appear  in  the  Transactions. 
This  is  not  calculated  to  stimulate  members  to  prepare  papers. 
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A  PRACTICAL  TEST  IN  THE  TREATMENT  OF  PULMONARY 
PHTHISIS  BY  GASEOUS  ENEMATA. 


By  C.  A.  Parker,  M.  D.,  Fort  Worth,  Texas. 


For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 

MY  experience,  including  a  period  of  forty  days  with  the  above 
remedy,  has  been  most  gratifying.  I  can  say  to  a  positive 
certainty,  that  this  treatment  has  done  more  in  my  hands  so  far, 
than  any  other  method  yet  employed,  though  my  knowledge  of  its 
curative  powers,  is  yet  in  its  infancy.  I  have  used  this  treatment 
with  six  cases, — four  of  Phthisis  Pulmonalis,  and  one  of  Asthma, 
four  of  which  I  most  respectfully  submit: 

case  1.  Miss  B.  aged  20,  by  occupation  a  seamstress,  rather 
stooped,  weight  130  pounds  in  health,  (A  father,  brother  and  sister 
died  with  Phthisis.)  Applied  to  me  for  treatment,  April  27.  She 
had  been  treated  by  several  physicians  previously,  with  the  usual 
remedies,  given  for  this  most  formidable  disease.  Upon  examina- 
tion, I  found  vesicular  respiration  almost  extinct,  over  entire  right 
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lung;  also  upper  lobe  of  left  involved  to  an  extent  seemingly  be- 
yond a  hope  of  recovery;  rapid  respiration,  increased  hearts  ac- 
tion, disturbed  sleep,  an  abnomal  craving  appetite,  very  profuse 
night  sweats,  with  oedema  of  lower  extremeties.  She  suffered  con- 
tinually from  indigestion  to  such  an  extent,  that  any  amount  of 
food  taken  in  the  stomach  produced  great  pain  and  nausea;  Tem- 
perature ranged  from  102  to  103*^.  Every  afternoon  the  smal- 
lest amount  of  exertion  produced  great  fatigue  and  intense  fits  of 
coughing. 

I  advised  her,  to  take  the  gaseous  treatment,  to  which  she  readi- 
ly consented. 

After  first  administration  she  seemed  to  be  aroused  ;  a  feeling 
ofbouyancy,  or  well  being,  and  she  expressed  herself  as  feeling 
better  than  she  had  for  several  months  past.  She  slept  the  follow- 
ing night,  but  had  profuse  sweats,  which  ceased  after  the  second 
enema. 

I  continued  the  treatment  daily,  and  in  ten  days  she  was  much 
improved  ;  had  gained  from  twenty-eight  to  forty-two  ounces  each 
week.  All  swellings  left  the  extremities  ;  night  sweats  ceased  and 
she  gained  strength  very  rapidly  ;  digestion  became  as  it  was  be- 
fore she  had  the  decline  of  health ;  cough  which  was  indeed  very 
annoying  and  troublesome,  almost  entirely  cured  ;  expectoration 
was  reduced  from  thirty  ounces  each  day,  to  three  or  less,  in  same 
length  of  time.  She  is  now  able  to  dress,  and  take  her  daily  walks 
with  ease  and  very  little  fatigue. 

Case  3. — John  L.,  received  May  10th,  age  29  ;  occupation,  an 
engineer  ;  father  died  of  consumption  at  39  years  of  age.  An  ex- 
amination revealed  a  temperature  of  103^  F.,  respirations  forty  per 
minute  ;  pulse  rapid  ;  night  sweats  profuse  ;  cough  continual,  with 
diarrhoea.  The  right  and  a  portion  of  left  lung  involved  ;  rapid 
emaciation  with  great  weakness.  I  diagnosed  this  as  a  case  of  in- 
cipient phthisis,  very  rapid  in  its  course. 

From  first  injection  he  had  all  these  symptoms  much  improved  ; 
has  gained  forty  ounces  each  week  and  now  does  all  necessary 
work  as  an  office  boy. 

Case  4.  Mr.  M.  A.  A.,  Age  32,  has  had  cough  for  five  years.  A 
native  of  N.  Y.  State,  recv'd  May  24th,  very  much  emaciated, 
cough  incessant;  night  sweats  with  great  weakness.  Temperature 
104  at  evening.    After  each  enema  he  expressed  himself  as  feeling 
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very  much  better,  and  after  four  injections  ceased  to  visit  the  of- 
fice and  returned  to  manual  labor,  thinking  he  was  cured;  but  I 
am  informed,  he  is  now  growing  worse,  since  he  ceased  to  take 
treatment  and  will  return  soon  again  to  resume  treatment.  I  hope 
to  refer  to  him  again. 

Case  6.  Miss  Belle  G.  Age  32,  receiv'd.,  May  25th,  suffering 
from  an  attack  of  asthma,  (chronic)  Two  enemas  cured  her  of  the 
present  attack  and  she  has  not  had  another  symptom  since. 

The  other  three  cases  are  the  same  relatively,  to  the  ones  just 
reported. 

I  will  state,  that  these  cases  have  all  gone  through  the  long  list 
of  usual  remedies,  before  applying  to  me  for  treatment.  All  these 
cases  with  several  new  ones,  will  be  reported  better,  after  an  other 
months  treatment,  the  agent  proving  most  satisfactory  to  myself 
and  patients. 

After  trying  Blue  Lick  water,  I  used  thirty-six  grains  of  Pot. 
Sulphuret,  disolved  in  thirty-two  ounces  of  water;  through  this  a 
stream  of  Carb.  Acid  gas  is  passed  (produced  by  the  action  of  Sul- 
phuric Acid  on  Bicarb  Sod.)  in  to  the  bowels,  on  an  average  about 
three  quarts,  at  each  sitting,  consuming  about  fifty  minutes  of 
time.  My  experience  teaches  me,  that  any  thing  more  diluted  is 
not  efficient  as  the  success  depends  on  the  amount,  and  the  time 
consumed  in  giving.  I  have  had  no  unpleasant  results  in  a  single 
case  yet,  except  a  transient  pain  produced  by  detension,  which 
passes  very  rapidly  away,  leaving  the  patient  cheerful  and 
bright.  The  time  for  using  this  has  been  two  hours  after  meals, 
once  daily  till  patient  begins  to  improve;  these  as  circumstance 
demand,  but  I  am  inclined  to  the  opinion  that  one  hour  after  meals 
is  better,  because  of  its  stimulating  effects  on  the  entire  system; 
hence  its  aid  in  digestion.    I  never  use  gas  over  two  hours  old. 

This  method  has  done  more  in  my  hands  than  any  thing  else 
I  have  yet  known.  Its  effects  are  somewhat  surprising  I  must  con- 
fess, and  hence  this  is  now  my  conclusion  until  I  am  convinced 
otherwise.  The  remedy  is  antiseptic,  and  a  germicide  by  the  law 
of  exos  and  endosmosis,  because  of  its  rapid  elimintion  and  im- 
mediate results. 

This  concludes  the  present  report,  but  I  hope  to  hear  from 
others  on  this  important  subject  through  the  medium  of  the  Jour- 
nal. 
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N  compliance  with  promises  to  various  members  of  "Texas 


JL  State  Medical  Association,"  I  will  say  that  the  instrument  with 
which  I  have  performed  all  my  various  experiments  for  the  last 
three  years  is  Dr.  Jerome  Kidder's  No.  5  Tip  Battery,  than  which 
I  desire  no  better,  unless  it  may  be  his  No.  1,  which  is  large,  with 
some  improvements  and  conveniences. 

One  change  I  would  make  with  any  instrument  now  in  the 
market,  that  is,  substitute  conducting  cords  of  unequal  lengths.  One 
cord  should  be  2  yards,  the  other  3  yards  long.  When  treating  in- 
flammations and  fevers,  I  place  the  short  cord  on  the  positive  post; 
the  long  cord  on  the  negative  post  of  the  battery  ;  thus  placing  my 
patient  entirely  under  the  influence  of  positive  electricity,  and  by 
these  means  reduced  the  temperature.  The  reverse  position  of  the 
cords  produces  a  stimulating  effect,  and  raises  the  temperature^ 
the  philosophy  of  which  I  may  give  later. 

Again  the  electrodes  supplied  by  the  manufacturers  are  too  small 
for  general  use.  I  have  several  made  by  the  tin  or  coppersmith. 
A  copper  plate,  4  x  8,  or  12  inches  for  the  feet,  another  2  x  4,  or  6 
inches  for  back,  are  indispensible.  The  back  over  the  spinal 
column,  is  the  most  insensible  part  of  the  body  to  the  Faradic  cur- 
rent, and  being  directly  over  and  near  to  the  origin  of  all  the  spi- 
nal nerves,  is  therefore  the  best  location  for  the  indifferent  and 
stabile  electrode,  the  other,  or  active,  or  labile  electrode  can  of 
course  be  used  whenever  necessary.  The  whole  length  of  spine 
from  the  atlas  to  os  coxygis  is  normally  insensible  to  the  current, 
and  if  you  find  it  otherwise,  it  is  an  evidence  of  abnormality,  and 
electric  treatment  will  restore  the  normal  insensibility,  when  the 
spinal  cord  shall  have  been  restored  to  a  normal  state  ;  for  the  dis- 
ease is  internal,  not  external, — this  state  obtains  in  some  of  the 
paralyses. 

Of  course,  these  electrodes  must  be  well  covered  with  soft,  thick 
cloth,  canton  flannel  or  a  stocking  leg  answers  well. 

An  other  electrode  I  find   valuable  is   made  by  placing  a  small 
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piece  of  covered  metal  under  a  wristlet  on  the  arm,  and  attaching 
a  cord  to  the  metal,  converts  the  hand  into  a  valuable  instrument 
for  diagnosis  and  in  many  cases  for  the  treatment  of  the  head  and 
face;  the  genitalia  of  females,  and  always  for  children.  But  a 
word  of  caution  will  be  well  here.  I  have  a  personal  experience 
of  the  loss  of  20  lbs.  of  extra  obesity  in  6  or  8  months  incidental  use 
of  this  electrode.  "A  word  to  the  wise".  Of  course  the  wire  brush, 
vaginal  and  rectal  electrodes,  will  be  necessary.  I  use  the  last 
two  named  not  only  for  the  purposes  for  which  they  were  designed 
but  much  more  in  the  treatment  of  neuralgia,  rheumatism  and 
other  painful  diseases.  Before  closing  this  paper,  I  cannot  refrain 
from  a  few  remarks  as  to  the  operator  himself. 

It  requires  faith,  patience  and  perseverance  to  commence  with, 
and  then  more  hard  study  than  most  of  the  profession  have  devo- 
ted to  any  one  or  perhaps  all  other  branches.  If  you  suppose  that, 
because  the  machine  is  automatic,  all  you  have  to  do  is  to  wind  it 
up,  give  it  a  flip  and  let  her  rip,  you  are  mistaken,  your  money  and 
time  misapplied  and  you  a  failure  from  the  beginning  and  will  on- 
ly bring  reproach  upon  yourself  and  this  branch  of  your  profession. 
The  books  on  the  subject  are  numerous,  but  the  so-called  science 
of  electro  therapeutics  in  "confusion  worse  confounded."  —  The 
work  best  suited  to  one  who  has  but  little  time  to  devote  to  this 
branch,  is  Clark's  work,  by  A.  W.  Tipton,  where  you  will  find  the 
science  in  a  nut  shell,  with  prescriptions  cut  and  dried;  this  is  also 
best  for  a  lazy  man. 

One  more  idea,  a  little  late,  but  none  the  less  important — never 
let  patients  handle  the  electrodes  or  hold  them  in  their  hands. 
The  hands  are  always  sensitive  and  no  criterion  for  any  other 
part,  and  nervous  persons  become  alarmed,  so  that  it  is  difficult 
afterwards  to  control  them. 

Use  mild  currents,  and  never  let  the  treatment  be  painful,  unless 
absolutely  necessary,  as  it  will  be  in  rheumatism  and  neuralgia,  of 
which  more  anon, — the  editor  consenting. 

The  North  Texas  Medical  Association  held  its  regular  semi-an- 
nual meeting  at  B«nham,  Texas,  on  the  14th,  inst,,  (June,  '87),  a 
three  days  meeting.  Dr.  J.  M.  Fort,  of  Paris,  President,  presiding. 
Dr.  G.  R.  Clayton,  Secretary.  We  had  no  representative  present, 
and  regret  not  to  be  able  to  give  a  report  of  the  meeting. 
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^Society  J^otes. 

RESOLUTIONS  BY  GALVESTON  COUNTY  MEDICAL  CLUB  ON  THE 
DEATH  OF  DR.  W.  S.  ROGERS. 

For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 

WHEREAS  it  has  pleased  our  Heavenly  Father  in  the  exer- 
cise of  his  inscrutable  providence  to  remove  from  his 
sphere  of  usefulness,  and  from  our  companionship,  the  late  Wil- 
liam S.  Rogers,  M.  D.,  and,  Whereas,  we  both  as  a  body  and  indi- 
vidually, keenly  realize  the  loss  we  have  sustained,  we  deem  it  our 
melancholy  duty  to  give  public  expression  to  our  appreciation  of 
his  high  worth  as  a  physician  and  a  friend  ;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  by  the  death  of  Dr.  Rogers,  the  Medical  profes- 
sion of  Texas  has  been  despoiled  of  an  earnest  supporter  of  every 
cause  that  seemed  to  tend  toward  the  elevating  of  her  standard, 
the  enhancement  of  her  usefulness,  and  the  promoting  of  fellowship 
among  those  enlisted  under  her  banner.  That  we  remember  with 
gratitude  his  distinguished  services  as  member  of  the  District  Medi- 
cal Examining  Board,  when  his  name  was  a  terror  to  quacks,  and 
an  aegis  to  the  honor  of  the  legitimate  profession.  That  we  will 
cherish  with  pride  the  recollection  of  his  admirable  administration 
of  the  affairs  of  the  Board  of  Health  of  Galveston,  when  he  was  its 
eminent  president. 

Resolved,  That  the  Galveston  County  Medical  Club  has  been  be- 
reft of  a  Fellow,  whose  unselfish  devotion  to  its  interests,  liberal  con- 
tributions to  its  support,  and  whose  thoughtful  counsels  placed  him 
in  the  front  rank  of  its  membership. 

Resolved,  That  as  individuals,  we  are  painfully  sensible  to  our 
loss.  As  a  confrere  he  was  ethical,  liberal  and  scrupulously  ob- 
servant of  the  feelings  and  interests  of  all.  As  a  friend  he  was  sin- 
cere, affable,  frank  and  generous.  He  never  saw  a  fault  in  a  friend. 
As  a  man  he  was  brave,  truthful,  honest  and  just.  Destitute  of 
envy,  he  held  in  the  highest  veneration  the  truly  meritorious,  and 
possessed  a  lively  appreciation  of  the  beautiful  and  good,  but  had 
an  innate  contempt  for  shams.  Endowed  with  a  positive  char- 
acter, he  had  many  warm  friends,  who  loved  and  appreciated  him  ; 
enemies  also  he  had,  but  even  they  respected  him.  It  can  be  said 
of  him  that  he  loved  his  friends  and  despised  his  enemies. 
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Resolved,  That  we  tender  the  son  and  brother  of  the  deceased, 
our  heartfelt  sympathy  and  invoke  for  them  that  consolation  which 
can  only  be  accorded  by  Him,  who  directeth  the  sparrow's  fall. 

Resolved,  That  these  resolutions  be  spread  upon  the  minutes  of 
our  club  ;  that  a  copy  of  them  be  sent  to  the  son  and  brother  of 
the  deceased  respectively,  and  that  copies  be  furnished  the  Gal- 
veston News  and  the  Medical  periodicals  of  the  State  for  pub- 


NOTES  FROM  THE  JUNE  MEETING  AMERICAN  MEDICAL  ASSO- 
CIATION. 

Dr.  A.  Y.  P.  Garnett  of  Washington,  was  elected  President.  Dr. 
Duncan  Eve,  of  Nashville,  Vice-President. 

Dr.  R.  W.  Park,  of  Waco,  represented  Texas  on  the  Nominating 
Committee  and  is  on  the  Committee  on  Necrology. 

Next  place  of  meeting,  Cincinnati,  4th  Tuesday  in  May,  1888. 

This  Convention,  according  to  the  Medical  Standard,  adopted 
amendments  to  the  Constitution,  on  the  jump: — without  letting 
them  lie  over  one  year,  as  required  by  the  Constitution.  The 
Standard  says  :  "the  President  was  unequal  to  the  emergency, 
and  made  a  mistake  in  his  ruling  on  the  subject" — quite  a  common 
thing  with  Presidents  of  Medical  Associations,  by  the  bye. 

Fifteen  hundred  delegates  and  members  attended  the  meeting. 
By  the  bye,  delegates,  only,  are  entitled  to  vote,  according  to  the 
Constitution  and  By-laws.  So  pointed  out  by  Dr.  Davis  ;  but  it 
seems  that  every  body  voted,  as  they  usually  do  in  medical  asso- 
ciations. 

"Dr.  Dudley  S.  Reynolds  of  Louisville,  is  the  champion  speaker, 
smoker  and  story-teller  of  the  Convention,  and  withall,  one  of  its 
strongest  "pillars."  Few  men  are  so  magnificently  endowed  as  to 
personal  presence,  heroic  voice,  and  clear  comprehension,  as  is  the 
"lone  fisherman"  whoi>e  editorial  motto  is  "Progress."" — Medical 
Standard. 

For  enterprise,  commend  us  to  the  Medical  Standard.  It  got  out 
a  handsome  daily  edition  during  the  four  days  session  of  the 
American  Medical  Association,  in  neat  pamphlet  cover.  No.  3, 
contains  a  cut  of  Dr.  N.  S.  Davis,  the  "father,"  anc  No.  4,  very 


lication. 


Galveston,  May  30,  '87. 


E.  Goldmann,  M.  D.  >  Committee. 
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good  likeness  of  the  irrepressible  Shoemaker,  the  indomnitable  At- 
kinson, the  enterprising  Love,  the  energetic  Porter,  the  superb 
Wile,  the  indefatigable  Wathen,  Fenger,  Buford,  Spitzka  and  others. 
The  only  thing  we  regret  about  it,  is  that  the  Standard  did  not  in- 
clude the  "champion  speaker  and  smoker,"  Dudley  S.  Reynolds. 
—  the  "progressive  !"  "Ninety  Cataract  Operations  under  Cocaine 
without  a  failure,"  is  a  record  of  which  any  man  may  be  proud. 

Dr.  Wm.  Porter  of  St.  Louis  was  elected  President  of  Associa- 
tion of  American  Medical  Editors,  andDr.  W.  C.  Wile,  of  Phila- 
delphia, Secretary. 

President  Gregory's  Address  was  on  "cell  antagonism."  The  style 
was  decidedly  laconic;  here's  a  sample;  the  opening  paragraph: 

"Obviously,  force  and  matter  "make  up"  the  universe;  force 
implies  antagonism;  antagonism  perpetuates  motion.  The  living 
cell  is  the  embodiment  of  nature.  Cell  antagonism  is  life.  Multi- 
cellular organisms  represent  a  community  of  vital  unities.  A  model 
organism  in  equilibrium  is  health.  Cell  struggle  is  the  gist  of 
modern  pathology.  Every  element  and  every  organ  are  (?)  vulner- 
able" etc. 

It  has  been  pronounced  "able." 

The  American  Medical  Association,  appropriated  $1000.00  for 
the  International  Medical  Congress.  Illinois  State  Medical  Asso- 
ciation gave  $750.00. 

Errata. — In  the  Synopsis  of  Proceedings  Texas  State  Medical 
Association,  published  in  our  last  number  (May)  the  "intelligent 
compositor"  read  "June"  for  "April,"  and  made  us  date  the  meet- 
ing a  month  ahead  of  that  issue  !  Also,  in  the  matter  of  Briggs  vs. 
Daniel,  in  writing  from  memory,  we  inadvertently  used  the  word 
"alleged."  It  does  not  occur  in  the  report  of  the  Judicial  Council, 
we  see  by  reference  to  the  original. 


EAST  TEXAS  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

The  third  regular  (quarterly)  session  of  the  E.  T.  M.  A.  was  held 
at  Timpson,  Shelby  Co.,  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  April  5th 
and  6th  1887.  The  President,  Dr.  T.  Y.  T.  Jameson,  of  the  town 
of  Rusk,  presided,  and  Dr.  A.  H.  McCord,  of  Cherokee,  was  chosen 
Secretary  pro  tern.  Twenty  odd  members  were  in  attendence,  and 
fourteen  new  members  were  received,   making   total  membership 
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fifty.  Much  routine  business  transacted  and  social  pleasures  en- 
joyed— all  hands  delighted — a  signal  success. 

Dr.  A.  M.  Denman,  of  Lufkin,  read  an  original  paper  on  Placen- 
ta Prsevia,  and  Dr,  J.  O.  Lowrie,  of  Timpson,  on  Diseases  of  the 
Rectum.  Both  papers  were  creditable  to  the  authors,  were  well 
received,  and  brought  out  interesting  discussions. 

Next  meeting  takes  place  at  Lufkin,  Tuesday,  July  5th,  1887,  2 
P.  M.,  with  following  papers  and  discussions:  Pathology  of  Inflam- 
mation, paper  by  Dr.  J.  T.  Hoya,  discussion  by  Drs.  Bussey  and 
W.  G.  Jameson.  Typho-malarial  Fever,  paper  by  Dr.  F.  H. 
Tucker,  discussion  by  Drs.  Lacey  and  J.  M.  Abney.  Pernicious 
Malarial  Fever,  paper  by  Dr.  Treadwell,  discussion  by  Drs.  Wat- 
kins  and  S.  A.  Lowrie.  Dysentery,  paper  by  Dr.  Horn,  discussion 
by  Drs.  Wall  and  Barham.  Uterine  Hyperplasia,  paper  by  Dr. 
McCord,  discussion  by  Drs.  Mayfield  and  J.  O.  Lowrie. 

A  committee  was  appointed  to  invite  all  physicians  in  east  Tex- 
as to  become  members,  or  attend  meetings  and  participate  in  dis- 
cussions, and  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal  and  the  Courier  - 
Record  were  by  resolution  requested,  to  publish  such  invitation, 
and  also  synopsis  of  proceedings  of  this  session. 

J.  E.  Mayfield,  Sec.  E.  T.  M.  A. 

P.  S. — I  am  informed  that  delegates  to  the  T.  S.  M.  A.  were  not 
sent,  because  its  laws  make  no  provision  for  district  associations 
to  do  so,  and  because  the  expenses  would  be  too  heavy,  if  delegates 
were  admitted  as  from  county  association,  or,  at  least,  these  laws 
are  so  vague  as  to  leave  serious  doubts. 

Also  that  a  strong  sentiment  prevailed  favoring  the  opening  of 
the  Medical  Department  of  the  State  University  at  Galveston 
without  delay.    (The  people  voted  it  there.     Who  can  change  it.) 

J.  E.  M. 

Nacogdoches,  Tex.,  April  26,  1887. 

TEXAS  STATE  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

[Published  by  request.] 

Executive  Office  Raymond,  Texas,  May  18.  1887. 
To  Members  of  the  Texas  Stale  Medical  Association, 

Gentlemen: — I  am  in  receipt  of  a  communication  from  Dr.  R. 
J.  Dunglison,  of  Philadelphia,  Chairman  of  Finance  Committee, 
Ninth  International  Medical  Congress.  The  following  excerpt 
from  the  circular  letter  will  speak  for  itself: 
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"As  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee  of  the  Ninth  Interna- 
tional Medical  Congress,  I  desire  to  invite  your  attention  to  the 
importance  of  the  members  of  your  Society,  either  individually  or 
collectively,  sustaining  the  credit  of  the  Medical  Profession  and  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  by  contributing  to  the  funds  of 
the  Congress,  to  enable  its  officers  to  meet  its  expenses  in  a  man- 
ner becoming  this  great  Nation,  and  to  reciprocate  the  courtesies 
so  liberally  bestowed  upon  delegates  from  the  United  States  to 
previous  meetings  of  the  Congress  in  Europe." 

It  is  needless  to  say  that  much  regret  is  entertained  because  of  the 
late  hour  in  which  this  intelligence  reaches  us,  since  its  claims  are 
debarred  the  privilege  and  advantage  of  being  presented  to  the 
Association  in  Convention  assembled. 

It,  therefore,  becomes  my  pleasant  duty  to  present  to  the  indivi- 
dual membess  of  our  corporate  body,  the  merits  of  its  important 
communication;  and,  in  doing  so,  I  feel  assured  that  no  elucida- 
tion on  my  part  is  necessary  to  a  clear  and  full  comprehension  of 
the  specific  environment  engendered  by  this  legitimate  and  worthy 
appeal. 

That  the  approaching  session  of  the  Ninth  International  Medical 
Congress  should  be  made  a  grand  success  in  all  its  appointments, 
no  one  wiil  deny.  That  the  Medical  Profession  of  Texas  should 
contribute  to  this  success  whenever  and  wherever  the  demand  may 
be  declared,  is  also  an  important  truth.  That  whatever  action  is 
taken  in  the  premises,  on  the  part  of  the  members,  must  be  execut- 
ed at  an  early  date  in  order  that  it  may  be  effective  in  its  purpose, 
is  an  additional  truth. 

Whatever  reflects  upon  our  National  Government  will  be  felt  in 
Texas.  Whatever  affects  the  Profession  of  the  United  States  touches 
the  Profession  of  Texas.  In  matters  both  Medical  and  Interna- 
tional, Texas  is  interested. 

In  view  of  the  above  facts,  I  would  respectfully  recommend  that 
each  individual  member  address  his  financial  ablity,  his  profes- 
sional, state  and  national  pride,  his  devotion  to  the  cause  of  Sci- 
ence and  make,  accordingly  the  proper  assessment,  and  forward 
the  same  immediately  to  Dr.  J.  Larendon,  Treasurer,  Texas  State 
Medical  Association,  Houston,  Texas,  who  is  hereby  requested 
and  authorized  to  remit  the  aggregate,  to  be  determined,  not  later 
than  the  30th  of  June,  to  Dr.  R.  J.  Dunglison,    Chairman  Finance 
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Committee,  Ninth  International  Medical  Congress,  814  North  Six- 
teenth Street,  Philadelphia.  Pa. 

It  is  confidently  expected  that  the  members  will  not  permit  the 
escutcheon  of  Texas  Medicine  to  be  shadowed  by  a  neglect  of 
duty. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Sam.  R.  Burroughs,  M.  D. 
President  Texas  State  Medical  Association. 


HOUSTON  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

A  note  from  an  esteemed  friend  and  correspondent,  Dr.  A.  D. 
Burroughs,  of  Lovelady,  informs  us  of  the  organization  (on  the  14th 
of  April),  of  the  regular  profession  of  Houston  county,  with  a  so- 
ciety, to  be  known  as  above.  Dr.  J.  L.  Lipscomb  was  elected 
President  j  Dr.  Y.  B.  Smith,  Yice-President,  and  Dr.  J.  L.  Hall, 
Secretary.  Meet  quarterly  at  Crockett.  Drs.  W.  C.  Lipscomb  and 
A.  D.  Burroughs  were  elected  delegates  to  the  State  Association, 
but  were  prevented  from  attending,  by  professional  business.  Thus, 
one  by  one,  the  counties  are  wheeling  into  line.  Not  less  than  ten 
new  county  societies  were  enrolled  at  the  recent  meeting  of  the 
State  Association. 


A  General  Invitation  to  the  physicians  of  East  Texas,  is  ex- 
tended, to  attend  a  meeting  of  the  East  Texas  Medical  Association, 
to  be  held  at  Lufkin,  Angelina  county,  on  4th  and  5th  of  July, 
prox.,  and  become  members. 

Wt  are  pleased  to  note  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  this  Asso- 
ciation and  to  see  "organization"  thus  progressing  in  East  Texas. 


^VLeDICAL  j^EWS  AND  ^A. ISCELLANY. 


"  The  Old  Reliable." — The  Medical  Department  of  the  Tulane 
University,  formerly  University  of  Louisiana, — "  the  old  school," — 
held  its  fifty-third  annual  commencement  March  30,  1887.  Elo- 
quent addresses  were  delivered  by  Bishop  Gallagher  and  by  the  val- 
edictorian, Dr.  A.  A.  Forsvthe,  also  one  bv  Prof.  Chaille,  in  mem- 
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ory  of  the  philanthropist,  Paul  Tulane.  Hon.  Jefferson  Davis  was 
present.  We  observe  in  the  catalogue  sent  us  by  the  Dean,  Prof. 
S.  E.  Chaille,  that  the  following  Texans  graduated  M.  D.,  on  that 
occasion.  J.  J.  Atkinson,  A.  T.  B.  Beauchamp,  A.  Beckman,  J.  M. 
Burford,  A.  D.  Duncan,  C.  L.  Geyer,  J,  W.  Hamilton,  F.  M.  D.  Hill, 
J.  F.  Johnson,  D.  F.  Kirkpatrick,  L.  F.  Layton,  J.  A.  Mercer,  A.  L. 
Montgomery,  Irwin  Pope,  J.  W.  Scott,  J.  R.  Smith,  16. 

The  system  of  instruction  in  this  famous  school  is  thorough,  and 
the  clinical  advantages  offered  by  the  great  Charity  Hospital  are 
unsurpassed  by  any  in  America.  A  diploma  from  this  College  is 
justly,  very  highly  prized  and  carries  with  it,  respectability  of  a 
high  order. 


Another  Press  Victimizer. — The  Cherry  Malt  concern,  the 
"  Liebig  Parmacal  Company,"  of  New  York,  made  a  written  con- 
tract with  us  for  $20  advertising.  On  presentation  of  first 
bill,  payment  was  refused,  and  they  persistently  refuse  to  answer 
letters  on  the  subject.  They  have  beat  us  out  of  five  months  ad- 
vertising of  Cherry  Malt  and  we  throw  this  in  for  the  benefit  of  the 
concern,  to  make  it  even  money,  and  charge  the  whole  to  profit  and 
loss.    Look  out  for  them. 


Dr.  Stone  not  Dead. — Our  information  that  Dr.  T.  M.  Stone,  of 
Jasper,  had  died  September  14,  1886,  of  Pneumonia,  as  announced 
in  The  Journal  lor  April  proves  to  be  incorrect.  Mrs.  Stone  died 
on  that  date.  We  presume  our  informant  was  misled  by  that  fact. 
We  are  much  gratified  to  be  able  to  make  the  announcement. 

International  Congress  on  Inebriety. — The  Council  of  the 
English  Society  for  the  study  and  cure  of  inebriety,  have  completed 
arrangements  for  an  International  Medical  Congress,  to  be  held  at 
Westminster  Hall,  London,  July  5th  and  6th,  1887. 

The  object  of  this  Congress  is  to  present  and  discuss  the  prob- 
lems of  inebriety  medically,  and  from  a  purely  scientific  standpoint, 
by  the  best  authorities,  thus  laying  the  foundation  for  a  broader 
and  more  exact  study  of  this  subject. 


Yellow  Feyer  Threatening  Texas. — Yellow  Fever  has  made 
its  appearance  at  Key  WTest,  Fla.,  and  a  number  of  deaths  have 
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occurred.  New  Orleans  promptly  quarantined,  and  Texas  as 
promptly  followed  suit.  The  former  requires  five  days  detention 
which  did  not  suit  State  Health  Officer  Rutherford  who  demanded 
ten,  which  being  refused,  New  Orleans  was  included  in  the  embargo  ; 
and  now  all  persons  coming  from  New  Orleans  are  "inspected." 

The  occurrence  of  Yellow  Fever  on  the  Southern  Coast  thus 
early,  is  serious  cause  of  apprehension,  and  we  commend  the 
prompt  action  of  the  Health  Officer  in  quarantining  against  the 
infected  places;  but,  unless  the  fever  were  epidemic  in  New  Orleans 
and  the  atmosphere  infected,  a  rigid  quarantine  against  that  city 
would  seem  to  be  unnecessary.  We  are  sorry  to  see  State  Health 
Officer  Rutherford  and  President  Holt  lock  horns  so  early  —  but 
we  must  back  our  own  man,  every  time. 

A  New  District  Societv  to  be  Organized. — A  number  of  phy- 
sicians in  Austin  and  vicinity  are  agitating  a  proposition  to  organ- 
ize a  District  Medical  Society,  at  an  early  date;  and  a  call  will 
be  issued  for  a  meeting,  before  many  days.  Several  plans  are  pro- 
posed, but  the  idea  that  seems  to  meet  most  favor  is,  to  build  the 
new  association  on  the  Travis  County  Medical  Society,  which  will 
then  be  incorporated;  or  in  other  words,  to  develop  the  present 
organization,  the  Travis  County  Medical  Society  into  a  District 
Society.  We  invite  the  attention  of  all  physicians  residing  in 
counties  contiguous  to  Travis  county  to  the  subject  and  ask  their 
co-operation,  in  the  laudable  enterprise.  A  circular  letter  will  be 
sent  out  inviting  a  meeting. 


j^ULLINGS    FROM  j^ONTEMPORARI ES, 


A  CASE  OF  LIGATURE  OF  THE  COMMON  CAROTID  IN  AN  ABSCESS 
FOLLOWING  DIPHTHERITIC  SCARLATINA, 
RESULTING  IN  RECOVERY. 

Translation  from  Centralblatt — Kinder heilkunde. 

A  girl,  nine  years  of  age,  with  hereditary  taint,  was  taken  sick 
with  scarlet  fever,  diphteria,  and  swelling  of  the  right  lymphatic 
glands.  Suppuration  set  in,  in  the  latter,  and  the  abscess  was 
relieved  by  means  of  a  small  incision.    After  some  days  the  wound 
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began  to  bleed  profusely,  ceasing  only  upon  compression  of  the 
carotid.  The  next  morning  S.  saw  the  child  for  the  first  time,  and 
proceeded  on  the  same  day  to  ligate  the  carotid.  After  splitting 
the  abscess  and  removing  the  coagula,  S.  found  in  the  region  of  the 
great  horn  of  the  hyoid,  a  small  cavity  out  of  which  slowly  trick- 
led light  colored  blood.  It  must  doubtlessly  therefore  have  been 
the  carotid  itself,  or  one  of  its  terminal  branches  near  its  point  of 
exit  must  have  been  eroded,  [sloughed?].  The  child  having 
already  suffered  much  loss  of  blood  was  too  weak  to  risk  the  delay 
of  ligature  in  loco,  therefore  the  carotid  communis  was  ligated  in 
the  elevation  of  the  cartilage  ring,  the  wound  then  well  cleansed 
and  tamponed  with  iodoformed  cotton.  Five  days  after  the  opera- 
tion the  child  had  sudden  attacks  of  delirium  and  convulsions  of 
the  left  half  of  the  face  and  body,  to  which  was  added  shortly 
after,  a  total  paresis  of  the  left  side,  which  in  its  turn  was  followed 
by  a  complete  paralysis  of  both  left  extremities.  Soon  after  there 
was  an  apparent  motion  in  the  paralysed  leg,  and  in  two  weeks  the 
limb  had  almost  entirely  regained  its  function  of  mobility.  The 
left  hand  recovered  much  more  slowly,  and  then  only  partially, 
and  a  half  year  after  the  ligation  of  the  carotid,  there  remained  a 
paresis  of  the  extensor  muscles  of  the  left  hand  and  the  peroniaj 
muscles  of  the  left  foot;  also  the  appearances  of  an  imperfect 
nourishment  of  the  cortex  of  the  brain,  the  child  appearing  less 
mentally  developed  after  its  illness  than  other  children  of  a  similar 
age.  Previous  to  the  illness  the  child's  mind  was  perfectly  developed. 
The  author  thinks  that  perhaps  both  the  carotid  ligation  and  the 
diphtheria  were  the  causes  of  the  brain  disturbance. 

Lunin,  Petersburg. 


CASE  OF  SUCCESSFUL  ENUCLEATION,  AFTER  LAPAROTOMY,  OF 
A  FIBROID  ATTACHED  TO  THE  FUNDUS  UTERI.  BY  JOHN 
S.  DICKSON,  M.  D.,  PITTSBURGH,  PA. 

Mrs.  R.  ,  Pa.,  aet.,  24,  married,  had  given  birth  to  two  still- 
born children,  one  at  full  term  and  the  other  at  an  earlier  period 
of  pregnancy.  She  was  sent  to  me  from  near  Cornellsville  (by  Dr. 
Phillips  of  that  place)  September  1,  1886,  and  was  taken  to  Mercy 
Hospital  after  being  examined  by  Dr.  James  McCann  and  myself 
at  my  office. 
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History — For  three  years  patient  had  been  suffering  from  an  ab- 
dominal tumor,  which,  during  the  last  few  months  previous  to  her 
reporting  to  me,  had  increased  rapidly  in  size. 

The  diagnostic  features  indicated  a  fibroid  growth  attached  to 
the  fundus  of  the  womb  on  the  right  side.  The  os  uteri  was  pulled 
up  on  the  left  side  to  an  extent  which  made  it  impossible  to  use  a 
sound  or  make  a  digital  examination. 

The  patient  rested  quietly  at  the  hospital  until  Tuesday,  Septem- 
ber 7,  when  laparotomy  was  performed.  The  incision  was  made 
about  13  inches  in  length,  extending  nearly  from  the  symphysis 
pubis  to  the  ensiform  cartilage.  The  tumor  was  found  to  be  a 
fibroid  of  a  firm,  elastic  consistency,  and  intimately  adherent  to  the 
fundus  uteri  on  the  right  side.  At  first  it  seemed  impossible  to  re- 
move the  tumor  without  the  uterus,  but  eventually  it  was  decided  to 
enucleate  the  growth  from  its  attachments.  The  peritoneal  sac, 
from  which  the  tumor  was  enucleated,  was  very  large,  and  the 
womb  itself  was  about  four  times  its  normal  size.  This,  at  first, 
gave  the  impression  that  the  growth  was  intra-uterine.  The  en- 
largement was  found  to  he  symmetrical  and  regular  in  form,  how- 
ever, and  was  then  attributed  to  inflammation.  It  was  considered 
probable,  that,  after  removal  of  the  tumor,  the  womb  would  atrophy 
to  its  natural  dimensions,  and  hysterectomy  was  therefore  rejected. 
During  the  operation  a  great  many  ligatures  (over  forty)  were  re- 
quired to  control  hemorrhage. 

After  the  growth  had  been  removed,  the  edges  of  the  rent  in  the 
peritoneal  covering  or  sac  were  approximated  by  sutures,  and  the 
whole  let  fall  back  into  the  abdomen.  The  abdominal  wound  was 
brought  together  by  interrupted  sutures  of  silver  wire,  eleven  in 
number.  A  rubber  drainage-tube  was  inserted  between  the  two 
last  sutures,  dipping  down  into  the  sac.  The  wound  was  then 
dressed  with  lint,  moistened  in  bi-chloride  solution,  and  linen  gauze 
placed  over  that.  Scarcely  any  blood  was  lost  during  the  opera- 
tion, and  the  patient  evinced  no  evidence  of  shock  at  any  time. 
The  tumor  was  weighed,  and  found  to  be  eleven  pounds,  two  oun- 
ces in  weight.  At  the  operation  Drs.  James  McCann,  Richardson, 
and  Davis  and  the  hospital  staff  assisted. 

Patient  showed  but  little  disturbance  from  the  anaesthetic,  but 
complained  of  pain  some  two  or  three  hours  after  the  operation. 
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She  was  relieved  by  morphia.  She  had  considerable  pain,  and 
was  restless  during  first  night. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

Twelfth  day:  Patient  taken  out  of  bed,  and  put  in  a  large  chair 
for  an  hour.  On  each  subsequent  day  she  sat  up  for  a  little  longer 
period.  She  is  becoming  less  restless,  and  eats  and  sleeps  well. 
Bowels  move  naturally. 

During  the  period  of  eleven  days  intervening  between  the  oper- 
ation and  the  day  on  which  she  left  her  bed  for  the  first  time,  the 
patients  diet  consisted  entirely  of  J.  P.  Bush  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany's Bovinine,  with  a  little  milk  and  stimulants.  Other  foods 
were  tried,  but  she  could  not  retain  them. 

On  the  19th  day  the  patient  was  discharged  from  the  hospital. 
[Record  of  pulse  omitted.] 

October  20,  1886,  patient  had  a  miscarriage,  at  her  parent's 
home,  in  Mt.  Pleasant,  Pa.,  and  the  foetus  was  supposed  to  have 
been  of  four  months'  development  at  the  time  of  the  abortion. 
The  peculiarities  in  the  size  and  shape  of  the  uterus,  which  were 
considered  at  the  time  of  the  operation  to  be  due  to  inflammation, 
were  thus  explained. 

November  11,  1886,  patient  came  to  my  office  to  show  how  well 
she  was.  She  still  had,  occasionally,  a  little  discharge  from  the 
sinus,  where  the  drainage-tube  had  been  inserted.  Extending  down 
towards  the  right  inguinal  region,  from  the  sinus,  was  a  noticeably 
thickened  and  indurated  condition  of  the  parts.  This  was  consid- 
ered the  source  of  the  discharge,  and  tenderness  was  noticeable 
here  when  the  flow  was  interrupted  for  any  length  of  time.  The 
induration,  however,  according  to  the  patient's  statement,  was 
gradually  decreasing.  Patient  was  otherwise  stout  and  in  good 
health. 

It  will  be  conceded  that  the  above  record  of  the  case  is  a  remark- 
able one  as  to  results.  The  operation  occupied  51  minutes,  and 
necessarily  subjected  the  patient  to  a  severe  strain.  It  certainly  is 
remarkable  that  at  no  time  the  patient's  pulse  was  higher  than  96 
nor  her  temperature  higher  than  ioiq.  Many  of  the  good  results 
I  attribute  to  the  use  of  bovinine,  which  was  practically  the  pa- 
tient's only  nutriment,  during  the  first  eleven  days,  and  the  careful 
employment,  during  the  entire  case,  of  antiseptic  precautions. — 
Gaillard's  Journal  for  May. 
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THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  TEXAS. 


By  THOS.  D.  WOOTEN,  XI.  D.,  President  Board  of  Regents. 


Bead  by  Invitation  before  the  Convention  of  Texas  State  Medical  Association,  Nine- 
teenth Annual  Meeting,  at  Austin,  Texas,  April,  1S37. 


I  Contributed  to  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal/ 

TT  is  most  natural  and  proper  that  this,  the  State  Medical  As- 
sociation, should  inquire  into  and  desire  to  be  informed  as 
to  the  present  status  and  future  prospects  of  the  State  University 
of  Texas. 

As  President  of  the  Board  of  Regents  of  that  institution,  I 
deem  it  my  duty  and  privilege  to  impart  to  your  body  whatever 
information  I  may,  and  to  make  such  comments  and  offer  such 
suggestions  as  are  prompted  and  warranted  by  the  existing  state 
of  facts.  What  I  shall  say  should  not  in  any  sense  be  considered 
as  an  oflicial  utterance  of  the  Board,  but  simply  as  the  result  of 
my  own  observations  and  experience  while  a  member  thereof, 
and  as  entitled  to  some  consideration  because  of  my  necessary 
familiarity  with  the  condition  and  needs  of  the  institution. 

The  interest  and  identity  of  motive  of  the  medical  profession 
of  Texas,  in  and  with  its  State  University,  are  not  merely  and 
solely  on  account  of  the  desire  to  see  the  medical  department  of 
the  institution  inaugurated  and  in  successful  operation,  but  are 
and  should  be  based  on  broader  and  more  catholic  considerations. 
As  men  cherishing  a  respect  for  science  and  a^veneration  for  the 
early  efforts  of  those  who  baptised  its  future  pursuit  and  perfec- 
tion with  their  blood,  and  consecrated  its  accomplishment  with 
the  first  acts  of  their  valor  and  wisdom — as  doctors  and  as  citizens 
of  Texas — we  are  one  and  all  deeply  concerned  in  the  speedy  and 
successful  establishment  of  the  University  in  allots  contemplated 
branches.  If  there  ever  has  been  among"men  a  class  or  profes- 
sion which  has  realized  the  necessities  of  mankind,  made  sacri- 
fices for  humanity,  sympathized  with  its  weaknesses  and  sought 
to  remedy  its  defects,  and,  withal,  eontributed*to  the  advance- 
ment of  civilization  and  science,  it  has  certainly  been  the  medi- 
cal profession.    Therefore,  from  us,  above  all  others,  it  should  be 
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confidently  and  justly  expected  that  we  will  cordially  and  earn- 
estly support  and  foster  an  institution  whose  success  and  growth 
are  so  thoroughly  identified,  not  only  with  the  culture  and  perfec- 
tion of  our  own  peculiar  science,  but  with  the  general  and  mate- 
rial prosperity  of  our  State,  and  with  the  advancement  of  that 
higher  learning  which  makes  the  whole  world  kin.  In  this  great 
enterprise  we  cannot  afford  to  be  quiescent  or  indifferent.  It 
invites  our  energies  as  men  desirous  of  securing  to  our  race  the 
highest  boons  of  enlightment  and  intellectual  attainments.  It 
appeals  to  us  as  an  undertaking  involving  the  elevation  of  our 
own  profession,  and  thereby  the  increased  happiness  of  mankind. 

Recall,  if  you  please,  the  objects  and  impressions  of  the  men 
who  conceived  and  provided  for  this  University.  They  intended 
it  to  be  the  cap-stone  of  a  completed  pyramid  of  thorough  public 
instruction  ;  they  meant  it  for  the  crowning  glory  of  a  great  sys- 
tem of  education,  wherein  every  son  and  daughter  of  Texas,  with- 
out price,  should  be  entitled  to  receive  the  fullest  benefits  of  all 
that  might  be  known  or  discovered  in  the  realms  of  science  and 
philosophy,  and  come  forth  fully  equipped  to  pursue  and  to  pros- 
ecute with  success  any  and  every  branch  of  practical  learning  or 
speculative  research.  This  was  the  magnitude  of  their  ambition — 
this  the  ample  scope  of  their  plan  for  the  future  education  of  the 
children  of  Texas. 

Nor  did  they  fail  to  supply  the  means  for  carrying  into  practi- 
cal effect  this  magnificent  conception. 

The  declaration  of  Texan  independence,  in  1836,  announced 
the  fundamental  idea  of  the  men  who  founded  the  Republic,  in 
bold  and  broad  assertion,  that  11  it  is  an  axiom  of  political  science 
that  unless  a  people  are  educated  and  enlightened,  it  is  idle  to 
expect  the  continuance  of  civil  liberty  or  the  capacity  for  self- 
government;"  and  the  Constitution  of  the  Republic  demanded 
the  earliest  possible  establishment  of  a  general  system  of  public 
education.  Subsequently,  the  Congress,  by  the  act  of  January 
14,  1839,  appointed  commissioners  to  locate  the  capital.  Austin 
was  selected,  and  forty  acres  of  the  most  beautiful  and  elevated 
portion  of  the  new  city  were  especially  dedicated  and  set  apart 
for  the  site  of  the  future  State  University.  It  is  on  that  ground 
that  the  present  incomplete  but  imposing  University  edifice  is 
now  located,  and  the  purpose  cherished  by  the  men  who  chose 
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that  location  should  not  be  defeated  by  any  sort  of  parsimony,  or 
by  any  line  of  policy,  which  will  prevent  that  beautiful  site  from 
being  crowned  by  a  finished  temple  of  free  and  higher  learning. 

Again,  on  January  29,  1839,  fifty  (50)  leagues  of  land  were 
especially  set  aside  for  University  education  and  ordered  to  be 
surveyed  and  located,  which  was  accordingly  done.  These  lands 
were  located  in  what  are  now  the  most  populous  and  wealthy 
counties  of  the  State.  Most  of  them  have  been  sold  and  the  pro- 
ceeds invested  in  Texas  State  bonds.  A  small  portion  remains^ 
and  there  are  certain  lands  in  McLennan  county  belonging  to  the 
University,  under  this  act,  which  are  now  in  litigation. 

In  1858,  under  the  administration  of  Governor  E.  M.  Pease^  an 
act  was  passed  to  establish  the  University  and  to  provide  for  its 
successful  maintenance  and  support.  The  preamble  to  that  act 
expresses  most  forcibly  the  high  aims  sought  to  be  attained,  and 
the  necessity  for  early  and  efficient  support  ot  the  institution, 
forecast  by  the  fathers  of  the  Republic. 

Read  in  the  light  of  subsequent  events  and  later  policies,  the 
act  of  1858,  like  many  other  acts  of  liberal  legislation  inaugu- 
rated at  that  time,  is  a  melancholv  commentary  on'  the  degen- 
erate and  narrow  conceptions  of  more  modern  law  makers.  In 
fact,  it  is  a  remarkable  truth,  and  one  not  encouraging  to  the 
symptoms  of  patriotism  and  civilization  of  these  latter  days, 
that  from  1836  to  1858  the  continuous  and  consistent  policy  of 
both  the  Republic  and  State  of  Texas  was  one  of  enlightened, 
liberal,  generous  and  munificent  devotion  to  the  advancement 
and  proper  endowment  of  the  University,  as  the  means  and  the 
measure  of  our  highest  culture  and  civilization  ;  while  from  1859 
to  the  present  time  there  has  been  a  retrograde  movement,  which 
has  weakened  and  crippled  the  cause  of  higher  education,  and 
absolutely  taken  away  from  this  great  institution  the  resources 
and  donations  vouchsafed  to  it  by  the  earliest  acts  of  those  who 
founded  it  and  who  considered  its  establishment  and  success  in- 
dispensable to  the  proper  and  symmetrical  growth  of  our  whole 
educational  system.  This  downward  and  degrading  tendency 
has  seemed  to  gather  strength  in  an  increasing  ratio  with  each 
successive  administration,  until  it  reached  its  lowest  and  most 
contemptible  exhibition  in  the  illiberal  and  hostile  attitude  of 
the  Twentieth  Legislature,  and  the  supine  lethargy  and  appar- 
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ently  studied  apathy  of  those  who  could  and  should  have  ren- 
dered valuable  aid  to  so  worthy  an  enterprise. 

Contrast  for  a  moment  the  temper  and  disposition  of  the  pres- 
ent era  in  our  State's  history  with  the  spirit  which  animated  the 
souls  and  illumined  the  deeds  of  the  founders  of  Texan  liberty. 
That  little  handful  of  pioneers  had  scarcely  conceived  the  idea 
of  emancipation  from  the  tyrannous  yoke  of  an  unfriendly  gov- 
ernment, and  were  yet  struggling  to  establish  an  existence  among 
the  free  people  of  the  earth,  when  they  proclaimed  their  devo- 
tion to  the  cause  of  higher  education  as  the  surest  and  only 
guarantee  of  a  permanent  and  progressive  system  of  popular  self- 
government.  As  soon  as  their  heroic  effort  was  crowned  with 
success,  and  the  child  of  their  genius  and  valor  had  taken  its  place 
among  the  equal  States  of  the  great  federation  of  man,  they  were 
careful  to  embody  in  the  organic  law  of  the  new  government  a 
special  provision  for  the  practical  and  early  realization  of  the 
purpose  they  had  from  the  first  cherished  on  the  subject  of  edu- 
cation. The  first  session  of  the  Congress  of  the  Republic  was 
marked  by  a  liberal  donation  of  land  to  the  University,  and,  as 
.above  noticed,  the  very  location  of  the  capital  itself  was  accom- 
panied by  a  designation  of  a  site  for  the  buildings  of  the  future 
institution,  which  no  one  then  seemed  to  doubt  was  to  be  the  pe- 
culiar pride  of  our  perfected  scheme  of  free  public  instruction. 
The  provisions  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Republic  were  repeated 
in  that  of  1845,  under  which  the  State  was  admitted  into  the 
Union  of  American  States,  and  the  continued  sympathy  and  sup- 
port of  public  opinion  were  steadily  exerted  to  further  the  speedy 
organization  of  the  University  upon  a  scale  commensurate  with 
the  design  of  its  founders  and  with  the  place  it  was  intended  to 
fill  in  the  completed  system  of  State  education.  This  enlightened 
and  liberal  spirit  found  expression  in  the  act  of  1858',  above  re- 
ferred to,  and,  but  for  the  unhappy  interval  caused  by  the  civil 
Avar,  would  no  doubt  have  found  practical  accomplishment  in  the 
inauguration  of  an  institution  which  would  now  rank  among  the 
first  in  the  land.  Not  the  least  of  the  evils  brought  about  by  the 
strife  between  the  sections,  seems  to  have  been  the  lessened  in- 
terest in  the  University  wrought  by  the  changed  condition  of  pub- 
lic sentiment  in  Texas.  Before  the  war,  Texas  was  scarcely  more 
than  a  frontier  community,  with  less  than  one-fifth  its  present 
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population,  without  railroads  or  any  of  the  other  means  of  in- 
dustrial wealth  now  conspicuously  developing  throughout  her 
borders.  And  yet  no  line  of  her  statutes,  and  no  single  utterance 
of  the  men  who  then  voiced  the  will  of  the  people,  were  ever 
framed  or  promulgated  in  hostility  to  the  University  and  its 
proper  support  and  endowment.  It  remained  for  the  generation 
that  has  come  after  the  great  civic  revolution,  to  turn  backward 
the  current  of  our  civilization,  and  to  inaugurate  a  systematic 
spoliation  of  the  funds  and  resources  of  the  institution,  and  to 
decry  and  denounce  its  aims  and  objects  with  a  senseless  clamor 
and  a  contracted  spirit  of  parsimonious  enmity  that  have  reduced 
it  to  a  position  of  dependency  so  low  that  among  the  prevalent 
demagogues  of  the  age  there  are  "none  so  poor  as  to  do  it 
reverence." 

The  act  of  3^858  gave  to  the  University  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars  in  United  States  bonds  in  the  State  Treasury  at  that  time  ; 
the  fifty  (50)  leagues  of  land  formerly  appropriated  under  the 
act  of  1839,  and  one  out  of  every  ten  sections  of  land  surveyed  for 
State  purposes,  or  under  acts,  general  or  special,  granting  lands 
to  railroad  companies.  It  is  estimated  that  by  the  terms  of  this 
act,  had  they  been  complied  with  and  their  results  not  defeated 
by  the  fraudulent  maneuvers  of  those  who  have  from  time  to 
exercised  the  functions  of  legislators,  the  University  would  to-day 
have  in  its  own  right  at  least  five  millions  of  acres  of  land,  worth 
on  an  average  of  five  dollars  per  acre,  making  a  grand  total  of 
twenty-five  millions  of  dollars  endowment.  But  what  has  become 
of  this  princely  estate  ?  When  and  where  and  by  whom  has  this 
sacred  trust  been  administered,  or  maladministered,  so  that  there 
remains  to  the  youths  of  Texas  to-day  only  the  worthless  fragment 
of  the  legacy  bequeathed  to  them  by  the  fathers  of  their  State  ? 
Until  the  act  of  1881,  under  which  the  present  Regency  was  or- 
ganized and  the  University  for  the  first  time  actually  set  in 
motion,  the  institution  existed  only  in  the  patriotic  provisions 
for  its  establishment  embodied  in  the  organic  law  of  the  Repub- 
lic, and  in  the  prophetic  liberality  and  wisdom  of  those  early 
statesmen,  which  have  been  honored  only  in  their  breach  by  the 
degenerate  legislation  of  their  unworthy  successors.  The  Uni- 
versity, having  no  tangible  existence  or  legal  representatives^ 
protect  its  funds  or  husband  its  resources,  was  mercilessly  plun- 


526     DANIEL'S  TEXAS  MEDICAL  JOURNAL. 


dered  by  the  State  during  the  somewhat  chaotic  condition  of  af- 
fairs after  the  war.  It  had  no  claims  at  that  time,  beyond  the 
regard  which  every  Texan  should  have  had  for  the  great  objects 
foreshadowed  by  the  founders  of  his  State,  and  these  were  weak- 
ened by  the  sterner  trials  and  temptations  of  the  recent  ordeal 
through  which  the  whole  country  had  passed. 

At  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  1866,  at  the 
very  lowest  computation  the  number  of  acres  then  due  and  be- 
longing to  the  University,  under  the  act  of  1858,  was  about  one 
million  six  hundred  thousand  acres.  That  land  is  now  worth 
from  five  to  ten  dollars  per  acre  with  an  increasing  value  which" 
is  inestimable.  All  that  land,  by  the  Constitutions  of  1866,  1869 
and  1876,  was  absolutely  taken  away  from  the  University  and 
given  to  private  corporations  and  to  the  public  school  fund.  Thus, 
at  one  sweep,  at  least  ten  million  dollars  worth  of  land  was  taken 
from  the  University.  The  constitutional  convention  of  1875,  in 
order  to  salve  the  wound  and  in  fancied  reparation  of  the  pilfered 
property  of  the  University,  set  apart  one  million  acres  of  land 
which  is  not  now  worth  one-half  what  the  same  amount  would 
have  been  worth  at  the  time  it  was  taken  from  the  University. 
The  Legislature  of  1883  gave  an  additional  one  million  acres,  but 
the  land  was  undesignated,  unsurveyed,  and  in  fact  is  only  of 
nominal  value.  In  short  and  in  plain  language,  the  University 
has  been  robbed  of  its  legitimate  and  valuable  possessions  and 
paid  back  "in  chips  and  whetstones."  Its  funds  and  landed  en- 
dowment, instead  of  being  treated  as  a  public  trust,  which  in  law 
and  morals  they  have  ever  been,  have  been  filched  from  and  mis- 
appropriated with  a  shameless  disregard  of  right  and  reason  that, 
had  it  been  exercised  in  reference  to  the  administration  of  any 
private  trust,  would  have  been  punished  as  a  crime  by  the  laws  of 
the  State.  This  conduct  toward  the  sacred  cause  of  higher  educa- 
tion was  in  times  past,  no  doubt,  due  in  a  large  degree  to  a  reck- 
less want  of  attention  to  the  legal  and  moral  rights  which,  by 
virtue  of  its  original  conception  and  the  provisions  made  for  it 
by  the  fathers  of  the  Republic. and  the  State,  the  University  was 
■  entitled  to  expect  at  the  hands  of  the  men  who  assumed  to  rep- 
resent the  people  in  the  legislative  halls  of  the  State.  Much  can 
be  excused  on  the  score  of  ignorance  and  want  of  information  on 
public  questions,  but  when,  as  in  the  Legislature  recently  ad- 
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journed,  a  typical  and  controlling  representative  of  the  degener- 
ate spirit  of  the  age  loudly  and  unblushingly  proclaims  that  the 
University,  being  a  creature  of  the  State,  has  no  rights  that  the 
State  is  bound  to  respect,  and  that  its  funds  may  be  taken  and 
the  institution  itself  even  abolished,  then  it  is  time  that  things 
should  be  called  by  their  right  names,  and  that  those  who  are  by 
law  made  the  guardians  of  the  interests  of  this  great  public  enter- 
prize  should  express  themselves  in  no  uncertain  terms  of  indignant 
protest. 

Thus  repeatedly  curtailed  of  its  lawful  income,  the  present  re- 
sources of  the  University  may  be  stated  as  follows  : 

State  bonds,  8523,511.63,  of  which  the  interest  alone  is  availa- 
ble, being  annually  the  sum  of  $31,949.38.  Of  these  bonds, 
$186,000  worth  will  fall  due  in  1891,  and  will  have  to  be  rein- 
vested at  a  lower  rate  of  interest,  which  will  probably  reduce  the 
income  in  the  way  of  interest  on  these  bonds  to  $26,479.38  per 
annum,  instead  of  the  above  amount. 

Land  notes  held  in  trust  for  the  University  by  the  State.  $106,- 
810,  on  which  the  interest  alone  is  available,  amounting  annually 
to  $9,238.20.  This,  however,  is  an  uncertain  item  of  income, 
because  these  notes  are  being  constantly  and  rapidly  paid  off, 
and  in  a  few  years  the  entire  amount  will  be  discharged,  and  will 
have  to  be  reinvested  at  four  per  cent,  interest  per  annum,  which 
will  reduce  this  source  of  revenue  to  $4,272.40  a  year. 

There  is  a  cash  item  of  $14,139.14,  now  to  the  credit  of  the 
University,  which,  being*  reinvested  in  four  per  cent.  State  or 
United  States  bonds,  would  yield  an  annual  return  of  only  $565.58, 
which,  being  added  to  the  amount  soon  to  be  realized  from  above 
mentioned  land  notes,  would  leave  in  the  near  future  a  total 
yearly  income  of  $4,837.98  from  land  notes  and  cash,  instead 
-of  $9,238.20,  as  at  present. 

The  two  millions  of  acres  appropriated  by  the  Constitution  of 
1876  and  the  act  of  1883,  and  which  are  vastly  inferior  in  quality 
to  the  lands  previously  taken  away,  now  constitute  the  whole 
landed  property  of  the  University,  and,  owing  to  defective  legis- 
lation and  the  indifferent  spirit  exhibited  by  the  State  authorities, 
to  whom  the  Regents  have  so  often  and  earnestly  appealed,  are 
now  absolutely  unproductive  as  a  source  of  revenue.  All  these 
facts  were  fully  elaborated  in  the  report  of  the  Regents  to  the 
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last  Legislature,  and  it  was  asked  that  these  lands  be  placed 
within  the  control  of  the  Regency,  who  are  best  fitted  to  manage 
this  estate  in  the  interest  of  the  institution,  which  is  by  law  in- 
trusted to  their  hands.  It  is  a  fact  not  open  to  controversy,  that 
the  University  lands  can  never  be  profitably  leased  or  disposed 
of  if  left  under  the  control  of  the  same  authority  that  has  the 
management  of  the  public  school  lands.  The  two  classes  of 
lands  are  essentially  different,  and  the  policies  regulating  their 
management  must  be  widely  at  variance.  The  University  lands 
are  in  large  bodies,  mostly  pastoral,  situated  within  a  limited  ter- 
ritory, and  without  surface  water ;  the  school  lands  are  in  alter- 
nate sections,  scattered  over  the  entire  State,  largely  agricultural 
and  reasonably  well  watered.  The  same  policy  in  reference  to 
both  is  radically  wrong  and  productive  of  great  injustice  to  the 
University.  Hence  the  request  of  the  Regents  that  the  lands  be- 
longing to  the  University  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Board  of 
Regents.  Like  every  other  appeal  made  to^the  last  Legislature, 
upon  the  score  of  intelligent  public  policy  and  having  for  its  ob- 
ject only  the  welfare  of  the  State  at  large,  this  request  was  ig- 
nored, and  even  subjected  to  invidious  criticism,  characteristic  of 
a  body  which  is  believed  to  have  been  phenomenal  in  the  history 
of  civilized  legislation. 

Again,  it  had  been  discovered  that  a  large  part  of  the  one  mil- 
lion acres  granted  by  the  act  of  1883  was  almost  utterly  worth- 
less, and  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  very 
properly  and  generously  made  an  exchange  of  this  land  for  other 
land  in  El  Paso  county.  The  Twentieth  legislature  was  asked 
to  ratify  this  exchange,  whose  justice  and  propriety  no  one  ques- 
tioned; but,  with  a  consistent  contempt  for  enlightened  public 
sentiment,  the  request  was  incontinently  refused. 

The  present  available  income  of  the  University  is  thus  seen  to 
be,  from  all  sources,  including  the  matriculation  fees  of  students, 
$47,552.54.  At  the  end  of  five  years,  owing  to  the  necessity  for 
reinvestment,  above  explained,  the  income  from  interest  on  the 
permanent  fund  will  drop  to  $34,842.32  per  annum.  This  amount 
is  scarcely  enough  to  maintain  the  institution  in  its  present  con- 
dition, much  less  to  inaugurate  other  departments,  or  to  properly 
extend  and  utilize  those  already  in  operation.  Contrast  this  piti- 
ful amount  with  the  annual  resources  of  other  institutions  with 
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which,  if  we  are  to  claim  the  name  of  a  first-class  university  at 
all,  we  must  necessarily  refer  for  a  comparative  estimate  of  the 
funds  required  to  properly  conduct  such  establishments.  The 
University  of  Virginia  has  an  annual  income  of  $90,000;  the 
University  of  California,  $103,000  ;  the  University  of  Michigan,. 
$148,000,  and  Harvard  College,  $631,987.33. 

And  these  are  old  institutions,  fully  equipped  with  libraries,, 
buildings,  apparatus,  etc.,  and  all  the  belongings  which  attach  to 
well-established  and  prosperous  colleges ;  and  are,  moreover, 
from  year  to  year  liberally  assisted  by  private  donations  and  pub- 
lic appropriations.  The  State  Constitution  of  Texas  prohibits 
any  appropriations  to  the  University  from  the  general  revenue  of 
the  State,  and  the  only  hope  of  income  to  the  institution  is  from 
the  utilization  of  its  lands. 

Out  of  the  meager  income  thus  left  to  the  University,  the  Agri- 
cultural and  Mechanical  College  annually  receives,  by  act  of  the 
Legislature,  $5000,  which,  with  the  decreasing  amount  of  the  an- 
nual revenues  above  explained,  will  reduce  the  University  funds 
below  the  actual  necessities  of  the  institution,  even  in  its  present 
incomplete  condition,  and  absolutely  preclude  the  inauguration 
of  its  other  departments  and  the  proper  maintenance  of  those  al- 
ready established. 

Now,  in  reference  to  the  A.  and  M.  College,  a  few  words  will 
suffice.  It  is  not  believed  that  that  institution  should  ever  have 
been  a  part  of  the  University  of  Texas.  It  constituted  no  part  of 
the  original  conception  of  the  men  who  provided  for  the  endow- 
ment of  a  State  University  for  higher  education.  It  is  an  inter- 
jected experiment,  dictated  by  the  desire  of  the  Federal  govern- 
ment to  interfere  with  the  educational  systems  of  the  States,  and 
was  inaugurated  at  a  time  when  the  autonomy  of  the  Southern 
States  was  in  a  situation  of  comparative  paralysis.  In  an  evil 
hour  the  prevailing  demagoguism  of  the  age  incorporated  it  into 
our  educational  system,  in  the  Constitution  of  1876,  and  since 
that  time  it  has  been  a  fruitful  theme  of  discussion  for  the  igno- 
rant, self-constituted  champions  of  "  farmers'  rights,"  and  a  con- 
stant disturbing  factor  in  the  proper  management  of  the  Univer- 
sity. Claiming  to  be  a  branch,  it  has  pursued  a  policy  of  )per 
sistent  hostility  to  the  parent  institution,  and  has  arrogated  to- 
itself  an  undue  importance  not  warranted  by  anything  in  its  his- 
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tory  or  utility.  Vaunting  itself  as  the  peculiar  representative  of 
the  agricultural  and  mechanical  class,  its  catalogues  show  that, 
during  its  whole  existence,  its  students  have  come  mainly  from 
the  towns  and  cities,  and  that  only  three  out  of  all  its  graduates 
have  ever  resorted  to  farming  or  mechanical  labor  as  a  means  of 
livelihood.  Not  satisfied  to  bear  the  burdens  of  poverty  and 
straitened  resources  in  common  with  other  departments  of  the 
University,  it  clamors  for  a  perfected  organization  and  equip- 
ment far  beyond  what  its  own  importance  justifies  or  the  finan- 
cial condition  of  the  institution  warrants.  Pandering  to  a  false, 
but  unfortunately  prevalent  sentiment.it  has  succeeded  in  ac- 
quiring a  permanent  property  and  an  annual  income  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  rest  of  the  University,  out  of  all  proportion  to  its  due 
-and  proper  place  in  the  educational  economy  of  the  State.  It 
has  seven  professors  ;  the  University  has  but  ten.  It  has  a  stu- 
dents' dormitory,  and  wants  another  ;  the  University  has  none. 
It  wants  a  hospital  and  infirmary;  the  University,  though  equally 
in  need  of  such  a  provision  for  the  health  and  comfort  of  its  stu- 
dents, has  never  felt  justified  in  asking  for  it,  in  view  of  the  lim- 
ited resources  at  its  command.  And  to  crown  the  height  of  its 
extravagant  claims,  the  last  report  of  its  Directory  coolly  asks  the 
State  to  provide  an  appropriation  to  pay  the  students  to  labor  in 
the  fields  and  shops,  which  it  is  presumed  were  intended  to  teach 
the  methods  of  manual  skill  and  labor,  but  which  the  college  au- 
thorities very  ingenuously  admit  are  comparatively  unused,  be- 
cause of  the  aversion  of  the  average  student  to  work.  Just  think 
of  it.  The  State  is  to  furnish  an  institution  to  teach  agricultural 
and  mechanical  pursuits,  and  then  pay  the  boys  to  work  at  the 
tasks  necessary  and  allotted  to  them  under  the  system  of  instruc- 
tion which  they  are  supposed  to  be  pursuing  at  the  expense  of 
the  State.  This  very  anomalous  request  had  its  origin,  no  doubt, 
in  the  fact  that  the  students  of  the  Bryan  college  are  mostly  city 
3rouths,  and  not  the  sturdy  sons  of  country  yeomen,  who  it  is  be- 
lieved will  never  ask  the  State  to  pay  them  to  perform  the  labor 
incident  to  a  free  tuition  in  their  chosen  devotion  to  the  honest 
toil  which  underlies  all  civilization. 

The  A.  and  M.  College,  according  to  the  last  report  of  its  Board 
of  Directors,  has  now  a  permanent  investment,  in  the  shape  of 
college  buildings,  apparatus,  etc.,  of  nearly  $250,000.    The  main 
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University,  at  Austin,  has  expended  only  359,000  for  an  uncom- 
pleted building,  and  its  other  investments  will  not  raise  the  total 
amount  spent  to  $100,000.  The  Bryan  college  has,  from  all 
•sources,  including  Federal  appropriations  and  the  amount  re- 
ceived from  the  University  fund,  an  annual  income  between  $69,- 
000  and  $70,000.  The  University  proper  has  an  income,  after 
•deducting  the  $5000  per  year  apppropriated  to  Bryan  under  the 
act  of  the  last  Legislature,  of  only  S42,000,  including  the  matricu- 
lation fees  ot  students,  and  not  making  allowance  for  the  steadily 
•decreasing  revenues  of  the  institution,  resulting  from  the  pay- 
ment of  land  notes  as  before  explained.  The  University,  after 
heing  deliberately  robbed  of  millions  of  acres  of  land  which 
should  justly  have  belonged  to  it  under  the  act  of  1858,  has  been 
paid  off  with  two  millions  of  acres,  which  are  comparatively 
worthless,  owing  to  the  failure  to  place  them  under  the  control  of 
the  Regents,  who  are  certainly  as  competent  to  manage  them  as 
any  of  the  State  authorities  in  whose  hands,  by  existing  law,  they 
are  exclusively  vested.  It  is  believed  that,  by  reason  of  this 
omission,  the  institution,  for  the  last  three  years,  has  lost  an- 
nually at  least  $80,000,  which  might  have  been  realized  from  the 
lease  of  these  lands,  and  which,  by  this  time,  would  have  enabled 
ns  to  establish  a  medical  department.  The  last  Legislature  was 
earnestly  besought  to  place  this  land  in  the  hands  of  the  Regents, 
but  the  request  was  refused,  and  the  income  from  this  source  is 
so  uncertain  as  not  to  be  considered  among  the  available  resources 
of  the  institution. 

The  actual  yearly  income,  then,  of  the  University.'  is.  in  round 
numbers,  SIT, 000  (including  what  goes  to  Bryan),  and  the 
positive  expenditures  of  the  departments,  as  now  in  opera- 
tion at  Austin,  require  every  cent  of  this  amount.  The 
act  of  the  Twentieth  Legislature,  appropriating  $5000 
per  annum  to  the  A.  and  M.  College,  will  necessitate  a  re- 
duction to  that  extent  in  the  expenses  of  the  University  for  the 
next  two  years.  How  this  can  be  done  without  materially  crip- 
pling the  departments  now  in  operation  is  a  matter  of  serious 
concern  to  the  Regents.  In  an  elaborate  and  carefully  prepared 
report,  we  went  before  the  last  Legislature  and  exhibited  our  con- 
dition m  detail,  and  requested  such  legislation  as  would  meet  our 
wants.    We  asked  that  the  University  lands  be  placed  in  our 
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hands,  so  that  a  revenue  could  be  derived  therefrom  commensu- 
rate with  their  value,  and  which  had  heretofore  been  lost  by  the 
impolitic  action  of  the  State  Land  Board.  We  fully  explained 
the  exchange  of  the  lands  in  El  Paso  county  made  by  the  Land 
Commissioner,  and  asked  that  his  action  be  ratified.  We  set 
forth  in  full  the  facts  pertaining  to  the  $87,000  due  and  justly 
owing  to  the  University  from  the  State  for  money  borrowed  from 
its  funds  years  ago,  and  whose  validity  has  never  been  ques- 
tioned, but  repeatedly  recognized  and  declared  by  the  financial 
authorities  of  the  State. 

The  inadequate  accommodations  of  the  present  incomplete 
University  edifice  were  made  plain,  and  the  necessity  for  new 
chairs  of  instruction  and  increased  facilities  in  those  already  es- 
tablished was  thoroughly  discussed  and  demonstrated.  It  was 
shown  that  the  University  was  living  up  to  its  very  income,  and 
that  not  a  dollar  could  be  diverted  from  it  without  serious  em- 
barrassment to  its  growth  and  efficiency. 

Without  exception,  every  single  appeal  made  to  the  supposed 
representatives  of  the  people  was  ignored  ;  and,  instead  of  acced- 
ing to  our  request  for  what  was  morally  and  legally  our  own.  or 
even  leaving  us  alone,  the  adjournment  of  the  Twentieth  Legis- 
lature "found  that  "our  last  estate  was  worse  than  the  first,"  and 
that  the  annual  income  of  the  institution's  reduced  to  $5000  less 
than  its  actual  expenses. 

And  this,  too,  when  so  important  a  branch  as  the  Medical  De- 
partment is  yet  unprovided  for  and  clamoring  for  recognition. 

And  now,  gentlemen  of  the  medical  profession,  let  me  say 
what  in  this  address  it  was  my  main  purpose  to  say.  Your  in- 
terests are  inseparable  from  the  interests  of  the  University  in  its- 
full  and  symmetrical  development.  Iam  not  insensible  to  the 
feeling  which  has  obtained  in  certain  quarters  that  the  Regency 
has  been  unfriendly  to  the  inauguration  of  the  Medical  Depart- 
ment. Nothing  could  be  more  unjust  or  erroneous  than  such  an 
idea.  In  all  that  is  said  in  this  article  it  should  be  understood 
that  nothing  is  meant  unfriendly  to  the  present  location  of  the  Med- 
ical Department,  but  is  based  on  principle  alone.  It  is  true  that  we 
have  believed  that  it  was  a  fatal  mistake  ever  to  have  separated 
the  departments  of  the  University,  so  that  the  prestige  of  the 
institution  as  a  unit  has  been  weakened  and  the  antagonistic  claims 
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of  particular  localities  have  interfered  to  divide  the  house  against 
itself,  and  well  nigh  wrecked  the  prosperity  of  the  whole.  If 
anything  were  needed  to  confirm  our  opinion  in  this  regard,  the 
experience  we  have  undergone  with  the  recent  Legislature  is 
enough.  It  was  an  open  secret  that  Bryan  and  Galveston  had 
entered  into  an  alliance,  offensive  and  defensive,  against  the 
main  branch  of  the  University  at  Austin.  The  debt  of  887,000, 
due  by  the  State  to  the  University,  was  to  be  paid  with  an  ap- 
propriation of  $50,000,  which  should  go  to  build  the  Medical 
Department  at  Galveston  ;  Bryan  was  to  have  her  one-fifth  of  the 
University  funds,  Galveston  would  get  a  valuable  building  and 
permanent  investment,  which  whould  insure  her  in  the  location  of 
the  medical  school  for  all  time  to  come,  and  the  University  proper 
might  look  out  for  itself.  With  this  ingeniously  contrived  scheme 
the  Regents  had  nothing  to  do,  but  watched  its  concoction  and 
denouement  with  a  complacency  born  of  repeated  disaster.  Like 
so  many  other  coalitions  between  essentially  different  interests, 
the  combination  failed  of  achievement  by  the  disagreement  of 
the  parties  to  it  themselves,  and  Bryan  got  her  usual  quota  from 
the  University  fund,  while  Galveston  saw  her  hopes  of  a  medical 
school  fade  into  transparency — all  of  which  goes  to  prove  that 
in  the  proper  development  of  this  great  institution,  neith'er  Aus- 
tin, nor  Bryan,  nor  Galveston  should  be  considered.  What  is 
wanted  is  a  State  L'niversity  of  the  first  class,  fully  organized  and 
and  equipped  in  all  its  branches,  and  furnishing  the  standard  of 
liberal  learning  and  professional  attainments  for  the  whole  State. 
Certainly  the  medical  men  of  Texas  have  a  right  to  expect  and 
to  demand  a  medical  school  representative  of  the  professional 
aspirations  of  their  extensive  membership,  and  in  keeping  with 
the  broadest  culture  of  their  science.  Nothing  less  than  this 
will  satisfy  them,  and  nothing  less  than  this  should  be  attempted. 
It  is  seriously  doubted  whether  the  State  is  under  any  obligation 
to  furnish  free  professional  education,  either  in  law  or  medicine  ; 
but  if  she  does,  she  should  furnish  only  the  highest  and  best. 
The  State  cannot  surely  be  expected  to  place  her  imprimatur 
upon  quack  doctors  or  pettifogging  lawyers. 

With  this  statement  of  the  resources  of  the  University,  it  is  read- 
ily apparent  that  we  cannot  now  successfully  inaugurate  the  Med- 
ical Department.     The  Regents  have  been  at  some  pains  to 
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ascertain  what  it  would  reasonably  cost  to  properly  conduct  the- 
medical  school.  The  result  of  their  investigations  are  contained' 
in  their  last  report  to  the  Legislature,  and  are  that  it  would  re- 
quire, exclusive  of  grounds,  but  including  buildings,  apparatus,, 
etc.,  an  original  outlay  of  $140,000,  and  an  annual  expenditure 
of  $40,000  for  salaries  of  professors  and  other  necessary  expenses. 
It  has  been  shown  that  the  University,  as  at  present  situated,  has 
no  such  sum  at  its  disposal,  but  on  the  contrary,  for  the  next  two 
years  will  have  to  curtail  its  actual  expenses  $5,000  below  what 
they  nowr  are.  What,  then,  is  the  prospect  and  wdiat  the  duty  of 
the  medical  profession  ?  Simply  this  :  You  must  exert  your  in- 
fluence to  so  mould  public  opinion  that  the  University  will  be  paid 
what  is  due  it  as  an  honest  debt,  and  receive  at  the  hands  of 
future  Legislatures  such  legislation  as  will  enable  it  to  properly 
utilize  the  mutilated  fragment  of  its  endowment  left  to  it  after 
the  repeated  spoliation  practiced  upon  its  estate  as  originally  be- 
queathed to  it  by  the  fathers  of  Texas. 

Had  the  requests  of  the  Regents,  preferred  in  their  report  to 
the  Twentieth  Legislature,  been  heeded,  there  might  have  been 
a  chance  to  establish  the  Medical  Department.  But  that  appeal 
wyas  ignominiously  ignored,  and  those  who  presumably  repre- 
sented the  local  interest  of  that  department  apparently  entered 
into  a  game  of  bargain  and  intrigue  that  materially  crippled  the 
entire  institution,  and  accomplished  nothing  for  the  medical  pro- 
fession of  Texas.  There  is  but  one  course  open  to  the  physicians 
of  this  State.  We  need  a  medical  school  to  educate  the  hundreds 
of  young  men  who  yearly  go  elsewhere  for  their  professional  ed- 
ucation ;  we  need  it  as  a  nucleus  for  scientific  enterprise  and 
research  in  our  chosen  calling  ;  we  need  it  as  a  measure  of  profes- 
sional culture  and  a  standard  of  professional  attainment ;  we  are 
entitled  to  it  under  the  beneficent  endowments  of  those  who 
conceived  the  establishment  of  a  State  University,  and  we  could 
have  it  to-day  should  the  designs  of  those  early  patriots  be  ful- 
filled and  the  honest  claims  of  the  institution  be  recognized  by 
those  who  now  exercise  the  prerogatives  of  government. 

The  apathy  of  public  sentiment  in  regard  to  the  University  is 
something  appalling.  For  six  years  the  Regents  have  labored 
in  and  out  of  season  to  properly  administer  the  sacred  trust  com- 
mitted to  their  keeping.    Discouragement  and  defeat  have  led 
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many  to  resign,  and  at  times  it  has  seemed  that  nothing  was  left 
us  but  to  abandon  the  enterprise.  Our  repeated  appeals  to  exec- 
utive and  legislative  aid  have  been  repeatedly  disregarded,  and 
our  motives  have  been  subjected  to  hostile  criticism  and  miscon- 
struction, such  as  should  only  be  visited  upon  alien  representa- 
tives of  an  unfriendly  cause.  Before  the  Legislatures  of  the 
State  we  have  occupied  the  attitude  of  a  foreign  corporation,  and 
in  the  secret  cabals  of  local  interests  we  have  been  treated  as 
legitimate  prey  for  whatever  pillage  chicanery  could  conceive  or 
conspiracy  consummate. 

I  appeal  now  to  the  medical  profession  of  Texas.  The  proper 
establishment  and  successful  operation  of  the  departnent  in 
which  you  are  peculiarly  interested,  depend  upon  the  concession 
of  all  that  the  Regents  have  petitioned  for.  Every  dollar  diverted 
from  the  University  fund  to  branches  already  unduly  favored,  is 
so  much  taken  from  your  interest  in  the  heritage  vouchsafed  to 
you  by  wisdom  of  those  who  founded  the  institution  and  framed 
our  earlier  legislation  for  its  best  and  highest  development.  The 
University  is  one  and  inseparable,  and  its  authorities  ask  nothing 
but  what  is  in  law  and  morals  its  own,  and  they  demand  for  it 
only  an  enlightened  public  recognition  of  its  importance  as  a  con- 
trolling factor  in  the  State's  civilization. 
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This  number  completes  Volume  II.  A  neat  title  page  and  com- 
plete index  accompany  it. 

On  the  eve  of  the  third  year  of  a  successful -career,  the  Journal 
sends  greeting  to  its  hosts  of  friends  and  patrons  ;  and  gratefully 
acknowledging  that  generous  support,  both  moral  and  pecuniary, 
so  liberally  bestowed  by  an  appreciative  profession,  and  to  which 
its  success  is  due,  earnestly  solicits  a  continuation  of  their  favors. 

It  is  gratifying  to  announce  that  what  was,  two  years  ago,  an  ex- 
periment, is  now  a  valuable  property. 

Volume  3  begins  July  ist,  prox.,  under  the  most  favorable 
auspices,  and  with  greatly  increased  patronage  and  enlarged  facili- 
ties. It  is  proposed  to  increase  the  monthly  edition  to  2000 
copies — -just  double  that  of  the  past — at  an  early  day,  perhaps  with 
the  very  next  number;  while  the  number  of  pages  devoted  to  origi- 
nal reading  matter  will  be  increased  one  third  ;  and  the  book  en- 
larged from  60  to  86  pages.  Original  translations  from  the  French 
and  German  Journals,  and  an  occasional  portrait  of  some  promi- 
ment  Texas  physician  will  be  the  new  feature  added,  all  of  which 
will  make  it  even  more  attractive,  and  the  best  Journal  for  the 
price,  published  in  the  great  South-west.  Now  is  the  time  to  sub- 
scribe ;  don't  delay:  begin  with  the  new  volume;  and,  dear 
reader,  let  us  suggest,  that  it  is  the  best  time  in  the  world  to  settle  up 
for  last  years  subscription.  The  subscription  of  many  expired  June, 
1886,  just  one  year  ago,  and  next  number,  as  said,  begins  another 
round,  when  two  years  subscription  will  be  due.  It  is  easier  to 
pay  two  dollars  than  to  pay  four  dollars — a  hint  to  the  wise.  We 
will  appreciate  the  courtesy  of  a  prompt  remittance  from  any  and 
all  whom  the  "  cap  fits." 

The  Journal  wishes  you  all  a  happy  and  prosperous  year. 
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Prof.  Everhart,  the  Professor  of  Chemistry  at  the  University  of 
Texas  says,  that  the  nearest  approach  to  a  perfect  substitute  for 
mothers  milk  is  made  by  adding  to  one  pint  ot  cow's  milk  ^  pint 
of  water,  five  spoons  full  of  cream,  and  a  little  sugar.  The  only 
essential  difference  then  is;  in  the  existence  of  casein  in  the  cows 
milk;  mothers  milk  has  none;  therefore  the  process  of  peptonizing 
it  by  the  addition  of  extract  of  pancreatine  is  one  of  the  greatest 
advances  in  modern  science.  It  is  thus  pre-digested  as  it  were,  and 
instead  of  coagulating  in  solid  lumps  in  the  childs  stomach,  it  is 
thin  and  flakey  and  easily  taken  up  by  the  absorbents  and  conver- 
ted.   Read  Fairchild  Bros.  &  Fosters  Ad.  on  inside  first  cover. 


Lactopeptine  is  prescribed  by  everybody  as  regularly  as 
Dovers'  powders  or  bismuth. 

Dieases  of  the  Eye. — We  take  pleasure  in  recommending  Dr. 
Wm.  CASTON,of  Corsicana,  Texas,  whose  card  appears  in  this  issue, 
as  an  accomplished  Oculist  and  Aurist.  The  Doctor  has  just 
returned  from  New  York,  where  he  has  had  a  thorough  special  course 
in  the  N.  Y.  Post  Graduate  Medical  College,  with  the  benefit  of  the 
splendid  eye  clinics  of  that  famous  Institution  and  the  large  Hos- 
pitals of  the  great  medical  center  of  America. 


The  Louisville  Medical  College. — We  insert  this  month  the 
announcement  for  the  Fall  and  Winter  Course  of  Instruction  at 
this  renowned  Medical  School.  A  diploma  from  this  College  is 
much  valued  and  justly  so,  and  is  an  evidence  of  thorough  mastery 
of  the  Science  of  Medicine.  Write  to  Prof.  Edward  Miller,  Secretary, 
for  information,  and  if  you  have  a  student  in  your  office,  let  him 
look  well  before  he  leaps.  He  could  not  make  a  better  selection 
than  the  L.  M.  C.  Her  alumni  are  numerous  in  Texas  and  are 
amongst  our  leading  practitioners. 


Apropos,  of  the  New  Treatment  for  Consumption. — William 
Snowden,  the  ever  wide-awake  and  progressive  Instrument  manu- 
facturer of  Philadelphia,  has  constructed  a  new  and  improved  and 
simplified  apparatus  for  the  rectal  injection  of  gaseous  enemata. 
He  advertises  it  in  this  issue,  and  physicians  will  be  interested  in 
reading  it.  Moreover,  it  is  little  over  half  the  price  charged  by 
other  makers,  being  only  $6  complete.  Anyone  desiring  informa- 
tion on  the  subject  can  be  supplied  with  valuable  literature  of  the 
treatment — and  all  particulars  by  addressing  Wm.  Snowden,  No.  7, 
South  Eleventh  Street,  Philadelphia.    Please  mention  this  Journal. 
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To  Medical  Students. — We  present  the  announcement  of  the 
next  (19th)  regular  term  of  instruction,  (period  of  6  months),  of 
the  Kansas  City  Medical  College,  and  invite  your  attention  to 
it.  The  claims  of  this  most  excellent  school  should  be  considered, 
before  finally  deciding  where  to  attend  lectures.  The  convenience 
of  access  to  all  parts  of  Texas  is  a  great  advantage,  but  nothing  to 
compare  with  the  thoroughness  of  instruction  in  all  departments, 
including  dentistry,  and  the  facilities  for  clinical  study.  The  West- 
ern schools  are  fast  rivaling  those  of  the  North  and  East. 

The  Missouri  Medical  College  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  best 
in  the  United  States,  and  some  of  Texas  most  distinguished  sur- 
geons and  physicians  proudly  claim  it  as  their  alma  mater.  See 
announcement  in  this  issue.  Many  of  our  leading  State  Associa- 
tion men  are  alumni  of  the  "Old  Missouri." 


The  University  of  Nashville  and  Vanderbilt  Universiry. 
Medical  Department.  We  publish  in  this  issue  the  announcement 
of  the  next  regular  session  in  this  famous  institution  of  learning. 
It  is  said  to  be  the  oldest  medical  college  in  the  South,  and  that 
the  alumni  now  number  nearly  three  thousand,  embracing  many  of 
the  foremost  and  most  celebrated  practitioners  in  America.  Go 
into  any  State  and  you  will  find  the  graduates  of  this  School  occu- 
pying prominent  positions  in  the  profession.  The  connection  with 
the  Vanderbilt  University  gave  additional  strength  and  facilities  to 
the  already  powerful  and  well  equipped  Medical  Department  of 
the  University  of  Nashville,  and  the  faculty  are  not  excelled  as 
medical  teachers,  by  any,  north,  south,  east  or  west.  Prof.  Briggs 
of  this  School  is  Chairman  of  Section  on  Surgery,  International 
Medical  Congress,  and  Prof.  Callendar  is  Chairman  of  Section  on 
Physiology.  A  distinguished  compliment  to  their  great  ability  and 
worth.   

The  Famous  Post  Graduate  Medical  College  of  New  York 
is  a  favorite  resort  of  Texas  Physicians,  who  go  north  to  polish  up 
in  Surgery  or  Gynaecology.  The  faculty  embrace  many  of  the 
most  learned  and  celebrated  Teachers  of  America,  and  clinical 
material  is  most  abundant.  These  professors  hold  seventy  five  offi- 
cial positions  in  the  great  Hospitals  and  Dispensaries,  and  the 
class  witness,  daily  every  operation  known  to  the  science  and  art 
of  surgery.  Not  only  that,  but  every  branch  of  Medicine  is  repre- 
sented by  a  master.  Geo.  Henry  Fox  for  Dermatology,  Dr.  D.  B.  St. 
John  Roosa  for  Eye  and  Ear  (Surgeon  to  the  Manhattan  Eye  and 
Ear  Hospital)  and  President  of  the  Faculty.  Dana  for  the  Mind 
and  Nervous  Diseases.  Josiah  Roberts  and  A.  J.  C.  Skeene  for 
Orthopedics  and  Diseases  of  Women.  &c,  &.,  with  Ranny,  and 
Moore,  and  Pilcher,  and  A.  H.  Smith,  and  Garrigues  and  hosts 
of  other  great  lights. 
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For  fifty  years  Jefferson  Medical  College,  Philadelphia,  has 
held  a  foremost  place  in  the  estimation  of  the  Profession  of 
America,  and  to-day  is  justly  esteemed  one  of  the  best  educational 
Institutions  in  the  world.  The  appreciation  which  the  Southern 
profession  have  for  the  "old  Jeff,"  is  attested  every  year  by  the 
large  number  of  Southern  students,  who  are  sent  by  their  precep- 
tors— who,  in  many  instances  are  alumni  of  that  School, — and  by 
the  large  number  of  Southerners  who  figure  in  the  graduating  clas- 
ses. See  new  announcement  in  this  issue  of  the  Journal,  and 
write  to  Prof.  J.  W.  Holland  Dean. 


The  "  irrepressible  "  Isaac  Philips,  the  Instrument  dealer  of  the 
South,  is  in  for  another  year  with  the  Journal.  He  believes  in  ad- 
vertising and  appreciates  its  advantages.  For  prices,  and  for 
quality  of  goods  Philips  invites  comparison  with  all  competitors, 
while  he  has  advantage  of  proximity  to  Texas  physician  in  his 
favor. 


Attention  is  called  to  the  new  and  pretty  advertisement  of  Sea- 
burg  &  Johnson,  the  pioneer  Plaster  Manufacturers  of  America. 
Delegates  to  the  late  State  Medical  Association  Convention  will 
long  remember  the  beautiful  display  made  by  this  house,  and  their 
courteous  agent, — who  is  one  of  us, — Dr.  English. 


Listerine  has  been  very  improperly  classed  along  with  such 
commercial  "disinfectants"  as  Labarraque's  solution,  bromo-chlo- 
ralum,  Piatt's  chlorides,  and  similar  germicides  usually  relied  upon 
for  the  disinfection  of  sewers,  water-closets,  and  other  recepticles  of 
filth.  According  to  the  scientific  definition  the  term  "disinfection" 
—  I.  e.,  the  disease  germs — Listerine  was  never  designed  as  a  ger- 
micide, but  it  claims  to  be  what  clinical  experience  has  proven  to 
be  true — an  essential  and  trustworthy  antiseptic  for  internal  and  ex- 
ternal use  about  the  human  body.  To  counteract  the  intestinal 
putrefactive  processes  in  diarrhoea  it  is  especially  to  be  recom- 
mended.— Practice.   

The  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter,  Philadelphia,  says  :  "  When 
we  say  that  for  years  we  have  used  Packer's  Tar  Soap  in  our  fam- 
ily and  recommended  it  to  numerous  patients  and  friends  as  the 
most  agreeable  soap  known  to  us  for  toilet  purposes,  and  the  most 
remedial  in  diseased  conditions  of  the  skin,  we  do  nothing  more 
than  pay  a  just  tribute  to  its  merits.  It  is  composed  of  pure  ma- 
terials associated  with  pine-tar,  and  both  for  its  cleansing  and 
hygienic  properties  deserves  an  extensive  patronage  from  the  pro- 
fession and  the  public." 


Cincho  Quinine  is  one  of  the  best  remedies  for  infantile  diseases 
where  the  stomach  is  sensitive  from  defective  nutrition. 


AD  VESTISEMENTS. 


TO  THE  MEDICAL  PROFESSION. 

PEL:  CHALYBEATE 


PEOTO-CAEB:    IKON  3  GE 


r^^tr^P^  S  Ferri  Sulph.  Fe  SO,       Ferri  Carb.  Fe  C03  ) 
1  Potass.  Carb.  K2  C03    =Potass.  Sulph.  K2  SO,  j 


The  above  combination  which  we  have  successfully  and  scien- 
tifically put  in  pill  form  produces,  when  taken  into  the  stomach, 
Carbonate  of  the  Protoxide  of  iron  (Ferrous  Carbonate)  in  a 
quickly  assimilable  condition. 

This  Pill  contributed  to  make  the  reputation  of  Niemeyer,  and 
the  following  language,  which  speaks  without  comment  is  taken 
from  his  Text  Book  on  the  Practice  of  Medicine. 

Prof.  Niemeyer  says:  "For  more  than  twenty  years  I  have 
used  these  pills  almost  exclusively  in  Chlorisis,  and  have  wit- 
nessed such  brilliant  results  from  them  in  a  large  number  of 
cases  that  I  have  never  needed  any  opportunity  to  experiment 
with  other  articles.  At  Madgeburg  and  Greifswald  I  often  had 
to  send  my  recipe  for  the  pills  to  a  great  distance,  my  good  for- 
tune in  the  treatment  of  Chlorisis — to  which,  by-the-by,  I  owe 
the  rapid  growth  of  my  practice-shaving  given  me  great  repute 
as  the  possessor  of  a  sovereign  remedy  against  that  disease." 

The  dose  of  Pil:  Chalybeate  is  from  1  to  4  at  meal  times  and 
is  recommended  and  successfully  used  in  the  treatment  of  Pul- 
monary Phthisis  or  Consumption,  Anaemia  and  Chlorosis,  Caries 
and  Scrofulous  Abscesses,  Chronic  Discharges,  Dyspepsia,  Loss 
of  Appetite,  etc. 

E^rThe  physician  may  see  that  he  is  obtaining  exactly  what  he 
'prescribes,  by  ordering  in  bottles  containing  100  each. 

CAUTION. — Specify  Warner  &  Co.,  and  see  to  the  special 
marks  and  Autograph  on  wrapper.  The  coating  is  very  sol- 
uble, and  is  colored  a  delicate  pink. 

Pills  can  be  safely  sent  by  mail — discount  for  quantities. 


PJBEPABED  ZB3T" 

IR,.  &c  CO., 

WLJ&j%y®w&%2'!E^jrjR.mmm>  of 
SOLUBLE  COATED  PILLS  AS  A  SPECIALTY. 

1228  Market  Street,  Philadelphia)  (22  Liberty  Street,  New  York. 

AGENTS:  J-  J-  TQBIN,  AUSTIN,  TEXAS. 
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